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‘Help Them Home' event raises
money for O.C.s homeless

an elp Them
Home: A Giving
Day For Orange

County’s Homeless” is an
annual 24-hour online
fundraiser sponsored by
the Orange
County
Communi-

-\ ty Founda-
~ tion.

drive took
place on Wednesday, with
each participating charity
working to rally donors to
match funds.

This year, the organiza-
tions raised $1,789,754 from
2,948 donors.

The fundraiser proved to
be even more important
during the current
COVID-19 crisis, as rising
unemployment and econo-
mic shutdowns have taken
a devastating toll on O.C.
residents in need.

The 19 participating
nonprofit organizations
that aid the homeless in
Orange County include
Serving People in Need,
Build Futures, Casa Teresa,
City Net, Colette’s Chil-
dren’s Home, Families
Forward, Family Assistance
Ministries, Family Promise
of Orange County, Friend-
ship Shelter, Grandma’s
House of Hope, Homeless
Intervention Shelter,
HomeAid, llumination
Foundation, Mercy House
Living Centers, Pathways of
Hope, South County Out-
reach, StandUp For Kids,
Thomas House Family
Shelter and WISEPlace.

“Requests for help at
SPIN due to job losses,
inability to pay rent due to
business closures are up
some 180%,” said Serving
People in Need (SPIN)
Executive Director Jean
Wegener.

“Even more serious,
formerly homeless families
successfully housed one
and two years ago and
maintaining their own
housing costs, once again
are facing homelessness

due to job loss and busi-
ness closures.”

She explained that the
Costa Mesa-based agency,
founded 33 years ago, “re-
sponds to calls for rental
payment assistance, pro-
vides resources for food,
resources for utility pay-
ment assistance as well as
helping families exit shel-
ters moving them into
permanent housing.”

SPIN employs case man-
agers who handle one-on-
one counseling with each
family that comes to their
door. Case managers also
survey potential housing
prospects by doing inspec-
tions to ensure safe transi-
tions.

Andreanna Solis, a SPIN
case manager, spoke about
one of their clients.

“The Santana family was
close to completing a suc-
cessful year in SPIN’s Rapid
Re-Housing Program when
in March, the devastating
effects of COVID-19 hit the
family,” she said. “Two of
the young adult boys had
full-time jobs and were
managing to pay the rent
while caring for their disa-
bled mother and their
younger brother.

“At the end of March,
things took a sudden turn
for the worse. Like many
families, the Santana boys
found themselves literally
jobless overnight. With very
little money saved toward
rent, they reached out to
their previous case man-
ager and inquired if there
was any immediate assist-
ance available so that they
could pay their rent.”

SPIN has been working
with United Way’s Pan-
demic Relief Fund in order
to help families like the
Santana family, who were
approved for assistance
immediately.

Resources coming from
United Way, The Orange
County Community Foun-
dation, and other signifi-
cant sources provide a
veritable lifeline of survival.

Yet, as SPIN, and the rest
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SERVING PEOPLE In Need
board members and donors
Joe, left, and Heidi
Heffington are among the
community members who
supported the “Help Them
Home: A Giving Day For
Orange County's Homeless”
fundraiser on Wednesday.

of the 18 agencies involved
in Giving Day, know all too
well, community support is
essential. Donor funds
must be raised, otherwise
organizations will fold.

In SPIN’s case, Wegener
set a goal of raising
$100,000, which she admits
was a challenge this year
given the uncertain atmos-
phere.

Her concerns were
countered by the optimism
of matching donors includ-
ing Kim and Richard
Crawford, Jill and Curtis
Scheetz, Florence and
Keith Smith and corporate
donor Golden State Foods
of Irvine, which provided a
challenge match, enabling
donations up to $50,000 to
be doubled.

They raised almost
$300,000.

For more information on
all agencies visit help-
them-home-giving-day
.ocnonprofitcentral.org. To
learn more about SPIN visit
spinoc.org.

B.W. COOK is editor of the
Bay Window, the official
publication of the Balboa Bay
Club in Newport Beach.

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

ACROSS

1Sharp poke

4 Most Saudis

9 Snatch

13 Sickly-looking
14 Stogie

15 All the _;
currently popular
16 Small brook

17 Excludes from
the group

19 Spanish shout
20 Bride's
purchase

21 English city

22 Makes progress
24 Cuomo's title:
abbr.

25 Pieces of
kindling

27 Most modern
30 Give a speech
31 Sci-fi visitor

33 Rubber ducky's
pond

35 Summer
blowers

36 _ on; select
with a mouse

37 Phi _ Kappa
38 _-tac-toe

39 Traditional
Arapaho home
40 Ferries &
dories

41 Acquires
knowledge

43 Odds maker
44 Dyer's vessel
45 _ to; toast

46 Montezuma,
for one

49 Weak

51 Org. for
Panthers &
Jaguars

54 Coming in
again

56 In __ straits;
desperate

57 Rugged cliff
58 Seat for several
59 Martian
vehicles

60 Gap

61 Father children
62 Emerald or
onyx

DOWN
1Slammer
2 Loyalty

SUDOKU

By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.orguk.

4|8 1 6
5|6 8 1
7
6|5 2 3
4 2
2 719
6
5 8 911
2 5 819

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

3 TV's "The Fresh
Prince of _-Air"
4 Oak tree
droppings

5 Ascends

6 Ballplayers'

negotiators: abbr.

7 Saloons
8 Mrs. abroad
9 Mourn

10 Level a building
T Over-the-hill

12 Good Queen _;
Elizabeth |

13 Paid athlete

18 Circus
performer

20 Water barrier
23 Performs on
Broadway

24 Square one

25 Like a baby's
skin

26 Fail to keep up
with

27 Pleasant

28 Sharp utensil
29 _ frutti

31 European peaks
32 "Let sleeping
dogs _"

34 Military
installation

36 Copper-plated
coin

37 Welcome
blessing

39 Expanse of
land

40 Recipe verb
42 Get even for
43 Intelligent

45 Tango or
rumba

46 Curved beam
overhead

47 Four score
minus eighty

48 Short-necked
duck

49 On the house
50 Jewelry store
purchase

52 Word on a gift
tag

53" _ Miserables”
55 Lessen; recede
56 Used a shovel
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Please call now for further
information and to receive Your Free
“Personal Planning Guide”

949-644-2700
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All of us THANK YOU! To all our Essential Workers our world needs you and we appreciate you!
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