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SUPERI OR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALI FORNI A

COUNTY OF ORANGE, ClVIL COWPLEX CENTER

SANTA ANA NEEDS EQUI TY, an

uni ncor por at ed associ ati on;

W LLI AM CONKLI N, an

i ndi vi dual ; KARI NA RANGEL

CONKLI'N, an individual; YOON Case No. 30-2019-01104316-
HEE CHOE, an i ndi vi dual, CU- WM CXC

Petitioners,
VS.
CITY OF SANTA ANA, THE A TY
COUNCI L OF THE CI TY OF SANTA
ANA; PLANNI NG COVM SSI ON OF
THE CI TY OF SANTA ANA;, and
DCES 1 through 20, inclusive,

Respondent s.

Renot e Vi deot aped Deposition of M GUEL PULI DO,
VOLUME |, taken via web videoconference, with all
partici pants attending renotely, conmencing at

10: 30 a.m and concluding at 2:49 p.m on Wdnesday,
Decenber 16, 2020, before Marl ene Apodaca, Certified

Short hand Reporter No. 6579.
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APPEARANCES OF COUNSEL:
FOR THE PETI TI ONERS:

KARA GRANT LAW

BY: EVAN W GRANT, ESQ
17595 Harvard

Suite C 202

Irvine, California 92614
(949) 579-9330

evan@r ant - | aw. net

FOR THE M GUEL PULI DO

CHARLES E. MCCLUNG JR ,
ATTORNEY AT LAW

580 Broadway

Suite 215

Laguna Beach, California 92651
(949) 497-3388

cem@ agunal awyer. com

FOR THE RESPONDENTS:

CITY ATTORNEY' S OFFI CE

BY: LAURA A. ROSSI NI, ESQ
20 Gvic Center Plaza, M29
Santa Ana, California 92701
(714) 647-5201

| rossi ni @ant a-ana. org

FOR THE REAL PARTY I N I NTEREST, RUSSELL FI SCHER, LLP:

ALLEN MATKI NS LECK GAMBLE MALLORY & NATSIS LLP
BY: ANDREW LEE, ESQ

1900 Main Street

Fi fteenth Fl oor

Irvine, California 92614

(949) 851-5478

al ee@l | enmat ki ns. com

ALSO PRESENT:

M CK | RWN, Videographer
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| NDEX OF EXAM NATI ON

W TNESS: M GUEL PULI DO

EXAM NATI ON BY:

MR GRANT

| NDEX TO EXHI BI TS
DEPCSI TI ON DESCRI PTI ON

Exhibit 1 Petitioner's Notice of Deposition
of M guel A Pulido

Exhibit 2 Petitioner's First Amended Notice
of Mguel A Pulido

Exhibit 3 Noti ce of Continuance of Deposition
of Mguel A Pulido

Exhibit 4 E-mai | correspondence

(Exhibits 1 through 4 were introduced

PAGE

PAGE

153

153

153

153

el ectronically, marked for identification, and attached

to the original and copies of the transcript.)

( CONTI NUED)
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California
Wednesday, Decenber 16, 2020
10:30 a.m to 2:49 p.m
-

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: | am M ck Irwi n, your
vi deographer, and | amrepresenti ng KW Court Reporting,
LLC, in lrvine, California. | amnot financially
interested in this action, nor aml| a relative or an
enpl oyee of an attorney or any of the parties.

Today's date is Decenber 16, 2020, at
10:30 a.m This deposition is taking place with Zoom
vi deo conference, with all participants attendi ng
renotely from separate | ocations. The case nunber is
30-2019-01104316- CU- WM CXC, in the Superior Court of
the State of California, for the County of Orange, in
the Cvil Conplex Center, in the above entitled action
of Santa Ana Needs Equity, an unincorporated
association, et al., versus the Cty of Santa Ana, et
al .

This deposition is taking place on behal f of
the petitioners in the matter. This begins nedia one,
Vol une |, of the deposition of Mguel Pulido. The
court reporter is Marlene Apodaca.

Wul d the counsel please give their

appear ances, for the record?

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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MR GRANT: Evan G ant, of Kara G ant Law, on
behal f of the petitioners.

MR. MCCLUNG  Charles McClung, on behalf of
the witness, M guel Pulido.

M5. ROSSIN : Laura Rossini, on behalf of
Respondents, Gty of Santa Ana and the Cty Council of
The Gty of Santa Ana.

MR LEE: Andrew Lee, on behalf of the
Russel | Fischer Partnership LP, Real Party in the
action.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: W /Il the court reporter
pl ease adm ni ster the oath?

THE COURT REPORTER. M nane is Marl ene
Apodaca. | ama California Certified Shorthand
Reporter, and this deposition is being held via
vi deoconf erenci ng equi pnment. The w tness and reporter
are not in the same room The wtness will be sworn in
renotely, pursuant to California Code of G vi
Procedure 2025. 310.

ok
M GUEL PULI DO,
havi ng been first duly sworn by the certified shorthand
reporter, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:
N\

A\

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
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EXAM NATI ON
BY MR GRANT:

Q Good norning, M. Pulido.

A Good nor ni ng.

Q What' s your current location? Wat's the
address where you currently are | ocated where your
providing this testinony today?

A 20 G vic Center Plaza.

Q So you're at Santa Ana City Hall?

A Yes.

Q kay. And is that a location that you
selected to give your deposition testinony today?

A No.

Q Did you have any input at all in the |ocation,
or was this sonething that was deci ded by sonebody
el se?

A Sonebody el se.

Q Okay. Now, and was that an attorney, or was

it anybody other than an attorney?

A | don't know. | was just told to be here.
Laura may know, or other people may know. | don't
know.

Q And were you told to be there by an attorney?
A Yes.

Q Okay. Al right. And we've discussed off the

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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record that the purpose that we were doing a renote
deposition today to accommbdate the requests of the
city that was nmade on behalf of, at least in part by
you, because of concerns about having an in-person
deposi tion.

Does that sound about right to you, that you
had nade sone request to do a renote deposition?

A | spoke to ny attorney about that. Yes.

Q Okay. And so the purpose of all the
procedures that the parties had agreed to for this
deposition was to attenpt as best as possible to
replicate the conditions of an in-person deposition.
Okay?

And so the reason why |'msaying that is
because off the record we had a conversation about the
fact that you appear to be in a roomby yoursel f, and
you're wearing a nmask for the testinony today. |s that
correct, that you're in a roomby yourself, currently?

A Yes. Wth a central air conditioning system
where air mxes with everybody else in the building.
Correct.

Q kay. And do you have any other |ocation
other than -- no. Let me back up.

Do you currently work for the Cty of

Santa Ana in any capacity?

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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A No.

Q Have you ever worked for the Gty of
Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q When did you first start in any capacity as an
enpl oyee or an i ndependent contractor or agent of the
City of Santa Ana?

A 1986, right after the election in Novenber of
1986.

Q And what was your position at that tine?

A Menber of the Gty Council.

Q And then I'mgoing to cone back and fill in
the stuff between that, but what was the |ast date that
you worked for the City of Santa Ana in any capacity?

A Decenber 8th of this year, 2020.

Q Do you have any | ocation, for exanple at your
honme, where you would feel confortable providing
testinmony without a mask?

MR. MCCLUNG Counsel, |I'm not understanding
what the purpose of this. Can we nove the deposition
on?

Of the record |I've already told you that we
will create a space for himto have the deposition
w thout a mask, if that's what you want. W can't do

that right now.

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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MR GRANT: | understand that, but --

MR, MCCLUNG So there is no reason for you to
ask the witness questions about whether he has it or
hasn't.

MR, GRANT: Ckay.

MR MCCLUNG We've off the record said, and
you' ve chosen to go forward right now, with himwth
t he mask.

MR. GRANT: Right.

MR MCCLUNG So let's go forward and do the
deposi tion.

MR, GRANT: All right. | appreciate that,

M. MCung. You did nake that offer off the record,
and | have decided to go forward at this tine, because
we would like to actually take the deposition, and not
reschedul e it again.

But | amnoting our objection for the record
that the only person who is wearing a mask for the
deposition today is the witness, and that it is going
to obstruct and prevent the trier of fact or whonever
el se is going to watch the video frombeing able to
fully evaluate the witness's deneanor and credibility.

Nunber two, is that |'ve asked the witness to
adj ust the canera that he is using, as specified in the

notice, so that we can see himand his tablet, for when

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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he reviews exhibits. And as of yet, either the wtness
I's unable or unwilling to do that. So |I've noted that
for the record.

I"mgoing to proceed at this tinme. 1'Il let
you know if there is a point in tinme where |I decide
that we shoul d suspend the deposition and reconvene,
where M. Pulido can testify without covering the
majority of his face.

Is that fair?

MR MCCLUNG That's fair. And I've already
agreed that you can do that, if you find that this
isn"t working for you. We'Ill reschedul e the deposition
and get himset up at a place where he's not -- where
he's mask-free.

BY MR GRANT:
Q Got it. Al right. Well, let's see what we
can get through for alittle bit.

M. Pulido, are you currently enpl oyed?

A Yes.
Q What is your current enploynent?
A | work as a consultant.
Q Do you work as a consultant for your own
busi ness or for another person's business?
A | have a consulting conpany, and | consult for

different entities.

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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Q What' s the nanme of your consulting conpany?
A Cangas, Inc.

Q Is that spelled Ga-n-g-a-s, I-n-c?

A Correct.

Q And is that a California corporation?

A Yes.

Q Are there any other enpl oyees or independent

contractors, besides yourself, that have ever done any
wor k for Cangas or Cangas?

A No. Only nyself.

Q And you pronounced that nanme in a different
way than | assuned, | guess it would be pronounced.

Is there sone neaning to that word, Cangas, or

sonmething |ike that?

A It's a Spani sh nane, and | speak Spanish. And

that's the way you pronounce it in Spanish.

Q And what is it -- what's the translation from
Spani sh?

A It's just a proper nane. |It's a region in
Spai n.

Q "' msorry?

A It's a region in Spain. It's just a nane.

Q Got it. Ckay.
And is this consultancy that you are operating

under sonething that you started once you |left the

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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enpl oynent at the City of Santa Ana, or sonething that
you were already doing while you were working at the
City of Santa Ana?

A | was already doing it while | was working at
the city.

Q And when did you start any role as a

consul tant for any conpanies, entities, anything |ike

t hat ?
A | don't recall the start date; but it's within
a year, | would say.

Q Wthin a year fromtoday?
A Yeah.

Q So sonetinme since approxinately Decenber of

20197
A That would be nmy estinmate. If you want an
exact date, | would need sone tine. | can go figure it

out, but it's recent.

Q And what's the nature of the consulting that

you do?
A Variety of different businesses.
Q You consult for a variety of different

busi nesses?
A Correct.
Q And | assune that you receive sone sort of

conpensation for that work?

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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A Correct.

Q kay. And what is -- is there any type of
categories of the nature of the businesses that you
have been hired to consult for?

A Primarily energy conpanies and real estate.

Q And have you ever consulted for any business
i nvol ved wi th marijuana?

A Yes.

Q How many different businesses -- strike that.

How many different marijuana rel ated
busi nesses have you consulted for, in let's say since

you started your consulting business or consulting

wor k?
A Two.
Q What are the nanes of those two busi nesses?
A One is naned -- well, | know the owner of the
conpany. |I'mnot certain as to the nane. | believe

it's called Tested.
Q l"msorry?
A Tested, T-e-s-t-e-d.
And another is called, Touchstone.
Q How do you spell Touchstone?
A T-0-u-c-h-s-t-o0-n-e.

Q Ckay. So you said the first conpany you

consulted for that was a marijuana rel ated busi ness was

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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call ed Tested?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. And you said you weren't -- if | heard
you correctly -- I"'msorry, | do a better job when I
can see people's lips and match it up. So | apol ogi ze
If I'"masking you to repeat stuff or whatever; but |I'm
doi ng ny best, under the circunstances.

A That' s okay.

Q Al right. So I think you said that you
weren't a hundred percent sure of the nane, but that
you knew the nane of the owner. |s that accurate?

A Correct.

Q Ckay. Wiat's the -- so it's your best
estimate, if | have it correct, that Tested is the nane
of the conmpany, or Tested is in the nane; but you do
know t he name of the owner.

What's the nanme of the owner of that business?

A Tim Wi ght.

Q And is that Wr-i-t-e?

A Wr-i-g-h-t.

Q Al right. And during what period of tinme did
you consult with M. Wight's business?

A Maybe the | ast six nonths or so.

Q And when you say -- just so we're on the sane

page throughout the deposition, if you give ne an

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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estimate, like "the last six nonths or so", does that
mean that, you know, it's your best estimate that it's

six nonths, give or take a nonth or so? What does that

mean?
A | have --
Q How wi de is that estimte?
A It might be nore than six nonths. Not |ess

t han six nont hs.

Q Can you give nme sort of a general idea of what
It was that you were -- what services you were
providing to the Tested business, or M. Wight's
busi ness?

A Yes. It primarily involved in a project in
| mperial County, California, where we're devel opi ng,

you know, sone cannabis facilities out there in

| mperi al .
Q Is this a manufacturing facility?
A It's -- yes.

Q Ckay. And is there a storefront that's being
devel oped?

A Yes.

Q Anyt hi ng ot her than manufacturing and
storefront?

A Cul tivation.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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A There could be sone delivery. It's stil
bei ng devel oped. We're not, you know, finished.

Q Right. At any point in time, have you had any
ownership interest, be it a legal ownership -- well,
| et me back up.

Do you understand what the difference is
bet ween a | egal ownership and a beneficial ownership
interest? O is that sonething that you' ve never heard
about, the difference of those things?

A Don't know the difference.

Q Al right. So let ne give you what ny
understanding of it is; and if it sounds fair to you,
then I'Il ask you the question.

My understanding is that a | egal ownership
interest is where you are on title of being an owner,

i n some anount.

And a beneficial ownership is that you have an
ownership interest, because you have the right to it,
but that it mght be held in another person or entity's
nane.

Does that sound -- does that nake sense to
you?

A | understand. Ckay.

Q Al right. So ny question to you is: At any

point in tinme, have you had any ownership interest, be

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com
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it legal or beneficial, in this Tested business?
A No.
Q At any point in tinme, have you had an option

to acquire any | egal or beneficial ownership interest
in the Tested business?

A No.

Q | s your conpensation as a consultant at al
tied to the performance of the business?

A No.

Q I s your conpensation as a consultant tied to
the revenue or profit of the Tested business?

A No.

Q Al'l right. Do you know sonebody by the nane

of Jill Wallace?
A Yes.
Q And who is Jill Wallace, as far as you're

concer ned?
A She's a former enployee here in Santa Ana that
| nmet back in 1986, when | canme onto the Cty Council.
She |l eft the city about eight years ago.

Q Anyt hi ng el se?

A She's been a friend and an ally for many
years.
Q What do you nean, when you say she's been a

friend for many years?

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
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A Vel |, you know, when you work with people for
a long time you, you know, develop a friendship. And
we've had a friendship for a long tine.

Q Al right. So what -- and when woul d you say

that you first developed a friendship with Ms. Wl |l ace?

A Probably in the 90's sonetine, after |
started -- got to know her, worked with her for a few
years.

Q And what does what nean to you? You indicated
that your best estimate is that you devel oped a
friendship with Ms. Wallace in the 1990's. So there
was a nunber of years that you worked together, or that
you worked both for the city, before you feel |ike you
had devel oped a friendshi p.

So ny question to you is: \Wat does that nean
to you, that you devel oped a friendship? Wat does
t hat nean?

A Over tinme, when you work with people --
didn't work with her that nmuch in the early years.

In the 90's | began to work with her nore often on
projects. And as with many people in the city, |
devel oped a | ot of friendships.

Q Were all of your friendships with people at
the city that you devel oped over the years the sane in

character as the friendship that you devel oped with

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
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Ms. Wal | ace?

A Yes. Many were.

Q Ckay. You said "many were"?

A Yes.

Q So were sone of the friendships that you
devel oped of a different character with the people who
work at the City of Santa Ana fromthe character of the
friendship you devel oped with Ms. Wallace, starting in
t he 1990' s?

A Sonme people | was not -- didn't work as nuch
with, and I was not as close to. You know, in the city
we have thousands of enployees, and sone | didn't know
as well. But nmany, nmany, many -- and | would
characterize that as in the dozens of individuals -- |
devel oped simlar relationships to ny relationship with
Ms. Wallace, in terns of friendshinp.

Q And once you devel oped this friendship with
Ms. Wallace in the 1909's, have you maintai ned a
friendship with Ms. Wallace fromthat point in time, up
until today?

A Yes.

Q And woul d you -- how woul d you characterize
your friendship with Ms. Wallace fromthe tinme that you
first developed it in the 1990's through today? Wuld

you say it's been pretty consistent? Wuld you say

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
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that it's changed over time? How would you descri be
that friendship over those years?

A It's been generally consistent, but not al
years have been the sanme. There have been sone years
when we worked on projects together very actively; and
there's been other years where we haven't really, you
know, had as nmuch to work on.

"1l give you one exanpl e, the Federal
Court house. Wien we were working on that, we worked,
you know, very actively on it as a project.

Q her years, we haven't had projects like
that. So it's been off and on, up and down; but
overal |, consistent.

Q Al'l right. So you said sonething, and one of
the things | |ike about being an attorney is that |'m
al ways | earni ng about a new subject. So | apologize in
advance if | ask you questions that seemlike they're
obvious to you or that, you know, anyone who's been in
t he public servant business for a couple of decades or
even a coupl e of years should know.

So I'mgoing to apol ogi ze fromthe outset.

Pl ease indul ge ne and just, you know, assune that I
know very little, and then you'll probably be very

close to what | know about the things that you know

about. Al right?
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A Go ahead.

Q Al right. You referenced this Federal
Court house project that you worked on with Ms. Wall ace.

Correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. During what years did you work on the
Federal Courthouse project with Ms. Wall ace?

A 199 -- probably '93 to '95, sonmewhere around
t hat peri od.

Q And that was -- strike that.

And you were both working for the Cty of

Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q Throughout the tine you worked together on
t hat project?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And let ne -- all right.

Are there any other projects that you worked
on with Ms. Wallace that you can specifically identify,
ot her than the Federal Courthouse project? And just to
be clear, at any point in time, so whether she's
wor king at the city or not.

A We wor ked on the Discovery Science Center,
wor ked on the Bowers Museum worked on the Santa Ana

Zoo, worked on the Orange County Streetcar, and | think
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those were the primary projects.

Q And were those all projects that were being
wor ked on by both you and Ms. Wall ace, while you both
worked for the City of Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Wiat's your best estinate as to the
years when you worked on the Di scovery Science Center
project with Ms. Wall ace?

A That was in the 2000's. That was about a
ten-year project. Actually, it's still being worked
on, as we speak; but that began in the early 2000 s,
and it was a very active decade. It was about a
ten-year effort.

Q Did you continue to work on the Discovery
Sci ence Center project in any way after Ms. Wl l ace was
no |l onger working at the Gty of Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q And did Ms. Wallace perform-- strike that.

Did Ms. Wall ace in any way work on the
Di scovery Science Center project after she left the
enpl oynent of the City of Santa Ana?

A No.

Q And just to be clear, did Ms. Wall ace provide
you Wi th any assi stance whatsoever in connection with

the Di scovery Science Center project, once she left the
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enpl oynent of the City of Santa Ana?

A Not actively. She may have given ne thoughts,
on occasion; but no, not really.

It was mainly me trying to raise noney for the

Di scovery Science Center.

Q And is that sonething you were doing -- strike
t hat .

Was your efforts to raise noney for the

Di scovery Science Center sonething that you were doing
i n your official capacity as the Mayor of the Gty of
Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q You nentioned that Ms. Wallace may have given
you her thoughts on occasi on about the D scovery
Sci ence Center project. Correct?

A Yes.

Q And that woul d have been after she left the
enpl oynent of the City of Santa Ana. Correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Wat do you nean by that, that she may
have gi ven you --

A She may have suggested a donor. | can't
remenber, but she may have suggested a donor for ne to
cal | .

Q And how did there cone to be the opportunity
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for Ms. Wallace to provide you with her thoughts about
the Di scovery Science Center project after she had |eft
the enpl oynent of the Gty of Santa Ana?

A She could call nme on the tel ephone on
occasion, and | would talk to her.

Q And when you say "the tel ephone”, is this a
t el ephone |i ke your cell phone, or is this the office
phone at the city? 1s this your home phone? Wat type
of tel ephones are you referring to?

A Cell phone.

Q "' msorry?
A Cel | phone, c-e-l-1, phone.
Q Ch, cell phone. See that's -- | could have

swore you kept saying "tel ephone”; but no, now | get
it. Now you spelled it, you said cell phone. Ckay.
And so do you have -- do you currently have a
cell phone?
A Yes, | do.
Q I's that what you're | ooking at right now?
A Yes, | am

Q kay. And do you have -- what type of phone

A It's an i Phone.
Q And when did you get that i Phone?

A | don't really recall. WMaybe a year and a
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half ago. | don't have a date.

Q Al right. 1It's not sonmething that you got in
the last couple of nonths?

A No.

Q And do you have -- do you know what an i C oud

account is?

A Yes.

Q Do you have an i d oud account?

A | recently established one. Yes.

Q And so once you established the i d oud

account, are you now backing up your information on
your phone to the i Cloud account?

A | haven't done it yet, but I"'mtrying to.

Q Have you ever backed up any of the infornmation
fromyour cell phone in any way, such as by signing up
for a service, like a cloud service, or hooking up
phone up to i Tunes and having a backup on your
conputer, or any other way that you understood to be
backi ng up any of the data fromyour cell phone?

A No.

Q And in the last, let's say ten years, how many
different cell phone nunbers have you had, whether it
was personal, business, whatever the nature of the cel
phone, cell phone that you used nore than once?

A | don't know.
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Q Can you give nme your best estimte?
A It's been several nunbers. |1've had phones
stolen. 1've had, you know, nunbers given out; and

|"ve had to cancel them because the general public, you

know, overwhel ned ne.

It's been several, several phones, several

nunbers.
Q How | ong have you had your current nunber?
A | don't know. | don't know, but it's been

nore than two years, but | don't know.

Q Al right. So at |least two years?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what is the current, that cel
phone nunber that you' ve had for the last tw years?

A The nunber is (714) 393-2727.

Q Al'l right. And during that period of tine
when you had that cell phone nunber, did you have any
ot her cell phone nunbers that you used nore than once
or twice, |ike sonebody el se's phone, sonething that
you used nore regularly?

A No. | used to have anot her nunber, because |
used to have two phones; but | think that's been nore
than two years, and | got rid of the other phone.

But | don't use any other phone.

Q And was there a reason why you had two phones
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during that period of tinme? Like was one your personal
phone, and one was a phone provided to you by the city?

A No.

Q Ckay. Was there any reason or reasons why you
had nmultiple cell phones during any period of tine that
you' re descri bi ng?

A Yes.

Q And what were the reasons or reason?

A One was W th AT&T, and the other one was with
Verizon. And | sonetinmes -- when | couldn't get a good
signal with one, | could get a signal with the other.

Q Al right. And the seven -- the nunber ending
in 2727, is that with AT&T or Verizon?

A Veri zon.

Q And do you know how | ong you' ve had Verizon as
the provider for your cell phone service?

A | don't know exactly, but it's been a while.
|"ve been with Verizon a long tine.

Q So you'd say nore than a couple years?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And do you recall the nunber for
that AT&T cell phone?

A I"'mtrying to think of it. | can probably
find it, but I don't want to give you a wong nunber

right now. | haven't had it in awhile. | don't want
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to give you a wong nunber
Q Al right. Wll, w'll leave a place in the

transcript, a blank. And when you review your

transcript, which I will talk to you about in a second,
|"mgoing to request that you fill that information in.
Ckay?

A Fi ne.

(1 NFORVATI ON REQUESTED:

-)
BY MR GRANT:
Q Al right. 1Is there any reason why you woul d
not be able to |locate that nunber and fill it in, if

you were given you know a couple of weeks to revi ew and
correct your transcript?

A | just amnot certain where | would go | ook
for it. | will try, but I don't have a file with enpty
phone bills, or anything |like that.

Q Under st ood.

When you woul d conmunicate with Ms. Wal | ace on
your cell phone, did you have any idea of what phone
she was generally communicating with you on? Like was
it also a cell phone that you woul d know, because you
woul d see her nunber cone in when she would call you on
the cell phone, or anything |like that?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. And what was your understanding of the
phone that phone or phones that Ms. Wall ace used
regularly in conmunication with you on your cell phone?

A They changed over the years. You know, she
had city cell phones. And |later, when she left the
city, she had a private cell phone.

| don't renmenber, you know, all the nunbers.

Q Al right. Do you know her current cell phone

nunber ?
A Yes.
Q Okay. What is her current cell phone nunber?

A (714) 514- 6455,

Q And are you stating that by nenory, or are you
| ooki ng at sonet hi ng?

A " m | ooking at the phone. 1've got it right
here. | thought you m ght ask ne that.

Q Can you hold that up, and show ne what you're
| ooki ng at?

A (Wtness conplies).

Q Can you -- | can't see it. You have to hold
it to the camera. | just want to see what you were
| ooki ng at.

You don't have to change anything you were

| ooki ng at.

A Well, the screen went bl ank on ne now.
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Q Ch, it looked like it was there for a second.

A | don't know if you can see, but ny phone is
cracked. 1've got to get a new phone.

Q | see. Yeah, | see it. But | don't see -- |

just see the dial pad there.
Wul d you m nd pulling up the contact you have
there for Ms. Wall ace?

A Let me look it up.

Q Yeah. Please don't alter or erase or nodify
any of the information that you have there for
Ms. Wall ace's contact, or any of her communi cati ons.

kay?

A (I'ndi cating).

Q Al right. So hold it up that way. Ckay.

So | see it says a nobile nunber, and it
doesn't -- it doesn't have a nane there.

A Right. | don't have a nane. | just dial it.
And | can look it up by dialing it, and it comes up.
But that's her nunber, (714) 514-6455.

Q Ckay. Do you have anywhere in your phone that
you have contact information saved for Ms. \Wall ace,
such as an e-mmil address or e-mail addresses,

t el ephone nunbers, addresses, anything |like that?

A No.

Q When you call Ms. Wallace on your cell phone,
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do you manual Iy dial the nunber each tinme?

A Yes.

Q O do you have --

A Yes.

Q And do you ever communicate -- strike that.

Have you ever communicated with Ms. Wall ace
via text nmessage or simlar service, like i Message?

A Text nessage.

Q And when was the last tinme you either sent or
received a text nessage to or from M. Wll ace?

A | believe yesterday.

Q And what was the -- strike that.

And did you send the nessage or did she send
the nessage, initially, yesterday. Strike that. It's
a bad question.

Did you guys exchange a nunber of text
nmessages yesterday?

A A coupl e, a couple.

Q And what was the nature or the subject matter
of the nessages you exchanged with Ms. WAl l ace
yesterday via text?

A Nor t hgat e Mar ket s.

Q What is Northgate Markets?

A Nort hgate Market is a chain that is here in

Santa Ana, of grocery stores. | like thema |ot.
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They're a very solid corporate entity in town.

And they were going to be on the counci
agenda last night, and | -- you know, | just wanted to
know i f she knew anyt hi ng about how that was goi ng.
And so we tal ked about Northgate.

Q Way did you think that she m ght know --
strike that. | want to make sure the questions are
clear. So let's start again.

Way did you believe that Ms. Wal |l ace m ght
know sonet hi ng about Northgate Market, such that you
reached out to her yesterday?

A We have friends at Northgate, you know, the
Gonzalez famly, et cetera, et cetera.

Q l"msorry. \Who?

A At the Gty Council neetings, | don't. |I'm
now off the Gty Council neetings. So | just wanted do
know i f they were going to be on the agenda, and she
told nme yes.

Q Ckay. There is a fewthings | want to find
out here. | think you said that "we have friends at
Nort hgat e Market".

And | think, if | understood you correctly,
you're referring to you and Ms. Wall ace have friends at
Nort hgate Market. |Is that accurate?

A Yes.
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Q Al right. And what do you nean by that?

A Just people that we've known over the years,
the owners of Northgate, |I've known them 25 years. And
they're, you know, a very solid corporate entity. Wen
she was working at the city, she knew themas wel|.

And they, you know, have a project. Well,
many projects that they're doing in the city.

Q And you said the nane, | think, of the owners,
t he Gonzal ez's, or sonething |ike that?

A Yes.

Q I s that what you sai d?

A The Conzal ez brothers. Correct.

Q Al right. And can you tell me the first nane
of the Gonzal ez brothers, that you' re referring to?

A M guel , M guel Gonzal ez, Mchael. Mguel is
M chael in Spanish

Q Right. | know that nmuch. But not very nuch
nore than that. Al right. Mke, Mguel, M ke
Gonzal ez. That nane sounds -- well, strike that.

What is the nane of the other CGonzal ez brother
or brothers?

A Gscar, Oscar Gonzal ez.

Q Al right. And how | ong have you been friends
with M ke Gonzal ez?

A Many years, maybe about 20 years.
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Q Al right. And how did you cone to know
M ke Gonzal ez? Just curi ous.

A Actually, it's alittle bit nore than that,
I"mrecalling. They were building a market on Fourth
and French, and they had sone property. And I was
working with them trying to figure out how big of a
mar ket they could put on that site.

And at the tinme, you know, their father was
still alive. He's now passed away. And that's when |
really got close do the Gonzalez famly, 27 years ago.

Q What do you nean when you say you really got
close to then? What does that nean?

A Started working with themas mayor, as a Gty
Council nmenber. | was a mayor pro tem 27 years ago,
and they wanted to build up there. You know, they're a
chain of grocery stores, and they're a specialty
H spani c store.

And they were very interested in Santa Ana;
and so | got to know them and started working with
t hem

Q Have you ever been in any business ventures

with the Gonzal ez brothers, or either of thenf

A No.
Q Have you ever had any ownership interest at
all in any business that was owned in part or operated

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

36




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

in part by either of the Gonzal ez brothers?

A No.

Q Al right. |Is Mguel Gonzal ez the person who
ran for either City Council or sonething like that at
the Gty of Santa Ana about a couple years ago?

A Same nane, different person

Q | s there another guy by the nane of M guel
M ke Gonzal ez, that you know, that ran for City Counci

a couple of years ago?

A Yes.

Q Is that someone that you're also friends with?
A Yes.

Q How | ong have you been friends with that

M ke Gonzal ez?

A About ten years.

Q And have you ever been involved in any
projects for any businesses -- or strike that.

Have you ever been involved with any projects
for M ke CGonzal ez, the second one that we're tal king
about, at any point in tine?

A No.

Q So | take it that you haven't had any direct
or indirect ownership interest in any business that
that M ke Gonzal ez has had an ownership interest in?

A Correct.
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Q Al right. D d one of these Mke Gonzal ezes
have sone sort of interest in the restaurant that used
to be at 325 North Tustin Avenue in Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q Whi ch one of the M ke Gonzal ezes was the one
that had the interest in that business?

A The candi dat e.

Q You said "the candi date"?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And did you ever have any
i nvol venent in any way with that business or that
property, when M. Gonzal ez had an interest or was

involved with it, at 325 North Tustin Avenue?

A Yes.
Q And what was your invol venment?
A | visited, at tinmes. He invited ne for

events, comunity events; and | went over, and I
attended t hose.

Q During what period of tinme would you say that
you were involved in any way with that business?

A VWll, | was not involved with the business. |
was aware of it, and | attended community events there.
He had Christnmas events; and he had, you know, | think
a toy drive, at one point, and | attended. He had sone

media there, and I showed up. That was it.
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Q Al'l right.

A And it was over the last three years; but he's
been out of that for over a year, as | recall. | think
the building is no |onger there, and -- but when it was

there, that's when | went there.

Q Ri ght .

Do you know what happened, that led to M.

Gonzal ez exiting his involvenent with that business at
325 North Tustin?

A Yes.

Q And what was that?

A H s | ease ran out.

Q So there was sonebody el se who owned t he
property?

A Yes.

Q As far as you were aware?

A (Wtness nods head.)
Q s that a "yes"?
A Yes.

Q And who was it that you understood owned that

property?

A | didn't know at the tine who the owner was;
so | have no idea when he was -- when he lost his
| ease, | didn't have any understandi ng of the
owner shi p.
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Q Do you know now who t he owner was?

A | now have | earned, because of the car wash,
that it is owed by Chase Russell.

Q So what was your understanding -- strike that.

What i s your understanding, as you sit here

t oday, of who was the owner of the property at
325 North Tustin Avenue, when M ke Gonzal ez had that
restaurant there?

A It is now nmy understanding that, at the tine,
It was Chase Russell or Russell Fischer. | frankly
don't know any nore than that.

Q And how did you cone to learn that the
property owner was either Chase Russell or
Russel | Fi scher?

A Because when he applied, you know, for the car
wash -- well, strike that.

| was not aware until very recently, when, you

know, the appeal occurred, and this whole car wash
I ssue, you know, becanme a bigger issue. Then I was
aware that that project that he wanted to build
i ncluded the property on -- you know, with the car
wash, and where the restaurant used to be.

Q Al'l right. And how would you characteri ze
your relationship with that M ke Gonzal ez over the

years? Wuld you say it's simlar in character to your
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rel ati onship, your friendship with Jill Wallace? Wuld
you say it's not as close? Wuld you say it's closer?

How woul d you describe it?

A | think it's simlar. 1It's been pretty
steady. He's run for City Council. He's lost a couple
times, and | hel ped himon the canpaigns. It didn't

work out, didn't pan out for him but he's been a
pretty steady friend.

Q Al right. And what do you nean when you said
you hel ped M. Gonzal ez on his canpai gns?

A | gave him advice; hel ped him you know, raise
noney. Told himto wal k, you know, go knock on doors,
and | ook for voters to support you. You know, gave him
advi ce on his signs.

| just -- | did for himwhat |'ve done for
dozens and dozens and dozens of candi dates, both
successful and not successful, here in Santa Ana.

Q Al'l right. And what el se would you say you
did in connection with M. Gonzal ez, that you believe
Is part of that friendship that you devel oped with hinf

So, for exanple, you helped himwth his
canpai gn. Anything else? Any other projects that you
hel ped himwith or worked for himon, or anything Iike
t hat ?

A Yes.
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Q And what are those projects or itens?

A There was one project. He has a friend in
Mexi co that wants to run for governor in the State of
Jalisco. And that gentleman has cone here to
California on nore than one occasion, and we've gotten
together, and |'ve advised himon ideas as to what he
ought to do in his canpaign

And so M ke Gonzalez and | often tal k about
this gentleman, who is still interested in running for
governor of Jalisco, and he m ght run next year. And
that's been an ongoi ng project or subject or point of
di scussi on.

Q Have you ever received any noney, gifts or
ot her things of value from M ke Gonzal ez, during any of
the period of type of that you' re describing that
you' ve known hi n®

A |'ve received | oans, yes.

Q And can you tell ne your best estinmate as to
t he nunber of | oans you've received from M. Gonzal ez?

A | think it's a total of $20, 000.

Q And when did you first receive any noney in a
| oan from M. Gonzal ez?

A This has all been fairly recently, within the
| ast three nonths or so.

Q Was there a particul ar purpose for obtaining
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| oans from M. Gonzal ez, or was it just |like there was
no specific purpose for obtaining the |oan?

A No specific purpose. And |I've already started
arrangi ng payi ng hi m back.

Q Was the | oan that M. Gonzal ez gave to you,
was that docunmented? Were there -- was there |like a
Prom ssory Note, things of that nature, to docunent the
| oan and the ternms of repaynent?

A No. It was just a check, saying that it was a
| oan.

Q WAs there a date by which you had to repay the

| oan?

A W thin six nonths.

Q And was that just a verbal ?

A Yes.

Q And was there an interest rate you guys agreed
to?

A No.

Q So it's -- you're paying himback
interest-free, within six nonths?

A No. | told himthat |I'd pay hi m back
interest. | want to pay ten percent. He tal ked about
five.

| said, "Look, when | pay you off, we'll

deci de then, but | want to pay nore."

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

43




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

And he said, "Fine."
Q Were you in need of financial assistance,
or -- is that the reason why you got a loan from
M. Gonzal ez? O was there sonme other reason why you

got a | oan?

A The fornmer.

Q Have you ever received any | oan of any kind
fromJill Wallace?

A No.

Q Have you ever nmade al one of any kind to

Jill Wall ace?
A No.
Q Have you ever given any gifts of any kind to

Jill wall ace?

A No.

Q Have you ever received any gifts of any kind
fromJdill Wallace?

A No.

Q Have you ever paid any noney to Jill \Wallace

for any reason?

A No.

Q Has Jill Wallace ever paid any noney to you
for any reason?

A No.

Q Have you ever given any gifts to any of
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Ms. Wallace's fam |y menbers?

A No.

Q Has Ms. Wl l ace ever given any gifts to any of
your famly nmenbers, as far as you're aware?

A No.

Q Have you ever -- all right.

Have you ever received any |oans from
Chase Russell or Russell Fischer?

A No.

Q Have you ever provided any |oans to
Chase Russell or Russell Fischer?

A No.

Q What did you do, if anything, for income
during the years that you were the mayor of Santa Ana,
aside fromthis nost recent period of approxinmately a
year, where you were having a consultancy busi ness?

A | worked for different conpanies, on different
proj ect s.

Q As |i ke a consultant?

A Yes.

Q kay. So when did you first start working as
a consultant while you were either a nenber of the City
Council| of Santa Ana or the mayor?

A | really began in the 90's, working on energy

projects for different conpanies. And over the years
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|"ve worked for several different conpanies.

Q Al right. Have any of the -- and | assune
that you received conpensation fromthose conpanies,
for whatever services you provided to themas a
consul tant ?

A Correct.

Q Al right. Have you ever perforned any

services for any conpany in which Ms. Wil |l ace was

I nvol ved?
A No.
Q And so that -- so you haven't performed any

services for conpensation or not conpensation for any

conpany that Ms. Wallace was involved in any way,

i ncluding as an owner, manager, anything at all.
Correct?

A There was a conpany in Adelanto, California,
where sone folks that | know, the Bushala famly, in
particular, were involved. And |I'd worked with them on
projects, and she's been involved with them but | had
no ownership or direct connection to Ms. Wallace in any
of that.

Q Okay. What are -- can you please identify
for ne, aside fromthe Adel anto project that you
referred to, any other projects that you were

referencing or that you can think of, that where both
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you and Ms. Wall ace were involved in sone capacity, in
connection with the Bushal as?

A No.

Q Are there any other projects that didn't
i nvol ve the Bushal as, that both you and Ms. Wall ace
were both involved in, in sone capacity, after
Ms. Wallace had left the City of Santa Ana?

A No.

Q D d you ever have a direct or indirect
ownership interest in the Adel anto busi ness that you
mentioned the Bushal as were involved in?

A No.

Q Did any of your fam|ly nenbers ever have any
ownership interest, direct or indirect, in the business
that you nentioned in Adel anto, involving the Bushal as?

A My father had an option that was resci nded and
cancel ed and never exercised, with the Sanchez G oup,
whi ch was held since its inception by Al bert Bushal a.

Q And how did you cone to | earn about your
father's option in the Sanchez G oup?

A It was set up that way, because Al wanted to
hold the interest, and we wanted to have an option.

And when | say "we", working with ny father;
but it was in ny father's nane.

However, before that option was exercised, and
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before -- | believe it's definitely before anything
i nvol ving the car wash cane to the Gty Council, that
option was void. It was nullified.

And the conpany, that interest, that
20 percent interest went back, or stayed with the
Bushalas. It was always with the Bushalas. It just
stayed there.

Q Ckay. You say that you were working with your
father in some capacity, in connection with this
option. R ght?

A Yes.

Q And what do you nean by that? What are you
sayi ng you did?

A | worked with the Bushalas and with my father
you know, to devel op that option.

Q What do you nmean by devel op the option?

A Just tal ked to them about how that coul d
function, how that coul d work.

Q kay. And whose idea was it for your father
to acquire an option in the Sanchez G oup or the
Adel anto enterprise?

A Several of us, working together.

Q And who are the "several "?

A Al Bushala, ny father, nyself; and, you know,

and the attorneys at the Alvarado Sanchez Law Firm
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Q When you said -- | think you made a m st ake.
You nean Al varado Smth? Not Al varado Sanchez.

A Yes, Alvarado Smth.

Q Was Ms. Wallace at all involved in any way in
any discussions leading up to, or as part of this
option that your father acquired at sone point in tine
for an interest in the Adel anto busi ness?

A She may have been in a neeting, but she had no
i nput and no authority and, you know, no direction in
that. That was strictly the other parties.

Q What neeting are you referring to?

>

A nmeeting at the Alvarado Smith Law Firm

Q Were you present at that neeting?

A Yes.

Q Was your dad present at that neeting?
A No.

Q What's your dad's nane?

A M guel Arnmando Pul i do.

Q Did you say M guel Armando Pulido?

A Yes.

Q kay. |Is that his full name?

A Yes.

Q Has he ever gone by any other nanmes, other

than M guel Armando Pulido or M guel A Pulido?

A No.
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Q Ckay.
A M guel Pulido sonetines; but no "Armando" and
no "A".

Q kay. Have you ever gone by -- strike that.
Have you ever used any nanes ot her than
M guel A. Pulido, Mguel Angel Pulido, Mguel Pulido,
any of those nanes?

A No.

Q Have you ever referred -- strike that.

Have you ever heard of anybody by the nane of
M A. P Sanchez?

A M guel Armando Pulido Sanchez. Sanchez is ny
father's nother's mai den nane; and in Mexico, sonetines
you use two nanmes, two |ast nanes.

| should restate what | said earlier. M, on
ny birth certificate, |I'm M guel Angel Pulido LaFarga,
LaFarga being ny nother's mai den nane. So Sanchez is
ny father's nother's mai den nane.

Q Have you ever used at any time the nanme

M A. P Sanchez for --

A No.
Q -- anything involving yoursel f?
A No.

Q So if the Bushalas said that the M A P Sanchez

that had an ownership interest in the Adel anto busi ness
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was you, M guel Pulido, the forner nmayor of the
City of Santa Ana, then your position is that they
are not telling the truth. |Is that correct?

A That woul d be correct.

Q Are you aware that the Bushal as have all eged
that the person referred to as M A P Sanchez, who had
an ownership interest in the Adel anto marijuana

busi ness, was you, and not your father?

A No.

Q You' re not aware of that?

A No.

Q As you sit here today, you' ve never heard that
fromany source. |s that correct?

A Correct.

Q When is the last tine you tal ked to the
Bushal as?

A A nont h ago.

Q And have you ever had any conversations with

t hem about who is M A. P Sanchez?

A No.

Q When was your father born?
A Sept enber 24, 1925.

Q So how old is he today?

A 95.

And where does he |ive?

O
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A In Santa Ana.
Q Does he live at your house?
MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, would this be a good
time to take a break? 1 think we've been going for an

hour .

MR. GRANT: Yeah. Let ne just get the answer

to this question. Sure. No problem Let ne just get

the answer to this question, and then we can take a

br eak.

Q

Does your father live with you, at your

resi dence?

A

Q

No.

Does he live -- how far away from your

resi dence does he live?

A

Q

Ten m nut es.
kay. How often --

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, you got the answer to

your questi on.

MR. GRANT: All right. That's fine.

MR. MCCLUNG And you said we would take a

br eak.

MR, GRANT: You're right.

MR. MCCLUNG |'m not understandi ng why you're
not doing it. | do this for the reporter, the

vi deogr apher, and the ot her people.
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So if we could take a five-mnute break, that
woul d be great.

MR, GRANT: Sure. Let's go off the record.

MR MCCLUNG What tinme do we have on the
record, M. lrwin?

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: One nonment. Let's go off
the record. The tinme is 11: 34.

(Break taken from11:34 a.m to 11:53 a.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The time is 11:53. W are
back on the record.
BY MR GRANT:

Q Al'l right. Something that we -- your attorney
probably went over with you ahead of tinme, M. Pulido,
but 1'mdoing it sort of out of order. I'mgoing to go
t hrough sone of the rules of the deposition or what
attorneys like to call "adnonitions".

Have you ever had your deposition taken, prior

to today?
A Yes.
Q How many tines?

A Probably two tines.

Q And when was the |last tinme you had your
deposition taken?

A Many, many years ago. | had the sane attorney

at the time. Maybe | could ask him because | don't
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recall; but it was many years ago.

Q Al right. So | believe what you're saying is
that the last tinme you were deposed, it's your
recollection that M. MC ung was al so representing
you, for purposes of that deposition?

A Yes.

Q And it's your best recollection that it was a
nunber of years ago?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And what was that deposition given in
connection with? Wre you testifying as an i ndividual
or as a designated wtness on behalf of, for exanple,
the Gty of Santa Ana? Do you understand the
di fference?

A Yeah. But |I'mnot sure what it was. Maybe --
l"'mnot, you know, it was because | was mayor; but they
were, you know, | believe suing nme individually. So |
don't know that it falls into either category. It's a
little bit of both.

Q Al right. And what was the -- was there a
| awsuit that was pendi ng, pursuant to which you gave
t he deposition?

A Yes.

Q And do you recall the nane of the |ead

plaintiff in the | awsuit?
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A Yes.

Q And what's that nanme?

A Her mandad Mexi cana.
Q And - -
A H-e-r-ma-n-d-a-d, and then Me-x-i-c-a-n-a.

Q And what was the general nature of the
di spute? Was it an enploynent dispute? Was it a
personal injury matter? Wat was the general nature of
t he dispute for which you were giving deposition

testi nony?

A | believe it was political.
Q Okay. | understand that you believe it was
political. But nore of what was the subject matter of

the litigation that gave rise to your deposition?

In other words, soneone had | ost a job,
sonmeone got in a car accident, soneone said that you
stole noney fromthen? | have no idea.

A It was an all egation which we prevail ed on.
You know, nothing occurred at the end of the day.

But the allegation was over a form and the
di scl osure of that form and whether or not information
was properly being filed.

Q Was that a Form 700, for the Fair Politica
Practices?

A Yeah, it was a Form 700; but it was not for
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the Gty of Santa Ana only. It was also for the Orange
County Transportation Authority; and it had to do with
the definition of jurisdiction and, you know, which
formshould it go on, you know, based on the physi cal
| ocati on.

And it was sonething that was outside of the
City of Santa Ana, and | included it on ny OCTA form
But because it was outside of the City of Santa Ana, |
didn't include it within the Gty of Santa Ana. And
the allegation was that | should have included it on
bot h.

Q Did this deal with the alleged property swap
matter, or was this sonething el se?

A No. This was sonething el se.

Q Al right. And -- all right.

And then you said that there was anot her
I nstance that you can recall where you gave deposition
testinmony. |Is that correct?

A To tell you the truth, I'mnot sure about
that. There may have been anot her case, earlier, but
that may have been the first deposition.

Q Al'l right. Have you ever testified in any
court proceeding, other than in deposition? So at
court?

A Yes.

56
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Q Approxi mately what's your best estimate as to
t he nunber of tinmes?

A One ti ne.

Q And when did you give that testinony?

A | believe it was back in the 1980's. W were
fighting -- I was wth an organi zati on, and we were
fighting a nuclear power plant. And | went in with a
group of scientists; and I -- you know, we were part of
the trial

And | don't know that | went up on the w tness
stand. | would remenber that. But | did go through,
you know, being qualified to testify, et cetera,
et cetera.

Q Got you. Al right. So I'mgoing to go
t hrough sone of the ground rules with you, since it
sounds |ike, you know, your experience of giving
deposition testinony or testinony in court is fairly
limted and fairly | ong ago.

Al t hough the rul es haven't changed nuch, this
Is really just to nake sure we're on the sane page --
although I think that we are, for the nost part -- and
to make sure we have a record of what our ground rules
are.

Ckay?

A Go ahead.
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Q Al'l right. So you understand that everything
that's being said today is being recorded by the court
reporter, and al so on the video audi o and vi deo.

Correct?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. And because of the fact that it's
all being taken down by the court reporter, it's
i nportant that whenever you answer one of ny questions,
you do so audi bly and with words, and not things |ike
shakes of the head or "uh-huhs" or "huh-uhs"; because
we want to make sure we have the clearest record
possi bl e, and those type of responses are not always
accurately depicted in the transcript.

Do you understand that?
A Yes.
Q All right. So if there may be tines

t hr oughout the deposition where | ask you "Is that a

yes'; is that a

no'," that's not ne trying to
intimdate you or enbarrass you, or anything like that.
It's just me trying to make sure we have a clear
record.
Is that fair?
A Under st ood.
Q Al right. Because we have a court reporter

t aki ng down everything, and we want to nake sure we
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have your nost accurate testinony, it's inportant that
you do your best to wait until I am conpletely finished
with nmy question before you provide your response, and
"1l do ny best to wait until you' re done with your
answer before | ask you ny next question.

Is that fair?

A Yes.

Q kay. And the reason why is because what ends
up happening is, if I start ny question -- and when we
talk in conversation, you anticipate the question that
I"mgoing to ask. And in a normal conversation you'd
tell me, I wouldn't need to finish ny question, and
we'd both be on the sane page.

But in a deposition we want to nake sure that
we have the full question and then your full answer.
And if we talk over each other, either the court
reporter mght not get it all down; or you'll see half
of nmy question, part or all of your answer, and then
the remai nder of ny question. And that -- then you're
not really confident or sure that you had heard the
entire question when you gave your answer.

So it's inportant. There will be tines when
we end up tal king over each other; but we've got to do
our best to, you know, wait until we're done.

Is that fair?
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A Yes.

Q All right. WII you please let nme know, if |
ask you a question that you do not hear sonme or all of
the question, that you will ask nme to repeat the
guestion?

A Yes.

Q And will you agree that, if you do not
understand a question or any part of my question, that
you will ask ne to rephrase or to clarify the question
bef ore you answer?

A Yes.

Q Sois it fair to say that if you answer one of
nmy questions, you wll have believed you heard it and
you understood it, if you do not ask for clarification
or for it to be repeated?

A Yes.

Q Al right. And you understand that you're
under oath today. Correct?

A Yes.

Q And that you've -- you' ve sworn to the truth
of your testinony, under penalty of perjury?

A Yes.

Q What ' s your understandi ng of what that neans,
to swear to give testinony that's truthful, under

penalty of perjury?
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A What those words say, that you have to give it
under penalty of perjury.

Q Al right. And do you have any understandi ng

as to what the potential -- well, strike that.
Do you know whether there are any -- well,
strike that.

Are you aware of the fact that if it's
determ ned that you gave fal se testinony, that there
are potential possible crimnal inplications or other
types of sanctions that can be inposed by the court?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. Now, at the end of the deposition,
the court reporter is going to prepare a bookl et that
contains my questions and your answers; and you're
going to have an opportunity to review your answers and
make any changes that you believe are necessary, to
make your testinony accurate and conpl ete.

Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q But | want to caution you that if you nmake any
changes to your deposition transcript, we have the
right to conment on that at the tinme of trial or any
ot her proceeding, and it may affect your credibility
with the Judge or any other trier of fact.

Do you understand that?
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A Yes.

Q Al'l right. You understand that it's inportant
for us to get your best and nost accurate and conplete
testinony today. Correct?

A Yes.

Q Al right. So if you can, we're hoping that
we're going to get the information today, and that
there won't be substantive changes to your testinony.

So if there is any point today where you
beli eve that an answer that you gave is incorrect or
i nconpl ete, please let us know, so that we can have an
opportunity to follow up with you, to follow up on the

guestion and clarify anything in your answer.

kay?
A Yes.
Q Al right. 1Is there anything that prevents

you from gi ving your best testinony today?

A No.

Q So there is no nedical conditions that you
have, that prevents you from giving accurate or
conplete testinony today. 1Is that correct?

A Correct. Oher than, you know, this the

all -- 1 wish we could just do it all live together, in

person. This is awkward, at tines.

Q Wth the renote?
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A Everyt hi ng, vyes.
Q Okay. Well, | agree with that. W' re doing
t he best we can do.

So maybe one day we'll have sonme of it in
person; but | appreciate you working with us, getting
It done, in light of the circunstances of COVID and
everything else. Al right.

And | take it that you haven't taken any
medi cati ons or any substances that you understand coul d

affect your ability to provide accurate and conpl ete

testinmony. Is that a fair statenment?
A To the best of ny know edge. | nean, | do
take insulin, and sonetines that has a lot of -- a lot

of inpacts; but I'mdoing it to the best of ny ability.

Q Al'l right. And do you recognize when you're
having an i npact fromthe insulin?

A | don't have a constant nonitor. So sonetines
t he bl ood sugar can be higher than | think it is; but I
have to go test, and then | inject insulin. R ght now
| don't have any of that here; so | believe I'm okay,
but sonetimes, you know, you have to really be on top
of blood sugar. It can spike.

Q Sure.

And did you take insulin this norning?

A No. Last night.
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Q Al'l right. And do you believe, so far today,
that the testinony you' ve given has been inpacted by
your -- the diabetes and the insulin issue that you're
referring to?

A O her than | just don't feel a hundred
percent; but, you know, but again, |I'mdoing the best |
can.

Q Al'l right. Do you think that you woul d be
nore |like a hundred percent on a different day --
tonorrow, next week, sonething like that -- or do you
think it's about the sane any gi ven day?

A It goes up and down. It depends what you eat.
It depends how nuch you take. It depends how often
you're testing.

Di abetes is a difficult thing to deal wth.

Q And does this di abetes and the bl ood sugar,

does that affect your nenory?

A Yes, sonmetines it does.

Q Does it affect your ability to accurately
recall information?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. Having had the opportunity to take
a break, is there any testinony that you' ve given
t oday, before now, that you want to correct, anmend or

in any way, you know, nodify, add to, to make sure that
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it's accurate and conplete, as far as you are aware?

A I think we're okay.

Q Al right. So it's your position that, as far
as you are concerned, the testinony you provi ded today
Is accurate and conplete so far. Correct?

A Correct.

Q Al'l right. Now, you nentioned that you had

texted with Ms. Wallace as recently as yesterday.

Correct?
A Yes.
Q And that was on your cell phone. Correct?
A Yes.
Q Ckay. So do you still have those text

nmessages on your cell phone?

A No.

Q Okay. So what happened to the text nessages
bet ween you and Ms. Wl l ace from yesterday?

A | make it a practice, and | have for years, to
del ete text nessages. And so | delete at the end of
the day; sonetines nore than that. | just delete al
messages.

Q And when did you adopt that practice?

A Many years ago.

Q What's your best estimte as to when?

A At | east ten years ago, whenever heavy texting

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

65




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

began.

Q Al'l right. And how do you go about deleting
these text nessages, as part of this procedure that
you' ve descri bed?

A | go on the phone, and there is options, and
you click the "delete", and it del etes.

Q Al right. And what's the reason why you
adopted that procedure, to delete all text nessages on

a daily basis or so?

A | like to see what new nessages are. | get a
lot. And sone of these, | just don't want them hangi ng
around. 1'd rather just, you know, clean up the files,

SO0 to speak.

Q And why do you not want the nessages to hang
around?

A | like the phone better when it's just --
everything is fresh.

Q Do you currently have any text nessages that
you sent to or received fromJill Wallace at any tine,
I ncl udi ng today?

A No.

Q And when was the last tinme that you deleted a
text message that was you sent to or received from
Jill Wall ace?

A Yest er day.
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Q And if you were going to send Jill Wallace a

text message on your phone how woul d you go about doing

t hat ?

A | type in her nunber, and I go to the text
thing. | press that, and then | text a nessage.

Q So if you go to your -- what your text

nmessages on your phone right now, can you pl ease do
that, and hold it up? Because | want to see that there
IS no text nessages there.

A (Wtness conplies).

Q kay. Can you press the -- see, it says
"Ruben Smth". | would like to -- do you see where it
says -- | would Iike you to go to your text nessages
screen, and hold that up.

A (Wtness conplies).

Q That's Ruben Smith still.

A Look, the nunber is Jill's nunber, but it says
"Ruben Smth". M/ phone is acting up severely. |'m
trying to get it cleaned up here at the city. They
del eted ny whole city system and that has caused a | ot
of probl ens.

Q Gkay. Can you turn the phone towards the
canmera agai n?

A Yeah, | am But I'mtrying to show you.

Q Right. But | don't want you to change
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anyt hi ng.

A ["'mnot. I'mnot. What I'mtrying to show
you is I'mtrying to show you that the nunber | gave
you, the 514-6455, area code 714, that that is Jill's
nunber, even though it currently says "Ruben Smth".

Q Al right. But if you could turn the phone
back around to the canera, please?

A Hold on. I'mtrying to get to Ruben's back
on.

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, what exactly is your
guestion that you want to ask? Because |I'm uncl ear.

MR GRANT: | want himto show ne the text
nmessages screen on his phone, to see if it's accurate
that he deleted all the text messages or not.

MR. MCCLUNG  Perfect. Ckay.

So Mguel, you need to go to text nessages on
your phone.

THE WTNESS: This is ny screen.

MR. MCCLUNG And then bring your phone up in
front of the camera, for counsel to see.
BY MR GRANT:

Q Cancel this. Then there should be -- can you

hit the "cancel" button there, please?

And then show t he phone to the screen, please.

A Now, right now --
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Q Wt hout changing the stuff that's depicted.

A That's the screen (indicating).

Q Right. So that's your nessages.

And you have a text nessage from M a Bushal a
that cane in today, at 12:01 p.m Correct?

A Correct.

Q And it says: "Please call. Very inportant
that --" is that a nessage you sent or that you
recei ved?

A No, | received, but | haven't opened it yet.

Q kay. And then there is also a nessage one
m nute before, fromA Bushala, that says: "M guel
pl ease call ASAP. Very inportant."”

Correct?

A Correct.

Q Okay. And if you click on the M a Bushal a
thing, w thout changing anything, just click on it one
time. Please show ne. No, you' ve got to go back to
that. Okay.

A (I'ndi cating).

Q Al right. Now, that shows that you have text
nmessages -- wait. No, no. Please put it back up.

It shows that you have text nessages between
you and M a Bushala from Thursday. So prior to --

that's | ast week. Correct?
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A | don't delete everything, but | do delete
everything from M. Wall ace.

Q Wiy do you delete everything from-- well,
let's back up. Wio else -- wait, wait, wait. Please
don't. GCkay. Please go back to M a Bushala. Ckay.

Pl ease take your finger, and just pull the --
scroll down. | want to see how far back the text
messages go.

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel --

MR. GRANT: That you have.

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, you need to ask
guestions. |I'mgoing to object to any further
denonstrative testinony at this tinme. You' ve nade your
point. He's got sonme --

MR GRANT: No. |'ve not.

MR. MCCLUNG It's beyond the scope of the
deposition. It has nothing to do what he's here for
t oday.

Ask hi m questions, please. No nore
denonstrative evi dence.

MR GRANT: That's incorrect, counsel. The
way that a deposition works is the sane as at tri al
And the California Supreme Court has ruled that you can
ask at trial and at deposition people to make -- pl ease

do not make any changes to the phone.
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You have a duty to preserve potentially
rel evant evidence, and we asked for the conmunications
bet ween you and the Bushalas. W asked for the
comuni cati ons, including text nmessages, between you
and Jill Vallace.

You're on notice, if you weren't already, that
you may not alter, delete any of those nessages. You
have a duty to preserve them and you've had a duty to
preserve them since you were aware of the fact of the
disputes in litigation, where they could be potentially
rel evant evidence.

And | don't care if you agree with that or
not, but I'mputting it on the record that |I'm advising
you of that. | amentitled to, and I will go cal
Judge Wlson and see if he will rule onit, if it's a
problem Because | believe that the w tness has
exfoliated evidence earlier today, by deleting the nane
that he had Ms. Wallace's contact information on. And
"' mwat ching him

|"ve told you that | have a problemw th how
the setup was. |I'mwatching himhit buttons and do
stuff on the phone when I'masking himnot to it. So
I"mgoing to tell you what ny request is, which is
perfectly appropriate for a deposition.

M. Pulido, please hold up your phone and
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scroll down on the text nessages with Ma Bushala, so
that you can tell nme the earliest date of the text
nmessage you have with her

MR MCCLUNG |I'minstructing the wi tness not
to do any nore denonstrative things with his phone.
That's not part of this deposition.

If you want to ask him a question regarding
docunents, feel free to ask him

MR. CGRANT: Counsel --

MR. MCCLUNG  You need to stay within the
scope of the deposition.

MR, GRANT: Counsel, what's the basis for your
I nstruction?

MR. MCCLUNG Let ne talk, counsel. Only one
person can talk at a tine, for the reporter and for
Zoom

|'"'m stating an objection that you' re asking
guestions that are outside the scope of the Court's
Order. You're asking for text nessages yesterday, when
the time period of your notice and docunents ends in
2019, Cctober. So if you want to ask hi mabout --
pl ease let me finish

Feel free to ask hi mabout docunents; and you
can ask him about his phone, if you want to. But there

i's nothing about this deposition that requires himto
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show you hi s phone, and have you ask himto hit buttons
onit. That's not part of this deposition. |It's
beyond the scope of this deposition, and |I'm objecting
to it and asking you not to do that further.

Ask hi m questions, please.

MR. GRANT: | hear your request. It is
denied. | will continue to ask the questions | believe
are appropriate. You are incorrect about the
timefrane.

The tinmefrane is what is related to that
timeframe. It is not limted to docunents that cane
into exi stence during that tineframe and if
communi cati ons between hi mand sonme ot her person
relates or reflects his relationship with Ms. Wl l ace
during the tinmeframe the Judge specified, then I am
entitled to ask that.

M. Pulido, I'mgoing to ask you -- counsel,
don't believe that's a valid objection, and | don't
bel i eve you' ve stated a valid objection for instructing
the witness not to provide the information and to show
the informati on on his phone, which is a docunent, even
if it's an electronic form

Q So I"'mgoing to ask the witness again, wthout
nodi fyi ng any of the data on your phone, please tel

me how far back the text nessages between you and
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M a Bushal a go on that phone. And the reason why |I'm
entitled to ask that is because the wtness earlier
today testified that he had a practice of deleting al
text messages the sane day, didn't limt it to

Ms. Wallace until he nodified his testinony.

And | amentitled to take testinony and obtain
testinmony that evaluates the credibility and the
veracity of the testinony that the w tness has
provi ded.

Accordingly, |I'masking you, M. Pulido, to
t ake your phone, and without deleting or nodifying
the data, scroll back as far as it wll go on the
M a Bushal a text nessages, and tell ne what the
earliest date of the text nessage is.

Do you understand what |'ve asked you to do?

MR. MCCLUNG He's standing on ny objection,
counsel. Can you ask --

MR. GRANT: It's a different question.

MR. MCCLUNG Feel free to ask questions.
He's not going to do any nore denonstrative evidence
wi th his phone.

MR, GRANT: (kay.

MR. MCCLUNG  You need to do sonething el se
and ask your questions. |'msure you have plenty of

guesti ons.

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

74




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

MR. GRANT: Yeah, | do.

MR, MCCLUNG |If you want to nake a specific
request to exam ne his phone, feel free to subpoena his
phone. You haven't done that.

MR, CGRANT: Actually, | have.

MR, MCCLUNG Let's nobve on.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. Counsel -- M. Pulido, are
you going to follow the instruction that your counsel
has given you?

THE WTNESS: Yes, | am

MR. GRANT: Counsel, can we have is it
stipulation that if you give an instruction to
M. Pulido not to answer ny question or not to do
sonmething that's being requested that he's going to
follow that instruction, w thout the necessity of the
foll owup question to M. Pulido of whether he's going
to foll ow your advice?

MR. MCCLUNG OF course, yes.

BY MR GRANT:
Q kay. M. Pulido, I'mnot asking you -- |et
me do this. Hold on.

Counsel, are you willing to stipulate that if
| ask himto do any further showi ng nme of anything on
hi s phone today, that you are going to instruct him not

to answer, or not to do it?
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MR MCCLUNG No. I'mnot willing to
stipulate to that; because if he refers to his phone in
answering your question, | think you're entitled to see
what he's looking at. So --

MR, GRANT: Ckay.

MR. MCCLUNG -- not quite that broad

What |'msaying is |I'masking you not to ask
himto play with his phone for you.

MR, CGRANT: Ckay. Well --

MR. MCCLUNG If he refers to his phone,
you're entitled to ask himquestions about what he's
referring to.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. | disagree with you. And
so then | guess | have to ask the questions, and see if
you're going to instruct himnot to conply with them

Q M. Pulido, I would ask you to show ne you
scrolling back on the text nessage for M a Bushal a.

And | take it, counsel, that you would
instruct himnot to so. Correct?

MR, MCCLUNG |'mnot sure what you want him
to do. But if it involves himtaking actions with his
phone right now, yes.

I"minstructing himnot to take any actions
with his phone, at your request.

A\
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BY MR GRANT:

Q Ckay. So M. Pulido, wthout show ng ne, |
would like you to tell nme what the earliest text
nmessage you have on your phone from M a Bushal a, either
that you sent to her or that she sent to you.

You can answer ?

MR. MCCLUNG  You can answer that question.
You don't have to use your phone to answer that
guesti on.

THE WTNESS: | don't know.
BY MR GRANT:

Q Okay. Woul d | ooking at your phone help
refresh your recollection as to when the earliest text
nessages on the phone that you either sent to

Ms. Bushal a or you received from Ms. Bushal a?

A | think that would nmean ne playing with the
phone still.

Q M. Pulido, let ne give you another rul e of
t he deposition. I'mentitled to you answering ny
questi ons.

At the end of the deposition, if you have
sonet hi ng you want to add, your counsel can ask you al
t he questions he wants. W can sit here all day |ong.
If he wants to clarify your answers, if you want himto

elicit information fromyou about your opinions on
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t hi ngs or whatever commentary you want to provide, he
can do that. But I'mentitled to you answering the
question that | ask, w thout you answering the question
that I didn't ask in the process.

Do you understand that? Do you understand
t hat ?

A Yes.

Q Geat. Okay. Throughout the deposition if
your client -- strike that. Throughout the deposition,
I f your counsel does not object and does not instruct
you not to answer, so if he doesn't object at all, or
i f he just objects and does not instruct you not to
answer or performthe task |I've requested, you
understand that I'"'mentitled to your answer.

Correct?

A Yes.

Q And you understand that throughout the
deposition we're going to talk about things that
happened a while ago, in terns of tinme. You may talk
about distances or things like that; and so I'm
entitled to your best estimate, if you do not know the
specific information.

Do you understand that?
A | understand that this deposition is limted

by a Court Order, in ternms of subject nmatter and tine.
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Q kay. M. Pulido, can you please listen to ny
guestion? Do you understand that if | ask you a
question, and you have the specific information that |
am requesting, and you are not instructed by your
counsel not to answer, that I'mentitled to the answer
with the specific information?

A | believe the Court Order is in play here, and
that you have to follow that Court Order, and that |I'm
obligated to answer any questions covered by the Court
O der.

Q M. Pulido, do you understand that if your
counsel does not instruct you not to answer a question,
that "'mentitled to the answer, if you know the
information |'ve requested?

A Again, | believe that's the case if that's
what the Judge ordered.

Q M. Pulido, do you believe that you are nore
know edgeabl e -- strike that.

Do you understand that your attorney is the
one who i s supposed to nmake objections and nake
i nstructions not to answer questions? O do you
believe that you al so have the right to decide,
I ndependent |y of whether your counsel has nmade an
obj ection and given an instruction, that you' re going

to refuse to answer a question?
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A | believe |I have that right, if | state the
reason why. And | believe there is a Court Order that
limts the scope of this deposition, and I want to
abi de by the Court Order

Q kay. Geat.

So you have read the Court order. Correct?

A That portion, yes.

Q Wi ch portion?

A A portion that tal ks about the Judge all ow ng
this deposition and that of Ms. Wall ace, under a
certain tineframe, and certain subject matter

Q Okay. What's your understandi ng of the scope
of what the discovery the Judge has allowed for this

deposition, in terns of tinmeframe?

A If I could have Laura Rossini send ne the
Court Order, | can read it to you.
Q No. | want to know your under st andi ng,

M. Pulido. You just got through saying that you think
you have the right to decide --

A To Cctober 2019, and | think it has to do with
Ms. Wallace, and the car wash, and that's it.

Q So I"'mgoing to ask you my question again.
And 1'mgoing to tell you the rule is that, if your
attorney doesn't instruct you not to answer, |'m

entitled to your answer.
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Do you understand what | just said? | don't
care if you agree with it. Do you understand what |
just said?

A | understand what you said.

Q Okay. Are you going to conply with that? Are
you going to give ne the answer to ny question if you
know t he answer, and your attorney does not instruct
you not to answer?

A | wll listen to ny attorney. But I'll remnd
you that we have a limted scope here, for purposes of
this deposition. That's what the Judge ordered.

Q M. Pulido, what's your understandi ng of what
t he Judge ordered, then, without |looking at it? | want
to know what you're referring to, when you said you
have thi s understandi ng.

A He limted it to a certain tine period: 2015
until sonme -- Cctober sonething in 2019, | believe.

That it has to be things that are rel evant
to the car wash. And relevant to, you know, to
Ms. Wal | ace.

Q Is it if it's related to the relationship
bet ween you and Ms. Wall ace during that tinme period?
Is it your understanding that's within the scope?

A Yes. But also any potential conflict related

fromthat.
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Q Ckay.

A But that's the scope, that the Judge said that
you get to do deposition, but here are the ground
rul es.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. |'mrequesting, counsel,
that you instruct the witness to preserve his cel
phone, in light of -- because I"'mgoing to go in
ex parte on either Friday or Monday, for an order from
the court to seize the phone and preserve it until he
can rule on a notion to whether to allow forensic
i magi ng of that phone and of M. Pulido's other
conputers and el ectroni c devices, |aptops, whatever it
I'S.

So I"'mrequesting -- you know that M. Pulido
has a duty to preserve potentially relevant evidence.
There is clearly text nessages that M. Pulido earlier
said did not exist on his phone, including text
nessages wWith the Bushalas, that is intricately
i nvol ved in the business that we contend M. Pulido and
Ms. Wl |l ace had an ownership interest in.

And so, as an officer of the court, and
soneone who | know understands the obligations of a
witness with potentially relevant evidence, | request
that you ensure that M. Pulido does not delete or

alter the data on the phone, including any of those
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text messages, and that they are preserved and in a way
so that the Judge can deci de whether or not he's going

to allow ne to ask those questions, and whet her or not

he's going to allow ne to have forensic imaging.

Is that sonething that is agreeabl e?

MR MCCLUNG | will certainly stipulate with
you on the record that until you've conpl eted your
deposition of the mayor, that he doesn't nake any
further deletions of his texts fromhis phone.

MR. GRANT: And when you say conpletion --

MR. MCCLUNG And for a Court Order, you don't
need to go in ex parte to do that.

MR. GRANT: Ckay. And in terns of conpletion
of his deposition, you agree that that doesn't nean
that at the end of the deposition today that he can
delete or alter the text nessages; because I'mtelling
you that I'mnot going to be conpleted with ny
exam nation. Because |'mgoing to ask the court for
that relief; because there is going to be things |I want
to ask about. Right?

MR MCCLUNG Well, | understand that there
may be sone ot her things having to do with docunents
that haven't been produced, that you and | have tal ked
about and confirnmed in witing, off the record of this

deposition, that nmy client has not fully conplied with
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your request for docunents, and that he has to continue
to search for those docunents.

And that will include the stipulation |I'm
maki ng right now, that he not delete any further text
nmessages from his phone, pending conpletion of this
deposi tion.

MR. GRANT: All right. | appreciate that.

And | would like you to agree that it's not
just deletion, but any altering of the text nessages or
any of the e-mails or contacts or the information data
that's on his phone.

Is that a fair request?

MR MCCLUNG Well, | can't -- that's a little
too broad. Certainly anything that's within the scope
of your subpoena, yes. Absolutely.

MR, GRANT: Ckay.

MR. MCCLUNG Anything that relates to the
docunent request that you've nmade, yes.

MR. GRANT: Ckay. And here's the thing. |
contend that the text nessages between M. Pulido and
t he Bushal as are responsive and relevant. And | know
you can disagree, but | contend that they are.

So | request that those be not altered, not
del eted, and to be preserved until the Court can rule

on it.
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I s that agreeabl e?

MR. MCCLUNG Well, again, | don't knowif you
need a court ruling on this.

But what I'll do is I'll have him produce
what ever text nessages are on the phone today with
t hose naned i ndi vi dual s.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. But | also -- you're not
allowing me to |l ook at what other -- | would like to
see if he has any other texts; because he has testified
that he deletes themas a practice, and he has for
years.

There were a nunber of text nessages to
different people, at least five or six, the ful
screen. | want to confirmwhether or not Jill Wallace
was one, and see how many. It is directly inpeachnent.

| amrequesting that you agree that at | east
until -- | believe I'"'mgoing to seek relief fromthe
court; because I'mgoing to want an order directing
M. Pulido not to alter it, and to produce it, if we
can't work out an agreenent.

So I'"'masking you, in the interim so that I
don't have to call Judge WIlson at 1:30, and see if |
can cone in ex parte this afternoon to get an order to
preserve, that you agree that at |east until the end of

next week, M. Pulido is not going to delete or alter
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any of the text nessages that are currently on his
phone. He's not going to delete or alter any of the
e-mails that are currently on his phone, and he's not
going to delete or alter any of the data, such as
contacts, nanes, and that type of information that's on
t hat phone.

s that sonmething you're willing to agree to?

MR, MCCLUNG Well, | think I already agreed
and stipulated with respect to text nessages.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. So is that a "yes"?

MR MCCLUNG No, it's not a "yes"; because
you're nmaking it too broad. 1've already agreed to you
that he won't delete or alter anything that's within
t he scope of your subpoena.

MR, GRANT: Ckay. So -- all right.

MR MCCLUNG | can't say that he won't del ete
or alter anything on his phone. That's way beyond the
scope of your subpoena.

MR. GRANT: So you're going to be the arbiter
of what's responsive to ny subpoena, and then he's
going to be free to delete sonething that either he or
you doesn't believe is responsive, even if the court
were to later say it is, and it wll be gone. Right?

MR. MCCLUNG No. The purpose of a deposition

is for you to ask questions, not for you to have a
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di scussion with ne.

So what you need to do is establish your
foundati on, ask hi mquestions about the various parties
and docunents that you're looking for, so that you' ve
got sonething to go on

Ri ght now, you still haven't gotten into the
heart of any of the questions that are significant in
this deposition, including all the docunents.

MR, GRANT: | disagree.

MR. MCCLUNG So you need to get busy and ask
sonme questi ons.

MR. CGRANT: Counsel, | disagree with you. |I'm
giving you ex parte notice that |I'mgoing to contact
the Court at 1:30 and see if he will hear it
tel ephonically, to issue an order to M. Pulido not to
alter any of the data, text nessages, e-nmmils, contacts
that are on that phone, until the Court can hear the
mat t er.

Are you willing to agree to that, until we can
have the matter heard by the Court, whether it's today,
tonmorrow, Friday or Monday? O are you going to force
me to contact the Court and seek relief on an energency
basi s? Because | have no confidence that the data is
goi ng to be preserved.

MR. MCCLUNG The stipulation that | nade
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stands, that he will not delete or alter any --
anything on his phone that is within the scope of your
subpoena, which is all that you're allowed to require
himto do.

MR GRANT: That's incorrect.

MR. MCCLUNG That's his private phone. You
can't make him-- if he wants to del ete the text
nmessages he has with his wife, he should be able to do
t hat .

MR, CGRANT: Not if -- until the Court can rule
on it.

Do you think that he should be allowed to
delete the text nmessages with the Bushal as, because
he's deci ded or you've decided that's not responsive to
the categories in the Deposition Notice?

MR. MCCLUNG Well, you know that's a
rhetorical question that you know the answer to,
because |'ve already agreed to produce those to you.

So I"'mnot sure why you're asking that question.

MR. GRANT: | don't know why --

MR. MCCLUNG  You need to ask anot her question
so that we can get to the bottom of what the docunents
are.

MR, GRANT: | thought we were doing well,

bef ore today, having a comon understandi ng; but
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unfortunately, regarding this agreenment, | feel Ilike
|"mnot getting a straight answer fromyou. | don't
under stand what the problemis.

" mnot asking you to produce it to me. |'m
asking you to ensure that the witness does not alter or
del ete the data on the phone until either we can cone
to an agreenent or | have the opportunity to go to the
Judge and ask himfor relief in the formof an order to
all ow forensic imaging of the phone, and not to alter
the data, so that it is preserved, in the event that
the court is going to allow ne to have any of it. |

think that's a fair request.

All I"mdoing is asking you not to nmake a fire
drill today, and I will try to work it out with you.
But the thing that | need is a conmtnent that -- not

whether it's relevant or responsive, but sinply that
the witness is going to not alter or delete the data,
text messages, e-nmils, contact information, until we
ei ther have an agreenment or | can get into court, which
will be in the next couple of days. And | think that's
a fair request.

Was that sonmething you're willing to agree to?

MR MCCLUNG | think I'"ve stated ny position
clearly already.

MR. GRANT: So that's a no?
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MR MCCLUNG | don't think there is any
ener genci es necessary.

Il wll stipulate you can draft an order that
ny client not alter or delete any matters or materials
that are on his phone that are -- that could possibly
be deened within the scope of your requests for
docunent s.

MR, GRANT: O that is potentially relevant?

MR MCCLUNG O potentially related to the
| awsui t .

MR. GRANT: O potentially relevant,

i ncluding --

MR. MCCLUNG  You can nmake it broad, if you
want. But you can't shut down sonebody that his
busi ness is his phone, and he has to be able to use his
phone. So it has to be limted to the stuff that
relates to this lawsuit. That's all.

MR. GRANT: Well, the other option is we could
go forensically image it right now, and then he can do
what ever he wants with his phone. And you can hold the
forensi c inage.

How about that?

MR, MCCLUNG No. |I'mnot agreeing on the
record right now at the deposition to do a forensic.

It seens way beyond the scope of the subpoena.
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MR, GRANT: (kay.

MR MCCLUNG So | think you need to establish

sone foundation. You have a little bit, but I've
al ready agreed to produce those things.

So let's nove on and get your questions
answer ed.

MR GRANT: Cot it.

Q M. Pulido, you' re aware that we requested
that you produce certain docunents at your deposition
today. Correct?

A Yes. |'m aware.

Q Okay. And when were you first aware that you
had been requested to produce or to search for or
produce any docunents to us, in connection with this
litigation?

A | believe about two weeks ago.

Q That was the first tinme that you had any idea
that we were requesting any docunents of any kind from
you, in connection with this litigation.

Is that fair?

A | believe so.

Q kay. And at any prior time were you aware
that there had been requests that were nade, even in
the formof Public Records Act requests to the City of

Santa Ana, requesting, for exanple, conmunications
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bet ween you and Ms. \Wal | ace?

A Yes. | was told by the Gty Attorney that
such requests had been nade, and | believe information
was provided.

Q kay. And when was it that you first |earned
of the request that had been made for, for exanple,
comuni cati ons between you and Ms. Wl l ace?

A | don't know when the first tinme was, but the
City Attorney infornmed ne of that for sone tine.

Q What's your best estimate as to when you first
heard that anyone had requested comruni cati ons between
you and Ms. Wallace at all?

A | don't have a date.

Q Was it within the |ast year?

A Associated with this same |awsuit.

Q How about with the matters before the Gty
Council, Pl anning Comm ssion, dealing with the car wash
and those matters? Wiat's your best estimte as to the
first tinme you becane aware that there was any request

for communi cati ons between you and Ms. Wl | ace?

A Only in conjunction with this lawsuit, and
that occurred in the last few nonths. | don't have a
dat e.

Q That's fine. "Last few nonths" is a date
range.
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What, if anything, did you do, after first
| earni ng that there had been a request for
communi cati ons between you and Ms. Wall ace, to search
for responsive docunents?

M5. ROSSINI: Counsel, | think I'mjust going
to object, on the basis of relevance; and | think it's
vague, as to what tine.

Are we tal king about in response to the public
records requests, or are we tal king about in response
to the Deposition Notice?

MR. GRANT: Counsel, | think it was rea
clear. He said that he first was aware of the request
for the Deposition Notice in the |ast couple weeks, and
he was aware of another request possibly in connection
with the Public Records Act request in the |ast couple
of nont hs.

Q My question is the first instance that you
were aware of a request for communi cations, which
presumably woul d be in connection with the information
that was told to you or cane fromthe City Attorney's
of fice.

What, if anything, did you, M. Pulido do, to
search for and | ocate the docunments that had been
request ed?

M5. ROSSINI: And |I'mgoing to object, because

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

93




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

| believe it's outside of the scope of the ruling on
the Motion to Quash, as to what discovery is allowed in
this matter. | don't believe that the Court authorized
di scovery as it relates to the Public Records Act cause
of action.

MR, GRANT: He said -- well, okay. Geat.

I s that your objection?

MS. RCSSIN:  Yes.

MR, GRANT: Okay. Geat.

Q M. Pulido, could you please answer the
guestion?

A | believe she's objecting.

Q M. Pulido, your counsel is the only one who

is allowed to instruct you not to answer. The city can
make all the objections it wants; and when they're
done, I"'mentitled to your answer. That's how the
deposi ti on worKks.

Pl ease answer ny questi on.

MR, GRANT: Madam Reporter, please read back
nmy question.

(Record read by the court

reporter: \Wat, if anything, did

you do, after first |earning that

there had been a request for

comuni cati ons between you and
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Ms. Wallace, to search for

responsi ve docunent s?")

THE WTNESS: And | believe Laura Rossini,
representing the City Attorney, objected to that, and I
have an alliance, you know, to the city. Even though
I'"'mno | onger Mayor, | think she's here representing
nyself and the city's interests. And if she objects to
sonething, I'mgoing to listen to her as well.

BY MR GRANT:

Q That's not how it works, sir. |If there is no
i nstruction not to answer from your counsel, you're
required to answer the question.

Do you see your counsel is not arguing with ne
about that? You need to answer the question, sir.

What is your answer?

A Laura Rossini, you objected. Yes?

M5. ROSSIN:  Yes.

MR. GRANT: Yes, she objected. But she did
not instruct you not to answer; and she knows she's not
al l oned to, because you chose to have your own
i ndependent counsel .

You no longer work for the city. There is no
basis for her to instruct you not to answer on what she
perceives to be outside the scope of the deposition.

Sir, I'"masking you once again to pl ease
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answer my question.

Court reporter, could you please re-read the
question again, so that the witness has it fresh in his
m nd before he answers?

(Record read by the court reporter: Wat, if

anything, did you do, after first |earning

that there had been a request for
comuni cati ons between you and Ms. Wallace, to
search for responsive docunents?")

THE W TNESS: Let ne ask nmy own counsel, based
on the objection fromthe City Attorney --

MR. MCCLUNG Tinme out. All right, counsel.
Maybe | can help. WMaybe | can help with this thing.

Way don't have M. Irwin send us back to the
breakout room and | can try to help you get this
answer ed.

MR, GRANT: I'Il go off the record; but
counsel, | request that you explain to M. Pulido that
this isn't a Gty Council neeting, that he gets to
deci de how things go, and he needs to answer the
guestions, unless you' ve instructed himnot to answer.

And that if he doesn't, he is violating the
procedures and rules of the deposition, and that | wll
have the right to seek relief fromthe Court, including

seeking sanctions fromM. Pulido for the costs and
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fees of having to file a notion to require himto
answer a question that his counsel hasn't instructed
hi m not to answer.

W can go off the record.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: O f the record at 12:46.

(Break taken from12:46 p.m to 1:07 p.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Here begi ns nmedi a nunber
two in the deposition of M. M guel Pulido.

The time is 1:07. W are back on the record.

MR, GRANT: Al right. So counsel, |I'm going
to -- | just sent you, M. MCung, the authority from
the California Suprene Court regarding this issue, and
| request -- | don't know. It's not show ng up.

Oh, here it is. Enerson Electric Conpany
versus Superior Court, 16 Cal Fourth, 1101. Pin site
1111 to 1112, 1997, where the California Suprenme Court
held that at a vi deotaped deposition, the interrogating
attorney may ask the witness to performacts or
ot herwi se perform a denonstration, such as | was
requesting fromthe w tness.

So I'"'mgoing to ask you to consider that
authority, and to reconsider your position; because |
believe that it's appropriate to find out sone
foundational information, to ensure that the data on

the phone is preserved. So | would make that request
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of you, to reconsider your position.

MR. MCCLUNG So you're asking nme whether I'm
going to allow the witness to have you do sone nore
denonstrative questions with his phone? |Is that your
guestion?

MR. GRANT: For exanple --

MR. MCCLUNG The answer is no.

Let's nove on. And we've already agreed to
preserve the data on the phone. So let's nobve on.

MR, GRANT: Geat. kay.

MR, MCCLUNG | want you to ask the questions,
because |'ve got about another hour that | can go
today. | know we're going to have to continue this
depo; but | want to get you -- | want to nake sure you
get all your foundational questions regarding the

docunents, particularly, so we can get those things to

you.
MR, GRANT: |'mtrying to.
MR. MCCLUNG  Anyway, go ahead.
MR, GRANT: Al right.
MR, MCCLUNG | think there was a question

pendi ng that you wanted himto answer.
MR, GRANT: Sure. Yes.
Madam Reporter, can you read back the | ast

guestion?
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(Record read by the court reporter: Wat, if
anything, did you do, after first |earning
that there had been a request for
comuni cati ons between you and Ms. Wallace, to
search for responsive docunents?")

THE WTNESS: Wiat | did was | went through ny
phone, | ooked for e-nmmils; saw none. Looked for text
messages; saw none.

And | reported back to the city that | didn't
have anyt hi ng.

BY MR GRANT:
Q How | ong did your search -- did you spend on
your search?

M5. ROSSINI: Evan, I'mgoing to just continue
to object to any questions about the Public Records Act
requests, because they're outside of the scope of the
deposition; and they're not relevant to the scope, as
defined by the notice of ruling on the Mdtion to Quash.

Can we just stipulate that | have a running
obj ection to any question about the Public Records Act,
or do | need to restate?

MR, GRANT: |'Il give you that. 1'Il give you
t he standi ng obj ection.

M5. ROSSINI: Thank you.

A\
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BY MR GRANT:

Q M. Pulido, could you please answer the
question?

A | don't know how | ong the whol e process took,

you know, fromthe city's standpoint. You know, for ne
It was, you know, just a few m nutes. Just go on the
phone; you search. |It's there or it's not there.

Q Did you search any ot her source, other than
your cell phone, for those communi cati ons between you
and Ms. Wall ace?

A No, because on ny cell phone |I had the e-mail;
or they were not there, but that's where they would
have been. So | searched there.

And on ny phone | also had text nessages, and
| know | didn't have those. So that was --

Q Wiy do you know you didn't have those?

A Because | delete. | deleted her nessages on a
regul ar basis.

Q Is it your testinony nowthat it was only the
text nessages between you and Ms. WAl l ace that you
del eted on a regular basis; or are you sticking with
your testinony that you gave earlier today, that it was
your practice to delete all text nessages on a regular
basi s?

A It is not all, but it's nmany. | del ete many.
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| delete many e-mails every day and nmany text nessages
every day, but not all. | have 6,000 contacts, and I
don't --

Q Sorry. You said you had 6,000 contacts?

A Yes. | have 6,000 contacts. | get a |ot of
texting. | get a lot of e-mails, and every day |I'm
deleting. | don't delete everybody. | don't delete
all.

And I'll preserve, you know, whatever |I'm --

you want nme to preserve, what ny attorney has agreed
to. Don't be concerned about that.

But | do delete a lot. | delete every day.
My system would overflow. | don't have enough nenory.
And then, you know, ny phone stops working if | have
too many e-mails or text messages, and so | del ete.

Q Okay. Well, M. Pulido, you understand that
that answer is conpletely different fromthe answer
that you originally gave today to that question

Correct?

A | corrected it earlier, and this answer is
nore accurate. Wien you say: Do you del ete nessages?
Yes, | do.

Do | delete everything single one? No. There
I's many, many that cone in. And there is nmany, nmany

that | delete. And that's true for e-mails as well.
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Q Sir, do you have a practice to delete on a
daily basis your text nessages with Ms. Wl l ace?

A Yes.

Q Do you have a practice to delete your e-nails
that you exchange with Ms. Wallace on a daily basis?

A No.

Q What ' s your practice regardi ng docunent
retention for communications via e-mail wth
Ms. Wall ace?

A Typically, | don't e-mail. | may have
e-mai |l ed once or twice over the years. | don't e-mail.
And occasionally |I do delete; but | don't delete every
day that | don't e-mail with her

Q Okay. What's your best estimate as to the
total nunber of e-mails that you have sent to
Ms. Wallace on any subject in the last -- | don't
know -- since 2010? Wsat's your best estinmate as to
the nunber? Are we tal king about |ess than ten? Are
we tal king about around a hundred? 10,0007

What' s your best estinmate?

A Probably | ess than ten.

Q And that's fromany e-mail account; Is that
correct?

A Yes.

Q " msorry?

102
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A Yes.

Q Ckay.

A Y-e-s.

Q And | just want to nake sure we're on the

sane page. And so when we're tal king about sending
Ms. Wallace an e-mail fromany e-nail account, you
understand that includes, for exanple, forwarding
e-mails to Ms. Wallace. Correct?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And so your best testinobny, as you sit
here right now, is that in the last ten years you' ve
sent Ms. Wallace less than ten e-nmails from any account
on any subject. |Is that accurate?

A Yeah, that's ny belief. Yes.

Q s that your best estinate?
A Yes.
Q Do you know what the difference is between a

guess and an estimte?

A There is a gray area. | don't know. Maybe
you can tell ne.

Q Vel |, what's your understandi ng of what an
estimate is?

A An educat ed guess.

Q And what's your understandi ng of what a guess

i s?
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A A rough approxi mati on.

Q Vell, to nme, that sounds |ike you think
they're the sane thing. So let ne tell you, for
pur poses of the deposition, what | understand themto
be, and what | would request that you provide ne
answers. Because | don't want you to specul ate, which
i s anot her way of talking about guessing. But | do --
| amentitled to your best testinony and your best
estimate.

The difference that attorneys like to use is
that estimtes are based on sone sort of know edge from
whi ch a deduction can be nmade, and sone sort of answer
can be conme up with, based on sone actual know edge.

A guess is just like what it sounds |ike.
It's where you're stating a position or a fact, where
you have no know edge or information to base it on.

So, for exanple, attorneys typically use the exanpl e of
if | asked you how long the table was that you're
sitting in front of right now, you m ght not have a
ruler or a tape neasure; but because of your
famliarity with | engths, and because you are
perceiving that table, you'd be able to give ne an
estimate of its |ength.

Do you understand that?

A Yes.
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Q Okay. But if I asked you how long the table
was that |'mstanding in front of, since you' ve never
been to ny house, and you can't see the table, any
answer you woul d give woul d be a guess.

Do you understand that?

A Yes.

Q kay. So do you understand the difference now
bet ween a guess and an estimate, for purposes of this
deposition?

A | understand your definition, yes.

Q kay. And you understand that I'mentitled to
your best estimate. Correct?

A Correct.

Q kay. So | just want to nmake sure we're on
the sane page. It's your best estimate that, in the
| ast ten years, you have sent Ms. Wallace |l ess than ten

e-mails fromany e-nmail account regarding any subject

matter. |Is that correct?
A No, that is ny guess. | really don't have an
estimate.

Q Wll, did you send the e-nmails, or did
sonebody el se send the e-nmails?

A It would have been ne, but | didn't do nany.
And that's all | can tell you.

Q kay. So what is your best estimate as to the
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nunber or range of e-mails you sent to Ms. Wallace in
the last ten years? 1Is it less than a thousand? 1Is it
nore than one? Wat's your best estimte?

A | really can't tell you. |It's not often, and
it may have been around ten.

Earlier, earlier, neaning 20 years ago, it may
have been nore. | don't recall what our practice or
what, you know, we were doing there, especially as it
related to city e-mails. So | don't have a firm
estimate for you.

Q "' mnot tal king about earlier.

M. Pulido, this is where we get into -- |I'm
trying to get you to answer ny questions, not the
guestions that you wish | asked you or whatever it is
that you' re answeri ng.

| didn't ask you about before ten years ago.
| asked you about the last ten years. Let's do it this
way.

How about in the last three years? Wat's
your best estinmate as to the total nunber of e-nmils
that you' ve sent to Ms. Wallace fromany e-nmil account
regardi ng any subject matter?

A I"mjust going to guess, and |'mgoing to give
you the answer | gave you before.

Q Wi ch is?
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A | don't know, but it's not many.

Q Is it probably |ess than ten?

A | don't want to guess, but nmaybe it's around
that range. |It's not sonething I do often. O herw se,

|"d tell you a hundred, and it's not a hundred.

Q Is it nore than 507

A | don't know, but | think it's -- | think ten
is not a bad nunber; but, frankly, it's not sonething
|*ve given thought to. And right off the bat, | can't
give you a better answer.

Q Okay. What's your best estimate as to the
total nunber of e-mmils that Ms. Wallace has sent to
you fromany e-mail| address, to any e-nmil address that
you use, in the last ten years?

A | can't think of any, but I nmay be wong. |
can't give you a definitive answer, but | can't think
of any.

Q So if | understand your testinony correctly,
are you saying that you cannot recall receiving a

single e-mail fromMs. Wallace in the last ten years?

A Correct. | may have, but | can't recall.

Q ['"'msorry?

A | may be wong in that statenent, but | can't
recal | .

Q But as you sit here, you can't recall even
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receiving a single e-mail that she sent to you at any

point in time about any subject, in the |ast ten years.

s that an accurate statenent?

A Again, | can't recall

Q M. Pulido, listen to ny question very
carefully. Is it an accurate statenent that, as you
sit here right now, you cannot recall even a single
e-mail that Ms. Wallace sent to you in the last ten
years regardi ng any subject matter, from any account?

A | can't recall.

Q So that is a true statenent, then, you can't
recall even a single e-mail?

A There may have been sone. Cbviously, nothing

that conmes to m nd.

Q Sir, can you please listen to ny question? Do

you understand what it nmeans when | say: |Is it true
that you do not recall having received even a single
e-mail fromMs. Wallace in the last ten years from any
account regardi ng any subject matter?

It's a "yes" or "no" question. As you Sit
here right now, is it true that you do not recall even

one i nstance?

A Right now, | can't recall anything.
Sonme -- she may have sent ne sonet hing.
Q Move to strike as nonresponsive after right
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now he can't recall anything.

M. Pulido, we're going to be here for many
days, apparently, if you're unwilling to answer ny
guestions. Your counsel has the opportunity to ask you
a followup. So let ne ask ny question again, and |I'm
entitled to an answer to ny question.

Is it accurate that, as you sit here right
now, you cannot think of even a single instance when

you received an e-mail from M. Wallace in the last ten

years? "Yes" or "no", sir?
A | do not recall whether | received any or not,
at this tine. | just can't recall.

Q You understand you're being evasive. Right?
A | may have --
MR. MCCLUNG  (Objection. Objection. That's
argunent ati ve, counsel
MR GRANT: Well --
MR. MCCLUNG He's given you the best answer
he can give. He doesn't recall.
MR. GRANT: Wth all due respect, M. Md ung,

you and | both know that the question is very clear.

And it's a "yes" or "no" answer, whether he recalls.
MR MCCLUNG | didn't object to your
question. | thought your question was fine.

But you just said "do you know you're being
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evasive?" |'mobjecting to that question.

MR, CGRANT: Well, because he won't answer the
questi on.

MR. MCCLUNG  Well, but you don't get to

browbeat the witness. Just ask him

MR. GRANT: |I'mnot trying to browbeat the
witness. | just would like an answer to my question.
Q M. Pulido, we'll try one nore tine, and

guess the record will speak for itself whether you're
doi ng your best to answer ny questions that |'m
actual ly asking. Okay?

Here's ny question: As you're sitting here in
this deposition right now, is it a true statenent that

you cannot recall receiving even a single e-mail from

Ms. Wallace in the last ten years, "yes" or "no?"

A Ri ght now, | cannot recall receiving nessages;
but | may have. And I'mnot going to -- |I'mnot going
to give you an absolute no, because |I may have. | just

can't recall.

Q Sir, nove to strike as nonresponsive the |ast
hal f of that, where he started answering a different
guesti on.

M. Pulido, do you understand that |'m not
aski ng you whet her you actually received e-nmails from

her, but whether you recall receiving even one.
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You understand that; correct?

A | do not recall

Q "' msorry?

A Ri ght now, | cannot recall.

Q Even a single e-mail; correct?

A Ri ght now, | can't recall

Q Even a single e-mail; correct?

A Correct. Right now, | cannot recall.

Q Thank you. Thank you. Mbve to strike as
nonr esponsi ve after the word "Correct”.

Sir, what's your best estimate for the nunber
of text nessages you sent to Ms. Wallace from any
account in the |last year?

A | don't have one. More than a hundred. Maybe
nore than -- even nuch nore than that.

But | know that they've all been deleted,
and --

Q Can you please listen, M. Pulido? Can you
just answer ny questions? | only asked you for the
nunber, your best estimate as to the nunber that you
sent, not about deleting, not about if you have them
not about if you remenber what they're about.

It's what's your best estinmate as to the
nunber you sent to her, text nessages, in the |ast

year. Can you pl ease answer that question, and that

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

111




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

guestion only?

A | don't have a nunber, but many.

Q Ckay. And you say that you think it was
probably in excess of a hundred. Correct?

A | think nmuch nore than a hundred. It could

have been several hundred.

Q Do you think it could be over a thousand?
A | don't know.
Q Do you text with Ms. -- strike that.

Wuld you say it's a fair statenent that you

text Ms. Wallace on a daily basis?

A Usual |y one. Sonetinmes nore. Sone days none.
Q Ckay.
A Today, for exanple, it's been none.

Sir, do you understand what an average is?

> O

And | don't have that nunber for you.

Q Wul d you say, if you had to say what your
practice was, in general, that you tend to send
Ms. Wallace a text at |east once a day, although there
m ght be a coupl e days where you didn't send her a
text? |If you ook at the |last year, do you think that
it's accurate that you probably sent her a text at
| east once a day, on average?

A Maybe nore than that. | haven't done a -- |

haven't analyzed it. | don't have a record. | don't,
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you know, keep anything. But |I would say, on the
average, maybe nore than that.

Q What woul d you say then the nunber is, if it's
nore than one? Wlat would you say, on average, it
woul d be? Ten? Fifty? Three? Wat's your best
estimate?

A | don't have a best estimate, and | don't want
to just nake nunbers up.

Q VWl l, you're the one who sent the text
nmessages. R ght?

A And | don't keep a record. | don't, you know,
think about this. | don't, you know, try to say "Cee,
how many have | sent?"

' ve never done this.

Q kay. How many text nessages did you send to
Ms. Wl | ace yesterday?

A I think one.

Q How nmany the day before?

A | don't know.

Q Ckay. How many text nessages did Ms. Wall ace
send to you today?

A None.

Q How many text nessages did Ms. Wallace send to
you yesterday?

A | think two.
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Q And what were they about?
A Just responding to about the -- what | told

you earlier, about the Northgate Mrket hearing.

Q Is that a project that she is a consultant on?
A | don't know.
Q Wl l, do you have a belief or an

under st andi ng? Have you heard any infornmation, one way
or the other, fromany source, about whether or not she
Is or is not involved in a capacity where she's

recei ving conpensation in connection with that project?

A | believe yes, but | don't have any docunent.
| have no direct know edge. | don't know.

Q Who did you hear sone runor that she's
i nvol ved as a consultant for that project fronf

A | don't want to give you a wong answer

Q So you can't recall anybody specifically.
Correct?

A It may have been Ruben Smth.

Q Who is Ruben Smth?

A He's an attorney in town, who works with
Northgate, and | also -- well, mainly Ruben, | think,
woul d know nore about that.

Q Why do you think Ruben woul d know about
whet her Ms. Wal |l ace was a consultant on that project?

A Because he works actively with Northgate, and
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he handles their affairs.

Q Now, M. Pulido, is it true that earlier
t oday, when you | ooked at your phone, you del eted
Ms. Wallace's name fromthe contact, and replaced it
with Ruben Smth's name. Correct?

A No, no.

Q And so you had nothing to do with

Ms. Wl |l ace's nane being deleted fromyour contact.

Correct?
A It's not been on nmy phone for years, her nane.
Q So you have 6,000 contacts on your phone, but

Ms. Wallace is not one of them True?

A Correct. | typically input her nane directly.
Ri ght now she's under Ruben Smth, because my phone is
mal f uncti oni ng badly.

The city recently disconnected nme fromthe
city's server. They have all ny data within that
context; and when they deleted nme, it w ped everything
out. And right now nmy phone has a | ot of mssing
nanmes, has got phone nunbers that appear under ot her
people's nanes. And right now, that is the case.

Q Sir, unfortunately the deposition is going to
keep getting longer, the nore tinmes that you don't just
answer the question that | asked you.

So I'"'mgoing to again request, and |I'm goi ng
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to make a note for the record that we' ve now spent a
tremendous tinme asking you to answer the question I
asked. And so when we run out of tinme, |I'mgoing to be
asking the Court to order you to show back up for
additional tinme, because you would not, despite ny

pl eading with you, just answer ny questions. Gkay?

So I"'mgoing to continue to try to get you to
answer them but you are going to prolong this
deposition process, unfortunately, for you and for
everybody el se.

So, sir, is it a true statenent that you had
nothing to do with Jill Wallace's nane being --
what ever nane you use for Jill Wallace, being deleted
fromyour phone earlier today?

A That is correct.
Q And is it a fair statenent that you had
nothing to do wth Ruben Smth's nanme sonehow bei ng

assigned to Ms. Wall ace's tel ephone nunber today?

A That is correct. It was this way, you know,
yest er day.

Q "That is correct” is enough. That's the
guesti on.

Sir, isit atrue statenent that if you were
to |l ook at your phone right now, there are text

nessages that say they are from Ruben Smith or that you
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sent to Ruben Smth?

A No.

Q Do you know how many different -- when we
| ooked at your phone, there was M a Bushal a, Al
Bushal a, and a whole list of other people that you
have strings of text nessages wth.

Do you have any estinmate as to the nunber of

different strings of text nessages you currently have

on your phone?

A No.

Q Sir, what were the e-nmail accounts to which
you sent Ms. Wallace an e-mail in the |last ten years?

A | think it would have been fromeither the

city's server.

Q " msorry?

A It would have been the city e-nmail, which |
don't have any nore, the city server

Q What's the e-mail account?

A | don't know. They set it up for nme. It
said, you know, "M guel Pulido, Santa Ana," but | don't
know t he actual account.

Q Does "MAPul i do@ant a- Ana -- whatever -- "net",
does that ring a bell?

A It woul d have been whatever the city, yes. It

woul d have been whatever the city e-mail was.
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Q Did you have nore than one distinct e-nmai
address at the city over the last, | don't know,
ten years?

A At the city, no.

Q Aside fromthe single e-mail account that you
had at the city domain, were there any other e-mail
addresses or accounts from which you sent Ms. Wl l ace
an e-nmail over, at any point intine in the last ten
years?

A It could have been ny only other e-mail, which
is Mguel Pulido2727@mail.com That's ny private
e-mai |

Q When did you establish that e-mail account?

A | don't know. A few years ago. | don't have

Q And is that an account that you use regularly?

A Yes.

Q And have you used it regularly for the | ast
five, ten years?

A Last five years. Not ten

Q And so there were only two e-mail accounts
fromwhich you've sent e-nmails in the last ten years.
| s that an accurate statenent?

A | believe so.

Q And that's, one, the city e-nmail account; and
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one, that Gmail account that you identified. Correct?

A Yes.

Q And how about e-nmails that you received from
Ms. Wallace? Do you recall any e-mail account from
whi ch you received an e-mail from Ms. Wallace at any
point intime in the last ten years?

A | answered earlier that I'mnot sure, and |
don't even know if | received any.

Q You don't have a recollection of receiving

even one. Right?

A Right. | don't have a recollection right now
| may have. | can't testify for sure that | know
Q | didn't ask you if you did for sure, sir.
Sir, I"'mgetting really frustrated with you,

because | know that you're a really smart guy; and |
know t hat you know what it means, because | see you do
It at the council neeting if soneone doesn't answer
your questi on.

You know when soneone's asked you -- when
you' ve asked a question, and they don't answer the
guestion you' re asking. You know when you're answering
ny question and when you're not.

And I'mgoing to again ask you: Please just
answer ny questions, and keep the commentary to

yourself. If it's not what |'ve asked you, you're not
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supposed to be telling it to nme. Your counsel can
follow up and elicit any other information he wants.

Ckay?

Do you understand that, that you're supposed

to answer ny question, and not vol unteer other

I nformati on that hasn't been requested?

A Look, 1I'm doing the best | can.
Q Do you understand that?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. Do you normally have difficulty

under st andi ng questions that are asked of you?

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, that's argunentati ve.

Can we just nove on and ask him sone real

guestions? You're giving a |lot of speeches. It's also
taking a lot of time in the deposition. Just ask him

guesti ons.

MR, GRANT: And | woul d request that he answer

t hem

MR. MCCLUNG You're good at this. You know

how to do it.

MR, GRANT: | would request that he just

answer them counsel.

MR, MCCLUNG He's trying. He just said he's

doi ng the best he can. Let's nove on.

111
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BY MR GRANT:
Q Sir, what other ways have you comruni cat ed
wth Ms. Wallace in the |ast ten years, other than text

or e-mail?

A Phone call s.

Q Ckay. Any ot her nethod?

A Qccasi onal neeti ngs.

Q I n- person neetings?

A Yes.

Q Have you ever done any sort of Zoom or other

renote neeting with Ms. \Wall ace?
A No.
Q So we have phone calls, in-person neetings,
t ext messages, and e-nmils.
I's that accurate?
A Yes.
Q How often in the last ten years would you
say -- strike that.
Did you regularly nake phone calls to
Ms. Wal |l ace over the |ast ten years?
A Yes.
Q And did you regularly make phone calls to
Ms. Wl |l ace since she left the enpl oynent of the city?
A Yes.

Q And what woul d you say, how often you have
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made phone calls to Ms. Wallace over the last ten years
or the period of tine after she left the enpl oynent of
the city? Is it daily, what would you say?

A Irregular. Again, sone days nothing. But
ot her days it mght be several tinmes a day. | don't
have a nunber for you.

Q Wul d you say it's at |east weekly that you
have made a phone call to Ms. Wall ace, since she's |eft
t he enpl oynent of the city?

A Yes, | would say that.

Q Wul d you say it's nore days per week than

not ?
A Probably, but it's not always consistent.
Q | under st and.
A There m ght be sone gaps. | can't give you a

nunber, and say every week is the sane.

Q What e-nmail addresses, if any, are you aware
of that Ms. Wallace has used between 2015 and the end
of 20197

A | believe she has an e-mail called
"jillwallacel3@nuail.coni.

Q Any ot hers?

A No.

Q And how often would you say that Ms. Wl l ace

woul d call you on the tel ephone, over the period of
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time since she left the enpl oynent of the city, up
until today? Was it on average daily, weekly? What
woul d you say?

A Simlar to nmy calling, | believe.

Q It sounds to ne |like you guys talk on the
phone pretty regularly; and sonetines nmultiple tines a
day, usually daily, but not necessarily every day.

Is that a fair statenent?

A Pr obabl y.

Q Ckay. Wen you say "probably", is that your
best estinmate?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And how | ong are your conversations
with Ms. Wallace, typically, when you talk on the
phone? Are they generally |like a mnute or two, or do
you tend to have | ong conversations, or is it a m xed
bag: Sone | ong, sone short?

A Probably a m xed bag, but nore of them are
short.

Q And what's the nature of these calls that
you're having with Ms. Wallace over the last -- | don't
know -- five, six years, since she's left the
enpl oynent of the city, on alnost a daily basis?

A It can be a variety of issues. Otenit's,

you know, politics. You know, Gty Council. You know,
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candi dates that are running, you know, for office.

And that's an ongoing thing. Raising noney,
you know, people that she knows that | m ght approach
for canpaign contributions. Those are really dom nant
di scussi ons.

Q And has Ms. Wl | ace ever provided any services
or assistance to you, since you |left the enpl oynent of
the cite, for which she's received any conpensati on,
gifts or other things of value fromany person, as far
as you're aware?

A No.

Q And have you ever been to Ms. Wllace's house?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Wien was the last tine you were at
Ms. Wall ace's house?

A | don't recall

Q Are there any other consultants who are hired
by devel opers at the City of Santa Ana that you speak
with -- or strike that.

Are there any other consultants that are hired
by peopl e seeking approvals or permts at the Cty of
Santa Ana that you speak with or have spoken with as
regul ar as you spoke with Ms. Wallace, over the |ast
five other six years?

A Not as regular, but sone | speak a |ot.
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Q How many woul d you characterize that you woul d
speak to a lot?

A There is probably about six people, and it
changes. Sonetines it's very intense, in the mddle of
a canpaign; and I'll speak to thema lot, a lot, a lot,
and then it mght drop off.

But there is about six people that are -- you
know, that | dial very frequently.

Q Does that include -- strike that.

Does that include Ms. VWallace, in the six; or
is she in addition to the six?

A | was thinking of her as being part of the
Si X.

Q kay. That's a fair answer.

So but you woul d agree that, over the | ast
five or six years you comruni cate nore frequently with
Ms. Wal |l ace than any other person who acts as a
consultant to devel opers and ot her peopl e seeking
approvals fromthe Gty of Santa Ana.

Is that a fair statenent?

A Yes.
Q And woul d you agree that you comunicate --
strike that.

Wul d you agree that it's a fair statenent

that you' ve communi cated nore with Ms. Wallace in al
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different fornms than any other person who acts as a
consul tant to devel opers or other people seeking
approvals fromthe Cty of Santa Ana, over the |ast
five or six years?

A No.

Q Ckay. Who woul d you say that you've
conmuni cated nore with, who is a consultant in that
respect, over the last five or six years, other than
Ms. Wall ace?

A George Urch

Q How do you spell that |ast nane?

A U-r-c-h.

Q Anybody el se?

A No. | think that would be it.

Q kay. Who is M. Urch?

A He is a -- he e-mails alot. Heis a

political consultant. He's an advocate. He has nmany
clients here in the city.

He's assisted ne in canpaigns; and, you know,
sonetinmes there can be several e-mails in a day from
Ceor ge.

Q Aside fromM. Uch, is it a fair statenent
that you've communi cated nore with Jill Wallace over
the last five or six years than any other consultant

that represents people seeking pernmts or approvals
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fromthe City of Santa Ana?

A Yes.

Q And is it a fair statenent that you
comuni cated with Ms. Wal |l ace substantially nore than
any of these other consultants in the last five or six
years, other than M. U ch?

A Yes.

Q kay. Did | ask you when was the last tine
you were at Ms. Wl l ace's house?

A And | don't recall.

Q Okay. What's your best estimate as to the

total nunber of times that you were present at

Ms. Wl |l ace's house, between the tine she left the city

enpl oynent and today?

A | don't have an estimate.

Q Is it nore than one?

A Yes.

Q Is it nore than a hundred?
A | don't know. Probably not.

It could be nore than a hundred, though?

| don't know. Correct.

o » O

Okay. How about in the last year? Wat's
your best estimate as to the nunber of tines that you
were physically present at Ms. Wallace's hone?

A Fi ve.
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Q And what about in the year before this |ast
year? So we'll call it in 2019, what's your best
estimate as to the total nunber of tines you were at

Ms. Wal |l ace's house?

A Probably nore, but | don't have a nunber

Q Ckay. Is it nore than a hundred?

A | don't know.

Q It could be nore than a hundred?

A | don't know. | don't think so, but | don't
know.

Q Could it be around a hundred?

A | don't know.

Q Is there any docunents that would allow you to
determ ne when you were at Ms. Wl l ace's house over the
| ast four or five years?

A | don't know.

Q Have you ever spent the night at Ms. Wallace's

house?
A No.
Q Not one tinme since you ve known her have you

ever spent the night at the place that she considers to
be her residence or her home. |Is that an accurate
st at enent ?

A Yes, that is.

Q kay. Have you ever been at Ms. Wallace's

128
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house until past mdnight at any point in tine since
you' ve known her?

A | may have, when she left the city, about
seven years ago.

Q Are you saying there was one instance that
you're recalling? O are you saying that there have
been occasi ons?

A There has been a period of tinme where | may
have been there nore, but | don't think so. | don't
think after m dnight, no.

Q But there was a period of time when you were
at Ms. Wallace's house nore frequently than ot her
tinmes?

A Yes.

Q And that was when she left the enpl oynent of

the city?
A Yes.
Q And for how | ong of a period?
A Maybe three nonths or so.

Q And what was the reason why your frequency of
visiting Ms. Wallace's honme increased during that
period of tinme?

A You know, she needed a friend;, and | went to
try to talk to her, and hel p her through that process.

Q Al'l right. Have you and Ms. Wallace at any
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time before let's say, you know, Cctober 15th of 2019,
have you guys ever kissed in any way?

A No.

Q Have you ever hugged her?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. Wiat's your best estinate as to the
nunber of times you hugged her? |Is that something that

woul d be a rare occurrence or a regular occurrence?

A Rar e.

Q "' msorry?

A Rare occurrence.

Q Is that somet hing that happened |Ii ke a handful

of tines; one tine? What's your best estimate?

A A handful of tinmes on -- probably a handful of
times.

Q Have you ever been involved in a romantic

rel ati onship of any kind with Ms. Wl |l ace?

A No.
Q Have you ever gone on a date with Ms. Wall ace?
A No.
Q Have you ever -- have you ever spent -- strike

t hat .
Have you ever stayed in the same hotel room as
Ms. Wal | ace?

A No.
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Q Sois it afair statement that at no tine
have you ever engaged in any intimte contact with

Ms. Wal |l ace?

A That is correct.
Q And | don't need to go into -- it's not Bill
Cinton's deposition. | don't need to go into the

specifics of that.
It includes all of the things that everyone
under stands that to nean; right?
A Correct, yes.
Q Has Ms. Wl | ace ever been to your house?
A Yes.
Q How often -- or strike that.
When was the last tinme she was at your house?
A | don't recall
Q Was it in the |last year?
A | think nore than that.
Q Okay. What's your best estimate as to the
nunber of tinmes Ms. Wallace was at your house, in
bet ween 2015 and now?
A Maybe a hundred. | don't have a solid answer,
but maybe a hundr ed.
Q So it sounds like it was a pretty -- if there
Is 365 days in a year, it sounds like it was a pretty

regul ar occurrence, if you're saying that it was in
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that type of nunber.
Is that a fair statenment, or no?

A Yeah. She used to cone over on a regular
basis. M wfe has a yoga class, and once a week she
woul d come over and participate in yoga; and that went
on for a period of tine.

She hasn't been in the yoga group in the |ast
five years. Maybe nore.

Q Is it a fair statenent to say that you' ve been
to Ms. Wallace's house nore than any city consultant's
house, in the last five or six years?

A Yes.

Q Is it a fair statenent that Ms. Wil l ace has
been to your house nore tines in the last five or six

years than any other city consultant?

A Yes.
Q Are you aware of any other cities at which --
strike that.

Do you have any understandi ng as to what
Ms. Wall ace's business has been, over the |last five or
six years, or | guess since she left? How about let's
go with since she's left the enploynent of the city.
At any point in time -- strike that. Bad question.

At any point in tinme since Ms. Wall ace left

t he enpl oynent of the city, which was in approximately
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when?

A Ei ght years.

Q So like what? 2013 or so0?

A | believe so.

Q kay. Since Ms. Wallace left the city's
enpl oynent, in or about 2013, do you have any
understanding as to what her business was during any
period of tinme?

A Not totally, no.

You sai d any under st andi ng?
Q Any understanding. You said "not totally."
So what did you have an understandi ng of ?

A | believe she's consulted and worked for
different folks; but |I don't know all her clients, and
| don't follow that in detail. That's her affair.

Q Have you ever had any conversations with her
about what she does for a living?

A Yes. She gets a retirenent fromthe city, and
| believe that covers nmuch of her needs. And then --

Q Sir, I"mtal king about inconme, not retirenent.
I ncone she's receiving froma business that she is
operating, a consultant or some other type of business,
consul tancy or sone other type of business that she's
operating, whether it's a sole proprietorship or a

formal corporation or whatever.
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Do you have any understandi ng of what busi ness
that Ms. Wallace has been engaged in, if any, since she
| eft the enpl oynent of the city, in about 20137

A |"'maware that she has a group called The
Casala G oup. It's a consulting conpany. And | don't
know all her clients, but | know that she has clients.

| know sonme are not profits. She has told ne

that. Ohers are for profit businesses; but | don't --

|'ve never seen a contract. | don't know what she
makes. | don't get involved in that.

Q | understand that. But again, that wasn't ny
guestion. But what -- strike that.

Do you have any understandi ng as to whet her or
not Ms. Wall ace consults for anybody, to try to obtain
permts or approvals at any city or any government
body, other than the City of Santa Ana?

A | believe she does. | believe in other cities
she's active. |'ve not, you know, discussed or worked
with her on any of those; but | think that she does
things outside of the Gty of Santa Ana.

| know that she's active in the Cty of
Newport. | know she's on, you know, several boards
t hat pay her noney, outside of Santa Ana.

Q M. Pulido, |I'mfocusing on her consultant

wor k.
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You are famliar with the fact that she hol ds
hersel f out as a consultant to devel opers and ot her
peopl e seeking approvals or permts fromthe Gty of
Santa Ana, to assist with obtaining those permts or
approvals. Are you or not?

A Yes.

Q And that that's been a business that she's
been engaged in since some point in tine after she left
the city's enploynent. Correct?

A Yes.

Q Okay. What's your best estimate as to when
she started acting as a consultant in connection with
the Gty of Santa Ana for entities or individuals
seeking permts or approvals fromthe Cty of
Santa Ana? Was it inmmediately after leaving, within a

coupl e nonths, a couple years later?

A A year or two after she left.
Q Did you say a year or two after she left?
A Yes.

Q Ckay. And would you -- strike that.
Wul d you agree that it's a fair statenent
that, based on what your understanding is, that she
has -- Ms. Wallace has done the vast majority of her
consulting work for people seeking permts or approvals

froma governnment body, fromthe City of Santa Ana?
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A Yes.

Q And that the other projects that may exi st
woul d be a far exception, rather than the rule?

A | don't know about that. | can't state that
as a fact. | don't know.

Q Ckay. Do you know of any specific projects
that Ms. Wallace was hired on, in connection with
obtaining a permt or approval fromthe Cty of
Santa Ana, since she left her enpl oynent up until
Cct ober of 2019? Do you know of specific projects?

A Can you ask -- state that again, please?

Q Sure. O course.

Do you know of any specific projects for which
Ms. Wl lace was hired as a consultant, where the
i ndi vidual or entity was hiring her to assist with
obtaining a permt or approval fromthe Cty of
Santa Ana, since she's left the Gty of Santa Ana's
enpl oy?

A Yes.

Q And can you tell ne what your best estimte as
to the nunber of different projects that you can --

t hat conme to m nd?

A Maybe -- I'mgoing to guess a little bit here.

Maybe six or so.

Q And what are the different projects that you
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can specifically identify?

A One is the Russell Fischer, you know, Car

Wash.
Q Ri ght .
A Another is a project on First Street, called
\ér ners.
Q Can you spell that, or tell me that agai n?
A We-r-me-r-s.

Anot her one is over on First Street, 1901 East
First Street.

Q Any ot hers?

A And anot her one is Northgate Markets.

Q Any ot hers?

A Anot her one is with Steve Jones. He's the
Mayor of Garden Gove. And he's had sonme apartnents
here in Santa Ana that he has processed. And, you
know, | believe she's worked on that as well.

Q Any others that you can think of right now?

A No.

Q Can you think of even a single project that
Ms. Wl |l ace has consulted on, since |eaving the enpl oy
of the city, for a different city other than Santa Ana
or a different governnent body other than the Gty of
Santa Ana?

A Yeah, yeah. | think she did a project in
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Cathedral GCty, | want to say. |In Adelanto. | think
sonething out in the desert, out in Needles. And I
think a project in Garden G ove.

Q For all these projects that you' re descri bing,
how did you | earn about these projects? Ws it from
conversations with --

A She said she was working on them

Q "' msorry?

A She told ne on the phone.

Q Al right. So it was based on your
conversations with Ms. Wllace?

A Yes.

Q Al'l right. And when did you first know
that Ms. Wallace had been hired as a consultant by
Russel | Fischer?

A When the project was appeal ed, you know, by
sayi ng, you know, against M. Fischer. That's when |
becanme aware.

Q So prior to the appeal com ng before the Gty
Counci | ?

A Prior to it comng before the City Council, |

was not aware. | was not tracking that project. | was
not aware.
Q How did you first becone aware that

Ms. Wall ace had been hired as a consultant by
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Russel |l Fischer in connection with the -- what you cal
"the car wash project"?

A She told nme that she was hired by
Russel |l Fischer to help process that application, and
that her contract had termnated. | don't know the
date; but it was well before the appeal occurred, that
came before the City Council.

So when the project canme to the city council,
" maware that she was no | onger a consultant for
Russel | Fi scher

Q Were you aware that Ms. Wallace was invol ved
intrying to get the hearing on the appeal schedul ed
for a particul ar day?

A No.

Q Wul d that surprise you?

A No. | nean, she may have, you know, been
trying to help; but she was no | onger under contract.
| know t hat.

Q Have you seen the contract between her and
Russel | Fi scher?

A No, no.

Q So how do you know that she wasn't under
contract any |onger?

A She told ne that.

Q Ckay. So how many conversations did you have
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with Ms. Wall ace about the Russell Fischer Car Wash
Project, prior to having the matter cone before you on

Cct ober 15, 2019, where you voted on the matter?

A During the Planning Conm ssion process, |
didn't -- I had no know edge. | didn't talk about it.
Q Sir, sir, listen. Listen. Please just answer

nmy questions.

How many tines did you speak with -- it's a
nunber or a range, or you have no idea, but nore than
one.

How many tines did you speak with Ms. Wl | ace
about anything to do with the car wash project or
Russel | Fischer, before the appeal cane before you on
Cct ober 15, 2019?

A | don't recall talking about it prior to that.

Q Vel l, you just indicated, unless |I'm m staken,
that you recall at |east one specific conversation with
Ms. Wall ace before you voted on the appeal regarding
the project, where you | earned she was the consultant,
or had been. Right?

A That may have been on that date. I1t's right
before it came to the Cty Council.

Q So your best estimate is that the conversation
you had with Ms. Wal | ace about the Russell Fischer

project and her being a consultant was nost |ikely on
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the day that the matter was conming to the Gty Counci
to vote, so October 15, 2019. Correct?
A Yes, | believe so.

And at that tine, she told ne she was no
| onger a consultant.

Q Sir, nove to strike as nonresponsive, after
you said "l believe so".

Again, | asked you -- I'mtrying to figure out
the date, not what she told you. Just your best
recol lection as to the date.

A That's nmy best recollection.

Q That it would have been the sane day,
Cct ober 15, 2019?

A Ri ght when it was com ng up. It could have
been the day before, but right when it was com ng up.

Q Right. But not the day after, or after.

Correct?
A | don't believe the day after, no.
Q kay. And not any -- this conversation, your

best recollection is that it occurred before the vote.
Ri ght ?
A Yes.
Q Okay. And was that in person or on the
t el ephone or text or what?

A | think it was on the phone.
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Q And how | ong was that conversation in total,
not just the part, if there was other parts where you
di scussed other matters besides the Russell Fischer
proj ect ?

A | don't recall, other than | think it was a
short conversation.

Q Wul d you say a couple mnutes? Wuld you say
30 mnutes? | nean, do you have any idea, or you have
no idea at all?

A No idea. Ten mnutes, but I'm guessing.

Q Well, is that your best estinmate, based on the
fact that you participated in the conversation?

A Ri ght .

Q kay. Do you recall discussing anything el se,
ot her than the Russell Fischer project, during that
conversation with Ms. \Vall ace?

A | believe we tal ked about just other, you
know, things. You know, personal things, things going
on with her famly, that kind of stuff.

Q And woul d you regularly talk to Ms. Wall ace
about personal things going on in her life?

A No. No, not often.

Q What do you nean by "not often"?

A I wouldn't talk about those things often. In

this case, she had a beach house, and she was working

KAMRYN | WHITNEY COURT REPORTING, LLC
info@kwcourtreporting.com

142




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M guel Pulido, Volume |I - Decenber 16, 2020

on a beach house. And I think she brought sonething

out about that. But |ook, maybe | should strike it,

because |'mnot clear as to whether that occurred then.

| m ght be m srenmenbering.

Q No, it's not about striking it. You're
supposed to tell ne what you think is your best
evidence. And if you do not have high confidence, you
can certainly say --

A | don't have high confidence. | mainly
remenber the Russell Fischer discussion.

Q And do you like Ms. Wallace?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And does it nake you happy if she is

successful ?

A Yeah. | nmean, | want to help, when I can. |
don't always agree with her. | don't always help her.
Sonetimes | tell her, "I think you' re wong on
this; and, you know, |I'mnot going to support it."
But yeah. | nean, | consider her a friend.

And if | can help, | wll.
Q Al'l right.
MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, can we take |like a
five-mnute break here?
MR, GRANT: Well, real quick; because | want

to finish this line of questioning, and then we can
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t ake a break.

M. Pulido --

MR, MCCLUNG Okay. Well, you're going to run
up against my tineline deadline.

MR GRANT: Gve nme two mnutes. Can | have
two m nutes?

MR. MCCLUNG  Absol utely.
BY MR GRANT:

Q M. Pulido, sois it a fair statenent that
Ms. Wal |l ace would cone to you, to seek your help
regardi ng projects that she was hired as a consultant
on at the Gty of Santa Ana, as a general proposition?

A No.

Q Vell, then | don't understand your answer,
when you said that you would try to help her when you
coul d.

A Yeah. But it was not a general proposition,
that she'll approach ne on every project that she's
wor ki ng on.

Q Wel |, she woul d approach you on sone of the
projects. Right?

A Yes.

Q Yes, okay. And was Russell Fischer project
sonet hing that you could support, and sonething that

you could help her with?
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A No. Because it was already approved by the
Pl anni ng Conmi ssi on.

And it wasn't even going to cone to the City
Council. I had no -- | would have had no role.

Q Sir, when you knew -- when you had the
conversation with Ms. Wallace, you knew that it was now
comng to the City Council. True?

A Yes.

Q And did Ms. Wall ace ask you to support the --
her client or former client in the appeal ?

A Former client, and she just explained to nme
what the case was about.

She didn't say, "Can you support it? | want
you to support it." She just gave nme infornmation

Q Vell, she -- she told you the reasons why she
t hought that the appeal had no nerit, and why it was
| egitimate and was properly approved. Right?

A She told ne it had been approved by the
Pl anni ng Commi ssion on a 7-0 vote, that they had net
all the conditions of approval, that it was a squeaky
clean project, and that was it.

Q And she told you that the argunents that these
appel l ants were maki ng were nonsense. Right?

A No. | nean, | drew that conclusion on ny own.

Q And it had nothing to do with the infornmation
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that Ms. Wallace provided you. Right?

A Correct.

Q Now, when you said at the COctober 1st, 2019
hearing that you had heard that what was goi ng on was
that they were appealing for a business reason which
was not perm ssible, where did you hear that

i nformati on fronf

A | don't recall

Q It was from Ms. Wl lace; right?

A | don't recall that.

Q Can you say -- can you say with any confidence

that it was from soneone other than Ms. \Wall ace?

A It may have been fromthe city manager, and it
may have been from sonme of the staff. It may have been
from M nh Thai

Q And it may have been from Ms. Wallace; right?

A It may have been from Ms. WAl l ace.
Q So you don't recall, one way or the other.
Correct?

A Correct.

Q And can you recall any specific conversations
that you had with anybody other than Ms. Wl |l ace about
the Russell Fischer project, before you voted on it?

A There was first a neeting when the appell ant

or Kara Grant, | believe, showed up; and they were
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asking for a continuance. | don't know what that date
was, but that may have been before.

Q Cctober 1st. It was October 1st, 1'11
represent to you.

It was the Pl anni ng Conm ssi on.

A But then there was a request for us not --
there was a request for us not to -- | nean to -- first
there was a question for us to continue the item
because the guy was going to go to Europe.

Q Ri ght .

A And at that neeting, that's when | becane
aware of much of this information; because | saw an
owner of a car wash com ng before the Cty Council
stating "I want to oppose this application, and | want
you to continue the hearing, because I'mgoing to go to
Europe, and | want you to continue it until | get
back. "

And | believe that was -- | can go back and
| ook at the records; but | believe that was when |
first becane aware of everything, based on the
testi nony that was given.

But we didn't vote that day. That day, we
didn't vote.

Q Sir, the only conversation that you had,

that you can recall with any person about the
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Russel |l Fischer project, prior to the neeting you're
descri bing, where M. Conklin canme and requested that
t he appeal hearing be noved to the next council hearing
after it had been schedul ed for?

A | don't renenber what date that was.

Q ["'mtelling you. |'m nmaking you a
representation. You voted on the appeal on
Oct ober 15th, and I'mrepresenting to you that it was
at the prior council hearing on Cctober 1st. So assune
that's the correct date. Gkay? October 1st, the prior
council hearing to the one where you voted on the
appeal .

Is it a true statement or not a true statenent
that the only conversation you can recall having
specifically about the Russell Fischer project, prior
to the council hearing, where the request was nade
to continue the matter by M. Conklin was with
Ms. Wall ace?

A No. Because now you're tal king about --
you' re tal king about prior to Cctober 15th.

Q No. Cctober 1st.

A Oct ober 1st, and then COctober 15th.
October 15th is when we voted, | believe.

Q Correct.

A And Cctober 1st is when M. -- the car wash
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owner showed up to speak to us.

Q Correct. And I'masking you: Can you
I dentify any other conversation you had with any ot her
person, other than Ms. Wllace, about the car wash
project, prior to that tine when M. Conklin cane in to
request the continuance?

A | think the city nmanager, Kristen Ridge, was
aware of it. And | asked her, "Wat is this? Wat's
goi ng on?"

And she told ne.

Q When did that conversation take place?

A | believe right during that, on that date.

Q They canme unannounced. The Conklins cane
unannounced to the Cctober 1st neeting.

A Then | went to her; and | said, "What is this
about ?"

Q Sir, you said on the record that you had
heard. They cane unannounced. They just put in a
request to tal k about a non-agendi zed item

And you canme out of the gate, saying, "l've
heard that this is what's going on."

And | can play you the clip, if you want to
see it. But I'mmaking a representation to you, as an
officer of the court, that you said, "I've heard that

what is going on is that you are challenging this for a
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busi ness deci sion, and that that's not a valid basis
for an appeal ."
Does that sound about accurate to you?

A Yes, that does; but --

Q Ckay.
A | believe |I had spoken -- | --
Q Wait. So you believe that's accurate. Now

| et me ask ny question.
You believe that's accurate. Right? Yes?

A Yes.

Q Now, is it a true statenent that you do not
have a distinct recollection of having a conversation
with any person regarding the Russell Fischer project,
ot her than Ms. Wallace, prior to that neeting?

A | may have spoken to the city.

Q | know you may have.

Do you have a recollection of actually doing
it?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Wien did that conversation happen?

A "mjust trying to recollect when it occurred.

Q Coul d it have happened after that neeting, and
before the vote?

A I think it happened before the vote. | think

it happened earlier.
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Q Right. Before the vote. So it could have
happened - -

A Oct ober 1st.

Q "' msorry?

A Bef ore Cctober 1st.

Q And what |ed you to have that conversation
with the city manager?

A W tal k about a ot of things, all the tine.

Q So and you have a distinct recollection of
tal king with her before October 1st regarding the car
wash project?

A | believe so, yes.

Q Ckay. Wiat was di scussed?

A A lot of different things that were going on
in the city.

Q No. Regarding the car wash project, what was
that conversation that you have a distinct recollection
of having with Ms. Ridge?

A Just that | believe that there was sonme --
sonmet hing out there, sonething out in the comunity,
saying that there m ght be sone opposition.

And | don't know if it involved Danny Fiero or
Jose Sol ario or other council nenbers, but | recal
sonething was going on. And so | tried to find out

nore about it.
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Q And one of the conversations you had was with
Ms. Wallace; true? To find out nore about it?
A Yes.

Q And that was before the Cctober 1st hearing.

Correct?

A As well as the others. Correct.

Q Yes. Ckay. Al right. M. -- let's take a
br eak.

M. MO ung, how much time can you afford ne
today still?

MR. MCCLUNG | can give you anot her
20 m nutes.

MR. GRANT: (Okay. Let's -- can we take a
five-m nute break, and then do the 20 m nutes?

MR, MCCLUNG  Yes.

MR. GRANT: Ckay. Let's do it.

MR. MCCLUNG  That woul d be great.

MR GRANT: O f the record.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: It is 2:17. W are off the
record.

(Break taken from2:17 p.m to 2:29 p.m)

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: The tinme is 2:29. W are
back on the record.
BY MR GRANT:

Q Al right. So what | want to do right nowis
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|"mgoing to cone back to sone of the things that we
wer e tal ki ng about.

But first I'mmarking as Exhibit 1 the
original Notice of Deposition of M guel Pulido.

|"mgoing to mark as Exhibit 2 the First
Amended Notice of Deposition of Mguel Pulido, which
was for the Decenber 9th, 2020 date, via renmpte Zoom
deposi tion.

And 1'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 3 the Notice
of Continuance of the Deposition of Mguel Pulido to
t oday, pursuant to the notice from-- and the Request
For Production that had been served for Decenber 9th.

And 1'mgoing to mark as Exhibit 4 the e-nail
exchange between M. MC ung and nysel f over the | ast
coupl e days regarding the deposition and the

docunent s.

(Docunents introduced into evidence and nmarked

as Exhibits 1, 2, 3 and 4.)

BY MR GRANT:

Q So M. Pulido, what I'"'mgoing to do nowis |I'm

going to show you, if you look at your iPad, this
Exhibit 2, which is the first Arended Notice of
Deposition?

And I'mgoing to turn you to the --

MR. MCCLUNG  Excuse ne. The network
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connection has gone down. It says "Your deposition
wi ||l resunme once connection is reestablished.”
BY MR GRANT:

Q Al right. Wll, let's do it this way. Let

me see if | can do it this way.

M. Pulido, did you see a list of requests
that we had nmade for docunments for you to search for
and produce at the deposition originally, when it was
noticed, and then as it's been continued to today?

Do you understand what |'m asking you? Have
you seen a list of |ike nine requests for production,

t hat we were asking?

A Yeah, but | don't believe | sawit until very
recently.

Q Ckay. And what's your best estimate as to
when you first saw the specific requests for docunents
that we had made of you to produce at any of the
sessions of deposition that we had noticed?

A Last week.

Q When did you first make any efforts, if any,
to attenpt to search for and | ocate docunents that were

responsive to any of the requests in the Deposition

Not i ce?
A Last week, | began searching.
Q When you first began searching, were you stil
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working at the City of Santa Ana?
A No. | believe it was right after, right after
the 8th, | want to say.

Q kay. And is that the |ast day you were at

the city?
A Yes.
Q At any point in time, have you reached out to

anyone at the city, and requested that they provide you
W th access or any responsive docunents from for

exanpl e, your city e-mail account?

A No.

Q Is there any reason why not?

A | believe they already had provided
ever yt hi ng.

Q Based on what ?
A Based on the City Attorney telling nme so.
Q Ckay. And --
MR MCCLUNG |I'mgoing to -- there is an
objection. | don't knowif | have the standing to make
it; but I don't want you to ask hi m questions about his

conversations with the city, the city attorney, or ne.

MR, GRANT: | understand. And | was just
trying to understand what his -- that understandi ng was
based on. | didn't try to elicit that testinony, so --

THE WTNESS: Could | just not answer the
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guestion, or what should I do?
BY MR GRANT:

Q It's fine. You' re supposed to answer the
guestion. It's just one of those things. Sonetines it
falls through the cracks, because | didn't ask for a
conmuni cati on

Aside froma communication with the City
Attorney, do you have any basis for your belief that
the city had searched for and produced to the
petitioners all responsive docunents that were
available to the city that woul d have been responsive
to these requests that we nade of you, aside from your
conversation wth the Cty Attorney?

A | believe the city clerk, Daisy Gonez. |
believe she told ne al so that she had conplied with al
requests, and | believe that included this one.

Q Ckay. And when did that conversation with the
clerk occur?

A | don't know. It was just a very short, in
passi ng, conversation.

Q Wthin the |ast couple weeks?

A Yes.

Q Okay. Was it before or after you left the
city?

A | think it was right before.
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Q Al'l right.

A Maybe around there.

Q Al right. Wen you started conducting your
search for docunents to produce at this deposition
until today, what if anything did you do to conduct
your search for docunents?

A " mjust going, |ooking around the house,
trying to find out, see if | have any docunents, if
there is any boxes or anything. |I'mtrying to go
t hrough e-nmail s.

I'mtrying to contact ny accountant, because
she woul d have certain docunents on sone of the things
you' ve requested. And also, potentially, the law firm
Smith Alvarado, or Alvarado Smth.

Q Is Ruben Smith the "Smth" in Al varado Smth?

A Yes.

Q And did you have any -- strike that.

Did you | ocate any docunents in your search,

that you thought m ght be responsive?

A Not yet.

Q kay. Have you conpl eted your search?

A No.

Q kay. You didn't -- it's a fair statenent

that you didn't produce any docunents today or

previously, in response to the requests?
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A O her than docunents that the city may have
pr oduced.

Q O her than what the city m ght have produced,
you haven't produced, and you haven't -- you don't know
specifically what has or has not been produced by the
city. Correct?

A Correct.

Q Now, can you tell ne what your estinmate is for
the total amount of hours or minutes that you' ve spent
in total in the search for responsive docunents, prior
to today's deposition? An hour? Less than with hour?
What woul d you say?

A Three hours, maybe.

Q Do you have any conputers that you utilize at
hone or anywhere el se, a conputer other than your smart
phone?

A | have an iPad, but it's the sane identical
system It's an iPhone and an i Pad. They're
connected, so it's the sane system

Q Ckay. So aside fromyour phone, your iPhone
and your i Pad, do you have any other electronic
devi ces, such as a conputer, a hard drive, cloud
account, anything where you m ght have any responsive
docunent s?

A No.
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Q Do you have a hone conputer?

A Not one that | use. | haven't used it in
ei ght years.

Q So all of your e-mails and text and phone
calls are mainly on your cell phone; and your text and
e-mails through naybe soneti nes your i Pad?

A My i Phone or ny iPad. They're integrated.

Q Al'l right. How long have they been
I nt egrat ed?

A Years. | don't know how many.

MR, GRANT: Al right. Counsel, I'mgoing to
just make a brief request that the data on the iPad,
since it's apparently linked, to be preserved in the
same nmanner as we're requesting for the phone. W can
talk about it later. |'mnaking that request. GCkay?

MR. MCCLUNG  So sti pul at ed.

MR. GRANT: Thank you.

Q Now, M. Pulido, is your wife fully aware
of whatever the nature of your relationshipis with

Ms. Wall ace, and what it's been over the | ast six,

seven years, since she left the enploynent of the city?

MR. MCCLUNG  (Objection; privacy.
BY MR GRANT:
Q Ckay. Your counsel has objected. He hasn't

i nstructed you not to answer.
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MR MCCLUNG |I'mgoing to instruct himnot to

answer regardi ng communi cati ons between husband and
wi fe.
BY MR GRANT:

Q Al'l right. | have been advised that your
wi fe is unhappy about the relationship between you and
Ms. Wallace, for whatever reason. |Is that a fair
statenent, that at sone point in tinme your wfe has
expressed unhappi ness with the relationship between you
and Ms. Wall ace?

A | believe that question is simlar to the

previ ous one, where | was instructed not to answer.

MR MCCLUNG |I'mnot objecting to that
guestion. That question just calls for a "yes" or "no"
answer .

THE W TNESS: Yes.

BY MR GRANT:

Q That she was -- and | just want to make sure
["mnot trying to -- | just want to nmake sure
under stand your "yes".

That she was unhappy with the rel ati onship,
what ever the nature of it is, between you and
Ms. Wallace, at sone point in tinme. Correct?

A Yes.
Q And is it -- I've also been advised that that
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di spl easure of your w fe regarding your relationship
with Ms. Wallace has gone on for a significant period
of time, and it was continued up until recently.

So, in other words, that for the last couple
of years, at least, and up until the last few nonths,
there has been this displeasure. 1Is that a fair
st at ement ?

MR. MCCLUNG  (Objection; invasion of privacy.

I nstruct the witness not to answer.

BY MR GRANT:

Q kay. Is it a fair statenent that, throughout
the period of tinme that the Judge all owed -- you know,
that period of tine from 2015 until 2019, Cctober 15th,
that there was this general unhappi ness about the
rel ati onshi p between you and Ms. Wl |l ace?

A Is that a simlar question?

MR. MCCLUNG  He just asked a general
guestion, for the whole tinme period, if there was a
di spl easure. Again, it's a "yes" or "no" question.

THE W TNESS:  Yes.

BY MR GRANT:

Q Did you say "yes"?

A Yes.
Q Ckay. Now -- all right. I'mgoing to junp
around, because | only have five mnutes. So I'll cone
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back to some of this stuff next tine.

But what | want to ask you -- you said
sonething early in the deposition, actually. You said
that there were -- you told ne about these two -- what
did you say -- two marijuana projects that you had been
a consultant on. R ght?

A Yes.

Q kay. And I'mtrying to find ny notes. One
of them you renenber the guy's nane, but you couldn't
remenber for sure the nane of the project.

And then the other one was Touchstone. R ght?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And you received a consultant fee for
the work you did for -- what was the other one, other
t han Touchstone cal | ed?

MR MCCLUNG  Tested.

THE W TNESS: Tested, Tim Wi ght.

BY MR GRANT:

Q Tested. Okay.

And did you receive a nonthly fee, or what
type of conpensation do you receive, as a consultant
fee?

A It depends on ny progress and ny perfornmance
on the project.

Q kay. And so are there like m|estones and
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nmeasurenents? And if you are successful, you get nore;
and if you' re unsuccessful, you get |ess or nothing?

A Yes.

Q And was that true for both Touchstone and the

ot her marijuana business; or just --

A Yes.

Q -- one or the other?
A Yes.

Q For bot h?

A Bot h.

Q Okay. What period of time have you been a
consul tant for Touchstone?

A | only did one project for them and |I'mno
| onger a consultant for them but | may be in the
future. And that period of tine would have been about
a year ago.

Q What was the period of tinme where you were a
consul tant for Touchstone? So when did it start and
when did it end, to the best of your recollection?

A I'd have to go back and |ook. | don't want to
gi ve you bad information.

Q Can you give me your best estimate? Was it
| ess than a year, nore than a year?

A More than a year. Mre than a year, but |

can't tell you nore specific than that.
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Q Okay. And how many di fferent paynments, in
connection wth your work as a consultant, did you
recei ve from Touchst one?

A One.

Q And what was the anmount of that paynent?

A $10, 000.

Q And was that after you had acconplished
what ever the objective of your assignnent was, or was
that at the beginning or the mddle or what?

A It was once we had made enough progress.

Q Progress of what?

A I ntroducing this gentleman to other people
that he could nake -- you know, conduct business wth.
Q Who is the gentleman you're referring to?

A Aaron Thomas.

Q And is he the -- what's his role at
Touchst one?

A | believe he's a CEO

Q And what was your assignnment in connection
wi th Touchstone, when they hired you as a consultant?

What were they trying to acconplish, if anything?

A They were getting into the cannabi s business.

And | knew sone manufacturers that | introduced them
to, so he could order equipnent and expedite his

processes. And it ended up working out.
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Q

A

How did you neet M. Thonas?

There was a friend of mne, naned

Frank Barbaro, who has since passed away, and he wanted

nme to meet M. Thomas. So he arranged for us to neet

in San Diego -- | don't know -- eight years ago, or

sonething |ike that.

Q

Al right. Have you been a friend of

M. Thomas's since you net himeight years ago, or did

you ever

A

buddi es.

Yeah. No, we've grown very close. W're

| may work with himin the future. W're

havi ng those di scussi ons now.

Q

Al'l right. You nmentioned you have a brot her

named Luis Pulido?

A

Q

Yes, | do.

And did you say that you assisted in getting

hima position on sone sort of board, at sonme point in

ti me?
A

Q

A

Q

Yes.
And what board?
The Orange County Fair Board.

kay. And did your brother also work for the

ad Adel anto busi ness, the Bushala affiliated marijuana

busi ness,

A

at sone point in tinme, in sone capacity?

Yes, he did.
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Q And did he also work for M. Thonas or
Touchstone, at sone point in tinme?

A Yes, he did.

Q And your brother currently works for
M. Thomas, or Touchstone. Correct?

A No, he does not.

Q Okay. Wien did he stop working there?

A Li ke a year ago, maybe.

Q Al'l right. And your brother received
conpensation fromthe Adel anto busi ness, correct, as
far as you're aware?

A Not the Bushal as, not Adel anto.

It was strictly through Touchstone. Strictly
t hrough t he operator

Q How | ong did your brother work for Touchstone,
as far as you're aware?

A About four nonths.

Q Has Ms. Wl | ace had any invol venent
what soever, as far as you're aware, w th Touchstone?

A No.

Q None what soever ?

A None what soever.

Q Has Ms. Wl |l ace had any involvenent with the
Adel anto marijuana enterprise, as far as you' re aware?

A Yes.
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Q And what was her invol venent ?

A It was in the earlier days, when they were
seeking entitlenents and |icenses.

Q Was Ms. Wallace -- as far as you're aware, did
Ms. Wall ace have an ownership interest of any kind in

the Adel anto enterprise or business?

A Yes. But it was not -- | think it was
Naranja. | don't recall the entity, but there was an
entity.

Q But it was through an entity, but she had sone

sort of beneficial ownership interest?

A Ri ght.

MR. MCCLUNG  Counsel, we're out of tine.
MR. GRANT: Can | ask one nore question?
MR. MCCLUNG  Yeah, absolutely.

BY MR GRANT:

Q Ckay. Wiat, if any, consideration did your
father give for this option that you had descri bed of
his interest in the Adel anto business?

A There was no consi deration, either way.

Q Then why was he given the option?

A Because the Bushal as wanted -- if this al
wor ked out, they wanted himto have that opportunity.

Q Was it sort of like a favor to you?

A | don't think it was a favor to ne. | think
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it was just the way the whole thing was structured.
Q Wl l, do you think they would have given your
father -- do you think they would have given that
i ndividual this option, if it wasn't for the fact that
he was your father?
A No. We worked on it together, as a team

MR, MCCLUNG Al right, counsel. | have to
cut you off there. Sorry.

MR. GRANT: Sure. Hey, that's okay. Thank
you, counsel.

| propose the stipulation that we'll treat
this as Volunme | of the deposition, that the court
reporter -- | know that they don't |ike stips, but | do
t hem anyway -- that the court reporter will be relieved
of her obligation to nmaintain the transcript, but none
of the other obligations. And instead she will send
the transcript to M. MO ung, who will nake it
available to M. Pulido to review and nmake any changes
on an errata sheet, to sign under penalty of perjury,
and to notify us.

We'll give M. Pulido 30 days from
M. MCung' s receipt of the Volune | to review and
make changes. And M. McClung will notify us wthin
seven days of any changes and provide us a copy of the

errata sheet and the signature page.
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If the -- we will ultimately maintain the
original and nake it available at trial or any other
proceedi ng, upon reasonabl e request.

And if, for any reason, the original is
unavail abl e, |l oss, stolen or otherw se unavailable, a
certified copy can be used, and will be deenmed a signed

corrected original for all purposes.

MR, MCCLUNG Well, | agree to that counsel.
MR. GRANT: Thank you.

M5. ROSSINI: So stipulated.

MR LEE: W're also okay, Real Parties.

MR. GRANT: All right. Thank you,

M. MCdung. Thank you, M. Pulido.

W' Il reschedule. This deposition is being
suspended. We'Ill reschedule it at a date, hopefully in
the not too distant future.

M. MCdung, | know you're busy, but if you
don't mnd, if you could give ne a call, so we could
try to work out some of these things.

THE COURT REPORTER: Can we go off the record?

MR. MCCLUNG Yes. Let's go off the record.

MR. GRANT: Yes, thank you. Of the record.

THE VI DEOCGRAPHER: O f the record.

THE COURT REPORTER. M. Lee, did you need a

copy of the transcript?
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MR. LEE: Yes, please.

M5. ROSSINI: 1'd like a copy as well, please.

(Wher eupon Exhibits 1 through 4 were marked
for identification by the Court Reporter, copies of
whi ch are attached hereto.)

(The proceedi ngs concluded at 2:49 p.m
Decl arati on under penalty of perjury on the follow ng

page hereof.)
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DECLARATI ON UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY

I, MGUEL PULI DO do hereby certify under

penalty of perjury that | have read the foregoing

transcript of my deposition, or the sane has been read

to nme; that | have made such changes and/ or

corrections, if any, on the Deposition Errata Sheet,
attached hereto, signed by nme; that ny testinony as
contai ned herein, as corrected, is true and correct.

Si gned on the day of ,

20 , at ,

Cal i forni a.

M GUEL PULI DO
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DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

SI GNATURE: DATE
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DEPCSI TI ON ERRATA SHEET

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:

Page No. Li ne No. Change to:
Reason for change:
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CERTI FI CATI ON
OF

CERTI FI ED SHORTHAND REPORTER

I, the undersigned, a Certified Shorthand

Reporter of the State of California, do hereby certify:

That the foregoing proceedi ngs were taken
before ne at the tinme and place herein set forth; that
any witnesses in the foregoing proceedings, prior to
testifying, were placed under oath; that a verbatim
record of the proceedi ngs was nmade by nme usi ng machi ne
short hand whi ch was thereafter transcribed under ny
direction; further, that the foregoing is an accurate
transcri ption thereof.

| further certify that I am neither counsel

for nor related to any party to said action, nor in any

way interested in the outcone thereof.
I N WTNESS WHERECF, | have this date
subscri bed ny

Nane:

Mar | ene Apodaca, CSR No. 6579

Dat ed: January 5, 2021.
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