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TOP LEFT:
An American kestrel
perches briefly on a

dried stalk of mustard at
Fairview Park in Costa

Mesa on March 4.

TOP RIGHT:
A white-tailed kite

circles above the open
fields at the park.

CENTER: A coyote
catches a small rodent

in its mouth.

RIGHT:
The coyote leaps across
the grasses as it hunts

for more rodent snacks.

The hunt
goes on at
Fairview
Park

The hunt
goes on at
Fairview
Park

An attempt by Costa Mesa Po-
lice Department officers to
thwart a commercial robbery in-
volving a suspect armed with a
knife early Thursday resulted in
an officer-involved shooting —
the third such incident to be re-
ported by the department in 40
days.

A male suspect was reportedly
receiving medical treatment at
an undisclosed location Thurs-
day, according to a release issued
by the department hours after
the incident occurred.

Police say the man, whose
identity is not being released at
this time, entered a business on
the 2200 block of Fairview Road
sometime before 4:45 a.m. and
was allegedly assaulting a cashier
with a knife when officers arrived
on scene.

Exactly how many officers may
have discharged their weapons,
or how many shots were fired at
the suspect, was not being re-
ported by officials later Thursday
morning.

Both the victim and the sus-
pect were treated for their in-
juries by officers and members of
Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue and
then transported to nearby hos-
pitals, the release stated. The vic-
tim had sustained stab wounds
and was reported in stable condi-
tion. The suspect’s condition was
still unknown at the time the re-
lease was issued.

No other parties were involved,
and no officers were reported in-
jured during the incident. A knife
was recovered from the scene,
according to the release. The Or-
ange County district attorney’s
office is conducting an investiga-
tion of the matter.

This is the third officer-in-
volved shooting reported by the
Costa Mesa Police Department
since Jan. 31, when at least one
officer fired on a man who alleg-
edly brandished a knife and
charged at officers when they at-
tempted to interview him.

Man
shot by
Costa
Mesa
police
The attempt to thwart
a commercial robbery
results in department’s
third officer-involved
shooting in 40 days.

See Shooting, page A2

BY SARA CARDINE

A Huntington Beach man
crossing the street was killed by a
moving vehicle in Fountain Valley
late Tuesday night, authorities
said Thursday.

Fountain Valley police respond-
ed to the incident at the intersec-
tion of Brookhurst Street and Ellis
Avenue at 11:52 p.m., police said.

Timothy Durham, 37, of Hunt-
ington Beach was pronounced
dead at the scene. Police said that
Durham was crossing Ellis Ave-
nue when a white 2014 Jeep Com-
pass heading eastbound hit the
pedestrian. The driver of the vehi-
cle remained at the scene and co-
operated with police, they re-
ported.

Authorities said that drugs and
alcohol were not considered to
have factored into the traffic colli-
sion following a preliminary in-
vestigation. Police also said the
incident is still being investigated.

Pedestrian
killed while
crossing
the street
in F.V.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

BYANDREWTURNER
The Newport Beach City Council this week

got a preview of the projects that could come
through the pipeline when they set next fiscal
year’s budget.

During a study session held Tuesday, city
staff presented a short list of projects that
could be considered for 2021-22. Projects are
selected through a review of the facility fi-
nance plan, facility maintenance and man-
agement plan, pavement management plan,
water master plan and the sewer master plan.

Deputy public works director Jim Houlihan
said in his presentation that city staff is
proposing a capital improvement program
budget of $69.8 million. About $30.6 million
of that will involve new funding while
$39.2 million will be re-budgeted, although
that number is expected to drop in coming
months.

Some of the facility projects proposed for
the new funding is the Central Library lecture
hall, the junior lifeguards headquarters and
the rehabilitation of the Cliff Drive Park club-
house. Other infrastructure projects to be dis-
cussed include street rehabilitation and re-
pair.

Also up for deliberation is the Balboa
Peninsula summer trolley, which Houlihan
said would be discussed at the City Council’s
March 23 meeting.

About $5 million in funding is proposed to

come out of the general fund while the re-
maining $25.6 million will be allocated from
various other funds.

Additionally, five projects — streetlight re-
habilitation, median improvement of Balboa
Boulevard, pedestrian improvements for
Ocean Boulevard, landscaping enhance-
ments and improvements to the oceanfront
boardwalk — were brought before City Coun-
cil as part of the study session. Those are not
currently funded.

The general plan update will also need an-
other $400,000, which City Manager Grace
Leung said is primarily for consultant fees,

and a permanent supportive housing project
will require $1 million.

“As part of the COVID budgeting that we
did last year, we deferred projects. There are a
set of projects that, whether we found addi-
tional funding or the project got recalibrated ,
we were able to absorb it into the annual
$5-million budget we put for a baseline [capi-
tal improvement program],” Leung said.

About $21 million in capital improvement
projects were deferred last year as part of ef-
forts to balance the budget ahead of the un-

Newport reviewspotentialprojects for 2021-22
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Projects, page A3
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NEWPORT
BEACH
officials saw a
preview of the
capital
improvement
projects up for
consideration in
the upcoming
budget for the
2021-22 fiscal year.
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That suspect had been
the subject of a call made
to CMPD at 5:10 a.m. re-
garding an individual caus-
ing some kind of trouble
near a residence on the 600
block of Baker Street. The
shooting occurred nearby,
at a location on Enterprise
Street, police reported at
the time of the incident.

Another officer-involved
shooting took place Feb.
19, after officers on patrol
made contact with three
people parked in a vehicle
on the 1500 block of South
Coast Drive at around
10:30 a.m.

Officers removed two
passengers from the vehi-
cle and detained them.

While they attempted to
communicate with the
driver, he reportedly drove
in reverse and struck one
of the passengers outside
the vehicle.

The suspect failed to re-
spond to officers’ com-
mands for him to stop the
vehicle, resulting in the
shooting, police officials
reported in a release later
that day.

No officers were injured
during the incident, but
the suspect and passenger
who’d been hit were hospi-
talized. The driver was pro-
nounced dead at the hos-
pital, Costa Mesa police Lt.
Bryan Wadkins told the
Daily Pilot at the time of
the occurrence.

Continued from page A1
SHOOTING

sara.cardine@latimes.com
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Laguna Beach is moving for-
ward with its plans to have a
Fourth of July fireworks display
this year.

The item was brought to the
Laguna Beach City Council by
the city’s public works depart-
ment. The council authorized the
city manager to come to an
agreement with fireworks display
vendor Pyro Spectaculars by
Souza. An amount of up to
$35,000 has been set aside to
fund the fireworks show.

“We approved the fireworks
contingent upon all health con-
ditions allowing for them to go
forward,” Laguna Beach Mayor
Bob Whalen said via text. “Our
residents really enjoy these, and
we hope to be able to inject a bit
of fun into life after a rather dis-
mal year. We have a right to can-
cel the contract if conditions ar-
en’t right at the Fourth of July, but
let’s hope with more people be-
ing vaccinated that we can have
this fun event go forward safely.”

A staff report discussing the
fireworks said the show could
take place later in the summer, or
even in the fall, if necessary. The
city did not have the holiday fire-

works show last year.
“This is an evolving situation

with the pandemic and how
quickly we all recover from it, so
there’s not great clarity as to ex-
actly what the situation is going
to be in July,” City Manager John
Pietig said. “We want to plan to
celebrate things that are impor-
tant to all of us as Americans, but
we also need to have contin-
gency plans, given the uncer-
tainty of the environment that
we’re operating in.”

Mayor Pro Tem Sue Kempf in-
dicated that the loss of activities
due to the coronavirus has re-
sulted in the town receiving
many visitors for its beaches and
trails, which she suspected might
impact community enthusiasm
for big crowds. Nevertheless,
Kempf said the fireworks are a
community tradition.

“I think a lot of families look
forward to the fireworks every
year,” Kempf added.

Making plans to bring back the
Independence Day fireworks was
one of several considerations in
the agenda bill as Orange Coun-
ty’s coronavirus numbers have
continued to improve.

Following the issuance of up-
dated guidelines for youth and

adult sports by the California De-
partment of Public Health, the
council is directing staff to or-
ganize outdoor recreation classes
and youth camps for the spring
and summer that comply with
state and local health orders.
Among the expected offerings is
the Junior Lifeguards program.

Most indoor recreation classes
will remain suspended through
the summer or until Orange
County progresses to the latter
stages of reopening. The county
is currently in the most restric-
tive purple tier, although it is on
track to advance to the red tier. A
county in the yellow tier can hold
indoor fitness classes at half ca-
pacity.

The status of other city-spon-
sored events is less clear. City of-
ficials recommended that events
with large group gatherings be
canceled or postponed until such
a time that the state provides fur-
ther guidance on the matter.

City events that fall into that
category include the Patriots Day
Parade, which was called off by
organizers in October, as well as
the All-City Youth Track Meet,
the Brooks Street Surfing Classic
and beach volleyball tourna-
ments.

Laguna lays plans to bring back Fourth of July fireworks

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

BURSTS OF FIREWORKS light up over Monument Point at Heisler
Park during the annual Laguna Beach fireworks show on July 4, 2012.
There was no show last year due to the pandemic, but the City
Council has given its blessing to a fireworks display this year.

The city set aside $35,000 to fund the show. There
was no display last year because of the pandemic.
BYANDREWTURNER

Sign up for TimesOC
newsletter: Twice a week,
we bring you the latest on
Orange County from Or-
ange County, with the best
of all the journalism from
the Daily Pilot, the Los
Angeles Times and
TimesOC. The TimesOC
newsletter keeps you up to
date on the county’s div-
erse communities and
shifting political land-
scape, its coastlines and
environment and how it’s
grappling with issues from

immigration to education,
from housing to health-
care. Every Wednesday
and Friday, expect us to
deliver the news that mat-
ters most to your commu-
nity — from business to
entertainment to science
to food — and explore
what it means for you. We
also equip you for your
weekends in Orange
County, from its beaches
to the future of high school
sports. You can sign up at
latimes.com/oc-newsletter.
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*The value listed is per booking only at Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa and equals the total of the AAA Vacations® offer1 plus the $200 value of the resort coupons6. 1Valid on new bookings for
travel through December 31, 2021. Minimum 5-night stay at participating AAA Vacations® properties required. $100 activity voucher is nonrefundable, nontransferable, has no cash value and applies to the
following destinations: Hawai’i, Mexico, Central & South America, and select Caribbean destinations. Savings not reflected in rates shown and applies to the following destinations: USA (excluding Hawai’i) and
Canada – $50 savings; Australia, New Zealand, Europe, Asia, select Caribbean destinations (Anguilla, Barbados, Bermuda, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Curaçao, Grand Cayman, Grenada, Martinique, St. Barts,
St. Croix, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Martin and St. Maarten, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and Turks & Caicos), Tahiti (French Polynesia), Fiji and Cook Islands – $100 savings. 2Rate is per person, land only, based
on double occupancy, for check-in on June 1, 2021 in city view double room accommodations at Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel on O’ahu and includes government taxes. 3Rate is per person, land only, based on
double occupancy, for check-in on August 23, 2021 in ocean tower Aina view double room accommodations at The Westin Maui Resort & Spa on Maui and includes government taxes. 4Rate is per person,
land only, based on double occupancy, for check-in on June 1, 2021 in deluxe garden view room accommodations at Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa Unlimited-Luxury® in Riviera Maya and includes
government taxes. Environmental Sanitation Tax of $24.18 Pesos per room per night will be collected by the hotel at check-out. 5Kids 17 and younger stay free in same room as adults using existing bedding
at Aston Waikiki Beach Hotel and The Westin Maui Resort & Spa. Occupancy limits apply. 6Dreams Puerto Aventuras Resort & Spa $200 resort coupons restrictions apply as follows: Spa treatment coupons
are broken down into two coupons of $40 and one coupon of $20. Only one coupon can be redeemed per spa treatment. To use coupons for romantic dining, one $40 coupon and one $20 coupon may be
combined, resulting in a total discount of $60 off one romantic dining experience. When using coupons towardwine purchases, only couponsworth $10may be used and cannot be combined, therefore one
$10 coupon can be applied toward one bottle of wine. Resort coupons cannot be applied toward the following items: beauty salon services, spa product purchases, telephone charges, dolphin experiences,
gift shop purchases, boutique purchases, Internet service, marina services, medical services, dive shop, car rentals, and travel agency services. Resort coupons must be redeemed at the time of reservation/
service. They have no cash or commercial value, are not refundable & nontransferable. They are not applicable for tips, taxes, private functions and/or special events. Resort coupons are not cumulative &
cannot be combined with any other promotion or special offer including, but not limited to spa treatment discounts. They are only valid during the original stay & cannot be deducted upon check out. This
entire offer is based on availability and can be modified or closed out at any time. Not valid for group bookings.
AAA Travel Alert: Many travel destinations have implemented COVID-19-related restrictions. Before making travel plans, check to see if hotels, attractions, cruise lines, tour operators, restaurants and local
authorities have issued health and safety-related restrictions or entry requirements. The local tourism board is a good resource for updated information. Unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are
accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable
daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit,
payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to changewithout notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity-controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits
& savings which may vary based on departure date. Rates may be subject to increase after full payment for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees & supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other
restrictions may apply. Not responsible for errors or omissions. The Automobile Club of Southern California acts as an agent
for Pleasant Holidays®. CST 1016202-80. To learn how we collect and use your information, visit the privacy link at AAA.com.
©2020 Automobile Club of Southern California. All Rights Reserved.

AAA TRAVELS WITH YOU

CALL:
CLICK: AAA.com/PHSale
VISIT:

GET UP TO

ON PLEASANT HOLIDAYS®
AAA VACATIONS®

$$300300*IN VALUE
PER
BOOKING

BOOK BY APRIL 22, 2021BOOK BY APRIL 22, 2021

Tropical
Escapes

O’ahu, Hawai’i
5 nights from $4172 LAND ONLY

Maui, Hawai’i
5 nights from $1,1903

LAND ONLY

Riviera Maya, Mexico
5 nights from $5814 LAND ONLY

CHOOSE FROM DESTINATIONS LIKE:

Your Vacation May Include: Kids Stay Free5,
$200 Resort Coupons6, or All-Inclusive Meals!

XXX.XXX.XXXX

XXXXX Xxxxxx Xx
Xxxxxxxx XX, XXXXX

CALL: 866.624.3380
Call Today!

ACROSS
1 Slangy refusal
5 __ pie
10 Troubles
14 All __; listening
15 Embarrass
16 Flood survivor
17 Send a package
18 Make difficult
20 Nearest star
21 Reasonable
bedtime
22 Like a capitol's
roof
23 Old friend
25 Male animal
26 Imitation; fake
28 Joint
beneficiary
31 Boots out
32 Common
greeting
34 Do an outdoor
chore
36 __ out at; attack
verbally
37 Not
well-defined
38 __ on; goad
39 12/24, for one
40 Funeral hymn
41 Special talent
42 Put on a
pedestal
44 Swerve wildly
45 "Humpty
Dumpty __ a great
fall"
46 Worth &
Lauderdale
47 Distressed
50 Grand __;
batter's delight
51 Weep
54 Spouse finder
57 Citrus fruit
58 Vicinity
59 Fictitious name
60 Gung ho
61 Six months
from now: abbr.
62 Wash off
soapsuds
63 Plays the
ponies

DOWN
1 Scottish
monster's lake
2 "Magnum P.I."

setting
3 Beatrice &
Eugenie
4 Sixth sense, for
short
5 Actor Al
6 Costly black
wood
7 Showed up
8 Biting critter
9 Org. for Ducks &

Sharks
10 Form 1040 info
11 Rich soil
12 Tardy
13 Cast off
19 "The Gem State"
21 Assents silently
24 Biblical book
25 Film part
26 Bialystok
native

27 Shampoo
brand
28 Helpful hint
29 Awe-inspiring
30 Mailman's beat
32 Do damage to
33 __ McMuffin;
fast-food breakfast
35 Architect
Christopher
37 Competed
38 Put papers in
order
40 __ Valley, CA;
hottest U.S. spot
41 Old
MacDonald's place
43 Seuss' "__ in the
Hat"
44 Uncouth;
ill-mannered
46 Canine
problem
47 Thurman's
namesakes
48 Apple pie
recipe verb
49 Ladder rung
50 Outer layer
52 Forget to
include
53 Pieces of
furniture
55 Deface
56 Late ring king
57 Blood analysis
site

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

known potential impacts
of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

“Those were the top
deferred projects that we
knew we needed to move
forward on. Those are in
and proposed as new
projects, but this group
right here,” said Leung of
the five unfunded proj-
ects, “are projects that we
do feel should move for-
ward.

“Could they wait a little
bit? We could do that if we
needed to, but they are
kind of the next in line of
priority that we’d want to
move off of deferral and
we think with our sur-
pluses that we’ve had that
these would be good can-
didates to be funded with
those funds. We’re just
holding right now as we
continue to look at what
our budget picture looks
like to feel comfortable
enough with that,” she
said.

Councilman Will
O’Neill asked city staff to
move the streetlight reha-
bilitation project — about
$416,000 — back into the
capital improvement pro-
gram.

The council will be pro-
viding direction on which
projects should be funded
during their budget adop-
tion process in June.

About $14.9 million in
projects were completed
in the current fiscal year.
Some of those projects
tackled were median
landscaping for West
Coast Highway, parks im-
provement, street recon-
struction, a remodel of
the police station gun
range and replacement of
a water main in the area
near Newport Pier.

Another $28.4 million
still remains in significant
projects currently still
under construction, such
as a new fire station to re-
place the Lido Fire Station
No. 2 on 32nd Street,
which broke ground in
January.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Continued from page A1
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Southern California is
poised to reopen a wider
swath of its economy in a
matter of days. But as often
has been the case through-
out the COVID-19 pan-
demic the pace will be un-
even — with some coun-
ties moving forward more
quickly than others.

In the long run, that
probably won’t be a major
issue, particularly if newly
confirmed infections con-
tinue to fall and more Cali-
fornians are vaccinated.

But the near term could
see a patchwork where
three of the state’s large ur-
ban counties — Orange,
Los Angeles and San Ber-
nardino — are able to be-
gin a wider reopening be-
fore neighboring Ventura,
Riverside and San Diego
counties.

THE FIRST PHASE
According to state data

released Tuesday, Los An-
geles, Orange and San Ber-
nardino counties recorded
coronavirus case rates low
enough to position them to
escape the strictest, or pur-
ple, tier of California’s four-
tier reopening roadmap.

The timing of when they
can officially progress to
the less restrictive red cate-
gory, however, hinges on
how quickly providers give
vaccines to those living in
California’s most disadvan-
taged areas.

In a bid to address ineq-
uities in vaccine adminis-
tration, California is now
devoting 40% of its avail-
able supplies to residents
in targeted communities —
those in the lowest quartile
of a socioeconomic mea-
surement tool called the
California Healthy Places
index.

Once 2 million doses
have been dispensed in
those areas, the state will
relax the criteria for coun-

ties to move from the pur-
ple to the red tier.

As it stands now, coun-
ties must have an adjusted
rate at or below 7.0 new co-
ronavirus cases per day per
100,000 people to move
into the red tier. When the
state hits its 2-million dose
goal, counties with a case
rate of up to 10 new cases
per day per 100,000 people
would become eligible to
move forward.

California is about
73,000 doses short of 2 mil-
lion, according to the latest
available state data, mean-
ing that goal is already
within striking distance.

The state consistently re-
ceives more than 1 million
total vaccine doses per
week. And officials are
hopeful supplies will con-
tinue to gradually increase
as shipments of vaccines
manufactured by Pfizer-
BioNTech and Moderna in-
crease and the single-dose
Johnson & Johnson vaccine
arrives.

Under the existing re-
opening framework, Or-
ange, L.A. and San Bernar-
dino counties would not be

in position to advance
from the purple tier this
week. However, since all
three have logged adjusted
case rates of fewer than 10
new coronavirus cases per
day per 100,000 people for
the last two weeks, it ap-
pears they will be allowed
to progress to the less re-
strictive category soon af-
ter the state clears its vacci-
nation hurdle.

The latest state-released
average coronavirus case
rates, which are adjusted
based on the number of
tests performed in a par-
ticular county, were 5.2 in
L.A., 6.0 in Orange County
and 6.7 in San Bernardino.

NEXT STEPS
After the goal of 2-mil-

lion doses is reached in
low-income communities,
the California Department
of Public Health will move
quickly on county tier reas-
signments. They’ll “be an-
nounced the next day and
will then be effective the
day following that an-
nouncement,” the agency
said in an email Monday.

“Our understanding is

that, within 48 hours of the
state announcing the vac-
cine trigger has been met,
L.A. County, along with
other counties with quali-
fying case rates, would
move into the red tier,” L.A.
County Public Health Di-
rector Barbara Ferrer said
Tuesday.

So by the time the state
publishes its routine tier
report next Tuesday — the
day of the week tier assign-
ments have typically been
announced — the new, re-
laxed red-tier threshold
should already be in place,
enabling L.A., Orange, San
Bernardino and some
other counties to further
reopen their economies.

Riverside, San Diego,
Santa Barbara and Ventura
counties, however, would
need at least another week
to move into the red tier.
The latest state-tabulated
adjusted case rates were
8.3 for Riverside County,
8.8 for San Diego County,
9.7 for Santa Barbara
County and 9.1 for Ventura
County. Two consecutive
weeks of case rates below
10 are required to exit the

purple tier.

WHAT BEING IN
THE RED MEANS

Counties in the red tier
can allow indoor restau-
rant dining and movie the-
aters to reopen at 25% ca-
pacity or up to 100 people,
whichever is less. In-per-
son classes also would be
allowed to resume for stu-
dents in grades seven
through 12.

Indoor gyms and dance
and yoga studios can open
at 10% capacity. Museums,
zoos and aquariums can
open indoor activities at
25% capacity, and nones-
sential stores and libraries
can open at 50% capacity,
up from 25%.

State officials also an-
nounced last week that
amusement parks would
be eligible to reopen, with
restrictions, in red-tier
counties starting April 1 —
meaning long-closed at-
tractions such as Disney-
land, Universal Studios,
Knott’s Berry Farm and Six
Flags Magic Mountain in
Southern California could
be mere weeks away from
once again welcoming visi-
tors.

Capacity will be limited
to 15% for parks in coun-
ties that are in the red tier,
with the cap rising to 25%
once a county progresses
to orange, and 35% upon
reaching the most lenient
tier, yellow. Attendance will
be limited to in-state visi-
tors.

The state’s rules serve
only as a benchmark,
though. Counties have the
power to impose addi-
tional restrictions — mean-
ing it’s not a given that a re-
gion will immediately re-
open fully after it meets
state requirements.

Money and Lin are re-
porters for the Los Angeles
Times. Sisson writes for the
San Diego Union-Tribune.

Orange and L.A. counties will reopen faster
than Ventura, Riverside, San Diego counties

Christina House | Los Angeles Times

DISNEY CALIFORNIA ADVENTURE in Anaheim could be open again, with some
restrictions, within weeks, as confirmed coronavirus infections continue to fall.

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

BY LUKEMONEY,
RONG-GONG LIN II,
PAUL SISSON
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Molly Renner scored
four goals as the Laguna
Beach High School girls’
water polo team beat Co-
rona del Mar 19-8 on
Wednesday in a Surf
League home match.

Nicole Struss added
three goals for the Break-
ers (3-0, 3-0 in league).
Lela McCarroll, Charlotte
Riches and Emma
Lineback all scored twice,
and goalkeeper Lauren
Schneider made nine
saves.

Grace Myers paced Co-
rona del Mar (0-3, 0-3)
with five goals.

Laguna Beach plays at
JSerra on Friday at
6:15 p.m. in a nonleague
match, while CdM hosts
Riverside King on Friday
at 7 p.m.

Costa Mesa 8, JSerra 7:
Sophomore goalkeeper
Dharma Andreas made a
career-high 18 saves as the
Mustangs won their non-
league season opener
Wednesday at Estancia
High.

Freshman Addie Juelfs
led Costa Mesa with four
goals, while senior Hanna
Jackson scored twice.

Estancia 9, Pacifica 4:
The Eagles are now 2-1 af-
ter Wednesday’s non-
league victory at home.

BOYS’ WATER POLO
Laguna Beach 15, Co-

rona del Mar 8: William
Kelly scored seven goals
for the Breakers in
Wednesday’s Surf League
match at Laguna Beach
High.

Aidan McDennon and
Michael Pinto both scored
twice for Laguna Beach
(1-2 overall, 1-2 in league).

Dylan Hamm scored
five goals for Corona del

Mar (1-2, 0-2).
Costa Mesa 18, Servite

14: Anderson Todd scored
seven goals to pace the
Mustangs in Wednesday’s
nonleague season opener
on the road.

Gavin Fisher added five
goals, and goalkeeper
Connor Beneville made 14
saves.

Estancia 14, Pacifica 13:
The Eagles improved to
4-0 after winning Wednes-
day’s nonleague match.

BOYS’ TENNIS
Corona del Mar 10, Por-

tola 8: Logan Friedman,
Max Krykunenko and
Niels Hoffmann each won
two singles sets for the Sea
Kings in Wednesday’s
nonleague match at Co-
rona del Mar High.

Jack Cross and Scott
Thompson swept in dou-
bles for CdM (3-0).

BOYS’ CROSS-COUNTRY
Costa Mesa 19, Orange

40: Senior Jackson Wrubel
ran 18 minutes 10.2 sec-
onds to earn the individu-
al win, as the visiting Mus-
tangs had the top three
finishers in Wednesday’s
Orange Coast League dual
meet.

Senior Raymond Tran-
Nguyen (second 18:29.4)
and junior Edward Rodri-
guez (third, 18:34.3) were
next to finish for Costa
Mesa (2-2).

Estancia vs. Calvary
Chapel: Matthew Rad-
milovich paced the field
with a time of 15:55.2 for
visiting Calvary Chapel
Wednesday in an Orange
Coast League dual meet.

Andres Aguirre led Es-
tancia’s runners, placing
third with a time of
19:29.3. A team must have
five runners to produce a
team score. Estancia had
three boys run in the race.

GIRLS’ CROSS-COUNTRY
Costa Mesa 17, Orange

40: Senior Jaqueline Rod-
riguez ran 20:41.0 to win
the race and lead the visit-
ing Mustangs to victory in
Wednesday’s Orange
Coast League dual meet.

Angeles Alatorre (sec-
ond, 21:40.3), Daisy Car-
rillo (third, 21:59.9), Abigail
Constantino (24:06.0) and
Brianna Tapia (24:10.0)
formed the scoring quin-
tet for the Mustangs.

Costa Mesa (4-0) will
look to go undefeated in
league dual meets when it
hosts Estancia on
March 17.

Calvary Chapel 22, Es-
tancia 33: Hannah Rad-
milovich won the race in
20:29.7 to lead visiting Cal-
vary Chapel in Wednes-
day’s Orange Coast League
dual meet.

Calvary Chapel had the
top three finishers in the
contest, a group that also
included Cynthia Navarro
(21:30.1) and Anna Biggins
(21:50.5).

Maria Promotor
(22:29.5), Guadalupe Oli-
vares (22:32.9) and Valerie
Madrid (22:33.7) formed a
pack that claimed the
fourth through sixth posi-
tions for Estancia (1-2).

BOYS’ SOCCER
Edison 4, Westminster

0: Trenton Bellinger
scored two goals to lead
the visiting Chargers in
Wednesday’s nonleague
match.

Riley Holmes and Luke
Slavik each had a goal for
Edison (1-1).

Bennett Flory and
Michael Timmering had a
combined four saves be-
tween them to preserve
the shutout.

HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP

Laguna Beach High girls’
water polo tops CdM 19-8
BYMATT SZABO,
ANDREWTURNER

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @DailyPilotSport

For the first time in 25
years, Costa Mesa has just
one Little League organiza-
tion.

There will be no more
spirited Mayor’s Cup rivalry
games, which pitted Costa
Mesa American Little
League against Costa Mesa
National Little League, but
now there is unity.

Costa Mesa Little League
is ready to take the field for
2021, with practices start-
ing next week and an
Opening Day — minus the
traditional ceremony that
goes with it — scheduled
for April 10.

Costa Mesa American
and Costa Mesa National
have combined forces for
one unified league that fea-
tures 49 teams over seven
divisions. About 500
youngsters are registered
for the league, making it
the largest in District 62,
Costa Mesa Little League
President Brian Rottschafer
said.

“Before the 2020 season
started, there were some
questions about whether
this could happen,”
Rottschafer said. “Once the
season ended early, that’s
what we worked on over
the pandemic, among
other things. It had to be
approved by the Little
League in Williamsport,
Pennsylvania, and obvi-
ously by the district and the
region. They signed off on

it, and now we’ve got the
whole city all playing one
Little League, which is
pretty cool.”

Costa Mesa American
had been formed in 1996 as
an offshoot of Costa Mesa
National. Costa Mesa
American was head-
quartered at Costa Mesa
High School, while Costa
Mesa National used fields
at TeWinkle Middle School.

The league boundaries,
which were generally west
of Fairview Avenue for
Costa Mesa National and
east of Fairview for Costa
Mesa American, were seen
as equitable at the time.

In recent years, however,
the membership of each
league had been going in
opposite directions.

Rottschafer, who was

previously the Costa Mesa
American president, said
that league had been grow-
ing 10%-15% each year pre-
COVID-19. The Costa Mesa
National numbers had
been cut in half over
roughly the same period of
time, to about 215 players,
longtime CMNLL player
agent Stephanie Joyce said.

A Little League rule
change in 2014 let players
compete in either the
league where they lived or
the league where they at-
tended school. Since many
of the students on the
westside of Costa Mesa
went to school in Hunting-
ton Beach, they jumped
ship to Seaview Little
League, which is located in
Surf City.

Other students on the

westside, who attended
Davis Magnet School adja-
cent to Costa Mesa High,
switched to Costa Mesa
American.

For years, Joyce said,
Costa Mesa National had
made the best of its role as
the smallest league in Dis-
trict 62. But after the rule
change, Costa Mesa Na-
tional lost 40% of its regis-
trants.

“At that point, the league
shrank to drastic propor-
tions,” Joyce said. “From

2014 to the 2019 season, it
was scratch and claw to
keep the league alive and
active. There was a year
there where we only had
one Majors [Division]
team.”

Joyce, who is no longer
involved with the new
league, said she and
CMNLL President C.K.
Green went to District 62
President Mark Groh in
January 2020. They suc-
cessfully presented the
case that Costa Mesa would
be better off with one Little
League organization.

Just more than a year lat-
er, Costa Mesa Little
League is getting ready to
play ball. The united league
should help Costa Mesa
teams advance further in
the postseason Tourna-
ment of Champions and
District 62 All-Star Tourna-
ment.

“It was very easy to over-
hear when you would walk
around the TOC or All-Star
fields,” Joyce said. “People
would say, ‘That’s just
Costa Mesa.’ It was sad for
our kids. While maybe we
didn’t have a large pool of
really good players, we had
some truly excellent play-

ers. We just didn’t have
enough of them to make a
difference. It will be nice to
see that reversed. Kids can
be proud to be out there
and from Costa Mesa now.”

Rottschafer said the uni-
fied league is working with
local nonprofit Costa Mesa
United to renovate the
fields at TeWinkle. He add-
ed that those fields will be
called the National cam-
pus, while the former
CMALL fields will be called
the American campus, a tip
of the cap to the former
leagues.

Green is staying on as
Costa Mesa Little League
board member at-large.
He’s also coaching a Minor
B team this year.

He said combining Costa
Mesa American and Costa
Mesa National was always
something that was talked
about, sometimes in jokes
and sometimes just in
passing. But now, it’s a real-
ity.

“I think it’s great for kids
in the city of Costa Mesa
and great for baseball,”
Green said.

YOUTH BASEBALL

Unified Costa Mesa Little League set to play ball

Scott Smeltzer
Staff
Photographer

COSTAMESA
National Little
League’s Nico
Viramontes picks
a ball clean for an
out at first against
Costa Mesa
American Little
League’s Isaiah
Mamian during
the 2019 Mayor’s
Cup series. The
two leagues have
joined together to
form Costa Mesa
Little League.
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