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Film fetes success of twin sports

Industry insiders gather for a
premier of a documentary on
Orange County’s part in the
billion-dollar surf-skate culture.

BY MATT SZABO

Corwin about 18 months to make their
new documentary “The Surf-Skate
Business Evolution: The OC Effect.”
The Laguna Beach residents ended up
reaching a conclusion in considerably less
time — namely, that Orange County is the

I t took producers Scott Hays and Terry

epicenter of the surf-skate culture world-

wide.

Many of the industry’s bright minds
showed up as the documentary held a
private premiere Thursday night at the

Lido Theater in Newport Beach.

“The people in this room tonight
launched an industry that currently is
worth $13 billion,” said Hays, the founder
of nonprofit multimedia company OC

World. “That’s billion, with a ‘B.””

Steve Van Doren, the son of late Vans
co-founder Paul Van Doren, continues to
play a key role in the family company,
which is celebrating its 60th anniversary
next year. He flashed a “shaka” hand sign
associated with the surf culture as he

entered the theater.

Bob McKnight, co-founder and former
chief executive of Quiksilver, entertained
the guests during a post-documentary

question-and-answer session moderated
by Hayes. He described how Danny Kwock

See Sports, page A7
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VANS UNOFFICIAL brand ambassador Steve Van Doren arrives to the premiere of the documentary "The Surf-Skate Business Evolution:

The OC Effect,” at the Lido Theater in Newport Beach on Thursday.
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Parents, teachers

rally behind OCC
Children’'s Center

Institution has become
site of a battle between
officials proposing to cut

programs, staffing and
those trying to save it.

BY SARA CARDINE

A beloved Orange Coast Col-
lege children’s center — where
the care and instruction of in-
fants, toddlers and preschoolers
is rooted in play and tykes can
tend to a garden or pet live ani-
mals — has recently become the
scene of a battleground.

That's where parents and
teachers are squaring off against
proposed program cuts that
would eliminate more than half
of the Costa Mesa center’s offer-
ings and force the relocation or

layoff of staff members, many
who've worked there for decades.
Officials who oversee the Harry
and Grace Steele Children’s Cen-
ter announced the impending re-
ductions, tentatively slated to
take effect on July 1, in a Feb. 21
email to staff. They maintain
years of budgetary shortfalls re-
quiring the annual outlay of more
than $500,000 to the program led
to need for the reorganization.
Madjid Nourimand, OCC'’s vice
president of student services, said
the center was initially created as
a childcare option for community
college students with small chil-
dren. But as trends changed and
the number of student-parents
dwindled, enrollment widened to
include children of faculty mem-

See Center, page A2
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NEWPORT HARBOR students put their culinary skills to the test at ProStart Cup 2025.

O.C. culinary students heat up the
competition at ProStart Cup 2025

BY SARAH MOSQUEDA

A Newport Harbor culinary
student watched a pan of scal-
lops intently as the seafood siz-
zled over the heat of a butane
burner. Nearby, other students
from the high school whisked
saffron cream sauce and meticu-
lously plated dollops of golden
potato parsnip puree. Chef
judges with white toques
perched on their heads walked
around the table of tense stu-
dents as they cooked.

“Last five minutes!” shouted
one judge.

“Heard!” the students barked
back in unison.

Newport Harbor was one of
four Orange County high schools
to participate in the 2025
ProStart Cup, a two-day entre-
preneurship competition put on

by the California Restaurant
Foundation. The competition is
just one facet of CRF’s ProStart
program, a two-year industry-
backed culinary arts and restau-
rant management program for
high school students that is de-
signed to prepare the industry

: l STUDENTS
N FROM

t Marina High
School
compete at
the California
Restaurant
Foundation's
ProStart Cup.

leaders of the future.

Held this year at the Proud
Bird Food Bazaar and Events
Center in Los Angeles on Feb. 24
and 25, students competed for
scholarships and the chance to

See Students, page A8
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Buena Park opens doors
to taekwondo company

BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

Kukkiwon, a South Kore-
an taekwondo company, is
partnering with Buena Park
for future events and econ-
omic growth as it expands
its reach into the United
States.

Branch leaders in seven
U.S. states, including Cali-
fornia, have recently been
appointed by the company.

Jinseob Kim, secretary
general of the Kukkiwon
California branch, attended
the Buena Park City Coun-
cil meeting on Feb. 25 as
council members consid-
ered a two-year agreement
allowing the company to
use its public facilities for
five days at no cost.

“I hope that the city of
Buena Park and Kukkiwon
will grow together,” Kim
told council members on
Tuesday.

Buena Park is home to a
sizable Asian American
population, Orange Coun-
ty’s second Koreatown and
an outdoor mall that serves
as a hub for local Korean
Americans.

By establishing a pres-
ence in Buena Park, Kukki-
won pledged to promote
and recommend the city’s
hotels for international and
out-of-town guests at its
events. City officials hoped
that a boost in tourism
would also help surround-
ing retail and restaurants.

But not all were pleased
by the proposed partner-
ship.

Yong Choi, a former
Buena Park planning com-
missioner, warned of a tae-
kwondo takeover by Kukki-
won while raising ques-

Andrew Medichini | Associated Press

OLYMPIC ATHLETES compete in a taekwondo
quarterfinal match during the 2024 Summer Olympics.

tions of fairness regarding
the facilities agreement.

Choi, who teaches tae-
kwondo and owns a martial
arts business  himself,
claimed that Kukkiwon
earns profits from issuing
Dan certificates recogniz-
ing a person’s rank in the
martial art.

Kukkiwon does have an
interest in expanding its
Dan certification reach.

According to statements
made by the organization
in the press, only a quarter
of California’s 1,400 tae-
kwondo schools issue Dan
certificates.

Choi feared that the
company’s growing pres-
ence in Buena Park would
force other local taekwon-
do small businesses to
close.

“They have [the] power
to control,” he said. “I don't
think that’s right or an
equal opportunity for the
local business people.”

Choi stated that if there’s
a facilities-use agreement

between the Buena Park
and Kukkiwon, the same
terms should be extended
to other smaller businesses.

After an initial discussion
at the Jan. 28 council meet-
ing, Kukkiwon sought all-
day use of the city’s Com-
munity Center Ballroom for
an inaugural event as well
as a four-day use of its Vet-
erans Hall for a weekend
event starting in late May.

Any other events at city
facilities would be at the
usual rental rate.

Councilman Carlos
Franco briefly raised the is-
sue of granting a “poten-
tially unfair advantage” to a
private company. He asked
what the rental rates were
for the city’s Veterans Hall
and Community Center
Ballroom.

According to city docu-
ments, the Veterans Hall
rents for $89 an hour, in-
cluding staff. The Commu-
nity Center Ballroom rents

See Company, page A4
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STUDENTS WRAPPED caution tape and chains around a Little Free Library in Corona
del Mar in order to bring awareness to budget cuts and proposed book bans affecting
libraries in Orange County and across the country.

Chapman students lock up
Little Free Libraries to tell
story of cuts, censorship

BY ERIC LICAS

A couple walking their
dog in a tranquil Corona
del Mar neighborhood did
a double take as they
passed by a group of four
Chapman University stu-
dents wrapping neon cau-
tion tape around a wooden
box stuffed with books on
Orchid Street. More heads
turned as they bound the
Little Free Library with
chains and then secured it
with a padlock.

“There was a man driv-
ing a truck and kind of

stuck his head out, and he
took pictures of us, we
think,” student Kestyn
Hudson said. “We don't
know for sure, but we think
he took pictures of us,
maybe to submit us to one
of the neighborhood watch
websites. Because ‘What
are these kids doing with
caution tape?”

The display was tempo-
rary and similar to others
the students created in Or-
ange and Laguna Beach.
It's one of several cam-
paigns developed for the
Public Relations Student

Society of America’s Bate-
man Case Study Competi-
tion.

This year, contestants
were tasked with promot-
ing EveryLibrary. The na-
tional organization advo-
cates in support of library
funding and opposes what
many progressive groups
describe as book bans.

The future of local li-
braries has been on the
minds of many students at
Chapman’s campus in Or-
ange due to recent events,

See Libraries, page A4

The Chao Digestive Health
Institute delivers advanced
care for the region.

ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI
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Continued from page Al

bers and the broader com-
munity.

But that model is no
longer working as expenses
outpace revenue,
Niroumand said in an in-
terview Thursday. While
the projected expenses for
the 2024-25 academic year
are forecast at nearly $2
million, officials anticipate
revenues of just $1.37 mil-
lion.

The proposal to segue
from five classes to just two
— eliminating the center’s
infant, toddler and young
preschool cohorts and leav-
ing just two preschool
classrooms for kids aged 3
to 5 — could possibly in-
volve layoffs within the 14-
member staff and force
community parents to find
other providers.

“The college has looked
at various sources to see
how we could continue the
program. But looking at our
financial structure overall,
we want to take it in the di-
rection that is true to our
mission of supporting stu-
dents,” Niroumand said
Thursday.

“Reducing some of these
services would get us to
that goal of being fiscally
responsible and to ensur-
ing our students can be
supported.”

But a contingent of par-
ents and teachers who've
been protesting the
changes take a different
view. Appearing at col-
legiate meetings and events
as part of a “Steele the
School Back” campaign,
they blame years of mis-
management  for  the
budgetary shortfall.

Newport Beach mom
Courtney Prouty, who au-
thored a change.org peti-
tion that had as of Friday
garnered 2,266 signatures,
has a 3-year-old son
enrolled at the children’s
center and graduated two
twins, now 6, from the pro-
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PARENTS INCLUDING Dave Bower, Katrina Rey and Megan Johnson-Richards, from right,
demonstrate against a decision to scale back programs at Orange Coast College’s Harry and
Grace Steele Children’s Center, during a state-of-district meeting at the Coast Community
College District center on Wednesday.

gram.

The school’s stellar repu-
tation as a place where
high-quality instructors
stay for 20 years or more in-
spired the Prouty family to
add the twins’ names to a
long waitlist when they
were just 4 months old. It
took two years to get to the
top.

“It's a really well-known
program. They've got tons
of outdoor space, and a lot
of their instruction takes
place outside,” she said
Thursday. “You walk into
the place and you're like, ‘I
want to be a kid here.”

Things were pretty much
humming along until par-
ents like Prouty got the Feb.
21 email describing the
cuts. They started talking
with teachers and digging
into a history of what they
describe as poor decisions
made by school officials,
including a former center
director who was placed on
administrative leave prior
to leaving OCC in August
2021.

Prouty

and others

learned the Harry and
Grace Steele Children’s
Center had for years kept
student-to-teacher  ratios
low enough to maintain Ti-
tle V grant funding, a pool
of federal money available
for maternal and child-re-
lated programs.

Under former director
Patricia Mendoza, the em-
ployee placed on leave, the
center relinquished that
federal designation, instead
remaining compliant with
California’s less strict Title
22. The move allowed for
more children per class-
room without the need for
more instructors but also
caused an annual loss of up
to $500,000 in Title V fund-
ing, according to Prouty.

“Through that transition
the ratio changed. By doing
this, [Mendoza] was offi-
cially taking away the funds
that had sustained the cen-
ter,” she said. “Nobody in
their right mind who runs a
child educational center
would have given away that
Title V status. This is how
we've gotten here.”

One children’s center in-
structor, who asked to be
identified only as “Susie”
out of fear of retaliation,
said while staff knew about
budgetary slump going
back to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, she was shocked by
last week’s announcement.

“We were blindsided,”
she said. “Are they trying to
get rid of us? Are they trying
to phase us out? Eight of us
are going to lose their posi-
tions with the possibility of
reassignment, but if there’s
no job they're a good fit for,
then at the end of June we'll
get a layoff notice.”

She and others speculate
whether officials are an-
gling to privatize the facil-
ity, a strategy undertaken at
OCC'’s Recycling Center and
campus bookstore. The lat-
ter, along with the 323-unit
campus housing complex
the Harbour, also run by a
private leasing company,
fall within Niroumand’s
purview.

Niroumand on Thursday
acknowledged the center’s
shift away from Title V to

A YOUNGSTER with his parents helps joins demonstrators.

Title 22 resulted in some
lost grant funding but al-
lowed for more flexibility
and fewer restrictions re-
garding student-teacher ra-
tios. He also recognized the
reduction could possibly
lead to layoffs but said hu-
man resources staff would
work to relocate excess em-
ployees to other positions
on campus.

Niroumand maintained
there was currently no ac-
tive plan to privatize the
center, simply a desire to
pare down its offerings to
its original intended recipi-
ents — students and facul-

“There are no plans at
this time. But in the future,
we may explore what'’s pos-
sible, what’s viable,” he
said. “Again, the primary
focus will be how any plans
in the future will best serve
the students.”

Costa Mesa mom Carly
Bower, who has two daugh-
ters enrolled at the center
and a 1-year-old son on the
waitlist, said Wednesday
parents are mobilizing to
come up with ways they
might help keep the site
and its offerings intact,
through fundraisers, spe-
cial events and classes.

“To be honest, wed be
willing to pay more,” she
said. “If the facility is at a
deficit, I think most parents
would agree to up the tu-
ition. All the teachers there

treat the children like their
own family. You look for-
ward to taking your chil-
dren there.”

Parents and teachers at-
tended a State of the Dis-
trict event Thursday hosted
by Coast Community Col-
lege District, the governing
body that oversees Orange
Coast College, to grow sup-
port for their campaign.

They will turn out for a
CCCD Board meeting next
Wednesday, although the
matter is not officially on
the agenda, and a March 10
special meeting announced
Thursday, where the center
and its future will be up for
discussion.

“Susie” is
one higher

hopeful some-
up will hear
their pleas and consider
their ideas for how the
Harry and Grace Steele
Children’s Center, a treas-
ured resource, may yet be
saved.

“Were not just baby-
sitters,” she said. “We are
potty training and teaching
them to read and write.
We're teaching them self-
held skills and how to take
care of their belongings
and to talk to one another
and to listen. We're growing
humans here, good hu-
mans, and we are really
feeling that we are not val-
ued at all.”

saracardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Colorectal surgeon Dr. Skandan Shanmugan and gastroenterologist Dr. John G. Lee
lead the UCI Health Chao Digestive Health Institute.

At the forefront of
digestive health

The Chao Digestive Health Institute — the first of its kind in Orange County

to develop a fully integrated medical and surgical team — offers advanced
techniques delivered by nationally recognized, board-certified physicians who,
for decades, have propelled digestive health to new heights of innovation.

As part of one of the largest academic health systems in California, and the
only one in Orange County, we bring a multispecialty, comprehensive and
patient-focused approach to prevent, diagnose and treat the most complex
digestive disorders and cancers.

No other health system in the region combines scientific discovery and
clinical research to improve the lives of people living with digestive diseases.

To learn more, visit ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI

UCI Health

Chao Digestive Health Institute
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Progressives bid for 68th Assembly District

BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

With the 68th Assembly
district at the center of Lat-
ino politics in Orange
County, the 2026 election is
poised to be a referendum
on its fate.

The district — which is
71% Latino and where 50%
of registered voters are
Democrats — encompasses
Anaheim, Santa Ana and
Orange.

It has already fielded
three Democrat candidates
— all under 40 — since in-
cumbent  Assemblyman
Avelino  Valencia  an-
nounced a bid for 34th state
Senate district in Decem-
ber.

The candidates vying for
his open seat hail from
Santa Ana City Council, a
dais marked by policy bat-
tles between progressive
and moderate Democrats.

Santa Ana City Council-
man David Penaloza’s can-
didacy aligns more with Va-
lencia, who has endorsed
him alongside Assembly
Speaker Robert Rivas and
Santa Ana Mayor Valerie
Amezcua.

Two new progressive
challengers are both look-
ing to push the district’s

representation in Sacra-
mento to the left.
“This has historically

been a moderate district,
even when it has Latino
representation,” said Mike
Madrid, author of “The Lat-
ino Century: How America’s

Largest Minority is Trans-
forming Democracy” and a
senior fellow at UC Irvine’s
School of Social Ecology.
“This is a family-centered
working class district with
working class concerns as a
priority.”

Santa Ana Councilman
Johnathan Ryan Hernandez
surprised  political ob-
servers with his assembly
campaign launch in Janu-
ary. He hopes that the dis-
trict's working class con-
cerns pivot towards prog-
ressive policies.

“We don't have a repre-
sentative who is protecting
us when it comes to the
cost of living,” he said. “We
need to take on universal
healthcare. Rent control is a
start, but increasing the
minimum wage is how we
start really addressing the
root causes of inequality.”

On Feb. 19, Santa Ana
Councilwoman Jessie
Lopez entered the race and
pledged to lower housing
and utility costs while ad-
dressing corporate price
gouging.

“I've lived the struggles
that many in our communi-
ty face, from working multi-
ple jobs at a young age, to
still working two jobs now
as a sitting councilwoman,
to worrying if I will ever be
able to buy a home,” she
said. “I've seen how bad
policy can hurt people. I
also know how good policy
can change the lives of
community members.

That's what motivates me.”

On council, Lopez and
Hernandez agree more
often than not on key prog-
ressive policies like rent
control and police over-
sight. As young politicians,
they both tout working
class backgrounds as prod-
ucts of Santa Ana public
schools.

Lopez, a Salvadoran
American, grew up in Santa
Ana’s Willard neighborhood
with a single mother who
worked multiple jobs to
provide for her -children.
She attended Santa Ana
public schools and credited
after-school programs like
the Boys & Gitls Club for in-
stilling values of giving back
to the community.

Her campaign is focused
on the cost of living, hous-
ing and expanding econo-
mic opportunities.

“These are the issues that
impact everyday people in
our community, whether
you're a parent trying to en-
sure that your child gets a
quality education, or some-
one working two to three
jobs to keep a roof over
your head,” she said.

Hernandez, a Chicano,
grew up in Santa Ana’s Ar-
tesia-Pilar neighborhood,
which he now represents as
a councilman.

Since first winning elec-
tion in 2020, he has called
himself the “progressive
leader” of the council on is-
sues like legalizing street
cruising, declaring August

Lopez by Dania Maxwell / Los Angeles Times; Hernandez
courtesy of Jobnathan Ryan Hernandez

PROGRESSIVES Jessie Lopez and Johnathan Ryan Hernan-
dez are competing in the 68th Assembly district race.

as Chicano Heritage Month
and police oversight.

The issue of police vi-
olence hit close to home
less than a year into Her-
nandez’s first term when
Anaheim SWAT officers
shot and killed Brandon
Lopez, his cousin, during a
standoff in Santa Ana.

As the result of Assembly
Bill 1506, the state Depart-
ment of Justice investigated
the fatal shooting, instead
of the Orange County dis-
trict attorney’s office, since
his cousin was unarmed.

The agency cleared the
officers in a 2023 report.
Grieving families have ex-
pressed frustration with
how long investigations
have taken, as well as deci-
sions not to prosecute po-
lice. If elected, Hernandez

pledged to be a critical
voice for police account-
ability, including on issues
like qualified immunity for
officers.

On economic issues, he
wants to see the state’s min-
imum wage rise from
$16.50 an hour to $25 an
hour. Using Santa Ana’s lo-
cal law as a model, Hernan-
dez also favors lowering the
rent cap statewide from 5%
to 3%.

“My career has been a re-
flection of my community,”
he said. “My community
has been rent burdened.”

In addressing the hous-
ing crisis, Lopez backs As-
semblyman Alex Lee’s pub-
lic housing initiative, which
seeks to create a taxpayer-
funded agency to build
more mixed-income units.

Rent collected would fund
more projects.

“I support the revolving
door of dollars being man-
aged by the government
not only to operate these
complexes, these housing
units, but to invest further
in creating more housing
opportunities,” she said.
“Our families are now com-
peting with hedge funds
coming into our local mar-
ket and taking that oppor-
tunity away from them.
Working people will never
be able to outbid a hedge
fund. That'’s just reality.”

Turning the district Lat-
ino and progressive hasn't
yet become political reality.

In 2022, Valencia won
election decisively as Bul-
maro Vicente, the sole
progressive challenger from
Santa Ana, did not advance
past the primary.

Madrid sees a challenge
ahead with two progres-
sives in the race, especially
given the shift in Latino
politics towards the right, in
general, during the past two
election cycles.

“A lot of it is going to
come down to personality,”
Madrid said. “Who works
harder? Who knocks on
more doors? Who raises the
money? Who's getting sup-
port from Sacramento. All
of those things matter in
electing a representative.”

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman?2
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BY GABRIEL SAN ROMAN

Muslim students at the Garden
Grove Unified School District will
be able to take meal kits home
during the holy month of
Ramadan when they are other-
wise fasting in observance dur-
ing the school day.

Bento boxes with a meal,
fruits, vegetables and a drink are
set to be distributed for free to
students who attend school and
request them as a religious ac-
commodation during the Islamic
holy month, which begins on
Friday.

Observant Muslims abstain
from food and drink from dawn
until dusk during Ramadan until
breaking their fast with meal
called iftar.

Students can pick up the meal
kits starting on March 3 through
March 28.

The initiative came by way of
the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s approval of the California
Department of  Education’s
waiver request to allow local
school districts to distribute free
meals from the National School
Lunch and School Breakfast pro-
grams for Muslim students to
take home during Ramadan.

“We're always looking for op-
portunities to serve our stu-
dents,” said Agnes Lally, director
of food services at Garden Grove
Unified. “We have a very diverse
population here at the district.
When this waiver became avail-
able, we wanted to make sure
that we had this opportunity for
our fasting students.”

Garden Grove Unified com-
pleted and submitted an opt-in
survey towards that end.

Parents and students inter-
ested in the take-home meal kits
must complete an online form
and notify the district of how
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many days during the week they
will be requesting them.

“My staff will prepare the meal
kits every day,” Lally said. “We'll
put together a bento box for
breakfast and lunch with all the
proper components. Before our
staff goes home, they will deliver
the meal kits to the school of-
fice.”

The program has gained praise
from the greater Los Angeles area
office of the Council on Ameri-
can-Islamic Relations.

“This initiative exemplifies the
values of understanding and re-
spect that are crucial in educa-

preps meal kits for Ramadan

Courtesy of the Garden Grove Unified School District

FREE MEAL KITS for breakfast and lunch will be distributed to fasting Muslim students at Garden Grove
Unified School District during Ramadan in March.

tional settings, ensuring that all
students, regardless of their
background, feel supported,”
said Hussam Ayloush, CAIR-LAs
executive director. “We hope that
more school districts will take
similar steps to ensure Muslim
students feel seen and valued at
school, not only during
Ramadan but year-round.”

The meal kits see to it that ob-
serving Ramadan at the district
won't come at the expense of
breakfast and lunch that stu-
dents otherwise would have eat-
en during any other time of the
school year.

“In our district, 81% of our stu-
dents are socio-economically
disadvantaged,” said  Abby
Broyles, a district spokeswoman.
“Having free breakfast and lunch
available during Ramadan, it’s a
great service to ensure that those
families still have access to free,
nutritious meals.”

On Thursday, the Anaheim
Union High School District an-
nounced that it will also provide
take-home meal kits to Muslim
students during Ramadan.

for $167 an hour, with staffing in-
cluded.

“This is strictly a business
agreement in terms of bringing
more economic benefits to the
city by accommodating all the in-
ternational and possibly out-of-
town visitors,” said Mayor Joyce
Ahn, in support of the arrange-
ment with Kukkiwon.

Kukkiwon is expected to draw
up to 4,000 people to the area by
hosting the World Taekwondo
Hanmadang at the Anaheim Con-
vention Center in July.

Ahn commented that no small
business can match that.

Choi objected that Anaheim’s
resort hotels would be in a better
position to benefit.

Councilwoman Lamiya Hoque
recommended that there be a
one-year evaluation of the agree-
ment and its economic impact on
Buena Park with the second-year
of the contract being contingent
on demonstrated success.

“I think it would be for council’s
benefit to see what would come
from that within the year,” she
said.

The proposed amendment to
the agreement found favor with
the rest of the council, which
unanimously approved the part-
nership.

Ahn noted that Kukkiwon isn't a
nonprofit and that bigger interna-
tional events will be hosted out-
side of Buena Park.

“That said, the visitors will be
encouraged to use the hotels in
Buena Park,” she said. “We're not
expecting 3,000 or 4,000 hotel
stays.”

The agreement also calls on
Kukkiwon to strengthen collabo-
ration and outreach with local
taekwondo schools in the city.

gabriel.sanroman@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman?

gabrielsanroman@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman?
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project partners Hudson,
Michael Elkins, Brandon
Mahgerefteh and Isaac Per-
sky said. Officials in that
city reduced hours at three
of its libraries in January.
That move came after
budget cuts across every
department last summer
and the failure of a half-
cent sales tax increase pro-
posed on the November
ballot.

Elkins, Hudson,
Mahgerefteh and Persky
chose to focus on small
community libraries be-
cause those are a beloved
resource many people see
as they go about their busi-
ness in neighborhoods
across Southern California
and beyond. Seeing some-
thing that allowed people to
freely exchange stories and
ideas with their neighbors
was jarring to many who
engaged with their cam-
paign, and became invita-
tion to a broader conversa-
tion about access to litera-
ture, freedom of speech and

Eric Licas

CHAPMAN UNIVERSITY public relations students, from
left, Brandon Mahgerefteh, Michael Elkins, Isaac Persky and
Kestyn Hudson, inside Leatherby Libraries.

censorship.

Most of the reactions to
the students’ project have
been positive, they said. But
a vocal minority of people
with conservative-leaning
views regarding what type
of content children should
be allowed to consume
have also been a part of the
discussion, and there have
been “a lot of arguments in
our TikTok section,” Hud-
son said.

“We have had some reac-

tions of people who say ‘1
think maybe these books
should be banned,” or hav-
ing that side,” Elkins said.
“But I think getting those
people engaged to actually
see the other side and
understand what we're
fighting for, and what the
outcome could be if we
continue down the path of
defunding libraries and
banning books, I think that
was important and help-
ful”

Some of the most heated
debate on those topics have
come out of Huntington
Beach, which approved the
creation of a parent/guard-
ian children’s book review
board in April. Supporters
of that decision say it pro-
tects impressionable youth
from exposure to obscene
material and gives parents
more agency in raising their
kids.

They also note that
flagged material won't be
removed but instead relo-
cated from the children’s
section into an adult sec-
tion. Parents would still
have access to it.

Book bans in other cities
have often targeted titles
that make reference to
sexuality or LGBTQ+ iden-
tity. Examples of children’s
material that have been re-
stricted  elsewhere in
America  include Judy
Blume’s “Are you there God?
It's me Margaret” and Todd
Parr’s “The Family Book.”
The latter captured the ire
of conservatives for a pas-
sage that reads: “some fam-
ilies have two moms or two
dads.”

Critics say Huntington
Beach’s review board is an
exercise in censorship that
stifles diversity and toler-
ance of the LGBTQ+ com-
munity. On Wednesday li-
brarian Erin Spivey and two
local teens joined a coali-
tion of organizations led by
the ACLU Foundation of
Southern California in a
lawsuit challenging the
city’s book review board.

Huntington Beach City
Council also raised eye-
brows after approving the
installation of a plaque
commemorating the Cen-
tral Library’s 50th year of
service. It prominently lists
the words magical, alluring,
galvanizing and adventur-
ous, lined up so that their
first letters spell out the ab-
breviation MAGA, short-
hand for the phrase often
printed onto red baseball
caps and worn by support-
ers of President Trump.

Conservatives and pro-
gressives in the coastal Or-
ange County community
also clashed over a propos-
al to privatize the city’s li-
braries. That plan eventu-
ally fell through and

prompted its opponents to
circulate a petition asking
the Huntington Beach
council to ensure libraries
remain a publicly held re-
source that garnered thou-
sands of signatures. Howev-
er, members of the council
claimed many were ob-
tained under false preten-
ses, and they have issued a
survey asking those who
signed if they were given
false information or co-
erced.

Debates surrounding
public libraries in Orange
County and across the na-
tion may rage well into the
foreseeable future, well past
the end of the Bateman
competition on March 3.
For their part, the four con-
testants from Chapman
University realize the issue
isn't going to simply resolve
itself any time soon.

“We would love to go on
beyond this competition
because it’s such an impor-
tant thing,” Elkins said. “So
we absolutely want to con-
tinue to fight for this.”

ericlicas@latimescom
Twitter: @EricLicas
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THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

ACROSS

1 Legally sound
6 Former Mets
stadium

10 “Roughing it”
spot

14 Pleasant smell
15 Use the phone
16 Villainous

17 __ and bounds
18 Gives weapons
to

19 Gentlewoman
20 Cometoa
close

21 Good-looking
24 Tried a bite of
26 Long-eared
prey animal

30 __and ends
32 RS
information: 2
wds.

33 Prefix meaning

SUDOKU product: 2 wds.
27 Fundamental
By the Mepham Group 28 “Who's there?”

Complete the grid so each row, column and answer: 2 wds.
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Courtesy of Onco-Ballet Foundation

ONCO-BALLET FOUNDER and executive director Anna Wassman-Cox demonstrates
ballet combinations at V&T Classical Ballet & Dance Academy in Laguna Hills.

Onco-Ballet is on pointe
with inaugural teacher
training in Laguna Hills
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eg. 5 7 6 El tary” to dance after battling her “Sometimes, especially said Wassman-Cox.
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4 6 7 44 Bubbly founder and executive di- Wassman-Cox. “Dance is girls — or wanted to.
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PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY

SEATS SELLING FAST! LIMITED AVAILABILITY

THE MARIA MANETTI SHREM AND ELIZABETH SEGERSTROM
CALIFORNIA ORCHESTRA RESIDENCY

VIENNA
PHILHARMONIC

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, conductor

Lahav Shani, music director

Experience an evening of depth,
passion, and unforgettable
beauty, as Lahav Shani leads the
Israel Philharmonic in Avni's
meditative Prayer for String
Orchestra, Bruch's soul-stirring
Kol Nidrei, and Bernstein’s
haunting Halil. The program
culminates in Tchaikovsky's
heart-wrenching

Pathétique Symphony.

Don't miss two nights of
unforgettable music by one of the
world’s most illustrious orchestras
led by Yannick Nézet-Séguin.

MAR 9 AT 3PM
MAR 11 AT 8PM

RENEE & HENRY SEGERSTROM
CONCERT HALL

DONNA L. KENDALL SEGERSTROM

classical series FOUNDATION
SELECT SERIES

SELECT SERIES

MAR 26 AT 8PM

RENEE & HENRY SEGERSTROM
CONCERT HALL

Series Sponsor: Henry T. and Elizabeth Segerstrom Foundation

Additional support from The Segerstrom Foundation. Additional support from The Segerstrom Foundation

Additional support for Vienna Philharmonic’s Residency in Orange County is

provided by the Donna L. Kendall Foundation and the Shanbrom Family Foundation. ConcertioponsarsiPisBoblancibsolohil iy

Tour Sponsor: American Friends of the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra

ORANGE COUNTY DEBUT

CHINEKE!
ORCHESTRA

Vimbayi Kaziboni conductor
WITH
Aaron Azunda Akugbo trumpet

SUBSCRIBE TODAY

Aaron Azunda Akugbo performs Haydn's grand
Trumpet Concerto with the Orange County debut
of Europe's first majority Black and minority ethnic
orchestra. Revel in the vibrant rhythms of Brian
Raphael Nabors’ Pulse, and be moved by the
grandeur of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor's
Symphony in A minor and other works.

A\

=

\Z

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Renée Fleming
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Chicago Symphony Orchestra
with Riccardo Muti

Joshua Bell with
Academy of St Martin
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with Yuja Wang

;-: / /$S in the Fields
APR 4 AT 8PM | Z ﬁ \\'\‘ Mahler Chamber Orchestra

RENEE & HENRY SEGERSTROM

CONCERT HALL

Part of the Eclectic Orange Series
sponsored by Jelinek Family Trust
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Philharmonia Orchestra
Dallas Symphony Orchestra
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Vikingur Olafsson

Seong-Jin Cho

rerecTic
and more!

FULL CALENDAR

UP NEXT
APR 25

Tetzlaff Quartet Alina Ibragimova & Cédric Tiberghien

MAR 22
Randall Goosby, violin

APR 6 ‘

Segerstrom )
Center for the Arts”

(949)553-2422 | PHILHARMONICSOCIETY.ORG

All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are subject to change.

CONCERTS AT
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COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Trump
administration
move could
affect scientific
research at UCI

r. Dan
Cooper was
ayoung

pediatric resident
when he was over-
come by a sense of
futility as he cared for
a 14-year-old boy with
cystic fibrosis. There was
nothing more that could
be done to save the boy
from the terrible prog-
ressive, genetic disease
that affects the lungs,
pancreas and other orga-
ns. He would die that
night.

“We had used every bit
of our knowledge to help
this kid, and we were

That’s what
makes it so frus-
trating to see
. scientists — and
¥ science itself —

under attack.

One of the latest
senseless and needlessly
damaging assaults is the
Trump administration’s
move to limit indirect
funding for scientific
research from the Na-
tional Institutes of Health
to no more than 15% of
the value of the grants it
awards.

The NIH is the largest
funder of biomedical
research in the world,

The indirect funding the

NIH provides is frequently
misunderstood, but it is essential
to carrying out this critical

research.

going to fail,” he recalled.

Not long after, Cooper
did a fellowship at Co-
lumbia University that
was largely research-
based. His career as a
physician had taken a
turn. Instead of spending
most of his time attend-
ing patients, as he had
long assumed he would
do, he would go on to
devote the bulk of his
long and impressive ca-
reer to finding ways to
treat them.

Today, at 76, Cooper is
still going strong at UC
Irvine, where he is the
associate vice chancellor
for clinical and trans-
lational science. His is
focused on taking scien-
tific discoveries made in a
laboratory and using
them in the development
of clinical interventions
and treatments — the
invaluable and practical
approach of expediting
the lab-to-therapy pipe-
line.

It's no exaggeration to
state that many people
are alive or have experi-
enced a significant im-
provement in the quality
of their lives because of
scientists like Cooper.

helping in the devel-
opment and advance-
ments of treatments for
cancer, Alzheimer’s dis-
ease, cardiovascular dis-
ease, infectious diseases
and so much more. Itis a
key reason why the U.S. is
a global superpower in
the production of cutting-
edge biological science.

The indirect funding
the NIH provides is fre-
quently misunderstood,
but it is essential to carry-
ing out this critical re-
search. Generally speak-
ing, such funding is used
to cover basic overhead.
This includes the critical
components of conduct-
ing successful research
that are not necessarily
focused on the science
itself — facilities and
administrative expenses
such as office space and
equipment, back office
support, legal and com-
pliance support, research
security and biosafety,
and utilities.

Until now, indirect
funding has been negoti-
ated with institutions on
an individual basis and
typically ranges from 25%

See Apodaca, page A8
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LEADERSHIP AWARDS

HONOR ORANGE
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Be recognized among OC'’s
most influential executives. Nominate
yourself or an exceptional leader today.
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he mood was bright
T 100 years ago as the

Pacific Beach Club
neared completion by
today’s Newland Street and
Pacific Coast Highway —
just south of Huntington
Beach’s 1925 borders.
Southern California’s Black
community had jumped
over multiple roadblocks
as it focused plans on this
undistinguished stretch of
sand.

Building in Orange
County made sense, given
the “informal but pervasive
Jim Crow” that put Los
Angeles County beaches
off limits to Blacks, relates
Daniel Cady, Ph.D., Ameri-
can history professor at
Fresno State University.

The stakes were high, the
need to act urgent, a 1925
ad in the Black-owned
California Eagle newspaper
told readers.

“The whites have for
years enjoyed their clubs
and organizations,” it
stated. “We must at this
time awake ... NOW is the
time ... There is ... no

COMMENTARY | ERIK SKINDRUD

Blackened dreams

The Pacific Beach Club in Huntington Beach was set to welcome members on Feb. 12,1926,
Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. But it was burned down 3 weeks before its grand opening.

wﬁa

New York Public Library

THE PACIFIC BEACH CLUB'S pavilion fronts the surf in this photo taken on Sept. 7,1925.
Labor Day brought thousands of Black residents to the Orange County location for the club’s
Bathing Girl and Children Contest and Beauty Parade. Note winning contestants at lower
left. A bridge carrying the old coast highway over wetlands is at upper right.

place left on the Pacific
Near Los Angeles where we
may congregate for any
purpose.”

Titled “‘Southern’ Cali-
fornia: White Southern
Migrants in Greater Los
Angeles 1920-1930,” Cady’s
2005 dissertation offers the
most complete account of

the Pacific Beach Club
story. It outlines a familiar
narrative — Black aspira-
tions frustrated by white
fear, discomfort and rac-
ism.

That the story is not
widely known is a shame.
We never heard it at
Peterson Elementary

School — about a mile
from the Pacific Beach
Club site. Nothing told me
until an April 2, 1925, Los
Angeles Times item,
“Beach Club is Proposed
by Negroes” popped up in
my database browsing a

See Dreams, page A7

A WORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE
White House takes unprecedented
step to stifle the people’s proxies

umn before, you know

about AP style. I've
been writing about it for
decades.

You know that the Asso-
ciated Press Stylebook is a
playbook for AP’s own
editors to ensure consis-

tency in their
stories,
avoiding,
for exam-
ple, writ-
ing “5-
year-old” on
one page and
“five-year-old” on the next,
or writing “USA” on one
page and “U.S.A.” on the
next. You know that the
stylebook takes positions
on matters of spelling,
grammar, word usage,
capitalization and punctu-
ation. And you know that

I fyou've read this col-

o

sometimes AP’s positions
are controversial, like
when its editors decided to
allow “over” to mean
“more than” in its style:
“children over 5 years old.”

AP makes these deci-
sions for its own articles,
updating its rules periodi-
cally as need arises, and
many other publications
choose to follow AP’s
popular style guide. Inde-
pendent decision-making
like this is normal in a free
press, which itself is cru-
cial to a functioning
democracy.

Recent headlines involv-
ing AP are anything but
normal. President Donald
Trump’s administration
barred two AP reporters
from covering White
House events. The reason:
AP did not change its style

guide to accommodate
Trump’s insistence that the
Gulf of Mexico should be
called the Gulf of America.

All Americans should be
up in arms about a public
servant trying to dictate
the words news outlets
use. They should be out-
raged that their repre-
sentative refuses to answer
to the people’s proxies:
mainstream journalists.

Yet too many people
seem to think it’s fine:
“Who cares about AP?
Mainstream media are the
bad guys. Biased. Liars.
‘Enemies of the people.

We've been told this for
years. There’s a multi-
billion-dollar media estab-
lishment built on this
narrative. The anti-main-
stream-media media tell
us: “Those other news

”»

agencies are lying to you.
We're the only ones you
can trust.” They stoke
suspicion and play on the
pride of people who want
to believe they’re too savvy
to be conned.

The irony is that people
who buy this argument are
falling for one of the oldest
cons in the book. “That
guy over there just picked
your pocket!” the pick-
pocket says as you turn the
other way and he takes
your wallet. Nothing sus-
pends critical thinking like
the belief that one is under
attack.

In the world that the
anti-mainstream-media
media have constructed,
traditional news agencies
can't be trusted, and they

See Word, page A8

In response to the Feb. 26
TimesOC newsletter, “How
will Trump'’s policies hit
O.C. where it hurts? Offi-
cials working to end home-
lessness look at uncertain-
ties,” my husband and I
frequently walk the Mile
Square Park in Fountain
Valley.

We have noticed the
homeless gathering in
some areas of the park. A
few days ago, we lost our

MAILBAG

Policy questions arise as homeless
disappear from park in Fountain Valley

car keys and retraced our
steps for two days straight.
On the first day, we asked
several homeless groups if
anyone had found any car
keys. They were all very
friendly and wished us luck.
On the second day, the
homeless groups were
nowhere to be found. They
left behind some heart-
breaking messages
scrawled on cardboard and
nearby walls.
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Vicki Miko

A HOMELESS PERSON left behind this handwritten sign
in Mile Square Park in Fountain Valley, a reader writes.

Meanwhile, we were very
thankful that a park em-
ployee at the office found
our keys. They were very
helpful.

Our question is, where
does the administration
think the homeless are
going to go? From place to
place until — what? We do
understand there are many
concerns and safety issues.
But how and where do the
homeless get vital informa-
tion about resources they
may already have available
to them without face-to-
face communication? Most
have no cellphones, no
television, no internet, no
way to travel to known
shelters and food banks,
except for hearing the news
by word-of-mouth. Many
need desperate help. In
other words, it is up to law
enforcement, first respond-
ers, advocates, informed

volunteers, printed signage
and fliers, etc., to inform
them.

How well are these ap-
proaches working?

As one example, CalAIM
is a multiyear program that
was approved in 2021. It is
currently scheduled to
expire in 2026. However, a
person has to know this
program exists and most
importantly they must
“qualify” to receive benefits.

Some people choose to
live on the street no matter
what. They do not want
anything to do with “shel-
ters.” Where do they go?
They still need resources to
move from place to place.
Where are the funds going
to come from in Orange
County, where federal dol-
lars for its Continuum of
Care are threatened? How

See Mailbag, page A8
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Continued from page Al

once stole board shorts
from the brand’s initial
beach house at 56th Street
on the Newport Peninsula.

Kwock later ended up a
team rider for Quiksilver.

“Eventually, he ran mar-
keting for the whole damn
company,” McKnight said
with a laugh.

Quiksilver, like many
others, had humble begin-
nings in Orange County.
The brand was first sold at
the Hobie store in Dana
Point, McKnight said.

“We were selling as
many as we could make,”
he said. “It was on fire. Not
just us, but the industry
was just rabid for anything
new and cool. Especially
from Australia, so we were
really lucky in that regard,
that it came from Austral-
ia.”

“The Surf-Skate Business
Evolution: The OC Effect”
documentary is narrated
by Sugar Ray lead singer
Mark McGrath and tells the
story of decades of influ-
encers.

It features interviews
with 30 innovative surfing

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

PRODUCERS TERRY CORWIN and Scott Hays, from left,
stand next to the poster of their new documentary “The
Surf-Skate Business Evolution: The OC Effect,” at the Lido
Theater in Newport Beach on Thursday.

and skating personalities,
Hays said. Many either
came from or did business
in the area of Costa Mesa
and Newport Beach.

Van Doren is a proud
Estancia High School grad-
uate, Class of 1973. He
maintains those communi-
ty roots, noting that he
recently had a reunion with
some of his Eagles football

teammates and coach Phil
Brown.

“It’s a little feather in the
cap to be able to stay in
business these days and
make it through,” Van
Doren said. “It’s all about
the action sports, the surf-
ers and skaters and BMX
riders. They might not have
lived in Costa Mesa, but
they always had come to

businesses, coming down
to see Quiksilver or Hurley
or Vans. Everybody found
their way down here to
Costa Mesa and Newport
and Huntington.”

The industry has hit a
time of transition. Authen-
tic Brands Group, which
had previously acquired
Volcom, purchased Quiksil-
ver, Billabong, Roxy, RVCA
and several other popular
brands from Boardriders in
2023. Authentic recently
pulled licenses previously
held by Liberated Brands
and gave them to new
operators.

Then, in January, Liber-
ated closed its corporate
office in Costa Mesa and
laid off nearly 400 employ-
ees.

Boardriders had ac-
quired Billabong in 2018,
creating the world’s largest
action sports company.

McKnight said the recent
headlines looked bad, but
he still believed in the
brands of Boardriders.

“Wherever they are,
they're really good brands,
and it’s really hard to kill a
global, good brand,” he
said.

Newport Beach resident
Thom McElroy, who at-

tended Thursday’s pre-
miere, is a Volcom co-
founder who designed the
now iconic stone-shaped
logo. Originally from Hunt-
ington Beach, he made the
National Scholastic Surfing
Assn. national team, trav-
eling the world with
coaches Peter “PT” Tow-
nend and Ian Cairns.

“There weren't a lot of
rules,” McElroy said. “It
was more of a playground
growing up for us. The
beaches were playgrounds,
the parks for skating were
playgrounds. Everything
was. It was brand new, and
it wasn't expensive to get
into these sports back
then.

“You could buy a cheap
surfboard and a cheap
wetsuit, and you're out
surfing. The same thing
with skateboarding. As
things progressed, you
could use better equip-
ment, but it was an open
environment to express
yourself. You were able to
wake up in the morning
and then do what you
wanted to do all day.”

McElroy said he never
would have dreamed then
that the industry would
evolve into what it has

become.

“When you got a box
from a sponsor, you cher-
ished it,” he said. “You
knew that it was coming
out of a warehouse, and
they needed to sell that
stuff.”

Surf industry pioneer
Dick Metz, “Five Summer
Stories” producer Greg
MacGillivray and Volcom
co-founder Richard
“Wooly” Woolcott were
also among the Q&A panel
members Thursday.

Corwin, one of the docu-
mentary’s producers, was
the founder of nonprofit
Lion’s Heart, a platform
that connects teenagers to
volunteering opportunities.
This was her first docu-
mentary.

“We're excited to see the
reaction from the people
that are in the industry,”
she said. “All of these com-
panies started right here,
and more. It’s kind of
crazy.”

She added that the docu-
mentary will be submitted
to film festivals, and the
producers hope to sell it to
a larger audience platform.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mijszabo
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few years ago.

The 1930 U.S. Census
lists three Black residents
in Huntington Beach. By
2010 the number grew to
1,813, or 1% of the popula-
tion. I recall a single Black
playmate from my grow-
ing-up years in the Pacific
Sands housing tract near
today’s Beach Boulevard
and Atlanta Avenue.

According to local lore,
the following exchange
took place when the family
moved in across the street.

“Good morning, how
you doing?” the boy’s fa-
ther greeted a neighbor.

“Fine until now,” the
neighbor snapped.

The Times item also
documents a less-than-
welcoming response by
Huntington Beach and
Orange County officials.
“Objections raised by vari-

ous organizations,” it re-
lates, led to the Pacific
Electric and Southern
Pacific rail lines “refusing
access across their tracks.”

It was the first of many
obstructions and techni-
calities that white residents
would throw up over the
next year and a half.

Still, beach club organ-
izers advanced toward
their goal as 1925 prog-
ressed. Buildings rose on 7
acres at today’s Huntington
State Beach. The com-
pleted club would have
included a dance pavilion
for 1,500 guests, a restau-
rant for 700, a grocery
store, a drugstore and a
200-unit tent city, among
other amenities.

E. Burton Ceruti, the
beach club’s president, was
co-founder of Los Angeles’
NAACP chapter. He had
already notched victories
— notably opening Los
Angeles County’s nurse
training program to Black

students in 1918.

Ceruti had earlier led a
drive to expel D.W. Grif-
fith’s 1915 Klan-friendly
film “The Birth of a Nation”
from theaters. In 1924 he
appeared in another Times
item filing legal action after
Long Beach police alleg-
edly tortured three arrest-
ees.

African Americans were
confident on Labor Day
1925 in Huntington Beach.
The afternoon saw six-
to-10,000 spectators line
the sand for a beauty pag-
eant featuring young wom-
en from across the region.
The “negro bathing beauty
parade” was “believed by
its sponsors to be the first
in the country,” the Times
reported.

The event was part party,
part promotion for the
beach club’s opening — set
for Lincoln’s Birthday on
Feb. 12, 1926.

A pair of photographs at
the New York Public Li-

brary’s Schomburg Center
for Research in Black Cul-
ture record the excitement,
freedom and verve of that
long-ago Monday.

For historian Alison Rose
Jefferson, who has written
about the beach club story,
these photographs are
culturally important, mov-
ing documents.

“The images of the New
Negro, their style and
beauty, race, class, identity,
political assertion, and
pride, as well as the Pacific
Beach Club site ... (form) a
visual record of African
American ... resistance to
being ascribed second-
class citizenship,” she
writes.

The club wasn’t built for
all classes — annual fees
would run $50 to $80 ($700
and $1,100 in today’s dol-
lars). Excitement spread,
though. As editor Fred C.
Williams of Northern Cali-
fornia’s Public Defender
newspaper put it, “Here at

last, on the ocean front, we
will have one of the most
wonderful beach resorts in
the world.”

All would go up in
smoke on the morning of
Jan. 21, 1926. Around 6
a.m., security guard A.H.
Sneed spotted flames —
and two cars fleeing.

One car sped toward
downtown Huntington
Beach, another to Newport
Beach. Sneed, a “colored
watchman” in the Times’
account, got a good look at
one man, “who was white.”

The pair were likely Klan
members, Cady said in
2006.

“The reason I would say
... Klan is because the
Klan’s weapon is fire,” Cady
told the Orange County
Register. “It’s part of their
ritual, part of their ceremo-

ny.”
Organizers bounced

back, however, launching

“a national campaign” to

raise more money, the

Times noted on Nov. 22.
Huntington Beach whites
mobilized too — with a
new organization “to op-
pose any further efforts of
negroes to establish a
colony on the ocean front.”

Faced with unrelenting
obstruction, however, the
Pacific Beach Club dream
faded over the next year. It
would not join the short
list of resorts — like the
famous Idlewild in west
Michigan — that offered
recreation to Black Ameri-
cans in the first part of the
20th century.

Looking back a century
later, the Pacific Beach
Club’s brief existence and
fiery demise deserve more
attention —and a perma-
nent place in the stories of
California and the nation.

ERIK SKINDRUD grew up
in Huntington Beach. Today
he is a writer and editor in
Long Beach. He’s

@Erik Bookman on Twitter/X.
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dance teachers at V&T
Classical Ballet & Dance
Academy in Laguna Hills
for a two-day workshop.

“Anytime I shared with
people what we were doing
or had new people come to
class that had a dance
background, they always
expressed interest in want-
ing to help to teach,” said
Wassman-Cox.

She organized a cohort of
15 instructors with dance
backgrounds, ballet or oth-
erwise, from New York,
Chicago, Seattle and Cali-

fornia to learn the unique
Onco-Ballet curriculum.
“Forty percent of the at-
tendees were cancer sur-
vivors themselves and 26%
had been either caregivers
or had someone very close
to them go through can-
cer,” said Wassman-Cox.
While Wassman-Cox is
an expert on curriculum,
she tapped two other wom-
en as guest trainers to
round out the workshop
with additional knowledge.
Director of the Creative
Dance Center in Seattle
Terry Goetz joined the
training as did Marie Miao,
an oncology clinical social
worker and EMDR-certified

therapist at the Hoag Fam-
ily Cancer Institute and
Kokoro Wellness.

“Marie brought in a
whole series on trauma-in-
formed ballet teaching for
dancers with cancer,” said
Wassman-Cox. “So that was
wonderful to hear from a
clinical stand point, how do
you work with people who
have faced trauma?”

Goetz is an expert on
BrainDance and Brain-
Compatible Dance Educa-
tion, a teaching philosophy
that takes a holistic ap-

proach to becoming a
skilled dancer.
“That is is key to what we

do, having that brain-body

connection,” said Wass-
man-Cox.

The plan is for the teach-
ers to take Onco-Ballet
back to their communities
where it can help cancer
survivors promote move-
ment and find emotional
healing.

“This training is just one
step in building a national
network of instructors who
will empower even more
individuals affected by can-
cer through the joy of bal-
let.”

Another way Wassman-
Cox is working to spread
the word of the Onco-Ballet
Foundation is through an
upcoming  performance

planned for Oct. 19 at the
Irvine Barclay Theater. The
special performance will
celebrate the strength of
cancer patients and sur-
vivors and explore ballet as
movement therapy.

“We will have an all can-
cer patient and survivor
cast and maybe even some
caregivers on stage,” said
Wassman-Cox. “We really
see this as an educational
showcase to share the can-
cer experience through
dance and help educate
our audience about cancer
advocacy and the thera-
peutic benefits of ballet.”

Wassman-Cox knows
other survivors can find

healing the way she did
and the ways she has seen
itin her classes.

“Even just the simplicity
of cueing them to stand tall
and breath has brought
people to tears,” said Wass-
man-Cox. “It is bringing
them back into their bod-
ies, and it’s so meaningful
to see how happy it makes
people.”

For information about
volunteering opportunities,
donating or details on up-
coming events, visit onco
ballet.org.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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represent California at the
National ProStart Student
Invitational in Baltimore.

“Programs like the Cali-
fornia ProStart Cup and
competitions like this are
so important for students;
it's transformative,” said
Alycia Harshfield, president
of the California Restaurant
Foundation. “It helps them
not only think about what
their future can be, they tap
into their potential and
they get to test their skill.”

The competition is di-
vided into two sections: a
Culinary Cup and Manage-
ment Cup. For the former,
teams of up to four stu-
dents create an original
three-course menu of an
appetizer, entree and des-
sert in under 60 minutes.
The meals are judged on
knife skills, safety and sani-
tation, taste and more. The
Management Cup is a
“Shark Tank”-style compe-
tition in which teams of
students pitch an original
restaurant concept before a
panel of judges, preparing a
business plan, marketing
materials and more.

“They learn so much
from these experiences and
our industry needs people
who are passionate, curious
and interested in being our
next business owners,
entrepreneurs and fantastic
chefs,” said Harshfield.

In the past participating
Orange County schools
have included the Orange
County School of the Arts,
Fountain Valley, Fullerton
Union, Newport Harbor,
Rancho Alamitos and Valley
high schools. This year
OCSA, Fullerton Union and
Newport  Harbor  high
school returned, and Hunt-
ington Beach’s Marina High
School competed for the
first time.

Early the first day, OCSA’s
culinary team organized
tools onto a speed rack as
they prepared to take the
floor for the culinary com-
petition.

“We are putting all our
equipment onto our equip-
ment cart so it will be easy
to grab and we can do that
super-efficiently while

v

Sarah Mosqueda

ORANGE COUNTY School of the Arts students get ready
for the three-course meal competition at ProStart Cup 2025.

cooking,” said Cynthia
Zhou. “Soon we will get
into what we call our ‘mise
en place, prepping our in-
gredients before we enter
the final cooking time.”

The team trained exten-
sively for the timed cooking
contest.

“We have been practicing
since September, twice a
week. Now it’s been, like,
three to four times a week,“
said Stella Mulholland. “In
the beginning months we
were recipe testing, and by
December we had our
menu finalized. In January
and February, we have just
been drilling, doing the ex-
act same thing over and
over again to get it perfect.”

Besides the main compe-
titions, students also partic-
ipated in quick-fire con-

tests hosted by events
Sponsors, like Wie-
nerschnitzel's Dress Your
Dog competition and Idaho
Potatoes Loaded Potato
competition. Others wan-
dered around the college
and career expo, meeting
with  hospitality-focused
companies like Coca-Cola,
Habit Burger, BJ's Restau-
rants and more.

Many of the volunteers
and judges at 2025
ProStart Cup are former
students who competed in
past competitions them-
selves. Chef Dominique Va-
lenzuela, who served as
judge for the Culinary Cup
this year, recalled compet-
ing with La Quinta High
School when he was a stu-
dent.

“Being introduced to
ProStart at an early age in
high school really set the
foundation needed to excel
in culinary school and my
career,” said Valenzuela.

Today Valenzuela is the
executive pastry chef at JW
Marriott Desert Springs
Palm Desert, and he enjoys
coming back to the event as
a volunteer. It is a way he
can pay it forward to the
California Restaurant Foun-
dation and the many men-
tors who guided him on his
own culinary journey.

“It is definitely rewarding
not only to be asked to par-
ticipate in something that
is so meaningful to many
students here in California
but also to see where I once

was in their shoes,” said Va-
lenzuela. “I realize how
many people helped sup-
port me and get me to the
place where I am today,
and I want just want to do
the same. It is rewarding to
see the sprint, the drive and
the dedication.”

In another area of the
event, Fullerton Union
High School students filed
into a conference room to
get feedback from judges
on the vegan and gluten-
free food concept Cali
Roots that they had pre-
sented for the management
cup.

“We have been working
since October, getting our
written proposal together,
then building our slides,”
said Ben Dennis.

The students shared how
much they value the
ProStart program and what
it has given them.

“We think the ProStart
program is great, it is a
great stepping stone for
learning more about the
food and hospitality indus-
try, and we are very grateful
to have this opportunity to
be competing here,” said
student Emma Kojonroj.

Fullerton Union High
chef and culinary instructor
Mario Schwarz-Cole said
he sees the difference the
program makes for his stu-
dents.

“I see the growth in my
students, their confidence,”
said Schwarz-Cole. “It gives
them great experience for

the future. They growth to-
gether as a team too.”

At the end of the compe-
tition, OCSA placed first in
management for the sec-
ond year in a row while Ful-
lerton Union High School
took third place, below
Bontia High School in sec-
ond place. For the Culinary
Cup, OCSA placed second
behind San Dimas High
School, with Bonita High
School in third place. Or-
ange County students also
took home awards in the
quick-fire contests with
Fullerton  Union  High
School student Emily Alva-
rado taking first place in
the Wienerschnitzel Dress
Your Dog contest and
OCSA student Angela Luo
taking third place in the
Loaded Idaho Baked Potato
competition.

Whether or not the win-
ners decided to pursue a
career in the culinary arts
or hospitality, Valenzuela
said he knows the experi-
ence the students have at
ProStart Cup will be a form-
ative one.

“The competition gives
the students the opportuni-
ty to meet one another, to
connect, to see that there
are others that are mutually
as invested and interested
in getting to the next stage
and that is so rewarding on
all fronts,” said Valenzuela.

sarah.mosqgueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

MAILBAG

Continued from page A6

will the funds be managed?
The situation remains
overwhelming. It seems all
we, the American people,
can do is to protest, boy-
cott, send money, and
volunteer. But most of all
we must be an informed

voter — before we can't.
Vicki Miko
Costa Mesa

Symphony of
Flowers a mistake

Despite a huge outpour-
ing of vocal opposition
from community residents,
the Huntington Beach City

Council is moving forward
with an ill-advised and
destructive plan to place a
damaging installation in
our public Central Park. The
so-called Symphony of
Flowers is proposed to
occupy a large section in
the middle of Central Park
for six months every year,
from September to March,
with a disruptive light show

and music lasting from 5 to
11 p.m. daily. The contract is
for three years with options
to renew. In addition to
charging for admission to
several shows per night, the
city proposes to sell access
to the parking spaces asso-
ciated with the Central
Library, which is usually
open until 9 p.m. most
days.

This installation will
damage the grass and
plants in the proposed area,
as well as disrupt the envi-
ronment for the birds and
animals who inhabit the
park and the people who
enjoy the park on a daily
basis. And it will disturb the
residents for miles around
the park with excessive
traffic, noise and sound

pollution! And it is not even
likely to bring in the pitiful
amount of revenue that is
projected in the proposal.
This is another boondog-
gle with smelly political
overtones, and Huntington
Beach residents do not
want it to pollute our park!

Diane Bentley
Huntington Beach
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to 70% of a grant’s value.
Without the indirect funds,
many scientific research
endeavors would come to a
screeching halt because
they would, quite literally,
be unable to keep the
lights on.

Consider how it might
impact Cooper’s area of
research. As a pediatric
lung specialist, he and his
team are zeroing in on the
role of exercise and phys-
ical activity on the growth
and development of chil-
dren with lung disease.

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

“We do know that exer-
cise has a profound impact
on disease,” he explained.
But what kind of exercise?
What amount? How often?
His work has led to impor-
tant discoveries about the
precise ways the immune
system is affected by exer-
cise, information that is
influencing exercise pre-
scriptions for pediatric
lung disease patients.

Cooper must periodi-
cally reapply for NIH grants
to keep this work going.
The indirect funding, in
part, has helped cover the
costs associated with the
training of 250 trans-
lational scientists since

2010, and for reaching out
to high school students to
keep the pipeline of fresh
blood coming into the
field. The funds also help
underwrite the costs of
clinical trails.

Last summer, his re-
search team’s funding was
renewed for about $28
million over seven years.
But if the new policy
stands, the funding for the
indirect costs that would
normally go along with
that grant would be
slashed.

(As of this writing, a
court order has stayed the
new policy, but the NIH
has stopped considering

new grant applications,
and some universities,
uncertain of future fund-
ing, are cutting accept-
ances for biomedical
graduates students and
postdoctoral scholars.)

To be clear, Cooper
doesn’t object to greater
scrutiny of indirect costs or
of reducing such funding
in certain instances. But an
across-the-board decrease
to 15% would be devas-
tating, he said.

“To arbitrarily say we're
cutting to this amount is
going to stop a lot of re-
search.”

It will also discourage
recruitment, he fears. “It’s

creating this atmosphere, if
I'm a young person, why
would I go into this field if
it’s so at the whim of these
budget cuts. It's hard
enough now to bring peo-
ple into the field.”

For now, he is trying to
stay as optimistic as pos-
sible. Perhaps a negotiation
can lead to less drastic
cuts, he said.

“The 15% would destroy
research. And I think that’s
tragic.”

Tragic indeed, but not
only that. In the many
years since he helplessly
watched a boy die from a
horrible disease, Cooper
has devoted himself to

pioneering science that can
be used to prevent such
heartbreaking outcomes.
To put that in danger
would be a shockingly
callous abandonment of
our longstanding national
quest to be the world
leader in scientific ad-
vancements, and of our
responsibility to further the
betterment of humankind.
This policy must not stand.

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
‘A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon's Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.
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takes. If a newspaper re-
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ports something in a way
you don't like, it’s deliber-
ate, sinister manipulation.
Years ago, when I was a
community news reporter
working under a heavy
workload on tight dead-
lines, I was assigned to
write a light feature article
about a struggling sailing
club. In my haste, I glossed
over the underlying news
story — a story with two
valid sides that both de-
served an airing. I blew it.
The next day, I got an
angry email from a reader

who called my story a
“socialist diatribe.” Delib-
erate manipulation. No
chance I was just a human
being who did a bad job,
even though I lived 50
miles away and had no
personal interest whatso-
ever in what happened in
his city. As a member of
the media, I was a su-
pervillain.

Yes, journalists some-
times let their own bias
skew a story. But in my
experience, journalists are
more inclined to overcom-

pensate for their own bias,
skewing stories in the
opposite direction. So if
you see only bias against
your side and never bias
that favors your side,
you're not a good judge of
media impartiality.

Things weren't always
this way. For the first half
of my life, people knew
that, flawed as they are,
mainstream media like AP
act as the people’s scribes.
As citizens in a functioning
democracy, they expected
their representatives to
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answer to the mainstream
press, who ask questions
on the people’s behalf. A
leader shutting out a major
journalism outlet would
have been tantamount to
telling the American peo-
ple you no longer answer
to them. Unacceptable.

I get why people like the
name “Gulf of America.”
The word “America” is,
frankly, beautiful. To me,
it'’s a reminder of how
people living under dicta-
tors like Stalin, Mao and
Pinochet could look to us
and see it’s possible for
citizens to pick leaders
who wield power on the
people’s behalf, not their
own. It was in those
places, not here, that lead-
ers could dictate what the
media said.

No American, regardless
of party or ideology,
should tolerate a public
servant telling journalists
what to write. It’s un-
American.

JUNE CASAGRANDE is the
author of “The Joy of Syntax:
A Simple Guide to All the
Grammar You Know You
Should Know.” She can be
reached at
JuneTCN@aolcom.



