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Should  politicians  be  involved  in  deter­
mining what is appropriate for school­aged
children at public libraries?

Many  who  attended  Tuesday  night’s
Huntington  Beach  City  Council  meeting
said  no.  But  after  nearly  six  hours  of  con­
tentious public comments, the panel voted
4­3  to  support  Mayor  Pro  Tem  Gracey  Van
Der  Mark’s  agenda  item  seeking  to  make
books  deemed  obscene  and/or  porno­
graphic unavailable to children.

The  vote  was  taken  at  about  1  a.m.
Wednesday,  after  more  than  100  residents
weighed  in  on  the  issue  in  public  com­
ments that lasted until minutes before mid­
night.  There  were  also  more  than  600
emails received, City Clerk Robin Estanislau
said,  with  a  review  showing  a  majority  of

correspondence was against the item. 
Two overflow rooms were packed for the

meeting, as others watched from the lobby
of City Hall. Mayor Tony Strickland allowed
everyone  the  customary  three  minutes  of
speaking time. 

Strickland, Casey McKeon and Pat Burns
voted  along  with  Van  Der  Mark  to  support
the  item.  Councilman  Dan  Kalmick  and
Councilwomen  Natalie  Moser  and  Rhonda
Bolton  voted  against,  in  what  has  been  a
very common vote in the months since the
conservative majority was sworn in last De­
cember. 

Van  Der  Mark  reiterated  several  times
during debate of the item that she was not

calling  for  a  ban  on  books  but  restricting
children’s access to them in the Huntington
Beach  Public  Library  system  without  adult
supervision.  Her  presentation  included
censored  versions  of  images  and  passages
available  in  several  books.  She  also  read
from  a  few  selections,  including  “Gender
Queer,”  “Grandad’s  Pride”  and  “The  V­
Word: True Stories about First­Time Sex.”

“Parents, check these books out,” Van Der
Mark said. “If this is what you want for your
kids,  go  for  it,  but  a  lot  of  parents  don’t
know this material is in these books. A lot of
parents don’t know these books are in the li­
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MAYOR PRO TEM Gracey Van Der Mark, center, listens to public comments during the Huntington Beach City Council meeting on Tuesday.
Van Der Mark’s agenda item, which passed on a 4­3 vote, sought to make books deemed obscene and/or pornographic unavailable to children.

H.B. council majority eyes limits
on kids’ access to library books

Mayor Pro Tem Gracey Van Der Mark’s agenda item passes 4­3
after six hours of public comment, mostly against the motion.

BY MATT SZABO

See Books, page A4

The  income of about one­third of
Orange  County  households  falls
short  of  what  they  need  to  afford
food, housing, healthcare, childcare,
transportation  and  other  basic
needs, according to a study released
Wednesday by United Way.

The earnings of over 79,000 out of
an  estimated  924,100  households  in
Orange  County,  roughly  9%,  are  be­
low the federal poverty  line, accord­
ing  to  the  report.  That  figure  repre­
sents those who might not be able to
afford  enough  food  to  survive  from
month  to  month.  It  does  not  factor
in  other  expenses  like  rent,  daycare
or costs associated with having a car.

The  average  cost  of  all  of  those
things  put  together  is  more  than
what as many as 302,844 households
in  the  county  bring  in,  according  to
United Way.

The  nonprofit  agency’s  report
“shows  that  many  more  California
working families struggle to meet liv­
ing costs  than official estimates and
identifies  significant  gaps  between
what  it  costs  for  families  and  their
children  to  live  with  dignity  and
what  they  actually  earn,”  President
and  CEO  of  United  Ways  of  Califor­
nia Peter Manzo said.

About  52%  of  Orange  County
households  with  children  younger
than  6  don’t  earn  enough  to  cover
the average cost of basic necessities,
the  study  found.  And  local  Latino
families are disproportionately expe­
riencing  poverty,  with  52%  of  them
receiving  incomes  below  United 

Many O.C.
residents
struggle 
to make
ends meet
Half of O.C. households
with kids under 6 aren’t
paid enough to cover basic
necessities, according to a
new study by United Way.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Struggle, page A2

Costa Mesa’s effort to convert
underused  motels  into  perma­
nent  housing  for  vulnerable
residents  gained  momentum
Tuesday, when the City Council
allocated  $4  million  toward  the
renovation  of  a  Bristol  Street
Travelodge  that,  when  finished,
will house another 76 residents.

The  3.5­acre  parcel  at  1400
Bristol  currently  houses  120
rooms  of  temporary  lodging  as
well  as  a  commercial  building
leased by Mediterranean restau­
rant Pom & Olive.

But once construction begins
in  2024,  the  Travelodge  will  be
reimagined  into  76  studio  and
one­bedroom  apartments  for
extremely  low­income  resi­
dents,  with  two  two­bedroom
units  for  onsite  service  pro­
viders.  The  restaurant  will  con­
tinue to lease its building.

The work will be overseen by

the  Midway  City­based  non­
profit developer American Fam­
ily  Housing  (AFH),  an  author­
ized  developer  for  the  state’s
third round of Project Homekey
funding.

AFH  not  only  builds  afford­
able projects but also serves the
people  who  live  there.  It  owns
and  operates  49  affordable
housing  projects,  including
three  Homekey­funded  devel­
opments,  comprising  386  units
in  Orange  and  Los  Angeles
counties.

The developer is  in escrow to
purchase  the  Travelodge  and
will provide wraparound service
after  the  site  opens  to  eligible
residents in 2025.

Robbins  described  perma­
nent supportive housing as a fi­
nal component of the process of
transitioning  homeless  and  at­
risk individuals from the streets 
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THE COSTA MESA City Council allocated $4 million to transitioning
the Travelodge Orange County Airport into permanent housing
through the state’s third round of Project Homekey funding. 

Costa Mesa pays $4M
to develop hotel into
supportive housing
BY SARA CARDINE

See Housing, page A4

The  Fountain  Valley  City
Council considered increasing its
compensation  for  the  first  time
this  century,  but  a  split  vote  of
the  panel  saw  the  ordinance  fail
on Tuesday night.

Colin  Burns,  an  attorney  for
the city, presented the item, not­
ing  members  of  the  council  had
not  seen  a  raise  of  their  $500
monthly  stipend  since  at  least
1997.

Compensation  could  increase
by 5% per year from the effective
date  of  the  last  salary  adjust­
ment. Given the passage of time,
the council could have raised  its
pay by 125%.

A motion was submitted to see
the  monthly  compensation
climb to $1,125, but a council ma­
jority  consisting  of  Mayor  Pro
Tem Glenn Grandis and Council­
men  Ted  Bui  and  Jim  Cunneen
struck  it  down.  State  law  would
have  required  that  a  change  in
compensation did not go into ef­
fect until the next election cycle.

“I  consider  being  up  here  a
volunteer position,” Grandis said
ahead of the vote. “The compen­
sation  that  we  receive  of  $500  a
month, I donate to charity. I don’t
accept  it,  and  if  it  goes  up  to
$1,125, I will continue to donate it
and will not accept it, or I donate
it to autism charity. 

“If  we  go  to  this  [proposed]
number,  that’s  $13,500  per  year,
that’s  $54,000  per  election  cycle.
You can go for three election cy­
cles. That’s $162,000. That’s where

compensation  comes  in,  not
campaign  contributions.  I  just
think that … in order to [serve on
the council] for the right reasons
and to get people in the future to
do it for the right reasons, I am a
no vote on this.”

Cunneen  described  the  coun­
cil’s  salary  as  “nominal,”  and  he
added the optics would not  look
good  if  council  decided  to  more
than double its pay.

“I  think  the  money  could  be
better spent in other areas of the
city,”  Cunneen  said.  “We  have  a
lot  of  expenditures  where  we
don’t  have  a  lot  of  control,  but

this  is  something  we  do  have
control,  and  I  just  feel  like  this
isn’t something we should spend
on us.”

According to the Bureau of La­
bor Statistics, the value of $500 in
1997 would equate to nearly $950
now when adjusted for  inflation.
A recent  survey  of  Orange
County cities showed the average
monthly  compensation,  includ­
ing  benefits,  for  council  mem­
bers to be $1,453.86.

Burns  said  the  survey  was  in­
complete,  as  some  cities  re­

F.V. City Council rejects pay raise

Andrew Turner

THE FOUNTAIN VALLEY City Council, pictured at a meeting in
council chambers April 18, rejected an ordinance that would have more
than doubled monthly pay for council members on Tuesday.

BY ANDREW TURNER

See Raise, page A2
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THE COACH HOUSE

6/23 TINA TURNER TRIBUTE featuring Debby HoliDay
6/24 PRINCE AGAIN (Prince TribuTe)
6/25 THE WAILERS
6/28 JOHN CRUZ “We Do iT islanD sTyle”
6/29 YYNOT (rusH TribuTe)
6/30 THE SWEET
7/1 MICK ADAMS & THE STONES
7/5 LYLE LOVETT and His Large Band
7/7 THE FABULOUS THUNDERBIRDS
7/8 HENRY KAPONO
7/12 JIMMY WEBB
7/14 ROBERT JON & THE WRECK / Gethen Jenkins
7/15 SHINE ON – Pink Floyd Experience
7/16 TONY BENNETT SONGBOOK

(TribuTe feaT. Mark Verabian)
7/19 THE JERRY DOUGLAS BAND
7/20 DAVID NAIL
7/21 CLASSIC ALBUMS LIVE:

Fleetwood Mac Rumours
7/22 Y & T
7/28 SPACE ODDITY (DaViD boWie TribuTe)
7/29 KIDS OF CHARLEMAGNE (sTeely Dan TribuTe)
8/2 ERIC GALES
8/4 PABLO CRUISE
8/5 HONK / JACK TEMPCHIN
8/6 MICHIGAN RATTLERS
8/11 THE HIGHWAYMAN SHOW
8/12 JOURNEY USA (Journey TribuTe)
8/13 THE RAT PACK
8/18 SPYRO GYRA
8/19 MADELEINE PEYROUX
8/23 JEFF “SKUNK” BAXTER
8/25 SUPER DIAMOND (neil DiaMonD TribuTe)
8/26 SUPER DIAMOND (neil DiaMonD TribuTe)
8/31 GILBY CLARKE and The Keef Richards
9/1 BANG TANGO / ENUFF Z’NUFF
9/2 THE PETTY BREAKERS (ToM PeTTy TribuTe)
9/8 ULI JON ROTH

- Interstellar Sky Guitar Tour
9/13 SAMANTHA FISH / Eric Johanson
9/14 THE MAN IN BLACK (JoHnny casH TribuTe)
9/15 DON McLEAN

‘The American Pie’ 50TH anniVersary Tour
9/16 THE FENIANS – Half way to St. Patrick’s Day
9/17 BENISE: Fiesta!
9/20 PHANTOM PLANET

9/21 KEIKO MATSUI
9/22 AL STEWART / The Empty Pockets
9/23 BEATLES VS STONES - A Musical Showdown
9/24 MOLLY HATCHET
9/28 KOFI BAKER’S Cream Faith
9/29 JOHN WAITE
9/30 GARRISON KEILLOR TONIGHT
10/5 GEOFF TATE’S BIG ROCK SHOW
10/6 BULLETBOYS with special guests XYZ
10/7 RONDSTADT REVIVAL (linDa ronDsTaDT TribuTe)
10/8 LOUIE CRUZ BELTRAN
10/12 CRYSTAL BOWERSOX
10/13 DESPERADO (eagles TribuTe)
10/14 DESPERADO (eagles TribuTe)
10/15 JOURNEYMAN (eric claPTon TribuTe)
10/18 FUNNIEST HOUSEWIVES (coMeDy sHoW)
10/19 PAT TRAVERS BAND
10/27 PIANO MEN (billy Joel anD elTon JoHn TribuTe)
10/29 MARTIN SEXTON
10/31 OINGO BOINGO FORMER MEMBERS
11/1 RIDERS IN THE SKY

(acousTic WesTern coWboy Music anD HuMor)
11/5 BEN OTTEWELL / IAN BALL
11/8 RODNEY CROWELL
11/9 THE YOUNG DUBLINERS
11/12 WISHBONE ASH
11/15 LEONID & FRIENDS (cHicago TribuTe)
11/16 LEONID & FRIENDS (cHicago TribuTe)
11/18 ABBAFAB (abba TribuTe)
11/22 QRST (Queen/rusH/sTyx TribuTe)
11/26 ARETHA

Starring Charity Lockhart
11/30 THE MUSICAL BOX

- selling englanD by THe PounD
12/1 THE MUSICAL BOX

- selling englanD by THe PounD
12/2 LEE ROCKER of the Stray Cats
12/8 GENE LOVES JEZEBEL / BOW WOW WOW
12/22 AMBROSIA: A Very Special Holiday Show

SUN, JUN 25SUN, JUN 25
THETHE

WAILERSWAILERS

FRI, JUN 30FRI, JUN 30
THETHE
SWEETSWEET

WED, JUN 28WED, JUN 28
JOHNJOHN
CRUZCRUZ

FRI, JUL 7FRI, JUL 7
THE FABULOUSTHE FABULOUS
THUNDERBIRDSTHUNDERBIRDS

WED, JUL 12WED, JUL 12
JIMMYJIMMY
WEBBWEBB

WED, JUL 19WED, JUL 19
THETHE JERRYJERRY

DOUGLASDOUGLAS BANDBAND

THU, JUL 20THU, JUL 20
DAVIDDAVID
NAILNAIL

FRI, JUL 14FRI, JUL 14
ROBRT JONROBRT JON
& THE WRECK& THE WRECK

ACROSS 

1 Faucet
4 Drag one’s feet
9 Gross
13 Graceful dance
14 “Sesame Street”
character
15 Zip
16 No more than
17 Soul­cleansing
ritual
19 Word of mild
surprise
20 Waken
21 Helpful tips
22 Painfully thin
24 Greyhound
vehicle
25 Matched up
27 Give a gift
30 Last name for
2 U.S. presidents
31 Ferguson or
Palin
33 Go for the gold
35 Yankee
Doodle’s mount
36 Earn
37 Coastal bird
38 First letters
39 Hippie’s
greeting
40 Coleslaw
recipe verb
41 Stranger
43 Heats milk to
near boiling
44 Forest animal
45 Disney dog
46 Tree with
chocolaty pods
49 Water vapor
51 All __ sudden
54 Great joy
56 Aspen gear
57 Nursery rhyme
farmer’s home
58 “Why __ I think
of that?”
59 Brain wave
tests
60 Spot
61 Woman’s
garment
62 Classifieds

DOWN

1 Ditty
2 Loyalty
3 Shell out
4 Instant

5 Brook __; VA’s
state fish
6 Landers &
others
7 “Get a __!”; cry to
a busybody
8 Marvin or
Majors
9 __ on; demand

10 Invent, as a
phrase
11 Shoelace
problem
12 Hankerings
13 Take everything
for oneself
18 “Be quiet!”
20 French streets

23 Fighting force
24 Outscore
25 Mama’s man
26 Sun­dried brick
27 Actress Larson
28 Failed to notice
29 Did an
electrician’s job
31 Scorch
32 “Joan of __”;
Ingrid Bergman
film
34 Make __ meet;
get by
36 Unassuming
37 TV’s “__ ‘70s
Show”
39 Cockpit figure
40 Lowlife
42 Doubter’s
question
43 Tilts to one
side
45 Lowly laborers
46 Relinquish
47 Firefighters’
tools
48 Actor Robert
49 __ up; incite
50 Wave
movement
52 Exports from
Turkey
53 Mule’s father
55 __­on; building
wing
56 __ green; aqua

THE DAILY

COMMUTER

PUZZLE

By Jacqueline 
E. Mathews

SUDOKU

By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3­by­3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media

Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.
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Way’s “real cost measure.”
Housing  remains  a  bur­

den for many. About 40% of
Orange  County  families
spend 30% or more of their
income  to  stay  in  their
homes. 

Statewide,  4.3  million
households  pay  almost
one­third  of  their  income
on  housing.  Counties  with
the  highest  percentage  of
residents  living  below
United Way’s real cost mea­
sure  included  Marin
County  with  48%,  Imperial
County  with  44%,  Santa
Barbara  County  with  42%
and  Los  Angeles  County
with 40%.

Those  with  less  educa­
tion  struggle  more  than
others.  The  heads  of  about
68%  of  households  making
less than the real cost mea­
sure  did  not  have  a  high
school  diploma.  In  com­
parison,  only  about  18%

had at least a bachelor’s de­
gree.

“We’re  diving  into  the
data  to  figure  out  how  we
can  use  the  information  to
inform  how  our  programs
will  function  over  the  next
five  years  to  help  Orange
County  residents  achieve

financial  stability  and  im­
prove  their  lives,”  said  An­
drew  Fahmy,  executive  di­
rector  of  Orange  County
United Way’s United for Fi­
nancial Security Initiative. 
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VOLUNTEER CAROL MADDUX organizes dozens of eggs
at the Laguna Food Pantry in Laguna Beach last week. 

Continued from page A1

STRUGGLE

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

sponded that they provided
benefits  but  did  not  dis­
close  the  monetary  value

associated  with  them.
Fountain  Valley  does  not
pay  for  benefits  for  council
members.

Mayor  Kim  Constantine
and  Councilman  Patrick
Harper found themselves in

the  minority  in  seeking  to
approve the proposed ordi­
nance.

“Our goal is to be kind of
at  the  50%  mark  with  re­
spect  to  other  Orange
County  cities,”  Harper  said
in  opening  the  council’s
comments. “We all spend a
lot  of  time  beyond  just  the
council meetings, preparing
for  the  agenda,  attending
events,  and  really  trying  to
serve  the  public.  We  don’t
do  it  for  the  money,  but  at
the  same  time,  I  think  it’s
appropriate  to  provide
compensation  that’s  in  line
with other cities.”

The  neighboring  cities  of
Costa  Mesa  ($904.40),  Gar­
den  Grove  ($1,312.34),
Huntington  Beach  ($1,512)
and  Santa  Ana  ($1,000)  all
exceed  Fountain  Valley  in
base pay per month.

“It’s  so  minimal,  I  think
we should go zero,” Bui said
of  the  council’s  monthly
pay.  “Because  really,  we’re
up  here  to  represent  our
constituents.  They  elect  us
to represent them, to have a
voice for them where there’s
an issue, where no one can
stand  up  and  help  them
voice  those  comments  or
concerns.”

Continued from page A1

RAISE

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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July 15–Aug. 4

by Sandra Delgado
Directed by Cheryl Lynn Bruce

Family-friendly theatre—LIVE under the stars!

atMISSION SAN JUANCAPISTRANO

Performancesat7:30pm

Stepback to the 1960s as theMission transforms into LaHavanaMadrid, Chicago’s legendary
nightclub. Newly arrived Latino immigrantsdine, danceandfindcommunity—to theglorious rhythms
ofmamboand salsa! At LaHavanaMadrid, it doesn’tmatterwhere you come from—musicmeans

homeand everyone iswelcome.

Recommended for ages 12+

APlayWith
LatinMusic
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BSC 223468
NOTICE OF PETITION

TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
LOETA MILLER

30-2023-01327672-PR-LA-CMC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: LOETA 
MILLER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by  
ROBERT DIETZ in the Superior Court of California, 
County of ORANGE. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that  
ROBERT DIETZ be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.   
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and 
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for examination in the file 
kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act.  (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval.  Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held on  
July 06, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM6
located at:  3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
The court is providing the convenience to 
appear for hearing by video using the court’s 
designated video platform. This is a no cost 
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website 
at The Superior Court of California - County of 
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for 
Probate hearings and for remote hearing 
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or 
are unable to connect to your remote hearing, 
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to 
appear in-person, you can appear in the 
department on the day/time set for your 
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing.  Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.  
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for the Petitioner: 
DOMINIC J. RODONO, ESQ. / SAVANNAH ANDRE, 
ESQ.
THE LEGACY LAWYERS, APC
18872 MACARTHUR BLVD., STE 300
IRVINE, CA 92612
Published in the HUNTINGTON BEACH 
INDEPENDENT on: 6/8, 6/15 & 6/22/2023
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BSC 223458
NOTICE OF PETITION

TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
ALICE BAYER

30-2023-01328020-PR-LA-CMC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: ALICE 
BAYER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by  
Gordon K. Hubel in the Superior Court of 
California, County of ORANGE. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that  
Gordon K. Hubel be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.   
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act.  (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval.  Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held on  
July 06, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM6
located at:  3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
The court is providing the convenience to 
appear for hearing by video using the court’s 
designated video platform. This is a no cost 
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website 
at The Superior Court of California - County of 
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for 
Probate hearings and for remote hearing 
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or 
are unable to connect to your remote hearing, 
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to 
appear in-person, you can appear in the 
department on the day/time set for your 
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing.  Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.  
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for the Petitioner: 
PETER A. SAHIN, ESQ
VELASCO LAW GROUP, APC
333 W. BROADWAY, STE 100
LONG BEACH, CA 90802
Published in the HUNTINGTON BEACH 
INDEPENDENT on: 6/8, 6/15 & 6/22/2023
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An  effort  on  the  part  of
some  Irvine  parents  to
teach  their  children  entre­
preneurship  led  to  a  more
charitable endeavor that on
Sunday  came  to  fruition  as
their  kids  delivered  pillows
they  had  created  them­
selves  to  a  homeless  com­
munity in Newport Beach.

Sean  Young,  one  of  the
adults who shepherded the
group,  said  the  plan  for  an
informal  summer  program
arose out of the parents’ de­
sire  to  teach their offspring
how  to  contribute  to  soci­
ety. 

The  idea  came  together
after  a  conversation  with
another  parent,  Yama  Ak­
bari,  during  a  children’s
birthday  party,  Young  said.
At one point the discussion
turned  to  Akbari’s  father
having  operated  an  ice
cream truck when he came
to America. 

“I was lucky. I  ... grew up
in  [Corona  del  Mar],  and
my  parents  did  what  they
could to have us appreciate
living here, but  it was diffi­
cult because it’s so beautiful
and  we  had  what  we  need
here,”  Young  said.  “But  the
conversation  with  [Akbari]
started  with  ‘What  do  you
think?  What  can  we  do  so
that  the  kids  appreciate
what they have and under­
stand?  How  can  ...  kids  liv­
ing  in  Orange  County  and
having  so  much  of  what
they  need,  learn  practical
skills and business but also
learn how to help the com­
munity?’”

The  first  week  of  meet­
ings,  which  started  in  early
June,  focused  on  devel­
oping  entrepreneurship
and  business  skills.  The
second focused on how the
kids could use those skills. 

Young’s  daughter,  Melo­
dy, 8, said the kids, accom­
panied by their parents, vis­
ited  homeless  individuals
living  at  the  Fashion  Island
bus stop near Avocado Ave­
nue on June 12.

“It  was  kind  of  strange.

When we got there, we wer­
en’t  sure  what  would  hap­
pen,  but  there  was  only  a
couple  of  people.  There
used  to  be  a  whole  lot
there,”  said  Melody.  “We
learned [in the first week of
meeting]  that  there  needs
to be a need. For homeless
people,  it’s  pretty  easy  for
them  to  have  a  need.  You
can  pretty  much  give  them
anything  that  would  be
helpful,  so  we  learned  the
needs  and  problems  and
solutions.”

Melody’s  5­year­old
brother, Maverick, said they
wanted  to  help  the  home­
less  because  of  their  diffi­
cult situation.

“They  didn’t  have  lots  of
things.  They  only  had  a
blanket  and  a  tent,  so  if
they didn’t have any food or
water, they would die, so we
gave  them  food  and  pil­
lows,”  he  said.  “So,  we
made  pillows  for  them  be­
cause they were sleeping on
the floor.” 

Arianna  Akbari,  10,  said

that  they  had  already
known the homeless would
need  food  and  water,  but
on the children’s first visit to
the  area  they  learned  they
could  also  use  items  that
provide comfort.

So,  the  children  learned

from  family  members  how
to  sew,  then  worked  with
each  other.  Frances  Akbari,
the  mother  of  Arianna  and
Lina  Akbari,  said  they
wanted  the  project  to  be

something  the  kids  could
make  and  take  ownership
of. 

“It’s a  lot more meaning­
ful  than  just  handing  them
things  they  obviously  al­
ready  need,  but  having  the
[handmade]  pillows  was  a
little bit more of a personal
touch,” Frances Akbari said.

Her  daughter,  Arianna,
added,  “If  you  don’t  have  a
pillow  to  sleep  on,  they
won’t  sleep  good.  It’s  for
comfort.”  She  said  when
she  handed  one  of  the
homeless  men  a  pillow,  he
started to cry and said that
he  would  beat  up  anyone
that tried to steal it.

Melody said they brought
another  woman,  Linda,  a
grilled cheese sandwich she
had  requested  during  their
first visit earlier this month,
and  that  she  fell  into  tears
when she saw it. Linda told
Melody  that  people  often
give her food and water but
that she had been craving a

grilled  cheese  and  was
thankful  they  remembered
when  they  returned  to  the
site on Sunday.

“They  seemed  to  really
like getting any sort of thing
most  of  the  time,”  said
Hanna  Saeidi,  12.  “They
were  really  grateful  for  all
the  people  that  help  them
because I heard there’s a lot
of  people  who  help  the
people  in  this  area.  One  of
them  found  a  Minecraft
sheep  toy,  and  they  had  it
inside of their tent.”

The  group  next  hopes  to
make  toys  for  local  animal
shelters, including the facil­
ity  that  recently  opened  in
Newport Beach.

“I  think  a  lot  of  [the  im­
petus for the group] is this:
We  live  in  this  community.
Irvine is the safest midsized
city  in America. Super safe,
super  big  bubble  in  a  bub­
ble.  All  of  these  kids  live  in
University  Hills  ...  and
there’s a lack of perspective
in what they see every day,”
said Melody and Maverick’s
mother,  Renee  Young,  who
is  a  child  therapist  and  so­
cial worker. 

“It’s an effort that the par­
ents  have  to  put  out  to
show their children that not
every  human,  animal,  cre­
ature  has  all  this  privilege.
I’m  sure  all  the  parents
here,  either  through  our
own upbringing or through
our  own  personal  experi­
ences  has  educated  our­
selves  or  lived  through  the
experience  of  not  having
everything ... but I think it’s
been a great opportunity ...
because  they  don’t  really
see it and if they don’t see it,
they  don’t  know,”  Young
said. “I can tell them stories
because  I’ve  been  a  social
worker  in  a  lot  of  places  ...
and  tell  them  all  about  it,
but they don’t really under­
stand  unless  they  see  the
experience  of  somebody
else.”

Irvine kids find ways to give back to community

ARIANNA AKBARI hands a pillow she sewed herself to a homeless man near a Fashion Island bus stop on Avocado Avenue.
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Linda
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Young on
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BSC 223499
NOTICE OF PETITION

TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
NICKOLAS TOKARUK, aka 

NICKOLAS JOHN TOKARUK
30-2023-01321829-PR-LS-CMC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: 
NICKOLAS TOKARUK, aka NICKOLAS JOHN 
TOKARUK.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by  
DONALD H. McCOMB, JR., aka DONALD H. 
McCOMB in the Superior Court of California, 
County of ORANGE. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that  
DONALD H. McCOMB, JR., aka DONALD H. 
McCOMB  be appointed as personal representative 
to administer the estate of the decedent.   
THE PETITION requests the decedent’s will and 
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The will and 
any codicils are available for examination in the file 
kept by the court. 
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act.  (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval.  Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held on  
July 13, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM6
located at:  3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
The court is providing the convenience to 
appear for hearing by video using the court’s 
designated video platform. This is a no cost 
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website 
at The Superior Court of California - County of 
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for 
Probate hearings and for remote hearing 
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or 
are unable to connect to your remote hearing, 
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to 
appear in-person, you can appear in the 
department on the day/time set for your 
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing.  Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.  
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for the Petitioner: 
THOMAS ARMSTRONG, of Counsel
VELASCO LAW GROUP, APC
333 W. BROADWAY, STE 100
LONG BEACH, CA 90802
Published in the HUNTINGTON BEACH 
INDEPENDENT on: 6/15, 6/22 & 6/29/2023
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NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE TS No.: C.377-550 APN:

936-520-23 Title Order No.:  2156608CAD YOU ARE

IN  DEFAULT  UNDER  A  DEED  OF  TRUST  DATED

6/3/2008. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT

YOUR  PROPERTY,  IT  MAY  BE  SOLD  AT  A  PUBLIC

SALE.  IF  YOU  NEED  AN  EXPLANATION  OF  THE

NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU

SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. A public auction sale

to the highest bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn

on a state or national bank, check drawn by a state

or federal credit union, or a check drawn by a state

or federal  savings and loan association,  or savings

association,  or  savings  bank  specified  in  Section

5102 of  the  Financial  Code  and  authorized  to  do

business  in  this  state  will  be  held  by  the  duly

appointed trustee as shown below, of all right, title,

and  interest  conveyed  to  and  now  held  by  the

trustee in the hereinafter described property under

and pursuant to a Deed of Trust described below.

The  sale  will  be  made,  but  without  covenant  or

warranty,  expressed  or  implied,  regarding  title,

possession, or encumbrances, to pay the remaining

principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of

Trust,  with  interest  and  late  charges  thereon,  as

provided in the note(s),  advances, under the terms

of the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges

and expenses of the Trustee for the total amount (at

the time of the initial  publication of the Notice of

Sale)  reasonably  estimated  to  be  set  forth  below.

The  amount  may  be  greater  on  the  day  of  sale.

Trustor:  Aaron  Miles  Carter,  unmarried  and  Seth

Lewis  Carter,  unmarried  Duly  Appointed  Trustee:

PROBER AND RAPHAEL, ALC Recorded 6/18/2008 as

Instrument No. 2008000291232 in book N/A, page

N/A of Official Records in the office of the Recorder

of  Orange  County,  California,  Date  of  Sale:

7/13/2023 at 12:00 PM Place of Sale:  At the north

front entrance to the county courthouse, 700 Civic

Center Drive West, Santa Ana, CA 92701 Amount of

unpaid  balance  and  other  charges:  $320,972.19

Street Address or other common designation of real

property:  406  E  BAY  AVE  UNIT  10  J,  NEWPORT

BEACH,  CA  92661-1268  A.P.N.:  936-520-23  Legal

Description  -  See  attached  Exhibit  A  EXHIBIT  "A"

PARCEL  1:  AN  UNDIVIDED  ONE-TENTH  (1/10TH)

INTEREST IN AND TO LOT 1, OF TRACT NO. 12035, IN

THE  CITY  OF  NEWPORT  BEACH,  COUNTY  OF

ORANGE,  STATE  OF  CALIFORNIA,  AS  PER  MAP

RECORDED  IN  BOOK  521,  PAGES  5  AND  6,  OF

MISCELLANEOUS  MAPS,  AND  CERTIFICATE  OF

CORRECTION  RECORDED  MARCH  8,  1985  AS

INSTRUMENT  NO.  85-082252,  OF  OFFICIAL

RECORDS,  IN  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  COUNTY

RECORDER  OF  SAID  COUNTY.EXCEPTING

THEREFROM,  ALL  UNITS  AS  SHOWN  UPON  THE

CONDOMINIUM PLAN RECORDED AS INSTRUMENT

NO.  84-221820,  OF  OFFICIAL  RECORDS  OF  SAID

COUNTY. PARCEL 2: UNIT 10 AS SHOWN UPON THE

CONDOMINIUM  PLAN  REFERRED  TO  IN  PARCEL  1

ABOVE.  The  undersigned  Trustee  disclaims  any

liability for any incorrectness of the street address or

other common designation, if any, shown above. If

no street address or other common designation is

shown,  directions  to  the  location  of  the  property

may be obtained by sending a written request  to

the beneficiary  within  10 days of  the date of  first

publication  of  this  Notice  of  Sale.  NOTICE  TO

POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding

on this  property lien,  you should understand that

there  are  risks  involved  in  bidding  at  a  trustee

auction.  You will be bidding on a lien, not on the

property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee

auction does not  automatically entitle you to free

and  clear  ownership  of  the  property.  You  should

also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may

be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the

auction, you are or may be responsible for paying

off  all  liens senior  to the lien being auctioned off,

before you can receive clear  title  to the property.

You  are  encouraged  to  investigate  the  existence,

priority, and size of outstanding liens that may exist

on this property by contacting the county recorder's

office or a title insurance company, either of which

may  charge  you  a  fee  for  this  information.  If  you

consult  either  of  these  resources,  you  should  be

aware  that  the same  lender  may hold  more  than

one  mortgage  or  deed  of  trust  on  the  property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown

on  this  notice  of  sale  may  be  postponed  one  or

more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee,

or  a  court,  pursuant  to  Section  2924g  of  the

California  Civil  Code.  The  law  requires  that

information about trustee  sale  postponements  be

made  available  to  you  and  to  the  public,  as  a

courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish

to  learn  whether  your  sale  date  has  been

postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time

and date for the sale of this property, you may call

(800)  683-2468  or  visit  this  Internet  Web  site

www.servicelinkasap.com,  using  the  file  number

assigned to this case C.377-550. Information about

postponements  that  are  very short  in  duration or

that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may

not  immediately  be  reflected  in  the  telephone

information or  on the Internet  Web  site.  The best

way  to  verify  postponement  information  is  to

attend the scheduled sale. For sales conducted after

January 1, 2021: NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have

a right  to purchase this  property after  the trustee

auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California

Civil Code. If you are an "eligible tenant buyer," you

can purchase the property if you match the last and

highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are

an "eligible bidder,"  you may be able to purchase

the property if you exceed the last and highest bid

placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps

to exercising this right of purchase.  First,  48 hours

after the date of the trustee sale, you can call (800)

683-2468,  or  visit  this  internet  website

www.servicelinkasap.com,  using  the  file  number

assigned to this case C.377-550 to find the date on

which the trustee's sale was held, the amount of the

last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee.

Second, you must send a written notice of intent to

place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more

than 15 days after the trustee's sale. Third, you must

submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more

than 45 days after the trustee's sale. If you think you

may qualify as an "eligible tenant buyer" or "eligible

bidder," you should consider contacting an attorney

or appropriate real estate professional immediately

for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.

Date: 6/7/2023 PROBER AND RAPHAEL, ALC 20750

Ventura Blvd. #100 Woodland Hills, California 91364

Sale Line: (800) 683-2468 Rita Terzyan, Trustee Sale

Officer  A-4787778  06/15/2023,  06/22/2023,

06/29/2023
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

through “R” and “NC­17.”
Bolton,  an  attorney,

warned that passage of the
item could open the city up
to litigation.

“There’s  safeguards  in
the system against obscen­
ity  at  every  step,”  she  said.
“That’s  just  the  way  the
book business works ... and
that  is  the  way  the  1st
Amendment  works.  The
default  is,  the  government
doesn’t get involved in this.
The parents decide.”

The  Huntington  Beach
Public Library system does
have a system in place for a
review  process  if  a  patron
believes a book is inappro­
priately categorized. Acting
director of community and
library  services  Ashley
Wysocki  said  during  the
meeting  it  has  been  re­
quested  just  five  times  in
the last five years.

One  of  those  five  review
requests  was  made  by  Van
Der  Mark  in  2020,  and  it
was  successful  in  moving
“Gender Queer: A Memoir”
to  the  adult  section  of  the
library.

“Whether  it  is  a  sticker
on  the  book  that  lets  the
parents  know  it’s  sexually
graphic,  whether  it’s  a  sec­
tion — whatever it is — we
are open to any ideas,” Van
Der Mark said. “I just don’t
understand  why  anybody
has  a  problem  with  warn­
ing  parents  that  some  of
this  material  is  in  these
books.”

But  Moser  said  these
suggestions  constituted
government restrictions on
speech,  in  violation  of  the
1st Amendment. 

“Book  banning  sets  a
dangerous  precedent,”
Moser  said.  “Once  censor­
ship  is  introduced,  it  be­
comes  easier  to  justify  the
restriction  of  other  materi­
als based on subjective cri­
teria  or  personal  prefer­
ences.  This  slippery  slope
can  undermine  the  princi­
ples of intellectual freedom
and potentially lead to fur­
ther censorship.”

Some  public  speakers
said Van Der Mark was tak­
ing  passages  from  the
books  out  of  context.  Oth­
ers  called  her  idea  fascist
and  compared  what  they
saw as a book ban to what
happened  in  Nazi  Ger­
many during the 1930s.

“For the sake of Hunting­
ton  Beach,  quit  acting  like
junior high schoolyard bul­
lies,” said Brenda Glim, the
first  public  speaker  of  the
night.  “Stay  in  your  freak­
ing  lane  and  work  on  the
city  budget,  homelessness,
crime and potholes. Let the
career  experts  do  their  job
that  they  were  hired  to  do.
Most  especially,  keep  your
unintelligent,  lack  of
knowledge,  power  grab­

brary.  I  know  this,  because
I’ve  been  doing  this  for  six
years  ...  These  [proposed
restrictions]  are  safeguards
to protect our kids.”

Kalmick  argued  that  he
believed the recommended
action did constitute a ban.

“Making  something  un­
available  to  someone  is  a
synonym  for  banning  it,”
he  said.  “I  think  all  of  the
issues  that  were  brought
up  by  the  mayor  pro  tem
have  been  solved  by  using
the existing process. I have
a 4­year­old  who  I  have

now taken to all but one of
the  public  libraries  in  this
city,  and  I  don’t  let  her  out
of  my  sight  when  she’s
there  because  she’s  4.  She
also  can’t  read,  so  ...  we’re
confusing  the  term  child
with  young  adult  and  ado­
lescent and teenager in this
conversation.”

In the 1973 case Miller v.
California,  the  U.S.
Supreme  Court  upheld  the
prosecution  of  a  California
publisher  for  the  distribu­
tion  of  obscene  materials.
The  three­pronged  Miller
test remains a guideline for
determining  if  something
meets  the  federal  standard
of  being  called  obscene,

and  thus  not  protected
under  the  1st  Amendment
right of free speech.

Under  Van  Der  Mark’s
item,  City  Manager  Al
Zelinka will work with City
Atty. Michael Gates, return­
ing  this  September  with
options  for  stopping  mi­
nors from viewing obscene
and/or  pornographic
books  or  materials  at  pub­
lic libraries. The item states
that  Gates  would  analyze
and  evaluate  the  books  to
see if they are protected by
the 1st Amendment. 

Strickland  said  a  system
could be comparable to the
Motion Picture Assn. movie
rating  system  of  “G”

bing,  pandering,  show­
boating  paws  off  our  li­
brary.”

Author Elana K. Arnold, a
former  Surf  City  resident
who  now  lives  in  Long
Beach,  was  another  public
speaker. She said she is the
second­most  banned  au­
thor  in  the  United  States,
according to PEN America,
with  young  adult  novels
that mostly focus on stories
that  explore  being  female,
including  misogyny  and
rape culture.

“When we ban books, we

are  declaring  certain  peo­
ple  to  be  unacceptable,”
she  said.  “When  we  ban
books,  we  shut  down  con­
versation.  When  we  ban
books, the bullies win.”

PEN  America  Los  Ange­
les  director  Allison  Lee  re­
leased  a  statement
Wednesday  saying  she  was
disappointed  in  the  City
Council’s vote.

“In this case, the council
voted  along  party  lines  to
endorse  this  censorious
idea, which flies in the face
of our constitution, despite
overwhelming  community
objection,”  Lee  said  in  a
statement.  “We  stand  with
the  Huntington  librarians
and all who voiced opposi­
tion to the growing effort to
ban  books  and  suppress
ideas,  which  continues  to
take new forms.”

Earlier  Tuesday,  prior  to
the  vote,  state  Sen.  Dave
Min,  a  Democrat,  released
a statement  that  the
agenda  item  was  deeply
concerning and against the
country’s  tradition  of  free
speech.  A  section  of  Hunt­
ington  Beach  falls  into
Min’s senatorial district.

Heidi  Vea,  however,  ar­
gued  during  public  com­
ments  that  liberals  and
progressives,  despite  what
they  might  say,  actually
hate free speech.

“I’ve personally been ac­
cused  of  engaging  in  the
leftist  label  ‘hate  speech,’”
she  said.  “It  seems  that
people are able to make up
labels  willy­nilly  and  then
claim  moral  authority  be­
cause  of  those  labels.  So,  I
label  your  books  indoctri­
nation  speech,  grooming
speech,  inappropriate  for

children speech.”
Due  to  the  length  of

Tuesday  night’s  meeting,
discussion  of  adopting  a
budget for fiscal year 2023­
24 was delayed until a spe­
cial  meeting  set  for  Mon­
day night. 

Kalmick  said  the  budget
is  expected  to  include  li­
brary  cuts,  including  pos­
sible branch closures.

That’s  further  disap­
pointing news to the hand­
ful of  librarians who spoke
Tuesday night. Alicia Tan, a
recent  Los  Alamitos  High
graduate,  is  working  as  a
summer  intern  for  the
Huntington  Beach  Public
Library  and  plans  to  go  to
become a librarian.

“While  ‘Gender  Queer’
does  contain  illustrations
with  nudity  and  sex,  the
true  crux  and  meaning  of
the  novel  is  a  coming­of­
age  story  about  a  nonbi­
nary and asexual teenager,”
Tan  said.  “Why  are  we  try­
ing  to  stop  teenagers  from
reading stories about teen­
agers?”

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

TWO COMMUNITY members who oppose Mayor Pro Tem
Gracey Van Der Mark’s agenda item, and one who is for it,
stand side by side during Tuesday night’s meeting. 
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“If  this  is  what  you  want  for  your
kids,  go  for  it,  but  a  lot  of  parents
don’t  know  this  material  is  in
these  books.”

Gracey Van Der Mark

Huntington Beach mayor pro tem

into  shelters  and,  ulti­
mately, homes.

“You  take  people  who
were  formerly  experienc­
ing  homelessness,  who
cannot  live  on  their  own
because  they  were  home­
less for so long or have dis­
abilities  or  other  things,
and  you  bring  the  services
on site to them,” he said.

The  project’s  $45.4­mil­
lion  total  cost  combines
Costa  Mesa’s  $4  million
with  $27.7­million  Califor­
nia Project Homekey fund­
ing  that  will  go  to  AFH  for
construction,  $6.8  million
in  county  housing  funds
and  a  $3  million  potential
commitment  from  neigh­
boring  Newport  Beach,
which would use a portion
of the units.

Costa  Mesa’s  contrib­
ution comes from $1.5 mil­
lion  in  federal  American
Rescue  Plan  act  funding
and another $2.5 million of
low­  to  moderate­incom­
ing  housing  asset  funds
that will be repaid, with in­
terest,  by  the  developer

throughout  a  55­year  af­
fordability covenant.

Among the 76 new units,
48  will  be  subsidized
through  housing  vouchers
issued  by  the  county,
which  will  select  residents
based  on  need.  Of  the  re­
maining 28 units, 16 will go
directly to Costa Mesa resi­
dents  and  12  will  go  to
those from Newport Beach.

Approval  of  the  Trav­
elodge  conversion  comes
as  another  Costa  Mesa
Homekey property — a for­
mer  Motel  6  at  2274  New­
port  Blvd.—  is  also  being
renovated  to  provide  87
units  of  permanent  sup­
portive  housing  for  at­risk
veterans and seniors.

Councilman Don Harper
questioned  the  impact  of
such projects on surround­
ing areas.

“I just want to know how
this  level  of  income  in
neighborhoods, how  it  im­
pacts  the  community  and
if it’s negative or positive or
it’s neutral,” he said.

Robbins  cited  a  recent
impact  study  produced  by
UC  Irvine’s  Livable  Cities
Lab,  which  found  while
surrounding  home  values

increased  after  such  proj­
ects  were  built,  assaults,
burglaries  and  vehicle
thefts went down.

Costa Mesa resident Bob
Morse,  who  spoke  in  a
public comment portion of
the  meeting,  echoed  this
sentiment.

“One  of  the  amazing
things  [from  the  report]
was  the  closer  you  are  to
the  project,  the  more  your
property value goes up,” he
said. “So if you’re right next
door,  you’ve  got  a  bonus
coming.”

Council  members  ap­
proved the $4­million allo­
cation 5­1 (Councilman Jeff
Harlan  was  absent)  with
Harper  casting  the  lone
dissenting vote. 

Mayor  John  Stephens
called  the  development  a
“wonderful  collaboration”
to reduce homelessness.

“When we get done with
this,  just to put it  into per­
spective,  we’ll  have  163
permanent  supportive
homes  where  people  will
get shelter every night,” he
said.

Continued from page A1

HOUSING

sara.cardine@latimes.com

Twitter: @SaraCardine


