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As Poseidon Water pursues the final gov-
ernment approvals needed to build one of
the country’s biggest seawater desalination
plants, the company still cannot definitively
say who will buy the 50 million gallons a day
of drinking water it wants to produce on the
Orange County coast.

That’s one of several questions that contin-
ue to dog the $1-billion Huntington Beach
project as Poseidon tries to seal an iron-clad
deal more than two decades after it first pro-
posed the ocean desalter.

During two long days of online hearings
last week, members of a regional board that
is about to vote on a key Poseidon permit
challenged proponents on a number of
fronts.

They wondered whether Orange County
needs the costly supply. They questioned the
use of 17-year-old data in gauging the plant’s
potential harm to marine life. And they ex-
pressed doubts about whether Poseidon’s
wetland restoration plans meet state environ-
mental requirements to offset that harm.

While it is doubtful that the Santa Ana Re-
gional Water Quality Control Board will deny
the permit when it continues the hearing Fri-
day at 9 a.m., the panel’s skepticism could

further slow the much-delayed project. The
private company faces still more hurdles at
the California Coastal Commission, its next
stop after the water board.

During its long quest for approval, Posei-
don has cultivated political support with lob-
bying, campaign contributions and the lure
of drought-proof water supplies. Its promise
of several thousand construction jobs and
new tax revenue has rallied labor support.

But environmental groups have consis-
tently fought the company, arguing that it is
privatizing a public resource and has failed to
adapt an old proposal to new state ocean
protections.

Backers have pitched ocean desalination
as an inexhaustible, local supply for a region
that imports much of its water from increas-
ingly unreliable, distant sources. Yet the
Huntington Beach project has been unable to
shake criticisms that Poseidon is trying to fill
a need that doesn’t exist.

“How can you tell us you have an identified
need for water when what you’re going to do
with it is entirely speculative?” regional water
board member Daniel Selmi asked an official
of the Orange County Water District, Posei-

don’s prospective customer.
Board vice-chair William von Blasingame

previously raised similar concerns. “It looks
like you guys kind of want to go out and see
where you can find a home for this water.
And it doesn’t seem like you have a home,” he
said at a May workshop.

Need is one of the aspects that regional
water boards are required under state law to
consider when reviewing plans to construct
desalination facilities on the California coast.
It factors into the size and location of a proj-
ect — and thus its impact on the marine en-
vironment.

During last week’s hearing, von Blasingame
expressed frustration that the Orange County
agency has signed only a nonbinding term
sheet to buy the plant’s annual deliveries of
56,000 acre-feet of scrubbed seawater. (One
acre-foot typically serves two to three South-
ern California households a year).

“This says you can walk away. … It seems
like you’re giving yourself an out,” he said.

District officials say they can’t sign a final
purchase agreement with Poseidon until they

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

POSEIDONWATERwants to build a seawater desalination plant next to the AES Huntington Beach Generating Station.

Poseidon’s desalination plant
plans are in choppy waters

Does Orange County really need all that expensive water from the
proposed facility in Huntington Beach? A hearing resumes Friday.

BY BETTINA BOXALL

See Poseidon, page A2

Huntington Beach voters will
elect all fresh faces to the City
Council this fall, as incumbents
Lyn Semeta and Patrick Brenden
have chosen not to seek second
terms.

“I will have more to say in the
coming months about what
comes next, and am excited to
pursue new opportunities where I
can utilize the increased knowl-
edge, experience, strength and re-
silience that this role has brought
me,” Semeta, this year’s mayor,
said in a Facebook announce-
ment Thursday evening.

Semeta acknowledged that her
year as mayor has been challeng-
ing with the impact of the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

“Watching our residents and
businesses suffer through devas-
tating loss of income and empa-
thizing with the collective fears
and frustrations of the communi-
ty has weighed on my shoulders
because I care so deeply for this
community,” she wrote. “And yet,
I am so honored to serve as May-
or during such a trying time. As
I’ve said so many times this year, I
would not have chosen this year
and yet I feel my role is such an
important one.”

Semeta, a lawyer with a strong
pro-business bend, has also
served Huntington Beach as a
member of the city Investment
Advisory Board and the planning
commission.

By day, Brenden is the chief
executive of the Bolsa Chica Con-
servancy. He was also previously
chair of the Huntington Beach
Chamber of Commerce. He did
not immediately return a request
for comment Thursday evening.

With Semeta and Brenden
choosing to step down and Coun-

Semeta,
Brenden
choose
not to
run again
Huntington Beach will
have a new City Council
this fall as the two
incumbents decide not
to seek second terms.
BYHILLARYDAVIS

See Semeta, page A4

Frontline workers at Fountain
Valley Regional Hospital — where
one nurse who treated COVID-19
patients reportedly died and sev-
eral employees have been in-
fected by or exposed to the co-
ronavirus — are calling for a vote
of no confidence in CEO Kenneth
McFarland.

Surveyors with the California
Department of Public Health are
investigating the 293-bed facility
after the National Union of
Healthcare Workers (NUHW) filed
a July 1 complaint alleging unsafe
working conditions and an im-

Fountain Valley hospital union calls
for a vote of no confidence in CEO

BY SARA CARDINE

See Hospital, page A3

Raul Roa
Staff

Photographer

PROTESTERS
rally for better

personal
protective
equipment

outside
Fountain Valley

Regional
Hospital and

Medical Center
on Thursday.

A pair of Irvine twin brothers
with a popular YouTube channel
showing them pranking friends
and strangers are facing charges
of false imprisonment and “swat-
ting” after allegedly trying to
convince bystanders — with
more success than they antici-
pated — that they were bank
robbers on the run.

The resulting video by Alan
and Alex Stokes garnered close to
1.5 million views and probably a
few laughs — but not from the
Irvine police officers or Orange
County prosecutors who investi-

YouTube stars charged in connection
with ‘bank robbery’ prank in Irvine

Screenshot by Hillary Davis

ALAN AND ALEX STOKES in their “bank robbery” video, filmed in
Irvine and posted in October. The twin brothers each face charges.

BYHILLARYDAVIS

See Prank, page A3

Orange County reported 32
new deaths from COVID-19 on
Thursday, according to figures
released by the Orange County
Health Care Agency.

The 32 deaths, which includes
five skilled nursing facility resi-
dents and three assisted living
facility residents, represents a
single-day high for the county
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The previous one-day record
was 31 deaths on Saturday,

Orange County’s COVID-19-
related death toll during the
pandemic now stands at 697.

Another option in regard to
testing was recently offered for
local residents, as One Medical
opened an office in Huntington
Beach on July 29. The office is at
21034 Pacific Coast Highway,
Level 2, Suite C230, in Pacific
City.

The primary care provider,
part of an emerging trend called
concierge medicine, is doing
both coronavirus PCR testing
and antibody testing. Members
pay a $199 annual fee and gain
greater access to primary care
physicians in typically smaller

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

ONEMEDICAL, a primary care provider, opened an office at Pacific
City in Huntington Beach. The company provides COVID-19 testing.

One Medical opens
office in H.B. as O.C.
reports record of 32
COVID-19 deaths
BYMATT SZABO

See Office, page A4
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Auto Auction
August 12th, 2020 @ 10AM

Best Towing Service
714-847-0730

7472Warner Ave
Huntington Beach CA

92647
2001 VOLV SEMI
Vin: 4V4NC-

9GH21N256940
License Plate : 9D58091

Auto Auction
August 12th, 2020 @ 10AM

Best Towing Service
714-847-0730

7472Warner Ave
Huntington Beach CA

92647
2016 LNDR ROVER
Vin: SALWR2K-
F7GA548927

License Plate : 8APY623

Auctions

SALES EVENTS

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE
FOR A CHANGE OF NAME

CASE NO.
30-2020-01152616-CU-

PT-CJC

Name Change

MARKETPLACE http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

To place an ad, go to

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment,
pet or new

occupation!

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Sell your unwanted items
the easy way! Place a
Classified ad today!

timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday August 21, 2020 at 2:30
pm Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Metildi, Gina M.
Patterson-Curcio, shelley Allyn
Kissenger, Brian Lee
Kissenger, Brian Lee
Curcio, Eugene L.
Li, Wenjie
Pullin IV, William Thomas
Walker, Michael B.
Peng, Shuai
Luke, Fred
Williams, Ceshawn J.
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 7th of August and 14th of August 2020 by
Irvine Self Storage 2960 Maine St. Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 851-7900
8/7, 8/14/20
CNS-3387003#
DAILY PILOT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday August 21, 2020 at 3:30
pm. Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Valdes, Arthur
Serghini, Hicham
Hussey, Diane L.
Griffin, Jennifer M.
Keyes, Darlene C.
Polakiewicz, Andrew C.
Queiroz Da Cunha Sa, Julia
Razaghi, Kamran aka Dealerclick Software
Domici, Damon
Argersinger, Edgar J.
Argersinger, Edgar J.
Boutell, Jennifer A.
Gutierrez, Rudy
Gutierrez, Rudy
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules an regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 7th of August and 14th of August 2020 by
Costa Mesa Self Storage 3180 Red Hill Costa Mesa,
CA 92626 (714) 966-9901
8/7, 8/14/20
CNS-3387006#
DAILY PILOT

know the price of the water, and
Poseidon says it can’t provide a
definite price until it has obtained
all the necessary permits.

The company has also made it
clear that it won’t build the Hunt-
ington Beach plant — its second
big coastal desalter in California
after one in Carlsbad — unless it
has a firm contract with a public
agency to buy all the supplies
over the expected 50-year life of
the project.

Those supplies will be among
the most expensive in the state. At
roughly $2,250 an acre-foot, in-
cluding distribution, the desalted
ocean water would be roughly
twice as costly as treated impor-
ted supplies from the Metropoli-
tan Water District of Southern
California.

And if cities don’t step up to
buy the Poseidon supplies from
the Orange County district, offi-
cials say they would inject it into
the regional groundwater basin
that is the primary water source
for north and central Orange
County residents. That would
drive up groundwater costs.

Board members questioned
district officials about why they
wanted to replace imported deliv-
eries with much more expensive
desalinated supplies that would
inevitably push up residential and

commercial water rates.
Board Chair William Ruh said

household water bills were bound
to rise more than district esti-
mates of $3 to $6 a month and
worried about the impact on
working class families and small
businesses.

John Kennedy, executive direc-
tor of engineering and water re-
sources for the Orange County
district, responded that he ex-
pects the cost of imported water
will catch up with desalination
prices in coming years.

More fundamentally, he told
the board his agency wants to re-
duce the county’s reliance on
Metropolitan imports from the
north, which are subject to cuts
related to drought and environ-
mental regulation.

Another stumbling block for
Poseidon is state requirements to
mitigate the project’s harm to the
marine environment.

The company plans to build the
desalter on the grounds of the
AES Huntington Beach Generat-
ing Station, which will soon cease
operation, and use the power
plant’s existing ocean cooling
pipes to tap the Pacific.

Poseidon would draw 106 mil-
lion gallons a day of seawater
through the huge offshore intake
pipe, which would be screened,
and use reverse osmosis mem-
branes to rid the seawater of salt
and impurities.

That process would produce
56 million gallons a day of brine
concentrate — roughly twice as
salty as the ocean — which would

be dumped back into the Pacific
via a 1,500-foot discharge pipe
equipped with outfall diffusers to
promote mixing and dilution.

The intake and discharge oper-
ations will take a toll on plankton,
which plays a crucial role in the
marine food chain, killing an esti-
mated 300,000 microscopic or-
ganisms a day.

That estimate is based on a
2003 study of Huntington Beach
waters that was supplemented
with more recent ocean sampling.
Water board members questioned
why a new study wasn’t con-
ducted and expressed doubts
about the adequacy of Poseidon’s
environmental mitigation plans.

The company proposes to con-
duct 112 acres of environmental
work at the nearby Bolsa Chica

wetlands, Southern California’s
largest saltwater marsh. Most of
the efforts would consist of dredg-
ing to maintain the inlet that al-
lows ocean water to circulate in
and out of the marsh. Only about
6 acres of wetlands would be re-
stored.

“I don’t think this mitigation
comes close” to meeting state re-
quirements to fully offset the loss
of marine life, board member
Selmi said.

Proponents argue that without
the long-term funding for dredg-
ing that Poseidon would provide,
Bolsa Chica’s survival is threat-
ened. The inlet could close within
a few years, choking off the es-
tuary.

But Coastal Commission senior
environmental scientist Tom Lus-
ter recommended that the water
board require additional miti-
gation elsewhere. Sea level rise, he
warned, will reconfigure Bolsa
Chica, making it unlikely that the
inlet dredging could continue for
the life of the desalter.

The Coastal Commission,
which next reviews the project,
has the final say on mitigation.
And Luster indicated his agency
won’t be satisfied with the Bolsa
Chica plan.

Bettina Boxall is a staff writer
with the Los Angeles Times.

Scott Smeltzer
Staff Photographer

DETRACTORS
AND SUPPORTERS
of the Poseidon
desalination water
facility voice their
opinions during the
California State Lands
Commission meeting
at the Huntington
Beach City Hall
council chambers
in October 2017.

Continued from page A1
POSEIDON

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot
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ACROSS
1 __ blood;
animosity
4 Looks for
9 Reason to use
Cortaid
13 __ the top;
outrageous
15 Characteristic
16 Uncommon
17 Longest river
18 Vital artery
19 Not locked
20 Sends away
22 Late Cronkite's
field
23 Rotten to the __;
very evil
24 Garden tool
26 Happens
29 Immature
34 Actor Tim __
35 Dried fruit
36 By way of
37 Highway
38 Feeling
remorse about
39 Helpful clue
40 Suffix for light
or length
41 Baseball's Jeter
42 Military attack
43 __ of; lacking
45 __ around; gave
orders to
46 Ridicule
47 Color slightly
48 Epiphany
visitors
51 Purse, belt or
hat
56 Misfortunes
57 Appears in the
distance
58 "As ye sow, so
shall ye __"
60 Hasn't a __;
suspects nothing
61 Wed secretly
62 Holler
63 "Mine __ have
seen the gloryÉ"
64 Bus station
65 Opener

DOWN
1 "__ voyage!"
2 Needing no

encouragement
3 Food shop
4 Elevator
alternative
5 Uneven
6 All __; listening
7 Frequent flier
8 Storing away
9 Did a domestic

chore
10 Word with
Scotch or masking
11 Group that
works together
12 Barnyard birds
14 Saved
21 Daybreak, for
short

25 Bullring cheer
26 Rowed
27 Duplicate
28 Bracelet
fastener
29 Wept
30 Good-looking
guy
31 Climbing plants
32 Burn slightly
33 Couldn't stand
35 Untainted
38 Showed
39 School subject
41 Salsa or
guacamole
42 David & Ricky,
to Ozzie & Harriet
44 Pay hikes
45 Actress
Jacqueline
47 Rate of speed,
in music
48 Household
pests
49 Supportive
nation
50 Adhesive
52 "Old King __"
53 Chicken's home
54 Have a strong
odor
55 Ivy League
school
59 Two-__; like
most toilet paper

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

gated, or the Uber driver
who police reportedly held
at gunpoint thinking he was
involved in a real robbery.

The Stokes brothers, 23,
have each been charged
with one felony count of
false imprisonment and
one misdemeanor count of
falsely reporting an emer-
gency in connection with
the Oct. 15, 2019, pranks,
the Orange County district
attorney’s office said
Wednesday. They each face
a maximum sentence of
four years in state prison if
convicted on all counts.

In a since-hidden 10-
minute video, the brothers,
dressed in all black and
their identical faces ob-
scured with ski masks, dart
around the UC Irvine cam-
pus and take stumbling
pratfalls as “money” spills
out of a duffel bag.

With a videographer
nearby capturing their per-
formances, the pair also ap-
proach bystanders asking
them for directions to the

closest bank “to make, like,
a large withdrawal, if you
know what I mean,” to be
decoys or offering to split
their “spoils.”

One scene in the video
showed the men getting
into an Uber car. The driver
was unaware of the prank
but was immediately wary
and told the men to get out
of his vehicle.

But according to the D.A.,
a bystander called the po-
lice thinking the brothers
were real bank robbers and
carjackers. Irvine police re-
sponded and ordered the
driver out at gunpoint. He
was released after police
determined he was not in-
volved in the hoax.

“We’ve had the police
called on us, like, all day,”
one twin said to a laughing
group on the UCI campus.
Then he recounted the
Uber driver’s predicament.
“Poor guy.”

Police warned the broth-
ers that the stunt was dan-
gerous and let them go too.
Then later that day, the pair
resumed filming, leading to
more calls to police, prose-
cutors said.

“These were not pranks,”
District Atty. Todd Spitzer
said in a statement. “These
are crimes that could have
resulted in someone getting
seriously injured or even
killed. Law enforcement of-
ficers are sworn to protect
the public and when some-
one calls 911 to report an
active bank robbery they
are going to respond to pro-
tect lives. Instead, what
they found was some kind
of twisted attempt to gain
more popularity on the in-
ternet by unnecessarily
putting members of the
public and police officers in
danger.”

The brothers have posted
more than 80 videos on
their Stokes Twins channel,
which has 4.8 million fol-
lowers. Their other exploits,
captured alongside the re-
actions of strangers, include
one dressing in an inmate’s
jumpsuit costume and
pulling into drive-throughs
with the other in the pas-
senger seat dressed as a po-
lice officer with duct tape
over his mouth, and pass-
ing gas and doing backflips
in front of unsuspecting

shoppers at Target.
The video that led to the

criminal charges, titled
“BANK ROBBER PRANK!
(gone wrong),” shows the
brothers’ interactions with
police.

One twin said he didn’t
expect the police response
and most people laugh at
their antics.

“Think about it,” an offi-
cer responded. “You’ve
gotta be smarter than that
man, you know better...
What do you think people
are gonna do?”

Neither of the twins
spent time in Orange
County jail, according to
sheriff’s department re-
cords, and it was not im-
mediately clear if they have
hired an attorney. They
could not immediately be
reached for comment.

In a prologue to the bank
robber prank video, the
twins asked viewers to give
them “100,000 likes, be-
cause we’re literally risking
our lives doing this video.”

It got 70,000.

Continued from page A1
PRANK

hillary.davis@latimes.com
Twitter: @dailypilot_hd

The 55 Freeway connec-
tors to the 405 will be closed
this weekend for pavement
work, and the work will im-
pact the drive time to John
Wayne Airport, so travelers
should plan accordingly.

Caltrans announced both
the southbound and north-

bound 55 connectors will
close at 10 p.m. Friday and
reopen at 5 a.m. on Mon-
day.

The northbound detour
sends motorists to the Mac-
Arthur Boulevard exit, then
southbound on MacArthur
and left to the 405 south-

bound onramp. The south-
bound detour goes to the
northbound 405 Bristol
Street exit, left onto Bristol
and then right onto the
southbound 405 onramp.

Keep up to date at
twitter.com/caltransoc.

— Hillary Davis

55, 405 freeway connectors
closing through the weekend

proper response to con-
cerns of employees’ re-
peated exposure to the
virus.

“The hospital has failed
to develop and implement
effective infection control
procedures and practices in
order to reduce the risk of
the transmission of [SARS-
CoV-2], the virus that
causes the coronavirus dis-
ease COVID-19,” the com-
plaint stated.

The document further al-
leges the facility violates
portions of California Code
that outline requirements
for hospitals and states em-
ployees should receive ap-
propriate training on infec-
tion control policies and
procedures.

In a demonstration
Thursday outside the hos-
pital’s emergency depart-
ment, NUHW representa-
tives urged their 734 mem-
bers to vote and voice their
concerns about administra-
tors they say aren’t doing
enough to protect patients
and staff.

“We are asking Fountain
Valley staff to vote no confi-
dence in the administration
because we believe they
will not go above the bare
minimum,” operating room
employee and union shop
steward Ron Rosano said to
a crowd of about 50. “They
must work to earn the trust
and the respect of the front-
line caregivers.”

Employees say they have
collectively and individually
contacted hospital leader-
ship about the lack of
proper virus testing and

contact tracing following
incidents of exposure.

In a survey conducted by
NUHW, 93% of employee
respondents said they did
not believe the hospital was
doing enough to keep pa-
tients safe from infection,
while 75% said they have
been required to treat in-
fected and uninfected pa-
tients while wearing the
same personal protective
equipment.

On Thursday, Orange
County reported 32 new co-
ronavirus deaths, a single-
day record that brings the
countywide death total to
697.

Employees at Thursday’s
demonstration said the
hospital will not test em-
ployees who do not exhibit
symptoms, even when

they’ve come into contact
with patients and co-work-
ers who soon after tested
positive for the virus.

Josh Jesus, a CT Tech in
the radiology department,
said a colleague was in-
fected and hospitalized
with COVID-19 in late June.
When employees who’d
worked with the man re-
quested testing, they were
sent home to self-quaran-
tine and given a list of Or-
ange County testing sites.

“We asked for (onsite)
testing, and they said,
‘What if all 500 employees
came in one day?’ ” Jesus
said. “What about testing
people who just got ex-
posed? That’s why we’re
heading down this path —

Continued from page A1
HOSPITAL

See Hospital, page A4
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(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc

45

Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.

51
Lic.# 847890 // ©2020 Solatube International, Inc.

714-584-9570
SolatubeHome.com

Does your skylight refresh your home?
Our skylight replacement service will update
your old, broken, leaking skylights fast.
• Our Fresh Breeze Skylight will help cool your home

• Heat & UV blocking technology

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

Your attic or garage TOO HOT?
Our solar & electric fans remove blazing hot air from
your attic and/or garage; creating a cooler space.

• New advanced technology delivers exceptional power

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

• Available for all roof types and garages

5 Ways to Brighten & Cool

Buy 2, Buy 3, Buy 4...

SAVE MORE!
Financing available. Call for details.

APPLIES TO ANY COMBINATION OF PRODUCTS

YOUR HOME
Your home TOO DARK?
Solatube, the modern skylight that brings
natural light to every room in your home.
• Great for hallways, kitchens, bathrooms, closets, etc.

• Save with a 26% Federal Tax Credit*

• NEW- Solar Daylight Dimmer & Low Profile Sun Collector

Your home TOO HOT?
Whole House Fans cool & freshen your entire
home in minutes for pennies a day.
• Improve indoor air quality using clean air from outside

• Save huge on A/C costs with fresh cool ventilation

• Super quiet operation

*applies to solar-powered products

• Virtual Design Consultations • Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

1

3

54

2

HURRY

SALE
ENDS

SOON!

888-231-7491

Lawrence Erwin Klein
1933 - 2020

Lawrence Erwin Klein, aka Poppy, died peacefully on July
17, 2020 from COVID-19. He was 86 years old.
Larry was born in Brooklyn on July 24, 1933 and quickly

moved to Texas where he acquired his signature southern
drawl. Growing up in the hardscrabble Jewish section of
South Dallas, Larry was determined to make something of
himself after his father died before his thirteenth birthday.
Larry attended UT-Austin where he played on the football

team.After setbacks and considering dropping out of college,
Larry applied the work ethic he learned as an athlete to his
academics and graduated in 1955. Soon after, he fell in love
with Carla Jean Langert and they married in 1957.
Working as a physical therapist, Larry developed an interest

in medicine. With three toddlers at home, he enrolled at UT-
Southwestern Medical School and graduated at the top of his
class in 1965. As a resident at Parkland Memorial Hospital,
he was the first medical professional to take care of President
John F. Kennedy after he was shot on November 22, 1963.
After medical school, Larry served as a naval officer in Long

Beach, California. In 1969, he moved his family to Newport
Beach and welcomed a fourth child. In private practice as an
Ob/Gyn at Hoag Hospital, Larry delivered more than 5,000
babies during his 40-year career. He was admired for his
intelligence, charm and easy-going bedside manner. After
his retirement in 2004, Larry was often chased down by
colleagues and adoring former patients.
Larry spent his free time at the gym, playing tennis, skiing

and left his mark telling naughty jokes. He loved reading
biographies, listening to Johnny Cash, and solving crossword
puzzles. Larry relished gnawing on a juicy T-bone, drinking
fine wine and espressos, and hollering at the TV when his
Longhorns or Cowboys fumbled.
He visited his family in NYC and the Berkshires often and

enjoyed taking his grandkids for ice cream, then trying to
sneak a taste. These shenanigans inspired a story he co-
wrote with his youngest grandchild, “Don’t Let Poppy Hold
Your Ice Cream.”
Larry passed away peacefully with his daughter, Stacy, by

his side. The family thanks the team at Hoag Hospital for his
care, especially Larry’s dear friend, Dr. Joe Riggio.
Larry was predeceased by his wife in 2012. He is survived

by his children: Glenna Klein, Stacy Yeany, Scott Klein,
and Keri Bernstein; his son-in-law: Ron Bernstein; and his
grandchildren: Austin Yeany, Hayden Yeany, Kelby Klein,
McKenna Klein, Zachary Bernstein, and Sophie Bernstein.
A celebration of life event is currently unsafe, so please

honor Larry by opening an elegant Pinot Noir or re-telling one
of his jokes! He would want all of us to enjoy life to the fullest
-- as he did.
In his memory, please consider a donation to CureJM

(www.curejm.org), an organization searching for a cure to the
rare autoimmune disease which has afflicted his youngest
grandchild.
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settings than traditional
healthcare, as well as on-de-
mand virtual care through a
mobile app.

One Medical also opened
its first Orange County office
in Irvine on July 6 and has
more than 85 offices in large
markets across the United
States. In Orange County, it
is partnered with specialty
care services through Provi-
dence/Hoag Memorial Hos-
pital Presbyterian.

The company is offering
complimentary 30-day
memberships to anyone
with COVID-19 concerns
during the pandemic using
the code GETCARE30, said
Dr. Natasha Bhuyan, West
Coast regional medical di-
rector for One Medical.

Overall, Orange County
reported 580 new positive
tests for the coronavirus
Thursday, bringing the
county to 38,711 cumulative
cases. There were 3,330
daily PCR tests received, and
448,087 total tests have now
been issued.

There are currently 517
hospitalizations due to the
virus, with 171 of those pa-
tients in intensive care units.

“Widespread testing is
one of those key public
health pillars in fighting and
being able to control the
pandemic in the long run,”
Bhuyan said.

“Certainly people who
have active symptoms, we
want to prioritize those peo-
ple, but I think we are also
aware that about 40% of
cases might be spreading
from people who are
asymptomatic or pre-symp-
tomatic. They might have a
high risk of exposure; they
might live with somebody
who is positive for COVID.
Those people need access to
testing as well ... and the
other people who are at
high risk are essential work-
ers. You think about people
in grocery stores and food
services, and they’re contin-
ually potentially being ex-
posed.”

Bhuyan said that One
Medical offers an advantage
in that because it’s also a
primary care platform, it
can offer guidance beyond
the test.

“There’s a lot of short-
term and long-term effects,”
she said. “Some people,
their symptoms are mild,
but some people might have
a fever for eight days, or a
headache or diarrhea. I
think it’s not just important
that we test, but it’s impor-
tant that we’re able to man-
age the results of that test.
The other piece, too, is
there’s some people who
have symptoms, but they
test negative. Now we can
manage, maybe your symp-
toms are due to asthma or
maybe your symptoms are
due to something else, and
let’s manage that condition
as well.”

Dr. Michael Lee is the Or-
ange County district medi-
cal director for One Medical.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities:

• Santa Ana: 7,390 cases;
188 deaths

• Anaheim: 6,615 cases;
167 deaths

• Huntington Beach: 1,740
cases; 49 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 1,266 cases;
12 deaths

• Irvine: 1,212 cases; 10
deaths

• Newport Beach: 902
cases; 11 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 370
cases; 10 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 138
cases; fewer than five
deaths.
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we have zero confidence
they’re doing everything
they can to protect employ-
ees and patients.”

Staff say patients are not
tested upon arrival if they
do not present symptoms.
Union members have re-
quested all newly admitted
patients and employees
who have been exposed to
the virus be tested onsite.
They are also asking that all
patients wear facial cov-
erings.

Barbara Lewis, NUHW’s
Southern California hospi-
tal division director, who
helped draft the July 1 com-
plaint, said the state De-
partment of Public Health
opened an investigation

into Fountain Valley Re-
gional Hospital and Medi-
cal Center the following
day.

Surveyors made multiple
visits to the facility late last
month and conducted
closed-door interviews
with employees and ad-
ministrators, Lewis said.
Before those visits,
COVID-19 patients were
being seen in several differ-
ent units of the facility, po-
tentially exposing unin-
fected patients. Now they
are being treated in a unit
cordoned off from the gen-
eral population.

“That is major progress,
and it happened because of
the complaint our mem-
bers filed,” Lewis said. “We
had been meeting with
management since mid-
March, and this was one of

our key issues, but man-
agement would not make
the changes.”

Lewis said one nurse
who worked in a unit treat-
ing COVID-19 patients be-
came infected and died on
June 5. The complaint indi-
cated “nearly a dozen” em-
ployees had tested positive
so far, but exact numbers
are unknown and are not
being reported by adminis-
trators.

McFarland’s office de-
clined a request for an in-
terview, responding instead
with a statement in which
it stated the facility is fol-
lowing guidelines issued by
the California Department
of Public Health and the
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

“We worked collabora-
tively with the surveyors

and quickly implemented
some changes to address
the issues they raised,” the
statement said. “While we
value all of our employees
who are represented by the
NUHW, we are disappoint-
ed that the union is taking
this action.”

COVID-19-positive pa-
tients may be kept in the
same unit as uninfected
patients, the statement
continued, but are placed
in separate rooms with
closed doors and posted
signage. As a further pre-
caution, infection control
personnel are ensuring per-
sonal protective equipment
is being worn and dis-
carded in a safe manner.

Jennifer Carter, a teleme-
try nurse at Fountain Valley
Regional for the past 25
years, came to Thursday’s
demonstration as a show of
support, though she and

fellow nurses are not repre-
sented by NUHW but by
the United Nurses Associa-
tions of California.

She said she knows five
employees from different
units who’ve tested positive
for the virus and described
the COVID-19-unit nurse
who died in June as an old-
er individual at high risk of
infection who was “on a
ventilator for quite a while.”

“There’s a lot of fear — of
getting COVID-19, bringing
it home to family, giving it
to patients,” Carter said of
employees’ desire for more
testing. “Every patient who
comes into the emergency
room should be tested. If
they leave our ER, but
they’re asymptomatic,
they’re going to go out and
spread it.”
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cilwoman Jill Hardy
terming out this year,
the three available
spots on the Novem-
ber ballot are open to
the 12 challengers who
have filed to run so far.
The deadline for can-
didates to file paper-
work is Aug. 12.

City Council mem-
bers are chosen at-
large in Huntington
Beach, and the may-
oral position rotates
annually. Hardy, Se-
meta and Brenden
placed first, second

and third in the 2016
race.

As Semeta’s tenure
winds down, “I assure
you my dedication and
devotion to that task
will remain as strong
as ever. My gratitude to
all of you who have ex-
pressed support, en-
couragement and ap-
preciation is immense.
It will take all of us
working together to get
through this and I am
confident we will
come out stronger on
the other side.”

Continued from page A1
SEMETA

hillary.davis@
latimes.com
Twitter: @dailypilot_hd

Photo by
Spencer Grant

HUNTINGTON
BEACHMAYOR

Lyn Semeta parades
down Main Street at

the 2019 Light of
Love event.


