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L.aguna siblings building
bond on LEGO Masters

Bryan and Lauren Firks
are among the final
seven teams remaining
on the show that is in
its second season.

BY ANDREW TURNER

ost adults have prob-
ably wished at one
point or another that

they could turn back the clock.

Growing up is not easy, but
Laguna Beach siblings Bryan
and Lauren Firks have found a
lifelong hobby that has kept
them young in building with
LEGO.

That passion has now taken
the brother-sister duo on an
adventure, as they were se-
lected to compete on the sec-
ond season of the show LEGO

gan when their father brought
a set home for him when he

\ 7 /

THE FIRKS hold two of their favorite LEGO pieces, created in images
of themselves, at the LEGO store at the Shops in Mission Viejo.

when a targeted advertisement
provided the path toward get-
ting on the show.

When Bryan saw it on Face-
book, he sent a message to his
sister to see if she was inter-
ested, and she was all in.

Getting on the show has
allowed the siblings to share a
part of themselves that might
not otherwise be the first thing
that people learn about them.

For those that know them
well, like their significant oth-
ers, it is a different story.

“I've been building LEGO for
[my girlfriend] as gifts that
resonate with her,” Bryan said
of how his hobby spills over
into his relationship. “Her
favorite animal is a bunny, so I

built her a bunny.”
from scratch, and not long after Lauren, 22, said that her
that, he invited his sister to get ~ boyfriend also likes LEGO.

Doctors
say more

With Delta variant cases
rising in Orange County,
pediatricians are reporting
an increase in coronavirus
infections among children.

BY SARA CARDINE

As a more contagious Delta variant
takes root in Orange County and resi-
dents 12 and older get vaccinated, pe-
diatricians are reporting a noticeable in-
crease in coronavirus infections and
COVID-19  hospitalizations = among
young children, just weeks before the
start of school.

“Right now, were seeing a huge
uptick in the number of cases in chil-
dren,” said Dr. Chulie Ulloa, a pediatric
infectious disease physician scientist
and assistant professor of Pediatrics at
UC Irvine’'s School of Medicine. “And
unlike before, the children tend to be
more symptomatic.”

A recent report issued by the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics indicated the
number of infections among children
nationwide increased in the previous
week to 72,000 from around 39,000 the
week prior to that — a nearly 85% jump
in new cases.

And while kids were previously
thought to be less predisposed to suffer-
ing the worst symptoms of the virus, as
the Delta variant begins to proliferate,
more children are being admitted into
local hospitals.

Dr. Kate Williamson, a CHOC pediat-
rician and immediate past president of
the AAP’s Orange County chapter said
after a springtime lull, infections began
picking up in early July and have been
on the rise ever since.

“Were seeing the cases go up at
CHOC, both on the inpatient floor as
well as the ICU,” Williamson said. “And
we have kids who are really, really sick.”

A spokeswoman for Children’s Hospi-
tal Orange County on Friday confirmed
219 positive coronavirus tests were re-
corded in July, compared to 48 in June.

Among those, 27 children were hospi-
talized with COVID-19 last month,
whereas only 17 were admitted in June.

Between Thursday and Friday alone,
the daily number of new infections re-

in on the act, too.
It was evident that their

Masters.
For Bryan, 26, the obsession

was 3 years old.
Before long, he was disas-

They each own a key chain ported by the Orange County Health

with the miniature bricks be-

sembling the sets and building

hobby had caught up to them

See LEGO, page A6

See Sick, page A3

Laguna Beach Live! sets
dates for 2 jazz concerts

BY LILLY NGUYEN

Laguna Beach Live! is return-
ing to the Promenade on Forest
this Wednesday with Orange
County pianist Carol Roman.

Roman, a graduate of Cal
State Fullerton, is also a teacher,
songwriter and composer, and
will begin her performance on
Forest Avenue at 5:30 p.m.

Roman has released four CDs
and recently had her single,
“Hidden from View,” played on
KJAZZ.

The nonprofit organization

also announced it would bring
renowned trumpeter Bijon Wat-
son and the Latin Jazz Syndi-
cate, featuring Cuban vocalist
Adonis Puentes, to the Women’s
Club on St. Ann’s Drive this Sep-
tember.

They will perform at 5:30 p.m.
on Sept. 23, and a cocktail hour
is expected to precede the con-
cert.

Seating, however, is limited in
light of social distancing due to
the ongoing coronavirus pan-

See Jazz, page A6
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Gary Ambrose | For the Times

TEAM USA WOMEN’S WATER
POLO WINS GOLD MEDAL,
CORONA DEL MAR HIGH’S
MADDIE MUSSELMAN IS
OLYMPIC MVP PAGE A7

BY MATT SZABO

How about a few tunes to go
with your supersonic jets?

The Pacific Airshow will be
providing that this year with the
two-night Afterburner Music
Festival, which is coming to
Huntington City Beach on Oct. 1
and 2.

The festival will feature a vari-
ety of musical acts including
Sammy Hagar & the Circle, Sam
Hunt and X Ambassadors.

Afterburner Music Festival
will take place north of Beach

Afterburner Music Festival
coming to Huntington Beach

Boulevard at Pacific Coast High-
way. It is the first live music
event to take place on Hunting-
ton City Beach since 2013, when
the U.S. Open of Surfing ended
in rioting, more than 100 arrests
and property damage.

Other music festivals have
taken place since then at Hunt-
ington State Beach, including
the Surf City Blitz with Social
Distortion and the Offspring in
2018 and the Back to the Beach
festival in 2018 and 2019.

See Festival, page A6

Future of whale mural in Laguna Canyon yet to be decided

BY ANDREW TURNER

Competing interests have left
an uncertain future for a long-
standing marine life mural in the
Laguna Canyon.

For more than 30 years, a mural
of a gray whale emerging from the
water has greeted those that pass
the property at 2171 Laguna Can-
yon Road.

Laguna Beach artist Robert
Wyland, who was once a tenant in
that space for his studio, origi-
nally painted the piece, and then
a 450-square-foot ceramic tile
version went through the city’s
permitting process in 1995 and
was introduced to the building
the next year.

On July 30, members of the
Wyland Foundation and support-
ers of Wyland’s work returned to

the premises to hold an event to
call attention to an effort to save
the mural, which was first seen at
the property in February 1987.

Steve Creech, president of the
Wyland Foundation, said that the
group of demonstrators consist-
ing of about 20 people that
showed up in person, were acting
on an anonymous tip that the
mural was going to be demol-
ished.

The visual of the gray whale
breaching the surface is consid-
ered one in a series of 100 “whal-
ing walls” around the world that
were created by Wyland between
1981 and 2008.

“When he started this project,
there was nothing like it in the
world,” Creech said.

“Nobody had done anything of
that scale, especially devoted to

the conservation and protection
of marine mammals, so this is an
incredibly significant public arts
project.”

The ceramic tile mural stands
along the south wall of Laguna
Classic Cars.

The Dornin Investment Group,
which owns the multi-tenant light
industrial property, sought to
make improvements to the space
and received design review board
approval on Feb. 13, 2020.

Included in those improve-
ments was a plan to replace the
existing mural with a directory
sign that could display the names
of current tenants of the building.

“Wed like to use that billboard
sign for something other than a
tenant that does not occupy

See Mural, page A3
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE 450-SQUARE-FOOT gray whale mural by artist Robert Wyland. Some
protesters showed up and saved it for now. The mural, visible from Laguna
Canyon Road, used to be at the Wyland Gallery, but it is now a car showroom.



A2 SUNDAY, AUGUST 8, 2021 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

Committed to you

| take my role as a financial
professional seriously. There are
many ways to invest and my first
investment is in you. | am here to
listen, answer questions and help
you make goal-oriented financial
decisions.

Steve Arrigo
Senior Vice President,
Portfolio Manager,
Financial Advisor

| believe there is nothing more important than helping you turn financial goals into financial
achievements. | take care to really listen to your investment objectives, questions, and needs,
enabling us to make strong financial choices together. With over 30 years of experience in the
financial industry, | advise individuals and families on financial and investment issues, provide
portfolio analysis and construction, and assist clients seeking to develop long-term financial plans.

CA License #0763476

660 Newport Center Drive, Suite 550 %
Newport Beach, CA | (949) 900-4327 D A DAVIDSON

The Strength of Advice®




WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT

SUNDAY, AUGUST 8,2021 A3

SICK

Continued from page Al

Care Agency in children
under 18 rose from 134 to
173, the latter of which
represents nearly 16% of
the 1,108 new cases re-
ported by the agency Fri-
day.

Orange County Dis-
trict 2 Supervisor Katrina
Foley on Friday launched
a news conference she
said would be the first of
several daily briefings on
virus trends.

There, OCHA Deputy
Health Director Regina
Chinsio-Kwong acknowl-
edged an elevated risk
among minors who are
not eligible for the vac-
cine.

“Theyre at the highest
risk, especially with this
Delta variant that’s highly
transmissible,” she said.
“The rate of hospitaliza-
tion is still low, but it is
happening.”

In July, all admitted
COVID-19 patients at Chil-
dren’s Hospital of Orange
County were unvacci-

even those who've re-
ceived a vaccine, to take
every precaution around
unprotected minors.

Concerns about chil-
dren’s exposure to the
Delta variant are especially
troubling as area school
districts prepare for the
start of the 2021-22 school
year in the weeks ahead.

While the California De-
partment of Public Health
has issued a mandate for
all students and school
staff to wear masks in-
doors, officials have left
enforcement of noncom-
pliance up to individual
school districts.

Medical experts warn
adherence to coronavirus
protocol — especially
mask-wearing — will be
crucial to keeping kids
safe as they return to cam-
puses.

Ulloa, the principal in-
vestigator on a study pub-
lished earlier this year on
coronavirus trends among
children at four different
schools, said institutions
that practiced multiple
mitigation protocols, such
as distancing, mask-wear-

She emphasized the im-
portance of taking all pre-
cautions to stop the virus
from continuing to spread
and mutate into versions
against which current
treatments will be less ef-
fective.

Williamson agreed.

“If all [the precautions]
are in place, our kids can
be safe in school,” she
said.

“But if you don’t have all
of those things, if teachers
aren't vaccinated or kids
arent wearing masks,
you're going to have out-
breaks and kids are going
to get really sick.”

Williamson further said
it was crucial for adults to
get vaccinated, as children
are only as safe as the peo-
ple theyre around.

“For children younger
than the age of 12, since
they can't have antibodies,
you need to make sure the
people around them have
antibodies,” she added. “If
you have multiple layers of
people who are vaccinated
around them, the virus
cannot get to them.”

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

ACROSS
1Spanish bull

5 Hits the ceiling
10 Prefix for angel
or bishop

14 Had regrets
about

15" _home s his
castle”

16 Reign

17 Applied frosting
to

18 Cold symptom
20 Prof.'s degree
21 Hoodlum

22 Los Angeles
NHL team

23 Theater worker
25 Prefix for place
or print

26 Gregarious

28 Bricklayer's
goo

31__ from; besides
32 Stretch of land

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every

piece
21"All _ Jazz"
24 Knightly titles

25 Make fun of
26 Long narrative
27 Musical drama
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COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Misinformation, paired
with disinformation, fuels
today’s divisive times

lue whales had been sighted
B in the waters off coastal Or-
ange County.

The largest animals to have ever
existed, blue whales can span 100
feet in length and weigh up to 200
tons. The tongue alone can balance
an elephant on a scale; the heart
weighs as much as a car.

These are seriously cool creatures,
and I badly wanted to see one, so I
signed up for a whale-watching
excursion out of Newport Harbor. As
our small boat carrying about a
dozen passengers zipped across the
water, I asked one of the crew mem-
bers about the posted numbers of
sightings.

Be mindful when considering
those numbers, he cautioned, that
“sightings” don’t equal the number
of whales. One whale might be spot-
ted several times in any given day;,
and those sightings are then re-
ported separately.

He was obviously trying to damp-
en expectations in the event that our
expedition proved fruitless. None-
theless, I appreciated the clarifica-
tion. Someone might see the figures
showing a multitude of whale sight-
ings and picture waters teeming with
easily spotted behemoths, whereas
the reality might be quite different.

Which brings me to my point,
which is not about whales, per se,
but about how easily information
can be misinterpreted and misused.

That lesson applies to far more
than marine mammals. Indeed, it is
the story of our times. We live in an
age of information overload, when
trying to make sense out of our
complicated world is no easy task,
even when facts are clearly articu-
lated and supported by an abun-
dance of credible evidence.

But thanks largely to the internet
and social media, what we see, hear
and read is routinely tailored to
specific agendas and preconceived
beliefs. Misinformation — that is,
incorrect information — abounds.
Disinformation— misinformation on
purpose — is readily accepted as

Don Bartletti | Los Angeles Times

WATER ROLLS off the tail of a blue whale as it makes a dive off the coast of
Long Beach in July 2021. Patrice Apodaca writes that the potential to misinterpret
available information about whale sightings off the coast of Orange County is
analogous to the varying public views of COVID-19 vaccines and ethnic studies.

fact. Both play into confirmation
bias — the inclination to accept
whatever fits with what we already
think.

So it is with some highly charged
issues that have been dominating
much of our discourse.

COVID-19 vaccinations, for exam-
ple.

Coronavirus infection rates are
ticking up again to alarming levels,
driven by the highly contagious
Delta variant. Scientists warn that
variants potentially even more dan-
gerous than Delta are likely incubat-
ing in infected people around the
world.

Yet about half the population in
the U.S. remains unvaccinated,
despite the fact that shots are widely
available. We had a chance to con-
tain the spread of the virus; now
we're looking at reinstating mask
mandates and social distancing.

Why? Largely because vaccine
hesitancy runs stubbornly deep. And
that hesitancy is fed by a deluge of
misleading to downright false infor-
mation about the vaccines, which
plays into widespread distrust of
government and institutions.

The controversy that’s blowing up

over the teaching of ethnic studies in
public schools is another case in
point, as it is also being fueled by
wildly distorted and inaccurate in-
formation.

As districts throughout Orange
County prepare to make decisions
about whether and how to imple-
ment the state’s new model curricu-
lum for ethnic studies, school board
meetings have been inundated by
protests against the voluntary
coursework.

Sadly, the objections being voiced
bear little to no resemblance to the
reality of ethnic studies. That was
evident at a recent Orange County
Board of Education forum, where
many of the comments revealed a
lack of understanding about ethnic
studies and reflected the kind of
talking points found in propagandist
playbooks.

For the record, the model ethnic
studies curriculum is designed to
teach students about the histories,
contributions, cultures and struggles
of ethnic groups that have histori-
cally been overlooked. It is intended
to promote empathy, understanding

See Apodaca, page A5
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Huntington Beach
House project
raises eyebrows

Congratulations to Prjkt
CEO Alicia Whitney for
succeeding with the badly
needed concession up-
grades at Huntington
Beach State Beach. Your
readers might want to
know about an inequity
that her improvements
highlight.

When the major infra-
structure was built for
Huntington Beach State
Park, planners calculated
the number of toilets
needed for the anticipated
attendance numbers. It was
figured that 110 toilets
would be able to service
the attendance capacity of
this massive beach park.
They did not overestimate:
On peak weekends and
holidays every one of those
toilets saw frequent usage.

Some time ago a fire
destroyed one of the toilet
structures, and a few years
later another fire was re-
sponsible for removing
even more toilets from
public access. At each of
the remaining restroom
structures the park has
permanently closed half of
the toilets for reasons unex-
plained.

Today, I counted 52 toi-
lets open to the public, and
12 of them are portables.
So, fewer than half of the
toilets built to serve the
park visitors are available
to them. This has led, of
course, to long waits for
those who need to relieve
themselves.

The restroom structure
adjacent to the Huntington
Beach House concession
featured in your story is the
only structure where all of
the toilets are open. But
half of them, upgraded on
Prjkt’s dime, are open only
to Beach House patrons,
and entrance to the venue
is restricted to people older

than 21. We might expect
that similar arrangements
are in store for the Sahara’s
Sandbar and California
Fork and Spoon conces-
sions when Prjkt opens
them: more toilets available
for those with cash.

Ten percent of Prijkt’s
concessions sales go back
to the state park system.
Let’s hope those funds will
be used to open up the 45
toilets visitors pay to use
but can't. If not, maybe Ms.
Whitney will let them use
the ones the state park
turned over to her venues,
but I doubt that her busi-
ness insurance would cover
that potential liability.

Bear in mind that all of
these toilet structures were
already paid for by Cali-
fornia taxpayers and are
maintained by the fees that
park visitors pay. These are
the same park visitors who
come to the beach because
it is one of the only places
left where summer recre-
ation is within reach for
working class family
budgets. To reduce the
number of toilets available
to them, and then to open
up others to those who can
afford patronage at these
private concessions doesn't
seem right.

We need the upgrades.
There must be a way to do
this equitably.

William Yarchin
Huntington Beach

It must have taken a lot
of creative efforts for the
Huntington Beach House
to be permitted to operate
on Huntington State Beach.

“Enjoying a cocktail at
the beach is now no prob-
lem,” wrote Daily Pilot
reporter Matt Szabo. I
Googled the business,

See Mailbag, page A5

he devastating impacts of
T climate change are on full

display in Orange County
as well as across the nation, and
around the world. As sea levels
rise, coastal communities are
under threat. Sunset Beach and
Newport Beach are experiencing
more high tide flooding. Dana
Point and San Clemente are
watching cliff sides erode and
beaches disappear. Inland, Irvine
and Tustin are battling wildfires.

All of us in Orange County are
suffering from more frequent and
intense heat waves. The need for
action on climate has never
seemed more urgent.

Many have known for years
that the transition from a fossil-
fueled economy to one powered
by clean energy is the biggest
challenge facing humankind. Yet
action has nevertheless been
impeded and delayed for decades
by the influence of fossil fuel
interests upon politicians and the
media. Well-funded sophisticated

campaigns have falsely denied
the problem of climate change or
fostered a sense of hopelessness
about it. Finally, it appears that
this longstanding period of na-
tional paralysis may change. The
year 2021 may be the one when
Congress finally acts.

President Biden has made the
climate crisis a central priority
and is determined to include
mitigation policies in his new
infrastructure plans. As our lead-
ers in Washington go about deter-
mining the final package of cli-
mate policies to enact, we should
be aware that we've reached this
pivotal moment because of pres-
sures emanating from local com-
munities just like ours, all around
the country.

Here in Orange County, there
has been a groundswell of sup-
port for the market-based car-
bon-pricing solution detailed in
the Energy Innovation and Car-
bon Dividend Act (HR-2307).

Huntington Beach has now

COMMENTARY | BOB TAYLOR

National legislation on climate springs from local actions

joined Santa Ana, Costa Mesa,
Brea and Laguna Beach to urge
congressional support for this

Charlie Riedel | Associated Press

IN THIS 2012 photo, smoke billows into the air in Kansas. Efforts to reduce
emissions by charging fossil fuel companies for carbon are gaining support.

promising legislation. In her
July 13, 2021, letter reporting the
city’s action, Mayor Kim Carr

said, “This bill would help
achieve net zero emissions by
2050 by imposing a fee on the
producers and importers of
greenhouse gas emitting fuels,
rather than putting the burden on
American families.” And further,
“Cities like ours understand the
importance of innovative strate-
gies to create a sustainable future,
while ensuring that American
families do not take on the econ-
omic burden of this transition.”
This legislation, she says, “will
help families to thrive in a carbon
neutral economy.”

This legislation has also gained
broad support from Orange
County’s congressional dele-
gation. Five of the seven mem-
bers of Congress who represent

areas of Orange County, Demo-

crats Linda Sanchez, Katie Porter,
Lou Correa, Alan Lowenthal and

Mike Levin, are co-sponsors of

this promising legislation. Since

See Climate, page A5
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Continued from page A4

found its Facebook, one photo
shows people lounging on the
beach with drinks in single-use
plastics. Recently, Laguna Beach
banned single-use plastic food-
ware from restaurants, beaches,
parks and trails. Don’t you agree
this is necessary?

The article quoted California
State Parks Orange County Supt.
Kevin Pearsall at the opening
ceremony, “Hopefully this is a
thriving new path that state
parks in all of California will
take, so that we can really be
proud of our beaches and what
we have on them.”

Hopefully, the mastermind at
the Huntington Beach House
can change to an ocean-friendly
practice and set a environmen-
tally good example for the rest of
the state.

Jonathan Lukoff
Laguna Beach

Anti-bias education
is not political

Since when did opposing hate
become a divisive topic?

Whether we want to believe it
or not, hate is an issue that is
deeply affecting our children
inside and outside of school.
Orange County students deserve
an education on how to detect,
prevent and respond to hate,
bullying and harassment.

Which is why we at the Anti-
Defamation League Orange
County were saddened and
disappointed to learn that
through the influence of New-
port Harbor Republican Women
and the group’s disinformation
campaign, we are unable to
continue our bullying prevention

HOW TO GET
PUBLISHED

Send an email to
erik.haugli@latimes.com and
include your full name,
hometown and phone number
(for verification purposes) with
your submission. All letters
should be kept to 350 words or
less. The Daily Pilot reserves the
right to edit all submissions for
clarity, accuracy and length.

and anti-bias programming with
Newport-Mesa Unified School
District this school year. After
two years of successful and well-
received programming with 98%
of students indicating a strong
understanding of what it means
to be an ally and a willingness to
offer support to targets of preju-
dice, we see this as a tremendous
loss for the district's more than
20,000 students.

We reject Newport Harbor
Republican Women’s assertion
that ADL is providing “a divisive,
critical racist training program
hiding under the ‘sensitivity’
education umbrella and indoc-
trinating our children.” This is
entirely false. In fact, our pro-
gramming is designed to prevent
racism and other forms of dis-
crimination while empowering
students to respond to bigotry
and bullying effectively.

ADL works in partnership with
K-12 schools to provide these
programs based on individual
schools’ needs and school cli-
mate assessments. With our
various programs such as A
World of Difference Institute, No
Place for Hate and Echoes &
Reflections, we help schools
provide skills, knowledge and
awareness to promote and sus-

tain respectful, inclusive and
equitable learning environments
and help young people under-
stand and challenge bias in
themselves, others and society.
There is nothing divisive, racist,
or coercive about this training.

At ADL, we have long believed
that education is the best anti-
dote to hate and bias. This is
precisely why we are speaking
out against Newport Harbor
Republican Women’s gross mis-
characterization and incorrect
depiction of our anti-bias educa-
tion initiatives. Newport Harbor
Republican Women equates our
anti-bias programs with Critical
Race Theory.

This is simply not accurate.
Bias is universal and it can be
challenged through educational
programs like those offered by
ADL. In these incredibly divisive
times, we have a responsibility to
teach students how to handle
hate without politicizing the
process. Anti-bias education is
an essential element of this work
— and our valued teachers
agree. In the first year of our
anti-bias training in Newport
Mesa Unified School District,
91% of teachers agreed that the
training tackled issues they face
— and they reported greater
comfort in addressing students’
bullying and biased comments
and in incorporating anti-bully-
ing and anti-bias themes into
classroom instruction.

So, we ask once more — what
is divisive about preventing hate?

Peter Levi
ADL Orange County/Long Beach
Regional Director

Missing N.B. Circle K

When I used to live on Sea-
shore Drive in Newport Beach
once upon a time way back
when, I had kind of a daily ritual

consisting of making a very short
walk (I lived near 48th Street) to
the once active Circle K store.
Circle K was located in the little
neighborhood center on the
corner of Pacific Coast Highway
and Balboa Boulevard where it
also housed Jack in the Box and
the Alley restaurant. I would
purchase a cup of coffee, a few
lottery scratchers and occa-
sionally a newspaper.

After owning a duplex for 27
years and living there for 14
years, one of the partners said,
“OK, it'’s been 27 years, let’s sell.”

Not having ample money to
buy the partner out, we sold and
I moved to a little condo half a
mile north of that location. I
frequently walk down Superior
Avenue to the beach and casu-
ally walk by my old place and
think of the old times I had. The
Circle K store where I had spent
much time drinking coffee and
spending my retirement money
on scratchers was gutted down
to its bare concrete floors in
November of last year and is still
vacant and unoccupied. When it
was open it was usually busy.

I'm troubled by the fact that its
location a few blocks from the
beach is prime for another simi-
lar type business as the old Cir-
cle K, but yet, 10 months after its
closure, it is still dead inside with
nary a coffee or Coke machine. I
hope that someone, or some
business entity, sees the poten-
tial there for a thriving business
and leases the place soon.

Two of my old neighbors on
Seashore Drive, Dennis Rodman
and Tim Salmon (former Angel
baseball player), frequented that
store as did many others through
the years. Ah ... the good old
days.

Bill Spitalnick
Newport Beach

CLIMATE

Continued from page A4

previous versions of this bill have
had bipartisan cosponsors, we
urge Republican Reps. Michelle
Steel and Young Kim to consider
adding their support.

While solving the climate crisis
will require a variety of govern-
ment policies, scientists and
economists have long favored
policies that make fossil fuel
companies pay an increasing fee
on their carbon pollution, dis-
tribute the revenue to American

households, and establish a
border carbon tariff to incen-
tivize all nations, including
China, to adopt similar policies.
This approach, embodied in
HR-2307, is widely understood to
be the single most effective and
fair way for our nation and the
nations of the world to reach net
zero emissions by 2050, a goal
scientists say is crucial.

Polling shows that Americans
of every political stripe now
favor this approach to reducing
emissions, with majority support
in both very red and very blue
districts. Major business groups,

like the U.S. Chamber of Com-
merce and the Business Round-
table, have expressed support for
a market-based approach to
emissions reductions. The Na-
tional Academies of Sciences,
Engineering and Medicine are
calling on Congress to imple-
ment a rising carbon price. By
shifting the economic incentives
away from fossil fuels and
toward cleaner energy, a carbon
price will strengthen our econo-
my, make businesses more ener-
gy efficient, spur new sources of
renewable energy, add millions
of new jobs and save lives by

reducing pollution.

If, as expected, Congress en-
acts climate legislation this year
that includes carbon pricing at
the center of its mitigation plans,
we will know who to thank. It
will have happened because of
the persistence and determina-
tion of local climate activists and
the courage and good judgment
of local city councils and con-
gressional representatives.

BOB TAYLOR is an environmental
journalist and a volunteer with the
Orange County Coast Chapter of
Citizens’ Climate Lobby.

APODACA

Continued from page A4

and inclusivity.

Ethnic studies is not, as critics
contend, analogous with critical
race theory, an even more contro-
versial means of examining the
ways that racism is embedded in
legal and institutional structures,
which is taught primarily in law
schools and some college
courses.

Contrary to a highly influential
disinformation effort, ethnic
studies is also not inherently
divisive, it doesn’t teach white
kids that they are oppressors, and
it is not rooted in Marxist ideol-
ogy-

Faulty information and skewed
logic were also on display at a
recent Newport-Mesa Unified
school board meeting, where
many commenters objected to a
well-run anti-bias, anti-bullying
training program.

The majority of board mem-
bers voted to pause the program,
indicating that more research was
needed before deciding whether
to renew the contract, which is
overseen by the Anti-Defamation
League.

Fair enough. Take some time
and do a thorough, unbiased
investigation. But I urge the
board to base their final decision
on facts, not on an alternate-
universe theory in which the
teaching of compassion and
acceptance is viewed as an evil
mind-control plot.

I never did see a blue whale.
But I was OK with that. I had a
splendid time, with plenty of
frolicking dolphins, comical sea
lions and even a few seals on
hand for amusement.

I reveled in the real world that
was before me, not the cartoon-
ish one I might have imagined
had I clung to some misguided
notions about the frequency of
whale sightings.

My day on the water was a
tonic, distracting me briefly from
the harshness of our age and the
deep-seated hostilities that
threaten to engulf good judgment
and cooperation. Far too many of
us are chasing whales that aren’t
there, and that pursuit promises
only tragic results.

PATRICE APODACA is a former
Los Angeles Times staff writer and
is coauthor of “A Boy Named
Courage: A Surgeon's Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in Newport
Beach.
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Cancer care is a journey.
MemorialCare is your guide.

We're here with comprehensive treatment focused on you.

It starts with our leading oncologists and exceptional specialists, guiding you in your journey. And our caring staff

and support groups, entirely focused on you. All backed by groundbreaking research and open communication that

includes you in the decision-making process. That's care at its most comprehensive. Cancer won't wait. You shouldn’t

either. From life-saving screenings to finding your best path forward, don't delay. We're here for you.
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LEGO

to keep doing it into an
older age where they can

Continued from page Al be kind of experts at it and
bring their own artistry to
with part of a LEGO plate, it,” LEGO Masters executive

and when they are put
together, they form a heart.
She said her boyfriend
gave it to her as a gift just
before she went on the

producer Michael Heyer-
man said. “For Lauren and
Bryan, when we saw their
casting tape, they came
across and proved to be

show. just very genuine, talented
“Kids growing up, they and well-intentioned peo-

probably played with LEGO  ple.

together and were inspired “We thought these are
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two really nice people who
are obsessed with LEGO
and seem to really get
along as brother and sister,
and that was an energy that
we wanted to put on the
show.”

At the midway point of
the show, Bryan and Lau-
ren are still alive with the
seven remaining pairs of
builders vying to impress
the Brickmasters, or judges.
The last team left standing
wins a grand prize of
$100,000. The show airs on
FOX on Tuesdays at 8 p.m.

The contestants have
been challenged in unfore-
seeable ways. On one occa-
sion, they were asked to
build a creation that would
result in a spectacular
explosion.

Bryan and Lauren’s build
included a ladybug, which
survived the scene after a

predatory frog is blown up.

They also partook in a
fashion show. They put Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer
together a mythical hat, LEGO MASTERS competitor Bryan Firks with his “Neuschwanstein Castle.

with a phoenix rising from
the ashes out of the top of
it. The heavy headwear
remained intact as Lauren
wore it down the runway.

In addition, one chal-
lenge tasked the competi-
tors with building a tower
to take on an earthquake
simulator called the Brick-
ter Scale.

Bryan and Lauren were
not satisfied with simply
building something that
could withstand the seis-
mic shakes.

their own creative outlets.
The Firks family regularly
attends the living picture
show at the Pageant of the
Masters, but there were
other venues that triggered
their imaginations not far
from the seaside communi-

“I think another thing is
being from an area where
we're also very close to
theme parks,” Lauren said.

“It's something that we
talk about. We're kind of in
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Notice of Lien Sale

In accordance with the provisions of State law, there
being due and unpaid charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner and/or
manager’s lien of the goods hereinafter described and
stored at the Life Storage location(s) listed below:
Life Storage #670 240 Hidden Valley Parkway,
Norco, CA 92860

And, due notice having been given, to the owner of
said property and all parties known to claim an
interest therein and the time specified in such notice
for payment of such having expired, the goods will be
sold to the highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a

“We built a giant cake,”
Bryan said. “It was sup-
posed to be a cake made
for a giant, Georgina the
Giant, and on it, we put all
these mini-figure sprinkles.
They were like human
sprinkles screaming for
their lives on the cake.”

Lauren added that incor-

LAUREN AND Bryan Firks hold a few of their creations.

porating LEGO people with
scared faces was an integral
part of the style of the
build.

Those who grow up in
Laguna Beach are accus-
tomed to being around
artistic people and finding

the middle of LEGOLAND
and Disneyland, so we
grew up in these creative
worlds, being able to visit
these imaginative worlds
that we then wanted to be
able to re-create at home.”

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andrew TurnerTCN

FESTIVAL

Continued from page Al

Huntington Beach resi-
dent Kevin Elliott has been
working to bring music to
the Pacific Airshow, which
returns after a one-year hi-
atus, since his Code Four
marketing agency took over
production of the airshow
four years ago. The After-
burner Music Festival is dif-

ferent than the U.S. Open
concerts in that it is a tick-
eted event and is planned
to be zoned off on the sand.

It is expected to accom-
modate up to 12,000 people

per day.
“Combining daytime
mind-bending aviation

feats with evening celebra-
tions of live music has been
our vision for Pacific Air-
show, and we are grateful to
the city of Huntington

public  auction to be held online at

www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on
BEYOND YOUR Thursday, August 26, 2021 at 10:00PM.
IMAGINATION Customer Name Inventory

Let this be a Moment
to Remember As just
the start to the Jour-
ney. A Limited Edition

John Contreras
Johanna Lopez

Hsld gds/Furn
Hsld gds/Furn, Acctng rerds/
Sales sampls, Tools/Applnces

Launch to an Exclusive] | Alfredo Rodriguez Hsld gds/Furn
Brand-BEYONDYOURJ | Danny Villalobos Hsld gds/Furn
IMAGINATION By Luluf| Monica M Reynoso  Hsld gds/Furn
Torres and Co-Creator] | Monica M Reynoso  Hsld gds/Furn
Marcianna  (Daughter]l | Caleb Spencer Hsld gds/Furn
of Mr.Torres) With Pridef | yij| Devlin Hsld gds/Furn

Our Team wanted to
show our Appreciation
for this highly antici-
pated Launch and say
Congratulations! Take a
look Now for the New-
est Apparel & Upcom-
ing Releases.

Louann Magee
Vanessa Halsell

Hsld gds/Furn, bicycle
Hsld gds/Furn
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Fopr the léest view every
Sezreevedeay. . .
I |

IDon’t mss the Daily Piloc real escate
sccrion. Local listings ac your fingercips
wwwww. dail ilot.co

To advertise c 714-966-5777

MERCHANDISE
800

Antiques
SELL | [IND
Art BUYER an

Ameri your stuff

merican Estate Buyers apartment
Buying Antiques, Art, th rough
Jewelry & More classified! through
(323) 829-3911 -Jack - CIaSSIerd

In accordance with the provisions of State law,. there being due and
unpaid charges for which the undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner
and/or manager's lien of the goods hereinafter described and stored at
the Life Storage

location(s) listed below.

LS #529, 10025 Muirlands Blvd. Irvine, CA 92618, 949-768-8051

Timothy Miller Off Furn/Mach/Equip

Michael Brown Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip,Tennis Uniforms

David Hallett Hsld/Furn,TV/Stereo
Equip,Tocls/Applnces,Lndscpng/
Cnstrc Equip

Heidi Aveni Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Applinces,
Accctng Rerds/Sales Sampls

Gregory Cooley Hsld gds/Furn,Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip

Brandon Sclomon  Hsld gds/Furn

LS #605, 17392 Murphy Ave, Irvine, CA 92614, 949-222-0270
Shahram Rak Hsld gds/Furn

LS #514 8041 Edinger Ave, Westminster, CA 92683, 714-841-4119

Derik Roy Jr Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Off Furn/
Mach/Equip

Maribel Sanchez Hsld gds/Furn

Deloris Roderick Hsld gds/Furn

Frances Morante Hsld gds/Furn

LS #527 3190 Pullman St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714-979-4100

David Gillian Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Jay Hedjazi Hsld gds/Furn
Ebomy Williams Hsld gds/Furn
Brian Kissinger Hsld gds/Furn

Alexandra Wendling
Sallie Ngarmtap
Jesus Flores

Ronald Burke
Wieslaw S Olszewski

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Appinces

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn

Hsld gds/Furn, TV/Stereo Equip,Off
Furn/Mach/Equip

Hsld gds/Furn

Accctng nRerds/Sales Sampls

Wieslaw S Olszewski
Dan Rusu

And, due notice having been given, to the owner of said property and all
parties known to claim an interest therein, and the time specified in such
natice for payment of such having expired, the goods will be sold to the
highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a public auction to be held
online at www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on Thursday,
August 26, 2021 at 10:00am

Published in the Daily Pilot on: 8-01-2021 & 8-08-2021
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Dorothy P. Gray

March 12, 1926 - July 24, 2021

Dorothy P. Gray, age 95, passed away peacefully in her
home in Corona del Mar, CA, on Saturday morning, July 24,
2021. As she often said, her life was a lucky one, full of the
things she loved most: world-wide travel, music and theatre
events, golf, bridge, swing dancing, financial investing, loving
companions, good friends, and a home with a spectacular
view of the Pacific Coast. She was known for her outgoing
personality, sharp mind, strong opinions, and smart fashion
sense.

Born on March 12, 1926, Dorothy lived in El Segundo, CA
with her parents and younger sister Nancy until she was 13.
When her father, who worked for Standard Oil, was transferred,
the family moved to Berkeley, CA, where Dorothy attended
Berkeley High School. She excelled in sports (especially
baseball and volleyball) and academics, her competitive spirit
fueling her desire to do exceptionally well in both.

During her first year of college at the College of the Pacific
(now known as University of the Pacific), she majored in
drama and psychology before transferring to UC Berkeley,
where she continued her studies in psychology as well as
sociology (though her favorite class was one on the works
of Shakespeare). It was at UC Berkeley that she met James
L Gray, whom she married in May of 1949. They made their

first home in Corona del Mar before building a house on Lido
Island in Newport Beach where they lived, raised their 3
children, and enjoyed an active life of golf, tennis, and bridge
as members of the Santa Ana Country Club and Irvine Coast
Country Club. Dorothy brought her innate competitive spirit
to these sports as well, and developed close friendships with
her golf, tennis, and bridge buddies.

As a wife and mother, she had a knack for creating
elaborate celebrations, dinner parties, magical Christmases,
enchanted Easters and unforgettable birthday celebrations.
She volunteered for the Assistance League of Newport
Beach, contributed to American Cancer Society and the
Arthritis Foundation.

After she and James divorced in 1968 she indulged in new
activities and adventures, like travel, swing dancing, spa
vacations with her girlfriends, financial investing, and nights
on the town with men who were smitten by her sharp wit,
intelligence and gregarious, fun-loving personality. When she
was 63 years old, she fell in love with her last and greatest
love, Donald Turner. While they were never officially married,
they lived and traveled together for 25 years until Don died
in 2011.

After Don’s death and her diagnosis of congestive heart
failure, Dorothy’s life slowed down considerably, though she
still played bridge with “the girls” at Big Canyon Country Club.
Almost every evening, she indulged in one of her greatest
pleasures: sitting in her living room with her cat Ben in her
lap, taking in the breathtaking view as the sun sank slowly
into the Pacific.

Dorothy is survived by her three children, Dhyana Winant,
Nancy Tierney and Robert W. Gray, and her grandson,
Daniel Winant. She is also survived by her niece, Linda Weill;
daughter-in-law Jutta Gray; son-in-law Paul Winant, and son-
in-law John Tierney; step-grandsons Frank, Thomas and
James Farias, and four step-grandchildren: Loren, Gavin,
Ella, and Robbie.

Donations in Dorothy’s memory may be made to S.0.S
(Share Our Selves) at hitps://www.shareourselves.org/
donate/.

Beach for sharing that vi-
sion,” Elliott said.

“Pacific Airshow is back
and bringing extraordinary
sights and sounds to our
community for the biggest
event of the year, and we
can't wait for Afterburner
Music Festival to hit the
beach this fall.”

Hagar, a Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame vocalist, gui-
tarist and songwriter, will
headline the first night of
the festival on Oct. 1.

Hunt, a chart-topping
country artist, will headline
the following night with
support from X Ambas-
sadors.

Additional  performers
are expected to be an-
nounced soon. Doors for
the festival will open at
4 p.m. each day.

Huntington Beach is a fa-
miliar place for Hagar, who
performed at the High Tide
Beach Party & Car Show at
Huntington State Beach in
2018.

“I'm a beach guy, and it
just doesn't get any better
than playing music on the
beach,” Hagar said in a
news release. “My band and
I can't wait to play for the
fans and bring live music

back to the sand in Hunt-
ington Beach. Afterburner
Music Festival is going to be
one hell of a show — fol-
lowing the Blue Angels’ per-
formance at Pacific Airshow
will be epic — and to play
“Dreams” as a tribute to
Van Halen during the Blue
Angels 75th anniversary
year will be surreal.”

Tickets for the Afterburn-
er Music Festival went on
sale Thursday. Early bird
tickets start at $59 for Fri-
day and $79 for Saturday,
and can be purchased on-
line at afterburnermusic
festival.com or on the Pa-
cific Airshow mobile app.

The Huntington Beach
City Council approved the
permitting of the music fes-
tival by a unanimous 6-0
vote during its June 15
meeting.

Included in the permit-
ting agreement, Code Four
has to provide a full event
security plan vetted and ap-
proved by the Huntington
Beach Police Department,
as well as carry general and
Alcoholic Beverage Control
liability insurance coverage.

matthewszabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mijszabo

JAZZ

Continued from page Al

demic.

Tickets cost $30 and are
expected to go on sale for
the general public on
Aug. 10, after being avail-
able for members of the
nonprofit since Aug. 3.

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
‘Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Both concerts are part of
Laguna Beach Live’s jazz
program.

Laguna Beach Live! was
founded 20 years ago this
month with the aim of
boosting Laguna Beach’s
reputation as a music town
through education and live
performances. The group
presents more than 30 con-
certs a year.

Interested readers can
visit lagunabeachlive.org for
details.

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Chip Stassel Ins Agcy Inc
Chip Stassel, Agent

Ins Lic #0C08488

Bus: 949-723-4000
chip@chipstassel.com
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State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Give your home

the protection
it deserves.

Your home is where you
make some of your best
memories, and that’s
worth protecting. I'm
here to help.

LET'S TALK.
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OLYMPIC GAMES 2021

Dynasty! U.S. women’s water polo
team wins third straight gold medal

BY MATT SZABO - il

They came, they saw
and they conquered.

Again.

The U.S. Olympic wom-
en’s water polo team ex-
tended its dominance in
the sport on Saturday in
Tokyo, routing Spain 14-5
to claim the Americans’
third straight gold medal.

Maddie Musselman, a
Corona del Mar High
School product who will
be a redshirt senior at
UCLA, earned Olympic
MVP honors. She scored
three goals in the final, but
she definitely had help.

Aria Fischer, Alys
Williams and Kaleigh
Gilchrist — all players who
also have local ties — each
scored two goals. Fischer
is a Laguna Beach gradu-
ate now at Stanford, while
Williams and  Gilchrist
played prep water polo at
Edison High and Newport
Harbor High, respectively.

CdM girls’ water polo
coach Melissa Seidemann,
Laguna Beach High alum-
na Makenzie Fischer and
CdM graduate Stephania
Haralabidis each scored a
goal for Team USA in the
final. So did Rachel Fattal,

who played in high school MEMBERS OF the U.S. women's water polo team celebrate after receiving their gold medals Saturday in Japan.

at Los Alamitos High, and
team captain Maggie Stef- one Olympic Games (109). latter feat partially

fens. The Americans’ 366 goals through the offense of

Goalkeeper Ashleigh and 27 wins are also all- Musselman the MVP, who

gold medal.

It’s the first gold medal
for Williams — the last cut
from the Rio team — and
Harabaldis, a left-hander
who helped CdM win its
lone CIF Southern Section
Division 1 title in 2013.

Among her two goals,
Williams scored the first
one of the match less than
a minute in.

“To be able to witness
her growth as a teammate
was really special,” Mus-
selman said. “At the begin-
ning of the tournament,
you could see the nerves
that she had. The way that
she processed that and
was able to just play was
really cool to see. For her
to get the first goal of our
Olympic final game just
fired us all up.”

The United States is now
134-4 since winning gold
in Rio. Musselman said a
plane carrying much of
the team is scheduled to
land at Los Angeles Inter-
national Airport at about
11 a.m. Monday, Pacific
time.

“It’s about the unit that
you build, the unit you
create and that’s really
where the magic lies,”
Steffens, the team captain,
told reporters after the
gold-medal match.

Photos by Gary Ambrose | For the Times

the U.S. defense was on head coach. The other as- “I'm really grateful to be
fire in holding Spain to sistant coach, Chris Oed- a part of it and to have
two goals in 16 power-play ing, played water polo at been able to show the

Johnson made 11 saves time records. scored four of her five CdM. world that magic we've
and was named the tour- Seidemann and Steffens semifinal goals in the sec- The local connections Musselman,  Gilchrist created as a circle and as a
nament’s top goalie. each won their third gold ond half. on the current team are and the Fischer sisters, re- unit.”

The depth of the U.S.
was apparent, as different
players scored each of the
team’s first six goals to
open up a 6-1 first-half
lead.

“Tt was pretty cool to see
us finally play a four-quar-
ter game,” Musselman, 23,
said in a phone interview
from Tokyo.

“I feel like all of the
games leading up to that ...
the way we came out in
each game was a little

medal, as did coach Adam
Krikorian.

Put simply, Team USA is
a dynasty, though the
squad did have to over-
come adversity in Tokyo.

A10-9 loss to Hungary in
group play was the team’s
first Olympic loss since
2008, and the U.S. had to
rally for a 15-11 victory
over the Russian Olympic
Committee in the semifin-
als.

They accomplished the

“Obviously, [the MVP] is
super-special,” she said.
“All of us work hard to be
where we are. You put in
the effort and the time ...
We're the best team, and at
the end of the day that’s
what matters most to me,
but obviously there’s a lit-
tle motivation in that
award.”

The championship
match was all the United
States. Maria Garcia led
Spain with two goals, but

noteworthy.
coach Dan Klatt is the UC
Irvine women’s water polo

turners from the 2016 gold
medal team in Rio de Ja-
neiro, earned their second

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

slow. It was nice to have a
full game where everyone
brought their best every
minute they were in there.
We kind of punched them
in the face first, rather
than getting punched in
the face first by them. I
think they were a little rat-
tled by it. No team had
really  pressed  them
throughout the whole
Olympics, so that was one
of our points of emphasis.”
Team USA set several
Olympic records, includ-
ing the largest margin of
victory in a women’s water
polo final (nine goals) and LAGUNA BEACH native Aria Fischer loses her cap while
the most goals scored in playing against Spain in the gold medal game Saturday.

Enjoy More

Starting at $2,995!*

Call today to learn more!

You've built a great life doing things you
love. Let that freedom continue when you choose
to make Merrill Gardens your new home.

THE U.S. OLYMPIC women's water polo team celebrates after defeating Spain 14-5.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Are you ready to enjoy more?
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*Based on availability.
Call for details.
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Get personalized joint care that's as unique as you.

Don't let pain hold you back. Move forward with the best joint care available. MemorialCare
delivers an unforgettable patient experience—with high satisfaction rates and quality outcomes
to prove it. And in addition to our team of specialists, you'll also have a Joint Replacement Patient
Navigator by your side who knows your unique needs and fastest path to recovery. More from life

is calling with MemorialCare.

Find a specialist.
800-MEMORIAL w

memorialcare.org/JointReplacement Memorialcarem
HIP | KNEE | ANKLE | SHOULDER | REPLACEMENT CARE  Orange Coast Medical Center
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