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the state’s highest-security pris-
on.

The strike and a related lawsuit
resulted in the end of indetermi-
nate solitary confinement in Cal-
ifornia.

“Why did a thousand people
even have to go without eating
for a few days to get these things
resolved?” Canales said. “It’s the

Dolores Canales remembers
the cold cement floor, indifferent
brick walls and the thick metal
door that separated her from the
rest of the world.

Like many in solitary confine-
ment, she craved a shred of hu-
man contact.

“You could yell out the door to
people … so we would do that
sometimes as a form of commu-
nication,” Canales said. “But at
the end of the day, you still know
you are in isolation.

“You still have those brick walls
to stare at. You still have the anxi-
ety that comes at night. It just
feels like you are being buried
alive.”

Years later, Canales — decades
removed from her drug-related
struggle with the criminal justice
system — advocated for her son,
John Martinez, as he took part in
hunger strikes at Pelican Bay
State Prison to demand an end to
indeterminate solitary confine-
ment. The hunger strike was the
largest prison protest in the
state’s history.

Canales and several families
started the group California Fam-
ilies Against Solitary Confine-
ment in 2011 to support and ad-
vocate for their incarcerated fam-
ily members involved in the
highly publicized hunger strike in

only way to get people to listen.”
Today, Canales, 60, of Fuller-

ton, helps lead the group as they
attend hearings, speak with legis-
lators, hold rallies and advocate
for an end to solitary confine-
ment.

Canales has brought her advo-
cacy to Orange County, where
she’s partnered with several

groups to work towards ending
solitary confinement.

“She is the perfect example of
why this work and movement
should be led by impacted peo-
ple,” said Daisy Ramirez, Orange
County jails conditions and pol-
icy coordinator at the ACLU.

“She knows firsthand what it’s
like to be confined in a cage for

years on end. She knows what
the treatment is like behind bars.
She knows what families go
through when they have families
that are incarcerated.”

Ramirez and Canales have
been working together since
2018, when Orange County in-
mates organized a seven-day
hunger strike to protest jailhouse
conditions.

Canales said Martinez com-
mitted second-degree murder as
a young adult and is now incar-
cerated in the Theo Lacy facility
in Orange. He took part in that
hunger strike.

The ACLU has set its sights on
solitary confinement for years.

“Long-term isolation costs too
much, does nothing to rehabili-
tate prisoners, and exacerbates
mental illness — or even causes
it in prisoners who were healthy
when they entered solitary,” the
ACLU‘s website says.

Ramirez said Orange County
jails use solitary confinement but
call it “disciplinary housing.”

“Disciplinary housing is short-
term temporary housing used for
inmates who violate rules de-
signed to keep themselves, other
inmates and staff safe,” Orange
County Sheriff’s Department
spokeswoman Carrie Braun said
in an email.

‘A PEOPLE’S PROJECT’:
ACTIVISM IN THE O.C.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

DOLORES CANALES co-founded
the group California Families

Against Solitary Confinement.
“She knows firsthand what it’s like

to be confined in a cage for years on
end. She knows what the treatment

is like behind bars,” said Daisy
Ramirez, Orange County

jails conditions and policy
coordinator at the ACLU.

Dolores Canales fights for an end to solitary confinement
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Solitary, page R4

From the confines of a prison, journal-
ist and former Black Panther Mumia
Abu-Jamal sent four students from the
nation’s historically Black colleges and
universities a personal message during
the first week of their research fellowship.

“One of the things he said to the stu-
dents is, ‘The work that you’re doing is
part of a really powerful inheritance of
the best of the revolutionary spirit of our
society,’ ” recalled Tiffany Willoughby-
Herard, UC Irvine associate professor of
African American studies.

Abu-Jamal, 66, was convicted of killing
a Philadelphia police officer in the 1980s.
To this day, he maintains his innocence,

and the case is widely described as unfair.
After nearly 30 years in solitary con-

finement on death row, his death sen-
tence was dropped, and he is now serving
life without parole. Abu-Jamal authored
several books, including bestselling “Live
From Death Row,” “Death Blossoms” and
the most recent “Have Black Lives Ever
Mattered?” addressing prison life, aboli-
tionist democracy and major political
movements.

He’s also a key figure in the HBCU stu-
dents’ fellowship. Tariq Edwards, Ebony
Owens, Cienna Benn and Shamya
Hutchinson were partly tasked to work
on the Activist Studio West, an open-ac-

Courtesy of Jessica Millward

A SCREENSHOT is shown of one of the UCI-HBCU fellowship’s meetings. The summer
fellowship was conducted virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

UCI professors and HBCU
students archive the work
of living Black activists
BY VERA CASTANEDA

See Activists, page R5

Many people are continuing to look for
ways to support social justice and civil
rights movements a few months after
protests pushed forward a conversation
on race and policing.

Deaths like that of 46-year-old George
Floyd, a Black man who died during an
arrest May 25 when Minneapolis Police
Officer Derek Chauvin pinned his knee
on his neck for several minutes, put a
spotlight on movements that have ex-
isted for years.

It inspired Hannah Rooth, a musician
and recent Irvine transplant, to produce
an Anti-Racism Fundraiser Concert se-
ries through Twitch livestream to finan-
cially support grassroots organizations
and to educate the public, in particular

white people.
Rooth was in the process of finding

new local musicians to play in her band
Wild Hum and exploring ways to per-
form without physical access to tradi-
tional venues. She set up solo online
shows to help highlight newly released
singles. But she soon shifted her focus.

“I started to focus on activism because
of how hard the pandemic is hitting a lot
of people,” Rooth said. “It’s making peo-
ple realize in a more profound way how
much we need to change about how so-
ciety functions and who it protects. So
I’ve been trying to put a lot of energy into
doing online organizing work.”

Rooth’s first virtual concert to raise
funds for social justice organizations was

Courtesy of Hannah Rooth

ASCREENSHOTofApril Faith-Slaker,WildHumbandmember, performing liveonTwitch.

Irvinemusician throws
anti-racism virtual concerts
BYVERA CASTANEDA

See Concerts, page R5
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Megan Rose Francisco
has performed in jazz band,
marching band, choir and
wind symphony since she
was an elementary school
student growing up in
Tustin. But until a few years
ago, she was on track to be-
come a computer engineer.

In late 2018, on the cusp
of finishing her university
classes, she decided to pur-
sue music full time. Fran-
cisco said she’s always been
the type to dive headfirst
into projects: “I get stuff
done.”

Within a year, she record-
ed her first album, “Origin
Story,” which came out in
late 2019.

Francisco describes her
music as being “under the
umbrella of R&B and neo
soul, with jazz and funk el-
ements,” but she also likes
the label her older brother
made up for her: “R&B cos-
mic.”

“Right Moves” is about
finding confidence and
self-validation. “Friday the
13th” is an ode to a former
relationship that both
started and ended on Fri-
day the 13th. “Just You
Wait” is about how current
insecurities won’t get in the
way of her success in the
future.

“Graduation,” her favor-
ite song off the album, was
at first inspired by her tran-
sition out of college, stand-
ing in defiance of social
norms and other people’s
expectations.

But it soon evolved into
an anthem and call to ac-
tion for her generation.

“You’ll see a mass shoot-
ing, then a funeral, and
someone celebrating their
birthday or someone re-
leasing a cool project, and
that all just comes in one
newsfeed,” she said. “And
you get desensitized.”

“Turning our heads /
From the main problems /
Of humanity / Killing each

other,” read the lyrics.
“Turning our heads / On
children with no parents /
Why do we inherit disinter-
est when we should express
our interest?”

The song also mixes in
sounds of Black Lives Mat-
ter protests and shootings
in the background.

The album was recorded
with the help of her com-

munity of musician friends
in Southern California.

For the music video for
“Friendsgiving,” she invited
everyone to hang out at her
local park in Orange for a
picnic.

“The song is essentially
about how awesome I think
my friendships are and how
there a lot of people in my
life that really care for me,”
she said. “In the very last
chorus, everyone who re-
corded with me on that al-
bum came into the vocal
booth and we all sang the
chorus together, and it was
really wholesome. I got
emotional about it.”

She spoke in admiration
of the talents of her fellow
musicians, who have taught
her so much.

But one of her goals was
to figure out how to “do
more with less. Less instru-

ments and more pushing of
the vocals.”

“One day, I’d love to have
an album where everything
is done by me,” she said
back in March. “That would
be so awesome, but that’s
way in the future.”

The opportunity would
come sooner than she ex-
pected.

A self-described extro-
vert, she had been active in
numerous open mike
scenes including the Cool-
lab Project at downtown
Santa Ana’s 4th Street Mar-
ket, to Mystic Water Kava
Bar in Huntington Beach,
to Sunday Jump in Los An-
geles’ Historic Filipinotown
— usually with a small en-
semble or band.

Francisco even started a
YouTube series with called
Arts Tell-a-Vision with her
friends Tonalli and Ash

Malekshahi to showcase lo-
cal artists.

But in the early months
of the pandemic, she had to
quickly adapt to perform-
ing solo for virtual concerts
and festivals.

And as the George Floyd
protests spread throughout
the nation and tensions
rose, she retreated away
from the internet to take
care of her own physical
and mental health.

Whereas her debut al-
bum was a large collabora-
tive effort, her second al-
bum, which she hopes to
release next month, was re-
corded in her bedroom stu-
dio, with the help of just
one friend, musician Austin
Poznoski, also recording in
his bedroom studio.

“It’s a lot more honest
and stripped down, which
is great since my music is
reflective of the things I’m
going through in my life,”
she said.

During the pandemic,
Francisco has been focus-
ing on a more minimalist
lifestyle. She said she’s also
learning to slow down and
learn that she doesn’t al-
ways have to be so produc-
tive all the time.

Now, she is “living a life
full of purpose and really
discovering [herself].”

Quarantine compels Megan Rose Francisco
to explore what music she can create solo

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

SINGER-SONGWRITERMegan Rose Francisco performs at Half Off Books as part of the Fullerton Art Walk on March 6.

Courtesy of Megan
Rose Francisco

O.C.-BASEDmusician
Megan Rose Francisco's
debut album "Origin Story"
was released Dec. 13, 2019.

SINGER-SONGWRITER Francisco performs with Steven
Caceras, on guitar, and Alex Poisal, on the keyboard, at Half
Off Books as part of the Fullerton Art Walk on March 6.
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Despite opposition from
dozens of residents, the
Santa Ana City Council de-
cided Tuesday night to re-
duce affordable housing re-
quirements in the city to
encourage development
during the economic down-
turn from the pandemic.

The council voted 5-2,
with council members Vi-
cente Sarmiento and Nelida
Mendoza opposing, to ap-
prove revisions to the
Housing Opportunity Ordi-

nance, a 2011 ordinance
that requires developers to
abide by several rules to
support affordable housing
in the city, including paying
an in-lieu fee of $15 for ev-
ery habitable square foot.
The money was used to
support affordable housing
development.

After listening past 1 a.m.
to angry and concerned
residents who have been
wrestling with the financial
consequences and uncer-
tainties of the pandemic,
the council decided to roll

back the fee to $5 for every
habitable square foot.

The item will return to
the council for a second
reading on Sept. 1.

“As we are talking about
private sector, market-rate
developers and skilled la-
borers, the folks we aren’t
talking about are 80% of
our residents who live be-
low the moderate income
levels and are earning less
than $50,000 a year,”
Sarmiento said. “... Unfor-
tunately, what has hap-
pened is this has turned

into something that is really
an abandonment and a
shifting of priorities away
from serving the families
that we are supposed to
represent and giving them
an opportunity to live in a
dignified place ...”

Sarmiento went on to say
that the revisions will in-
centivize developers to pro-
duce market-rate housing
that most Santa Ana resi-
dents cannot afford.

Supporters of the deci-
sion held that the regula-
tions need to be amended
in order to encourage de-
velopment in the city,
which has become all the
more challenging amid the
pandemic economy.

Mayor Miguel Pulido said
the pandemic has stalled
construction in the city.

“We are in this pandemic
right now and so I think it’s
fundamental to try to figure
out how to lower the
threshold to entry into con-
struction here in town,”
Pulido said. “... There hasn’t
been any jobs for anybody
because there is no con-
struction whatsoever. I
would think for now it
would be most prudent to
try to stimulate things.”

Several residents echoed
Sarmiento’s position, point-
ing to the threat of evictions
and homelessness.

The City Council has
sought to aid residents with
rent and evictions freezes.
But residents are concerned
about what happens to
them after those expire.

“Housing is a human
right,” said resident Lindsay
Anderson. “People are hun-
gry and people are working
multiple jobs for their fam-
ilies. At the same time, try-
ing to stay safe and protect
their families. You’re just
adding more problems on
top of that. Homelessness is
growing so much in Santa
Ana, and you guys live in
such a position of privilege
to turn the other way com-
pletely unaffected.”

City Council candidate
Jessie Lopez said the Hous-
ing Opportunity Ordinance
is beneficial to the commu-
nity and shouldn’t be
amended.

“It allows us to have the
opportunity to have afford-
able housing that meets our
unique needs,” Lopez said.
“However, we have people
at the dais that prioritize
developers over the people
they were elected to repre-
sent. Why are the concerns
of developers being pri-
oritized over the needs of
our families? Real estate de-
velopers are bottom-line
oriented. They care about
profit, not about the well-

being of our community or
the character of our neigh-
borhood.”

Councilman Phil Bacerra
contended that the Hous-
ing Opportunity Ordinance
hasn’t worked in its original
iteration, pointing out that
no in-lieu fees had been
collected over the last fiscal
year and there has only
been $17 million collected
from the fees since the ordi-
nance’s inception.

“The intentions behind
the [Housing Opportunity
Ordinance] were good but
the HOO has failed to deliv-
er on its promises,” Bacerra
said.

Bacerra also pointed out
that the city has seen the
construction of more than
1,000 affordable housing
units over the last several
years, which is eight times
more than the state-man-
dated goals for affordable
housing.

Mayor Pro Tem Juan Vil-
legas agreed that Santa Ana
has been a “champion” of
affordable housing.

“We can’t be the afford-
able housing area for the
entire county,” Villegas said.
“These other cities need to
do the same thing, they
need to step up.”

Santa Ana rolls back affordable housing restrictions on developers
BY BEN BRAZIL

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @benbrazilpilot

Local Black activists will
discuss next steps in the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment on Sunday at a “Re-
imagine Liberty” social jus-
tice forum in Santa Ana.

The event will feature “an
intentional and honest dis-
cussion about the intersec-
tions of blackness that have
not found protection under
the global outcry that Black
life matters.”

The event was organized
by Ferin Kidd, who runs lo-
cal activist group Black OC,
and Blvck Womxn World-
wide, an international non-
profit established for the
advancement of “Blvck
womxn.” The modified
spelling is used as an inclu-

sive term.
“We want to address

what all forms of blackness
look like so we can revisit
this concept of what Black
lives we are talking about
when we say Black Lives
Matter,” said Kira Lee, co-
founder and chief executive
of Blvck Womxn World-
wide. “It’s a unification of
the [Black, Indigenous Peo-
ple of Color] community.”

The event will be held at
3 p.m. in Sasscer Park,
which many activists refer
to as “Black Panther Park.”

Attendees must wear
masks and practice social
distancing.

The event will feature a
panel discussion from sev-
eral local activists, includ-
ing Sarah Sulewski from OC

Protests, Alicia Crooks of
the Young Black Profession-
als of Orange County, Dot
McDonald of the Fire Love
Podcast and Karlton Phresh
of Function Presents.

The panelists will discuss
various forms of identity
and how they fit into the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment.

“There are a couple of in-
tersections of blackness
that have not found protec-
tion in that thought,” Lee
said.

Speakers will also ad-
dress the killing of Breonna
Taylor, who was shot and
killed by Louisville police
carrying out a “no knock”
search warrant at her Ken-
tucky home, and the “nor-
malizing” of violence

against Black women.
Blvck Womxn Workdwide

will be holding this same
event in Detroit and Wash-
ington, D.C., in the next
several weeks. It was held in
Los Angeles earlier this
month.

Lee said her organization
chose Orange County as a
venue for the event because
there has been a lot of dis-
cussion on social media
about a history of racial in-
justice in the county.

“As people are becoming
more educated on what the
symptoms look like, they
recognize it has been in
their backyard the entire
time,” Lee said of police vi-
olence.

Lee said the county is
stratified between two reali-

ties — the affluent and the
rest. Yet, affluent communi-
ties in the county are being
forced to reckon with this
movement for the first time
as activism becomes more
widespread, she said.

“You all have a very vi-
brant activist community,”
Lee said of Orange County.
“You have an extremely in-

telligent, vocal, passionate
millennial base in Orange
County. You have a very
savvy social media pres-
ence in Orange County.”

For more information on
the event, visit bit.ly/
3iXrp2D.

Black activists to hold ‘Reimagine
Liberty’ forum at Santa Ana park

Screenshot from YouTube

JAYNERENEEAPPEARS in aadvertisement for the
ReImagineLibertySocial JusticeForumSunday inSantaAna.
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DEB’S STORY

“Hoag was the only
OC hospital with the
Phase 1 clinical trial
that saved my life.”
Hoag Family Cancer Institute has the largest Phase 1 clinical
trials program in Orange County—and ranks in the top
10% of cancer programs nationwide. It was here that Deb
became one of only 12 people in the world with advanced
lung cancer to receive this new cancer therapy. Deb chose
Hoag, where cancer meets its match.

(800) 408-0440
hoaghealth.org/health

Your health care
choices matter.
Choose Hoag.
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“We utilize a progressive
discipline model for in-
mates who violate jail rules,
and disciplinary housing is
a last resort. The Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment is committed to pro-
viding a safe environment
for the inmates entrusted to
our care.”

Ramirez said inmates are
confined for 23 hours a day
with limited access. She
said they hear from inmates
who are placed in disci-
plinary housing for “arbi-
trary reasons.”

According to the Sheriff’s
Department custody opera-
tions manual, Orange
County jail inmates cannot
be placed into disciplinary
housing for more than 30

days without three “relief”
days.

An inmate in disciplinary
housing loses privileges for
television, outdoor recre-
ation, public visits, person-
al phone calls, access to
newspapers and other pub-
lications, cards or games
and “unnecessary inmate
movement” outside of the
cell.

Orange County jail in-
mates may be placed into
disciplinary housing for not
obeying directives from
staff, not showing respect
to staff or causing a disturb-
ance in the jail, according
to the manual.

Rules for respecting staff
include not making “false
statements” to jail staff and
referring to them by their ti-
tle — “Deputy,” “Sir” and
“Nurse” are the examples
given by the manual. In-

mates cannot call staff by
their first name.

Medical and mental
health staff is supposed to
clear inmates prior to being
placed in disciplinary hous-
ing.

However, Ramirez is con-
cerned that inmates with
mental health issues are
wrongfully subjected to dis-
ciplinary housing, which
further exacerbates their
psychological issues.

“Someone in a full men-
tal health crisis may be ex-
periencing some level of
paranoia and doesn’t really
comprehend what is being
asked of them — those
folks are often written up
for failing to obey a direc-
tive from jail staff,” Ramirez
said.

“People with mental
health needs are essentially
being punished for being in

a mental health crisis and
because the department
has no idea how to deal
with the situation, those
people get written up and

thrown in the hole, which
we know will only exacer-
bate the trauma they are
experiencing.”

Canales and Ramirez said

the Orange County jails
have been using disci-
plinary housing as a means
to social distance during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Braun denied that the
department is doing this.
However, the custody oper-
ations manual states that
disciplinary housing may
be used for “medical quar-
antine.”

More recently, Canales
helped advocate for Orange
County inmates during a
hunger strike at Theo Lacy
jail in early July. Inmates
demanded a return to hot
meals and family visita-
tions, which had been dis-
continued due to the virus.
Martinez took part in that
strike as well.

Canales said she has
been working to get the
Sheriff’s Department to al-
low those in disciplinary
housing to be able to pur-
chase food from the com-
missary to supplement the
minimal food they are get-
ting during the pandemic.

The Sheriff’s Department
manual states that inmates
in confinement are sus-
pended from using the
commissary.

Canales said she doesn’t
trust Orange County law
enforcement due to a track
record of misleading the
public, pointing to the evi-
dence mishandling and il-
legal jailhouse informant
scandals. The Orange
County jails were also
caught recording thou-
sands of calls between in-
mates and their attorneys
over several years.

“There is zero account-
ability for misconduct in
Orange County,” Canales
said.

The ACLU has been
working to get better condi-
tions in Orange County jails
and two Orange County
Grand Jury reports over the
last few years found defi-
ciencies with jail condi-
tions.

Canales said she will con-
tinue to advocate for an
end to solitary confinement
in Orange County and at
the state level, drawing on
her experiences and those
of her son.

“There is no one better
equipped to lead this fight,”
Ramirez said.

Barbara Davidson | Los Angeles Times

DEMONSTRATORS GATHER in Los Angeles for a rally held in support of Pelican Bay State Prison inmates in 2013 during a prisoner hunger strike.

Alexander Gallardo | Los Angeles Times

AGUARDSTANDSat the JamesA.MusickFacility in Irvine.

Continued from page R1
SOLITARY

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @benbrazilpilot
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Please call 949.377.0242 to schedule
a personalized tour.

24962 Calle Aragon • Laguna Woods
LasPalmasSeniorLiving.com •949.377.0242

RCFE# 306005349EQUALHOUSINGOPPORTUNITY

It’s not to say that dementia isn’t an emotional
and challenging disease. It’s just that when you see

the human instead of the disease you don’t see sadness.
You see life. You see history. You see achievements.

You see family. You see love.
And that’s howwe see it at Las Palmas.

We can help you with the challenges you’re facing.

This is whatmemory
care is all about.

CARF-ACCREDITED
INDEPENDENT & ASSISTED LIVING,

AND MEMORY CARE
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www.dental2000.comwww.dental2000.com

LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

IRVINE:
33 Creek Rd, STE 210-B

Call to book your FREE Consult Now!

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

In House CT Scan Available

866-307-1316Se Habla
Espanol

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

$799*SINGLESINGLE
IMPLANTIMPLANT

*Expires 9/4/20. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.HEALTHCARE FINANCING FOR YOUR PRICELESS SMILE.
*OAC PORCELAIN

CROWN
CROWN

ROOT
ABUTMENT

POST
a.k.a

IMPLANT
BODY

FIXTURE
a.k.a

23*Expires 9/4/20. Must qualify for procedure, crestal
approach only. Cannot be combined with insurance fees.

New Patients only. Cannot be combined with other coupons.

FREE SINUS LIFT
(WITH MINIMAL 2 IMPLANTS)

Before After

Dental Implant

Grafted bone

923,*Expires 9/4/20. Cannot be combined
with insurance Fees. New patients only.
Cannot be combined with other coupons.

1 FREE
EXTRACTION

WITH
IMPLANT SURGERY
(MINIMUM 2 IMPLANTS)(MINIMUM 2 IMPLANTS)

?
?
?

??

You CAN eat what you love again.

HAVE YOU LOST YOUR TEETH
BUT NOT YOUR APPETITE?

QUALITY PRODUCTQUALITY PRODUCT

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY

held June 13. It lasted nine
hours with about eight acts
ranging from classical solo
performances, folk and
blues tunes to puppet-
eering.

She described the days
before the event advertised
on social media as chaotic
— consisting of finding mu-
sicians, multiple WhatsApp
calls and making sure every
performer had the proper
equipment and software for
a live stream.

The event raised $2,000
and two donors matched
the funds for a total of
$6,000, which was donated
to Don’t Shoot Portland, a
Black-led civil rights agency
that recently filed a class-
action lawsuit against the
city of Portland alleging that
police used excessive force
indiscriminately.

“I didn’t know what to ex-
pect in terms of how much
money we could raise or
anything like that. But it

went really well and it was
well attended. So I decided
to continue,” Rooth said.

A second show was held
on Aug. 15 and raised
$1,158. The amount is less
than half of the funds raised
in the first concert so Rooth
extended the donation time
period through Aug. 22.

Nikolas Cayden Henson,
an Austin-based pianist and
singer, who performed last
Saturday under the moni-
ker Caydmo, said he found
out about the concert
through Craigslist and
wanted to contribute his
musical skills to its cause.

“Back in 2017, when the
Charlottesville tragedy took
place, I was living in China.
Reading about the gross in-
justices occurring in my
home country, I felt far-re-
moved and unable to help.
Still, I knew I wanted to
help in some way, and so at
that point I started to edu-
cate myself on the realities
of racism and privilege,”
Henson said.

Another performer Car-
los Vandal, lead singer and

guitar player of the Chilean
band Amoníaco, said he
found out about the con-
cert through other musician
friends and the protests in
the U.S. reminded them of
police brutality in Chile.

“We are supporting these
kinds of activities [because
of] the current situation
around the world [and] in
Chile, our country. We are
suffering from police and
military violence, especially
in the south where native
Chileans are being killed
and oppressed,” Vandal
said.

Both concert videos and
donation information are
available on Rooth’s web-
site. The total will be do-
nated to Critical Resistance,
an international organiza-
tion created in 1997 whose
founders include the likes
of Angela Davis, Ruth Wil-
son Gilmore and Rose Braz.

The organization is fo-
cused on ending the prison
industrial complex by fight-
ing plans to open new jails,
organizing against policing
and pushing to redirect re-

sources toward community
well-being.

“Much of our work is
done through long-term
campaigns that often take
years to win, so we don’t
have too much rapid
change in our work because
we keep our eyes on the
long term,” said Mohamed
Shehk, Critical Resistance
media and communica-
tions director over email.
“This year, we won two sig-
nificant victories: We
pushed the city of San Fran-
cisco to commit to closing a
longstanding jail, and we
abolished the gang policing
unit of the Portland Police
Bureau, a unit that almost
exclusively profiled Black
youth in Portland, Ore.”

He said when the organi-
zation receives donations, it
goes toward the day-to-day
essential functions like pay-
ing their small staff, print-
ing informational fliers and
organizing community
events with food, trans-
lation and American Sign
Language interpreters.

Critical Resistance was a

part of a class about aboli-
tion work taken by Rooth
recently to learn about what
defunding the police
means.

Rooth said, “It’s not just
about getting rid of the po-
lice and prison system. It’s
about actually addressing
the root problems instead
of just punishing people for
reacting to them.”

She isn’t new to anti-rac-
ist work.

“I’m a white woman and I
was raised in a very white
area ... in the Pacific North-
west and I started to get in-
volved with anti-racist work
when I left to do a yearlong
volunteer program right af-
ter I finished high school,”
Rooth said.

The program consisted of
studying systemic racism
while living and working in
low-income communities,
which were predominantly
Black.

“I care about this topic in
a more personal way be-
cause I have a couple of
men in my family who have
been in and out of the po-

licing and prison system,”
Rooth said. “I’ve seen first-
hand how destructive it is
to human wellness.”

She said one of her family
members, who was suicidal
and obtained a gun, ended
up in jail rather than having
easy access to mental
health resources.

“Along with [economic
impacts like difficulties in
job searching after being re-
leased] there’s a real de-
struction to people’s iden-
tity and how they view
themselves as being worthy
in a society,” Rooth said.
“That’s really painful to see
in people that I love.”

Rooth will continue to
curate virtual concerts sup-
porting social justice or-
ganizations throughout the
rest of the year.

The next virtual concert
will be held on Oct. 10. An
application for performers
who want to participate in
future shows is available
online.
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cess digital repository that
will house a series of collec-
tions including the Cam-
paign to Bring Mumia
Home archives.

Willoughby-Herard and
Jessica Millward, a UCI as-
sociate professor of history,
received a three-year
$271,902 UC-HBCU Path-
ways Grant to partner with
Morgan State University.

The purpose of the grant
is to attract and retain po-
tential undergraduate stu-
dents from HBCUs to UC
graduate programs, where
Black students are under-
represented. From 2015 to
2019, UC data shows African
American graduate student
enrollment stayed at 4%.

While students learned
how to apply to graduate
programs and met with UC
staff central to the applica-
tion process, they also
gained skills in Black digital
humanities and became fa-
miliar with important peo-
ple in the activist landscape
throughout six weeks in the
summer.

Millward initially brought
the archiving project idea to

Willoughby-Herard at a cof-
fee shop. She had followed
Abu-Jamal’s work and met
with him years back.

“We knew we wanted to
train the next generation of
scholars who would be do-
ing Black studies. At the
same time, I have a person-
al relationship with Mumia
... But it’s more than just
finding a project for a
grant,” Millward said.

She describes the archive
work as one part love letter
and one part Black radical
project born out of the de-
sire to make records of peo-
ple accessible to the masses
and future generations.

“The campaigns both to
keep him in prison and
those to liberate him repre-
sents one of the largest so-
cial movements in the U.S.
prior to George Floyd and
between the civil rights
movement ... To think that
the papers associated with
that movement and that
man can disappear — as
historians, as political scien-
tists and as activists — that
would be heartbreaking to
miss this moment. How
could we not document it?”
Millward said.

The Activist Studio West
archive collaborators in-

clude Johanna Fernandez,
Gina Dent, Elvia Arroyo-Ra-
mirez, Thuy Vo Dang, Krys-
tal Tribbett, Jewell C. Deb-
nam, LaShonda R. Carter
and Ella Turenne.

“It was uniquely a project
centered around a man, but
it was actually a project that
was really steeped in Black
feminist theory and Black
feminist practices,” said
Millward, referring to the ef-
forts to digitize the Cam-
paign to Bring Mumia
Home papers.

The first fellowship co-
hort launched in summer
2020. Although the UCI pro-
fessors partnered with Mor-
gan State because it’s close
to the nation’s capital and
the campus has a tradition
of mass communications
and activism, the four stu-
dents came from a variety
of HBCUs — Claflin, Clark
Atlanta, Howard and Lin-
coln universities.

“We really wanted to
make sure that we got a
spread of campuses and
that enabled us to also get a
kind of really generous
group of students ... HBCU
students are not just from
the U.S. South, they’re from
all over the world,”
Willoughby-Herard said.

Due to COVID-19, the
program was conducted vir-
tually, but students engaged
daily from their homes.
Some also participated in
protests in the wake of
George Floyd’s death.

“The intellectual tradition
of HBCUs are so rich. The
students are so ready, will-
ing and have the work ethic
that you want on a project
like this, a people’s project.
There were very few things
we did that threw them a
curve,” Millward said.

The first two weeks of the
program consisted of an
oral history boot camp hon-
ing in on research methods,
and the remaining weeks
were split with archive work
and graduate training such

as writing research propos-
als and how to ace GRE ex-
ams. Damien Sojoyner, Ali-
son Perlman, Judy Wu, and
Bridget Cooks served as UCI
faculty mentors.

Students also created
their own projects docu-
menting the life of a living
activist — choosing Colin
Kaepernick, Tarana Burke,
Bev Ditsie and Joan Gray.
They collected research that
could lead to full-length dis-
sertations.

“Having them be able to
use the [research methodol-
ogy and theoretical frame-
works] of the Campaign to
Bring Mumia Home papers
was really important for
them to be ready to ask the
proper and really thoughtful

questions of these living ac-
tivists who are more avail-
able to us than Mumia,”
Willoughby-Herard said.

The UCI professors are
still in the process of acquir-
ing and making collections
available but plan to have a
few things visible on the
web page in the fall.

“We hope we’ve planted a
seed that will carry some of
them into their graduate ca-
reer,” Millward said.

Willoughby-Herard noted
that parents often don’t re-
alize that degrees in hu-
manities and social sciences
are connected to great jobs.
She said there is a lot of cre-
ative work to be done in the
study of American political
movements and humanistic
research.

“Parents probably might
rethink [their response]
when students come home
and say, ‘I want to major in
African American studies,’ ”
Millward added. “If ever
there was a moment that
this nation needed to
understand the diverse his-
tory, tragedy and triumph of
African Americans, this
spring is a perfect example.”
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“The intellectual tradition of
HBCUs are so rich. The students
are so ready, willing and have the
work ethic that you want on a
project like this, a people’s
project. There were very few
things we did that threw them a
curve.”

— Jessica Millward
UCI associate professor of history
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Send us your picks today!

On Sunday, November 15, we’ll announce Orange County’s favorite
people, places and services in our special section—Times OC’s Best of

2020.Winners get Times OC’s Best of 2020 seal and award certificate to
display in their business.

Nominations: July 20 – August 23 • Voting: September 1 – 30

Submit your nominations today at
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ENTERTAINMENT & LIVING
Beach
Best City
Best OC Event
Best Sports Team
College or University
Live Music Venue
Live Theater
Museum
Orange County Attraction

FOOD & DRINK
24 Hour Restaurant
Bakery
Bar
BBQ Restaurant
Best Craft Brewery
Breakfast
Brunch
Chinese Restaurant
Coffeehouse
Desserts
Hamburger
Italian Restaurant
Mexican Restaurant
Pizza Restaurant
Seafood Restaurant
Steakhouse

Sushi Restaurant
Thai Restaurant
Wine Selection

HEALTH &WELLNESS
Chiropractic
Cosmetic Surgery Group
Dental Implants Office
General Dentist Office
Health & Fitness Club
Hearing Aid Clinic
Hospital
Medical Group

HOME & GARDEN
Doors & Windows
Flooring/Carpet Store
Furniture Store
Heating & Air Conditioning
Kitchen & Bath
Nursey/Garden Center
Outdoor Living
Pest Control
Plumber
Solar Power

LUXURY OC LIFE
Best Casino Destination
Best OC Resort Hotel
Day Spa
Golf Course
Jeweler
Luxury Auto Dealer
Shopping Destination

PETS
Cutest Dog
Cutest Cat

REAL ESTATE
Commercial Real Estate Company
Mortgage/Home Loan Provider
New Home Builder
Real Estate Agent
Real Estate Brokerage

SENIOR LIVING
Assisted Living
Health Insurance
Home Care Agency
Medical Equipment
Retirement Community
Senior Leisure
Senior Transportation

SHOPPING & SERVICES
Appliance Store
Auto Dealer Domestic
Auto Dealer Import
Bank
Camera Store
Charity
Golf Store
Independent Grocer
Legal Firm
Local Credit Union
Motorcycle/Off Road Vehicle Dealer
Pet Boarding/Grooming
Daycare
Pet Clinic
Pet Store
RV Sales and Service
Surf Shop
Thrift Store
Tire Store
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