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F ashion Island is ringing in
the Lunar New Year with
free augmented reality

experiences and promotional
deals.

Signs that state “Scan for a
Lunar New Year Surprise” are in
the courtyard of Neiman Marcus,

in the Atrium lawn nearest to
Chanel Beaute and Restoration
Hardware and in the Nordstrom
courtyard.

The signs include a QR code.
Interested visitors can take pic-
tures with augmented reality
characters and backgrounds,

including an ox, cherry blossom
tree and lanterns.

Visitors can also take pictures
at a photo wall near Voluspa.

The photo opportunities will
remain through the end of Febru-
ary.

—Lilly Nguyen

Don Leach \ Staff Photographer

A SHOPPER VIEWSwhere a cherry blossom tree could be near the koi ponds on her phone, as she explores
one of many augmented reality posts in premier areas of Fashion Island on Friday.

Fashion Island rings in the Year of the Ox

Laguna Beach Unified School
District officials provided an up-
date on the coronavirus-im-
pacted school year during the
district’s board of education
meeting Thursday night.

Students attending secondary
school in the district have re-
mained in distance learning
throughout the school year. The
district had targeted a reopen-
ing date during the week of
Thanksgiving.

When Orange County re-
ceived a purple tier designation
on Nov. 16, it delayed the return
of students to the district’s sec-
ondary school campuses of
Thurston Middle School and La-
guna Beach High School.

District Supt. Jason Viloria
said during a presentation at the
meeting that current guidelines
state the county would have to
be in the red tier for a period of
five consecutive days for sec-
ondary schools to reopen.

“We were ready in November,
so we’re ready now, and we’ll
continue to do what we need to
do to ensure it’s a safe place for
students,” Viloria said.

Orange County currently has

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE LAGUNA BEACH Unified
School District’s secondary schools
have conducted distance learning
for students the entire 2020-21
school year so far.

Purple
tier has
some
schools
on hold
Laguna Beach Unified
School District offers
update on school year
as pandemic lingers,
cases continue to rise.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Schools, page A5

The Huntington Beach City
Council on Tuesday night will
consider extending the closure
of the second block of Main
Street through Labor Day.

The second block downtown
has been closed since last sum-
mer to encourage outdoor din-
ing, and Tuesday’s agenda item
would extend that closure
through Sept. 6. It is currently
closed through the end of Feb-

ruary.
Huntington Beach City Coun-

cil members voted 4-3 on Dec.
21, 2020 to keep the second
block of Main Street closed to
traffic through February but re-
open the third block, which
drew opposition from some
business owners affected by the
decision. The motion by Coun-
cilman Erik Peterson was also
supported by Mayor Kim Carr,

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

MIKEMORGAN, a server at Killarneys Irish Pub, attends to
customers in November. The Huntington Beach City Council on
Tuesday night will consider extending the closure of the second block
of Main Street through Labor Day instead of the end of February.

H.B.’s Main Street closure
may extend to Labor Day

See Closure, page A6

BYMATT SZABO

Recovering from and re-
sponding to the ongoing pan-
demic was the crux of discus-
sion for some of the candidates
running in the special election
to replace Rep. Michelle Steel
(R-Seal Beach) during a candi-
dates forum for the Board of
Supervisors Friday morning.

Steel previously served as
chair on the Orange County
Board of Supervisors and rep-
resented the 2nd Supervisorial

District, which includes Costa
Mesa, Cypress, Huntington
Beach, La Palma, Los Alamitos,
Newport Beach, Seal Beach,
Stanton, Fountain Valley, the
unincorporated area of Ross-
moor and portions of Buena
Park.

She ousted incumbent Rep.
Harley Rouda (D-Laguna
Beach) in the November elec-
tion with 51.06% of the votes.

The forum — sponsored by
several chambers of commerce
— was attended by just three of

the five candidates in line to
replace Steel in this March’s
special election, with Costa
Mesa Mayor Katrina Foley and
Fountain Valley Mayor Michael
Vo absent. Foley said in a call
Thursday that she would be
unable to attend because she
had a scheduling conflict and
would be in a COVID-19 brief-
ing at the time of the forum. Vo
was originally slated to attend,
but campaign manager Aaron

3 of 5 candidates in race for Board
of Supervisors face off in forum
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Forum, page A4

AROUND TOWN: VIRTUAL
‘COOL ART AUCTION’
DRAWS 100 COLLECTORS,
MORE THAN $440K PAGE A2

ALSO FROM THE
DAILY PILOT:

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

Huntington Beach resident Savannah Lar-
son paused for just a second before naming
her favorite Girl Scout cookie.

“My favorite is the Peanut Butter Sand-
wich,” she said.

Why?
“Because it’s good.”
Savannah, a seventh-grader at Talbert

Middle School, knows that many people
have a go-to Girl Scout cookie. Some swear
by Thin Mints that have been frozen. Others
are quickly becoming fans of the Girl Scouts
of Orange County’s new offering for 2021,
the French toast-inspired Toast-Yay.

A Cadette in Girl Scout Troop 3345, Savan-
nah is an elite cookie seller. She’s sold more

than 1,000 boxes in each of the last two
years, earning her membership into the
“1,000-plus club.” Her tally this year is al-
ready more than 600 boxes, though she’s set
her goal at a more modest total of 750.

Cookie-selling season is here again, but
COVID-19 has definitely affected the way
Girl Scouts have operated their fundraising
efforts. This year, cookie sales have been ex-
tended through March 28 due to the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

“The really cool thing that we’ve done this
year is that we’ve made QR codes,” Savan-
nah said. “We put that on a sign that’s out-
side of our house, so anyone who’s driving
by or walking outside of our house can take

Photos by Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

GIRL SCOUT Tess Berkley helps prepare cookie orders for Grubhub pickup at the Girl Scouts of Orange County headquarters in Irvine Wednesday.

Girl Scouts get creative during pandemic

GIRL SCOUTS are selling cookies with
Grubhub delivery at the Girl Scouts of Orange
County headquarters in Irvine.

BYMATT SZABO

See Creative, page A7
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WINTER SALE EVENT
OUR BEST VALUES OF THE YEAR!

SPECIAL PRESIDENTS’ DAY SAVINGS!

FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
949.239.7112 | tbfurniturenewport.com | Atrium Court entrance between Whole Foods and Starbucks

ACROSS
1 Cronkite's
specialty
5 __-it-all; wise guy
9 Flu preventer
13 Indian or Arctic
15 Taboo
16 Record
17 Blinds
alternative
18 Makes too
much of
20 Sweltering
21 Tub
23 "__ Night"
24 Makes well
26 Cholesterol
that's good
27 Isn't miserly
29 Nap
32 Insect stage
33 Says no more
35 Part of autumn:
abbr.
37 Branch of the
military
38 Raises, as kids
39 Do a
bartender's job
40 __ culpa
41 Line of people
42 "Same goes for
me!"
43 Pig features
45 Exhaled in
relief
46 Sheep's cry
47 Hold tightly
48 Soak up
51 Pot cover
52 Major network
55 Cranky
58 Prose writing
60 Allows
61 Make progress
62 Hand
protectors
63 TV series for
Shemar Moore
64 Ice __; cold
times
65 Nuisance

DOWN
1 Eat between
meals

2 Reverberate
3 Meteorologist
4 Melancholy
5 Shoelace
problems
6 30-day period:
abbr.
7 __ way or
another; somehow

8 Adores
9 Delays
10 Detest
11 Unlocked
12 SAT, for one
14 "The Silver
State"
19 Carousels &
Ferris wheels

22 Roker's
namesakes
25 Jealous feeling
27 Grand __;
batter's delight
28 Whittles down
29 Miffed
30 Canine cleaner
31 Like a small
angle
33 __ red; becomes
furious
34 Aristotle's "T"
36 __ on; trampled
38 Root veggie
39 __ out; overeats
41 32 fluid ounces
42 Crown
44 Certain
symphony
musician
45 __ Lanka
47 Campbell &
others
48 Has a bug
49 Make tea
50 Spanish title:
abbr.
53 Sporting
equipment
54 Closed sac
56 In the __; as
good as won
57 Whopper
59 Use a straw

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A6.

Virtual ‘Cool Art Auction’
draws 100 collectors,
more than $440,000

The 39th annual California Cool Art
Auction produced more than $440,000 in
sales during the Laguna Art Museum’s
benefit event.

Over $240,000 in net unrestricted in-
come was raised from the virtual auction,
for which California artists provided 125
pieces of artwork to be sold. The funds
raised will go toward the museum’s edu-
cational programs and its exhibits.

The auction, which took place on Feb.
6, had winning bids placed by more than
100 art collectors from eight countries
and 10 states.

Qatar Donates $40K to O.C.
Soccer Club foundation

The Orange County Soccer Club Com-
munity Foundation received a $40,000
donation from the Embassy of the State
of Qatar, part of the celebration for Qatar’s
National Sports Day.

“We are incredibly thankful for this
generous gift from the people of Qatar,”
Orange County Soccer Club foundation
Executive Director Lisa Keston said in a
statement. “The ongoing support we have
received from the Embassy of the State of
Qatar in the United States allows us to
continue making our community a better,
healthier place through soccer clinics,
mental health clinics, equipment distri-
bution and academic programs.”

The Embassy of the State of Qatar also
donated $25,000 to the Los Angeles Foot-
ball Club Foundation.

“Qatar believes in harnessing the power
of sports to drive positive change,” His Ex-
cellency Sheikh Meshal bin Hamad Al-
Thani said in a release. “In celebration of
our National Sports Day, we are proud to
support organizations that are making
sports more accessible to communities

across the United States. During this
health crisis, ensuring that kids can re-
main active and reap the benefits of
sports is essential. Our partners are en-
suring that, even at home, children can
do just that.”

In September, the Orange County foun-
dation was able to make a $15,000 dona-
tion to the Second Harvest Food Bank of
Orange County to fight food insecurity
during the coronavirus pandemic, which
came to fruition with the assistance of a
grant from the Embassy of the State of
Qatar.

Sage Hill School accepting
applications for 2021-22
school year through Feb. 15

Sage Hill School, a nonprofit, nonde-
nominational independent high school is
accepting applications for students in
grades 9-12 for the 2021-22 school year
through Feb. 15.

Having reopened its doors to students
in September five days a week, Sage Hill
offered classes virtually or in-person dur-
ing the 2020-21 school year.

For more information on programs, or
to apply online, visit sagehillschool.org
and click on the “Admission” tab. For all
candidates who apply by the Feb. 15
deadline, first-round decisions will be an-
nounced the last week of February.

Newport Beach Women’s
Democratic Club to meet
via Zoom Feb. 16

The monthly Zoom meeting of the
Newport Beach Women’s Democratic
Club is set for 6 to 7 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 16,
preceded by network and socializing time
at 5:30 p.m.

In honor of Black History Month, Shel-

AROUND TOWN

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE 39TH ANNUAL California Cool Art Auction produced more than $440,000 in sales
during the Laguna Art Museum’s virtual benefit event on Feb. 6.

See Around, page A3
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forum

1852 McGaw Ave. Irvine, CA 92614

SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM

L
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*The value listed is per booking only at Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa and equals the total of the AAA Vacations® offer1 plus the $200 value of the resort coupons6. 1Valid on new bookings for
travel through December 31, 2021. Minimum 5-night stay at participating AAA Vacations® properties required. $100 activity voucher is nonrefundable, nontransferable, has no cash value and applies to the
following destinations: Hawai’i, Mexico, Central & South America, and select Caribbean destinations. Savings not reflected in rates shown and applies to the following destinations: USA (excluding Hawai’i) and
Canada – $50 savings; Australia, New Zealand, Europe, Asia, select Caribbean destinations (Anguilla, Barbados, Bermuda, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Curaçao, Grand Cayman, Grenada, Martinique, St. Barts,
St. Croix, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Martin and St. Maarten, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Turks & Caicos), Tahiti (French Polynesia), Fiji and Cook Islands – $100 savings. 2Rate is per person, land only, based
on double occupancy, for check-in on June 1, 2021 in city view double room accommodations at Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel on O’ahu and includes government taxes. 3Rate is per person, land only, based on
double occupancy, for check-in on August 23, 2021 in ocean tower Aina view double room accommodations at The Westin Maui Resort & Spa on Maui and includes government taxes. 4Rate is per person,
land only, based on double occupancy, for check-in on June 1, 2021 in deluxe garden view room accommodations at Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa Unlimited-Luxury® in Riviera Maya and includes
government taxes. Environmental Sanitation Tax of $24.18 Pesos per room per night will be collected by the hotel at check-out. 5Kids 17 and younger stay free in same room as adults using existing bedding
at Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel and The Westin Maui Resort & Spa. Occupancy limits apply. 6Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa $200 resort coupons restrictions apply as follows: Spa treatment coupons
are broken down into two coupons of $40 and one coupon of $20. Only one coupon can be redeemed per spa treatment. To use coupons for romantic dining, one $40 coupon and one $20 coupon may be
combined, resulting in a total discount of $60 off one romantic dining experience. When using coupons towardwine purchases, only couponsworth $10may be used and cannot be combined, therefore one
$10 coupon can be applied toward one bottle of wine. Resort coupons cannot be applied toward the following items: beauty salon services, spa product purchases, telephone charges, dolphin experiences,
gift shop purchases, boutique purchases, Internet service, marina services, medical services, dive shop, car rentals, and travel agency services. Resort coupons must be redeemed at the time of reservation/
service. They have no cash or commercial value, are not refundable & nontransferable. They are not applicable for tips, taxes, private functions and/or special events. Resort coupons are not cumulative &
cannot be combined with any other promotion or special offer including, but not limited to spa treatment discounts. They are only valid during the original stay & cannot be deducted upon check out. This
entire offer is based on availability and can be modified or closed out at any time. Not valid for group bookings.
AAA Travel Alert: Many travel destinations have implemented COVID-19-related restrictions. Before making travel plans, check to see if hotels, attractions, cruise lines, tour operators, restaurants and local
authorities have issued health and safety-related restrictions or entry requirements. The local tourism board is a good resource for updated information. Unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are
accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable
daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit,
payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to changewithout notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity-controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits
& savings which may vary based on departure date. Rates may be subject to increase after full payment for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees & supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other
restrictions may apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. The Automobile Club of Southern California acts as an agent
for Pleasant Holidays®. CST 1016202-80. To learn how we collect and use your information, visit the privacy link at AAA.com.
©2020 Automobile Club of Southern California. All Rights Reserved.

AAA TRAVELS WITH YOU

CALL:
CLICK: AAA.com/PHSale
VISIT:

GET UP TO

ON PLEASANT HOLIDAYS®
AAA VACATIONS®

$300*IN VALUE
PER
BOOKING

BOOK BY APRIL 22, 2021BOOK BY APRIL 22, 2021

Tropical
Escapes

O’ahu, Hawai’i
5 nights from $4172 LAND ONLY

Maui, Hawai’i
5 nights from $1,1903

LAND ONLY

Riviera Maya, Mexico
5 nights from $5814 LAND ONLY

CHOOSE FROM DESTINATIONS LIKE:

Your Vacation May Include: Kids Stay Free5,
$200 Resort Coupons6, or All-Inclusive Meals!

XXX.XXX.XXXX

XXXXX Xxxxxx Xx
Xxxxxxxx XX, XXXXX

CALL: 866.624.3380
AAA.com/PHSaleCLICK:

ley Henderson, president
and chief executive of the
National Women’s Leader-
ship Council, will speak on
the significance of Black
History Month historically
and for the future.

Registration is required
for this event. Visit NBWD-
C.org to register and for ad-
ditional meeting informa-
tion, or call the administra-
tive office at (949) 423-6468.

H.B. Academy
students set to
perform radio
play online

The Huntington Beach
Academy for the Perform-
ing Arts, hbapa.org, will
present three virtual per-
formances of the play “Fail-
ure: A Love Story” on Feb.
19 and 20. Each perform-
ance will be conveyed in a
family-friendly radio format
that listeners can enjoy
from their homes.

This magical, musical fa-
ble follows sisters Nelly,
June and Gerty Fail as they
live out their lives above the
family’s clock repair shop in
Chicago during the 1920s,
right before their own time
unexpectedly runs out.

Friday and Saturday eve-
ning performances begin at
7 p.m., with a Saturday
matinee at 2 p.m. Tickets
cost $20 per household and
may be purchased online.

Free workshops
help youth and
adults cope with
the pandemic

Tilly’s Life Center — an

Irvine nonprofit whose pro-
grams are designed to help
teenagers cope with adver-
sity, crisis and tough deci-
sions — has, in partnership
with Western Youth Serv-
ices and other area organi-
zations, launched an online
reset toolbox for youth
mental health.

This free resource pro-
vides training for teens,
educators, administrators
and community members
designed to help young
people cope with the effects
of the coronavirus pan-
demic by minimizing anxi-
ety and building resilience.
Topics include cyberbully-
ing and bullying preven-
tion, mindfulness for teach-
ers, healthy coping skills,
stress and time manage-
ment, conflict resolution
and more.

Workshops aim to assist
children and adults in im-
proving the emotional
strength and overall well-
being of youth in Orange
County, both during the
pandemic and beyond. For
more, visit tillyslifecen-
ter.org or call (949) 246-
3067.

Laguna Beach
hires firm for city
manager search

Laguna Beach has begun
the recruiting process in
search of the seaside com-
munity’s next city manager.

John Pietig, the presiding
city manager of Laguna
Beach, announced the first
week of January that he
plans to retire in June. His
service to the city has
spanned 20 years.

The Laguna Beach City
Council, which makes the
appointment for the posi-
tion of city manager, has

hired the recruiting firm
Bob Murray & Associates to
carry out a search for can-
didates to serve as the city’s
top executive. City officials
said the estimated cost for
the executive recruiting
firm’s services is less than
$30,000.

“This is one of the most
important positions in the
city, and hiring the recruit-
ing firm will allow us to
thoroughly evaluate both
internal and external candi-
dates for the City Manager
position,” Laguna Beach
Mayor Bob Whalen said in
a statement.

Pietig began his run with
Laguna as assistant city
manager, and he has served
as city manager for the last
decade. According to
Whalen, the City Council
aims to name his replace-
ment in May.

Rental assistance
program taking
applications

The County of Orange is
accepting applications
through the month of Feb-
ruary for an Emergency
Rental Assistance program
for eligible renters strug-
gling with unpaid rent or
utilities bills during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Launched this week and
funded by a $65.5-million
allocation from the U.S. De-
partment of Treasury, the
program aims to provide fi-
nancial assistance to those
whose combined house-
hold income is at or below
80% of the county’s average
median income.

In Orange County, the
median income is approxi-
mately $71,750 for an indi-
vidual, $82,000 for a two-
member household,

$92,250 for three people
and $102,450 for a four-per-
son household. For more
information on household
size, visit era.211oc.org.

Residents of Anaheim,
Santa Ana and Irvine may
not participate in Orange
County’s assistance pro-
gram, as those cities have
population sizes over
200,000 and maintain their
own local city programs,
according to a release is-
sued last week by the Or-
ange County Health Care
Agency.

The Emergency Rental
Assistance program does

not apply to homeowners
with past-due mortgage
payments, utilities or ener-
gy costs. Funds may only be
granted to renters.

Applicants will need to
provide a photo ID, a copy
of their lease agreement,
proof of income affected by
COVID-19, such as an un-
employment letter or a let-
ter from an employment
detailing reduced hours or
pay and proof of unpaid
rent or utilities, such as
documentation from a
landlord or utility company
stating an amount owed or
overdue.

To learn how to apply,
call 2-1-1 to receive assist-
ance in multiple languages,
visit era.211oc.org or text
ERA to 898211.

Marine Corps
Scholarship
deadline March 2

A range of college schol-
arships are available to chil-
dren or stepchildren of a
Marine or Navy corpsmen,
chaplain or religious pro-
grams specialist attached to

Continued from page A2
AROUND

See Around, page A7

I don’t see the contraction ’til
much anymore. I used to see
it a lot, but I suspect that

ever-more-advance spell-check-
ers on our computers, phones
and social media platforms have
learned to flag or correct ’til.

Don’t see a problem with ’til?
Technically, there isn’t one. In
general usage, ’til is not an error.
But in professionally edited writ-
ing and other formal situations,
the correct single-syllable alterna-
tive to “until” has no apostrophe
and takes two Ls: till.

Here’s the widely influential
Associated Press Stylebook: “till.
Or until. But not ’til.”

And here’s the equally influen-
tial Chicago Manual of Style: “till.
This is a perfectly good preposi-
tion and conjunction (open till 10
p.m.). It is not a contraction of
until and should not be written
’til.”

That bit about contractions is
key. One might naturally assume
that someone is just using a
shortened form of “until” when
he says “till.” But till doesn’t come
from until at all.

“The notion that till is a short
form of until is erroneous,” writes
Merriam-Webster’s Dictionary of
English Usage. “Till is actually the
older word, dating back to at least

the 9th century.” The longer “un-
til” didn’t show up until a few
centuries later and was first re-
corded around 1200.

Because “till” isn’t a contraction
or shortened form, it’s no less
formal or proper than “until.”

“Until is often said to have a
somewhat more formal quality
than till and to be the more likely
choice at the beginning of a sen-
tence or clause,” Merriam’s notes.
“In general, our evidence sup-
ports those observations. Note,
however, that till, although less
common than until, can still be
perfectly at home in highly seri-

ous writing and at the beginning
of a sentence.”

So to do as the pros do, use till
or until. But style guides like AP
and Chicago don’t apply to every-
one. If you prefer ’til, it’s still an
option. If you want to make a
contraction out of until by drop-
ping the “un” and replacing it
with an apostrophe, that’s a privi-
lege enjoyed by every English
speaker. You can contract any-
thing you want. Heck, you can
replace the first letter of my last
name with an apostrophe if
you’re so inclined, though my
husband might want a word if

you do.
But there’s still a way to make a

mistake with ’til. When you type
an apostrophe before ’til, auto-
correct software programs may
change your apostrophe to a
single quotation mark, assuming
that’s what you wanted. It’s not.
You want a proper apostrophe,
which is either straight or shaped
a little like a backwards letter C,
with the opening to the left. A
single quotation mark curves the
other way, like the letter C. So if
you type ’til your software might
change it to ‘til, which is wrong.
To fix this, you can either change

your autocorrect settings or use
my lazier method of just typing
two apostrophes then deleting
the first one.

I notice this problem less and
less because I notice ’til less and
less. That’s a good thing because
it suggests people are writing
better. But it’s also a bad thing
because my job is to fix writing
mistakes, and every time a com-
puter gets better at fixing writing
errors, I move one step closer to
obsolescence.

But if a recent experience is
any indication, I won’t be out of
work anytime soon. While editing
a document in the Google Docs
word processing program re-
cently, I ran spell-checker. It
stopped on the word till and
offered a suggestion I have never
heard in all my years of reading
about language: til. One L, no
apostrophe.

So it looks like my job is safe —
at least till computers get a little
smarter.

A WORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE

‘Till,’ a roughly 1,300-year-old word, predates its
more popular cousin and is no less formal

JUNE CASAGRANDE is the
author of “The Joy of Syntax: A
Simple Guide to All the Grammar
You Know You Should Know.” She
can be reached at
JuneTCN@aol.com.

Chinnapong
stock.adobe.com

BECAUSE “TILL”
isn’t a contraction or
shortened form, it’s
no less formal or
proper than “until,”
writes grammar
columnist June
Casagrande. The
word “till,” in fact,
predates “until” in the
English language.
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Special Revenue Funds Capital Project Fund Debt Service Fund

Tide and Tide and Facilities Other
Submerged Submerged Financial Planning Civic Center Governmental

General Land - Operating Land - Harbor Capital Measure M Reserve COP Funds Totals
Revenues:
Taxes and assessments:
Property tax 113,313,535$ -$ -$ -$ -$ -$ -$ 113,313,535$
Sales tax 36,232,969 - - - - - - 36,232,969
Transient occupancy tax 20,847,883 - - - - - - 20,847,883
Other taxes 11,868,944 - - - - - 719,738 12,588,682

Intergovernmental 3,848,205 - - 2,381,906 - 1,148,239 5,294,581 12,672,931
Licenses, permits and fees 4,703,970 56,863 - - 208,822 - 814,207 5,783,862
Charges for services 21,115,081 10,541 - - - - - 21,125,622
Fines and forfeitures 3,487,164 22,719 - - - - - 3,509,883
Investment income 1,295,547 337,036 484,209 50,209 357,822 21,281 1,219,649 3,765,753
Net increase in fair value of investments 1,404,696 288,127 413,945 42,923 305,897 - 1,021,711 3,477,299
Property income 10,392,662 11,227,661 3,772,612 - 258,425 - - 25,651,360
Donations 786,111 - - - - - 9,450 795,561
Other 656,249 - - - - - 5,294,030 5,950,279

Total revenues 229,953,016 11,942,947 4,670,766 2,475,038 1,130,966 1,169,520 14,373,366 265,715,619

Expenditures:
Current:
General government 14,863,427 1,104,658 - - - - - 15,968,085
Public safety 105,452,011 12,420,766 - - - - 418,070 118,290,847
Public works 39,050,719 2,977,453 - - - - 3,702,793 45,730,965
Community development 12,503,677 2,661 - - - - 106,413 12,612,751
Community services 23,044,258 1,384,651 - - - - 45,333 24,474,242
Capital outlay - 622,606 819,971 2,850,012 - - 16,083,517 20,376,106
Debt service (note 6):
Principal - - - - - 3,405,000 171,000 3,576,000
Interest and fiscal charges 195,347 - - - - 7,053,961 16,395 7,265,703

Total expenditures 195,109,439 18,512,795 819,971 2,850,012 - 10,458,961 20,543,521 248,294,699

Excess (deficiency) of revenues
over expenditures 34,843,577 (6,569,848) 3,850,795 (374,974) 1,130,966 (9,289,441) (6,170,155) 17,420,920

Other financing sources (uses):
Transfers in (note 13) - 3,042,672 5,414,939 - 9,915,459 8,086,599 13,914,312 40,373,981
Transfers out (note 13) (32,346,243) (10,740) - - (8,296,998) - (110,000) (40,763,981)

Total other financing sources
(uses) (32,346,243) 3,031,932 5,414,939 - 1,618,461 8,086,599 13,804,312 (390,000)

Net change in fund balances 2,497,334 (3,537,916) 9,265,734 (374,974) 2,749,427 (1,202,842) 7,634,157 17,030,920

Fund balances, beginning 96,586,138 6,409,439 7,132,798 2,111,496 14,297,412 2,362,228 59,092,210 187,991,721

Fund balances, ending 99,083,472$ 2,871,523$ 16,398,532$ 1,736,522$ 17,046,839$ 1,159,386$ 66,726,367$ 205,022,641$

This Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances should be read in conjunction with information contained in the City of Newport Beach's Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) for fiscal year 2019-20.
The CAFR presents additional information critical to a reader's understanding of the financial position of the City of Newport Beach, including a full set of basic financial statements and accompanying notes to the financial statements.
The CAFR can be viewed on the City's website at www.newportbeachca.gov/CAFR, or by contacting the City of Newport Beach at 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660.
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Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, February 23, 2021, at 4:00 p.m., or soon thereafter as the
matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted in the City Council Chambers at 100 Civic Center
Drive, Newport Beach. The City Council of the City of Newport Beach will consider the following application:

Elimination of an amortization period for nonconforming signs – Amendments to General Plan
Policy NR21.2, Coastal Land Use Plan Policy 4.4.4-4, and Sections 20.42.140 of Title 20 (Planning
and Zoning) and 21.30.065 of Title 21 (Local Coastal Program Implementation Plan) of the New-
port Beach Municipal Code (NBMC) to eliminate the existing amortization period for nonconform-
ing signs, which currently requires all nonconforming signs to be removed by October 27, 2020.
The project is exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Section 15061(b)(3) because it has no potential to have a significant effect on the environment
and CEQAGuidelines Section 15265(a)(1) due to the fact it relates to an amendment to the Local Coastal
Program.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that on November 19, 2020, by a vote of 7-0, the Planning
Commission of the City of Newport Beach recommended that the City Council adopt the proposed
amendments for the elimination of an amortization period for nonconforming signs.

All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge this
project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing or in written
correspondence delivered to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. Administrative procedures for appeals
are provided in the Newport Beach Municipal Code Chapter 21.64. The application may be continued to a
specific future meeting date, and if such an action occurs additional public notice of the continuance will not
be provided. Prior to the public hearing the agenda, staff report, and documents may be reviewed at the City
Clerk’s Office, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, California, 92660 or at the City of Newport Beach
website at www.newportbeachca.gov. Individuals not able to attend the meeting may contact the Planning
Division or access the City’s website after the meeting to review the action on this application.

SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19
Given the Declaration of a State Emergency and Proclamation of Local Emergency related to COVID-19, we
recommend that you submit your questions and comments in writing for City Council consideration by sending
them to cityclerk@newportbeachca.gov. To give the City Council adequate time to review your questions and
comments, please submit your written comments by Monday, February 22, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. In addition,
members of the public will have the ability to participate in this meeting telephonically. Please review the
Agenda for further instructions. The Agenda, staff report and corresponding documents will be posted to the
City’s website at www.newportbeachca.gov, by end of business day on Friday, February 19, 2021. While the
City does not expect there to be any changes to the above process for participating in this meeting, if there
is a change, the City will post the information as soon as possible to the City’s website. The City of Newport
Beach thanks you in advance for continuing to take precautions to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus.
If you are unable to participate in the meeting via the process set forth in the agenda, please contact the City
Clerk at 949-644-3005 or cityclerk@newportbeachca.gov and our staff will attempt to accommodate you.

For questions regarding this public hearing item please contact Matt Schneider, Principal Planner at 949-644-
3219 or mschneider@newportbeachca.gov, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach, CA 92660.
Project File No.: PA2019-184 Activity No.: CA2019-007 and LC2019-005
Location: Citywide Applicant: City of Newport Beach

/s/ Leilani I. Brown, MMC, City Clerk, City of Newport Beach
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CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on Tuesday, February 23, 2021, at 4:00 p.m., or soon thereafter
as the matter shall be heard, a public hearing will be conducted in the Council Chambers at 100
Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach. The City Council of the City of Newport Beach will consider the
following application:
Industrial Zoning (IG) Zoning District Code Amendments – Amendments to Sections 20.24.020
(Industrial Zoning District Land Uses and Permit Requirements), 20.40.040 (Off-Street Parking Spaces
Required), 20.48.090 (Eating and Drinking Establishments), and Sections 20.70.020 (Definitions of
Specialized Terms and Phrases) of Title 20 (Planning and Zoning) of the Newport Beach Municipal
Code (NBMC). These amendments would allow the operation of wine tasting rooms, subject to
obtaining a conditional use permit, within the IG Zoning District.
The project is exempt from environmental review under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to Section 15305 under Class 5 (Minor Alterations in Land Use Limitations) of the
CEQA Guidelines, California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division 6, Chapter 3.
NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN on November 19, 2020, the Planning Commission of the City
of Newport Beach reviewed the proposed changes to Title 20 of the NBMC and, by a vote of 4-3,
recommended the City Council approve the Code Amendment.
All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge
this project in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing
or in written correspondence delivered to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. Administrative
procedures for appeals are provided in the Newport Beach Municipal Code Chapter 20.64. The application
may be continued to a specific future meeting date, and if such an action occurs additional public
notice of the continuance will not be provided. Prior to the public hearing the agenda, staff report,
and documents may be reviewed at the City Clerk’s Office, 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach,
California, 92660 or at the City of Newport Beach website at www.newportbeachca.gov. Individuals
not able to attend the meeting may contact the Planning Division or access the City’s website after
the meeting to review the action on this application.
SPECIAL NOTICE REGARDING COVID-19
Given the Declaration of a State Emergency and Proclamation of Local Emergency related to
COVID-19, we recommend that you submit your questions and comments in writing for City
Council consideration by sending them to cityclerk@newportbeachca.gov. To give the City Council
adequate time to review your questions and comments, please submit your written comments by
Monday, February 22, 2021, at 5:00 p.m. In addition, members of the public will have the abil-
ity to participate in this meeting telephonically. Please review the Agenda for further instructions.
The Agenda, staff report and corresponding documents will be posted to the City’s website at
www.newportbeachca.gov, by end of business day on Friday, February 19, 2021. While the City does
not expect there to be any changes to the above process for participating in this meeting, if there
is a change, the City will post the information as soon as possible to the City’s website. The City of
Newport Beach thanks you in advance for continuing to take precautions to prevent the spread of
the COVID-19 virus. If you are unable to participate in the meeting via the process set forth in the
agenda, please contact the City Clerk at 949-644-3005 or cityclerk@newportbeachca.gov and our
staff will attempt to accommodate you.
For questions regarding this public hearing item please contact Chelsea Crager, Associate Planner,
at 949-644-3227 or ccrager@newportbeachca.gov.
Project File No.: PA2020-042 Activity No.: CA2020-005
Applicant: City of Newport Beach
Location: The Industrial (IG) Zoning District is in the northwest corner of the City near Costa Mesa
along Production Place, 16th Street, and portions of Monrovia Avenue

/s/ Leilani I. Brown, MMC, City Clerk, City of Newport Beach
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City of Newport Beach

Cities Financial Transactions Report
Summary and Statistics

Fiscal Year 2020
Summary:

Revenues
Expenditures/Expenses

Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues
Over (Under) Expenditures
Income (Loss) Before Capital
Contributions, Transfers, and
Special and Extraordinary Items

Other Financing Sources (Uses)
Capital Contributions
Proprietary Fund Transfers In (Out)
Special and Extraordinary Items

Change in Fund Balance/Net Position
Fund Balance/Net Position (Deficit),
Beginning of Fiscal Year

Adjustments (Specify)

Specify Governmental Fund Adjustments

Specify Proprietary Fund Adjustments

Fund Balance/Net Position
(Deficit), End of Fiscal Year

Statistics:
Current Transient Occupancy Tax Rate
Effective Date of Current Transient
Occupancy Tax Rate
Current Utility User Tax Rate
Appropriations Limit
Total Annual Appropriations
Subject to the Limit

Governmental Funds
$ 265,715,619

248,294,699
17,420,920

-

(390,000)
-
-
-

17,030,920
187,991,721

-

-

-

$ 205,022,641

Proprietary Funds
$ 68,791,446

59,848,205
-

8,943,241

-
-

390,000
-

9,333,241
183,444,403

-

-

-

$ 192,777,644

10
7/14/1993

-
201,601,920
181,736,695

Please note, the balances shown above are not final and are unaudited. For final, audited
balances, please see the City of Newport Beach’s CAFR at http://www.newportbeachca.gov/CAFR.
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Spradlin said that Vo had
last-minute conflicts due
to the Lunar New Year,
which was on Friday.

The hourlong forum was
moderated by Newport
Beach Chamber of Com-
merce president and chief
executive officer Steven
Rosansky.

The three candidates in
attendance — former state
Sen. John Moorlach, New-
port Beach Mayor Pro Tem

Kevin Muldoon and tax at-
torney Janet Rappaport —
were each given two min-
utes to make opening re-
marks. Questions were
kept to about two minutes
each and closing state-
ments in a minute or less.

Candidates were asked
to respond to questions
about how they felt the
county handled the pan-
demic, vaccine rollouts,
budgets, homelessness,
how to help small busi-
nesses, John Wayne Airport

Continued from page A1
FORUM

Screenshot by
Lilly Nguyen

NEWPORT BEACH
Chamber of Commerce
president Steven
Rosansky, top left,
introduces the
candidates participating
in Friday's candidates
forum for the 2nd
Supervisorial District
Vacancy Election.

See Forum, page A6
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Seismic Retrofit
Experts

Is your property prepared for the big one?

Get ahead of municipal ordinances & find
out what it takes to seismic retrofit your

property today.

> FREE ESTIMATES
> NO CHANGE ORDERS

> POSSIBLE INSURANCE DISCOUNTS
> FINANCING & COST RECOVERY

310-890-3989
Zebra Construction Inc.

145 S. Fairfax Ave Los Angeles CA 90036
ZebraConstruct.com

GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN
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It’s the solution
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seeking a
home,
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CLASSIFIED
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It’s the solution
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new occupation!

Sell your unwanted items
the easy way! Place a
Classified ad today!

timescommunityadvertising.com
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seven-day averages of 29.7
daily new cases per
100,000 residents, a testing
positivity rate of 9.4%, and
a health equity quartile
positivity rate of 12.4%.
Those numbers come with
a seven-day lag.

The county would have
to show an adjusted daily
case rate average between
four and seven cases per
100,000 residents, a testing
positivity rate of 5% to 8%,
and a health equity quar-
tile of 5.3% to 8% to ad-
vance to the red tier.

The school district has
been providing voluntary
testing for the virus. Over
four testing opportunities
for students, there have
been 1,198 tests adminis-
tered with a total of 25
positive tests, data pre-
sented by Assistant Supt.
Michael Conlon showed.
The next testing opportu-

nity for students in the
district will be Feb. 23.

There have been seven
testing opportunities for
district staff, resulting in
908 tests being adminis-
tered with five positive
tests reported.

Board clerk Kelly Os-
borne asked how student
participation in the op-
tional testing could be in-
creased. Conlon said the
district is exploring the
possibility of providing a
saliva test in addition to
offering PCR swabs.

High school sports have
returned to a point, de-
pendent on their tier des-
ignation.

The only fall sport
under the CIF’s revised
two-season schedule that
can currently hold con-
tests in the most restric-
tive, purple tier is cross-
country, while other
sports can hold modified
workouts.

Board member Dee Perry
inquired about whether

students involved in the
arts could also be brought
back to school. Viloria indi-
cated that opportunities for
related electives, after-
school programs and extra-
curricular activities need to
be considered in prepara-
tion for a return to the red
tier. He said sports is a
separate issue because of
the existence of youth
sports guidance.

“We can do sports sim-
ply because there’s sports
guidance that allows us to
do youth sports,” Viloria
said. “That’s a separate set
of guidance that we’re fol-
lowing and adhering to.”

The Orange County
Health Care Agency re-
ported 42 more deaths
due to the coronavirus
and 779 more cases on
Thursday in its most re-
cent release of data con-
cerning transmission of
the virus.

An update was not is-
sued Friday.

Through Thursday, the

death toll in the county
because of the pandemic
had reached 3,493, with
the cumulative case count
at 240,999.

Hospitalizations result-
ing from contracting the
virus were at 965, with 298
COVID-19 patients being
treated in intensive care
units.

Here are the latest cu-
mulative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County (through
Feb. 11):

• Santa Ana: 43,289
cases; 615 deaths

• Anaheim: 40,152 cases;
640 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
9,918 cases; 164 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 8,452
cases; 95 deaths

• Irvine: 9,769 cases; 59
deaths

• Newport Beach: 3,481
cases; 57 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 3,277
cases; 57 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 767
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 24,823 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 33,327 cases;
six deaths

• 25 to 34: 48,259 cases;
38 deaths

• 35 to 44: 37,661 cases;
79 deaths

• 45 to 54: 38,700 cases;
225 deaths

• 55 to 64: 30,304 cases;
470 deaths

• 65 to 74: 15,100 cases;
675 deaths

• 75 to 84: 7,581 cases;
845 deaths

• 85 and older: 5,094
cases; 1,154 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. Information
on COVID-19 vaccines in
Orange County can be

found at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/covid-
19-vaccine-resources.Continued from page A1

SCHOOLS

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner
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MOVE IN AND RECEIVE $5,000 IN CREDITS!
Take a tour of our beautiful community and secure your home today.

CoastalHeightsSeniorLiving.com | (949) 646-6300
2283 Fairview Road | Costa Mesa, CA 92627

There are $5,000 reasons
to call Coastal Heights
Senior Living home …

• Housekeeping Weekly

• On-site caregiving agency

• Restaurant-Style Dining

James Clay Searby
April 21, 1957 - January 20, 2021

James Clay Searby, “JIM”, aka by his family nickname,
“Jiminy Cricket” was born April 21, 1957 in San Mateo,
California. He passed away peacefully at home in Morro Bay,
California, January 20, 2021, age 63.
Jim loved his life and cherished his children Cecilia and

Miles more than anything in the world! He was a big kid at
heart, always ready to help anyone, have fun, and live life to
the fullest. Jim has been drawn to things that go fast. From
his early days on bicycles and skateboards, to racing tubes
on surfboards, and doing wheelies on his dirt-bikes through
Laguna Beach. His love for speed expanded into Jet Skis
on the ocean and on lakes and assorted off-road vehicles.
He continued indulging his love for speed by cruising fast in
his many Porsches along the Big Sur coastline and many
of California’s winding roads with his friends and kids. Jim
never shyed away from going a little faster than some might
recommend. Throughout his life, his quest for adventure took
him all over California, Hawaii, Mexico, Africa, and Samoa.
Jim was raised in Southern California. He moved from

West Covina to Laguna Beach in 1972 where he “attended”
and graduated from LBHS in 1975. Along with his siblings,
Jim enjoyed his early days making sandwiches at Giovanni’s
I. He was a regularly seen surfer at Thalia St, Agate, and
several other Laguna surf spots. After High School, he
worked for several years as a handyman, painter, carpenter,
and landscaper, for property management company Marion
Milne Realty. It was local elders, Loyd Milne and his uncle Bill
“Ace” Nelson that trained him to be the talented carpenter and
contractor that he became.
Jim moved to Morro Bay in his early 20s where he

established himself as a respected, loved , and successful
contractor. He loved his work and was excited about each
and every project. He built and remodeled quality homes
for many happy customers on the Central Coast for over the
last 40 years and was loved by all for his good nature and
honest reliable work ethic. Jim was always an exceptionally
hard worker, had incredible integrity, a deep concern for
others, and easily shared his hands, home, knowledge, and
infectious smile. He will be greatly missed by all who had the
pleasure to know and work with him.
Jim loved to laugh and joke around with all he encountered;

He was everyone’s best friend. Jim loved to play the lottery
and was a regular at the black jack table. A shot and a beer
with his friends and loved ones always made him smile at the
end of the day. Jim would cook it up, often making a Turkey,
Ham and all the fixings, enough food for 20 people, even if it
was just a few family members for dinner. He especially loved
his new reclining couch which he would always make a point
to show off after a beautiful meal. Jim has a vast extended
family that all hold him in their hearts dearly, we will ride a
wave for you everyday Jim, we love you! We all miss his
presence and will live life to the fullest in his memory.
Jim is survived by his beloved children Cecilia and Miles,

Mother Babette, brother Steve, sisters Jan & Sue and “his girl”
Caroline, his little dog Miss Sadie and cat Nalu~
Jim always told Cece and Miles, to never leave a room,

without saying I love you, he was a great father and friend
to all!
We love you Jim!!
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Mayor Pro Tem Tito Ortiz
and Natalie Moser, while
Barbara Delgleize, Mike
Posey and Dan Kalmick
voted no.

The City Council is now
reexamining the second
block closure. The item also
calls for staff to engage an
urban design firm, as well
as for Carr, Ortiz and an-
other council member to
serve on an ad hoc Down-
town Urban Design Study
Committee.

According to the item
prepared by director of
community development
Ursula Luna-Reynosa, “the
temporary closure of Main

Street has resulted in robust
discussions that warrants
further study for informed
discussions about future
placemaking opportunities
and better connection to
the southern portion of the
Downtown as defined in
the Downtown Specific
Plan.”

Tuesday’s City Council
meeting begins at 6 p.m.
and can be watched on
channel HBTV-3 or online
athuntingtonbeach.legistar-
.com. Residents may send
comments on agenda items
to supplementalcomm@
surfcity-hb.org.

Communications re-
ceived by 2 p.m. Tuesday
will be distributed to the
council prior to consider-
ation of agenda-related
items.

Residents are encour-
aged to submit comments
during the meeting via
Zoom. The Webinar ID is
971 5413 0528 and can be
reached via the Zoom app
or by calling (669) 900-6833
and entering the ID. Indi-
viduals will be placed in a
holding queue and
prompted to speak when
the city clerk announces
their name or the last three
digits of their phone num-
ber.

Time for remarks is lim-
ited to three minutes.

Continued from page A1
CLOSURE

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

and hazard pay for grocery
workers. Muldoon said he
was glad to be attending

the forum virtually as the
pandemic continues, but
that he believes the county
needs to reopen, citing the
closures’ negative effects
on the community and lo-
cal economy. He said his

focus is on keeping busi-
nesses open safely.

“Allowing businesses to
be shut down again [is] …
bad for the community. It’s
bad for the economy, bad
for mental health, bad for
children,” said Muldoon,
adding that the constant
closures is a terrible disser-
vice to Orange County resi-
dents.

Muldoon was elected to
Newport Beach City Coun-
cil in 2014 and was mayor

pro tem in 2016.
In 2017, Muldoon was

appointed mayor and fol-
lowed then-outgoing May-
or Diane Dixon. He was
appointed as the mayor
pro tem again in Decem-
ber.

Moorlach said that he’d
be focusing on responding
to the pandemic and lock-
down and said he is look-
ing ahead to planning the
budget as the current fiscal
year nears its end in June.

“We got to work on keep-
ing the economy going and
in a fair and respectful
manner,” said Moorlach.
“Everyone’s job is es-
sential.”

Moorlach lost his bid for
reelection to newcomer
David Min in November
but was a former supervi-
sor for the district from
2006 to 2015 and won his
seat in the state Senate in
2016.

For Rappaport, who said
she is not a “professional
politician” and is a tax at-
torney, her goal is to re-
store transparency in pub-
lic decision-making, which
she believes is lacking in
county government. She
said she’s committed to
conservative uses of tax-

payer funds but stressed
that she intends to be non-
partisan.

“My sole agenda is to lis-
ten and respond to the sole
concerns of the 2nd Dis-
trict,” said Rappaport. “My
biggest priority is to end
the virus’s impact on Or-
ange County.”

The Orange County Reg-
istrar’s Office said Monday
that about 400,000 ballots
have been mailed out to
voters for the special elec-
tion and that ballot drop
boxes will be open through
March 9.

The forum can be seen
online at youtube.com/
watch?v=JjtlmyKeICI.

Continued from page A4
FORUM

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS
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Start the Year Off
BRIGHT

©2021 Solatube Home

626-219-2551
SolatubeHome.com/LAT

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Bring beautiful, natural
light to any room in
two hours.

• Brighten kitchens, hallways,
bathrooms, etc.

• Enhance your space with
decorative fixtures

• Get natural light inside
your home

• High performance
insolated glass

Lic.# 847890

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.

BUNDLE & SAVE EVENT

BEFORE

AFTER

714-982-1996

a picture and scan it. They
can order cookies from me,
and we can go and deliver
them and stay socially dis-
tanced. We don’t even have
to interact.”

Girl Scouts of Orange
County has become cre-
ative during the pandemic,
Communications Director
Caron Berkley said. Their
familiar booths are not al-
lowed outside of grocery
stores right now due to
state health restrictions.

Door hangers with the
QR codes and a person-
alized link are another new
touch. The organization
has also introduced the
Great Girl Scout Cookie
Buy-Out, which allows
businesses to buy out a vir-
tual booth, starting at 50
packages of cookies or
$250.

Girl Scouts of Orange
County, which includes
about 18,000 girls, has also
partnered with Grubhub
for cookie deliveries at cer-
tain hours. Girl Scout
troops staff the three loca-
tions, including sites in
Mission Viejo, Yorba Linda
and at the county head-
quarters in Irvine, and re-
ceive app orders on a tab-
let. They then place the
cookies on a table from
which a Grubhub driver
picks them up and delivers
them to the buyer.

The money raised from
the deliveries goes to bene-
fit the volunteering troop.

“It’s not in your face as
much as it usually is, with
girls out in front of stores
or being able to go door-
to-door in neighbor-
hoods,” Berkley said. “Not
unlike small businesses,
who are stressed these
days in the pandemic to
come up with new and cre-
ative business models, Girl
Scouts are doing the same
thing.”

Marriana Alfano, an 8-
year-old from Huntington
Beach, has already sold
more than 600 boxes this
year for Troop 7332,
though she has a way to go
to match her total of 1,379
boxes from last year. She
said cookie sales have been

harder this year — “my legs
hurt more because I have
to go around and drop off
door hangers” — but she is
still enjoying the work.

Alisa Lembke-Alfano,
Marriana’s mom, said the

family doesn’t mind the
contactless aspect this
year. Both mother and
daughter have asthma.
They teamed up to post a
video on social media.

“We considered not do-

ing this, but we wanted the
consistency for her, be-
cause she’s done it and had
success the last few years,”
Lembke-Alfano said. “I
think it’s important for her
to realize that she can still

do things. It might be dif-
ferent, but in the long run,
we’ve learned a lot.”

Devon Hills, who lives in
Costa Mesa, also is learn-
ing as a troop leader for
Troop 8480, which includes
her 6-year-old daughter,
Lucy. As a kindergartner
Lucy is in the Girl Scouts’
Daisy program. The family
has been using social me-
dia for many of their sales.

“She loves it,” Hills said
of Lucy’s involvement.
“She’s more focused on
selling cookies, making the
phone calls to friends and
family so that she can earn
money for activities in the
future. Even at this age,
they really are learning
how to manage money and
kind of getting the idea of
the value of the dollar
[and] what they might be

able to buy with this mon-
ey that they’ve earned.”

Berkley, whose own
daughter, Tess, is a Junior
Girl Scout, said online sales
have been strong. The pro-
ceeds from the cookies
stays local and fund many
of a troop’s activities for the
year.

She said she drives
around each Saturday with
her daughter to deliver or-
ders placed online.

“Cookie sales, as chal-
lenging as it is, it’s still a
bright light for these girls,”
Berkley said. “The success
of each sale really gives
them a boost of self-confi-
dence. We want to do
everything we can to help
with that.”

Continued from page A1
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GIRL SCOUT Tess Berkley, left, and her mother Caron Berkley, help prepare cookies orders for Grubhub pickup at the Girl Scouts of Orange County
headquarters in Irvine on Wednesday. The troop has found ways to find customers despite the ongoing coronavirus pandemic.

GIRL SCOUT
COOKIES ready

for GrubHub
pickup at the Girl
Scouts of Orange

County
headquarters in

Irvine.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

a Marine unit who have a cumulative
grade point average of 2.0 (on an un-
weighted 4.0 scale) and whose family has
an adjusted gross income of $106,000 or
less for 2021-22.

Scholarships are available for those
pursuing an associate’s or bachelor’s de-
gree, attending or planning to attend a
college or career training school listed
on the National Center for Education
Statistic’s College Navigator website dur-
ing the 2021-22 academic year.

Career and technical education schol-
arships are also available for students
planning to attend a non-degree certifi-
cate program or vocational training 12
months or less at a community college or
private career school listed on the Col-
lege Navigator website.

Applications may be submitted
through March 2. For more information,
visit mcsf.org/apply.

Laguna Beach Festival of
Arts 2021 grant applications
due March 5

Nonprofit organizations with pro-
grams promoting fine arts in and around
the city of Laguna Beach are welcome to
apply for a series of art grants through
the Festival of Arts Foundation begin-
ning Feb. 8.

The Foundation, established in 1989 to
preserve and promote fine arts and other
artistic endeavors in the area, will be ac-
cepting applications through March 5.

“The FOA Foundation is proud to be
able to assist local nonprofit art organi-
zations during these challenging times,”
Foundation President Bob Earl said in a
statement. “We hope that these funds
will help to continue the programs that
educate our community on the impor-
tance of art and cultural experiences.”

Applications can be submitted online
at foapom.com/grants. For information
on eligibility, grant awards and the appli-
cation process, contact Bob Earl at (949)
494-4132.

Laguna Beach school board
appoints Michael Conlon to
assistant superintendent

The Laguna Beach Unified School Dis-
trict has named Michael Conlon its as-
sistant superintendent of human re-
sources and public communications, ac-
cording to district officials.

Conlon, who was serving as the direc-
tor of human resources for the district,
was appointed to the role at the board
meeting on Jan. 28, at which the board
considered reorganizing into a format
with three assistant superintendents.

A statement from the district said that
the decision would not result in an in-

crease in staff. Jeff Dixon is the assistant
superintendent of business services, and
the district plans to hire an assistant su-
perintendent of instructional services.

“Michael [Conlon] has continued to
demonstrate his focus on continuous
improvement for himself and our com-
munity,” District Supt. Jason Viloria said
in the release. “He is committed to de-
veloping positive relationships with staff
and problem-solving conflicts when they
occur. He has proven to be an effective
human resources leader and administra-
tor whose work is characterized by a
genuine concern for the entire school
community.”

Edison alumMichael Saffell
is Pac-12 Football Scholar
Athlete of the Year

Cal senior football player Michael Saf-
fell, an Edison High alumnus, has been
named the Pac-12 Football Scholar Ath-
lete of the Year.

Saffell, a center, started on the offen-
sive line for the Golden Bears each of the
last three years, earning honorable men-
tion All-Pac-12 honors in 2020. He began
his career at guard before moving to cen-
ter as a junior.

Due to COVID-19, he is eligible for a
fifth year of competition, and he has
opted to return in 2021.

Saffell earned his bachelor’s degree
from Cal’s Haas School of Business in
three-and-a-half years, graduating in
December with a 3.62 undergraduate
GPA. He was accepted into the universi-
ty’s Master of Information and Data Sci-
ence program, which he began in Janu-
ary.

Orange County SC shirt sales
to benefit O.C. Educational
Arts Academy

The Orange County Soccer Club has
started the “JuntosMásFuertes” cam-
paign, hoping to combine the communi-
ty’s passion for soccer and the arts to
support diverse nonprofit organizations.

A custom shirt has been created in col-
laboration with a local artist, and all net
proceeds from its sale will go to the Or-
ange County Educational Arts Academy.

Located in Santa Ana, the institution
serves about 630 students, ranging from
transitional kindergarten to eighth
grade.

Hugo Cesar Chavarria was the South-
ern Californian artist called upon to cre-
ate the design for the shirt, which de-
picts action in an Orange County Soccer
Club game with landmarks like the Santa
Ana Water Tower and the Great Park Bal-
loon in Irvine in the background.

The shirts are limited edition and will
be on sale through February. The cost is
$20 per shirt, and they can be purchased
at the following link: bit.ly/OCSCDASH.

— From Staff Reports
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California officials on Friday
said that people between the ages
of 16 and 64 who are disabled or
at high risk for morbidity and
mortality from COVID-19 will be
eligible to be vaccinated begin-
ning next month.

The move comes after weeks of
debate over who will get to the
front of the line for precious
doses, which remain in short sup-
ply. Officials estimate the move
will make 4 million to 6 million
more people eligible for the vac-
cine, bringing the total number of
Californians eligible to between
17 million and 20 million, or
about half the state.

But supplies remain very lim-
ited. Based on current allocation
projections, California won’t
come close to meeting demand
for some time. It will ultimately be
up to local providers to decide
who gets the vaccine immedi-
ately, with medical workers, first
responders, people 65 and older,
teachers and essential workers all
vying for shots.

The underlying conditions ex-
plicitly stated include cancer;
chronic kidney disease of stage
four or above; chronic pulmonary
disease; Down syndrome;
immunocompromised immune
system from solid organ trans-
plant; pregnancy; sickle cell dis-
ease; heart conditions, such as
heart failure, coronary artery dis-
ease or cardiomyopathies (ex-
cluding hypertension); severe
obesity; and Type 2 diabetes mel-
litus.

The state also broadly defined
eligible individuals as those who
are likely to develop a severe life-
threatening illness or death from
a COVID-19 infection or are lim-
ited in their ability to receive on-
going care or services vital to their
survival.

These groups can begin getting
the vaccine March 15.

State Health and Human Serv-
ices Secretary Mark Ghaly did not
provide details on what verifica-
tion individuals would need to
provide in order to receive the
vaccine.

The news follows a meeting last
week set by a high-level task force
with members from the depart-

ments of Aging, Disability Serv-
ices and Health and Human Serv-
ices that hashed out details of a
proposal raised by a vaccine ad-
visory committee.

Gov. Gavin Newsom’s previous
announcement last month that
the state would shift vaccine pri-
ority to an age-based eligibility
structure sparked concerns from
groups representing the disability
community who may now have to
wait longer to get vaccinated, with
hundreds sharing their frustra-
tions on social media.

Friday’s announcement was
welcomed by advocates.

“There’s no question that
there’s going to be a lot of chal-
lenges, but there’s also no ques-
tion that this new policy is dra-

matically better,” said Andy Im-
parato of Disability Rights Califor-
nia, who also serves on the state’s
vaccine advisory committee.
“This creates a safety valve for
people under 65” who may still
face significant risk.

Imparato said he hoped the
new rule would ease the dispari-
ties that have plagued the vaccine
rollout so far. Many of the same
factors that have made the pan-
demic more deadly in Black, Lat-
ino and Native American commu-
nities also create or intensify disa-
bilities, so extending the current
tier to include those with signifi-
cant comorbidities would mean
more doses reached hard-hit
communities than in an age-
based system, he said.

“We can look on a map and say
which ZIP Code has the most
COVID cases — these are often
the same communities that have
higher rates of diabetes and other
comorbid conditions,” said Dr.
Kirsten Bibbins-Domingo, an epi-
demiologist and co-founder of
the UCSF Center for Vulnerable
Populations. “But that type of lan-
guage [around severe risk] is hard
to implement, and programs that
are hard to implement create
problems with efficiency and
problems with equity.”

In particular, she and others
worried that the documentation
requirement could gum up the
works of California’s already slug-
gish vaccination program.

“We need to be careful about

not splitting hairs about who’s
disabled enough to get vacci-
nated,” said Dr. Alyssa Burgart, a
bioethicist at Stanford. “It’s so
easy to show what your age is. But
there is immense variety in the
type of disability that can place
you at higher risk from COVID.”

Alice Wong, 46, a disabled ac-
tivist in San Francisco who cre-
ated the hashtag #HighRiskCA in
response to the change, agreed.

“There are lots of people who
don’t have a primary care pro-
vider [to provide docu-
mentation],” she said. “We don’t
need more hurdles.”

CALIFORNIA TO OPEN COVID-19 VACCINE TO PEOPLE
UNDER 65 WITH HIGH-RISK HEALTH CONDITIONS

Jeff Chiu | AP

PHARMACISTMARIE ANTONETTE TAMBOT prepares Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccinations for healthcare workers at Seton Medical Center on
Dec. 24, 2020, in Daly City, Calif. The state is planning to open vaccinations to a wider group of residents beginning next month, officials said Friday.

BY COLLEEN SHALBY,
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