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La Jolla businesses get

dressed up to celebrate

the season, B1
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La Jolla groups satisfied

with S.D. Redistricting

Commission’s final map

for new council district

boundaries, A3
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Having already received the green

light from the La Jolla Planned Distric
t

Ordinance Committee, a Village

streetscape improvement plan got

approval from La Jolla’s Development

Permit Review Committee and Traffic &

Transportation Board.

The DPR Committee voted

unanimously Dec. 14 to endorse the

proposal in concept and said it “looks

forward to reviewing any specific plans

that may come before us.” The next

day, the T&T Board voted 6-1 to

approve the plan. The Planned Distric
t

Ordinance Committee voted

unanimously Nov. 8 to support th
e first

phase.

The streetscape plan is a $15 million

project to renovate Girard Avenue

between Silverado and Prospect stre
ets 

La Jolla streetscape plan gets go-ahead

from permit review and traffic boards

A conceptual image shows what could be done at Wall Street and Girard Avenue as part of the streetscape

plan for La Jolla’s Village.

COURTESY OF ENHANCE LA JOLLA

BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

AND ELISABETH FRAUSTO

SEE STREETSCAPE PLAN, A23

Residential valet parking raises legality issues in La Jolla

SEE VALET PARKING, A23
Parking and stopping are prohibited on much of Hillside Drive in La Jolla.

ELISABETH FRAUSTO

Valet parking in residential neighborhoods

raised complaints and issu
es about its l

egality

during the La Jolla Traffic & Transportation

Board’s Dec. 15 meeting.

La Jolla resident Diane Kane said she lives off

Hillsid
e Drive in an area “that has the only viable

parking for a quarter-mile radius fro
m where I

live.”
Kane, who is president of the La Jolla

Community Planning Association, said there are

about 30 or 40 spots in
 the immediate area

around Torrey Pines Road and Hillsid
e and the

intersection of Hillsid
e and Soledad Avenue, with

no other legal parking on Hillsid
e until its

intersection with Via Siena.

Kane said a home near her on Hillsid
e has been

hosting parties, “referred to in the neighborhood

as ‘the disco’ … involved in raising donations for

charitable uses.”

The parties, Kane said, involve large numbers of

people “and tie up Hillsid
e for hours.”

She said the hosts u
se “a valet parking service

that … repositio
ns [guests’ c

ars] d
own in my

neighborhood or elsewhere on Hillsid
e.” 

A few weeks ago, she said, vehicles were parked

adjacent to the home with the party “in clearly

marked red zones, and they just had flashing

lights on them.”

“There was nothing legal about any of that

Fire-Rescue departments sh
ould be engaged

during the parties, sin
ce valet parking in the

neighborhood is breaking the law and liability

could be an issu
e for the city if emergency 

parking. The entire street was blocked,” Kane

added.

Nancy Manno, who also lives in the area, said

this “has been an ongoing problem for a number

of years,” though Hillsid
e Drive has several signs

indicating the shoulder is a
 fire lane and that

parking and stopping are not allowed.

Neither Kane nor Manno stated the address of

the home in question.

Manno said the San Diego Police and

BY ELISABETH FRAUSTO

SEE RELATED STORY:

� Traffic board approves request fo
r red curb

on La Jolla Boulevard near residential alley, A5
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KAREN HICKMAN
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Karen@SellsTheCoast.com
DRE #01015206

Karen Hickman The #1 choice to sell your home.
Your local expert in La Jolla for 30 years with worldwide exposure.

Spirits were high and joy
abounded in La Jolla
on Dec. 9, following

the unveiling of the
renovated Children’s Pool
Plaza. Eight years in the
making, the Plaza project
involved removing some
landscaping, replacing and
expanding the sidewalk to
improve pedestrian flow,
and adding sitting walls and
bike racks to the area
overlooking Children’s Pool
at 850 Coast Blvd.

The project has been run
under the auspices of La
Jolla Parks & Beaches
(LJP&B), and funded as a
private-public partnership.
The most recent estimate
put the project pricetag at
just under $700,000.

At the afternoon
celebration at the site, LJP&B
chair Ann Dynes told those
gathered: “This has been a
precious space in La Jolla
since 1931 (when the beach
was created by way of a

‘We Did It!’
‘New’ Children’s Pool Plaza unveiled

Children’s Pool Plaza supporters celebrate the unveiling, Dec. 9 along Coast Boulevard. ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

SEE PLAZA, A24

Retail Rocks of La Jolla

Merchants share biz tips for half-century legacies

PHOTOS BY COREY LEVITAN

They’ve powered through seven
recessions, competition from nearby
shopping malls and now, they’re

surviving the online shopping revolution.
When Harry’s Coffee Shop and Sigi’s

Boutique held their grand openings in La
Jolla, the Beatles were still together.

When Bowers Jewelers, Adelaide’s florist,
Meanley & Son Hardware and Rangoni
Shoes opened in La Jolla, the Beatles hadn’t
met yet.

When Warwick’s opened in La Jolla, the
Beatles weren’t even born.

What’s the secret to their business
longevity? We gathered wisdom from their
current owners and managers.

BY COREY LEVITAN

SEE RETAIL ROCKS, A22
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Solana Santa Fe
students design parks
with Playtopia. A8
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The Rancho Santa Fe Association honored Rancho Santa Fe Fire Chief Tony Michel on Dec.
6, as Michel has retired after 35 years of service to the community.

RSF Association Manager Christy Whalen and Board President Ken Markstein presented
Michel with a proclamation acknowledging their “deep appreciation” for his leadership and
the strong relationship between the district and the Association.

Retiring RSF Fire Chief Tony Michel received a proclamation at the Dec. 6 Association
meeting. Michel accepted the honor with RSF Patrol Chief Matt Wellhouser, new RSF
Fire Chief Fred Cox, RSF Association President Ken Markstein and Association Manager
Christy Whalen.

KAREN BILLING

Fire Chief Michel retires after
35 years in Rancho Santa Fe

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE FIRE CHIEF, A22

The Rancho Santa Fe Association voted 7-0 to deny the
Covenant modification for the Villas at Rancho Santa Fe,
a proposal to build a 35-home development off Del Dios
Highway near El Camino Del Norte, an increase in density
over the seven legally buildable lots on the 39-acre
property.

At the Dec. 6 meeting, the directors had no discussion
on the project, simply stating the Covenant Design
Review Committee’s September recommendation to deny
the Villas would stand. The RSF Association voted against a proposal that would increase density in Rancho

Santa Fe.

COURTESY

RSF Association
rejects Villas project

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE VILLAS, A21

The Rancho Santa Fe
Association is taking steps
toward strengthening its
bylaws regarding
high-density developments
in the Covenant, following a
request made by a petition
effort.

In October local residents
submitted a petition with
275 signatures asking that
any changes to zoning,
General Plan amendments,
annexation/de-annexation
or cluster housing efforts
within the Covenant
boundaries must receive the
approval of at least
two-thirds majority of all
Covenant members.

The board accepted the

petition and while there
were some inconsistencies
with the signatures, “They
made a strong case,” RSF
Association President Ken
Markstein said at the RSF
Association board’s Dec. 6
meeting.

The current process for a
Covenant modification to
increase housing density
requires two-thirds approval
from the adjacent property
owners within 500 feet of
the project—as well as
Covenant Design Review
Committee and Association
board approval.

Markstein said he would
be working with RSF
Association Vice President

RSF Association to
consider bylaw that

addresses high
density projects

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE BYLAW, A22

The principal of
La Jolla Elementary
School has been
selected as
superintendent of
the Rancho Santa
Fe School District.

Principal Donna

Tripi was selected from a
nationwide pool of 23 candidates
to lead the Rancho Santa Fe
district, which enrolled 639
students last year and consists of
one elementary school and one
middle school.

A salary has not yet been
announced for Tripi. The Rancho

Santa Fe school board will finalize
a contract for Tripi at its Dec. 13
meeting.

Rancho Santa Fe officials started
a search for a new superintendent
in July, the same month that their
former Superintendent David Jaffe
announced his resignation after
two years in the job. The district

did not announce a reason for his
departure.

Jaffe was paid a $190,000 salary
when he resigned, said Ernie
Anastos, one of two search
consultants the district hired for
$15,000 to find a new
superintendent. Tripi was paid

La Jolla Elementary principal is tapped to lead Rancho Santa Fe School District

Donna Tripi

BY KRISTEN TAKETA

SEE PRINCIPAL, A22
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Has a Solana Beach man
re-invented the broom?A7

Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA

SEE BLUFFS, A18
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Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA
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Has a Solana Beach man
re-invented the broom?A7

Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
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Lux artist in residence
plays with materials,
minds. A5

For the 61st year, Encinitas kicked off the holiday season Dec. 1 with a Holiday Parade and tree lighting
event. This year’s theme was Botanical Oasis and the event also honored Grand Marshall Julian Duval
(in photo above). See page A14 for more. Online: encinitasadvocate.com

MCKENZIE IMAGES

ENCINITAS HOLIDAY PARADE

When Candice Kumai spoke
recently at The Grauer School in
Encinitas, the event marked a
homecoming for the author, TV
personality, entrepreneur and chef.

Kumai spoke about her sixth and
latest book, "Kintsugi Wellness,"
which was published by Harper
Wave in April. Among the audience
was Kumai's mother and mentor,
Miho Gwiazdowski, who has
taught Japanese language and
culture at The Grauer School for
the past 19 years.

"She is my life's greatest
inspiration, in a landslide," said
Kumai, introducing her mother.

Kumai grew up in Carlsbad with
her Japanese-American mother,
Polish-American father and her
sister, Jenni, who owns and runs a
bicycle shop in London. Although
Kumai now lives in Brooklyn, New
York, she visits her hometown
when she can, and along with
spending time with her family,
indulges her lifelong passion for
surfing.

Kumai said her new book draws

upon her Japanese heritage - its
subtitle is "The Japanese Art of
Nourishing Mind, Body and Spirit"
- and is named for a specific art
form, kintsugi, which entails
taking broken pottery or fabric and
mending it using gold powder to
decorate the cracks or tears. The
end result, she said, is an object
that is considered more beautiful
than the original.

The Japanese art form is intended
to be a metaphor for our own lives,
she said, and our ability to piece

together broken parts, whether
they are physical or emotional.

"Golden repair celebrates our
imperfections. It teaches us that we
are more beautiful for our flaws,
our battle scars, our lessons
learned," Kumai wrote in the
introduction to her book, which
has four sections: Strengthen,
Nourish, Lifestyle and Heart.

Throughout the book, Kumai has
sprinkled Japanese concepts, such
as wabi sabi, which means finding

Author returns to local roots, promotes
new book on Japanese culture

BY JOE TASH

Author Candice Kumai speaking at The Grauer School. JOE TASH

SEE AUTHOR, A19

Forty-eight blue dots, 26 yellows.
That tally characterized opposition

among a vigorously vocal majority of
about 100 Cardiff-by-the-Sea
residents attending a meeting held by
Encinitas officials Tuesday, Dec. 4.

The session focused on proposed
alternative traffic revisions to two of
the community’s primary streets.

Though each is only about a
half-mile in length, Chesterfield and
Liverpool drives are fairly busy,
congested routes connecting the
southern Encinitas community’s
commercial district east of Highway
101 with densely populated
neighborhoods west of Interstate 5.

Those attending the meeting
organized by the city’s Traffic
Engineering Division at Encinitas
City Hall had the choice of sticking a
blue paper dot on their preferred
alternative among eight possibilities
— including one leaving the streets
untouched.

A yellow dot signified the
participants’ second favorite option.

The “no” alternative
overwhelmingly received the most
stickers.

“I don’t see that any of these things
are going to help,” said resident Dave
Fletcher of the proposed changes.
“There’s a lot of things in Cardiff that
are not up to code, so I really don’t
have an answer. So, what do you do?
Sometimes the best thing to do is
nothing.”

The next most popular option
consisted of restructuring the two
road segments to create two
10-foot-wide drive lanes in each
direction, while inserting a parking
lane and pedestrian strip on the
northern side of the street, plus
5-foot-wide landscaped areas on each
side.

That design would limit parking to
just one side of the street, but provide
for separated pedestrian access. Only
13 blues and 5 yellows supported that
option.

The most radical of the alternatives
would convert Liverpool to a
one-way street eastbound and
Chesterfield to one-way westbound,
emptying onto the coastal highway.
That would retain parking on both
sides of the streets. Seven blue dots
indicated support for that idea.

The city’s proposals stem from

Proposed
Cardiff street
revisions face

resistance
BY MICHAEL J. WILLIAMS

SEE STREETS, A19
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Has a Solana Beach man
re-invented the broom?A7

Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA

SEE BLUFFS, A18
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Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA
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Has a Solana Beach man
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Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
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train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
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The Rancho Santa Fe Association honored Rancho Santa Fe Fire Chief Tony Michel on Dec.
6, as Michel has retired after 35 years of service to the community.

RSF Association Manager Christy Whalen and Board President Ken Markstein presented
Michel with a proclamation acknowledging their “deep appreciation” for his leadership and
the strong relationship between the district and the Association.

Retiring RSF Fire Chief Tony Michel received a proclamation at the Dec. 6 Association
meeting. Michel accepted the honor with RSF Patrol Chief Matt Wellhouser, new RSF
Fire Chief Fred Cox, RSF Association President Ken Markstein and Association Manager
Christy Whalen.

KAREN BILLING

Fire Chief Michel retires after
35 years in Rancho Santa Fe

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE FIRE CHIEF, A22

The Rancho Santa Fe Association voted 7-0 to deny the
Covenant modification for the Villas at Rancho Santa Fe,
a proposal to build a 35-home development off Del Dios
Highway near El Camino Del Norte, an increase in density
over the seven legally buildable lots on the 39-acre
property.

At the Dec. 6 meeting, the directors had no discussion
on the project, simply stating the Covenant Design
Review Committee’s September recommendation to deny
the Villas would stand. The RSF Association voted against a proposal that would increase density in Rancho

Santa Fe.

COURTESY

RSF Association
rejects Villas project

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE VILLAS, A21

The Rancho Santa Fe
Association is taking steps
toward strengthening its
bylaws regarding
high-density developments
in the Covenant, following a
request made by a petition
effort.

In October local residents
submitted a petition with
275 signatures asking that
any changes to zoning,
General Plan amendments,
annexation/de-annexation
or cluster housing efforts
within the Covenant
boundaries must receive the
approval of at least
two-thirds majority of all
Covenant members.

The board accepted the

petition and while there
were some inconsistencies
with the signatures, “They
made a strong case,” RSF
Association President Ken
Markstein said at the RSF
Association board’s Dec. 6
meeting.

The current process for a
Covenant modification to
increase housing density
requires two-thirds approval
from the adjacent property
owners within 500 feet of
the project—as well as
Covenant Design Review
Committee and Association
board approval.

Markstein said he would
be working with RSF
Association Vice President

RSF Association to
consider bylaw that

addresses high
density projects

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE BYLAW, A22

The principal of
La Jolla Elementary
School has been
selected as
superintendent of
the Rancho Santa
Fe School District.

Principal Donna

Tripi was selected from a
nationwide pool of 23 candidates
to lead the Rancho Santa Fe
district, which enrolled 639
students last year and consists of
one elementary school and one
middle school.

A salary has not yet been
announced for Tripi. The Rancho

Santa Fe school board will finalize
a contract for Tripi at its Dec. 13
meeting.

Rancho Santa Fe officials started
a search for a new superintendent
in July, the same month that their
former Superintendent David Jaffe
announced his resignation after
two years in the job. The district

did not announce a reason for his
departure.

Jaffe was paid a $190,000 salary
when he resigned, said Ernie
Anastos, one of two search
consultants the district hired for
$15,000 to find a new
superintendent. Tripi was paid

La Jolla Elementary principal is tapped to lead Rancho Santa Fe School District

Donna Tripi

BY KRISTEN TAKETA

SEE PRINCIPAL, A22
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Spirits were high and joy
abounded in La Jolla
on Dec. 9, following

the unveiling of the
renovated Children’s Pool
Plaza. Eight years in the
making, the Plaza project
involved removing some
landscaping, replacing and
expanding the sidewalk to
improve pedestrian flow,
and adding sitting walls and
bike racks to the area
overlooking Children’s Pool
at 850 Coast Blvd.

The project has been run
under the auspices of La
Jolla Parks & Beaches
(LJP&B), and funded as a
private-public partnership.
The most recent estimate
put the project pricetag at
just under $700,000.

At the afternoon
celebration at the site, LJP&B
chair Ann Dynes told those
gathered: “This has been a
precious space in La Jolla
since 1931 (when the beach
was created by way of a

‘We Did It!’
‘New’ Children’s Pool Plaza unveiled

Children’s Pool Plaza supporters celebrate the unveiling, Dec. 9 along Coast Boulevard. ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

SEE PLAZA, A24

Retail Rocks of La Jolla

Merchants share biz tips for half-century legacies

PHOTOS BY COREY LEVITAN

They’ve powered through seven
recessions, competition from nearby
shopping malls and now, they’re

surviving the online shopping revolution.
When Harry’s Coffee Shop and Sigi’s

Boutique held their grand openings in La
Jolla, the Beatles were still together.

When Bowers Jewelers, Adelaide’s florist,
Meanley & Son Hardware and Rangoni
Shoes opened in La Jolla, the Beatles hadn’t
met yet.

When Warwick’s opened in La Jolla, the
Beatles weren’t even born.

What’s the secret to their business
longevity? We gathered wisdom from their
current owners and managers.

BY COREY LEVITAN

SEE RETAIL ROCKS, A22
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Tony Kranz maintains a large lead in
the four-way race for mayor of Encinitas
as of Monday, Nov. 14, according to the
Registrar of Voters. For City Council,
incumbent Joy Lyndes still holds a slim
lead and former Planning Commissioner
Bruce Ehlers is on top by a wide margin.

Kranz, who was first elected to the City
Council in 2012, has said he wants to
build on the city’s recent efforts on issues
such as housing, homelessness and crime.
The three other candidates in the mayoral
race — Cindy Cremona, Jeff Morris and
Michael Blobe — have said City Hall
needs a change in leadership to better
address those issues.

“We’ll certainly watch the vote counts
as the days go by, but I’m pretty confident
that the voters have selected me to be
their next mayor, and I’m humbled by
that and look forward to the work ahead,”

said Kranz.
Encinitas Mayor Catherine Blakespear,

who is running for state Senate District
38, did not seek re-election after serving
three two-year terms.

Lyndes was appointed to the council in
2021 to represent District 3, which covers
the southern portion of the city along the
coast. Jody Hubbard held the seat before
resigning in 2021, shortly before she died
from lung cancer.

Julie Thunder, the only challenger in
District 3, ran on a platform based on
fighting for more local control of issues
such as housing and development.

District 4 covers Olivenhain and most
of the eastern part of the city. Ehlers, who
was also running on increased local
control, was removed from the Planning
Commission last spring in a controversial
decision by the City Council. Incumbent 

Kranz, Lyndes and Ehlers maintain
early leads in mayor, council races
BY LUKE HAROLD

SEE COUNCIL RACE, A9

While the results are not yet official, the San Dieguito
Union School District is poised to have three new trustees
join the board next month following the results of the
November election.

In San Dieguito’s Area 1, which represents Encinitas,
Rimga Viskanta took a large lead over challenger David
Carattini. The new trustee will fill the seat vacated by
President Mo Muir.

Viskanta previously served on the Encinitas Union
School District board until 2020. She is a parent to an Oak
Crest Middle School seventh grader and two San Dieguito
Academy graduates. Currently she is the senior
management analyst for the City of Solana Beach.

In San Dieguito’s Trustee Area 3, Jane Lea Smith has
pulled ahead with a significant lead over Sheila King. The
new trustee will fill the seat left vacant by the resignation
of Melisse Mossy and represent the communities of Cardiff,
Encinitas, Solana Beach, Del Mar and Rancho Santa Fe.

Smith, a Del Mar resident, currently serves as vice
president of administration for the Canyon Crest Academy
Foundation. She is a former special education teacher and
school administrator.

In San Dieguito’s Area 5, a tight race unfolded between
Phan Anderson and the incumbent trustee Julie Bronstein,
with Anderson taking over the top spot. Area 5 represents
the communities of Pacific Highlands Ranch and Carmel
Valley.

Anderson, a parent and immigrant from Vietnam,
worked as a private-sector software engineer for 15 years.
She looks to unseat Bronstein, who was elected to the
board last year in a special election.

In the Encinitas Union School District, a crowded race of
six candidates vied for three seats and the three
incumbents Emily Andrade, Marla Strich and Raquel Pfeifer
carried the day.

Andrade, a former principal in the district for 17 years,
has been on the school board for the last 12 years, currently
serving as its president. Strich is a longtime board member,
having served the district for 24 years, since 1998.

Pfeifer, was appointed as a trustee in August, filling the
seat of trustee Gregg Sonken, who died in June. She is a
product of the Encinitas Union School, District and parent
to two children in the district.

For all results, go to sandiegouniontribune.com or
sdvote.com.

Incumbents lead in
Encinitas school
district race, Viskanta
has the edge in San
Dieguito’s Area 1
BY KAREN BILLING

The Encinitas Planning Commission
postponed the Thursday, Nov. 3 vote on
the massive Quail Meadows apartment
complex proposal after hearing that a
redesign is in the works

A representative for developer Baldwin
& Son told the commissioners that his
company is now making some design
changes in response to questions the
commissioners asked at last month’s
hearing and he asked if the Thursday,
Nov. 3 vote could be postponed until after
the revised plans are submitted to the city.

Commission Chair Kevin Doyle said he
had no problem postponing the vote to a
yet-to-be-determined date.

“You guys have been very responsive.
You’re on the right track,” he said.

The proposed development, which
commissioners have said is the biggest the

city has seen, would place 485 apartments
on a 12-acre site on Quail Gardens Drive,
just north of its intersection with
Encinitas Boulevard. For comparison,
Encinitas Apartments — a recently
approved project that has been intensely
opposed by its neighbors in Olivenhain —
is proposed to contain 250 units.

During the Planning Commission’s Oct.
20 meeting, commissioners said they had
many concerns with the proposed
development, particularly its plan to
segregate all of the project’s 72
low-income apartments into one
building, leaving the three other
structures with all of the market-rate
units. They said they found this troubling
and said the state’s Coastal Commission
would likely have issues with it, too.

— Barbara Henry is a freelance writer for
The San Diego Union-Tribune

Encinitas planners continue
hearing on Quail Meadows
project to ‘date uncertain’
BY BARBARA HENRY

Encinitas will cap the number of permits it
will issue to short-term vacation rental
properties, but the new cap will be high
enough that there’s still room for more of
them to open in town, the City Council
decided Wednesday, Nov. 9.

Under the new regulations, which will
require state Coastal Commission approval,
there will be both a citywide limit on the
number of permits issued and a special,
less-strict limit that applies to the popular
rental areas west of Interstate 5. Both
standards are percentage-based, meaning the
number of permits can increase as the number
of homes in Encinitas increases.

The citywide cap will be set at 2.5 percent of
the city’s total housing units, while the coastal
cap will be 4 percent. Using the new standard
and the current total number of homes in
Encinitas, the number of permits that could be
issued citywide would be 665, or 326 more
than the current figure, city records indicate.
For the coastal region, the total number would
be 386, or 109 more than what currently
exists.

Permits issued for the city’s gated Seabluffe
community, which was designed with
vacation rentals in mind, won’t be counted as
part of the coastal permit cap. Also, the new
permit limits will apply to whole-house rentals
— places where the owner doesn’t live on the
property, stressed Councilmember Joy Lyndes,
who along with Councilmember Tony Kranz,
served on a committee that helped draft the
new standards.

“Actually, we’re not capping all short-term
rentals, these are just the non-hosted (ones),”
she said, noting that the non-owner occupied
properties are the ones that the city hears
complaints about from neighbors.

Mayor Catherine Blakespear said she
supported placing limits on the number of
short-term rentals — places that are rented for
less than a month and typically a week or less
— because the city has a shortage of long-term
rental properties, particularly affordable units.

“To me, the caps are really critical” for
helping the city with its housing issue, she 

Encinitas to cap
number of short-
term vacation
rental permits

BY BARBARA HENRY

SEE SHORT-TERM RENTALS, A9

Council approves 4 percent
pay raise for city manager

On election day, Paul Ecke Central students
participated in the Kelly DaSilva Memorial
Kids Vote Day, exercising their rights to vote
not on candidates but on important school
issues. On a crowded ballot, kids voted on

new spirit wear items, new playground
equipment, the yearbook theme, a theme for
the jogathon, the outfit Principal Wes
Sechrest must wear to said jogathon and their
favorite winter/holiday 

Paul Ecke students 
cast their ballots on

Kelly DaSilva Memorial
Kids Vote Day

BY KAREN BILLING

Voting booths were set up in the Paul Ecke library for Kids Vote Day.

JODY VAKILI

Kids Vote Day organizer Jody
Vakili and daughter Seena.

SEE KIDS VOTE, A9

Sixth grader Luca Jones helps out a kindergarten voter.
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Local resident’s goal is
to ‘cure cancer in our
lifetime’. A8
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Dear Encinitas Advocate
reader,

Today’s Advocate is
BIGGER and better than
ever. 

The Los Angeles Times
has come to the
Advocate’s rescue. San
Diego’s sole offset printer
went out of business in
August, causing printing
chaos among local
publishers. Your Advocate
is now taller so that we
can run on the presses of
our parent company.

We’ve had to make this
change almost overnight,
so watch during the next
few weeks as we enrich
the design and bring you
even more news in our
expanded format.

As usual, you can also
look for us in your
mailboxes and on the
street every other Friday.

Phyllis Pfeiffer,
Publisher

To our
readers:

The Encinitas
Advocate is
going big

The 2022 Olivenhain Kids’ Cross Country Invitational was held Sept.
25 at Olivenhain Town Meeting Grounds. The 8th Olivenhain Cross
Country Invitational allows kids of all abilities -- first time runners

and experienced youth — to run in a fun “Kids Only” running event. The

USATF sanctioned “OCCI” welcomes kids of all ages, 4-13 to participate in
the popular cross-country running event. Visit NorthCountyKidsRun.com
for more information. (Above) 11-12 year old boys at the start of their run.
See more photos on page B2 and at encinitasadvocate.com.

ROBERT MCKENZIE

8th Olivenhain Cross
Country Invitational

An organization that distributes e-bikes to
low-income people can expand into Encinitas, the
City Council decided Wednesday, Sept. 28.

“I think this is a fantastic program,”
Councilmember Tony Kranz said before the vote.
“Mobility is one of the most important parts of
getting ahead in life.”

Councilmember Joy Lyndes said the nonprofit
running the program — Pedal Ahead — had a fine
reputation and the bike distribution program was

“a good fit” for Encinitas, while Councilmember
Joe Mosca said the soaring cost of gasoline will
make this very attractive to low-income people,
who are the hardest hit by the recent fuel price
increases.

Plans call for Pedal Ahead to distribute 15 to 25
e-bikes to “qualified” Encinitas residents — an
annual income of less than $49,000 is expected to
be part of the selection criteria. In addition to
providing the bikes and picking the successful
applicants, Pedal Ahead will offer safety trainings
and other services in Encinitas, a city staff report
states.

“Pedal Ahead’s mission is to create new lifestyles
through socially conscious transportation,” the
report states. “Pedal Ahead provides e-bikes to
enhance quality of life opportunities for
participants who would normally not have the
financial means nor exposure to alternative

transportation benefits.”
For its part, Encinitas will provide publicity

about the program and invite Pedal Ahead
representatives to city transportation meetings
and events, under the terms of the newly
approved memorandum. The council voted 3-0,
with Mayor Catherine Blakespear and
Councilmember Kellie Hinze absent, to approve
the memorandum.

There will be no cost to the city to participate,
the city staff report states.

Established by San Diego County Supervisor
Nathan Fletcher and the Rider Safety Visibility
organization in 2020, Pedal Ahead has distributed
hundred of e-bikes in San Diego County and it’s
about to expand to other parts of California. The
state’s Air Resources Board has recently selected
the organization to handle a statewide e-bike 

Encinitas endorses Pedal Ahead’s e-bike
program for low-income people

BY BARBARA HENRY

Council also decides to
apply for federal grant
for Verdi Avenue
railroad undercrossing

SEE PEDAL AHEAD, A10

It may become illegal to smoke
anywhere but on private property
in Encinitas under a proposal that’s
now undergoing city review.

Acting on the recommendation
of the city’s Environmental
Commission, the City Council
directed city staff to develop an
ordinance that would expand the
city’s current ban on smoking in
public places to include sidewalks
and roadways. The vote was 4-0,
with Councilmember Kellie Hinze
absent.

“First and foremost, this is about
public health” — people’s health
and that of the ocean,
Councilmember Joe Mosca said as
he listed his reasons for supporting
the proposal Wednesday, Sept. 21.

Mosca made his comments after
Environmental Commissioner Mark
O’Connor gave a slideshow
featuring photographs of discarded
cigarette butts on sidewalks, washed
into storm drains and sitting on the
beach. His presentation even
included a cigarette butt being fed

by a mother bird to her baby. He
told the council he had zero trouble
collecting evidence of cigarette
trash for his presentation and
warned them that once they start
looking for cigarette litter, they too
will see butts everywhere.

“It’s pretty easy. ... First storm
drain I looked at there was one
going right in … this is a pollution
that’s very easy for us to find,”
O’Connor said.

In fact, he said, it’s the number
one type of litter picked up at beach
cleanup events. Between January
2019 and March 2020, the Surfrider
Foundation collected 52,722
cigarette butts from San Diego
County beaches. On a 5-minute
walk from Cornish Drive to Swami’s
Beach, you can find more 250
discarded butts, O’Connor said.

Encinitas already bans smoking at
parks, beaches and trails. People
also are barred from smoking in or
within 20 feet of a restaurant’s
outdoor patio dinning area. Those
prohibitions have been in place
since 2014.

The new proposal would ban
smoking on sidewalks, roadways or
other public spaces. Once the staff
puts the proposed ordinance
together, it will need to come back
to the council for approval.

The Environmental Commission
recommended that the council
adopt an ordinance modeled on
one in Manhattan Beach, which
prohibits smoking of all tobacco
products in public spaces. It
exempts private residential
properties and moving vehicles.

Council members asked why
Manhattan Beach made an
exemption for people smoking in
cars.

“Maybe that shouldn’t be an
exemption,” Councilmember Joy
Lyndes said, mentioning that she
believes that a fair percentage of the
discarded cigarette butts found
along area roadways are tossed out
of vehicles.

City Attorney Tarquin Preziosi
told her that he would need to look

into whether there was a legal
reason for the exemption. If there
isn’t, then let’s not include it,
council members told him.

They also asked city staff to look
into how enforcement would be
handled, saying they wanted better
compliance than they’ve had with
the city’s ban on the use of
gas-powered leaf blowers. Mosca
said he wanted lots of education
and public noticing, “and very
slight penalties early on.”

Encinitas may extend no-smoking
ban to sidewalks and streets

BY BARBARA HENRY

Council directs
city staff to
explore creating
an ordinance that
would only allow
smoking on
private property

A medical technician at Pomerado Hospital takes a smoke break in
one of the designated smoking areas at the facility. PPH is preparing
to make all of its facilities smoke-free ones. Smoking is already
banned inside the district’s two hospitals. This month, the district
began talking to its employees about the best way to extend the
ban to them and prohibit even outdoor smoking on PPH sites.

DON BOOMER

For additional stories
and stories on breaking
news, council meetings
and more that occur
after this newspaper has
gone to press go to
encinitasadvocate.com.
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Solana Santa Fe
students design parks
with Playtopia. A8
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The Rancho Santa Fe Association honored Rancho Santa Fe Fire Chief Tony Michel on Dec.
6, as Michel has retired after 35 years of service to the community.

RSF Association Manager Christy Whalen and Board President Ken Markstein presented
Michel with a proclamation acknowledging their “deep appreciation” for his leadership and
the strong relationship between the district and the Association.

Retiring RSF Fire Chief Tony Michel received a proclamation at the Dec. 6 Association
meeting. Michel accepted the honor with RSF Patrol Chief Matt Wellhouser, new RSF
Fire Chief Fred Cox, RSF Association President Ken Markstein and Association Manager
Christy Whalen.

KAREN BILLING

Fire Chief Michel retires after
35 years in Rancho Santa Fe

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE FIRE CHIEF, A22

The Rancho Santa Fe Association voted 7-0 to deny the
Covenant modification for the Villas at Rancho Santa Fe,
a proposal to build a 35-home development off Del Dios
Highway near El Camino Del Norte, an increase in density
over the seven legally buildable lots on the 39-acre
property.

At the Dec. 6 meeting, the directors had no discussion
on the project, simply stating the Covenant Design
Review Committee’s September recommendation to deny
the Villas would stand. The RSF Association voted against a proposal that would increase density in Rancho

Santa Fe.

COURTESY

RSF Association
rejects Villas project

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE VILLAS, A21

The Rancho Santa Fe
Association is taking steps
toward strengthening its
bylaws regarding
high-density developments
in the Covenant, following a
request made by a petition
effort.

In October local residents
submitted a petition with
275 signatures asking that
any changes to zoning,
General Plan amendments,
annexation/de-annexation
or cluster housing efforts
within the Covenant
boundaries must receive the
approval of at least
two-thirds majority of all
Covenant members.

The board accepted the

petition and while there
were some inconsistencies
with the signatures, “They
made a strong case,” RSF
Association President Ken
Markstein said at the RSF
Association board’s Dec. 6
meeting.

The current process for a
Covenant modification to
increase housing density
requires two-thirds approval
from the adjacent property
owners within 500 feet of
the project—as well as
Covenant Design Review
Committee and Association
board approval.

Markstein said he would
be working with RSF
Association Vice President

RSF Association to
consider bylaw that

addresses high
density projects

BY KAREN BILLING

SEE BYLAW, A22

The principal of
La Jolla Elementary
School has been
selected as
superintendent of
the Rancho Santa
Fe School District.

Principal Donna

Tripi was selected from a
nationwide pool of 23 candidates
to lead the Rancho Santa Fe
district, which enrolled 639
students last year and consists of
one elementary school and one
middle school.

A salary has not yet been
announced for Tripi. The Rancho

Santa Fe school board will finalize
a contract for Tripi at its Dec. 13
meeting.

Rancho Santa Fe officials started
a search for a new superintendent
in July, the same month that their
former Superintendent David Jaffe
announced his resignation after
two years in the job. The district

did not announce a reason for his
departure.

Jaffe was paid a $190,000 salary
when he resigned, said Ernie
Anastos, one of two search
consultants the district hired for
$15,000 to find a new
superintendent. Tripi was paid

La Jolla Elementary principal is tapped to lead Rancho Santa Fe School District

Donna Tripi

BY KRISTEN TAKETA

SEE PRINCIPAL, A22
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Has a Solana Beach man
re-invented the broom?A7

Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA

SEE BLUFFS, A18
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Lux artist in residence
plays with materials,
minds. A5

For the 61st year, Encinitas kicked off the holiday season Dec. 1 with a Holiday Parade and tree lighting
event. This year’s theme was Botanical Oasis and the event also honored Grand Marshall Julian Duval
(in photo above). See page A14 for more. Online: encinitasadvocate.com

MCKENZIE IMAGES

ENCINITAS HOLIDAY PARADE

When Candice Kumai spoke
recently at The Grauer School in
Encinitas, the event marked a
homecoming for the author, TV
personality, entrepreneur and chef.

Kumai spoke about her sixth and
latest book, "Kintsugi Wellness,"
which was published by Harper
Wave in April. Among the audience
was Kumai's mother and mentor,
Miho Gwiazdowski, who has
taught Japanese language and
culture at The Grauer School for
the past 19 years.

"She is my life's greatest
inspiration, in a landslide," said
Kumai, introducing her mother.

Kumai grew up in Carlsbad with
her Japanese-American mother,
Polish-American father and her
sister, Jenni, who owns and runs a
bicycle shop in London. Although
Kumai now lives in Brooklyn, New
York, she visits her hometown
when she can, and along with
spending time with her family,
indulges her lifelong passion for
surfing.

Kumai said her new book draws

upon her Japanese heritage - its
subtitle is "The Japanese Art of
Nourishing Mind, Body and Spirit"
- and is named for a specific art
form, kintsugi, which entails
taking broken pottery or fabric and
mending it using gold powder to
decorate the cracks or tears. The
end result, she said, is an object
that is considered more beautiful
than the original.

The Japanese art form is intended
to be a metaphor for our own lives,
she said, and our ability to piece

together broken parts, whether
they are physical or emotional.

"Golden repair celebrates our
imperfections. It teaches us that we
are more beautiful for our flaws,
our battle scars, our lessons
learned," Kumai wrote in the
introduction to her book, which
has four sections: Strengthen,
Nourish, Lifestyle and Heart.

Throughout the book, Kumai has
sprinkled Japanese concepts, such
as wabi sabi, which means finding

Author returns to local roots, promotes
new book on Japanese culture

BY JOE TASH

Author Candice Kumai speaking at The Grauer School. JOE TASH

SEE AUTHOR, A19

Forty-eight blue dots, 26 yellows.
That tally characterized opposition

among a vigorously vocal majority of
about 100 Cardiff-by-the-Sea
residents attending a meeting held by
Encinitas officials Tuesday, Dec. 4.

The session focused on proposed
alternative traffic revisions to two of
the community’s primary streets.

Though each is only about a
half-mile in length, Chesterfield and
Liverpool drives are fairly busy,
congested routes connecting the
southern Encinitas community’s
commercial district east of Highway
101 with densely populated
neighborhoods west of Interstate 5.

Those attending the meeting
organized by the city’s Traffic
Engineering Division at Encinitas
City Hall had the choice of sticking a
blue paper dot on their preferred
alternative among eight possibilities
— including one leaving the streets
untouched.

A yellow dot signified the
participants’ second favorite option.

The “no” alternative
overwhelmingly received the most
stickers.

“I don’t see that any of these things
are going to help,” said resident Dave
Fletcher of the proposed changes.
“There’s a lot of things in Cardiff that
are not up to code, so I really don’t
have an answer. So, what do you do?
Sometimes the best thing to do is
nothing.”

The next most popular option
consisted of restructuring the two
road segments to create two
10-foot-wide drive lanes in each
direction, while inserting a parking
lane and pedestrian strip on the
northern side of the street, plus
5-foot-wide landscaped areas on each
side.

That design would limit parking to
just one side of the street, but provide
for separated pedestrian access. Only
13 blues and 5 yellows supported that
option.

The most radical of the alternatives
would convert Liverpool to a
one-way street eastbound and
Chesterfield to one-way westbound,
emptying onto the coastal highway.
That would retain parking on both
sides of the streets. Seven blue dots
indicated support for that idea.

The city’s proposals stem from

Proposed
Cardiff street
revisions face

resistance
BY MICHAEL J. WILLIAMS

SEE STREETS, A19
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Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA

SEE BLUFFS, A18
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Spirits were high and joy
abounded in La Jolla
on Dec. 9, following

the unveiling of the
renovated Children’s Pool
Plaza. Eight years in the
making, the Plaza project
involved removing some
landscaping, replacing and
expanding the sidewalk to
improve pedestrian flow,
and adding sitting walls and
bike racks to the area
overlooking Children’s Pool
at 850 Coast Blvd.

The project has been run
under the auspices of La
Jolla Parks & Beaches
(LJP&B), and funded as a
private-public partnership.
The most recent estimate
put the project pricetag at
just under $700,000.

At the afternoon
celebration at the site, LJP&B
chair Ann Dynes told those
gathered: “This has been a
precious space in La Jolla
since 1931 (when the beach
was created by way of a

‘We Did It!’
‘New’ Children’s Pool Plaza unveiled

Children’s Pool Plaza supporters celebrate the unveiling, Dec. 9 along Coast Boulevard. ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

BY ASHLEY MACKIN-SOLOMON

SEE PLAZA, A24

Retail Rocks of La Jolla

Merchants share biz tips for half-century legacies

PHOTOS BY COREY LEVITAN

They’ve powered through seven
recessions, competition from nearby
shopping malls and now, they’re

surviving the online shopping revolution.
When Harry’s Coffee Shop and Sigi’s

Boutique held their grand openings in La
Jolla, the Beatles were still together.

When Bowers Jewelers, Adelaide’s florist,
Meanley & Son Hardware and Rangoni
Shoes opened in La Jolla, the Beatles hadn’t
met yet.

When Warwick’s opened in La Jolla, the
Beatles weren’t even born.

What’s the secret to their business
longevity? We gathered wisdom from their
current owners and managers.

BY COREY LEVITAN

SEE RETAIL ROCKS, A22



Insert Rates
Carrier Delivered Rates

Carrier Delivered Guidelines
• Rates subject to change based on the actual size of the insert received
• $75 surcharge if insert drop is less than 10,000 pieces
• Must include entire ZIP code
• A spoilage quantity of 2% or 500 pieces is required for all  
advertising supplements

Specifications
Preprints not meeting minimum specifications may be subject to
additional handling charges.
• Minimum size is 5’’ by 7’’
• Maximum size: Two-sided piece unfolded is 10’’ by 10’’  
   (Additional charge for folding)
• Single sheet paper stock minimum is 70# bond offset (5) 100# coated (5)
   4-page tabloid (10” x 10”) may be on 30# stock minimum.  
   Sizes exceeding 10” x 10” size must be quarter folded

Deadlines
• Ordering deadline is 10 days prior to insertion date
• Delivery deadline is one week prior to insertion date

Folding Charges
• Single sheet up to 8 page tab $15.00 per thousand
• 12 pages and up $18.00 per thousand

Packing Instructions
• All publications and insertions dates should be packaged separately.
• The skid flag must indicate the publication and publication date.
• Preprints should be stacked (in turns of 200 or more) on standard  
   3-1/2- ft x 4-ft. skids.
• Each skid should weigh less than 2,000 lbs.
• Sections should be brick stacked (interlocking) and strapped  
   on all four sides.

Delivery Instructions
Los Angeles Times
2000 E 8th Street
Los Angeles, CA 90021
Attn: Omar Moreno
(213) 237-5656

Receiving Hours
7:00am-3:30pm Monday to Friday

Carmel Valley News
Ramona Sentinel
Poway News Chieftain
Rancho Bernardo/4S Ranch News Journal 

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018 WWW.POMERADONEWS.COM

An Edition of

13426 Community Road,
Suite C

Poway, CA 92064
(858) 748-2311

pomeradonews.com

RRaanncchhoo BBeerrnnaarrddoo//44SS RRaanncchh
NNeewwss JJoouurrnnaall

50 cents (includes tax) | Vol. 66, ISSUE 29

LUXURY NEWHOMES IN POWAY
MARK MARQUEZ | 619-933-0050

www.markmarquez.com
16710 Bernardo Center Dr, San Diego CA 92128 | DRE # 0123238616

Among those participating in the 13th annual Christmas tree and menorah lighting
ceremony sponsored by the Rancho Bernardo Business Association on Tuesday
night were Scott Lawn, RBBA President Debbie Kurth, Assemblyman Brian
Maienschein, Miss RB Michayla Shields, County Supervisor Kristin Gaspar, Miss Teen
RB Kaitlyn Kostyzak, Alex Lawn and Santa Claus. The display is viewable from
Bernardo Center Drive at the Webb Park entrance. See more photos on Page A18
and at PomeradoNews.com.

ELIZABETH MARIE HIMCHAK

LIGHTING UP THE HOLIDAYS

Three of the largest holiday events in Rancho Bernardo
will be occurring over the next few days.

On Saturday, around 1,500 children and adults are
anticipated to attend the fourth annual “Snow in the
Park” in Rancho Bernardo Community Park, according to
Eric McDonald, Rancho Bernardo-Glassman Recreation
Center director.

The free event will be held from noon to 4 p.m. in the
park at 18448 W. Bernardo Drive.

The highlight is the snow brought in to create a sled
run with five lanes. Attendees of all ages may use the
provided sleds or bring their own.

“There may be a snowball area if there is enough snow
available after the hill side is blown,” McDonald said.
“People should dress for snow and can bring a sled if they
wish.”

Other activities will include a bounce house, inflatable
obstacle course, arts and crafts activities and face
painting. Santa Claus will meet with children and there
will be photo opportunities with Santa or the Hanukkah
decorations.

In addition to free hot cocoa, there will be food

‘Snow in the Park’
returns Saturday,
‘Holiday Nights’
next week
BY ELIZABETH MARIE HIMCHAK

SEE HOLIDAY EVENTS, A11

Poway Unified School District students
performed well when tested in English
language arts and mathematics, according to
results recently posted as part of the “2018
California Dashboard.”

The report, in its second year, showed high
school seniors to be well-prepared to engage
in college-level work. It also showed 95.2
percent of seniors graduating this year,
putting the district in the “very high”
performance level.

Students in grade 3 to 8 and 11 took the
Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment
this past spring. The Dashboard report
provides districtwide and individual school
results in the following areas: English
language arts, mathematics, graduation rates
and college-career readiness (for high school
students) and suspension rates. The results,
presented as gauges, are color-coded: blue is
the highest rating, followed by green, then
yellow, orange, and red is the lowest.

District and individual school results can
be found at tinyurl.com/pusddashboard.

The district placed in the blue category for

English language arts, scoring 52.5 points
above the state standard. It also placed in the
blue category in mathematics with a score
35.4 points above the state standard.

In the college/career readiness category,
PUSD students also placed in the blue rating.

Poway Unified was reported to have a
suspension rate of 1.6 percent the student
body. However, because this is an increase in
the suspension rate from the previous year,
this placed PUSD at the yellow performance
level.

PUSD was reported to have a “medium”
chronic absenteeism rate, with 5.8 percent of
students being absent for 10 percent of the
year. However, in comparison to the
previous year, this rate increased by 1.4
percent, placing the district at the orange
performance level.

Dashboard results are further broken down
into how student groups, such as ethnic and
racial groups, English learners, foster youth
and students with special needs, to
determine how they are performing.

“While we are proud of our students’

PUSD students test well in English, math
BY STEVE DREYER

SEE TEST SCORES, A11

About 100 families, most with teenagers, remain in
need of adoption in the Poway Unified School District.

The PUSD Adopt-A-Family program “adopts” out
families in the district for the holiday season. While about
450 of this year’s families have been covered, the program
needs about $15,000 to cover the remaining 100 families,
program chair Dorinda Soucek said.

This year saw about 50 more families than usual, said
Soucek. Though she did not for certain know why, new
staff and teachers might have different criteria for
submission than those in years past, she said, which
could increase the participants in the program. The
program also saw a decrease in monetary donors, Soucek
added.

Friday is the last day to bring in gifts, said Soucek, and
gift cards can be dropped off until Wednesday, Dec. 19, to
make sure they can be delivered to families in time for
Christmas.

PUSD Adopt-A-Family
still seeking donations
BY EMILY SORENSEN

SEE ADOPT-A-FAMILY, A11
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The Christmas Belles sang holiday tunes under the Old Poway Park gazebo as part of
the city’s annual “Christmas in the Park” celebration Saturday afternoon and evening.
An estimated 15,000 people attended the event. For more photos, see Page B10 and
visit PomeradoNews.com.

MONTE UMSTED

HOLIDAY IN THE PARK
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Poway Unified School District students performed
well when tested in English language arts and
mathematics, according to results recently posted as
part of the “2018 California Dashboard.”

The report, in its second year, showed high school
seniors to be well-prepared to engage in college-level
work. It also showed 95.2 percent of seniors graduating
this year, putting the district in the “very high”
performance level.

Students in grade 3 to 8 and 11 took the Smarter
Balanced Summative Assessment this past spring. The
Dashboard report provides districtwide and individual
school results in the following areas: English language
arts, mathematics, graduation rates and college-career
readiness (for high school students) and suspension
rates. The results, presented as gauges, are color-coded:
blue is the highest rating, followed by green, then
yellow, orange, and red is the lowest.

District and individual school results can be found at
tinyurl.com/pusddashboard.

The district placed in the blue category for English
language arts, scoring 52.5 points above the state
standard. It also placed in the blue category in

PUSD students test
well in English, math
BY STEVE DREYER

SEE TEST SCORES, A11

About 100 families, most with
teenagers, remain in need of adoption
in the Poway Unified School District.

The PUSD Adopt-A-Family program
“adopts” out families in the district for
the holiday season. While about 450 of
this year’s families have been covered,
the program needs about $15,000 to
cover the remaining 100 families,
program chair Dorinda Soucek said.

This year saw about 50 more families
than usual, said Soucek. Though she did
not for certain know why, new staff and
teachers might have different criteria for
submission than those in years past, she
said, which could increase the
participants in the program. The
program also saw a decrease in
monetary donors, Soucek added.

Friday is the last day to bring in gifts,
said Soucek, and gift cards can be
dropped off until Wednesday, Dec. 19,
to make sure they can be delivered to

families in time for Christmas.
Monetary donations can be made

online year-round at
tinyurl.com/pusdadopt. When
prompted, denote funds to
Adopt-A-Family. Donations are
tax-deductible. Mail-in check donations
are also accepted. Make checks out to
PUSD Foundation and mail them to
PUSD Foundation, 13626 Twin Peaks
Road Poway, CA 92064. The tax ID
number is 54-2098945.

Families near or below the poverty
line are nominated to the program by
the 39 schools in the district. Families
are nominated from all over the district,
though areas with low-income housing
tend to see more families than other
areas, said Soucek.

The families are nominated by
teachers and staff from their schools,
who collect a wish list from the family
and submit the list with the family’s
information to the program.

PUSD Adopt-A-Family
still seeking donations
BY EMILY SORENSEN

The city is poised to spend $5,600 to acquire another 46 acres to
its growing inventory of open space acreage.

The City Council will be asked Tuesday night to approve
spending money for its Habitat In-Lieu Fee Fund to obtain the
property, which is in tax default with the county. The land is just
east of Community Road on the north-facing slope below the
Poway Business Park. It is adjacent to the 77 acres acquired last
week though a donation by Empire Communities, LLC. In that
transaction the city is taking $2,500 from the fund to cover escrow
fees. The fund is financed with contributions made by developers,
both locally and elsewhere, to mitigate projects that impact
existing open space.

“This council is committed to expanding Poway’s open space
holdings to preserve our country character and increase
recreational opportunities,” said Mayor Steve Vaus. “Poway has
more open space as a percentage of its land mass than any other
city in the county. And we’ll do everything in our power to
maintain that distinction.”

In August the city purchased 20 acres in the Rattlesnake Creek
canyon, requiring the use of $240,000 in funds.

“Recent acquisitions have been made in south Poway, north
Poway, and in the eastern reaches of the city,” Vaus said. “With a

Poway to increase
open space holdings
BY STEVE DREYER

SEE OPEN SPACE, A11
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Ramona’s Ukuladies will continue their free Christmas sing-alongs and strum-alongs in the Ramona
Library Community Room, 1275 Main St., at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 13, and at 2 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 16. Above,
nine members of the troupe present a string of holiday tunes at a sing-along during the Ramona Woman’s
Club meeting on Dec. 6. From left are: Karla Brustad, Nancy Taber, Barbara Soper, Carol Bazinet, Rita
Eastman, Linda Joop, Jeannie Mettler, Deborah Grover and Teri Schmidt. Brustad, the ensemble’s leader,
prefaced each song with its origin and a brief history. The enthusiastic musicians sang and played their
ukuleles – one member plays a guitar – and invited audience participation. The Ukuladies, who scheduled
six free shows this month, invite audience participation. They welcome others who play a ukulele to
strum along during the Sunday show.

MAUREEN ROBERTSON

UKULADIES SPREAD CHRISTMAS CHEER

Ramona resident Martin Wood
has watched the community and
employees of his company,
Delkin Devices, throw their
support behind annual Toys for
Tots drives with growing
enthusiasm since 2006.

“It’s turned into much more of
a community event and
company event than the first
one was,” said Wood, who spent
his 12th year running a toy
collection effort at Ramona
Airport on Dec. 8.

Held in conjunction with the
U.S. Marine Corps’ annual gift
distributions for underprivileged
children, the airport Toys for
Tots event is sponsored by
Delkin Devices, WakeWorld
online wakeboarding magazine
and Pacific Executive Aviation
fixed-base operator. In addition
to collecting toys at drop-off
locations such as the Ramona
Airport at 2916 Montecito Road,
the companies collaborate on
raising cash donations so
Marines can purchase gifts to fill
in the gaps as needed.

“It’s honest with the Marines,

Ramona resident Martin Wood
coordinates the collection of
toys and cash donations for
the U.S. Marine Corps’ annual
Toys for Tots drive.

JULIE GALLANT

Community Profile

Setback leads
to passion for
helping others
BY JULIE GALLANT

SEE HELPING, A8

Members of the Green family
intend to host miniature train
rides on their Ramona property to
celebrate holidays and birthdays
despite media revelations that
45-year-old Christopher Russell
Green living there is a registered
sex offender.

Christopher’s father, Russell
Green, confirmed he’ll offer train
rides from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dec.
22 and 23 to children and adults
on the M & R Orchard Railroad he
and Christopher built. The
miniature trains built to
one-eighth scale of full-size trains
loop around the Greens’ house at

1804 Keyes Road.
The San Diego Union-Tribune

reported that criminal court
records indicate Christopher
Green pleaded guilty in 2003 to
crimes including two felony
counts of lewd or lascivious acts
with a child under the age of 14.
He admitted to befriending the
child for the purpose of

Free train rides still scheduled,
despite sex offender reports

BY JULIE GALLANT “They don’t have to
come if they feel
uncomfortable.”

Russell Green

SEE RIDES, A9

During a Dec. 6 progress update meeting
on the Santa Maria Creek Greenway, San
Diego County Supervisor Dianne Jacob
said she was encouraged by news that10
property owners in the trail’s proposed
path are willing to offer easements for the
project.

“If we can get10 easements committed,
that’s a really good start,” Jacob said. “It’s
going to take a lot of patience and a lot of
work.”

Jacob was joined in leading the
greenway forum in the Ramona Library by
John Degenfelder, Ramona resident who is

Jacob commends
progress on

greenway easements
BY JULIE GALLANT

SEE GREENWAY, A2
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Has a Solana Beach man
re-invented the broom?A7

Runners and walkers once again gathered to participate in the popular 27th Annual Red Nose Run
5K fun run and walk Dec. 9 on the beaches of Del Mar. The family and dog- friendly event,
organized by the Low and Slow Running Club of Del Mar, benefits San Diego nonprofits Fresh

Start Surgical Gifts and the Semper Fi Fund. A post-race celebration featured appetizers from Poseidon.
(Above) The start of the fun run and walk. Visit therednoserun.com. See page B8 for more. Photos
online at delmartimes.net.

JON CLARK

27TH ANNUAL RED NOSE RUN

After five hours of public speakers and council
deliberation, a decision on a contested re-development
project and whether to certify its environmental impact
report has been tabled to a future meeting.

More than 40 speakers at the Dec. 5 Solana Beach City
Council meeting shared their opinions on the proposed
Solana Highlands project, which would demolish an existing
196-unit apartment complex to construct a new residential
community with 260 residential units — including 32 senior
affordable units — a clubhouse, 525 onsite parking spaces,
233 garages, landscaping, recreational amenities and an
open space area on 13.41 acres of land.

The project has been contested since 2015, when 15
neighbors submitted view claims against it. The city's View
Assessment Commission denied the project in 2015 due to
the potential impairment of private views.

Representatives for H.G. Fenton, the project's developer,
said in the last three years they have worked to modify
buildings to negotiate with the appellants, including
lowering building heights, removing buildings to open view

Council's Solana
Highlands discussion
to continue Dec. 17

SEE HIGHLANDS, A18

BY BRITTANY WOOLSEY

at a special board meeting on Dec. 6. “I’m
going to trust the experts and the student
projection models. My concerns have been
adequately answered and I believe staff
looked at it inside and out.”

The Sendero development is planned to
have a total of 112 homes and the first-built
homes are just selling now. The first students
are expected to arrive in the second quarter
of 2019 and slowly come in over the course
of the next three years. According to
Executive Director of Capital Programs
Caroline Brown, Sendero is expected to
generate between 56 and 67 students total.

The current capacity at Solana Ranch is
690 students, with four modular classrooms
on the school’s blacktop. Current enrollment
is 572 with 38 open seats in various grade
levels to accommodate new housing units
scheduled to come on line this school year.

Per conservative projections from Decision
Insite, with Sendero assigned to the school,
enrollment will remain under 600 for the

The Solana Beach School District board
decided not to change its decision to assign
some students from new Pacific Highlands
Ranch homes to Solana Ranch Elementary
School, based on revised projections of
incoming student numbers and available
capacity at the school.

In October, the board assigned new
students from the community of Sendero to
Solana Ranch; the communities of Terrazza,
Vista Del Mar and Carmel to Carmel Creek
and Solana Pacific; and students from Vista
Santa Fe to Solana Santa Fe in Rancho Santa
Fe. After the board made the assignments,
some parents requested that they reverse the
decision to send Sendero students to Solana
Ranch citing an already overcrowded
campus.

“I appreciate hearing from the community
because they had some of the same questions
that I also had and it gave me an opportunity
to follow up and research and visit the
school,” said SBSD Vice President Julie Union

New PHR community's students will
remain assigned to Solana Ranch

SEE STUDENTS, A16

BY KAREN BILLING

A bluff collapse in Del Mar on the
morning of Dec. 10 briefly shut down
train traffic and chewed into a section
of a popular but unsanctioned trail
near the railroad tracks.

Surfers saw the collapse about 8:45
a.m. and notified authorities, said Jon
Edelbrock, Del Mar’s director of
community services. No one was
hurt.

He said the site is in a somewhat
“precarious” area.

“There are definitely some fissures
(in the cliffs) up there, and all this
recent rainfall has really saturated
those bluffs,” Edelbrock said,
referring to a storm that began Dec. 6
and soaked much of San Diego
County.

Water gets into the fissures, he said,
and creates instability.

Section of
bluff near

train tracks
collapses in

Del Mar
BY TERI FIGUEROA

SEE BLUFFS, A18



Newspaper & Online

Method of submitting artwork and ads 
• E-mail, Drop Box or Google Drive 
 

When sending via e-mail please be specific with: 
• The size of your ad 
• Your business name 
• Name of your advertising representative 
• Issue and date of your ad placement 
 
When submitting artwork, please place all files in a single  
compressed folder with the business name & date of your ad placement.

Digital Art And Photo Submission 
• File format: PDF, JPEG or EPS 
• File size: Minimum 240-300 DPI at image size to be printed.
• CMYK 
Web images are generally unacceptable  (usually too small).
If you are submitting a file in Illustrator or InDesign please include all fonts and 
images used in the production of the file. 

When Submitting Complete Ads 
• Images should be readable on the Mac platform and applications 
   (InDesign, Illustrator or Photoshop) 
 
• File format: PDF, JPEG, EPS, InDesign Document, 
   Photoshop Document, Illustrator Document. 
 
Advertisers who submit ads in PDF, JPEG, EPS format are   
responsible for the way the ad prints. 

In-House Art Dept 
The art department can help you create an advertising campaign to reach your 
audience. We can also create ancillary marketing projects and take care of all 
your printing needs. With years of design experience, your ad campaign is in 
good hands with us.

ONLINE AD PRODUCTION SPECS 

Accepted File Format: GIF87, GIF89a, JPEG

Resolution: 72 dpi

Animation: GIF animation is permitted unless ad uses

excessive system resources. No blinking.

Click Url: Click URL must be included when creative is submitted.

Only one URL per ad.

Guidelines: All creative assets must be submitted for testing and approval 

at least 5 business days prior to the campaign start date. Ads may not be 

designed to blend in with the site or mimic editorial fonts or colors. Ads 

may not include fake form elements or other graphic symbols that represent 

non-existent functionality. No Flash ads or ads employing java script or other 

scripting languages are permitted. No pop-up or free-form ads.

Production Specs

1/1/23 V1

Double 
Cube

300 x 600

Cube
300 x 250

Banner 
728 x 90

1/2
VERTICAL 

4.92 x 
21.5

1/2 HORIZONTAL
10 x 10.75

FULL 10 x 21.5

1/4
VERTICAL 

4.92 x 
10.75

1/4 HORIZONTAL
10 x 5.375

1/8
4.92 x 
5.375

DOUBLE TRUCK 20.87 x 21.5



DOUBLE CUBE  300x600
 30 DAYS 3 MO. 6 MO. 12 MO.

La Jolla $615 $540 $480 $435

Encinitas $375 $295 $240 $200

Rancho Santa Fe $450 $400 $335 $290

North Coastal* $615 $540 $480 $435

Pacific Beach $375 $295 $240 $200

Point Loma/Ocean Beach $375 $295 $240 $200

Poway/Rancho Bernardo $615 $540 $480 $435

Ramona $374 $295 $240  $200 

Union Tribune Community Press 
Online Advertising Rates
lajollalight.com | delmartimes.net | ranchosantafereview.com | pbmonthly.net
pointloma-obmonthly.com | pomeradonews.com | ramonasentinel.com | encinitasadvocate.com

HOMEPAGE TAKEOVER 
 (Banner, Cube, Double Cube)                   7 Days

1 Site $1,100

2 Sites $1,700

3 Sites $2,200

4 Sites $2,600

5 Sites $2,900

6 Sites +  $3,100

Run of Site Units
All rates are per month except 7-day homepage takeovers. Ads must 

run consecutive months. In the event of cancellation of an agreement, 

advertiser will be rebilled at the monthly rate earned. Number of rotations 

per unit is based on total of all ads per site for specific ad size.

Homepage takeover will occupy a minimum of 3 ad positions on home 

page for 7 consecutive days.

BUY MORE & SAVE! 
2 websites  ................................ 5% off 
3 websites  ...............................10% off
4 websites  ...............................15% off 
5 websites  ...............................20% off
6 websites  ...............................25% off  
7 websites  ...............................30% off

Now offering a full suite of business solutions: 
SEO  •  SEM •  Social Media • Retargeting  
Email • Reputation Management  • Video 

Geofencing • Newsletters • Home Page Takeovers 

BANNER  728x90
 30 DAYS 3 MO. 6 MO. 12 MO.

La Jolla $450 $395 $345 $295

Encinitas $300 $275 $250 $200

Rancho Santa Fe $320 $265 $215 $160

North Coastal* $450 $395 $345 $295

Pacific Beach $450 $275 $250 $200

Point Loma/Ocean Beach $450 $275 $250 $200

Poway/Rancho Bernardo $450 $395 $345 $295

Ramona $450 $275 $250  $200 

CUBE  300x250
 30 DAYS 3 MO. 6 MO. 12 MO.

La Jolla $395 $350 $310 $280

Encinitas $225 $185 $150 $125

Rancho Santa Fe $285 $250 $210 $180

North Coastal* $395 $350 $310 $280

Pacific Beach $275 $225 $190 $175

Point Loma/Ocean Beach $275 $225 $190 $175

Poway/Rancho Bernardo $395 $350 $310 $280

Ramona $225 $185 $150  $125 
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*North Coastal: Carmel Valley News, Del Mar Times, Solana Beach Sun


