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Elevating digestive
health in Orange County

B efore Viet Cuong took a seat on the
floor to listen to the Pacific Sym-
phony rehearsal on Wednesday

night, more than one reporter asked him
to recall his time working with the orches-
tra.

While his music has taken him many
places, a constant in his love for music has
been the relationships, Cuong said. That
was true when he was a clarinet player
and a percussionist attending high school
in Georgia.

Cuong, a Lake Forest resident, is now in
his third year as the composer-in-resi-
dence for the Pacific Symphony, which
calls the Renée and Henry Segerstrom
Concert Hall in Costa Mesa its home.

The time spent working with the or-
chestra has been “special,” said Cuong,
who added that he feels like he is “writing
for people.” That feeling of connectivity
and trust extends to his relationship with
Carl St.Clair, the longtime conductor of
the Pacific Symphony.

“I feel like I’m in a safe space,” Cuong
said of collaborating with St.Clair. “I know
that the music will be taken care of well.”

St.Clair, a Laguna Beach resident, is in
his final season as music director, a role

Composer hits another high note

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

VIET CUONG, composer-in-residence at the Pacific Symphony, stands in the Segerstrom Concert Hall in Costa Mesa on Wednesday. Cuong,
a Laguna Hills resident, saw a fifth piece of his performed by the symphony this weekend.

In his third year as composer-
in-residence with the Pacific
Symphony, Viet Cuong debuts
‘Marine Layer,’ his fifth piece
performed by the orchestra.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Composer, page A10

Equity has been a popular buzz
word in recent weeks, either as a
standalone word or the middle
letter in DEI.

The Orange County Grantmak-
ers, a nonprofit community of
philanthropists, had long planned
to release the 2025 Orange
County Equity Profile this week.

The fact that it feels more rele-
vant than ever doesn’t bother O.C.
Grantmakers executive director
Taryn Palumbo at all.

“Things are changing rapidly,
sometimes by the hour,” Palumbo
told attendees of a special release
event at the Cove, on the campus
of UC Irvine, on Thursday. “Did
we plan on releasing an equity re-
port this week when we decided
to pick this date a year ago? No,
we did not. But this report and its

timing, however you perceive it,
whatever your political affiliations
are and whatever your under-
standing is of equity, is an oppor-
tunity for us all to remember that
equity is not about the process.
Equity is about the outcomes

we’re trying to achieve for the
community.”

The event was titled “The Path
Ahead: OC’s Roadmap to Equity.”
Professor Manuel Pastor, the di-

New O.C. Equity Report reveals challenges, path forward

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

UC IRVINE professors Walter Nicholls and Carolina Valdivia join a panel
discussion moderated by Taryn Palumbo, left, during the 2025 Orange
County Equity Report special presentation at the Cove at UCI on Thursday.

DR.
MANUEL
PASTOR,
director of
the USC
Equity
Research
Institute,
speaks at
Thursday’s
event.

BYMATT SZABO

See Report, page A8
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The Knap family were visiting
relatives in Norway, half a world
away when the first alerts and
evacuation warnings related to
the Palisades fire buzzed their
phones on Tuesday, Jan. 7.
Hours later, even after friends
sent them videos of charred
piles of ashes and debris that
had once been a neighborhood
known as the Alphabet Streets,
they could hardly believe that
the place they had called home
for the past 11 years had disap-
peared overnight.

Julie Knap called the se-
quence of events “surreal.” Her
husband Ulrik Knap said he was
“just numb.” They lived three
blocks away from a fire station.

“We have been evacuated be-
fore,” Julie Knap said. “So we
went to bed thinking, even
though we’re getting a lot of text
messages, ‘They’re not going to

let the town burn. They’ll stop
this.’”

The couple wound up staying
with Julie Knap’s parents in

Newport Beach after landing in
California the weekend after the

N.B. jeweler restores pieces
that survived Palisades fire

Courtesy of Julie and Ulrik Knap

ULRIK KNAP holds an heirloom bracelet heavily damaged by the
Palisades fire, in which the family lost nearly everything else. Newport
Beach-based Jeweler George Bandar is restoring the found jewelry.

BY ERIC LICAS

See Jeweler, page A9
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The Chao Digestive Health
Institute delivers advanced
care for the region.

ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI

When Donald Trump first
won election as president,
Santa Ana responded in
2016 by declaring itself a
“sanctuary city” for un-
documented immigrants.

With Trump back in of-
fice and vowing to carry out
the “largest deportation op-
eration in American his-
tory,” Santa Ana remains
Orange County’s only such
city.

On Tuesday, Santa Ana
City Council debated what
to do next with a sanctuary
city law from 2017 already
on the books, rumors
spreading about Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforce-
ment actions and protests
swelling the streets.

Councilwoman Jessie
Lopez asked for a discus-
sion to consider directing
City Manager Alvaro Nuñez
to reconvene a Sanctuary
Policy Advisory Group
within a month.

“The question before us
is simple,” she said. “Will
this council uphold and im-
plement the law that is al-
ready in place?”

In her item report, Lopez
noted that the group hadn’t
met since 2020.

“I believe that technical
expertise can be added to
the group,” she said. “This
is one small way that we
can directly have a positive
impact on our community.”

Mayor Valerie Amezcua
took the opportunity to af-
firm her support of Santa
Ana as a sanctuary city, par-

ticularly because an Orange
County news site suggested
without evidence that she
may be collaborating with
ICE in violation of the city’s
sanctuary law.

“Do I support ICE com-
ing in here and conducting
raids in our community?
No, I do not,” Amezcua
said. “Am I working with
them? No, I am not, and I
never have.”

Regarding reconvening

the advisory group, she
asked Nuñez and City Atty.
Sonia Carvalho if it ever ex-
isted in an official capacity
in the first place.

“I could not find an ad-
visory group that had been
created,” Amezcua said.
“Can somebody please en-
lighten us? Was there an ad-
visory group?”

Nuñez noted that his of-
fice was still researching the
question but didn’t have

any policy reports to indi-
cate a formal advisory
group existed. Carvalho
also couldn’t provide an af-
firmative answer.

Lopez turned to conver-
sations she had with attor-
neys who were a part of the
process.

“Part of the reason why
staff can’t find anything is
because of all of the turn-
over in the city manager’s
office,” Lopez claimed.

Amezcua argued that the
immigrant backgrounds of
key city staff rendered an
advisory group no longer
necessary.

Santa Ana Police Chief
Robert Rodriguez was for-
merly undocumented.
Nuñez is the son of a bra-
cero worker. Newly ap-
pointed Assistant City Man-
ager Minh Thai is a Viet-
namese refugee.

“This administration

does not just advocate for
immigrant protections, we
embody them,” Amezcua
said.

Carvalho cautioned that
if council members created
a formal advisory group
that meets regularly to bol-
ster the city’s sanctuary law,
the state’s open meeting
laws would be applicable,
which could dissuade un-
documented immigrants
from working with it out of
fear.

Councilman Johnathan
Hernandez backed forming
the advisory group and hav-
ing it meet every 30 days.

“I want to ensure that we
are working across the table
and that we’re bringing ev-
ery single service provider
who is vested in protecting
immigrant families,
whether that be Resilience
OC, whether that be [the]
ACLU, Orange County Rap-
id Response Network, Vi-
etRise, the Harbor Institute
[for Immigrant and Econo-
mic Justice], the Public Law
Center,” he said. “We need
all hands on deck right
now.”

But Councilwoman Thai
Viet Phan aired questions
about outside groups com-
ing in.

“We also don’t know what
their policies are for ensur-
ing data collection confi-
dentiality,” she said. “They
might not have attorney-cli-
ent privilege with our city
attorney’s office.”

The hourlong delibera-
tion ended with Nuñez af-
firming to return to council
with an approach that en-
sures the sanctuary law is
fully complied with.

Santa Ana revisits sanctuary city advisory group

Gina Ferazzi | Los Angeles Times

DEMONSTRATORS BLOCK parts of Santa Ana Boulevard during a Feb. 3 protest of Trump’s immigration policies.

Council members
debate group’s
merits in face of
president’s talk of
mass deportation.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

Citing key differences be-
tween the two cities, San
Clemente City Council re-
fused to back Mayor Steve
Knoblock’s push to join
Huntington Beach’s lawsuit
over California’s “sanctuary
state” law.

With President Donald
Trump vowing mass depor-
tations, Huntington Beach
moved forward last month
with a lawsuit challenging
the California Values Act,
which limits cooperation
between local law enforce-
ment and federal immigra-
tion officials.

Huntington Beach al-
ready lost a legal fight over
the law in 2020 when the
4th District Court of Appeal
overturned a lower court’s
ruling in favor of the city.
The California Supreme
Court later declined to hear
the case.

A majority of San Clem-
ente council members did
not seem eager to back up
its fellow Orange County
beach town.

“We don’t want to be
Huntington Beach,” said
Councilman Mark Enmeier
to applause. “We … don’t
want to get involved in na-
tional politics.”

San Clemente, unlike
Huntington Beach, is not a
charter city. It also does not
have its own police force
and is, instead, patrolled by
the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department.

O.C. Sheriff Don Barnes
released a statement on
Jan. 27 clarifying his de-
partment’s role.

“The Orange County
Sheriff’s Department does
not enforce federal immi-

gration law,” he said. “It is
not part of our primary
mission, and we remain fo-
cused on violations of state
and local laws.”

In backing the push,
Knoblock falsely claimed
that 15 to 20 million immi-
grants entered the United
States without authoriza-
tion during the Biden Ad-
ministration.

An estimated 11.7 million
immigrants resided in the
U.S. without docu-
mentation as of July 2023,
according to the Center for
Migration Studies.

Knoblock, who previ-
ously tried to declare San

Clemente an abortion-free
“sanctuary for life” city, ar-
gued that local politics has
a role to play in federal im-
migration.

“Public safety is the
number one issue in this
community,” he said.
“We’ve had panga [boats]
showing up in Cypress
Shores in organized events.
This effort would simply
strengthen the president’s
effort to make this country
safer.”

But Knoblock did not
find support for the move,
even among fellow conser-
vative council members.

“This is a federal issue,”

Councilman Victor Cabral
said. “Part of what the ad-
ministration has decided
was to target violent crimi-
nal aliens. I think that’s ap-
propriate, but it’s not a job
for our city to get involved
with.”

Cabral also clarified that
he backed putting the issue
on the agenda during the
Jan. 14 council meeting
solely for discussion and to
have a staff report on it.

The debate ended on a
contentious note when
Knoblock railed against “a
mindset in Sacramento that
says we need to be a sanc-
tuary city” and claimed that

same mindset wanted to
protect children who
wanted to become “trans-
vestites.”

With an audience in an
uproar over the comments,
council members voted 4-1
to table the lawsuit discus-
sion without scheduling a
rehearing.

Knoblock was the sole
vote against it.

San Clemente City Coun-
cil also weighed another
immigration effort champi-
oned by the mayor during
the meeting.

According to a staff re-
port, panga boats boarded
by undocumented immi-

grants are landing on San
Clemente’s shorelines more
frequently. Knoblock
wanted to explore a role for
residents in monitoring the
coast for such vessels.

“I’m not suggesting that
the city become ICE or take
on a federal government’s
job,” he said. “What I’d like
to see is … cameras that the
public has access to that
they can watch and look
and if there’s a problem,
they have the right the right
number to call.”

U.S Border Patrol agents
arrested nine Mexican na-
tionals, including an unac-
companied minor, after a
boat docked at Dana Point
Harbor last month.

The mayor supported in-
frared cameras being
mounted at San Clemente
Pier and at coastal neigh-
borhood association build-
ings in support of the move.

But involving residents in
an immigration monitoring
effort, particularly at night-
time, made other council
members uneasy.

“I’m very much against
the idea of having our own
citizens who aren’t trained
… seeing something on the
monitor saying, ‘Oh, no, is
that a whale or a panga
boat?” Enmeier said. “We
need to have trained pro-
fessionals doing this.”

The council unanimously
supported putting the
number of Customs and
Border Protection on the
city’s website for residents
to call if they come across
an abandoned panga on
the beach or see one ap-
proaching.

San Clemente will also
contact CBP with an initial
inquiry about adding new
cameras but without any
direction on residents
monitoring them.

San Clemente declines to join nonsanctuary fight

Robert Gauthier | Los Angeles Times

SAN CLEMENTE City Council members shelved a proposal to join Huntington Beach’s legal fight against SB 54.

Council passes on
teaming up with
Huntington Beach
against California’s
‘sanctuary state’ law.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2
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At the forefront of
digestive health
The Chao Digestive Health Institute — the first of its kind in Orange County
to develop a fully integrated medical and surgical team — offers advanced
techniques delivered by nationally recognized, board-certified physicians who,
for decades, have propelled digestive health to new heights of innovation.

As part of one of the largest academic health systems in California, and the
only one in Orange County, we bring a multispecialty, comprehensive and
patient-focused approach to prevent, diagnose and treat the most complex
digestive disorders and cancers.

No other health system in the region combines scientific discovery and
clinical research to improve the lives of people living with digestive diseases.

To learn more, visit ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI

Colorectal surgeon Dr. Skandan Shanmugan and gastroenterologist Dr. John G. Lee

lead the UCI Health Chao Digestive Health Institute.
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All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are subject to change.

PRESENTING CONCERTS AT

PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY

(949) 553-2422
philharmonicsociety.org

SERIES SPONSOR
Jelinek Family Trust

FEB 11 AT 8PM
RENÉE & HENRY

SEGERSTROM CONCERT HALL

Let your soul dance to the rhythm of life! Celebrating more than 40 years,
Kodo returns to North America with One Earth Tour 2025: Warabe, a thrilling
performance that revisits the ensemble’s early repertoire—blending simple forms
of taiko expression that highlight its unique sound, resonance, and physicality.

As stupid
funny as he
is drop-dead
buff!”
– TheWrap

“

Enjoy a hilarious and heartfelt evening
that’s part cabaret and part stand-up
with the hunky star of The Gilded Age
and Company.

Claybourne
Elder

Fe
b
20
–2
2
•7
pm

BUYNOW

LEARNMORE

scfta.org

Segerstrom Center Presents

ACROSS
1 __-by-four
4 Charitable ad:
Abbr.
7 Beijing's country
9 Mustache parts
11 Jupiter or Mars
12 "Certainly!"
14 Incorrect
15 __ of a kind
17 Cut off, as a tree
branch
19 Puts at stake
20 Instagram
video feature
21 She-sheep
22 Star pitchers
23 Apple
computers
24 "Be silent"
instruction in
music
26 __ XING (road
sign)
27 Foot covering
28 End a dispute
29 Injured
30 __ for the
picking
31 Break out of jail
34 Glasses part
35 Day parts: Abbr.
38 Brief break
39 Easter meats
40 Cook in hot
water
41 Hospital
hookups: Abbr.
42 Horned zoo
animal
44 Jolt of power
45 Trig function:
Abbr.
46 Cake maker
47 Archer's
projectile
48 TV controller
50 Fourth-year
student
52 Planted, as
seed
53 Go in
54 Ancient
55 June honoree

DOWN

1 Expression of
gratitude
2 Chicken order
3 "That's __ I
haven't heard"
4 Instrument
display

5 Dodges
6 "__ you happy
now?"
7 Shut
8 Entice
9 Brings on staff
10 Make a choice
11 Retail cost

13 Wooden rod
14 Prepare
Christmas gifts
16 "What the __?"
18 Maravich of
basketball
23 Seconds
25 Snacked on
27 NFL
championship: 2
wds.
28 Moral
misdeeds
29 Owns
30 Guilty feeling
31 Huge in scope
32 Enjoy the taste
of
33 Uses swear
words
34 Country road
35 Scary genre
36 Strictness
37 Killed, as a
dragon
39 Walked in the
woods
40 Interred
43 Couldn't stand
44 __ Barbara,
California
49 Cow's call
51 Finale

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A10.

A potential change to
recreational fishing regula-
tions for the barred sand
bass has drawn the Dana
Point City Council’s atten-
tion.

On Tuesday, council
members unanimously
authorized City Manager
Mike Killebrew to send a
letter on its behalf to the
California Fish and Game
Commission outlining its
concerns.

“Barred sand bass is a
sought-after species for
many anglers and fishing
charter operators, who
rely on this fish as a pri-
mary target during peak
fishing seasons,” the letter
signed by Mayor Matthew
Pagano read. “A reduction
in bag limits and potential
restrictions could impact
the livelihoods of local
businesses and may dis-
courage recreational fish-
ing participation in our
waters.”

The letter invited the
California Department of
Fish and Wildlife to main-
tain open lines of commu-
nication with the city’s
stakeholders, including
anglers fishing from “piers,
breakwaters, kayaks, small
boats, and commercial
passenger boats.”

It also called for en-
hanced scientific data to
better understand barred
sand bass population dy-
namics.

Regulations on barred
sand bass are intended to
protect fish populations
while allowing for year-
round fishing access.

Current Department of
Fish and Wildlife regula-
tions for Southern Califor-
nia allow anglers a “bag
limit” of up to five bass of
any combination of
species caught per day,
with a minimum size limit
of 14 inches.

Those regulations have
been in place since 2013

when the department cut
the bag limit in half from
10 per day. The agency
also increased the size
limit by 2 inches.

The changes were made
out of concern for kelp
bass and barred sand bass
stocks.

More recently, the de-
partment had been sup-
portive of cutting the bass
bag limit down by one fish
per day with a three-year
sunset.

But a Jan. 7 notice from
Fish and Game Commis-
sion Executive Director
Melissa Miller-Henson
noted that estimates in
Southern California show
a “severely depressed”
barred sand bass popula-
tion.

After consulting with
various stakeholders and
receiving guidance from
the commission’s Marine
Resources Committee, the
department is now asking
that a broader set of op-
tions be considered.

The commission is set
to discuss making bag lim-
it changes specific to the
barred sand bass, instead
of having it lumped in
with a combination of
other bass species.

In addition, commis-
sioners may assign differ-
ent bag limits between

zero and five per day be-
tween June 1 and Aug. 23,
which is spawning season,
and between one and five
per day for the rest of the
year.

The proposed changes,
which will be discussed
during hearings later this
month and in April, are in-
tended to reduce the
number of barred sand
bass fished, especially dur-
ing spawning months
when they are most vul-
nerable, according to the
notice.

Donna Kalez, owner of
Dana Wharf Sportfishing
and Whale Watching,
called on Dana Point city
officials to send a letter to
the commission in light of
the proposed changes.

“Sand bass is 100% rec-
reational fishing for our
seniors, our children,”
Kalez told council mem-
bers. “This will impact us.
If it’s a closure, it’s really
going to impact us.”

Dana Point City Council
gave Killebrew the go-
ahead to send the letter
with little deliberation,
save for Councilman Mike
Frost calling the move a
“no brainer.”

Dana Point airs concerns
on potential fishing limits

Gina Ferazzi | Los Angeles Times

PEOPLE DROP their fishing lines into the water from a
small pier outside the Ocean Institute in Dana Point.

BY GABRIEL
SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2
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The best care.
Right in your
community.

Learn more at
ucihealth.org/welcome

To live your best, healthiest life, you need a health
system that you can count on. That’s why four community
hospitals you know and trust are now part of UCI Health —
one of California’s largest academic health systems.

UCI Health — Fountain Valley
UCI Health — Lakewood
UCI Health — Los Alamitos
UCI Health — Placentia Linda

Each will promise to deliver the
most advanced care you and
your family deserve.
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949.553.2422
PHILHARMONICSOCIETY.ORG
All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are
subject to change.

PRESENTING AT

THU, JAN 18 AT 8PM
ANNE AKIKO MEYERS

FRI, JAN 19 AT 8PM
ISATA KANNEH-MASON

SAT, JAN 20 AT 5PM
ORANGE COUNTY YOUTH

SYMPHONY

PRESENTED BY THE PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY & LAGUNA BEACH LIVE!

LAGUNA BEACH, CA

F E B
10-16
2 0 2 5

23rd ANNUAL

LAGUNA LIVE!PRESENTED BY

(949) 553-2422 | lagunabeachmusicfestival.com

Individual concert tickets start at $41
Purchase a 3-Day Festival Pass

for as little as $123

CONCERTS AT LAGUNA PLAYHOUSE

FEB
14

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Salastina
Pacific Chorale
Robert Istad Artistic Director, Pacific Chorale
Ted Botsdorf double bass
Jake Tribus dancer, Laguna Dance

The opening night concert features a
captivating performance by Pulitzer
Prize-winning composer Caroline Shaw,
joined by musical friends. Shaw will showcase
her genre-blending works, from lush choral
pieces to innovative chamber music.

FRIDAY @ 8PM
OPENING NIGHT:
SHAW & FRIENDS

FEB
15

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Sō Percussion
Ringdown
Mark DeChiazza staging/design

The evening-length performance is a
band-generated theatrical experience!
The musicians gradually place lights and
reveal novel instruments as the show builds
from a lone spotlight on Shaw singing “I’ll
Fly Away” to the ecstatic full ensemble
performing thrilling up-tempo songs like
“Sing On” and “To the Sky,” as films by Sō
Percussion member Jason Treuting splash
across canvases throughout the stage. This
production melds DIY design with dazzling
original songs, to sensational effect.

SATURDAY @ 8PM
SHAW & SŌ PERCUSSION

FEB
16

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Gabriel Kahane singer-songwriter

After more than a decade of musical
friendship, composer-performers Caroline
Shaw and Gabriel Kahane come together
for their first large-scale collaboration, a
deeply immersive and thought-provoking
performance inspired by the literary genius
of Jorge Luis Borges.

SUNDAY @ 3PM
CAROLINE SHAW &
GABRIEL KAHANE

FESTIVAL ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
CAROLINE SHAW

WITH
Gabriel Kahane
Sō Percussion

Salastina
Pacific Chorale

Jake Tribus
and more!

2025 GRAMMY WINNERS
Caroline Shaw & Sō Percussion
Best Chamber Music | Small Ensemble Performance

MARCH 19 - 23
NEWPORT BEACH
COUNTRY CLUB

PRESENTING PARTNERS

hoagclassic.com

MARCH

ALL TICKETS AND EVENTS ON SALE NOW

“I t makes me mad
when people say
‘literally’ when

they mean ‘figuratively’ as
it does sound stupid and
confusing,” a poster on
Quora wrote recently. “Is this
normal?”

In the replies, the top answer is
from a self-identified bot called
Assistant: “Yes, it’s completely

normal to feel frustrated
when people misuse
words, especially a word
like ‘literally,’ which has a
specific meaning. Lan-

guage evolves over time,
and the way people use words

can change, leading to confusion
or irritation for those who value
precise language. Many people
share your sentiment about the

misuse of ‘literally,’ as it can
dilute its meaning and create
ambiguity. Your feelings are valid,
and it’s common for individuals
to have strong reactions to lan-
guage use, particularly in a world
where communication is so im-
portant.”

There’s something deeply un-
nerving about a bot validating a
person’s feelings in the same tone

a human therapist would use to
talk to a trauma survivor. Adding
insult to injury: Assistant got its
facts wrong. Even the original
poster is a little off, not just for
casting this as an “am I normal”
issue but by saying people use
“literally” to mean “figuratively.”

In case you’re not familiar with
the poster’s complaint, consider a
sentence like: “I was so hungry I

literally inhaled that pizza.” If, as
the poster believes, “literally”
means only “in the exact sense of
the words,” the speaker would be
dead from cheese and crust clog-
ging their lungs. Not the worst
way to go, I suppose.

In its answer, the bot says
“literally” has a specific meaning

AWORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE

A bot’s answer to a grammar question
might literally be the worst

SeeWord, page A10

T he long-awaited
update to the
Fairview Park Master

Plan came before the Costa
Mesa City Council on Jan.
28.

Fairview Park is a rare
jewel “that’s unique [in] all
the state,” said Travis
Brooks, a restoration ecolo-
gist, at the meeting. Also
known as the Fairview
Indian Site by the National
Register of Historic Places,
it’s the sacred home of
tribes whose habitation
goes back to 1500 B.C.

The mesa is the water-
shed for vernal pools where
federally protected Riv-
erside and fairy shrimp live.
They’re supposed to be
“specially managed and
maintained,” said Robb
Hamilton, a biologist who’s
been studying them since
the 1980s, but he called the
area a “free for all,” refer-
ring to the Harbor Soaring
Society, ebikes and radio
controlled cars.

Yet there’s no park ranger
for the 208 acres, which is
larger than all of the other
city parks combined.

The federal and state
departments of Fish and

Wildlife as recently as last
month told Costa Mesa to
stop HSS, as have biologists
the city hired, the Fairview
Park Steering Committee,
the park administrator and
over 800 members of the
Fairview Park Alliance.
Residents voted 70.9% in
favor of Measure AA to
protect Fairview Park, and
California Administrative
Code states that “No per-
son shall remove, injure,
deface or destroy any ob-
ject of paleontological,
archaeological, or historical
interest or value.”

In November, at an
FPMP update community
meeting, which no council
members attended, Brooks
showed 100 years of aerial
photographs documenting
the degradation of the
watershed by HSS since the
1960s. They’ve cleared
protected tarweed and
bulldozed the watershed,
changing the rain’s flow
into the pools, as well as
trampling the pools while
retrieving their gliders and
tow lines. Then, a leader of
HSS — who doesn’t live in
Costa Mesa — rose to his
feet and threatened to oust

from office any member of
our council who votes to
oust them from the park.

The council yet again
allowed HSS access until
May 2025 — when the
vernal pools are full and
birds are nesting and mi-
grating — and when the
council will vote on
whether HSS will be in the
FPMP. One voice, Council-
man Arlis Reynolds, a liai-
son to the Fairview Park
Steering Committee, feels
there’s a great opportunity
for ecotourism, and agrees
the park is a unique jewel,
which adds a Native Ameri-
can ancestral home and
nature’s art to the perform-
ing and fine art venues
within Costa Mesa. If we’re
to see this vision realized,
however, people must
speak loudly and often at
every City Council meeting.

Priscilla Rocco
Costa Mesa

H.B. council
ignores residents

Ballot initiatives, also
commonly known as ballot
measures or referendums,

are questions placed before
voters on local ballots.
Citizen-initiated ballot
measures give voters the
opportunity to repeal an
existing city ordinance or
propose a change in the
city governing document.
In Huntington Beach that is
our City Charter. The proc-
ess gives people the ability

and the power to collect
signatures to place those
proposals directly before
voters.

Through ballot initia-
tives, a majority of voters
tell the local government
what the public wants to
get done. Voters in red,
blue and purple states have
used initiatives to get issues

on the ballot that help their
communities. The process
is direct democracy, an
example of democracy in
action.

Direct democracy is the
will of the people. No mat-
ter who we are or where
we’re from, we all want the

MAILBAG

Fairview Park’s future at stake

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

AWOMANWALKS her dog on a path in the southern side of Fairview Park in Costa Mesa.
A reader expresses her concerns as the city continues to weigh plans for the 200-acre site,
after several years of study and analysis of the ecological resources there.

See Mailbag, page A12
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Heart Smart Event
Live, Learn & Protect
Thursday, Feb. 27 from 4 - 7 p.m.
MemorialCare Orange Coast Medical Center’s Health & Wellness Pavilion

18035 Brookhurst Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708

Attend MemorialCare Orange Coast Medical Center’s complimentary Heart Smart

Event, where you and your loved ones can:

• Engage in educational lectures

presented by MemorialCare Heart

& Vascular Institute experts.

• Learn how to live a heart-smart life.

• Get your blood pressure checked.

• Participate in hands-on CPR.

• Meet with physicians and clinical

specialists at various booths.

• Enjoy light refreshments.

Scan to register online
or call (877) 696-3622
memorialcare.org/HeartSmart

Spaces are limited.
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Carol Ann Rudat

Carol Ann has 40 years as a Real Estate Advisor,
helping clients build their Real Estate asset base.

Carol Ann offers you a Unique Marketing Experience
as a highly effective Professional Real Estate Broker.

UNIQUE MARKETINGUNIQUE MARKETING

THE INTERNET PROVIDES MARKETING OUTREACH
which Carol Ann Rudat has retained a professional internet marketing company.

Carol Ann has continued her education, through Environmental Science at
Harvard (2017) and Science with Global Studies at Dartmouth (2021) which have

elevated her wisdom that benefits her clients.

Cal l Caro l Ann Rudat to l i s t your proper ty and rece i ve
excep t iona l Unique Marke t ing & Profe s s iona l S e r v i c e .

CAROL ANN RUDAT
Real Estate Licensed Broker

949-677-3366
CASEN42@gmail.com
DRE No. 00601443

A REASONABLE LISTING FEE BROKER

The information set forth on this site is based on information that “I” consider reliable, but because any part of it has been supplied
by third parties, including the Multiple Listing Service, I cannot represent that it is accurate or complete, and it should not be relied
upon as such. This is not intended as a solicitation if your property is currently listed with another Broker

Football Special Offering,
a 1% Listing Agent Fee

Mention this ad. Offer is good through to June 1, 2025.
Bernard Downing (“Buz”) Lowe, Jr.

Long-time Balboa Island resident Buz Lowe passed away at Regents
Point in Irvine on January 29. He was 92.

Buz Lowewas born in Pasadena, and grewup in SanMarino, attending
South Pasadena High School. He served in the Army, and earned a B.S. in
engineering from Stanford University in 1958. He married Pat (“Patty”)
Siler, also a Stanford graduate, shortly after graduation.

He began his career at Westlectric Castings, a foundry 50% owned
by the Lowe family. He started as a foundryman, and over the next 20
years, worked his way up to Vice President of Operations. In 1978, he
and Pat opened a Kwik-Kopy franchise in Arcadia, which they ran until
1983. Buz and Pat raised their children in San Gabriel, where Buz was
a member of the Tennis Club, SG Striders, city planning commission,
Church of Our Saviour, and many other organizations.

Buz spentmuch of his youth enjoying the Newport Beach area; and in
1998, he and Pat retired to the house on Balboa Islandwhich his parents
purchased in 1959. Among his favorite activities was taking a morning
walkwith Pat around the island,meeting and chattingwith Island friends.

An avid sailor since boyhood, he and Pat enjoyed sailing their Cal 2-29
to Avalon; and later, motoring their Grand Banks to Two Harbors. They
were very active members of the Balboa Yacht Club. They were known
for their driving adventures in the AmericanWest. They were also world
travelers, visiting six of the seven continents (including Antarctica).

Buz is survived by his wife, Pat Siler Lowe; his children: Mark Lowe,
Kathy Lowe Knowles, andTom Lowe; and his grandchildren: Megan and
Ryan Lowe, and Eva and Audrey Knowles.

A private family memorial will be held.

rector of the USC Equity
Research Institute, gave a
presentation on the equity
profile, which is available
on the O.C. Grantmakers
website.

Palumbo then moder-
ated a discussion on hous-
ing, income inequality and
other key issues with UC
Irvine professors Walter
Nicholls, Carolina Valdivia
and Dara Sorkin.

Finally, representatives
from several community
collaboratives, like the Or-
ange County Economic Jus-

tice Initiative and the Or-
ange County Black Solidari-
ty Network, were given time
to address the crowd.

Palumbo said most if not
all of the collaboratives
were not around five years
ago, indicating how much
has changed since O.C.
Grantmakers conducted
the first O.C. Equity Profile
in 2019, in partnership with
USC and with the support
of the St. Joseph Fund.

“I just feel like we can be
so demoralized right now
with some of the challenges
that seem like they’re facing
us,” Palumbo said in an in-
terview following the event.
“We need to be reminded

that we’re already doing the
work and we can keep it go-
ing, and that’s not going to
be impacted by how you la-
bel equity. What’s impor-
tant is what is happening
on the ground. We’re work-
ing to address food insecu-
rity, hate crimes, health dis-
parities. It’s happening, and
so as long as we continue to
do the work, we’ll be fine.”

Pastor highlighted three
words that he feels are
three characteristics of eq-
uity — opportunity, owner-
ship and oneness.

“When we are short-
changing kids, particularly
kids of color, at our schools,
we are shipwrecking our

economic future,” Pastor
told attendees. “When we
over-incarcerate, we are
tossing away talent that
could be used to generate
economic growth. Too
often, equity gets cast just
as a fairness issue rather
than a prosperity issue.

“The way that our fates
are intertwined has been
seared in our conscious-
ness in Los Angeles in re-
cent weeks with the fires.”

The report shows that
Orange County, home to
about 3.2 million people,
has a diverse population,
ranking 20th among the 150
largest regions in the
United States in that cate-
gory. Between 1980 and
2022, the county shifted
from 78% white residents
to 38% white, with Latinos
now representing 34% of
the population and Asian
Americans and Pacific Is-
landers at 22%.

Currently in Orange
County, native-born Lat-
inos outnumber immigrant
Latinos by two to one.

“It’s no longer really im-
migration that’s driving the
change,” Pastor said. “It’s
the sons and daughters of
those immigrants that ar-
rived in an earlier period.
More people are settling in
and making their lives
here.”

About one in eight Or-
ange County residents is ei-
ther undocumented or liv-
ing with an undocumented
family member. Hunting-
ton Beach recently made
news by naming itself a

nonsanctuary city and su-
ing the state over its sanc-
tuary law. On the other
side, Santa Ana declared it-
self a sanctuary city in 2017,
and current Mayor Valerie
Amezcua has affirmed her
support of that.

Speaking on wealth, Pas-
tor highlighted that Black
and Latino residents in the
county have lower median
incomes than other racial
groups. As a whole, he said
about 25% of the income in
the United States goes to
1% of the population, the
highest that percentage has
ever been.

“Incomes for those at the
top have gone steadily up,
and gone up higher in
O.C.,” Pastor said. “Incomes
at the bottom have gone
down, and they’ve gone
down more in O.C. There’s
inequality in the nation,

and you all are experienc-
ing it on steroids.”

Housing is another key
component of the report.
Palumbo asked the panel-
ists for their thoughts on
the numbers, including
that a majority of renters
(56%) are considered rent-
burdened. This means that
they’re spending more than
30% of their income on
rent.

Nicholls, the chair of the
UCI department of urban
planning and public policy,
said the percentage of rent-
ers in the county has in-
creased from 38% in 2000
to about 44% today.

He noted that the state
Legislature has passed 18
major pieces of legislation
in recent years in order to
streamline production of
homes, but only one was
passed benefiting renters in
that time.

“In another 10 years, we
expect to be a majority
renter county, which is
quite important,” Nicholls
said. “When we’re thinking
about housing policy … it’s
important to think about
how we’re going to make
home ownership affordable
for more people, more eq-
uitable. But also, as we do
move into becoming more
of a renter society, how are
we going to provide greater
protections for those
folks?”

Per the equity profile, if
rent burden were elimi-
nated, disposable income
for impacted households
would increase on average
by $11,000. That would
equal $3.4 billion more in
disposable income county-
wide.

Pastor ended his presen-
tation by stressing that
community, government
and the private sector need
to all work together to cre-
ate a better Orange County.

“That’s what can defend
us from fires and a bad fu-
ture,” he said. “That’s what
can help us rebuild. The
fact that we cannot see how
those are threaded to-
gether, the fact that equity
has become a hot buzz-
word rather than a com-
mon goal, that speaks
poorly on us and our in-
ability to thread that needle
for a common destiny.”

Continued from page A1
REPORT

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

GUESTS CHAT during a break in the 2025 Orange County
Equity Report special presentation at the Cove at UC Irvine.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

you’re in one when the
menu offers ca kho to
(catfish steaks braised in a
caramelized glaze of soy,
fish sauce and dried chi-
les). Another tell: The list of
soups includes canh chua
cá (fish in a tamarind-

You’ve experienced the
culinary bounty of Little
Saigon and already know
where to get the biggest
bowl of pho, the crispiest
banh mi, and the smokiest
bun cha Hanoi. You might
even know that if you see
the words “dac biet” at the
end of those dishes, it’s
going to taste “extra spe-
cial.” But have you heard of
the term “com phan gia
dinh”? It translates to “fam-
ily meal,” a style of cooking
that echoes what Viet-
namese actually eat at
home.

It typically consists of a
soup, a protein and a vege-
table dish — nutritious,
balanced and comforting
spreads served with a big
pot of rice. If you’re lucky
enough to be invited by a
Vietnamese family to their
house for dinner, this is
likely what you’ll be fed.
Think of it as the mac-n-
cheese, meatloaf and green
bean casserole of a typical
Vietnamese household.

Though you could con-
ceivably cobble together a
family-style meal at any
number of restaurants in
Little Saigon, there are
relatively few eateries that
cook the specific home-
style dishes of “com phan
gia dinh.” As a general rule
of thumb, you’ll know

soured broth with taro
stems and pineapples).

Yet the best feature of
these “family meal” restau-
rants is the special set
prices designed for parties
of two or more, which, for
the most part, will be a

better deal than ordering à
la carte.

What follows are my
recent experiences at three
of the most popular “com
phan gia dinh” restaurants
in Little Saigon. Bring your
family, friends, co-workers
and acquaintances, be-
cause the more people
you’ve got, the bigger the
variety of dishes, the
grander the feast.

THE OLD GUARD
Thanh My Restaurant
9553 Bolsa Ave., Westmin-
ster; (714) 531-9540

When TV travel host
Samantha Brown visited
Little Saigon for her Orange
County episode of “Places
to Love,” she ate at Thanh
My. Joining her to chat
about the restaurant was
politician Janet Nguyen,
who, like the family that
opened the venerable
eatery in 1979, was a ref-
ugee.

And for the refugee com-
munity that would eventu-
ally grow around it, Thanh
My is nothing less than a
pioneer. It isn’t just one of
the first Vietnamese restau-
rants to open on Bolsa
Street before it became
Little Saigon, it is also
possibly the oldest Viet-
namese restaurant in Or-
ange County.

Like tree rings in a Se-
quoia, the menu is evi-

dence of its 46 years in
business. With over a hun-
dred dishes, it rivals
Cheesecake Factory on
choices.

Most customers flip
immediately to the Tradi-
tional Family Meal page
where a three-course meal
for two starts at $37.95. A
party of eight gets seven
courses for $145.95. The
choice of dishes for each
course is clearly listed with
the more premium options
marked with an upcharge
fee. Whatever family meal
package you order, there’s
an additional charge of
$1.50 per person for the
rice. It comes in a big cov-
ered bowl that’s theoreti-
cally refillable if there
wasn’t already more than
double the amount that
any group could conceiv-
ably consume in one sit-
ting.

The most popular soup
is the canh chua cá, with
its sweet-and-sour broth
made tangy by pineapple.
On my visit, it was less a
soup than an immovable
wad of bean sprouts and
half a pound of bone-in
catfish steaks displacing
the broth. Absent were the
sliced taro stems that are
usually a traditional com-
ponent. Instead there was
celery cut on the bias.

Cá kho to — the main
dish that usually follows

canh chua cá at a Viet-
namese dinner table —
featured more catfish
braised in roiling caramel.
Though the sauce was
gloppy, it was salty and
sweet enough to mask the
muddy flavor of the fish.

For the vegetable course,
I learned that one should
always opt for the bo xà
lách if it’s offered. This beef
salad was more about the
beef and less about the
salad. Consisting of tender,
marinated slices of seared
tenderloin, it rested atop
torn lettuce and sliced
tomato — the highlight of
my meal at Thanh My and,
quite possibly, Samantha
Brown’s, too.

THE HIDDEN GEM
Mirada Restaurant
9102 Edinger Ave., Fountain
Valley; (714) 842-7892

I’m not sure why this
restaurant is called “Mira-
da,” a Spanish word that
means “look.” Is it an ap-
peal for passersby on
Edinger Avenue to do just
that? Tucked inside an
anonymous strip mall
that’s recessed from the
street, it is easily missed.

In fact, I have driven
hundreds if not a thousand
times past the place and
was unaware until a friend
told me about its existence.

Communal feasts on the menu in Little Saigon

Edwin Goei
CANH CHUA CÁ is the most popular soup at Thanh My
Restaurant in Westminster, part of a two-person set meal.

BY EDWIN GOEI

See Feasts, page A9



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 9, 2025 A9

Your
Health Is
Everything
to Us

Focused on giving health a lift
Access to Care Mental Health Services Complex Care Coordination

caloptima.org
CalOptima Health, A Public Agency

As the largest health plan in Orange County, we know that access to care is essential. Yet health
depends on more than medical care alone. Our team also coordinates care for complex health needs,
mental health services and nutrition programs. We even connect members to housing and support
services — all to lift everyone’s whole health.

Mirada, as it turns out,
has been open since 1995
and throughout its tenure,
has specialized in family-
style meals. That means
you won’t find pho here.
Instead, there’s a whirlwind
of stir-fries with beef, pork,
squid or shrimp. There are
vibrant salads utilizing ong
choy, lotus stems or papa-
yas. There are, of course,
Vietnamese mainstay
soups like canh chua cá.
But the restaurant also
makes room for a few Thai
dishes as well.

Mirada’s menus — which
were placed underneath
the glass that covered its
tables — boast nearly a
hundred items in all. A sign
placed near the register
warns: “We are not a fast
food restaurant. Your food
is made fresh every order.
Please be patient.” And
inside a dining room
flanked by mirrors on ei-
ther side, I saw families
slurping soup, plucking
food from shared plates
with chopsticks and tuck-
ing into bowls of rice.

If you can resist ordering
a la carte, Mirada’s Combo
Special offers a $28.95 set
meal of three dishes for
two people that always has
the following: a seafood
tom yum soup, fried fish
with a sweet and sour

dipping sauce, and a stir-
fry of whatever vegetable
might be in season. On my
visit, it was crisp-tender
green beans tossed in a
flurry of garlic.

The tom yum soup —
teeming with squid,
shrimp and imitation crab
— was so full of tang,
sweetness and heat from
diced Thai chili peppers
that I consumed an entire
bowl of rice to blot out the
burn. I ate the fish, which
was crisp, salty and delec-
table down to its skinny
bones, with yet another
bowl of rice.

It should be noted that
Mirada does not allow for

substitutions when opting
for the Combo Special,
even for the four- or six-
people set meals. While
they do charge the nominal
$1.50 per person for rice,
bowls of warm chè dessert
are served at the end of the
meal for everyone in your
party to enjoy — which is
worth more than $1.50 if
you ask me.

THE UPSTART
Hien Thanh Restaurant
9741 Bolsa Ave. Suite 108,
Westminster; (714) 421-4512

In business since 2013,
Hien Thanh is technically
the newest restaurant on
this list, but it’s just as

popular as the others. On
weekends, there’s routinely
a wait for the chance to sit
in its small rhombus-
shaped room with koi fish
paintings on the wall and a
TV no one watches.

Hien Thanh isn’t ex-
pressly a “com phan gia
dinh” restaurant, however.

Pho is available, as is bun
(vermicelli noodle-based
dishes) and hu tieu (noodle
soups with toppings).
There’s also a page on the
menu devoted to the chef’s
specialties that include
Vietnamese fish udon
noodle with crab.

But here’s the rub: While

all of these single-serving
dishes come with English
translations, the Family
Dinner section is written
only in Vietnamese. And
because you must choose
your own soup, protein
and vegetable when you
opt for the Family Dinner
deal, it’s here where you
need those translations the
most. Instead you are faced
with lists of about a dozen
choices for each course
with only three or four
pictures to help guide you.

It should also be noted
that Hien Thanh is the only
restaurant on this list
where it’s more expensive
to choose the set meal
option than to order the
dishes a la carte for $11.50
each. The soup with pork-
stuffed bitter melon was
bracing and refreshing —
an acquired taste you must
acquire. The caramelized
catfish was nearly perfect,
which, with the crunchy
stir-fried water spinach,
became a pairing meant
for gobs of rice.

The $37.50 price for
three courses does seem to
have the cost of the rice
baked into it, however. But
don’t be surprised when
the bill comes and an addi-
tional 15% is conveniently
tacked on to the total for
gratuity — you were going
to tip 20% anyway ... right?

Continued from page A8
FEASTS

Photos by Edwin Goei

THE TWO-PERSONmeal at Mirada Restaurant in Fountain
Valley, priced at $28.95, comes with a set list of tom yum
soup, fried fish, and a vegetable of the day.

A TWO-PERSONMEAL at Hien Thanh Restaurant in
Westminster. The white bowl on the upper right contains
pork-stuffed bitter melon, a taste worth acquiring.

Edwin Goei is a contributor
to TimesOC.

L.A.-area fires started. Ulrik
Knap couldn’t sleep the
night before he visited
what remained of their
neighborhood for the first
time.

The reality of the devas-
tation wrought by the fire
finally set in on him as he
passed rows of empty lots
where multimillion-dollar
homes once sat. When he
got to where his house
used to be, he used a shov-
el and chicken wire to sift
through ashes one scoop at
a time. A few ceramic
sculptures their teenage
children had made in kin-
dergarten had survived;

their vibrantly painted sur-
faces were now faded or
completely bleached white
after prolonged exposure
to extreme heat.

A tall safe that housed
some of their family’s most
precious heirlooms was lit-
erally the only thing left
standing on their property.
Flames had defeated its
lock and heat-resistant
plating, forcing it open and
allowing ammunition
stored within to discharge.
Inside, amid a pile consist-
ing of disintegrated paper-
work, an exploded Rolex
and ruined revolvers, Ulrik
found one ring handed
down to them by his
grandmother, another his
wife’s mother had given to
them on Julie’s 30th birth-

day and an antique brace-
let they had been planning
to give to their daughter
when she turned 18.

“I gasped,” Julie said. “I
was so excited. I just didn’t
think we were going to find
anything in there, and I
had set my mind to accept
that. So it was such a mo-
ment of joy to see those.
Just a little luck came our
way.”

The jewelry that survived
the fire will go on to be-
come reminders of their
family’s resilience as it gets
passed down to future gen-
erations. But first, the
pieces are being restored to
their original luster by
George Bandar, owner and
sole craftsman of Master
Jewelers Newport.

“I have worked on the
most difficult pieces during
my career, and this is one
of them,” Bandar said. “... if
you don’t have experience,
forget about it. You’ll ruin
it.”

Body oil that had col-
lected on the jewelry after
years of being worn were
baked into the gold, and
the delicate soldering
points connecting the
gems to the metal were
weakened. Bandar had to
surgically remove each
stone and use highly corro-
sive chemicals to cut
through the discoloration
caused by flames.

So far, he has finished
working on one of the two

Courtesy of Julie and Ulrik Knap

A SCORCHED SAFEwas the only thing left standing after
the Palisades fire destroyed the home of Julie and Ulrik Knap.

Continued from page A1
JEWELER

See Jeweler, page A12
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Kitchen Designed By Cabinet Factories Outlet

www.cabinetoutlet.com
714.538.9100

Tues-Fri. 10am-5pm, Sat 10-3pm, Closed Sun & Mon
1201 W. Katella Ave. Orange

CUSTOM LOOK | BEST PRICES

Ideas For Your Kitchen

CABINET
FACTORIES
OUTLET

Kemper Colors

Beautiful White Shaker Kitchen

Come In - Let us help you
get the Kitchen you have always

wanted. Bring in your Floor
Plan. Designers are available to

assist you and SAVE!

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

— a meaningless state-
ment if ever I’ve heard one.
All words have specific
meanings. That’s how
words work.

The bot describes the
problem as “misuse” of
“literally.” It’s not. One of
the definitions of “literally”
is “in effect, virtually —
used in an exaggerated way
to emphasize a statement
or description that is not
literally true or possible.”

The way Merriam-Webster
uses the word “literally” in
this definition undermines
their point, but virtually
every other dictionary
agrees, so the point stands.
It’s not wrong to say, “I
literally inhaled that pizza.”

You can dislike it. I do.

You can lament that “litera-
lly” can’t have a narrower
definition that adds clarity
to the sentence. I do. But
you can’t call it a misuse.

Bots can’t reason. This
one goes on about how
“language evolves over
time” but then talks about
how this can “dilute mean-
ing.” The first part means
that word meanings
change, the second part
suggests that they don’t
and that any change in
meaning is a dilution.

A changed meaning isn’t
a wrong meaning. The
word “girl” used to mean a
child of either sex. When
we use it today to mean a
child of the female sex,
we’re not diluting its true
nongendered meaning.
We’re using its new one.

And, yes, at certain points
in time the evolution of the
word “girl” probably
caused some confusion.
But if it had been too con-
fusing, people would have
stopped using it in favor of
some other word or phrase
that others understood.

The secondary meaning
of “literally” is well estab-
lished. Here’s Merriam-
Webster again: “The ‘in
effect; virtually’ meaning of
‘literally’ is not new. It has
been in regular use since
the 18th century and may
be found in the writings of
some of the most highly
regarded writers of the 19th
and early 20th centuries,
including Charles Dickens,
Mark Twain, Charlotte
Bronte, and James Joyce.”

One final point about the

poster’s original question.
When you say, “I literally
inhaled that pizza,” you’re
not using that word as a
substitute for “figuratively,”
which means “metaphori-
cally.” Instead, you’re using
it to mean “in effect,” “vir-
tually” or “practically,”
which isn’t quite the same
thing.

So if you’re experiencing
emotions, wondering if
you’re normal or just have
a question about language,
don’t accept help from a
bot.

Continued from page A6
WORD

JUNE CASAGRANDE is the
author of “The Joy of Syntax:
A Simple Guide to All the
Grammar You Know You
Should Know.” She can be
reached at
JuneTCN@aol.com.

he has held for 35 years.
He will stay connected to
the symphony as music
director laureate. (Alexan-
der Shelley was named as
St.Clair’s successor in No-
vember.)

That relationship began
when Cuong heard that his
music was going to be
played at USC during the
coronavirus pandemic.
That’s when he met
St.Clair, who was guest
conducting a concert with
the USC Thornton School
of Music’s wind ensemble.

“Everything was being
canceled all the time, and I
hadn’t heard a piece of
mine played in months,”
Cuong said. “I reached out
to USC, and I was like,
‘Would you allow me to
come on campus, so I
could hear this piece
played? … [St.Clair] was so
excited that I was there,
and I got to talk to him a
little bit. I think I was one
of three people in the
audience for that concert
because it was a livestream
concert.”

Pacific Symphony picked

up a fifth piece from
Cuong, “Marine Layer,” for
a world premiere during its
performances this week-
end.

“I think it’s really hard to
do anything that’s truly
one of a kind or never
been done before,” Cuong
said. “There’s so many
composers who have tried
so many things, so many
chords, so many melodies,
so many different orches-
trations. For me, things
stay exciting when I feel
like I’ve figured something
out for myself that I prob-
ably wouldn’t have thought
of a year ago, or even
yesterday.

“Whenever I’m writing a
piece, whenever I get that
feeling, the piece feels like
it starts to write itself when
I have that excitement.”

Cuong, 34, got his start
in music when his mother
put him in piano lessons
as a young boy.

“I always joke that I took
it too seriously, like I got
too interested in it,” said
Cuong, who noted that he
was encouraged to pursue
fields with more stability as
the son of Vietnamese
immigrants.

By his senior year of high

school, classmates were
playing pieces he wrote,
and he was beginning to
win support at home,
albeit with a healthy bit of
skepticism.

“I think that their appre-
hension made me work
even harder because I
always thought to myself,
‘Well, they took a big leap
of faith, and I want them to
see that it was worth it,’”
Cuong said.

Cuong attended the
Peabody Conservatory,
before enrolling in gradu-
ate studies at Princeton
University and the Curtis
Institute of Music.

“I feel grateful for all my
teachers I’ve had,” said
Cuong. “There’s a com-
poser here based in South-
ern California named
Frank Ticheli, who was the
composer-in-residence for
the Pacific Symphony
[from 1991 to 1998]. … I
played a lot of his music
when I was in high school,
and he still is writing really
amazing music and still
has a really wonderful
career as a composer.

“He has always been
really kind to me, and he
even guest conducted a
group in Korea, a piece of

mine, this past summer. I
think if you had told me
when I was 14 that one day
Frank Ticheli would be a
fan of mine and conduct-
ing my music, I would
have freaked out.”

Cuong now splits his
time between Orange
County and Las Vegas,

where he is an assistant
professor of music compo-
sition at the University of
Nevada, Las Vegas.

“Students today have the
same insecurities and
dreams and ambitions as
when I was a student,” he
said. “I think my role as a
teacher is to use all the

knowledge that I’ve gained
over the years, and all the
lessons I’ve learned, and
have those lessons be in
service of someone other
than myself. It’s really
rewarding in that way.”

Continued from page A1
COMPOSER

Doug Gifford

THE PACIFIC SYMPHONY,with Carl St.Clair conducting, performs Gustav Mahler’s
Symphony No. 9 at the Renee and Henry Segerstrom Concert Hall in Costa Mesa in 2023.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

The McCharmlys, a local
band with a retro sound, is
made up of four musicians
who are all pretty big fans
of each other.

“Every single person in
this band has been a part
of other bands that I love
and admire,” said lead
vocalist and rhythm guitar-
ist Angie Monroy, who
started the band in 2018.

Monroy was a fan of
bassist Yari Bolanos, who
was playing with a band
called the Mellows in
Texas. Dummer Cole Max-
well was a fan of the Mc-
Charmlys before he joined
the band.

“I was a fan of this band
for a long time, and then I
saw Angie at a show,” said
Maxwell. “I was, like, what
could the be the harm in
introducing myself and
saying how much I love the
music?”

Guitarist Eddie Gutierrez
was last to join the band in
2021.

“Angie says that when I
joined the band at that
time, it felt like the band
really solidified,” Gutierrez
said.

The Santa Ana-based
group borrows their name
from an obscure Beatles
interview in which John
Lennon introduces the
band as “George Parasol,
Ringo Stone and Paul Mc-
Charmly.”

“I guess technically, John
Lennon named us,” said
Monroy.

They have been making
a name for themselves in
the local Orange County
and Los Angeles music
scene with a sound that
blends elements of surf
rock, ’60s girl groups and
old-fashioned rock ’n’ roll.
Their latest record, “You’ll
Be Fine,” dropped on Jan.
14, released on Nu-Tone
Records, a sister label to
Hi-Tide Recordings.

The band celebrated
with a listening party at Bar
616 in Santa Ana where
their own fans got to hear
the song for the first time

and watch a screening of
the pulp noir-style music
video.

“From the beginning
there wasn’t an aim to be
retro-sounding,” said Mon-
roy. “The sound really
developed when everybody
came together. We all have
our own influences and
ones we all have in com-
mon.”

Collectively the group
references the Ramones,
Roy Orbison and the Beach
Boys as key influencers of
their sound, but members’
Mexican American heritage
finds its way into the music
as well.

“The stuff that I like, that

I grew up with, is really just
a lot of music that my folks
listened to, like rock ’n’ roll
from the past,” said Gutier-
rez. “Watching ‘La Bamba’
as kid made a huge impact
on me.”

Monroy agrees.
“I was raised on banda

fresa, banda limon, all
these different genres and
a lot of really strong wom-
en, like Lola Beltran and
Ana Gabriel, women with
really raspy, rock ’n’ roll
voices,” said Monroy. “Ma-
riachi can still be rock ’n’
roll, in a way.”

The McCharmlys single
“Tu Seras Mi Baby,” a Span-
ish-language take on the

Ronettes’ 1963 hit “Be My
Baby,” currently has
355,810 listens on Spotify.

“We are Latinos, our
parents are immigrants
and they are the ones who
showed us pretty much
everything, and doing this
song, specifically ‘Tu Seras
Mi Baby,’ was inspired by
Les Surfs,” said Monroy.

A lesser known group
than the Ronettes, Les
Surfs was a pop group from
Madagascar that recorded
from 1964 until 1971.

“They sing in lots of
different languages but
they do ‘Tu Seras Mi Baby’
in Spanish, and us being
nerds about vinyl and
enjoying old music on
YouTube, when we saw it
we were, like, man, that is a
cool one. And of course I
have huge love and admi-
ration for Ronnie Spector.”

The band has recorded
original music in Spanish
too, which Monroy calls
“challenging and beautiful”
work that connects her to
her community.

“Especially when you see
a lot of la raza coming
through in different places
around the world,” Monroy
said. “It’s special; you are
never alone. Sometimes
you feel alone and then
you look around, and
you’re like ‘My people are
here.’”

No matter what language
you speak, the McCha-
rmlys feel they have some-
thing audiences can con-
nect with.

“Rock ’n’ roll is such an
inherently American thing,
and I think that we all can
vibe to that,” said Gutier-
rez.

The vibes are good and
the band is enjoying a bit
of buzz around their new
single.

Recently the McCha-
rmlys were featured at a
95.5 KLOS “Breakfast with
the Beatles” live event at
Hollywood’s Hard Rock
Cafe. The “Breakfast with
the Beatles” segment on
the popular classic rock
radio station introduced
Gutierrez to the band’s
music as a teenager.

“I would tune in to that
pretty often, and to be able
to play for Chris Carter and
just the mere fact that we
were on the radio was an
honor and privilege,” said
Gutierrez.

This week band mem-
bers pack their bags for
Spain, where they will play
the European music festi-
val “Rockin’ Race Jam-
boree” ahead of headlining
their own tour across the
western United States.

The McCharmlys will
kick off their tour with a
show at the Observatory in
Santa Ana on Feb.16 with
Ramona and Los Tranqui-
los before playing dates in
Arizona, New Mexico and
Texas.

They are excited about
the upcoming travel plans
but even more excited
about getting to connect
with fans.

“Music brings people
together, and we have
created a community
around that,” said Gutier-
rez. “It is a wonderful
thing.”

Band members charm fans — and each other

Textli Gallegos

THEMCCHARMLYSwill launch their tour with a show in Santa Ana on Feb. 16

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Santa Ana band the
McCharmlys kicks
off its latest tour at
the Observatory on
Valentine’s weekend.
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA
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This year, Valentine’s Day
falls on a Friday, which
means getting a dinner
reservation might be extra
tough. If you don’t want to
get your heart broken,
reserve a table early at one
of these Orange County
restaurants offering prix
fixe menus and other inti-
mate dining experiences.
You can also opt to cele-
brate on Saturday or Sun-
day with a romantic
brunch or Izakaya feast.

LOREA
21080 Pacific Coast High-
way, Huntington Beach;
(714) 698-6130

Why limit Valentine’s
Day to Feb. 14? At Lorea,
diners can celebrate ro-
mance the whole month
with a prix fixe dinner
menu and “Love Potion”
cocktails available from
Feb. 14 to Feb. 23. Located
within the renovated Paséa
Hotel & Spa, Lorea offers its
regular land-to-sea-driven
menu as well a special
four-course dinner menu
that starts with a Kusshi
oyster served with Calabri-
an chili mignonette and a
glass of Gambino Prosecco.
A salad of Pinot Noir-
poached figs and arugula
follows, with Dover sole in

lemon butter with arti-
chokes, asparagus and
Kaluga caviar for the fourth
course and a chocolate
heart filled with red velvet
truffles and long-stemmed
strawberries for dessert.
The prix fixe menu is
priced at $130 for two, with
each additional guest
priced at $65 and an op-
tional wine pairing for $22.
Cocktails on the beverage
menu include a large drink
designed for two called
“Cupid’s Potion,” made
with Absolut Elyx vodka,
creme de cassis, hibiscus,
lime and ginger beer for
fizz. Reservations can be
made at loreahb.com.

OSPI
234 East 17th St., Suite 100,
Costa Mesa; (949) 200-9232

This Italian concept from
“Top Chef” alumnus Jack-
son Kalb recently launched
brunch service on week-
ends at its location at Paseo
17 in Costa Mesa. On Sat-
urday and Sunday from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. enjoy lemon
ricotta pancakes and shak-
shuka pizza, a creative take
on the Arabic breakfast
dish of poached eggs in a
spiced tomato sauce. There
are Ospi favorites too, like
spicy rigatoni alla vodka,
spaghetti pomodoro with
basil and parmigiano and
salads and sandwiches.
Also on the menu: spritzes,
making Ospi the perfect
place to toast to your love.
Make reservations at ospi-
.com.

RARE SOCIETY
226 Avenida Del Mar
San Clemente, (949) 669-
7273

The signature offering at
this modern take on the
classic steakhouse is per-
fect for intimate Valentine’s
Day dining. Chef Brad Wise
selects the premium cuts
that go onto the shareable
steak boards. The 30- to
40-day dry-aged steaks are
paired with house-made
sauces, like bearnaise,
horseradish and Wise’s
signature Santa Maria-style
salsa, and served on a
custom-made lazy Susan.
Take your date for a spin of
fresh grilled meat or a tour
of the ocean with seafood
towers made up of snow
crab, cocktail shrimp and
Rare Society Gold Oysters,
a bespoke variety grown in
Coos Bay, Ore., for the
restaurant. The wine cellar
features nearly 800 bottles,
so there is sure to be a
perfect pairing for each
guest. Book a table at
raresociety.com.

SUSHI ROKU
327 Newport Center
Drive,Newport Beach; (949)
706-3622

Sushi Roku at Fashion
Island specializes in what
founding partner Lee
Maen refers to as “new-
school sushi.” For Valen-
tine’s weekend the restau-
rant is offering a special
Izakaya feast alongside the
regular menu. The feast,
priced at $125 per person,
starts with Brussels sprouts
chips in truffle oil, followed
by bites like fluke kumquat
in yuzu vinaigrette,
hamachi serrano in garlic
and yuzu ponzu, toro
carpaccio, Hanabi, Sushi
Roku’s signature crispy rice
with spice tuna and A-5
Japanese wagyu ishiyaki.
The sushi course includes
nigiri of Chu-toro, sea
bream, salmon and wagyu,
white lotus roll and baked
crab hand roll. Carnival
cake is served for dessert.
Other special dishes in-
clude uni blue crab with
ossetra caviar and wasabi
truffle soy and a surf-and-
turf special of prime filet
mignon and cold water
lobster tail served with
garlic butter, potatoes and
togorashi-tossed vegeta-
bles. Reserve your table by
visiting iloveidg.com or by
calling the restaurant at
(949) 706-3622.

TOP OF THE V
1601 S. Anaheim Blvd.,
Anaheim; (657) 439-
3289

Take Valentine’s Day to
new heights at this rooftop
restaurant at the Viv Hotel
in Anaheim. The 12th-floor
view makes this Basque-

inspired restaurant a prime
place to watch Orange
County sunsets and Dis-
neyland fireworks while
enjoying Spanish tapas. For
Feb. 14, diners can indulge
in a five-course prix fixe
menu of French brie with
guava and raspberry, bur-
rata on crostini followed by
a roasted baby beet salad
and a choice of lobster
thermidor or filet mignon
wellington. The dinner
ends on a sweet note of
chocolate truffle with
strawberry. The menu will
be offered for one night
only, priced at $130 per
person. As an extra treat,
Top of the V is partnering
with Moet + Chandon to
offer Valentine’s sweets
from a local chocolatier to
any sweethearts who order
a bottle of Imperial Brut.
Reserve a table at topofthe
viv.com.

VERDE
2675 Irvine Ave.,
Suite D2, Costa Mesa;
(949) 867-8011

Executive chef Paula
Balderrama and bar direc-
tor Anthony Laborin have
created a few special
drinks and dishes in honor
of Valentine’s Day at this
newly opened upper-level
restaurant, where guests
can enjoy shareable start-
ers like Burrata with pick-
led strawberries and crispy
Kafta meatballs served
with hummus and green
chutney and dessert like
tiramisu, available from
Feb. 13 to Feb. 16. At Bar
Verde, the lower-level
lounge, lovers can cozy up
over a cheese and charcu-
terie plate for two, paired
with a glass of wine from
the curated wine list or
handcrafted cocktails like
the Overnight Celebrity
made with strawberry-
infused Campari. Make
your reservations at verde
restaurantcm.com, but
note Bar Verde is closed on
Sundays.

Treat your sweetheart to Valentine’s Day dining

Courtesy of Rare Society

RARE SOCIETY is known for premiummeat boards that
feature a selection of cuts presented on a wood lazy Susan.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Courtesy
of Verde

HAND-
CRAFTED
cocktails
pair with
special
dishes at
Verde in
Costa Mesa.

Courtesy of
the Viv
Hotel.

ENJOY A
sunset

view at Top
of the V in
Anaheim

this
Valentine’s

Day.

Courtesy
of Lorea

A CHOC-
OLATE
heart at
Lprea
comes
filled with
red velvet
truffles and
long
stemmed
straw-
berries.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc.

Serving Newport Beach, Costa Mesa for 55 years.
SPECIALIZING IN:

• New Patios & Entries
• Drainage Expert: New or Repair
• Masonry & Concrete Repair.
• Grind High-spots caused by tree roots, etc.
• Remove & Replace sections of concrete,
brick or stone.

714-796-9144
State License# 827800 www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise
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freedom to make decisions
on important issues that
impact our lives. It’s an
essential tool for passing
people-centered policies at
the local level and a critical
part of building an inclu-
sive, participatory, and
thriving community. It is a
process that is truly by the
people and for the people.

Are the members of the
Huntington Beach City
Council afraid of democ-

racy? Let the voters decide
how they want their public
libraries managed and
what books and materials
should be purchased.

Cathey Ryder
Huntington Beach

As a trained volunteer
who spent six months
collecting petition signa-
tures from concerned resi-
dents who want to protect
the library from govern-
ment overreach, I am in-
censed that the city of
Huntington Beach, under
the direction of its 7-0
MAGA City Council, dis-
tributed a survey to resi-
dents casting doubt on the
legality of the petition
process.

Of all the culture war
ploys they have enacted,
accusing library supporters

of being liars is one of their
lowest attempts. Suggesting
that their Ordinance No.
4318, which creates a par-
ent/guardian review board,
does not involve banning
books, is in fact, one of
their biggest lies. Their
21-member board of politi-
cal appointees who have
final and non-appealable
authority to determine
which books are purchased
and kept in our library is
book banning. If their
hand-picked activists, with
no library science back-
ground, don’t like an
award-winning Young
Adult book because it has a
sexual or LGBTQ+ refer-
ence, they have the power
to remove and perma-
nently keep that book off
the shelves. That’s book
banning!

Our library, with its vast
collection and range of
programs, is the envy of
non-Huntington Beach
residents who don’t have
their own city libraries. We
can’t take this city institu-
tion for granted. As we
celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of the Central Library
this year, we need to pro-
tect it from politicians and
their culture war agenda.
When the library initiatives
are placed on the ballot for
a special or general elec-
tion, Huntington Beach
residents must vote yes to
preserve our city’s crown
jewel for current and future
generations.

Carol Daus
Huntington Beach

The release of Jan. 6
insurrectionists is and

alarming insult to police,
our U.S. Capitol, and
democracy. Failing to hold
violent offenders account-
able emboldens others to
attack law enforcement.

The mayor of Hunting-
ton Beach is a former po-
lice officer and should be
ashamed to support or
display a statue honoring
someone who disregards
the safety of your former
profession. This isn’t just
poor judgment — it’s a
toxic endorsement of weak-
ness and possible violence.

It’s time to end the
MAGA culture wars and
stop wasting taxpayer
money on frivolous law-
suits.

Focus on restoring our
city’s financial health. This
council doesn’t need to
“make H.B. great again” —
H.B. has been great long
before you ever stepped
onto this dais.

Andrew Einhorn
Huntington Beach

President doesn’t
know King

Re: Pro-Palestinian stu-
dent group at Chapman
University stripped of MLK
award, Daily Pilot & Time-
sOC, Feb. 2: Chapman
University President Dan-
iele Struppa displays al-
most unbelievable igno-
rance about Martin Luther
King Jr. if he thinks King
would not have been a
leader in the Pro-Palestin-
ian movement. Does he
actually believe that King
would have been a sup-
porter of genocide and
apartheid? Can he possibly
be unaware of King’s oppo-
sition to the Vietnam War,
another anti-colonialist
struggle in which the
United States was on the
wrong side? I don’t know in
what academic discipline
President Struppa trained,

but it certainly wasn’t his-
tory, philosophy or interna-
tional relations.

I can only hope that the
students of Chapman Uni-
versity are not as ignorant
as Struppa, and that King
was right about the arc of
the moral universe being
long but bending towards
justice.

Hayden Ellis
Corona del Mar

I felt nothing but hope
and pride last spring when
so many brave and com-
passionate young people
formed encampments and
protested against what
certainly appears to be war
crimes by Israel against
innocent civilians in Gaza,
a good half of whom are
women and children.
Chapman University Presi-
dent Daniele Struppa,
buckling to political pres-
sure, sent out a campus-
wide email condemning
Students for Justice in
Palestine for receiving an
award during the Martin
Luther King Jr. Community
Awards ceremony. The
student group was later
stripped of the award after
pressure was exerted by the
ADL.

What the hell is going on
in my country? The vast
majority of the demon-
strators were advocating for
justice for innocent Pal-
estinians, not for anti-
semitic, anti-Israeli groups
like Hamas. The only docu-
mented violence during
these demonstrations was
by a rogue Zionist group at
the UCLA campus.

I wonder if anyone took
a close look the bronze
bust of Martin Luther King
Jr. that stands at Chapman
University? If there were no
tears falling from his eyes,
there should be.

Ron Terranova
Huntington Beach

Continued from page A6
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rings the Knaps have en-
trusted him with, and that
took about 11 hours. He
said he’s only charging
them the cost of materials
and considers the task a
personal labor of love.

“I work on it like it’s my
own,” Bandar said. “My
weak point is when I hear it
has sentimental value.
When I hear that, I take it
like it comes from my
grandma to me.”

The master jeweler with
over 50 years of experience
said the opportunity to
help people in need was
his “real profit.” He’s willing
to offer his skills and a deal
similar to his arrangement

with the Knaps to others
with damaged valuables
that survived the Palisades
and Eaton fires.

“Even if other shops
have turned them away
and said ‘no way,’ come to
me and I’ll see what I can
do,” he said. “I’d say at least
98% of the time I can bring
them back to life.”

Bandar had been selling
jewelry directly to whole-
salers for about 20 years
before opening his shop in
Newport Beach during the
pandemic. It was a risk, but
the chance to get to know
the people who wear his
pieces on a personal level
instead of only dealing
with middlemen was worth
it. He typically works at a
bench next to a window in
his shop, where curious

residents often stop by to
watch and chat.

He’s been commissioned
to make or restore at least
3,000 pieces in the four
years since starting his
business in Newport
Beach. He takes each one
personally regardless of the
monetary value of the jew-
elry, focused instead on the
meaning it holds for his cli-
ents.

“After hearing what they
had been through with the
fire and everything, of
course I had to do some-
thing,” Bandar said.

Gestures of kindness
from friends, acquaint-
ances like Bandar and
sometimes complete
strangers have helped sus-
tain the Knaps as they nav-
igate a host of uncertain-

ties moving forward. They
and many of their neigh-
bors hope to return and re-
build the community they
had grown to love.

Insurance should help
the Knaps work toward
that goal. But many who
were either renting or
dropped from their poli-
cies due to the seemingly
inevitable risk of wildfire in
Southern California weren’t
as fortunate.

“The key is, you’ve got to
let the people who lived
there decide what to do
with it,” Ulrik said. “It’s not
the bureaucrats’ job to,
frankly, take this tragedy to
serve their political
agenda.”

Continued from page A9
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Courtesy of George Bandar

ANHEIRLOOMRING heavily damaged by the Palisades fire
was restored by Newport Beach-based jeweler George Bandar.

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

There isn’t one way to
view all the beautiful sce-
nery Southern California
has to offer, but multiple
points of view are gathered
in one place for “Omnivi-
sion: Art Across Bounda-
ries.”

The art exhibit on display
at the Old Orange County
Courthouse in Santa Ana
now through March 13 is
hosted by OC Parks and the
Southern California Plein
Air Painters Assn., with
more than 180 original
paintings featured. Scenes
of nature, cityscapes and
florals in the Golden State
all painted by local Orange
County artists make up the
diverse show.

“Orange County is home
to so many talented indi-
viduals,” Orange County
Board of Supervisor, Vicen-
te Sarmiento said in a
statement.

Sarmiento attended a
ribbon-cutting for the show
on Jan. 30, ahead of its
opening reception on Feb.1.
He has worked with OC
Parks to bring art exhibits
to the Old Orange County
Courthouse in the past, like
a Chicano art exhibit from
the private collection of
Cheech Marin last summer.

Sarmiento was accompa-
nied by Steve Sandborg and
Dawn Buckingham, presi-

dent and vice president
respectively of the South-
ern California Plein Air
Painters Assn.

Plein air, the French term
for “in the open air,” is the
practice of painting out-
side, which allows an artist
to capture its subject in
natural light. The practice
was popularized in the
1870s with the invention of
tube paint. As painting
materials became more
portable, a proper studio
became less of a require-
ment for painting. The
work in “Omnivision” con-
tinues the tradition of plein
air painting, while offering
individual perspectives of
quintessential scenes of
California life, like Orange
County beaches.

Founded in 2001 by Mar-
garet “Maggie” Jamison as a
small gathering of artists
from a painting class at
Irvine Valley College taught
by Jeff Horn, the Southern
California Plein Air Painters
Assn. has since grown into
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedi-
cated to bring artists of all
skill levels together.

“Attention aspiring art-
ists! Are you hesitant to join
our plein air painting club
because you lack experi-
ence?” a statement on the
Southern California Plein
Air Painters Assn.’s website
reads. “Fear not! Our group
is all about learning and
growing together.”

Members can enjoy
weekly in-person paint-
outs and inspiring Zoom
meetings along with other
community engagement.
Besides building camarade-
rie among local plein air
artists, the association is
dedicated to supporting
local conservation efforts to
protect O.C.’s natural land-
scape. Members’ paintings
can be found on view year
round at OC Parks’ Upper
Newport Bay Nature Pre-
serve in the Peter and Mary
Muth Interpretive Center.

Additionally, the associ-
ation works to promote arts
education, and “Omnivi-
sion” includes artwork by
students from the Orange
County School of Arts in

Santa Ana.
“It is wonderful to have a

place in the heart of the
county, at the historic Old
Orange County Court-
house, to display the work
of local artists where others
can be inspired and intro-
duced to a new art me-
dium,” Sarmiento said.

The artwork in the gal-
lery is for sale, with all
proceeds going directly to
the artist. The exhibit is free
and open to view at the Old
Orange County Courthouse
gallery Monday through
Friday from 8 a.m. to 4:30
p.m. through March 13.

‘Omnivision’ art
exhibit at Old
O.C. Courthouse
has SoCal views
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA
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“OMNIVISION: ART Across Boundaries” is on display at the Old Orange County Courthouse in Santa Ana.

THE EXHIBITION features the work of local artists
inspired by life in Southern California.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos


