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The retrial of Carson City
man Anthony Thomas Garcia
that got underway earlier this
year is in recess until Monday
because he has been exposed
to the coronavirus in jail.

Garcia is charged with the
2015 murder of Newport
Beach resident Abelardo
“Abby” Estacion, 81.

Last July, Orange County
Superior Court Judge Sheila
Hanson declared a mistrial af-
ter jurors deadlocked over the
guilt of Garcia, who is alleged
to have asphyxiated Estacion
in his Newport Beach home
in April 2015.

Garcia is charged with a
special circumstances allega-
tion of murder for financial

gain. If convicted, Garcia
could face life in prison with-
out the possibility of parole.

Hanson said Monday that
Garcia is currently in quaran-
tine, though Orange County
Sheriff’s Department spokes-
woman Carrie Braun said the
agency could not confirm on
a by-name basis.

Braun said in an email
Monday that there are six in-
mates that have positive cases
in custody, and 107 are in
medical quarantine.

If medically cleared, Garcia
is expected to be present for
trial at the Central Justice
Center in Santa Ana next
Monday.

Trial delayed forman
accused in2015killing
ofNewportman,81
BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

City of Hope Orange County
unveiled Tuesday its countywide
campaign to decorate the region
with images of hope as Califor-
nians pass the one-year mark of
the first stay-at-home order is-
sued in the state because of the
coronavirus pandemic.

The campaign is done in part-

nership with the Orange County
Health Care Agency and other
community organizations and
businesses. More than 70 artists
were recruited for the effort.

The initiative is called “Hope
Lives in OC.”

“City of Hope was founded on
hope and we want to share this
powerful sentiment with our
community,” said Annette Walker,

president of City of Hope Orange
County, in a statement.

“It’s been a difficult year but Or-
ange County is resilient and
strong. Our community members
have stepped up and been there
for one another,” added Orange
County Board of Supervisors Vice
Chairman Doug Chaffee, who

Scott Smeltzer
Staff Photographer

KAMIMOORE
and her daughter
Lanell look at a chalk
mural at Marina Park
in Newport Beach on
Tuesday.

‘Hope lives’ with street art in parts of O.C.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Art, page A3

Local school districts are evaluating
new possibilities for state grants after
news broke Monday that California of-
ficials would be giving $2 billion to re-
open campuses for students in transi-
tional kindergarten through second
grade by April 1.

“We are very encouraged to see our
legislative leaders and Gov. Newsom
reach an agreement on reopening
schools, for all those schools through-
out the state that have yet to reopen,”
said Ocean View School District Supt.
Carol Hansen.

Hansen said the district is currently
working with union officials on a plan
to transition from the in-person hybrid
schedule to have students in school five
days a week.

Campus
reopening
incentive
studied
State officials announced an
agreement to give $2 billion
to schools in transitional
kindergarten through
second grade by April 1.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Campus, page A4

The Laguna Beach Unified School
District has yet to have its secondary
school students return to in-person
learning in the ongoing pandemic, but
the district is keeping families apprised
of news concerning that eventuality.

A Feb. 24 communication to parents
said the district intends to reopen its
secondary campuses — Thurston Mid-
dle School and Laguna Beach High
School — as soon as Orange County ad-
vances to a less restrictive “red” tier as
defined by the state’s color-coded re-
opening guidelines.

District officials noted at the time it

Laguna set
to reopen
secondary
schools
BYANDREWTURNER

See Laguna, page A2

Adorning the entryway of the Orange County Museum of Art
through Sunday is an art installation whose vibrancy takes on a
poignant new meaning when viewers contemplate the message
behind it.

A swath of vibrant red felt roses provides a sobering visual repre-
sentation of the nearly 4,000 county residents who have lost their
lives to COVID-19 and the countless individuals impacted by that
loss. As of Tuesday, the county’s death toll stood at 3,952.

Partially handcrafted by community volunteers, many of whom
wish to memorialize loved ones lost, the Orange County display is
one of several cropping up in Southern California near the one-
year anniversary of the coronavirus pandemic in the United States.

Each rose signifies a life lost to COVID-19, according to Los An-
geles-area artist Marcos Lutyens, who’s created “Rose River” me-
morial projects in Santa Monica, East L.A. and the Hollywood For-
ever Cemetery.

“One rose represents one family that has lost someone and is
grieving. Or work mates who were best buddies for life,” Lutyens
said Monday outside OCMA, where he and a handful of museum
staff participated in a virtual nationwide “COVID-19 Memorial Day
Vigil.”

An artist interested in exploring consciousness through a variety
of media, Lutyens, 56, began offering virtual hypnosis sessions last

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
MARCOS LUTYENS created the Orange County Rose River Memorial, an art installation made of handmade felt roses, each one
representing someone in Orange County who has died from COVID-19 at the Orange County Museum of Art on Monday.

Art recognizingcounty’s
COVID-19deathsunveiled

ORANGE
COUNTY
Rose River
Memorial is

an art
installation
made up of

nearly 4,000
handmade
felt roses.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Deaths, page A4
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If D ≥ 0
r1 � (-b+√D)/2a
r2 � (-b-√D)/2a

If D ≥ 0
r1 � (-b+√D)/2a
r2 � (-b-√D)/2a

rp ÿ -b/2a
ip ÿ √(-D)/2a
Display rp+j(ip) and rp-j
(ip) as roots

rp ÿ -b/2a
ip ÿ √(-D)/2a
Display rp+j(ip) and rp-j
(ip) as roots

5.1: factorial 
ÿ factorial*i
5.2: i ÿ i+1

ACROSS
1 Actor Alan
5 Competitor
10 Spur on
14 Casket stand
15 Give the slip to
16 Word attached
to air or bee
17 See at a
distance
18 Sympathy;
compassion
20 Feather's
partner, in phrase
21 Stable mother
22 More eccentric
23 Pricey dark
wood
25 Large pig
26 Vacation
destination
28 Abhor
31 Malicious
burning
32 Follows
34 __ big for one's
britches
36 Link together
37 Written slander
38 Stringed
instrument
39 Needless fuss
40 __ for; wished
to have
41 In a __; sort of
42 Comes onstage
44 Actor Gale __
45 "We __ It All";
Waylon Jennings
song
46 Close ties
47 Distressed
50 Punch
51 Goals for 49ers,
for short
54 Marriage
arranger
57 Jungle beast
58 Region
59 Greek epic
poem
60 To boot
61 End of summer:
abbr.
62 Basins
63 Murdered

DOWN
1 Help in crime
2 __ Marie Presley

3 Chronic sadness
4 Suffix for honor
or custom
5 Take back one's
words
6 Bar soap brand
7 Barn topper
8 Find a total
9 Zodiac sign

10 Promise
11 Orange peel
12 Way back when
13 Stag or doe
19 Plunders
21 Sunrise, for
short
24 Timely benefit
25 Satan's realm

26 Princely title
27 Wear away
28 Passed away
29 Logjam;
impasse
30 Upper body
32 __ over; topples
33 Presidential
nickname
35 __ fire; begin
shooting
37 Actor Jack __
38 Group of cattle
40 Ledger, for one
41 Tune
43 "Don't let __ out
of the bag"
44 Melons &
cucumbers
46 Not at all
promising
47 Thurman &
others
48 Scrape
potatoes
49 Staircase piece
50
Dermatologist's
concern
52 Amount to
swallow
53 Cold flakes
55 Prefix for
fortune or leading
56 Actress
MacGraw
57 __ Cruces, NM

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

was projected the county
would meet the three
health metrics required for
shifting tiers this week,
which would allow for
schools to reopen
March 17.

“We are optimistic and
enthusiastic about our
students’ projected return
to in-person instruction in
the near future,” district
Supt. Dr. Jason Viloria said
in the communication
with parents. “In the event
that any of the projected
risk level status changes
occur, we will communi-
cate timely updates with
parents and the communi-
ty. We thank you for your
ongoing support.”

However, Orange
County health officials an-
nounced Tuesday the ad-
justed rate of daily new co-
ronavirus cases was still
too high, meaning the
county would remain in
the most restrictive “pur-
ple” reopening tier at least
for the next two weeks.

The district had previ-
ously planned to reopen
its secondary schools the
week of Thanksgiving, but
when the county was as-
signed to the purple tier, it
prevented the return of
secondary students to
campus.

“We as a District, and
both bargaining units,
have been ready to reopen
our secondary schools
since November when we
first planned to reopen,”
Assistant Supt. Michael
Conlon said in an email.

“This has been a frus-
trating year in many ways
for all stakeholders, and
we want nothing more
than to return our second-
ary students to some form
of in-person instruction.
The established phase two
instructional plan will be
implemented once we can
reopen, which will have
students on campus for
in-person instruction two
days per week following
the two-class-per-trimes-
ter model.”

Conlon added that stu-
dents who want to return

to in-person learning will
be able to do so once the
district’s secondary
schools reopen, with the
exception being those
whose families chose to be
in the yearlong virtual
academy.

Select at-risk students
will be able to attend
learning centers at
Thurston Middle School
and Laguna Beach High
School five days a week for
in-person learning, Con-
lon said.

Orange County cur-
rently has an adjusted
daily case rate of 7.6 cases
per 100,000 residents. That
number needs to drop to
seven cases or less to meet
the standard for the red
tier.

The county’s testing
positivity rate of 3.9% and
health equity quartile pos-
itivity rate of 5% both fall
within the orange tier
(moderate transmission),
but counties can only
progress one tier at a time.

The Orange County
Health Care Agency re-
leased data that showed
that the county reported
31 coronavirus deaths and
186 new infections on
Tuesday.

Since the onset of the
pandemic, the county has
had 3,952 deaths attrib-
uted to the virus and a cu-
mulative case count of
246,820. There were 425
people in the county hos-
pitalized because of the
virus, with 116 of those pa-
tients being treated in in-
tensive care units.

An additional 6,261 tests
for the virus were reported
Tuesday, which took the
total number of tests ad-
ministered to 3,055,106.
The healthcare agency es-
timates that 233,106 peo-

ple in the county have
made a recovery after con-
tracting the virus.

Here are the latest cu-
mulative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 44,029
cases; 702 deaths

• Anaheim: 40,951 cases;
705 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
10,275 cases; 182 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 8,686
cases; 107 deaths

• Irvine: 10,158 cases; 69
deaths

• Newport Beach: 3,609
cases; 67 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 3,385
cases; 67 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 793
cases; five deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 25,577 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 34,055 cases;
nine deaths

• 25 to 34: 49,211 cases;
40 deaths

• 35 to 44: 38,458 cases;
86 deaths

• 45 to 54: 39,613 cases;
256 deaths

• 55 to 64: 31,117 cases;
537 deaths

• 65 to 74: 15,512 cases;
760 deaths

• 75 to 84: 7,845 cases;
963 deaths

• 85 and older: 5,279
cases; 1,300 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/co-
rona virus-in-oc. Informa-
tion on COVID-19 vaccines
in Orange County can be
found at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/covid-
19-vaccine-resources.

Continued from page A1
LAGUNA

Don Leach
Staff Photographer

THE LAGUNA
Beach Unified
School District
plans to reopen its
secondary schools
when the county
enters the red tier.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment,
pet or new

occupation!

ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE

OF NAME
CASE NO. 20FL000878
Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):
Tanhong Li and Mia Rose
Lee on behalf of Siyuan Li
and Yu Ze Li, minors
Law Offices of Michael
O’Young APC, 2372
Morse Ave. Irvine, CA
92614
TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED:
Petitioner Tanhong Li
and Mia Rose Lee on
behalf of Siyuan Li and
Yu Ze Li, minors filed a
petition with this court
for a decree changing
names as follows:
Present Name
Siyuan Li and Yu Ze Li
Proposed Name
Shawn Lee Tse and Kyle
Lee Tse
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: 06/04/2021

ORDER TO SHOW
CAUSE FOR A CHANGE

OF NAME
CASE NO.

30202001177990-CU-
PT-CJC

Petitioner or Attorney
(name, state, bar, and
address):
Judy Orlandella;
Attorney’s Name: Alyssa
Milman White (SBN
#160212)
610 Newport Center
Drive, Suite 1200,
Newport Beach, CA
92660
TO ALL PERSONS
INTERESTED:
Petitioner Judy
Orlandella; Attorney’s
Name: Alyssa Milman
White (SBN #160212)
filed a petition with
this court for a decree
changing names as
follows:
Present Name
JUDY ORLANDELLA;
JUDITH ATAMAN; JUDITH
ANN ORLANDELLA
ATAMAN
Proposed Name
JUDITH ANN
ORLANDELLA
THE COURT ORDERS
that all persons
interested in this matter
appear before this court
at the hearing indicated
below to show cause,
if any, why the petition
for change of name
should not be granted.
Any person objecting
to the name changes
described above must
file a written objection
that includes the reasons
for the objection at least
two days before the
matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear
at the hearing to show
cause why the petition
should not be granted.
If no written objection
is timely filed, the court
may grant the petition
without a hearing.
NOTICE OF HEARING
DATE: 03/23/2021
TIME: 8:30 AM
DEPT: D-100
ROOM: 44
Theaddress of the court
is: SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA County of
ORANGE 700 Civic Center
Drive West, Santa Ana,
CA 92701 A copy of this
Order to Show Cause
shall be published at
least once each week for
four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: 01/28/2021
LAYNE H. MELZER
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR
COURT
Published in the Daily
Pilot 2/10, 2/17, 2/24 &
3/03/2021

Name Change

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Sell your unwanted items
the easy way!

Place a Classified ad
today!

timescommunityadvertising.com

LOGISTIC
Sr. Logistician

FCC Logistics, Inc. is
seeking Sr. Logisti-

cian for related work.
See https://www.

jobspider.com/job/view-
job-10060855.html for

detailed duties & reqmts.
F/T. Mail resume to FCC
Logistics, Inc., 18747 S

Laurel Park Road, Rancho
Dominguez, CA 90220.
Must refer to Job #.

VP, Sr Business Anlyst
sought by PIMCO (New-
port Beach, CA) to partici-
pate in all phases of SDLC,
includng reqs gathering,
specificatn definition,
oversight of code dv-
lpmnt, creatng test & roll-
out plans, & ovrsight of
SW rollouts. Use SMARTS
& manual trade genrator
to test compliance rules &
templates against comp-
ny guidelines. Must have
Bachelor’s deg in Fin,
Comp Engg or rltd field
& 7 years of post-bacc
progressiv experience in
position offrd, or as Dv-
lper or rltd pos. At least 5
yrs of expriencemust incl:
participatng in all phases
of SDLC, incl reqs gath-
ring, specificatn definitn,
ovrsight of code dvlpmnt,
creatng test & rollout
plans, & ovrsight of SW
rollouts; buildng rules
structur using complx
Timesten & SQL for leg-
acy FLO systm & coding
complx strctures based
in XML, Python, Bourne
Shell Scripts for Modified
Lambda, Custom levrage
& othr Moern Rules;
providng FI tradng sup-
prt to ensure compliance
w/ Levrage, Exclusn &
Concntratn Rules; dvlping
SQL templates to ensure
SW rules are applied in
accordnce w/ compliance
& co guidelines; cnductng
process & gap anlysis to
dvlp SW solutions that
reduce ineffcncies & op-
timize perfrmnce; utiliz FI
trade cycle & portflio, risk
& anlytics mgmt apps incl
Calyspo, Summit, Bond-
edge, Barracuda, Black-
rock Aladdin, Bloombrg
& Mergent Datafeeds,
Lehman Live, ACE, FLO,
CE, FIS2 & FIPA; utiliz C++,
Oracle 12, TimesTen, Py-
thon, JAVA, Shell Scripts,
SQL, VBA, Flask, NumPY,
Pygal, PERL, XML, HTML5,
& C; & automatng Lever-
agng Rules for various
Mkts & rules’ guidelines
incl Segregatd Assets
Rule undr 1940 Act,
Lambda Cash for Assets
& Liablities, AIFMD for Eu-
ropean Funds, Canadian
Cash Covrage Rules for
Canadian Funds, Custom
Levrage for Client Directd
Lambda, BMA for Muni
Funds, Duration Netting
for UCITS. Background
check & drug screening
required prior to employ-
ment. Mail resumes to HR,
PIMCO, 650 Newport Cen-
ter Dr., Newport Beach,
CA 92660 (Ref. Job ID:
30077). EEO/AAE.

Employment

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

DATE: 06/04/2021
TIME: 8:30 AM
DEPT: L53
ROOM: Remote
Theaddress of the court
is: SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA County of
Orange 341 The City Dr S,
Orange, CA 92868 A copy
of this Order to Show
Cause shall be published
at least once each week
for four successive weeks
prior to the date set for
hearing on the petition in
the following newspaper
of general circulation,
printed in this county.
Dated: November 25,
2020
David H. Yamasaki
Clerk of the Court
Published in the Daily
Pilot 02/10, 02/17, 02/24
& 03/03/2021

Name Change

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re
searching for-whether you’re

seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

NOTICE TO CREDITORS OF BULK SALE AND
OF INTENTION TO TRANSFER ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGE LICENSE
(U.C.C. 6101 et seq.

and B & P 24073 et seq.)
Escrow No. CEG108059-BW

Notice is hereby given that a bulk sale of assets and a
transfer of alcoholic beverage license is about to be
made. The name(s) and address of the
Seller(s)/Licensee(s) are: SIXIANG GROUP INC.
15455 Jeffrey Road, STE 325, Irvine, CA 92618-4110
Doing Business as: DEAR CHENGDU
All other business name(s) and address(es) used by the
Seller(s)/licensee(s) within the past three years, as
stated by the Seller(s)/licensee(s), is/are: NONE
The name(s) and address of the Buyer(s)/applicant(s)
is/are:
XIN SHENG 1024 East Bennett Avenue, Glendora, CA
91741
The assets being sold are generally described as:
RESTAURANT and is/are located at: 15455 Jeffrey
Road, STE 325, Irvine, CA 92618-4110
The type of license to be transferred is/are: ON-SALE
BEER AND WINE-EATING PLACE, #41-582836
now issued for the premises located at: Same as above
The bulk sale and transfer of alcoholic beverage
license(s) is/are intended to be consummated at the
office of: Central Escrow Group, Inc., 515 West
Garvey Ave., Suite 118, Monterey Park, CA 91754 and
the anticipated date is 03/19/21.
The purchase price or consideration in connection with
the sale of the business and transfer of the license, is
the sum of $40,000.00, including inventory estimated at
$, which consists of the following:
DESCRIPTION: AMOUNT:
CHECK $40,000.00
It has been agreed between the seller(s)/licensee(s) and
the intended buyer(s)/transferee(s), as required by Sec.
24073 of the Business and Professions Code, that the
consideration for the transfer of the business and
license is to be paid only after the transfer has been
approved by the Department of Alcoholic Beverage
Control.
Dated: February 8, 2021
Signature Buyer/Applicant
S/ Xin Sheng
Signature Seller/Licensee
SIXIANG GROUP INC.
S/ By: Zhou Zhao, CEO
3/3/21
CNS-3445212#
DAILY PILOT

ADVERTISEMENT OF PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the California Self-Service Storage
Facility Act, Alton Self Storage LP, 2215 Alton
Parkway, Irvine, California 92606, will sell by
competitive bid on March 11, 2021. Property to be sold
as follows: Miscellaneous household goods, personal
items, furniture, clothing, and/or business items/fixtures
belonging to the following.
TENANT NAME SPACE NUMBER
Jesus Benedetto 2083
Carlos Fernandez 3373
Shaw Sullivan 3352
Micheal Lowery 2080
Pamela Zebedeus 2542
Vidal Landa Hernandez 3394
Moaath Alzahrani 2056
Purchase must be paid for at time of purchase in cash
only. All purchased items sold as is where is and must
be removed at time of sale. Sale is subject to
cancellation in the event of a settlement between owner
and obligated party. Dated this February 24th, 2021 and
March 3rd, 2021, Auction Listed on
storagetreasures.com. Final bid at 12:00 noon.
2/24, 3/3/21
CNS-3443694#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS
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represents the 4th District.
“Hope is evident and all
around right now — in the
continued commitment of
our frontline heroes, re-
searchers delivering vac-
cines and our residents
who remain vigilant about
wearing masks and practic-
ing social distancing,” Chaf-
fee said.

“My hope is that this
public art initiative serves
as an appreciation for all
we have accomplished,” he
added.

Each artwork is at least 8-
by-8 feet. The organization
said all participating artists
have been affected by can-
cer.

The works can be found
at the county vaccine super
points-of-dispensing at
Disneyland Resort, Ana-
heim Convention Center
and Soka University.

They can also be found
throughout Orange County
at places like John Wayne
Airport, Marina Park, City
of Hope Newport Beach
and the Camp in Costa
Mesa.

Art will also be appearing
at the Orange County Fair &
Event Center beginning
Thursday.

City of Hope is a not-for-
profit research center for
life-threatening diseases in-
cluding cancer and diabe-
tes.

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

ACHALKMURALatMarinaPark inNewportBeach is shown.
Theparticipatingartistshaveall beenaffectedbycancer.

THE
MURAL
at Marina

Park is part
a county-

wide street
art

initiative
uniting a

community
through
shared

messages
of hope.

Continued from page A1
ART

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Tommy Lasorda was the truest Dodger of them all. His career with the
organization began as a minor league pitcher in 1949 and continued nearly
unbroken through his passing in mid-January of this year. The story of a
remarkable Dodgers life is told in this special commemorative issue.

COMMEMORATE
A TRUE BLUE LEGEND.

Open the camera app on your mobile device and hold it over the QR code.
Click on the link notification to shop or go to shoplatimes.com

“We are confident in the safety
protocols we have in place and
are pleased that educators now
have access to vaccines,” Hansen
said. “As we move forward with
plans to bring more children
back to school, we will most cer-
tainly pursue funding and grant
opportunities available to us.”

In Orange County, the reopen-
ing of campuses has been stag-
gered. The Newport-Mesa Uni-
fied School District reopened its
elementary school campuses in
September for a hybrid in-person
program while the Laguna Beach
Unified School District waited
until October.

Some, such as the Ocean View
School District, temporarily re-
turned to distance learning in
January as cases skyrocketed.

Those schools reopened in Feb-
ruary.

The proposed Assembly Bill 86
does not mandate that schools
statewide reopen; instead it
leaves that decision to the discre-
tion of local officials. Parents will
also still be allowed to keep their
students in distance learning if
that’s their preference.

Gov. Gavin Newsom said in an
event held Monday in Elk Grove
the grants would help to provide
in-person instruction and could
be used to provide more personal
protective equipment or allow for
greater spacing between students
for safety. Newsom also encour-
aged lawmakers to set aside an
additional $4.6 billion for stu-
dents to receive help in the sum-
mer as the school year comes to
an end.

The proposed bill will provide
financial incentives to school dis-
tricts that provide in-person in-

struction in counties where there
are fewer than 25 new daily con-
firmed coronavirus cases per
100,000 residents. Orange County
currently has an adjusted daily
case rate of 7.6 cases for every
100,000 residents.

Those in the red tier, which
would have case rates of about
four to seven for every 100,000,
would be required to extend
classroom learning to all students
in elementary schools and at
least one grade of secondary
school to access all available
funds.

Officials in the Newport-Mesa
Unified School District said they
would also be looking into the
details of the proposed incen-
tives.

“We welcome financial oppor-
tunities that assist us in our ef-
forts to continue to offer in-per-
son learning,” said Annette
Franco, a spokeswoman for the

district, in an email.
As for the Huntington Beach

City School District, Supt. Leisa
Winston said that the district in-
tends to apply for the grants and
anticipates use of those resources
to be directed to expanding in-
person instruction beyond its
current program.

In Laguna Beach, Assistant
Supt. Michael Conlon said the in-
formation is too new to immedi-
ately determine his district’s next
steps.

The Fountain Valley School
District and Huntington Beach
Union High School District did
not respond to requests for com-
ment.

Reopening schools in Orange
County has not been without
controversy between community
members as some have pushed
for reopening campuses while
others have pushed back out of
concern for safety.

Safety has also been a chief
concern of some teachers, but
Newsom said last month the
state would be allocating 10% of
weekly vaccine doses for those in
childcare and K-12 educators.

Orange County health officials
confirmed Monday that vaccina-
tions will be available to those in-
dividuals starting March 1 at the
super point-of-dispensing sites
operated by the county Depart-
ment of Education.

The proposal is expected to re-
ceive passage in the state legisla-
ture Thursday.

“I look forward after that vote
on Thursday to quickly signing
this and moving forward to cele-
brating the reopening for in-per-
son instruction of schools all up
and down the state of California,”
Newsom said on Monday.
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year for friends and others feeling
overwhelmed by the pandemic.

“There was a lot of fear and
anxiety and this kind of feeling
Western civilization was collaps-
ing,” he recalled. “It started dawn-
ing on me that this wasn’t going
away and that we need to memo-
rialize this.”

He came up with the idea of us-
ing red roses, the national flower
of the United States and a symbol
of courage and valor, to stand in
for the mothers, fathers, friends
and other loved ones lost to the
coronavirus.

Located in the county seat of
Santa Ana, where residents have
endured a disproportionate im-
pact of coronavirus infections and
COVID-19 deaths, the currently
closed Orange County Museum of
Art seemed a fitting place to
house the outdoor Rose River Me-
morial installation.

OCMA senior curator Cassan-
dra Coblentz said when the mu-
seum put out the call for volun-
teers to pick up some 400 rose as-
sembly kits over two days in early
February, the community re-
sponse was overwhelming.

Ultimately, staff handed out
more than 900 kits.

“We couldn’t buy enough glue
to meet the demands of all the
people who wanted to make roses
for us,” Coblentz said Saturday.
“People were so eager to come to-
gether and share their stories and

grieve. There haven’t been enough
opportunities to do that yet.”

Some rose shapers inscribed or
even stitched names among the
felt petals, while others affixed
tags or messages of support.
“Rodolfo Andrade, November 15,
1950 – February 9, 2021, My Lov-
ing Husband,” one tag reads.

Orange County resident Sarah

Sambolich created roses to honor
her uncle, whom she could not be
with in his final days due to the
pandemic.

She shared her “COVID grief
story” with Lutyens and Rose
River Memorial organizers.

“He was a great support to me
growing up and was there when I
needed him — I wish I could have

been there for him in his last
days,” she said of her uncle.
“These roses are the most tan-
gible way of saying goodbye and,
at the same time, giving comfort
to those who also lost loved ones.”

The Rose River memorials are
among hundreds of vigils and
tributes being assembled nation-
wide to honor the pandemic’s in-

creasing death toll.
The effort to memorialize such

losses is gaining national momen-
tum as organizations beseech
lawmakers to pass a resolution
that would annually recognize the
first Monday in March as
“COVID-19 Victims and Survivors
Memorial Day.”

On Monday, San Francisco-
based nonprofits Marked by
COVID and Reimagine launched
a COVID-19 Memorial Day virtual
vigil that aimed to unite the indi-
vidual efforts of politicians and
organizers of memorial projects.
Lutyens and Coblentz participa-
ted live from the OCMA installa-
tion.

Lutyens has a goal of joining
the Orange County art piece with
other regional Rose River Memo-
rial tributes and recruiting even
more volunteers to handcraft
roses to represent the nationwide
death toll during the pandemic
which, according to the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion’s online COVID Data Tracker,
stood Tuesday at 513,122 individ-
uals.

His plan is to take the giant in-
stallation to Washington, D.C., to
mark a second annual COVID-19
Memorial Day. He acknowledges
he will need a few more hands to
bring that vision to life.

“We will really need people’s
help to make roses,” he said.

Visit roseriver.memorial to learn
more or to volunteer.
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Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
MARCOS LUTYENS and Cassandra Coblentz, curator and director of public engagement at the Orange County
Museum of Art, stand in front of the Orange County Rose River Memorial, an art installation made
of handmade felt roses, each one representing someone in Orange County who has died from COVID-19.
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