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24 more

COVID-19
deaths
reported
in county

In addition, the O.C.
Health Care Agency
said on Saturday
there were 186 new
infections of the virus.

BY ANDREW TURNER

The Orange County Health
Care Agency reported 24 co-
ronavirus deaths and 186 new
infections on Saturday in its
latest numbers tracking the
virus.

Among the new data, 13 of
the deaths reported were as-
sisted living facility residents
and six were skilled nursing fa-
cility residents.

The county has had 1,340 fa-
talities due to COVID-19, the
disease caused by the virus.
The total number of cases in
the county now stands at
55,531.

Cases that required hospital-
ization number 169, with 61 of
those patients receiving treat-
ment in intensive care units.

The healthcare agency re-
ported 8,477 more tests for the
virus within the last day, bring-
ing the cumulative total of
tests administered to 937,718.
To date, an estimated 49,698
people have recovered from

See COVID-19, page A7
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BY ANDREW TURNER

hen he lost his father at
the age of 13, Michael
Rodriguez looked for

ways to fill the void.

He turned to the neighborhood
gang for support and began ex-
perimenting with drugs a short
time after. He was selling drugs
just to get by.

“Once my dad died when I was
13, I wanted that love,” said Rodri-
guez, 25, of Stanton. “They all
showed me love. I felt loved after
my dad died, and I started hang-
ing around with the wrong people,
started using drugs, tried heroin
after he died.

PREP COOK
Michael Rodriguez of
Stanton slices red
onions at Open Gate
Kitchen in Costa
Mesa. He is an Open
Gate International
culinary arts program
graduate.

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

OPEN GATE KITCHEN owner and founder Deidre Pujols, the wife of Angels baseball star Albert Pujols, at
the restaurant’s location in Costa Mesa. Pujols’ nonprofit organization takes people from vulnerable life
situations and gives them an opportunity to have sustained life success by learning the culinary arts.

Open Gate Kitchen dishes
out hope and opportunity

“I'tried it a few times. I wasn't
addicted to it, but I liked the feel-
ing. It kept me away from reality
... about losing my dad.”

One thing led to another. By 14,
Rodriguez was intermittently
homeless. By 17, Rodriguez found
a drug he had promised his dad
he would never do in metham-
phetamine. “T just cracked,” he
recalled. “I tried it out. It was bad
for a few years.”

Rodriguez said a family friend
told him about a culinary school
in Costa Mesa called Open Gate
International, and it has become
his way out.

The program takes aim at
equipping people from vulnerable

Laguna
chamber
hosts
online
forum

The five City Council
candidates address

development during
the panel discussion.

BY ANDREW TURNER

Candidates for the Laguna
Beach City Council convened
for a virtual forum over Zoom
on Friday with a chance to dis-
tinguish themselves to the city’s
registered voters.

Incumbents in the race are
Mayor Bob Whalen and Mayor
Pro Tem Steve Dicterow, while
Ruben Flores, Larry Nokes and
George Weiss are running as
challengers. All participated in
the forum, which was hosted by
the Laguna Beach Chamber of
Commerce.

The opening question cre-
ated a back-and-forth discus-
sion. It concerned a ballot initia-
tive for a future election that
would require major devel-
opment projects to go to a vote
of the people after it had gone
through review by city staff and
been approved by the City
Council.

Weiss separated himself as a
proponent of the initiative, say-
ing that nearby Costa Mesa,
Dana Point and Newport Beach
have all established or passed
similar initiatives.

“You've just got to bring out
the vote, for or against it,” Weiss
said. “Thats the democratic
process.”

Whalen said he believed in
the city’s process for approving
development projects. He said
that it has led to few projects as
is, citing the Coast Inn as one,
and added that he felt it was un-
necessary to further impede de-
velopment.

“We've got a good process,”
Whalen said. “I believe in our
staff. I believe in our planning
commission. I believe in our de-
sign review board, and ulti-
mately, I believe in our City
Council”

Nokes began the evening by
saying he wanted to ease regula-
tions to help bring in businesses
that residents frequent outside
of the town, and fittingly, he was
against the initiative, calling the
extra step “too cumbersome.”

“I think it’s going to discour-
age anybody from coming here

life situations with a skill set to
find gainful employment, but also
the life skills to make good
choices.

Both Rodriguez and his step-
brother, David Lopez, 30, work for
Open Gate Kitchen, the restaurant
and proving ground for the culi-
nary school’s graduates.

Open Gate International, an
Orange County-based culinary
school and nonprofit organiza-
tion, has produced 138 graduates
since it was launched in January
2017.

Guarded as one with his past
might be, Rodriguez recounted

See Kitchen, page A7

See Forum, page A4

Six artists display their work online
for OCC's ‘Almost Presidential’ exhibit

BY VERA CASTANEDA

Although arts director Tyler
Stallings didn’t have gallery access
to put together an in-person
show, he didn’t want to let the “Al-
most Presidential” exhibit go. It’s
an election year after all.

Instead he worked with cura-
tors and artists to reconfigure the
exhibit as an online project
through Orange Coast College’s
Frank M. Doyle Arts Pavilion.

“Almost Presidential” features
the work of six artists: Pio Abad,
Deborah  Aschheim, Matthew
Brannon, Cintia Segovia and ex-
hibition curators Marisa J. Futer-
nick and Rebecca Sittler. Their
new work focuses on presidents,
failed presidential candidates or
those who played supporting
roles to presidencies. The scope of
the online project isn't limited to
the U.S,, but also extends to Mexi-
co and the Philippines.

The artwork lives online on the
Orange Coast College website as a
photo slideshow.

The artists will also be high-
lighted in an ongoing monthly
newsletter, a film that will be re-
leased at the end of October and a
recorded Zoom panel discussion
that will be posted online for pub-
lic viewing.

“It’'s a way to extend the experi-
ence and part of it is to have a leg-
acy beyond the exhibition,”
Stallings said.

Coast Community College Dis-

Courtesy of Deborah Aschheim

“NOVEMBER 14, 1960 (Key Biscayne),” 2020, by Deborah Aschheim.

trict announced schools, includ-
ing OCC, will continue distance
learning through the spring se-
mester. Since the Doyle will re-
main closed in Costa Mesa,
Stallings is planning on organiz-

ing online programming for the
on-campus arts gallery through-
out the year.

In the Oct. 1 Zoom panel, Futer-

See Exhibit, page A7

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

NATALIE ELLIOTT, a Huntington Beach resident, has written her first
book, “Peny’s Purse: A True Story of a Determined and Brave Woman.”

Huntington Beach teacher
enlists 9-year-old’s help
to illustrate her first book

BY MATT SZABO something even more interest-
ing.

Huntington Beach resident She moved more than halfway
Natalie Elliott has always been across the country to Iowa.
someone to embrace a new op- “I wanted to experience
portunity. something totally different,” said

Elliott, who holds master’s de-  Elliott, 36, who found a home
grees from UCLA and Concordia teaching at Shuler Elementary
University, taught for 11 years at  in Clive, Iowa.
an elementary school in Watts, Naomi Davis was in Elliott’s
earning a Los Angeles County third-grade class last year and
Teacher of the Year honor in showed talent in art. When Elli-
2016. ott decided this spring to write

She pivoted to Plaza Vista Ele- her first children’s book, she
mentary in Irvine the following asked Naomi, 9, to be her illus-
year. Then, last year, the Foun-

tain Valley High graduate did See Boolk, page A3
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VOLUNTEERS INCLUDING Silas Newcott, 14, of Costa Mesa, left, help paint the crosswalk at Junipero and Arlington drives in Costa Mesa on Oct. 3.

Volunteers show their civic pride
at annual Love Costa Mesa Da

he morning of Oct. 4

found the city of

Costa Mesa’s cup
running over, as hundreds
of volunteers spent several
hours the day before en-
gaged in acts of service for
the betterment of the city
and its residents during
Love Costa Mesa Day.

Sponsored by local non-
profit Trellis, the annual
event allows people to list
projects where an extra
pair of hands may be
needed.

Volunteers sign up and
show up, painting fences,
weeding gardens, assem-
bling care kits and per-
forming other acts of serv-
ice.

“The goal is to just en-
courage neighbors to get
out here and love on every-
one,” said Sharon Hurd,
Trellis’ director of neigh-
borhood networks. “Love

"

VOLUNTEER JAMIE KRUSE of Costa Mesa helps with painting the artwork in front of the
skatepark in Costa Mesa on Oct. 3. More than 300 volunteers came out that day.

Costa Mesa Day can even
be considered a tool to get
out there working together,
building community but
also making our city a
better place to be.”

More than 300 volun-
teers turned out Oct. 3 to
contribute to nearly 30
low-touch, socially dis-
tanced or virtual projects.
High schoolers joined with
community members and
city staff and officials at the
intersection of Junipero
and Arlington drives, near
TeWinkle Park, to help
paint art designs in the
crosswalks while nearby,
volunteers touched up an
old mural at the city’s skate
park.

Kelli Frager, who led the
crosswalk painting project,
said her group painted
patterns designed by Costa
Mesa High School student
Esmeralda Andres, who

drew inspiration from the (] i)
natural beauty of TeWinkle
Park.

“My favorite part was
watching everyone take her
idea and build on it,” Fra-
ger said Monday. “We had
to support each other,
strategize, problem solve
and be creative together,
which is what community
is all about.”

Hurd said while the
modified event, postponed
from May due to the
COVID-19 pandemic, drew
a smaller crowd, the pos-
itivity was at an all-time
high.

“I think it offered hope
to people and an excite-
ment they haven’t been
able to have in a while,”
she said. “T just want to say
thank you to everyone who
participated in any way —
it was amazing.”

— Sara Cardine

MURALIST JOSH MADRID and his 5-year old daughter Dali help retouch his artwork in
front of the skatepark in Costa Mesa on Oct. 3.
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THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

ACROSS

1Barker & Bell

4 Butt heads

9 Morse _

13 Money for the
poor

15 "Roots" author
Alex

16 Gives a pink slip
to

17 Hasn'ta _;
suspects nothing
18 Regions

19 "As ye sow, SO
shall ye _"
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26 Bill's VP

29 Accepted by all
parties

34 Farm buildings

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, Tto 9. For strategies on how to solve

26 Decrease
27 _up;putsona
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Courtesy of Natalie Elliott

NATALIE ELLIOTT with her former student and book illustrator Naomi Davis, age 9.

35 Grape or guava  Sudoku, visit sudoku.orguk. 28 Magnificent BOOK Beach, received her col- book. “At first, I thought it
36 Apple pie _ 29 Ready for lege bachelor’s degree at was just for the classroom.
mode battle . Continued from page Al the age of 80. I didn’t know it was actu-
37 Large spades 416 9 30 Periodontist's “We have to value our ally going to get published
38 Punctuation 11513 concerns trator. ) _ seniors more, especially and stuff. I was really
mark 31Evans & “I was hoping that this now in the time of a pan-  happy.”
39 Turh over 8 4 Robertson would give her an outlet to  demic,” Elliott said. Elliott has pivoted once
40 Herbal brew 32 Martini garnish kind of be more confident “I really wanted to do more in 2020. She said she
41 Winningham & 3 2 4 1 33 Neck parts and highlight" her talents something to highlight moved back home to
thers 35 Golfer's cry in other ways,” Elliott said. ~how special our seniors Huntington Beach to be
0 ; ; “She was so professional are, and how much we can closer to family; this fall
42 Actor 38 Asian nation . ; -
A : throughout the whole still learn from them and she is teaching her stu-
Chnstopher 39 Like gOOd We had Z . th hil d in I : all
43 Highly 7 S 6 8 farmland Frfggfiflsg's ev?ary Sveek O;rﬁil ?}E)(E);?gl;ti(l?l hereerlrtl’s a‘greai lirelr(;ts i Towa ity on-
respected 5 2 7 41°Cry _ River" she wanted to make’ sure message to teach children. Elliott, who also holds
45 Handbags 42 Wreck . all of her illustrations were  Just because someone’s a an administrative creden-
46 Blood analysis 8119 44 Go PY: as time just perfect and really senior doesnt —mean tial, said she hopes to land
site 45 Straitlaced highlighted the message theyre ancient. They still an assistant principal job
47 "True " John 47 Puts on weight on each page that I have a lot to offer, and in Orange County next
Wayne film 1 815 48 Use a whisk wanted to get across.” anyone can pursue their school year. For now, she is
48 "Not so fast!" 49 Medal of The result of the hard dreams no matter what promoting her new book.
51 Acquiring For answers to the crossword and Honor recipient work came to fruition on age they’re at.” She and Naomi partici-
56 Stack Sudoku puzzles, see page A4. 50 Bur : lowa's Oct. 1, when the book, Elliott also appreciates pated in the virtual Orange
57 Dav or Roberts state tre_e,s “Peny’s Purse: A True Story Naomi’s contributions to County Children’s Book
58 Ou\{ door feast 52 "A Star Is ™ of a Determined and Brave  the book. She said half of Festival last month.
. 1Big _; fast-food wind ; o=’ Woman,” was released. the proceeds will go “I knew Id always
60 Irritates burger 7 Bodies of water  >ueisand film The book illustrates the toward Naomi’s college wanted to write a chil-
61 Actor Jeremy St . wi ; 53 Run . life of Elliott’s aunt, nick- fund; the other half will go  dren’s book,” Elliott said.
62T - 2 Know-it-__; wise 8 State of panic 54 Not valid y > ! ¢ 5
rees with . ; otvall named “Peny,” who died at  toward a nonprofit that El- ~ “It was always in the back
guys 9 Wine container 55 Brid ] ) .
broad leaves 3 Filth 10 Strong animals ridge or age 88 in May. liott wants to launch that of my head, and 2020 is
63 Model's stance aM | fNol 9 ith badminton Elliott said she wanted would put together port- the year of everything
64 Nervous onopoly board 0 longer wit 59 Do drugs to highlight her aunt’s pas- able libraries for low-in- new.”
65 Golfer Trevino ~ Square us sion for animals, and how  come students.
5 T-shirt size 12 Notice Tribune Media brave and feisty she was. “It was really fun,” Nao- matthewszabo@latimescom
DOWN 6 Away from the 14 Talks on Sunday  Services “Peny,” who lived in Long mi said of illustrating the Twitter. @mjszabo

Discover modern senior |iving thoughtfully designed to help

you live safely and well - in times that require greater caution,

WHERE WE LIVE CAN DETERMINE
HOW WELL WE LIVE.

NOW PRE-LEASING | OPENING FALL 2020

To schedule a virtual community tour or

contactless tour of a model apartment,

and those when you can Fu||y embrace the coastal |iFesty|e.

call 949.236.6580.

Enjoy a low-touch, high-comfort living environment with
seamlessly integrated in-home technology, elevated amenities,
attentive service and discreet support from a professional care

team at the ready 24/7.

Learn more about how Atria Senior Living is helping residents C/@d NEWPORT BEACH

stay safe, connected and engaged during the COVID-19 Modern Senior Living

pandemic at AtriaSafelogether.com. 393 Hospital Road | AtriaNewportBeach.com
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Newport to discuss more short-term rental reforms

BY LILLY NGUYEN

The Newport Beach City
Council will again be consider-
ing additional reforms of short-
term rental regulations to reduce
neighborhood impacts at Tues-
day’s City Council meeting.

Up for consideration is the
possibility of adding a three-
night-stay minimum require-
ment and limiting the total
number of short-term rental
permits in the city to 1,550.

The City Council will also con-
sider changing the age limit to
rent to 25 and holding property
owners responsible for any park-
ing violations by guests at or in
the general vicinity of the prop-
erty. It will also be deciding
whether or not short-term rental
lodging permits will be transfer-
able to immediate family upon
the death of an owner in addi-
tion to new owners.

All items were discussed dur-
ing a Sept. 8 study session and
have been brought back before
the City Council for review.

In July, the council approved
changes to current regulations
on short-term rentals in the city,
which now stipulate that owners
must disclose the number of
parking spots available; occu-
pancy is limited to the maxi-

mum stated by the building and
fire code; owners must have a
nuisance response plan; and ad-
vertisements must include their
permit numbers. They are also
required to have an on-site con-
tact that the city can call for
complaints.

The city launched its 24-hour
hotline for complaints and non-
emergency issues related to
short-term rental units on Oct. 2.

A staff report prepared for
Tuesday’s meeting said the city
has 1,500 active short-term lodg-
ing permits in Newport Beach,
including 1,436 on coastal zone
properties and 64 on non-coast-
al zone properties.

City staff previously said new
regulations are in light of the
proliferation of short-term rent-
al units in recent years through
Airbnb, though the city has a
history of short-term rentals that
predates such websites, and the
community impacts.

The majority of short-term
rental properties are concen-
trated at the Balboa Peninsula,
Balboa Island and Corona del
Mar.

Tuesday’s meeting begins at
4:30 pm. and can be
livestreamed at newportbeach
ca.gov/government/departments/
public-information-office/nbtv/

File Photo

SHORT-TERM RENTALS are especially prevalent on the Balboa Peninsula in Newport Beach.

nbtv-live. Members of the public
are encouraged to email ques-
tions to cityclerk@newport
beachca.gov or can attend in-
person from the community

room.

Phone numbers will be listed
on-screen during the meeting
for residents to call in and com-
ment on specific agenda items.

Only 20 people can be on hold at
one time.

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Laguna Beach City Council to discuss regional housing needs

BY ANDREW TURNER

At its next scheduled
meeting on Tuesday, the
Laguna Beach City Council
will consider whether it
should appeal the city’s Re-
gional Housing Needs As-
sessment.

The Southern California
Assn. of Governments is re-
quiring Laguna Beach to
accommodate 393 units,
but local jurisdictions have
until Oct. 26 to submit an
appeal of the city’s fair
share for regional housing
needs. City staff note that
Laguna Beach faces a sig-
nificant increase in the allo-
cation of units from the two
units required in the previ-
ous planning period.

Staff argue that the ap-
peal is necessary because of

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

REGIONAL HOUSING needs is expected to be a topic of
the Laguna Beach City Council's next meeting on Tuesday.

discrepancies in reports re-
garding the state’s housing
shortage, physical barriers
to providing 393 more
housing units based on the

steep terrain of the hillside
community and the in-
creased risk of wildfires due
to climate change.

The meeting will also in-

Do you ever experience
red or itchy eyelids?

Complete our upcomi
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ng research study

and you may be compensated
up to $600 for your time.

Upcoming Eye Study!

Starting soon, Dr. David Wirta will be
conducting a new study to see how effective
an investigational eye drop is at
relieving symptoms associated with eyelid
inflammation like redness or itchiness.

If you have uncomfortable eyes you may
qualify to participate. The study involves 6
visits over the course of 8 weeks. If you
complete these visits, you may be
compensated up to $600 for your time.

Study Site:

Eye Research Foundation
520 Superior Ave, Suite 235
Newport Beach, CA 92663

To find out if you qualify,
contact 949-650-1863

or info@drwirta.com

clude a public hearing. A
property owner is appeal-
ing conditions of approval
by the Design Review Board
for a project that would de-
molish a single-family resi-
dence and build a 6,703
square-foot duplex with a
1,274 square-foot five-car
garage in a residential dis-
trict (R-2).

Among the issues to be
considered is the scale as it
relates to view equity for
neighbors.

The Laguna Beach coun-
cil will consider how it
would like for meetings to
be conducted moving for-
ward.

There have been 14 meet-
ings of the City Council
held over Zoom since
April 7, a change necessi-
tated by the coronavirus

pandemic.

Zoom meetings have
produced an average at-
tendance of 185 people, ex-
cluding city staff members.

A staff report indicated
that 14 Orange County cit-
ies responded to a survey
requesting information on
how they were conducting
their meetings.

Nine of the responding
cities said their meetings
are held online, while five
were allowing for limited
public participation in an
in-person or hybrid model.

Three options are to be
considered: Zoom meetings
through December, hybrid
meetings that would allow
the public to stand in line
to speak on a subject and
then immediately leave or
in-person meetings for

council members only with
staff and the public partici-
pating over Zoom.

The scheduled meeting
for Tuesday begins at
5 p.m., and members of the
public can participate over
Zoom (https:/llagunabeach
city.zoom.us/j/93080380026)
or call into the meeting at
669-900-9128. It can also be
viewed live on Cox cable
channel 852.

Comments may be sub-
mitted to the city clerk by
email at LcheL@laguna
beachcity.net.

It is requested that com-
ments be sent to the city
clerk by 3 p.m. on Monday
to give council members
time to review them.

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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THE
CANDIDATES
for the Laguna
Beach City
Council
participate in a
virtual forum
on Friday.

Screenshot by
Andrew Turner
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Continued from page Al

and trying to do anything at
all,” Nokes said. “We have
our property development
standards. We need to guard
those jealously.”

Dicterow, who has served
on the council for 20 years,
said that elections for devel-
opment projects would be
time-consuming and expen-
sive, especially for the appli-
cant.

He added in his opening
remarks that a primary con-
cern of his is “taking back
our streets and neighbor-
hoods from the day-trippers
that come to town” because
of the impact on the quality
of life for residents.

In his opening statement,
Flores stressed the need for
kindness. It has not always
been the case in council
meetings. In the last meet-
ing, Councilwoman Toni Ise-
man appeared to be the tar-
get of profane language.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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COMMENTARY | HANG T. DANG, D.O., AND WADE SMITH, M.D.

Neglected breast cancer is an
all too common occurrence

s breast cancer specialists,
A one of the most distress-

ing aspects of our jobs is
seeing new patients who have
ignored their symptoms for
weeks, months — or even years.
Some are young women (moth-
ers, sisters, daughters, grand-
daughters) who found a lump
but kept putting off their mam-
mograms or delayed a consult
with their physician; other wom-
en simply hope the changes in
their breasts will disappear with-
out treatment or surgery.

Neglected breast cancer is an
all too common clinical occur-
rence in underserved communi-
ties, whether that’s in Third
World nations or in areas of the
United States where women
have limited access to screen-
ings, treatment and education.

However, we see patients in
Orange County who know all
about breast cancer and its
symptoms and have access to
medical experts. But their fear of
breast cancer caused them to
avoid seeking care in a timely
manner.

We know how scary this can
be. But it’s important to note that
finding breast cancer early is one
of the most important factors in
successful treatment of this
disease and gives us more treat-
ment options for a cure.

In fact, the five-year survival
rate for localized breast cancer
(cancer that has not spread to
lymph nodes or other organs) is
99%. Early detection and treat-
ment is key.

Neglected breast cancer is not
a new phenomenon. A 2015
survey found that nearly one in
five women who discovered a
suspicious sign, such as a lump
in their breast, did not contact
their doctor for at least a month.

One in 20 women waited six
months or longer to get checked
by a medical expert. Another
study found that one out of three
women experiencing symptoms

APRY 25
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Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

MONICA PARK, from left, Bobbie Valentine and Kim Bortnick join other volunteers in Newport Beach for

a celebration of Susan G. Komen Orange County's 25th anniversary in 2016.

with their breasts waited more
than three months before seek-
ing medical help. We must
change this.

Early detection is a game-
changer. It’s worth noting that
according to the National Cancer
Institute, Orange County has a
higher rate of women with breast
cancer than both the state and
national averages.

For many patients, breast
cancer is detected without the
appearance of symptoms, there-
fore regular screening mammog-
raphy (appropriate to your age
and risk level of breast cancer) is
important and effective in de-
tecting the disease early.

Self-breast awareness and
clinical breast exams by a health-
care professional are also critical
for early breast cancer detection
and treatment.

Breast cancer is the most
common cancer diagnosis for
American women, other than
skin cancer. A woman’s risk of

breast cancer nearly doubles if
her mother, sister or daughter
has been diagnosed with breast
cancer. But family history alone
is not determinative: Fewer than
15% of women who get breast
cancer have a family member
with the disease, which makes
self-exams and regular checkups
even more essential.

October is Breast Cancer
Awareness Month. The time is
now for women to talk to their
doctors about breast cancer,
know their risk factors, under-
stand screening recommenda-
tions and be proactive in early
detection of breast cancer.

If there’s one message we want
to convey it’s this: If you notice
changes in your breasts, sched-
ule an appointment with your
physician.

The most common physical
change you may notice is a
breast lump, but see your doctor
if you have noncyclic (not asso-
ciated with menses) breast pain,

persistent swelling, redness of
the skin, nipple discharge, breast
skin or nipple rash, swelling of
your underarm lymph nodes or
changes in your nipples.

Ask your doctor if you're due
for a screening and talk to him
or her about healthy habits you
can explore — like controlling
your weight, avoiding smoking
and being physically active. Your
doctor can also help you better
understand your personal overall
risk.

Facing an uncertain diagnosis
is scary, but experts who truly
understand your needs and fears
and will be by your side are here
in Orange County. Don’t put your
health on hold.

HANG T. DANG, DO, a
fellowship-trained breast surgical
oncologist,and WADE SMITH,
M.D. a board-certified medical
oncologist specializing in breast
cancer, practice together at City of
Hope Newport Beach.
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I can see the
difference in my

kids since Mariners
Elementary reopened

As the debate continues on
whether in-person learning
during COVID-19 is safe, one
thing is certain: I will never
forget the look of joy on my
children’s faces when they took
their very first steps on a New-
port-Mesa campus and walked
off with their teacher.

After a month of distance
learning, transitional kindergar-
ten through sixth-grade students
began the process of resuming
on campus education last week.

During these challenging
times, parents seem to be at the
mercy of the school board, dis-
trict and their teachers.

With Newport-Mesa Unified
School District trustees voting
7-0 on Sept. 10, the district be-
gan the process of instituting a
hybrid model for in-person
learning.

However, in recent weeks,
petitions, rallies, letters and
social media drives have shown
that some teachers, mostly at
the high school level, are not
comfortable returning to the
classroom.

Fortunately, at Mariners Ele-
mentary (where my twins attend
kindergarten), that sentiment
didn’t seem to carry over. Par-
ents and students arrived last
Tuesday to balloons, banners
and excitement from their
teachers.

Through their masks, you
could see the pure love these
teachers showed during drop-off
and pickup. They shared pic-
tures with parents and did
everything possible to provide a
great experience, even under
tough circumstances.

I am so proud of our elemen-
tary school teachers for their
hard work these past few
months.

And while students are only
receiving 2% hours of in-person
instruction, I have already seen
a difference in my children’s
interest in education.

During distance learning, my

See Mailbag, page A6

(949) 763-2204 or CityofHope.org/OC
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COMPREHENSIVE CANCER CENTER OPENING IN IRVINE 2022

, Amrita Krishnan, M.D., Hematologist
Director, Judy and Bernard Briskin Center for Multiple Myeloma Research
Internationally recognized expert on multiple myeloma
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children woke up every
morning asking to watch
TV. Now every morning
they wake up asking to
write letters or count
numbers. I am grateful to
the teachers who are
working so hard for their
students.

As the days draw nearer
for secondary schools to
resume, it is important for
our school district to work
with teachers to ensure
their safety and comfort.

The teachers need
proper communication
from the district to not
only meet expectations
but to recognize the dis-
trict has their support and
backing.

One suggestion I might
provide is to resume trust-
ee board meetings in-
person. The meetings can
still be live-streamed. We
are asking teachers to be
in the classroom; it is only
fair that board members
follow suit. I am running
for school board to help
bring a healthy discussion
to the table. We need fresh
leadership and a strong
communicator, someone
who can work to bring
trust and compromise
between our teachers
union and the district.

We face many chal-
lenges, but we can deliver
results that will strengthen
relationships throughout
our school community
and put the education and
well-being of our students
at the forefront.

Last week was a special
day for me. I am sure this
occasion will be etched in
my memory for the rest of
my life.

It is my hope everyone
will get to experience this
feeling soon.

Krista Weigand
Newport Beach

The writer is a candidate
for school board.

I'll tell you where
Herdman's been

A new political action
committee cropped up in
Newport Beach last week
called “Where’s Jeff: No on
Herdman for City Council
2020.” What a farce!

As someone who's very
involved in our communi-
ty, I can tell you exactly
where Herdman has been
for the past four years:

* Fighting the expansion
of John Wayne Airport and
turning the city’s aviation
committee into an effi-
cient and effective entity
for the first time ever.

* Helping promote a
public-private partnership
so Newport could have its
very own animal shelter.

* Working on water
quality, the General Plan
update and the homeless
crisis, among other issues,
and keeping his constitu-
ents informed with excel-
lent newsletters.

* Meeting with residents
from across the city to
discuss their concerns
about development, traffic
and the need to preserve
the character of our neigh-
borhoods.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

REBECCA PERANIO, left, with her daughter, Serafina, along with other parents, wait for their
children following the first day of in-person school at Mariners Elementary School on Sept. 29.

One person I have not
seen once in the many
years I've been involved in
city affairs is Herdman'’s
opponent, Noah Blom.

So I'd say a better ques-
tion is, Where has Blom
been while Herdman was
working to make our city
better?

Lynn Swain
Big Canyon

Blom could lead
to a new majority

Why are three of my
council colleagues endors-
ing an unknown candidate
who has never shown any
interest in local issues, has
never attended a City
Council meeting or served
on a board or commission
or even a homeowners
association?

A healthy council com-
prises independent
thinkers who only want
what'’s best for the city; the
majority shifts depending
on the issue. If the three
members who endorse
Noah Blom get their way,
then the four will have a
majority vote on the coun-
cil.

Furthermore, if Council-

woman Diane Dixon wins
her race for an Assembly
seat, then that majority
bloc could appoint some-
one to fill her seat, giving
them a super-majority.

Will this appointed
council member represent
the interests of the bloc
that appointed him or her
rather than the interests of
the city and District 1,
Lido and the Peninsula
specifically?

Joy Brenner

Newport Beach

The writer is a Newport
councilwoman.

Let's call a truce
on sign wars

While there are many
serious challenges facing
us these days, the escala-
tion of political signage
may just be a slight irrita-
tion to many but reflective
of the current intense
political climate nation-
wide.

What is it about seeing
your name on a piece of
polypropylene along a
street or in front of a
house that brings out the
warrior in us? Does my
opponent have more

signs? Are the locations
and placement strategic?
Which sign can be read
from the farthest distance?
How many of my signs can
I place in a row on a single
street? Experts will tell you
signs don't win elections.

Of course, many of
those experts are trying to
sell you slate mailers that
are not actually connected
to any official party or-
ganization, only “official
sounding” with their vot-
ing recommendations for
Republicans, Democrats,
seniors, parents, conserva-
tives and financial watch-
dog voters.

Of course, those of us in
politics know these “rec-
ommendations” can be
bought regardless of one’s
qualifications or party
affiliation.

As this week marks the
beginning of the six weeks
before Election Day, the
signage will not only heat
up in quantity, with 24/7
displays, but in dirty
tricks. We have seen signs
torn up, stolen, thrown in
the street, placed in yards
without permission and of
course the midnight mov-
ing of a sign to block an
opponent’s sign.

I would like to encour-
age the Costa Mesa City
Council to revisit the non-
commercial sign regula-
tions and consider adapt-
ing an ordinance similar
to Newport Beach prohib-
iting political signage on
public property.

Frankly, it’s a waste, and
with so many of our citi-
zens struggling financially,
it is a sad commentary on
how we spend our re-
sources. Let’s get rid of
this outdated, self-aggran-
dizing and expensive ap-
proach and focus on the
issues. In the meantime,
things being what they
are, I've got more signs to
put out!

Vicki Snell
NMUSD governing board
member Trustee Areal

To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

ANNOUNGEMENTS
/ENTERTAINMENT
500

Vinyl Records Wanted
$$$ Top cash paid
4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,
Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Personal Messages

RK. Bracken, please con-
tact D. Farley.

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with the provisions of State
law, there being due and unpaid charges for
which the undersigned is entitled to satisfy
an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods
hereinafter described and stored at the Life
Storage location(s) listed below.

8041 Edinger Ave.
Westminster, CA 92683

SELL SE“. Location: Life Storage #514
your unwanted your home
items through dlssified through classified

LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with the provisions of State
law, there being due and unpaid charges for
which the undersigned is entitled to satisfy
an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods
hereinafter described and stored at the Life
Storage location(s) listed below.

(714) 841-4119

And, due notice having been given, to the
owner of said property and all parties known
to claim an interest therein, and the time
specified in such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be sold to the
highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a
public auction to be held ONLINE at
www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end

on:
And, due notice having been given, to the

Day/Date/Time Auction Ends:

owner of said property and all parties known
to claim an interest therein, and the time
specified in such notice for payment of such
having expired, the goods will be sold to the
highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a
public auction to be held ONLINE at
www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end
on:

Customer Name
Tracy Shaffner

Tuongvi Vuong

Tracy Fox

Day/Date/Time Auction Ends: Randall Harford

Wednesday, October 28th, 2020@ 10:00 A.M
Life Storage Location:

Allyson Perrine

Life Storage #529 Gary Waghorn
10025 Muirlands Blvd.
Irvine, CA 92618 Nhu Thao Dang

(949) 768-8051

George Lopez

Customer Name Inventory Michael Tamashiro
Chelsea Califano Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo dri
Equip.Off Idris M Tate
Furn/Mach/Equip Tracy Shaffner
Arthur Wiess Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/ Steven Hutchinson
Applnces

Laura C. Hernandez

Joseph Gosselin  Lndscpng/Cnstrctn equip

Jocelyne Martin

Ray Frazier Hsld gds/Furn

Stan Clark

Jake Sheever Hsld gds/Furn

Lawrence Mensah Hsld gds/Furn Carmen Lockett

DCA Designs Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/
Applnces,Lndscpng/
Cnstrctn equip,Other

Chris Potter
Chris Hohimer

Craig Kenney Hsld gds/Furn, TV

/StereoEquip, Tools/ Tu Thanh Tran
Applnces, Other:
Motorcycle Parts Christopher Huynh

Kevin LeeHsld  gds/Furn,Off
Furmn/Mach/Equip,Acctng

rcrds/Sales Sampls

Brittney Ribertelli

Larry Webb

Published In the Daily Pilot on: October 4" &
October 11, 2020

Jesse Drene

Guy Provenzano

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

Wednesday, October 28th, 2020@ 10:00 A.M

Inventory
Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn, Pictures
Hsld gds/Furn

Inventory products

Hsld gds/Furn,Legos

Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn,Motorcycle
Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Fum,TV /Stereo
Equip,OffFum/Mach/Equip

Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo
Equip,Tools/Applnces

Hsld gds/Furn, TV /Stereo,
Accting rcrds/Sales Sampls

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld Gds/Furn, OffFurn/
Mach/Equip, Tools/Appinccs

Hsld gds/Furn
Hsld gds/Furn
Hsld gds/Furn
Hsld gds/Furn
Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn

Stephanie St. Vincent Hsld gds/Furn

Published in the Daily Pilot on:
October 4%, 2020
& October 11%, 2020

Beverly Bush Morphy

September 27, 1931 - September 28, 2020

Beverly Canady Bush Morphy died peacefully at home in
Newport Beach, California on Monday morning, September
28. She was 89.

Born in Boone, lowa to Myra Noyes (nee Shurtz) and
Cecil Merton Canady, Beverly attended Boone High where
she forged lifelong friendships and became the first female
lifeguard in the state of lowa, teaching young farmers to swim
so that they could enroll in the armed services. She attended
Colorado Women's College in Denver before transferring to the
University of lowa where she proudly pledged Kappa Kappa
Gamma and graduated with a degree in English Literature.
Her brother Dick Canady notes how up-for-anything his elder
sister was. Fun, engaging, loved a laugh and a good story,
Beverly was the first to arrive at any function and the last to
leave, qualities that characterized her all of her life.

Beverly married Joe Bush in 1955 and lived in Coralville,
lowa until Dr. Bush moved to Newport Beach in 1959 to
establish his urology practice. Bev quickly found herself
involved in the community, helping special needs adults and
children at Fairview Hospital (now Fairview Developmental
Center), volunteering with Angelitos de Oro and becomings
a founding member of the Newport Harbor Art Museum.
The doors to her house were always open to her friends and
the friends of her four children and their scout troops, dogs,
sports teams, as well as the waves of family who came to visit
and sometimes stay.

Beverly remarried in 1966 to Davidge “Bud” Morphy of
Pasadena and embraced his four children as her own. She
loved her family and friends, entertaining and traveling with
Bud on the thoroughbred horse racing circuit.

Beverly also loved music, art, dancing, dogs, teenagers
(luckily because she was both mom and warden to an
unending number of them throughout her years), travel
(Paris, Ireland, New York and Chicago were her favorites) and
really fast cars. She was a lifelong football fan and thrilled
to watch her own three grandsons’ high school and college
careers. Bev deeply loved her vast and growing family and
was a catalyst and a touchstone, firmly committed to planning
and participating in as many family celebrations and events
as possible. Her legacy to the generations of her family and
friends is to show up and include everyone. Not many better
understood the power of gathering than Bev.

In 1971, Beverly earned her California real estate license
and went to work for John McNabb, becoming a member of
the infamous “Dover Dollies.” Throughout the 50 years of her
career, she bought and sold houses on behalf of some of the
most influential people in Southern California. She excelled
in her career, earning numerous accolades and awards. She
felt fortunate to work with some of the best in the business
at Grubb & Ellis, Coast Newport Properties and Villa.
Colleagues and clients alike became her valued friends. Her
Midwestern values of straight talk, generosity, commitment
and loyalty drove her professional (and personal) life. It was
never just business.

Beverly continued to volunteer throughout her life, planning
and attending events, cooking massive amounts of chili, and
driving for Planned Parenthood, Harvesters, Hoag, Boys and
Girls Clubs of America and KKG at OC Alumnae Association.
She and her good friends in the Gourmet Club and Saturday
Night Live made a striking impact on the local restaurant
community.

She will be remembered and greatly missed for her fierce
passion, her love for her family and friends, her intelligence,
humor and her great influence on so many hearts and lives.

“Bevie” is survived by her brother Dick Canady (Carol);
children Brigit Morris (Del); Minda Bush; JB Bush (Wendy)
and Blaine Bush (Susan), Liz Monroe, Mary MaKinney (Bill),
Sam Morphy (Carol) and Mark Morphy (Cindy); grandchildren
Sam, Peter, John and Ellie; nephews Scott Kavanagh, Steven
Kavanagh and Michael Canady and niece Kelly Canady and
her large extended family.

A Celebration of Life to be announced.

HOW TO GET
PUBLISHED

Send an email to
erik.haugli@latimes.com
and include your full name,
hometown and phone
number (for verification
purposes) with your
submission. All letters
should be kept to 350
words or fewer. The Pilot
reserves the right to edit all
submissions for clarity and
length.

No question
between Blom,
Herdman

Once again, Newport
Beach voters will face a
small group of special
interests attempting to
buy a seat on the City
Council.

For the past four years,
Jeff Herdman has been an
independent voice, work-
ing hard for residents and
listening to all sides before
making a decision.

He has led on reducing
the noise from John
Wayne Airport, making
our city safe, reducing
traffic and protecting
residents from poorly
thought out development
schemes.

Most significantly, he
has led in efforts for politi-
cal reform to clean up our
city after the California
Fair Political Practices
Commission found wide-
spread violations of our
campaign laws and con-
tribution limits.

The same machine
politicians who opposed
Jeff’s efforts of reform
have found Noah Blom to
run against Jeff in the
November election. In
nearly 11 years on the City
Council, I have never met
Blom.

He never attended a
council meeting, commu-
nity association meeting,
civic event or in any other
way demonstrated an
interest in the city before
running for office this
year.

You know Blom is out of
touch with our communi-
ty by the positions he
takes.

During the Sept. 9 Speak
Up Newport candidates
form, he supported ex-
panding short-term vaca-
tion rentals to every
neighborhood in our city.
Not surprisingly, on
Sept. 17, he received a
maximum donation from
an out-of-town vacation
rental business.

Even more bizarre, Blom
was the only candidate to
support bringing back the
high-rise, high-density
Museum House project.

Perhaps he failed to
notice that nearly 14,000
Newport Beach residents
signed a petition to op-
pose this project in a pe-
riod of only two weeks. He
is simply out of touch with
our city values and pri-
orities.

Don't be misled by the
well-financed special
interest hit pieces that are
sure to come.

Vote for Jeff Herdman
for an independent coun-
cil member who will rep-
resent you, not special
interests.

Keith Curry
Former Newport Beach
mayor

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Jim Jennings

Custom Masonry Inc

Liew 527500 Sinee (969

Www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

_— Specializing in:
== P g in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Make 0ld Patio Look New

Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick
Pressure and Acid Wash.
Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair
comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.
LET JIM'S 51 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer
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DRIVERS WEARING MASKS return to their buses at Top of the World Elementary
School as staff and students returned for in-person learning on Monday.

COVID-19

Continued from page Al

battling the virus in the
county.

Orange County remains
in the second, red tier in
the state’s color-coded
guidelines for reopening.
The county’s reopening
metrics were at one time
progressing toward the
third, orange tier, but due
to a spike in cases, the
county has stayed in the
red tier, classified as “sub-

stantial transmission,”
since Sept. 8.
Currently, the county

sports seven-day averages
of 5.2 new daily cases per
100,000 residents and a
testing positivity rate of
3.2%. Those numbers
come with a seven-day lag.

For a county to progress
into the orange tier, la-
beled “moderate transmis-

sion,” it must achieve sev-
en-day averages of one to
3.9 new daily cases per
100,000 residents and a
testing positivity rate of 2%
to 4.9%.

Below are the co-
ronavirus case counts and
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

eSanta Ana:
cases; 293 deaths

e Anaheim: 9,492 cases;
291 deaths

* Huntington Beach:
2,463 cases; 78 deaths

e Costa Mesa:
cases; 36 deaths

e Irvine: 1,754 cases; 13
deaths

e Newport Beach: 1,170
cases; 25 deaths

e Fountain Valley: 524
cases; 18 deaths

elaguna Beach: 234
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by

10,648

1,872

deaths:

e (0to17: 4,021 cases; one
death

18 to 24: 8,362 cases;
four deaths

e 25 to 34: 11,907 cases;
19 deaths

* 35 to 44: 8,829 cases;
37 deaths

° 45 to 54: 8,965 cases;
111 deaths

*55 to 64: 6,671 cases;
192 deaths

°* 65 to 74: 3,344 cases;
267 deaths

e75 to 84: 1,884 cases;
286 deaths

¢85 and older:
cases; 423 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovidl9
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For informa-
tion on getting tested, visit
occovidl9.ochealthinfo
.com/covid-19-testing.

1,499

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @Professor Turner

KITCHEN

Continued from page Al

that he would seldom talk
to anyone when he en-
tered the program. He
learned to love it and said
that Open Gate marked his
first graduation of any
kind, a broad smile show-
ing on his face as he talked
about the happiness it
brought him.

Rodriguez is married. He
has fathered two children
from two different women,
and he also has a step-
daughter. His outlook on
life has improved dramati-
cally. He says he has stayed
away from drugs, with his
kids serving as the motiva-
tion.

“We both lived that life,”
Rodriguez said of himself
and his stepbrother trying
to turn their lives around.
“We're just trying to
change now. We're trying
to progress.

“We're trying to get a
house together. From kids
doing crimes and going to
jail together to now we're
working, getting pay-
checks, saving.”

Human trafficking had
been an issue that Deidre
Pujols, 44, a champion for
vulnerable populations
and the wife of Angels
baseball star Albert Pujols,
wanted to address. Open
Gate International grew
out of those efforts.

A trip abroad to several
countries for Pujols with
her good friend Judy Lam-
born, 54, sought to find out
the answer to three key
questions — What is hu-
man trafficking? Who is
involved in the fight
against it? What can we do
about it?

“We met with law en-
forcement [and] we met
with nonprofit organiza-
tions that were involved in
the rehabilitation of sur-
vivors,” said Lamborn, the
executive director of Open
Gate International. “Every
single one of them said, At
the end of the rehabilita-
tive process, there’s noth-
ing to bridge the gap from
rehabilitation to reintegra-
tion.””

Pujols decided after that
trip, which Lamborn said
included stops in Mexico,
Brazil, India and Cambo-
dia, that the nonprofit
would be created, provid-
ing vocational training and
employment opportunities
for survivors of human
trafficking.

The culinary school, led
by Global Executive Chef
Cinthia Worsey, 44, of Long
Beach can accommodate
up to 20 students for a
12-week program. Open
Gate expanded its reach to
include other vulnerable
populations, including
those struggling with ad-
diction, at-risk youth aging

“We met with law enforcement
[and] we met with nonprofit
organizations that were involved
in the rehabilitation of survivors.
Every single one of them said, ‘At
the end of the rehabilitative
process, there’s nothing to bridge
the gap from rehabhilitation to

reintegration.’ ”

= Judy Lamborn

Executive director of Open Gate International

out of the foster care sys-
tem, the homeless and the
previously incarcerated.

Lamborn, who is in
charge of the life skills
mentoring portion of the
Open Gate operation, has
the ability to empathize
with many who enter the
program. She shared her
background as a former
prostitute, drug addict and
alcoholic.

Now, she travels back
and forth from St. Louis,
helping individuals move
beyond their undesirable
past. “It's one thing to get
free,” Lamborn said. “It’s all
together something differ-
ent to stay free, and fortu-
nately, we've had that
happen.”

Pujols and her family,
who live in Irvine, have
placed a strong emphasis
on faith in their lives.

“Watching somebody
believe nothing about
themselves or their exist-
ence to being fulfilled and
knowing that they have a
purpose on this planet,
watching them smile, have
confidence, watching them
now be armed with a skill
in culinary arts ... that’s
the kingdom-building stuff
that I believe I'm here on
Earth to do,” Pujols said.

Worsey also sees chang-
ing lives for the better as
the most rewarding part of
her job. She said that 75%
of eligible graduates have
been placed in culinary
positions.

“Being able to do what I
love and share that with
others while changing lives
is so special,” Worsey said.
“Here at OGI, I've become
a part of the process of
changing lives and seeing
students start to feel
worthy and proud of
themselves.”

The Open Gate Interna-
tional program is free for
students. In 2021, Pujols
hopes to expand by pro-
viding three 15-week pro-
grams, which will include
12 weeks in class and three
weeks of on-the-job train-
ing.

Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the culinary
class was interrupted eight
weeks into the program.
Open Gate Kitchen opened
anyway.

During those early

months, the café was only
open for lunch. Open Gate
Kitchen extended its hours
this week to include break-
fast, and added to its
menu, and is now open
from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday.

“We did open during
COVID, which I was fine
with because I really felt
like our team needed a
chance to get their feet wet
with a few customers, [to]
learn a little bit about how
things go,” Pujols said. “It
kind of has just slowly
grown, and it’s been really
amazing. We were able to
cater to the Angels taxi
squad in Long Beach all
season long. We were able
to feed the Angels Major
League Baseball team a
few times this year, as well,
and do a few other cater-
ing gigs.”

The Open Gate Interna-
tional program has also
provided opportunities to
students in Cambodia,
India, Mexico City and
Moldova, Pujols said. She
added that they are work-
ing on starting a program
in Uganda.

Albert Pujols is now fifth
on the all-time home run
list with 662. Deidre Pujols
said that it became im-
perative that the couple
knew what they stood for
as her husband’s career
took off in baseball. The
significance of that is in-
grained in them by how
the community looks up to
them.

She added that it is
important to let people
know that it does not mat-
ter what they were born
into. Rather, she said she
believes that it is what a
person turns their life into
that matters.

“You have two impor-
tant numbers in your life,
which is your birth and
your death, and that dash
is so significant,” Pujols
said, holding up her
thumb and finger to dis-
play a symbolic gap.

“If the dash is like this
big so far because you
don't feel like you've con-
tributed to the world, then
make it bigger. Do some-
thing. Make a plan.”

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

EXHIBIT

Continued from page Al

nick introduced the project
and said the past elections
may seem quaint in their
sense of civility in compari-
son to the current election
but “these histories both
contained small seeds that
have gone into this current
moment that were living
through as well as the pos-
sibility of imagining our
way out of it.”

Futernick stages photos
of herself wearing a paper
facemask to assume the
identities of multiple presi-
dential candidates — from
Barry Goldwater to Hillary
Clinton — in the “Conces-
sion” installation.

Nearly all of the candi-
dates are male. Each photo
has corresponding green
text panels where she
weaves together fictional
lines and direct quotes
from their concession
speeches.

Aschheim and Segovia
will be the first set of artists
to be highlighted in the
monthly newsletter.

For the show, Aschheim
focused on John E Kennedy
and Richard Nixon. “No-
vember 14, 1960 (Key Bis-
cayne)” are a series of ink
drawings of the two presi-
dents meeting for an hour
for a peaceful transition of
power after Kennedy won
the election.

Aschheim said they aren't
necessarily failed presi-
dential candidates since
they both worked as presi-
dents, but their terms were
interrupted by either an as-
sassination or resignation.

She used archival materi-
al, some of which she ac-
cessed through the Richard
Nixon Presidential Library
and Museum in Yorba
Linda.

“It just seems impossible
that I could have even lived
in a time period where
they're people who are still
alive that remember this
afternoon and ... also are
watching what's playing out
right now. It’s kind of mind-
boggling to me,” Aschheim
said on the Zoom panel.

Aschheim also discussed
the “365 Days of Voters”
project, an Instagram visual
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Courtesy of Rebecca Sittler

"SUPPORTERS," 2019, by Rebecca Sittler, from “Fritz:
Fragments from an Imagined Presidential” Museum.

diary of voters docu-
menting their stories and
the communities they rep-
resent.

Sponsored by the Los An-
geles County Registrar-Re-
corder and arts commis-
sions of L.A., Glendale and
Pasadena, Aschheim takes
headshot photo submis-
sions and makes drawings
to post on the account as
well as to send a free phys-
ical copy to participants.

Segovia shared a video
excerpt of “I Am Worth TIt, I
Will Be Mexico’s President,”
in which the artist explores
the character of the latest
female candidate who ran
for presidency in Mexico —
Margarita Zavala de
Calderén, the wife of for-
mer  President  Felipe
Calderon.

The piece touches on the
idea that machismo and
the reputation of her hus-
band played a role in her
unsuccessful campaign.

“I wanted to show all the
insecurities that she must
have been feeling at the

"HILLARY,"
2020, by
Marisa J.
Futernick,
from the
installation
“Concession.”

Courtesy of
Marisa J.
Futernick

time and the idea that she
was never going to be seen
as an individual, but always
be compared to her hus-
band in the same way than
other female candidates in
the United States might
have been looked at like
Hillary Clinton,” Segovia
said.

Stallings’ plan for the
2020-21 exhibition schedule
was to focus on women in
conjunction with this year’s
100th anniversary of the
19th Amendment passage.
Most of the artists featured
in “Almost Presidential” are
women.

“What’s interesting is
when artists deal with polit-
ical and social issues be-
cause what art can do is
help create a platform for
discussion and can inject
ambiguity back into a con-
versation where usually
there’s a tendency to im-
mediately categorize,”
Stallings said.

saracardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Hurry, sale ends soon!
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RANKED TOP 10%
IN THE NATION

FOR ALL 5 CARDIAC
SPECIALTIES

Jeffrey M. Carlton Heart & Vascular Institute is a leader in
innovation and technology.

e HIGHEST volume cardiovascular program in Orange County
e WORLD-RENOWNED cardiac specialists and surgeons

e MOST innovative and leading-edge technology and techniques
to preserve heart function and quality of life

e FIRST minimally-invasive valve replacement program in
the County
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Jeffrey M.Carlton
Heart & Vascular Institute hoag.org/cardiac
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