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As a March 9 special election
for an Orange County Board of
Supervisors seat nears, five con-
tenders are attempting to distin-
guish their candidacies and con-
vince voters they have what it
takes to lead the county through
and beyond the pandemic.

And with the recent revelation
that one candidate, former state
Sen. John Moorlach, tested pos-
itive for COVID-19 earlier this
week, the virus is taking center
stage as the political aspirants
hone their messaging around vac-
cination, testing and following
recommended protocols.

Some are drawing on their past
and current experiences as
elected officials at the municipal,
county and state level, while oth-
ers lean on professional back-
grounds in finance, law and busi-

Collage by Sara Cardine

CANDIDATES FOR AN open 2nd District seat on the Orange County Board of Supervisors vacated by
Michelle Steel, from left, are Kevin Muldoon, Janet Rappaport, John Moorlach, Katrina Foley and Michael Vo.

Supervisor candidates
blaze a campaign trail
With the special election
March 9, 5 contenders
try to convince voters
they have what it takes
to lead the county.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Supervisor, page R5

A federal judge on Tuesday
dropped a fifth criminal case over
the court’s pandemic-related ban
on jury trials, dismissing drug, gun
and immigration charges against a
man jailed for nearly 15 months
while defending the neighboring
Orange County Superior Court’s
ongoing trial procedures.

U.S. District Judge Cormac Car-
ney, whose offices are in Santa
Ana, agreed with Jose Reyes’ law-
yer that the Central District of Cal-
ifornia’s indefinite halting of jury
trials violates Reyes’ constitutional
right to a speedy trial.

“I don’t feel reasonable people
can disagree
about the uncon-
stitutionality of
the indefinite
suspension,” Car-
ney said during a
hearing Tuesday.

The U.S. Attor-
ney’s Office ob-
jected to Reyes’
release and the
dismissal of his

criminal charges, including Car-
ney’s decision to dismiss the
charges in a way that legally pro-
hibits prosecutors from seeking
another indictment. Appearing via
Zoom, Assistant U.S. Atty. Ashley
Fillmore said her office is not in-
tentionally harming Reyes and is
instead simply obeying the Central
District judges’ majority vote to
halt trials during the pandemic.

Carney said he isn’t blaming
prosecutors, but from Reyes’
standpoint, “Does it matter
whether it’s the government com-
mitting the violation of his consti-
tutional right or the court?”

“I could make an argument can-
didly it hurts more when judges
given lifetime appointments are
the ones violating his constitu-
tional right than when it’s the gov-
ernment prosecutors,” Carney
said. “I’m not saying that they’re
acting in bad faith; they’re con-
vinced that it’s unsafe.”

Reyes, 35, alias Martin Mendez-
Ayala, was arrested in Los Angeles
in November 2019 after he sold an
FBI informant an AR-15 assault ri-

U.S. judge
drops
fifth
criminal
case
Hecites a right to a speedy
trial indismissingcharges
against aman jailed for
nearly15months.
BYMEGHANNM. CUNIFF
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Judge Cormac
J. Carney

A Mexican cultural center in
Santa Ana is butting heads with
the city over a homeless en-
campment in its parking lots.

Established by a group of mi-
grant women more than two
decades ago, El Centro Cultural
de México at 837 N. Ross St. is a
linchpin for the local Latino

community.
But since the beginning of the

pandemic, homeless people have
been living in the cultural cen-
ter’s parking lots. The numbers
have steadily grown to an en-
campment with more than 40
people.

Though the encampment has
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ABOUT 40 people live in El Centro Cultural of Mexico in Santa Ana. Most of them have arrived since December, according to a spokesman.

Mexican cultural center faces
off with the city of Santa Ana

EL CENTRO
is allowing the

encampment and is
working to help the

homeless.

RAY RAY LEWIS,
60, who said
he has been
homeless for 47
years, lives in the
El Centro lot.

At issue is a homeless encampment in its parking
lot that has grown to more than 40 people.

BY BEN BRAZIL

See Center, page R2
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put a dent in the small cul-
tural center’s already ailing
finances, El Centro is allow-
ing the encampment and is
working to help the home-
less.

But the cultural center
has had to contend with the
city, which has been fining
El Centro for not keeping
the area clean.

Ben Vazquez, who sits on
the cultural center’s board
of directors, said the city
wants the homeless out of
the area. Vazquez said he
would rather help the
homeless find housing than
“kick the can down the
road.”

“They’re hoping to make
the problem disappear, but
[the homeless] are going to
end up somewhere,”
Vazquez said. “And right
now they’re at Centro and

pushing them out of Centro
doesn’t mean they’re going
to disappear.”

Vazquez said the city has
fined El Centro for more
than $1,800 so far.

He also said police come
by the parking lot and
throw away homeless peo-
ple’s belongings.

“The city of Santa Ana is
aware of the homeless en-
campment situation at the
Centro Cultural de Mexico,”
city spokesman Paul Eakins
said in an emailed state-

ment. “The encampment is
on private property, so the
city is seeking to resolve the
issue through our Code En-
forcement Division. If the
property owner does not
address the problem, the
next step for the city could
be to seek an abatement
warrant.”

Vazquez said El Centro is
starting to partner with
other nonprofits and hopes
to connect the homeless
with housing and other
support services.

“The city wants us to let
them come and give them
tickets, harass them or
criminalize them,” Vazquez
said. “We won’t do that. We
need to get them into
places, get them services
and make sure we don’t
criminalize the homeless
and treat them like human
beings. We decided as a
group we didn’t want to
criminalize them.”

The center has not had
an easy time since the be-
ginning of the pandemic.

Like other nonprofits, the
cultural center has taken a
financial hit.

The homeless encamp-
ment has made it harder for
the center to find a renter
for the top floor of its build-
ing, a source of funding for
the center, Vazquez said.
The center has also reduced
rent for its other tenants.

Before the pandemic, the
center provided a link to
important cultural customs
for the local Latino com-
munity. Community mem-

bers could learn traditional
Mexican instruments, take
dance classes and attend
community meetings, art
shows and exhibitions. The
center has had to scale
down and hasn’t been able
to put on its usual festiv-
ities.

Despite the struggles, El
Centro is helping the un-
documented community
by providing COVID-19 re-
lief. Vazquez said the center
has used about $500,000 of
COVID-19 relief funds for
food giveaways, rent relief
and other support services.

“Thank God for this
place,” said Alex Beltran,
who said he has been living
at El Centro for about three
months.

Beltran, who said he
been homeless for about 20
years, praised the center for
providing him with needed
support.

Beltran’s daughter, Vic-
toriyah Ewing, is also living
in the parking lot.

Ewing said she has been
homeless for about four
years. She was forced out of
foster care when she turned
18 but became homeless af-
ter she didn’t qualify for
transitional housing.

“Not a lot of people
would just let us camp out
here,” Ewing said. “They
help us ... They don’t have
to do this.”

Nathan Muiars, who lives
in the parking lot, echoed
that sentiment.

“They have been very
helpful,” he said. “Most
places would usually just
call the police.”

Photos by Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

ALEX BELTRAN, 47, of Santa Ana said he has been living in the El Centro parking lot for four months.

VICTORIYAH EWING,
22, of Santa Ana said she
has been living in the El
Centro parking lot for
seven months.

Continued from page R1
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A San Clemente city
councilwoman caused
some controversy last week
when she refused to wear a
mask during a meeting.

Councilwoman Laura
Ferguson was the only
council member not wear-
ing a mask during San
Clemente’s Feb. 16 meet-
ing, which was the first
time the council had met
in person for months.

The in-person part of the
meeting didn’t last long.
The council was sent home
to reconvene the meeting
on Zoom after Mayor Ka-
thy Ward called Ferguson
out for not wearing a mask.

“We have one council
member who doesn’t have
a mask on,” Ward said at
the meeting. “I am going to
ask you to put a mask on
and if you aren’t going to,
you have the option of go-
ing home and we will wait
for you to go home and
you can Zoom into our
meeting.”

“I just wanted to note to
the public that I have plas-
tic around me and and
plexiglass around me and
we are physically distanced
between tables among
members,” Ferguson re-
sponded. “I wore my mask
in the room [during closed
session] with the council
members and I am not go-
ing to wear my mask right
here because I have all the
protocols in place around
me. There is no way that
anybody can be harmed by
me, or likewise me harmed
by anyone else.”

Ward made a motion to
recess the meeting and
continue it over Zoom. The
motion passed 3-2, with
Ferguson and Councilman
Steve Knoblock dissenting.

During a phone inter-
view this week, Ferguson
said she felt the mask
wasn’t necessary because
the city had several safety
measures in place during
the meeting. She said the
desk was well-equipped
with plexiglass and plastic
dividers, and council
members were more than 6
feet apart.

“I removed my mask for

the meeting because I
knew we had a long meet-
ing ahead and I can’t wear
that mask for seven hours
and that’s how long our
meetings last,” Ferguson
said. “So I felt it was appro-
priate in my little bubble,
so to speak, to remove the
mask and participate in the
meeting so that people
hear me articulate and
speak clearly as well.”

“But I don’t think this
was about my mask at all,”
Ferguson continued. “In
my opinion, the mayor sin-
gled me out for not wear-
ing my mask ... She just
dislikes me. And any
chance to humiliate and
embarrass me, she does.
This was a political stunt.”

Ward did not respond to
a request for comment.

Ferguson is not the first
Orange County politician
to be criticized for not
wearing a mask. Hunting-
ton Beach Councilman
Tito Ortiz came under fire
for his refusal to wear a
mask at a meeting in Janu-
ary.

Mayor Pro Tem Gene
James said over email this
week that in early Febru-
ary, Interim City Manager
Erik Sund told council
members that they would
be required to wear a mask
in order to meet in person.

Ferguson disputed that
the masks were made a re-
quirement when the city
chose to reconvene in-per-

Screenshot by Ben Brazil

WHEN COUNCILWOMAN Laura Ferguson didn’t wear a
mask, fellow members voted to move a meeting online.

Councilwoman’s
decision to go
maskless pushes
meeting online
BY BEN BRAZIL

SeeMaskless, page R3

“In my opinion,
the mayor
singled me out
for not wearing
my mask ... She
just dislikes me.
And any chance
to humiliate and
embarrass me,
she does. This
was a political
stunt.”

— Councilwoman
Laura Ferguson

San Clemente

Dirk Wilson stood out-
side of his RV cradling his
dog amid old broken
refuse.

“I served seven years in
the Marine Corps,” Wilson
said this week. “I thought I
earned something there.”

Wilson lives out of his
RV, like dozens of others
parked on Valencia Drive
and neighboring Walnut
Avenue in Fullerton.

Wilson and other home-
less people living out of
their recreational vehicles
have been at odds with the
city. They say police antag-
onize, cite them and tow
the vehicles they live in.

“I won’t go to a homeless
shelter,” Wilson said. “It’s
like going to jail.”

Local religious and legal
advocates for the homeless
have joined forces to try to
find a resolution to the
problem with the city. But
an ordinance the City
Council approved in No-
vember that bans all RV
parking on public and pri-
vate streets without a spe-
cial permit threatens to
further the divide between
the city and advocates.

Brooke Weitzman, an at-
torney who represents the
homeless, has been in
talks with the city about
the ordinance, which she
calls “unconstitutional.”

Weitzman sent a de-
mand letter to the city in
December telling Fullerton
to delay enforcement of
the new ordinance. City
Manager Ken Domer said
the city has obliged so far.

“Fullerton seeks to crim-
inalize merely parking or
stopping on public or pri-
vate property any vehicle

capable of human habita-
tion,” the letter says.

“The city’s law also per-
mits any vehicle found to
be in violation of the law,
including vehicles that are
‘capable’ of being used for
habitation but may not be
— which is just about any
vehicle — to be towed.”

The letter also says that
the ordinance should not
be enforced for the sake of
public health during the
pandemic.

“Orange County is cur-
rently in the height of the
pandemic, reaching new
records of illness every day
and all hospitals in the re-
gion exceeding capacity,”
the letter says. “As we open
overflow outdoor emer-
gency rooms, it is a par-
ticularly dangerous time
for the city to force senior
and medically vulnerable
individuals out of the vehi-
cles where they can shelter
in place and on to the
streets. This will only exac-
erbate the public health
crisis.”

Domer said over the
phone Wednesday that he
has met with Weitzman
twice in the last two weeks.
Domer said the city will
not enforce the RV ordi-
nance until they come to a
resolution with Weitzman.

The RV ordinance seeks
to deter what is occurring
on Valencia and Walnut.

“A lot of that area is ac-
tually conditioned for
commercial parking only
and industrial,” Domer
said. “That’s where semi
trucks park or offload.
Right now what we have is
a lot of semi trucks that are
pulling into the middle
lanes because they don’t
have curbside places

where they can park for
whatever reason. So it is a
health and safety issue.”

Weitzman said that they
would file a lawsuit if the
city starts enforcing the or-
dinance.

When asked what will
happen to the vehicles on
Valencia and Walnut if the
city begins enforcing the
RV ordinance, Domer re-
sponded the city’s goal is
to get people into housing.
He mentioned that Fuller-
ton was the first Orange
County city to have a safe
parking program, which
ended a few months ago.

“From our view in set-
ting up the safe parking
program, a lot of those

folks were basically chased
out of Anaheim or some
other cities because of
their RV ordinances,”
Domer said. “And so we
are not going to become a
depository for everybody
in an RV who wants to live
on public streets.

“We will first work with
the appropriate social
service providers and the
county to get them hous-
ing support and provide
them with enough infor-
mation. But ultimately,
yes, we will need to re-
claim the streets for the
normal parking, specif-
ically in the commercial

Fullerton ordinance could
force out homeless in RVs
A new rule passed in November is on
hold as advocates meet with the city.

Ben Brazil

SEVERAL RVS are parked on Valencia Drive in Fullerton.
A city ordinance would outlaw them without a permit.

BY BEN BRAZIL
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A Santa Ana police offi-
cer pleaded guilty
Wednesday to accepting
$128,000 in bribes to pro-
tect illegal businesses op-
erating in the city.

Officer Steven Lopez,
29, admitted he took the
money from an unnamed
crime figure in return for
a promise to keep law en-
forcement officers from
inspecting, searching or
shutting down the busi-
nesses.

The man who made the
payoffs was seeking pro-
tection for Vietnamese
gambling operations, ac-
cording to a person famil-
iar with the matter. It was
unclear whether Lopez,

who joined Santa Ana’s
police force in 2016, was
in a position to provide
such protection.

Lopez took some of the
money last September in
a late-night meeting with
the man on the top floor
of a parking structure
across the street from
Santa Ana police head-
quarters, Assistant U.S.
Atty. Daniel Lim said at a
court hearing conducted
remotely on Zoom.

On another occasion,
Lopez was wearing his
police uniform and driv-
ing a marked patrol car
when he took a payoff at
the corner of West 1st and
Fairview streets in Santa
Ana, Lim said.

Lopez, who pleaded

guilty to one count of
bribery, faces a maximum
penalty of 10 years in
prison and a $250,000
fine.

“You may be disap-
pointed at the court’s ulti-
mate sentence,” U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Otis D.
Wright II told Lopez. The
defendant, wearing a
business suit and a red
plaid mask, answered the
judge’s questions from an
office where he was
seated next to his lawyer,
Brian Gurwitz.

Gurwitz said before the
hearing that Lopez’s
crime “was the result of
serious personal issues
that he’s addressing.” He
declined to be more spe-
cific.

“He regrets very deeply
the harm he caused to the
reputation of the Santa
Ana Police Department
and also feels it’s impor-
tant to assure the public
that nobody else in his
department was involved
in accepting bribes, to his
knowledge,” Gurwitz said.
“He wants to make sure
that the public doesn’t
feel that this was part of
any larger conspiracy or
anything like that.”

Lopez, who remains on
paid administrative leave
from the Santa Ana Police
Department, is scheduled
to be sentenced May 3.

Santa Ana cop admits taking $128,000 in
bribes to protect illegal businesses in city
BYMICHAEL FINNEGAN

MICHAEL FINNEGAN
writes for the Los Angeles
Times.
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It’s not big bank banking. It’s better.®

(877) 732-2848
Equal Housing Opportunity

Payment example for a $548,250 30 year term with an initial 3.038% APR and with maximum periodic rate
increases: $2,274.65 per month at an interest rate of 2.875% for the first 5 years; $2,807.62 per month at an inter-
est rate of 4.875% for years 6-10; $3,300.91 per month at an interest rate of 6.875% for years 11-15; $3,510.38
per month at an interest rate of 7.875% for years 16-30. Payment example does not include amounts for taxes or
insurance premiums; actual payment obligation may be greater. Rate and APR are accurate as of 1/4/2021. Rates
and terms are subject to change without notice.

The rate is fixed for 5 years, then becomes adjustable and may increase or decrease once every 5 years. Maximum rate adjustment is 2% per five
years and 5% over the life of the loan. The interest rate floor is 2.75%. The interest rate is determined by the weekly average yield on the United
States Treasury securities adjusted to constant maturity of five years (CMT) as made available by the Federal Reserve Board plus a margin of 2.75%.
Available for loan amounts up to $3,000,000 at 80% loan-to-value. Verification of income, credit, assets, homeowners insurance, hazard, and, if
applicable, flood insurance required. APR, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change. This offer does not apply to refinances.

¹No Closing Costs offer available for owner occupied primary residential purchases, properties owned free and clear and external (non-SDCCU)
refinances only. Subject to approval. SDCCUwill pay your closing costs including but not limited to: lender’s title insurance, title services, appraisal, tax
service, credit report, flood certification and recording fees. Paid closing costs do not include pre-paid interest, rate lock extension, rate re-lock, rate
float down, homeowners insurance, initial escrow deposit, owner’s title insurance, or city and/or county transfer tax. Primary residential purchase
transactions where seller and/or agent contributions are provided will be applied to the non-recurring closing costs first. In the event seller/agent
contributions do not cover all eligible closing costs, SDCCUwill cover any eligible remaining costs. Borrowermay select escrow and/or title company.
Other restrictions may apply. Reimbursement of closing costs: if the loan is paid off within 36 months of origination, a prorated amount of closing
costs will be added to the loan payoff amount. SDCCUwill not reimburse for any unused seller/agent contributions.

1

$0
No Points

No Closing Costs
Up to $3Million

Your rate can only change once
every 5 years with a maximum

rate adjustment of 5% over
the life of the loan.
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LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

IRVINE:
33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

Call to book your FREE Consult Now!

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

In House CT Scan Available

866-998-7097Se Habla
Espanol

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

$799*SINGLESINGLE
IMPLANTIMPLANT

*Expires 3/14/21. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.
*OAC PORCELAIN

CROWN
CROWN

ROOT
ABUTMENT

POST
a.k.a

IMPLANT
BODY

FIXTURE
a.k.a

23*Expires 3/14/21. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees.
New Patients only. Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc.

Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

3 IMPLANTS

923,

$2,325

QUALITY PRODUCTQUALITY PRODUCT

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY

FOR

You CAN eat what
you love again.

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR TEETH BUT

NOT YOUR APPETITE?

? ?

*Expires 3/14/21. Cannot be combined with
insurance Fees. New Patients only. Excludes implant,

bonegraft, etc. Cannot be combined with other coupons.

1 FREE
EXTRACTION
WITH IMPLANT SURGERY
(MINIMUM 2 IMPLANTS)(MINIMUM 2 IMPLANTS)
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son council meetings.
“I have no idea why

Councilmember Ferguson
refused to wear a mask,”
James said. “It was an ex-
traordinarily embarrass-
ing episode and my sin-
cerest hope is it is not ever
repeated. Council needs
to address the business of
the city; engaging in petty
squabbles is incredibly
counterproductive. I was
disappointed we could
not meet in person.”

Knoblock said over the
phone that council mem-
bers were seated about 15
feet apart from one anoth-
er during the meeting.

“My thinking is we
should have conducted
our meeting,” Knoblock
said. “Masks are not a law.
It’s not a crime not to wear

a mask. It’s a health sug-
gestion. Anyone that felt
uncomfortable could have
left the meeting and en-
tered it by Zoom. To can-
cel the meeting, send staff
and everyone home to
Zoom was probably a ma-
jor disruption and prob-
ably unnecessary.”

Councilman Chris Dun-
can also weighed in this
week over the phone.

“Laura expressed that
she was not told or there
was no official notice that
masks were going to be re-
quired,” Duncan said. “I
have no reason to dispute
that. That was her expla-
nation and beyond that
I’m not going to comment
because I think very
highly of Laura and I think
she can be an asset to
council. I hope that we are
able to resolve these types
of things in the future, not
at a council meeting but

amongst ourselves.”
However, Duncan said

that city staff came to the
council meeting under the
expectation that everyone
was going to be wearing a
mask.

“I don’t want to have to
wear a mask either, I don’t
think anybody does,”
Duncan said. “But we
have to wear masks be-
cause it’s not just our own
safety we need to be con-
cerned about, it’s every-
one’s safety and comfort.

“Once it was clear that
not everyone was going to
wear a mask, the only op-
tion really was to go back
to the Zooming in from
home.”

Ferguson has regularly
butted heads with the city
over transparency issues.
The conflict came to a
head in November, when
the council voted to cen-
sure her for releasing city

records to the public. Fer-
guson is a former public
information officer for the
city.

In December, Ferguson
said she was considering
suing the city because of
the censure.

Ferguson said this week
that the lawsuit is already
prepared, and she will file
it if the city doesn’t over-
turn the censure and pay
her attorneys fees.

“Yet I’ve been trying to
avoid suing my city be-
cause I’m a taxpayer advo-
cate, and I don’t want to
have to sue my city,” Fer-
guson said. “But I may
have to, to deal with this
because it was illegal on
all fronts. We don’t have a
censure law, no ordinance,
no code of conduct, no
ethics policy, nothing.”

Continued from page R2
MASKLESS
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a dozen people who were
interviewed this week said
they weren’t in the safe
parking program but would
be open to being in one.

There were about 10 cars
and RVs in the safe parking
lot on an ongoing basis.

Domer said they aren’t
looking into restarting the
city’s safe parking program.

“Safe parking really
needs to be a regional per-
spective, and not just with
cities and county, but with
faith-based and other non-
profit social providers,”
Domer said.

“We just can’t do it on
our own. My finances here
in the city are horrible. So I
am shrinking departments.
I’m not bringing back staff.
I can’t spend the taxpayers’
money on a safe parking
program.”

and industrial areas for
those uses.”

Father Dennis Kriz, a Ful-
lerton pastor and homeless
advocate, is hoping that the
city will renew its safe park-
ing program because the
people living in their RVs
“have no place to go.”

The program provided a
safe parking lot for home-
less people living out of
their cars, but the program
came to an end after it ran
out of funding.

Kriz’s church, St. Philip
Benizi Church, is part of the
Fullerton Tri-Parish Home-
lessness Collaborative,
which advocated for the
safe parking program.

It isn’t clear how many, if
any, of the people living on
Valencia and Walnut were
in the program. About half

Continued from page R2
RVS
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Among the milieu of online en-
tertainment, there’s a theatric
YouTube series working on two
levels: archiving stories of the
dead and processing grief.

“The COVID Monologues,” a
project presented by Breath of
Fire Latina Theater Ensemble,
honors people who have died
from COVID-19.

The 24 videos are each about
five minutes long. Some of the
videos in the collection feature
actors performing directly to the
camera. Others utilize voice-overs
with shots of a cloudy beach or a
ride on a subway. There are videos
that incorporate personal and
historical photos along with the
monologue.

The series premiered Jan. 26,
but the work is ongoing. The next
deadline to submit one-page
monologues is March 1. A new
batch of recorded monologues
will be released in May.

The theater ensemble’s literary
director Diana Burbano started to
think about launching the project
last August when she saw a lot of
people in the Latino and theater

community dying from the co-
ronavirus.

Data about those who had died
from the virus were continually
climbing, but she didn’t see the
people behind those numbers be-
ing honored.

“They’re not numbers. They’re
people,” Sara Guerrero, the com-
pany’s artistic director, said. “It
was really about putting a story
behind a number that may have
otherwise been overlooked … it’s
like a living altar in a way.” Some
monologues are about people the
writers knew firsthand. Others are
based on obituaries that moved
them or types of people like es-
sential workers.

They’ve heard back from some
of the families who weren’t able to
have people attend funerals or be
present with their loved ones
when they died. Guerrero said
they were eager to see the video
and commemorate the person
they have lost.

Breath of Fire worked with the
Protest Plays Project in the past
where playwrights donate their
work to amplify issues like gun or
domestic violence. They used the
same structure of the initiative to

put a call out to people, being
specific about the writing prompt
— the one-page monologue
should focus on celebrating the
life lived, not the manner of their
death.

“I didn’t want to turn it into
what we call tragedy porn,” Bur-
bano said.

Submissions came from Or-
ange County but also from as far
away as Latin America, New Zea-
land and England. There is an
editing process and then Breath
of Fire members as well as other
actors volunteer their time to per-
form the pieces.

Writers and actors range in ex-
perience.

“One of my favorite things is
seeing people who don’t consider
themselves writers or who don’t
consider themselves actors really
stepping up and doing this.
They’re finding a new love for
this,” Burbano said.

Although the project is volun-
teer-based much like the com-
pany itself, donations from view-
ers benefit Doctors Without Bor-
ders.

Burbano and Guerrero are also
working with local institutions to

continue sharing the monologues
and offering advice on how to set
up similar projects.

“We’re still in the middle of [the
pandemic],” Burbano said. “It’s a
little hard to think forward when
you’re literally still in the middle
of the trauma. But that’s what art-
ists are for. We gather these stories
and we help the public process. I

think that’s our responsibility.”
Breath of Fire is participating in

a Boca de Oro event 2 p.m. on
March 7. Five monologues will be
highlighted, followed by a discus-
sion with the five writers led by
Burbano.

Living Altars: ‘The COVID
Monologues’ pays tribute to
casualties of the coronavirus

Courtesy of Breath of Fire

A COLLAGE of some of “The COVID Monologues” performers. The
project is presented by Breath of Fire Latina Theater Ensemble.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd
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 CHICAGO BULLS:
A DECADE|BY|DECADE HISTORY

If you want a map of
Santa Ana’s artistic scene,
the event agenda for this
year’s Boca de Oro Festival
of Literary Arts & Culture is
where it’s at.

The free festival returns
for the fifth time on
March 5 to 7. It will be held
online with about 156 pre-
senters and 109 sessions
ranging from readings,
workshops, panels, poetry,
visual art, theatrical per-
formances and more.

Local and national fig-
ures will speak at the events
including former White
House photographer Pete
Souza and poet Marc Ba-
muthi Joseph. Many of the
events are youth-oriented
like Santa Ana Unified’s Lit-
Con, a literary arts compe-
tition and the “Creative
Shorts” session in which
fourth-graders present their
films.

New programming tar-
geting early-education stu-
dents is also on the lineup.
In the “Puppet Theater”
session, the Orange County
Puppet Guild will walk
viewers through puppet-
making and games.

Other events include a
round table of Santa Ana
Unified staff who are also
authors, a panel about how
to find your writing com-
munity and a lecture on
how to maintain a weekly
web series.

Another new aspect of
the festival comes in the
form of a free lending li-
brary campaign. High
school stage managers have
built 64 mini-lending li-
braries, brandished with
the Boca de Oro logo and
stationed throughout 64
Santa Ana neighborhoods.

The festival’s ongoing
theme has been a nod to
Greek traditions and my-
thology.

Co-organizer Madeleine
Spencer said the three-day
Festival of Dionysus was
held in ancient Athens dur-
ing spring. Everyone was
mandated to attend and
see two tragedies and a

comedy. It was designed as
a cathartic moment to re-
flect on the past and pre-
sent. Then attendees would
go back home rejuvenated
to take on the new year.

“The first responders are
the ones that help save
lives,” Spencer said. “The
second responders are the
ones that help to heal and
those are the artists. That’s
why we need arts right now
more than ever.”

This year Boca de Oro’s
theme is Mnemosyne, the
mother of all muses and the
goddess of memory. Her
name comes from the river
of remembering.

Spencer explained in the
mythology those who drank
from the river of remem-
bering are the poets, artists
and muses who carry on
the culture from ancient
times while others within
the community have for-
gotten.

Some event sessions are
centered on remembering
Santa Ana’s history like
Manny Escamilla’s guide on
public art or Kevin Ca-
brera’s lecture on Santa
Ana’s “Little Texas.”

Boca de Oro Festival returns to
showcase artistic, literary talent
BY VERA CASTANEDA

Photo and poster courtesy of Boca de Oro

FORMERWHITE HOUSE photographer Pete Souza will deliver a keynote address,
and poet Marc Bamuthi Joseph will deliver a closing address at the festival.

LOCAL ARTIST Jouvon Michael Kingsby created the Boca
de Oro Festival’s poster design.See Festival, page R5

Cal State Fullerton’s Be-
govich Gallery’s visual arts
lecture series for spring
2021 kicked off on Friday
afternoon with visual artist
Mark Steven Greenfield.

The series, open to the
public, is meant to intro-
duce students and the
community to a range of
artists, educators and film-
makers. The gallery organ-
ized the lectures in part-
nership with faculty mem-
bers in the visual arts de-
partment.

Jennifer Frias, director
and curator of the Be-
govich Gallery, stated via
email, “We wanted to in-
vite a range of creative in-
terdisciplinary practitio-
ners whose work fosters
greater understanding of
contemporary art touch-
ing on topics from studio
process ... to practices that
respond to current social
issues.”

Greenfield’s work, for
example, is concerned
with the African American
experience and often cri-
tiques an American cul-
ture that he said is still
grappling with the conse-
quences of slavery and
racial injustice.

His work relating to the
history of blackface and
minstrelsy was presented
in a 2014 retrospective at

the California African
American Museum. His
most recent work, shown
at the William Turner
Gallery in Santa Monica in
2020, focused on depic-
tions of the Black
Madonna, the Virgin Mary
icon with dark skin that
began appearing in the
13th and 14th centuries
throughout Europe.

“I was taking those clas-
sical paintings by Bellini
and Raphael and Da Vinci,
and I was Black-ifying
them,” said the artist last
year to the Los Angeles
Times. “When I was taking
art history as an under-
grad, we used to have to
dissect these works, but
this was liberating because
I could just play with it.”

The next lecture on
March 15 features Leonard
Suryajaya, a CSU Fullerton
alumnus. Suryajaya was
one of the artists in the ex-
clusively online 2020 ex-
hibition “Within Global
Isolation: Asian Artists in
America.” The show re-
sponded to the uptick in
racially motivated inci-
dents toward people of
Asian descent reportedly
brought on by the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

In “Candyman,” Surya-
jaya takes a photo of a
family in a single room

Courtesy of CSUF

“CANDYMAN,” 2016, by Leonard Suryajaya, part of a
lecture series presented by Cal State Fullerton.

CSUF’s Begovich
Gallery hosts visual
arts lectures in 2021
BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Begovich, page R5
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Stanford and served in the
U.S. Navy Reserve for 11
years, Rappaport has spent
more than three decades
helping public companies
with risk analysis, financial
reporting, contract negotia-
tions and planning.

Also interviewed Feb. 19,
Rappaport said she believes
county residents need su-
pervisors who will be trans-
parent about their spend-
ing and focused on coordi-
nating funding and assist-
ance across the county’s 34
cities, something the cur-
rent board has failed to do

ness to exercise the discern-
ment they would lend to
the role. Still others have
peppered into their cam-
paign biographies aspects
of both.

And while the seat is
nonpartisan, a battle has
been brewing between con-
servative candidates —
whose election would
maintain the Republican
4-1 majority held before
Michelle Steel left her 2nd
District post for the U.S.
House of Representatives —
and Democrats gaining a
foothold as Orange County
politics shift from red to
purple.

Whoever is elected has
only until the term expires
in 2022 to demonstrate his
or her acumen. But the
enormous responsibility of
balancing a $7.5-billion
budget and overseeing an
8,000-employee workforce
comes with added pressure
as supervisors oversee the
county’s COVID-19 re-
sponse and vaccine distri-
bution.

Voters in the special elec-
tion will be asked to select
from among five candi-
dates.

Moorlach, who served as
a District 2 supervisor from
2006 to 2015, is backed by
the Republican Party of Or-
ange County and running
alongside conservative
challengers Newport Beach
Mayor Pro Tem Kevin Mul-
doon and Fountain Valley
Mayor Michael Vo.

Janet Rappaport, a Co-
rona del Mar international
tax attorney running a non-
partisan campaign, has
thrown her hat into the ring
with Costa Mesa Mayor
Katrina Foley, who’s earned
the endorsement of the
Democratic Party of Orange
County.

Though their back-
grounds and affiliations
vary, candidates inter-
viewed by the Daily Pilot
roundly agreed steering the
county through the co-
ronavirus pandemic and
ensuring schools and busi-
nesses reopen safely would
be a top priority.

Foley, whose campaign
has so far raised $392,000,
said she would support
staffing COVID-19 vaccina-
tion centers around the
clock so residents could re-
ceive doses as quickly as
possible.

She’d also explore the
possibility of offering rent
relief for businesses forced
to close during the pan-

demic and expanding small
business grant opportuni-
ties.

“I will be working directly
with mayors and city repre-
sentatives to support the
needs of our cities,” she
said in an interview Feb. 18.
“That’s what the county
government is supposed to
do.”

Foley has been an ardent
supporter of mask wearing
and following state guide-
lines during the pandemic,
helping institute a citywide
mask mandate in Costa
Mesa, and said she’d bring
the same focus on following
protocols to the board-
room.

She remains a vocal critic
of the current Board of Su-
pervisors, whom she said
set county residents back in
the early days of the pan-
demic by questioning the
seriousness of the co-
ronavirus and failing to
plan and prepare for a pub-
lic health crisis.

Muldoon, a former Or-
ange County deputy district
attorney who worked under
President George W. Bush
in the Office of Strategic Ini-
tiatives, shared his cam-
paign priorities in a Jan. 29
interview with the Daily Pi-
lot, saying he would work to
reopen the economy in a
safe manner and with
guidelines in place, and as-
sist healthcare profession-
als however possible.

“I’m very much dedi-
cated to the wellness of this
community for the long
term,” said Muldoon,
whose served on the New-
port Beach City Council for
six years.

He also highlighted his
strong support for law en-
forcement and working
with county and local lead-
ers to address issues related
to homelessness.

Like Foley, Muldoon pre-
viously planned to run for
the Board of Supervisors in
2022, when Steel’s term was
to expire, and so has been
fundraising since 2019.
Searchable financial disclo-
sure records maintained by
the Orange County Regis-
trar of Voters show he’s so
far raised more than
$288,000 in monetary and
nonmonetary donations.

A financial planner who
reported raising some
$100,000, Vo emphasized
the importance of making
sure all Orange County resi-
dents, including veterans,
the elderly and disabled
and those who may not
speak English, have equal
access to the resources and
assistance available.

Vo said when he heard

from a constituent who
lacked the technology to
register for a vaccination
through the county’s
Othena.com app and had
no transportation, he
worked with city officials to
create a walk-in assistance
program at Fountain Val-
ley’s senior center that of-
fers cab rides to vaccine ap-
pointments.

A former refugee who
fled communist-held Viet-
nam as a teenager in 1980,
Vo said he worked with
county officials to see that
information about
COVID-19 recommenda-
tions was available in Viet-
namese and Spanish and
believes in following guide-
lines issued by the Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention.

“There are many schools
of thought, but I will follow
the CDC’s position with re-
spect to COVID-19 or any-
thing else that might come
to us,” he said during an in-
terview Feb 19..

Some candidates leaned
on their backgrounds in fi-
nance and law as evidence
they would be able to man-
age the county’s disburse-
ment of funds and federal
CARES act money.

Moorlach, who beat Fo-
ley in a March 2020 primary
race for reelection to his
seat in California’s 37th
Senate District but lost in
November to challenger
Dave Min, recalled success-
fully steering the county
through Chapter 9 bank-
ruptcy in 1994 after being
tapped as treasurer.

He said in an interview
Feb. 19 while he supports
coronavirus protocols and
would likely wear a mask at
board meetings, he believes
the state went too far man-
dating closures that im-
pacted Orange County resi-
dents.

“There was an incredible
overreaction — why is
someone 431 miles away
dictating what is done
here?” he said of Gov. Gavin
Newsom. “A lot of us re-
belled when he closed the
beaches.”

A fiscal conservative,
Moorlach balks at candi-
dates who try to spend their
way out of a crisis and said
he believes county officials
have done as good a job as
possible, given unprece-
dented circumstances.

Moorlach’s campaign
representatives report the
candidate has so far raised
$320,000 with pledges for
an additional $15,000 to
$20,000 due in.

A Corona del Mar tax at-
torney who graduated from

so far in its distribution of
$544 million in CARES Act
funds.

“If the board were run-
ning appropriately, those
funds would be posted
weekly, as soon as they
went out the door,” she
said, referring to the board’s
refusal to disclose line-item
spending. “A lot of people
are frustrated with the
Board of Supervisors, the
whole rollout of the vaccine
and the misuse of taxpayer
dollars.”

Acknowledging her status
as a political newcomer,

Rappaport has raised about
$25,000 since declaring her
candidacy Jan. 25 and is
working with a handful of
volunteers to make her
views known and stand out
as a candidate.

With less than three
weeks to go until the special
election, Rappaport and the
other four candidates are
working furiously to get out
their messages and encour-
age turnout before the final
ballot is cast on March 9.

Continued from page R1
SUPERVISOR

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

fle and arranged to trade
five pounds of marijuana
and a handgun for oxyco-
done, according to an affi-
davit filed in U.S. District
Court.

Investigators say he had a
loaded 9 mm Glock pistol,
and they found a semiauto-
matic handgun in his car.
Reyes met the informant
through “an unknown indi-
vidual in Mexico who law
enforcement suspects is
part of a drug trafficking or-
ganization,” the affidavit
said.

Reyes has previous felony
convictions for drug pos-
session and unlawful reen-
try into the United States,
which means he’s not legally
allowed to possess firearms.
A federal grand jury indicted
him on gun, marijuana and
illegal immigration charges
in December 2019.

Appearing before Carney
in person on Tuesday, Reyes
thanked the judge “for hav-
ing mercy for my rights.”

He’s the second inmate in
the last five weeks to have
his charges dropped after
Carney decided holding
them any longer without al-
lowing trials would be il-
legal.

Ronald Bernard Ware, a
felon accused of gun pos-
session, was released in Jan-
uary, about the same time
Carney dismissed other
criminal cases against bank
robbery suspect Justin Hen-
ning and gun suspect
Steven Nicholson, who were
out of jail on bond.

However, as an immi-
grant accused of living in
the country illegally, Reyes
likely will remain in jail
under orders from U.S. Im-
migration and Customs En-
forcement, though federal
authorities couldn’t im-
mediately confirm that
Wednesday.

Carney’s first dismissal
occurred in October in a 35-
count drug case against
Newport Beach physician
Jeffrey Olsen, who also was
out of jail. Prosecutors are

scheduled to argue their ap-
peal of the dismissal to the
9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals on March 18.

On Tuesday, Fillmore
asked Carney to stay his dis-
missal of Reyes’ charges un-
til after appellate justice de-
cides whether to reverse his
dismissal of Olsen’s case, but
Carney declined. He asked if
her office believes Orange
County Superior Court trials
currently being conducted
are safe, and Fillmore
replied she’s aware of news
articles questioning the
safety of superior court tri-
als and “whether there have
been residual safety con-
cerns or illnesses or even
deaths as a result of the pro-
ceedings taking place
there.”

Carney said she was refer-
ring to a TimesOC article in
which his colleague U.S.
District Judge Josephine Sta-
ton said “grandmothers
could have died as a result”
of the trials.

“Just so it’s clear, to my
knowledge, no one in Or-
ange County Superior Court
has — no juror has — con-
tracted the virus from being
in court,” Carney said.

He said the single juror
infection referenced by Sta-
ton involved a juror who
“got the virus at home” and
was ordered to leave the
courthouse when he
showed up for service and
said he’d been infected. The
other jurors all said they’d
worn masks and main-
tained at least 6 feet of dis-
tance, and the trial resumed
with no further issues, Car-
ney said.

The judge asked if emer-
gency first responders “in-
terview and follow up with
everybody who’s been at the
scene to see whether they
have the virus or not.”

“With all due respect, I
think she misunderstands
the purpose and practicabil-
ity of contact tracing,” Car-
ney said, calling the criti-
cism “quite frankly, unfair.”

He said Staton’s question
about a grandmother dying
may have been rhetorical,
“but it’s a serious point,
someone dying and then

holding the Orange County
Superior Court responsible
for someone dying.”

“What grandma are we
talking about?” Carney said.
“I don’t think it’s appropriate
to use that type of rhetoric
when you’re talking about
the constitutional rights of
people.”

While she criticized the
court’s “contact tracing and
notification,” Staton’s main
point was that Orange
County Superior Court can’t
definitively say jurors
haven’t been infected in
court because of the incu-
bation period of the co-
ronavirus, its asymptotic
spread and the court’s lack
of follow up with jurors after
they’ve served to see if
they’ve been infected.

Superior Court spokes-
man Kostas Kalaitzidis con-
firmed in a Feb. 2 email to
TimesOC that the court
traces the contacts of in-
fected jurors only when
there’s evidence of too-close
contact between them and
other jurors.

The superior court has
conducted 162 trials since
June, Carney said Tuesday,
and the Central District re-
cently resumed grand jury
operations in the Santa Ana
federal courthouse where
his chambers are located.
Other federal court districts
have resumed trials too, in-
cluding the Southern Dis-
trict of California in San Di-
ego, though in-person pro-
ceedings were again post-
poned on Feb. 2, until
March 8.

Reyes’s lawyer, deputy
federal public defender El-
ena Sadowsky, called it “very
troubling” that the Central
District won’t attempt trials.

“They’re just saying ‘pan-
demic’ and that’s the end of
the discussion,” Sadowsky
said during Tuesday’s hear-
ing. “I understand the gov-
ernment’s concern, but I
think we can put protocols
in place to mitigate those
concerns as the Orange
County Superior Court has
done.”

Continued from page R1
JUDGE

MEGHANN M. CUNIFF is a
contributor to Times OC.

When event founders
Spencer and Robyn Mac-
Nair first met five years
ago, they both had Santa
Ana’s youth in mind. Mac-
Nair was hired onto Santa
Ana Unified staff after the
state decided to give
school districts control
over their own funds. Part
of MacNair’s job was to ask
community members
what they wanted in
schools.

The city wanted arts ed-
ucation. She devised a
strategic arts plan, which
included a festival.

Spencer, who owns a
consulting firm Diamond
Heart Enterprises, worked
closely with Santa Ana
businesses and organiza-
tions. Many of the small
business owners in down-
town Santa Ana expressed
a desire to have a connec-
tion to the children in the
city.

“Santa Ana is 80% Lat-
ino. In towns of Mexico,

they have a municipal
band,” Spencer said. “One
of the things [business
owners] asked is whether
they can have students
marching down the streets
in bands so they get to
know them.”

What they thought
would be five venues
ended up being 15 venues
with 2,500 students per-
forming in the first itera-
tion of the festival.

Since then, their focus
in organizing the festival
has continued to be repre-
sentative of Santa Ana’s
demographics, placing an
emphasis on local talent
and catering to students.

MacNair said data show
that kids from other states
are accessing jobs in Cali-
fornia that local kids aren’t
prepared for. Part of the
strategic planning for the
festival goes by the motto,
“seeing is believing.”

“We’re trying to open as
many doors as we possibly
can for our students and
to bring that economy
here to Santa Ana,” Mac-
Nair said.

Spencer uses the ana-
logy of stone soup — a folk
story where hungry
strangers convince people
of a town to share ingredi-
ents in order to make a
whole meal that everyone
can enjoy.

The local community,
businesses and organiza-
tions in Santa Ana and Or-
ange County have had a
hand in growing the festi-
val throughout the years.

“I think we’re making
some pretty good soup,”
Spencer said

“Pretty tasty,” MacNair
added.

Continued from page R4
FESTIVAL

IF YOU WATCH
What: Boco de Oro
Festival of Literary Arts &
Culture
Where: Online
When: March 5 through 7
Cost: Free
Info: bocadeoro.org

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd

wearing face masks. The photo was taken
in 2016 during Zika virus outbreaks.

“At the time when I made the photo-
graph, the face masks didn’t do anything
to protect you against the mosquitoes that
carry the Zika virus,” Suryajaya said in the
interview accompanying the exhibit.
“However, it visually represents a height-
ened and alarmed state. It also represents
the commonness amongst my Asian fam-
ily in wearing masks. It is a device of safety
and comfort when they go out or when
they choose to. You can call it a fashion
statement.”

Artists Angela Washko, Miwa Matreyek,
Pascual Sisto, Valerie Green and Sandy
Rodriguez are scheduled as guest speakers
throughout March and April. The 2021
schedule and Zoom links are available on-
line with no registration required.

Last year’s lectures, which were also held
online, featured William Carmago and
Paul Mpagi Sepuya with about 160 attend-
ees.

Continued from page R4
BEGOVICH

Courtesy of CSUF

“DISTRESS,” 2019, by Mark Steven
Greenfield, one of the pieces considered
in Cal State Fullerton’s Begovich Gallery’s
visual arts lecture series.

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera_fyd
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ToOur
Healthcare
Heroes
A Heartfelt Thank You from All of Us
We’ve witnessed your courage. We’ve witnessed your

unwavering strength. For nearly a year, you have put the needs

of the community above your own. Thank you for showing up

day in and day out to make a difference in the lives of others

that need you now more than ever. Thanks to you and your

families for your bravery and your sacrifice. Thank you for

choosing to be our heroes.

We encourage the community to continue doing your part by

practicing physical distancing, wearing a mask, washing your

hands frequently and getting vaccinated once the vaccine

becomes available to you .

*Independent organization focused on healthcare safety and quality.

memorialcare.org

As our frontline staff

has worked tirelessly to

battle this disease, they

have been awarded with

Special Recognition

for Heroism for their

continued commitment

to patient safety during

the COVID-19 pandemic

by the Leapfrog Group*.


