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BY DANIEL WHEATON U-T

KEY JOBS AND WAGES
The average wage for about 700 occupations in San Diego County as of 2018, 

taken from unemployment insurance data collected by the state. 
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Farmers, ranchers and other 
agricultural managers
$52,340

Chief executives
$224,720

Surgeons
$282,110

Personal financial advisers
$137,070

Law teachers,
postsecondary
$149,040

First-line supervisors of
police and detectives
$135,240

Executive secretaries and 
executive administrative assistants
$66,760

Hotel, motel and
resort desk clerks
$28,620

Security guards
$31,240

Carpenters
$31,910

Art directors
$112,520

First-line supervisors of construction 
trades and extraction workers
$80,090

Floral designers
$31,920

Teacher assistants
$34,770

Computer network architects
$139,070

Nuclear engineers
$139,670

Civil engineering technicians
$52,240

Dietetic technicians
$31,170

Computer user 
support specialists
$61,120

Legal support workers
$52,240

Lawyers
$156,650

Meeting, convention 
and event planners
$49,530

Rehabilitation counselors
$32,590

Physical
therapist aides
$28,010

Maids and 
housekeeping 
cleaners
$28,290

First-line supervisors 
of landscaping, 
lawn service, and 
groundskeeping workers
$57,830

Agricultural inspectors
$65,680

Farmworkers, farm, ranch, 
and aquacultural animals
$29,380

Chefs and head cooks
$59,510

Dishwashers
$25,240

Manicurists and
pedicurists
$25,040

First-line supervisors
of gaming workers
$54,370

Occupational therapy 
assistants
$60,380

Commercial pilots
$91,190

Parking lot attendants
$25,980

Social workers
$80,070

Electrical and electronics repairers,
powerhouse, substation and relay
$105,970

Musical instrument
repairers and 
tuners
$27,620

Sales engineers
$105,720

Power distributors
and dispatchers
$100,930

Cutters and trimmers, hand
$25,210

Cashiers
$26,720

Forest and conservation
technicians
$43,400

Physical scientists
$126,470

Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics *Based on most recent data available, does not include all jobs.
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