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Descanso Restaurant, a mod-
ern taqueria in Costa Mesa, is
known for its plancha dining,
where guests watch the food pre-
pared in front of them on a flat
iron grill, or plancha.

Descanso, which celebrates its
three-year anniversary on Nov. 18,
has been compared to Benihana’s,
and while the concepts are simi-
lar, Descanso borrows more from
street tacos than teppanyaki.

“I think where people draw
comparison is the setup and lay-
out, but that is where the similar-
ities end,” Descanso owner Rob
Arellano said.

Descanso has large flat iron
grill tables inside the restaurant,
with overhead fans and seating
for up to 10 guests to gather
around them.

Multicourse meals last about 90
minutes with a planchero ex-

plaining and preparing each dish.
But don’t expect teppanyaki an-

A la plancha: HowDescansoRestaurant handles the heat

Photos courtesy
of Descanso
Restaurant

DESCANSO IS
known for its
plancha
dining, where
guests watch
the food
prepared in
front of them
on a flat iron
grill, or
plancha.

OWNER ROB ARELLANO stands
inside his Descanso Restaurant.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Descanso, page A5

Art has always been a part of Sunny Kim’s
life, from when she was a little girl in Seoul,
South Korea, to her life now in Aliso Viejo.

Her father was a dentist, but he’d painted
in his childhood through middle school, and
Kim ventures that being an artist has been in
her genes from the start.

Art took Kim from Seoul National Uni-
versity to New York, then to Los Angeles be-
fore she arrived in Orange County.

But it was only about 20 years ago after she
watched a video by astronomer Carl Sagan
that Kim became fascinated by the cosmos,
its power and the speed of light and energy,
she said.

Kim, who describes herself as religious,
said she also sees God in the universe and re-
flects that belief in her art.

Seventeen of her paintings are on exhibit at
the Newport Beach Public Library through
Jan. 7 as part of a city program run by the
Newport Beach Arts Commission.

“The theme is always cosmic dreams or
starry nights,” Kim said, adding she picked
the paintings featured in the gallery based on
the size and scale of the space given to her.

The show itself is called “Capture the Emo-
tions of the Cosmos.”

Arts commission chair Arlene Greer said
the city exhibits artists’ work in the library’s
gallery space for two-month periods
throughout the year. Many of the artists ap-
ply at least two years in advance of their actu-
al showings.

“The library is a very popular space. Thou-
sands of people pass through that lobby

Aliso Viejo artist ‘captures the emotions of
the cosmos’ in Newport library exhibition

Courtesy of Sunny Kim

SUNNYKIM’Swork isonexhibit at theNewport
BeachPublicLibrary throughearly January. See Artist, page A6

BY LILLY NGUYEN

In early celebration of what will
be the 75th anniversary of the
Newport Ocean Sailing Assn. next
year, the mayors of Newport Beach
and Ensenada met at the Bahia
Corinthian Yacht Club on Friday —
a meeting that officials say hasn’t
happened in at least 10 years.

Newport Beach Mayor Brad
Avery and Ensenada, Mexico, May-
or Armando Ayala exchanged
proclamations and pins represent-
ing the emblems of their respective
cities in acknowledgment of the
diplomatic importance of the
Newport to Ensenada Interna-
tional Yacht Race, which was first
held in 1948.

The association was founded in
1947.

Commodore Mary Bacon said
the meeting Friday was brought
forward by Ayala and his staff, who
have been visiting Ensenada’s
other sister cities throughout
Southern California, including
Downey, Redondo Beach and Riv-
erside.

Bacon said she felt the meeting
was symbolic in that it allows the
mayors to meet face to face and
connect.

“It’s ... opening the door to ca-
maraderie and communication
and setting the precedent also for
the future,” Bacon said, adding
that the impetus for the meeting
was not necessarily because of the
anniversary but is significant in re-
lationship to it nonetheless. “I
think this is a pretty big deal that
they’re even doing this.”

Melanie and Victor Woodworth,
who sit on the Newport Beach Sis-
ter City Assn. for Mexico, said that
Newport Beach and Ensenada
have been sister cities since 2006.

Next year’s race, which will take
place in April, will be the 74th as
the organization marks its 75th an-
niversary. Bacon said a celebration
is planned for the end of the race
that weekend.

“We are very thankful that you
took the time and had the desire to
meet with us about the Newport to
Ensenada race,” Avery said in a
toast to Ayala and the meeting. “It
takes effort to keep the relation-
ship going, to keep it solid and we
really appreciate the effort that you
made Mr. Mayor, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent ... and it’s been a long time, so
it’s good. Especially after COVID, it
all stopped.”

“The momentum stopped, so
this is very helpful for us to come
together to make sure that next
year — the 75th — is great and
we’ll see a lot of boats and a lot of
sailors,” Avery said.

Yacht
race
cities’
mayors
mingle
TheheadsofNewport
BeachandEnsenada toast
the75thanniversary
of theNewportOcean
SailingAssn.nextyear.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

SeeMayors, page A6

F or Vanessa Yeager, surfing
was more than a sport, it
was a calling.

Growing up in Moreno Valley,
she visited nearby Lake Perris
with her family and often water
skied on weekends. She’d let go
of the rope and ride in the boat’s
wake to feel like she was surfing.

“I thought, man, if there were
just waves, we could surf and not
just water ski,” Yeager recalled.

There was something compel-
ling about the surf culture, how it
seemed to epitomize the Cali-
fornia vibe. Enthralled by old TV
shows and movies like “Beach
Blanket Bingo,” she aspired to be

the Latina version of Gidget.
At 14, she and a friend took old

boards out to San Clemente and
tried to teach themselves. Their
efforts, like their bodies, were
unceremoniously tossed by wave
after wave.

“It was a total disaster. We
didn’t have any proper training,”
said the Costa Mesa resident,
now 38. “But even though it was
a disaster, we loved it.”

Yeager moved to Newport
Beach the December she turned
18. She enrolled in Orange Coast
College and immediately signed
up for a surfing class, the only
formal instruction she would

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

COSTAMESA resident Vanessa Yeager often joins other surfers she’s met through her online groups, WomenWho Surf and the Latinx Surf Club.

Making waves through Latinx
Surf Club, WomenWho Surf

Courtesy of Vanessa Yeager

YEAGER,RIGHT, teachesa surf lesson inApril. Yeager foundedWomen
WhoSurf and theLatinxSurfClub towelcomemorepeople into thesport.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Surf, page A4
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FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
949.239.7112 | tbfurniturenewport.com | Atrium Court entrance across from Starbucks

Don’t Miss our Final Sale of the Year!

Home for the Holidays

ACROSS
1 __-winded; too
wordy
5 Cutlass or Alero
9 Mont Blanc's
range
13 __ these days;
eventually
15 Food regimen
16 Gather crops
17 Cast member
18 Belittle
20 Encountered
21 Flamenco
dance shout
23 Destroyed
24 Company
shunner
26 Gun the engine
27 Sham; artificial
29 Cut in two
32 Endures
33 Bridges
35 Know-__;
expertise
37 Eerie saucers
38 Injured arm
support
39 Princess
Charlotte's mum
40 Jewel
41 Light hue
42 Sunday
donation
43 Kick oneself for
45 Sampled
46 Get __ of; shed
47 Throw water
on
48 Ask for a new
trial
51 Scrap of cloth
52 Motor homes,
for short
55 Poet Samuel
Taylor __
58 Customary
practice
60 Three-__ sloth
61 __ happy
camper; sorehead
62 Hidden
treasure
63 Murder
64 TV's "The __
Doctor"
65 Reason to
study

DOWN
1 Rich soil
2 "__ upon a time"
3 Irritating
4 Sticky stuff
5 Stranger
6 Whopper
7 Lion's lair
8 Up and about

9 Show up
10 Thin
11 Liver spread
12 __ away;
hightailed it
14 Pieces of fern
19 Uncertain
answer
22 Zodiac sign

25 On the __;
feuding
27 Sink stopper
28 Less risky
29 Thorn in one's
side
30 Motormouth
31 __ max; fully
33 Narrow cut
34 Glutton
36 Dandelion, for
one
38 Very young
plant
39 Sign of
affection
41 Prickly plant
42 Instructed
44
Moneygrubbing
45 "Ode __
Nightingale"
47 Great fear
48 Performs
49 Swimmer's
place
50 Entreaty
53 Paper towel
brand
54 Bud holder
56 Scooby-__;
cartoon dog
57 Classic Pontiac
59 "You __ what
you eat"

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Davis Magnet
School principal
surprised with
national award

Newport-Mesa Unified
officials traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., earlier this
month to accept an award
recognizing Davis Magnet
School as one of 325 Na-
tional Blue Ribbon
Schools. And, while at-
tending a Nov. 4 ceremony,
they received another
pleasant surprise.

Davis Principal Christy
Flores was one of eight
Blue Ribbon administra-
tors to receive a Terrel H.
Bell award for outstanding
school leadership from
U.S. Secretary of Educa-
tion Miguel A. Cardona.
The national award hon-
ors “school leaders who
are committed to educa-
tion as a powerful and lib-
erating force in people’s
lives.”

Andrea McGary, vice
president of Davis Mag-
net’s PTA, said she was not
surprised to learn Flores
had been nationally recog-
nized for her leadership.

“Her passion and vision
to make Davis the best
school for our students,
staff and families is evi-
dent in everything she
does,” McGary wrote in an
email. “She gives direction,
inspires us, and also treats
everyone as an equal team
player. [We are] so grateful
she’s our principal.”

Pageant of the
Masters reveals
2022 theme

After completing its re-
turn season from the
COVID-19 pandemic-in-
duced recess, the Pageant
of the Masters announced
this week that the theme
for next year’s show will be
“Wonderful World.”

“Wonderful World” will
transport the audience to
faraway lands and serve as
a celebration of cultures,
according to organizers.
The show is expected to
display images that will
take pageant-goers to 17

countries over a span of 90
minutes.

“One of my favorite her-
oines who provided inspi-
ration for next year’s pag-
eant is the intrepid Ameri-
can journalist: Nellie Bly,”
pageant director Diane
Challis Davy said in a
statement. “In the 1890s,
she attempted to travel
round the world in fewer
than 80 days, the chal-
lenge imagined in Jules
Verne’s fictional classic,
‘Around the World in 80
Days.’ We’re researching
her travel logs, diaries and
ephemera related to her
ambitious solo journey.
Did she accomplish her
mission? You’ll have to see
the show!”

Tickets for the new sea-
son of the Pageant of the
Masters will go on sale
Dec. 1 at Pageant
Tickets.com or by calling
(800) 487-3378. Advance
tickets start at $30 per per-
son.

Attendees of the show
this summer were treated
to “Made in America,”
which showcased tableaux
vivant re-creations of the
work of American artists.

Fountain Valley
set to host
holiday events

With the holidays just
around the corner, the city
of Fountain Valley invites
everyone to get into the

holiday spirit with a hand-
ful of holiday-themed
events. There will be a
tree- lighting ceremony at
Fountain Valley Sports
Park, 16400 Brookhurst St.,
on Dec. 4. The public is in-
vited to come out from
4:30 to 8 p.m. that evening.

In addition to the tree
lighting, there will also be
a snow zone area.

On Dec. 10, people are
invited to sit down for re-
freshments with one half
of the legendary holiday
couple, as Mrs. Claus re-
gales the community with
holiday stories.

The “Cookies with Mrs.
Claus” event will take
place from 6 to 8 p.m. At-
tendees must register prior
to the event, which costs
$8 per person.

Then on Dec. 11, meet
the jolly old man himself,
as “Breakfast with Santa”
will take place from 8:30 to
11 a.m. Preregistration is
required for this event, too,
and the cost is $15 per per-
son. It will include a pan-
cake breakfast, carnival
games, crafts and, of
course, participants will
have their picture taken
with Santa.

The events with Santa
and Mrs. Claus are at the
Fountain Valley Recreation
Center, which is located at
the same address as Foun-
tain Valley Sports Park.
Registration is available
through the city website.

— From staff reports

AROUND TOWN

Courtesy of Davis Magnet PTA

DAVISMAGNET SCHOOL Principal Christy Flores,
center, with teacher Lisa Holman and Newport-Mesa
Unified Supt. Wesley Smith at a Nov. 4 National Blue
Ribbon Schools award ceremony in Washington, D.C.
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THE WAREHOUSE

Shop a wide assortment of women’s
luxury apparel and accessories

17421 Derian Ave, Irvine, CA 92614

We gladly accept credit cards, debit and cash. No checks.
All sales are final. No bags allowed inside of the sale.

We reserve the right to refuse anyone. We will be following
the recommendations of public health officials regarding safety
protocols and space capacity. We humbly ask that you practice

social distancing and wear a face mask while shopping.

SALE

Saturday, November 20th 2021
9AM – 2PM

Sunday, November 21st 2021
10AM – 1PM

*The value listed is per booking and equals the total of the More Fun offer1 plus the AAA Travel Savings offer2. 1More Fun Offer: Valid on new bookings made between October 23 –
December 22, 2021 for travel through December 31, 2022. Minimum five-night stay at participating AAA Vacations® properties required. $150 activity voucher (standard Member Benefit
$50 activity voucher) is nonrefundable, nontransferable, has no cash value and applies to the following destinations: Mexico, Hawai‘i, Central & South America and select Caribbean
destinations. Savings not reflected in rates shown and applies to the following destinations: USA (excluding Hawai’i), Canada – $75 savings (standard Member Benefit $25 savings);
Australia, New Zealand, Europe, Asia, select Caribbean destinations (Anguilla, Barbados, Bermuda, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Curaçao, Grand Cayman, Grenada, Martinique, St.
Barts, St. Croix, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Martin and St. Maarten, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Turks & Caicos), Tahiti (French Polynesia), Fiji and Cook Islands – $150 savings (standard
Member Benefit $50 savings). 2AAA Travel Savings Offer: Only valid on qualified bookings made with participating AAA preferred travel providers made through your local AAA Travel
Advisor, minimum purchase required to qualify for offer. Maximum one (1) travel credit per booking. Offer valid only on new bookings made on or after October 1, 2021 with deposit
or full payment no later than December 31, 2021 for travel commencing no later than December 31, 2022. Incentive will be provided to lead client/trip payee following trip departure.
Paid-in-full bookings: bookings of $15,000+ qualify to receive a $750 credit; bookings of $12,000 – 14,999 qualify to receive a $500 credit; bookings of $10,000 – 11,999 qualify to receive
a $300 credit; bookings of $8,000 – 9,999 qualify to receive a $200 credit; bookings of $4,000 – 7,999 qualify to receive a $150 credit; bookings of $2,000 – 3,999 qualify to receive a
$100 credit. Booked and paid-in-full travel credit value requires payment-in-full at time of booking. Deposited bookings: bookings of $15,000+ qualify to receive a $375 credit; bookings
of $12,000 – 14,999 qualify to receive a $250 credit; bookings of $10,000 – 11,999 qualify to receive a $150 credit; bookings of $8,000 – 9,999 qualify to receive a $100 credit; bookings of
$4,000 – 7,999 qualify to receive a $75 credit; bookings of $2,000 – 3,999 qualify to receive a $50 credit. Valid only on cruise or tour bookings provided through one of AAA’s preferred
travel providers; not valid on Fly/Drive packages. Incentives cannot be substituted, are nonrefundable, and nontransferable. The promotion’s Gift Card merchants are subject to change
at any time and are not endorsed by or affiliated with AAA, nor are such merchants considered sponsors or co-sponsors of this promotion. AAA disclaims responsibility for any products
or services purchased using a gift card provided under the promotion. Gift cards/certificates are subject to the issuing merchant’s terms and conditions, which are subject to change
at merchant’s sole discretion. A U.S. address is required for delivery.3Rate is per person, land only, based on double occupancy, for check-in on March 21, 2022 in city view king room
accommodations at Sheraton Waikiki and includes government taxes. 4Rate is per person, land only, based on double occupancy, for check-in on March 21, 2022 in deluxe king room
accommodations at Krystal Grand Los Cabos, All-Inclusive and includes government taxes. 5Rate is per person, land only, based on double occupancy, for check-in on March 21, 2022
in queen room accommodations at DoubleTree by Hilton Rome Monti and includes government taxes. A mandatory city tax of EUR 6.00 per person, per night (subject to change) is
payable directly to the hotel. 6Kids 17 and younger stay free in same room as adults using existing bedding at Sheraton Waikiki. Occupancy limits apply.
AAA Travel Alert: Many travel destinations have implemented COVID-19-related restrictions. Before making travel plans, check to see if hotels, attractions, cruise lines, tour operators,
restaurants and local authorities have issued health and safety-related restrictions or entry requirements. The local tourism board is a good resource for updated information. Unless
otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are
additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking.
Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise
rates capacity-controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits & savings which may vary based on departure date. Rates may be subject to
increase after full payment for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees & supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other restrictions may apply. Not responsible for errors or
omissions. The Automobile Club of Southern California acts as an agent for Pleasant Holidays®. CST 1016202-80.
To learn how we collect and use your information, visit the privacy link at AAA.com. ©2021 Automobile Club of
Southern California. All Rights Reserved.

ASK YOUR AAA TRAVEL ADVISOR
ABOUT OTHER DESTINATIONS

AND ADDED VALUES!

TROPICAL ESCAPES

O’ahu, Hawai’i
5 nights from $9733 LAND ONLY

Los Cabos,
Mexico

5 nights from $5134 LAND ONLY

EUROPEAN GETAWAY

Rome, Italy
5 nights from $5515 LAND ONLY

YOUR VACATION MAY INCLUDE:
All-Inclusive Meals or Kids 17 & Under Stay Free6

$$900900
On Select Pleasant Holidays Vacations

GET UP TO
In Added
Value Per
Booking*

*The value listed is per booking and equals the total of the More Fun offer1

More Savings
More

Fun!
Book By December 22, 2021

CALL: 866.624.3380

VISIT: YOUR LOCAL AAA TODAY
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Carol Cormaci

Managing Editor
carol.cormaci@latimes.com

———
Raymond Arroyo

Advertising Director
(714) 966-4608

———
Address

10540 Talbert Ave.,
Suite 300 West,

Fountain Valley, CA 92708
———

Business Office
(714) 966-4600

Newsroom
(714) 966-4699

Sports
(714) 966-4612

TCN Classifieds
800-234-4444

TCN Legal Phone
888-881-6181

TCN Legal Email
LALegal@latimes.com

COMPANY INFO

The Daily Pilot,
established in 1907, is
published Wednesday

through Sunday by Times
Community News, a
division of the Los

Angeles Times.
Subscriptions are
available only by

subscribing to The Times,
Orange County.

© 2021 Times Community News.
All rights reserved.

A Times Community News publication incorporating
the Huntington Beach Independent, Coastline Pilot,

Orange Coast Daily Pilot and the Newport Harbor
News Press combined with Daily Pilot

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

A little Hollywood
influence touched
the O.C. crowd at the

12th annual Oceana
SeaChange gathering. Actor
Ted Danson joined interna-
tionally recognized ocean
conservationist Alexandra
Cousteau, a senior advisor
to Oceana, for the dinner
event that unfolded at the
Cahill estate on a Laguna
cliff fronting the Pacific
Ocean. Other luminaries in
the crowd were Danson’s
wife, Mary Steenburgen,
honoree Laura Dern and
Sam Waterston.

About 400 citizens raised
$1.5 million for the organi-
zation’s conservation pro-
grams. The important eve-
ning focusing on “the
plague of ocean plastic
pollution” among other
serious topics including
unchecked overfishing
depleting world food
sources, was chaired by
dedicated Oceana board
chair Valarie Van Cleave
sharing duties with Eliza-
beth Wahler and assisted
by vice-chair Jeff
Blasingame.

Headlining the party was
Jackson Browne and band.
In the crowd moving to
Browne hits including
“Running on Empty,” were
Sally Pressman, Austin
Nichols, Angela Kinsey,
Oscar Nunez, Jason and
Ashley Wahler, James San-
dler, Tricia and Michael
Berns and Jean and Jim
Weiss. Also on hand for the
event, having come in from
New York, was Oceana CEO
Andy Sharpless.

Commenting on the dire
situation with disposable
plastics filling the ocean,
Sharpless said, “We’ll get
this done in the next five
years.”

Oceana has been instru-
mental in securing policy
victories protecting the
ocean from plastic in na-
tions including Peru, Belize
and Europe.

——-
Comic Jay Leno, well-

known former host of “The
Tonight Show,” will head-
line a dinner-fundraiser

Dec. 10 at Balboa Bay Re-
sort, Newport Beach ben-
efiting the Salvation Army
Orange County. The eve-
ning on the coast is billed
as a “Night for Others” and
its goal is to raise significant
funding for a Salvation
Army project in O.C. called
Center of Hope, a 325-bed
low-barrier emergency
shelter.

The center will also pro-
vide a 72-bed permanent
supportive housing wing,
onsite medical and dental
care, in addition to a 175-
bed drug and alcohol reha-
bilitation center. The ambi-
tious project is estimated to
cost in the realm of
$34.5 million, located on 6.8
acres in the city of Ana-
heim.

“Homelessness is a grow-

ing crisis for too many men
and women in Orange
County. The Salvation Army
Orange County brings hope
to a community of people
who desperately need the
opportunity to redirect their
lives, said Salvation Army
Capt. Nesan Kistan. “With
the community’s help, the
Center of Hope will trans-
form the lives of many men
and women.”

——-
The Beach Ball Gala

turned up the party volume
at Hotel Paséa, Huntington
Beach for the advocates of
Childhelp turning out for
the 7th annual fall gala in
the O.C. Linda Burns and
Kelly Haugen co-chaired
the evening, raising some
$300,000 for Childhelp
outreach dedicated to stop-

ping child abuse and ne-
glect.

The seriousness of child
abuse prevention is a cause
close to the heart of Child-
help donors including
event sponsors and under-
writers Jacquie and
Michael Casey, Becky and
Gary Cooper, Patti and Jim
Edwards and Patricia and
Brent Ford. Also counted
on for support were Kelly
and Michael Haugen,
Kristin and David James,
Lil and Bill Knight and the
Minkoff family, who have
been long-time advocates
for Childhelp.

Woody and the Long-
boards entertained as the
crowd sampled a whiskey
tasting provided by
Macallan. Party planners
created a faux gambling
casino post dining and
dancing to the surf music. A
reality check came in the
form of the dinner address
from Christina Ruiz, a
former foster child now
associated with Childhelp
paying forward her life
lessons helping the most
vulnerable kids in need.

In the beach crowd were
Gina Van Ocker and Brad
Hinman, Diana and Chris
Miner, Julie and Mark
Adams, Katherine Mere-
dith, Joyce and Mark Si-
mon, Pam Pharris, Jill
Glick, Bill Peters and Susan
Hill. A special nod was paid
to Jonathan Hatam, recipi-

ent of Childhelp’s “Benevo-
lent Heart” Award 2021.

——
The season opener for

the O.C.’s celebrated Pacific
Chorale was a smashing
success, launching the
2021-22 performance year
with a grand night at the
Renée and Henry Seger-
strom Concert Hall.

Artistic director Robert
Istad led the Chorale per-
forming Rachmaninoff’s a
cappella “All-Night Vigil.”

Additionally, Istad pre-
sented premiere perform-
ances of commissioned
works including “The Still-
ness Chained” by Grammy-
nominated former Chorale
Composer-in-Residence
Tarik O’Regan. Still another
impressive premiere per-
formance featured the
composition of Damien
Geter’s “Cantata for a More
Hopeful Tomorrow.” So-
prano Aundi Marie Moore
starred with Pacific Sym-
phony’s cellist Warren
Hagerty accompanying.

Major support for the
Pacific Chorale comes from
ardent devotees Mary and
Phillip Lyons and Ling and
Charles Zhang.

——-
The community bids

farewell to admired Chap-
man University leader
Sheryl Bourgeois, executive
vice president and chief
advancement office of the
university. Serving Chap-
man and the community
for 24 years, Bourgeois has
seen and contributed to the
growth of the once small
local college into an inter-
nationally recognized uni-
versity. On Thursday, Chap-
man’s Wallace All Faiths
Chapel hosted a reception
honoring her service. Bour-
geois’ career will now take
on the role as president of
the Simon Foundation for
Education and Housing.

THE CROWD | B.W. COOK

Oceana SeaChange dinner raises $1.5M for ocean conservation efforts

B.W. COOK is editor of the
Bay Window, the official
publication of the Balboa Bay
Club in Newport Beach.

Courtesy of Ryan Miller

TED DANSON, Mary Steenburgen, honoree Laura Dern and
SamWaterston attend SeaChange event benefiting Oceana.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860
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RELIABLE
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ever receive.
But for all her passion

and persistence, there were
roadblocks.

“There wasn’t ever as
many women as there were
men, and it was very appar-
ent [surfing] was a male-
dominated world,” she said.
“Men weren’t as welcoming,
especially if you were learn-
ing. That’s surfing culture,
but it’s changing now.”

Yeager is doing her best
to help the change along. In
2014, she created the Face-
book group “Women Who

Surf,” for those who love
the sport as much as she
does. So far, the group
comprises nearly 22,000
followers from across the
globe.

“We are not super-
models. We’re moms. We
have curves. We’re all differ-
ent ages,” she said, chal-
lenging surf magazine
stereotypes of bikini-clad
babes. “We don’t have to
support these brands that
aren’t supporting us. We
can support each other.”

Aside from hosting local
meetups, Women Who Surf
is an international support
group that encourages girls
and women to do what they
love without fear of re-
proach. At times, Yeager
says, members play an
advocacy role.

For example, when surf
company O’Neill held a
competition in Santa Cruz
in October, members

learned female entrants
were competing for a top
prize of $1,000, compared
to the $10,000 offered male
competitors.

Women Who Surf mem-
bers stormed the internet
and, in a matter of hours,
O’Neill adjusted the wom-
en’s prize upward to
$10,000.

“I see the power of the
group,” Yeager said. “When
22,000 women who surf
take a stand together, we
can make ourselves heard.”

In 2017, she formed the
Latinx Surf Club, because
she wanted to create a
community of people like
her, who loved the sport but
who didn’t often see them-
selves represented in surf
culture.

Promoted through Face-
book and Instagram, the
group has become a bur-

Continued from page A1
SURF

See Surf, page A6

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

LATINX SURF CLUBmembers, from left, Travis Martinez, Alexandra Razo, Vanessa Yeager,
Susan Loya, Azalea Ugalde and Cesar Venegas gather at the Newport Beach Pier on Nov. 6.
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tics. Arellano said he drew
inspiration for his concept
from the trips to Mexico his
family took throughout his
childhood.

“I spent a lot of time
south of the border. Dad
would take me and my
brothers and he was always
in search of the ultimate
street vendor that served
the best tacos,” Arellano
said.

“My dad, he would make
us order in Spanish, and it
was always a fun experi-
ence, and that is really what
inspired this experience.”

Descanso opened in 2018
with the plancha dining ex-
perience at its center. So
how did an interactive
restaurant fare during the
pandemic?

“We are all about the at-
mosphere around the expe-
rience, so it was quite diffi-
cult for us,” Arellano said.

Descanso shifted its fo-
cus to takeout and in the
process developed ways to
improve its food.

“Our food didn’t travel
that well in the beginning,

and so we had to figure out
how to get it to people at
home, without sacrificing
flavor and quality,” Arellano
said.

Their blue corn tortilla
recipe was adjusted to cre-
ate a tortilla that wouldn’t
dry out and tear, for exam-
ple.

Arellano said the restau-
rant also utilized its patio,
adding heaters and bring-
ing in live music.

“Our patio wasn’t the fo-
cus of the design of the
restaurant, but it ended up
being a lifeline for us,” Arel-
lano said.

The last year makes the
upcoming third anniversa-
ry even more meaningful.

“The third year is the
golden year. Most restau-
rants can sneak in a second
year,” Arellano said. “And
the third year has been the
best year, even with the
pandemic.”

An anniversary celebra-
tion is planned for Thurs-
day at Descanso with live
music from 11:30 a.m. to
9 p.m., a photo booth and
new dishes from executive
chef Fonzy de Zuniga.

New menu highlights in-
clude Paraiso Huachi-

nango, a chili-seasoned
deep-fried whole red snap-
per served with guacamole,
pico de gallo, limes, side
salad and blue corn tor-
tillas.

“Chef Fonzy has many
talents, but one of his great
talents is that he is great at
deep fry rubs,” Arellano
said. “He created the most
flavorful dry rub for this red
snapper.”

Guests can toast the an-
niversary with celebratory
cocktails like the Despera-
do, made with Bacardi rum,
Cointreau, orgeat syrup,
tangerine juice and pineap-
ple juice.

“All day, in celebration,
we are doing half off select
margaritas, beers, tequila
flights and wine bottles,”
Arellano said.

He says Descanso has
much to toast to.

“As a restaurant owner
you kind of always think
about the longevity of your
concept,” Arellano said.
“And this anniversary
means more than any other
for us.”

Continued from page A1
DESCANSO

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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LSA is currently pursu-
ing Caltrans D12 RFQs
for (12A1946) On-Call
Environmental Generalist
Services and (12A1947)
Biological Services and
requests assistance from
CUCP certified DBE firms
capable of providing: bio
construction monitoring,
regulatory permitting,
special status species
work, surveys/monitor-
ing, preparation of NES
documents, water qual-
ity, hydrology, equity
analysis, public outreach,
traffic/transportation,
visual resources, pale-
ontology, geotechnical,
industrial hygienist, ROW,
CEQA/NEPA consulting,
historical resources, hy-
droacoustics, GIS, noise/
vibration studies, cultural
resources, air quality/
GHG, and coastal resourc-
es. If needed by qualify-
ing firms, LSA can assist
interested DBE firms in
obtaining bonding, lines
of credit and/or techni-
cal assistance related to
the requirements for the
scope of work. Addition-
ally, LSA can assist inter-
ested DBEs in obtaining
necessary equipment,
supplies, and materials.
Please send qualifications
for this opportunity no
later than Thursday, No-
vember 18th to market-
ing@lsa.net.
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gallery sometimes per
day, which is more than
some museums on a
slower day,” Greer said.

“It’s a highly sought af-
ter space to exhibit art-
works, and Sunny was
chosen and she is coming
into the gallery at a very
nice time of the year dur-
ing the holidays when
many many people visit
in addition to residents.
Her work will be viewed
by thousands of people.”

Greer said she, sculptor
Miriam Baker and fellow
Arts Commission member
Ritch LeGrand made up
the Art in Public Spaces
Committee in 2019, and
the three recommended
Kim’s work.

“For me, I can speak for
myself. It was two years
ago. I was drawn to her
color, texture, the bold-
ness of her work and the
fact that it just stood out,
and it was just lovely and
her presentation of her
work in the application
typically was representing
her images of the uni-
verse, the cosmos, the
heavens and what lies be-
yond the boundaries of
the physical world in the
spiritual realm and this is
right from her,” Greer
said.

“That expression really
carried over into her work
and the work that was
submitted for the submis-
sion.”

Kim describes her art as
abstract expressionism,
drawing upon the action-
painting style of Jackson
Pollock and the color-field
painting of Mark Rothko.

Kim said she had heard
almost 4,000 people
might see her paintings in
a day, a number that en-
couraged her to submit
her work.

“If people can see my
painting and feel some-
thing and become happy
to see my paintings
through the colors or the
composition or whatever,
that would make me very,
very happy,” she said.

Her ultimate goal is to
one day have a solo exhib-
ition at a museum — the
Museum of Modern Art in
New York, in particular.

“I want people to see
my paintings and be
happy,” Kim said.

Kim will be appearing
at a reception held by the
Newport Beach Arts
Foundation Saturday
afternoon to speak about
her work at the bamboo
courtyard of the Newport
Beach Main Library on
Avocado Avenue.

Continued from page A1
ARTIST

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Ayala said he and his staff
were happy to be part of the
organization for the event
and to meet with Newport
dignitaries.

“Seventy-five years of re-
lationships and friends,” Ay-
ala said.

“It’s very important to
make the space to come to
California,” Ayala said. “This
event, it’s a little event, pero,
but very important.”

Continued from page A1
MAYORS

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Scott Smeltzer
Staff

Photographer

MAYOR OF
Ensenada,

Mexico, Armando
Ayala meets

Newport Beach
Mayor Brad Avery
on Friday at the
Bahia Corinthian

Yacht Club in
honor of the

Newport Ocean
Sailing

Association’s
upcoming 75th

anniversary year.

geoning social club, whose
3,000 followers post pic-
tures of Latinx surfers ac-
complishing great feats and
who surf together regularly.

“I feel like it’s because
people want to see them-
selves as surfers,” Yeager
said of the group’s popu-
larity.

Among the club mem-
bers is Costa Mesa resident
Travis Martinez. The 25-
year-old first got on a board
in 2016 on a study abroad
trip to South Africa but
couldn’t get the hang of it.
After a few unsuccessful
attempts, in 2019, he began

going out regularly with his
brother-in-law, who intro-
duced him to Yeager.

Right off the bat, the two
hit it off. Martinez de-
scribed Yeager like a cheer-
leader, always encouraging
others.

“There are not a lot of
people in the water who
look like you, and it can be
intimidating if you don’t
know what you’re doing,”
he said. “Having the sup-
port of a community like
the Latinx Surf Club really
encourages me to get out
there and not be afraid of
anyone looking at me or
saying anything.”

Azalea Ugalde, 26, of
Santa Ana credits Yeager for
helping her overcome her

shyness and get up on the
board after multiple unsuc-
cessful attempts. Now, she
surfs three times a week.

“I was really grateful
Vanessa was there to teach
me and help me get out.
She was the main reason I
kept going and am still out
there,” Ugalde said. “She
really puts no labels on
anyone. She welcomes
everyone — I really love
that.”

These days, Yeager’s days
are packed. She teaches
special education at Hunt-
ington Beach Union High
School District Monday
through Friday, works as a
private certified surf coach
on Saturdays and spends
Sundays working at the

Huntington Beach Interna-
tional Surfing Museum,
where she’s also a board
member.

Still, she surfs nearly
every sunrise at Newport
Beach, often with members
of the groups she’s created.
Together, they are the com-
munity that previously
seemed to be missing.

“This is who I’ve always
wanted to be,” she said. “I
always joked I wanted to be
the Mother Theresa of
surfing. I think maybe
because I felt alone surfing,
being a woman and being a
minority. I don’t feel alone
anymore.”

Continued from page A4
SURF

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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