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Move into
next tier
to reopen
delayed

The recent rise of COVID-19
cases stalls Orange County’s
hopes to advance to the next
level for at least two weeks.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

Orange County won't be moving into
the next California reopening tier for at
least another two weeks as the average
new daily COVID-19 case rate climbed.

Dr. Clayton Chau, the Orange County
Health Care Agency director, said during
an Orange County Board of Supervisors
meeting on Tuesday that the county was
within the parameters to meet the next
tier last week, but that data now shows
that the county will remain within the
red, “substantial transmission” tier,
which is the second-worst tier in the
state’s reopening guidelines.

The healthcare agency reported Tues-
day that the county’s new adjusted case
rate was 4.4 cases per every 100,000 resi-
dents, though its average testing positiv-
ity rate remained at 3.1%.

To move into the next tier of “moder-
ate transmission,” the county would
have needed to keep its case rate be-

See Tier, page A4

2 elementary
schools in
Laguna Beach
set to reopen

BY ANDREW TURNER

The Laguna Beach Unified School
District plans to reopen its two elemen-
tary schools — El Morro and Top of the
World — for in-person learning on Mon-
day, following board approval.

In a special meeting on Friday, the
board approved a return to the class-
room for transitional kindergarten to
fifth-grade students by a 4-1 vote. Board
Clerk Carol Normandin was the lone
dissenter, citing concerns over a need
for coronavirus testing before students
and staff return to campus.

The pandemic forced the elementary
schools to close in March.

“Staff have been offered two opportu-
nities for testing so far in early Septem-

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
DANIELLE HODGE, left, takes a picture of her daughter, Isla, 6, and her first-grade teacher, Shari Gaeta, during the first day of in-person
learning at Mariners Elementary School in Newport Beach on Tuesday. The teachers union has filed for an injunction to halt the reopening.

NMUSD students return to class
as union seeks to halt reopening

BY SARA CARDINE i STUDENTS
AND LILLY NGUYEN RKREA AND
PARENTS
The scene at Newport Beach’s Mariners . walk to Rea
Elementary School Tuesday had all the rlementarv Elementary
makings of a homecoming — bundles of - School in
red, white and blue balloons at the school’s Costa Mesa
front gate greeted onlookers while a banner on Tuesday
reading “Welcome” flapped in the breeze. morning as
Students lined up on the blacktop, hands the campus
tightly clutching backpack straps, faces has
bearing masks of many patterns as they reopened
waved to waiting parents on the other side for fall
of the gate. After just one half-day of classes.
school, their first time on campus since
March, they were bursting with energy.
“Nash!” 4-year-old Emery Downing
called out to her older brother from behind
a shiny, scaled mermaid mask. Kevin Chang
Staff
See Return, page A3 Photographer

Some, not all, of Costa Mesa's 15 candidates
for City Council, mayor square off in forum

See Laguna, page A2
BY SARA CARDINE
With Costa Mesa City Hall
closed to the public — and no
in-person candidate forums
ALSO FROM THE planned before the Nov. 3 elec-
tion — a handful of hopefuls
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shared their views before a vir-
tual audience in a Sept. 23 can-
didates forum held via Face-
book.

The event was hosted by
“Costa Mesa Public Square,” a
Facebook group that encour-
ages conversations on citywide
issues that occasionally trigger
political debates. In the span of
about 90 minutes, more than
1,800 visitors tuned in to the
livestreamed discussion.

Group administrator Julie
Mercurio said organizers ex-
tended an invitation to all 15

Screenshot by Sara Cardine

COSTA MESA City Council candidates share views in a Sept. 23
Facebook forum held by the group “Costa Mesa Public Square.”

candidates who have been
qualified to run for the office of
mayor and three open seats on
the City Council.

“I told them it wasn’t going to
be a ‘gotcha’ moment, that
we'e just here so you can share
your platforms and your views,”

Mercurio said Monday, explain-
ing the page moderators’ desire
to create a public forum in the
absence of traditional events.

Despite assurances of an
even playing field, only eight
contenders participated.

Mayoral candidates included
contender Quentin “Q” Pullen,
current Councilwoman Sandy
Genis and Wendy Leece, who
served on the council from
2006 to 2014. Mayoral challeng-
er Al Melone initially joined in
via audio but later blinked out,
due to apparent computer is-
sues.

They were joined by Jason
Komala (District 1), Gary Parkin
(District 2) and Jeff Pettis and
Lee Ramos, both running for a

See Council, page A2

Costa Mesa ‘multipreneur’ Kara Dui

BY MATT SZABO

Costa Mesa resident Kara Duffy
calls herself a “multipreneur,”
someone who is able to juggle
several projects at once.

What that has meant during the
coronavirus pandemic is that
Duffy, an entrepreneur, business
consultant and coach, has not
had a lack of things to do.

“When people are talking about
being bored during COVID, I tell
them they can call me and I will
happily outsource some of my
work,” Duffy said with a laugh.

Duffy, 38, has continued to use
the resources available to her to
help her clients. During the quar-
antine, she offered free business
Q&A sessions on Monday morn-
ings. She also still hosts her
weekly podcast, interviewing fe-
male leaders through the Power-

ful Ladies community that she
founded six years ago.

“These are women who are not
only chefs or artists or entrepre-
neurs, but they care about mak-
ing an impact,” she said. “They
want to pay it forward. They're
doing work in areas that matter to
them. I'm not partial to where
they are on the political spec-
trum, but are they doing more
and are they taking an extra step?
That'’s been a really incredible ex-
perience.”

Duffy was used to Zoom before
the pandemic, as she said more
than half of her clients are outside
of California. So after the death of
George Floyd in May, she also
quickly launched a free Zoom se-
ries — “A Powerful Conversation
About America.” Her sister, Jor-
dan, a Los Angeles-based audio
engineer, has aided in that.

The first topic of the Powerful
Conversation series is racism, and
the third event is set for Friday.
Registration is available online.

“I'just said, ‘I can’t be the owner
of Powerful Ladies and I can’t run
a business called Powerful Ladies
if we're not going to be powerful
about every situation that's hap-
pening,’ ” Kara Duffy said. “So I
called up some of the [powerful]
women I know who are women of
color, and I said, “We need to talk
about this.” Obviously, I'm [white
and] privileged up the wazoo, so I
can't be the authority, but I can
make a space for other people to
share their ideas and open dia-
logue.”

Dufty, who has a bachelor’s de-
gree and MBA in marketing and
entrepreneurship from Clark Uni-

Ty thriving by keeping busy

v

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

COSTA MESA resident Kara Duffy is a "multipreneur,’ business

See Duffy, page A4

coach and founder of "The Powerful Ladies" online community.
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winter in Lag

BY LILLY NGUYEN

As with most events this
year that have shifted gears
in light of the COVID-19
pandemic, city-sponsored
events in Laguna Beach for
the rest of the year will look
a little different.

So will the Promenade on
Forest.

Instead of its typical holi-
day celebrations with Hos-
pitality Night or the annual
trick-or-treat at the Com-
munity and Susi Q Senior
Center, the city will hold
two seasonal festivals on
lower  Forest  Avenue,
dubbed the “Fall Festival at
the Promenade” and “Holi-
days at the Promenade.”
The festivals will run from
Oct. 5 to Nov. 29 and
Nov. 30 to Jan. 3, respec-
tively.

Plans for the festivals
were unanimously ap-
proved by the City Council
on Sept. 22. The city had to
cancel its annual fireworks
show earlier this year be-
cause of COVID-19.

As part of the fall festival,
the Promenade on Forest

will be decorated with hay
bales, flowers and pump-
kins. Other fixtures will in-
clude a “Thanksgiving
Thankful Wall,” where peo-
ple will be able to write
what theyre thankful for
this year, and an area to
drop off letters to be sent to
active service members.

The festival will start with
a pumpkin-carving contest.

Participants will carve
their pumpkins at home
before bringing them to the
Susi Q, where they will be
judged. Chosen pumpkins
will be displayed at the
promenade throughout the
festival.

Adam Gufarotti, a senior
public works analyst, said
the city would partner with
the city’s chamber of com-
merce to encourage busi-
nesses to develop special
fall merchandise and menu
specials.

The winter festival will
include a virtual Santa
Claus, where children will
be able to talk directly to
the jolly gift-giver. The
dates of his online appear-
ance will be announced lat-
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MIRANDA COX, right, greets a young cookie decorator at Hospitality Night in 2019.

Seasonal celebrations
scheduled this fall and

1na Beach

er. The festival will offer a
place for children to drop
off letters to Santa, and the
mayor will assist in answer-
ing them on his behalf.

There will also be a
Christmas tree that resi-
dents will be able to deco-
rate and a tree-lighting cer-
emony on Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.

“Santa will be coming to
town,” Gufarotti joked, add-
ing that Mr. Claus would be
traveling around the city in
a marine safety Jeep and
that there would also be a
menorah at the promenade
to mark Hanukkah.

The festival will also in-
clude the city’s first win-
dow-decorating  contest,
which will be open to all
businesses.

City staff said event or-
ganizers for the Laguna
Beach Rotary Club’s annual
Classic Car Show canceled
the event this year, and
plans for the city’s Patriot’s
Day parade in March will
be revisited in December,
pending state guidance.

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Truck crash in Westminster closes
405 Freeway for about three hours

A section of the 405
Freeway was closed for
hours Monday morning
after a truck crashed into
wooden supports under
the Bolsa Chica bridge in
Westminster,  California
Highway Patrol spokes-
man Duane Graham said.

The truck had a tractor
trailer carrying a forklift,
Graham said, and was go-
ing north on the freeway at
about 7:30 a.m. when the

forklift collided with the
Bolsa Avenue overcrossing.
The bridge is currently
under construction.

“There was some dam-
age caused, so therefore
[there was] full freeway
closure on the north-
bound side for a couple of
hours,” Graham said.
“They had to close every-
thing for them to make it
safe.”

The northbound free-

way was closed at Beach
Boulevard in Huntington
Beach and reopened by
11a.m. No injuries were
reported, Graham said.
The Bolsa Avenue bridge
is one of several being
widened or replaced as
part of the Orange County
Transportation Authority’s
1-405 Improvement Proj-
ect, which is expected to
be completed in 2023.
— Matt Szabo

LAGUNA

Continued from page Al

ber,” District Deputy Supt.
Leisa Winston said in an
email. “Laguna Beach Uni-
fied School District will
hold another two dates for
staff testing on Oct. 7 and
8. The district cannot
make testing mandatory
but does encourage staff to
participate.

“At the time of the meet-
ing, it was unclear as to
whether or not the dis-
trict's testing contractor
would have availability to
test students in the week
before school resumes for
in-person learning. We
have since confirmed their
availability, and students
who are returning to
school at both the elemen-
tary level and those in the
self-contained programs
that are scheduled to re-
turn to school beginning
Oct. 5, will be provided
with an option for testing
this Thursday, Oct. 1.”

With  the  district’s
planned staggered starts,
transitional kindergarten
through second-grade stu-
dents would begin hybrid
learning on Monday or
Tuesday, and third- to
fifth-grade students would
come back to campus on
Wednesday or Thursday.
Elementary students
would remain with their
cohorts, and all elementa-
ry students would partici-
pate in distance learning

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
THE PLAYGROUND area at Top of the World school in Laguna Beach in 2017.

on Fridays.

Winston added that
desk shields have been or-
dered for every elementary
school student.

As Orange County tran-
sitioned into the second,
red tier labeled “substan-
tial transmission” and was
able to maintain that stat-
us for two weeks, county
schools have been allowed
to reopen physically.

Previously, the district
applied for an elementary
school waiver for El Morro
and Top of the World. Its
application was approved
by the state on Sept. 16.
Data available on the Or-
ange County Health Care
Agency website indicates
the district waiver would
affect 915 students in 39
classes in the event county
schools close again.

The Laguna Beach
school district entered the
academic year with a play-
book that called for a
three-phased  reopening
plan. Regarding middle
schools and high schools,
the board does not look to
be prepared to deviate
from its plan to keep sec-
ondary schools in virtual
academy through the first
trimester.

Winston said that the
board will discuss the re-
opening of secondary
schools in its scheduled
meeting on Oct. 22, but
based on current decision-
making, those students
would project to return to
the classroom on Nov. 23.

The board had sought
the opinion of secondary
school students through a
survey. Nearly 60% of the
279  Thurston Middle
School students that an-
swered said they wanted to
reopen shortly after the
county could do so. Con-
versely, 54% of the 489 stu-
dents to respond from La-
guna Beach High School
said they would want to
continue distance learning
until the end of the first tri-
mester.

The county had been on
pace to advance into the
third, orange tier of “mod-
erate transmission” on
Tuesday. The county will
remain in the more-re-
strictive red tier this week
after a rise in the new
cases it is seeing per day.

For a county to make the
orange tier, it must main-
tain an average of between
one and 3.9 new daily
cases per 100,000 residents
and a testing positivity rate
of between 2% and 4.9%.

The county maintained
its 3.1% testing positivity
rate from the weekend, but
the daily new cases per
100,000 residents rose to
4.4, a number that stood at
3.6 as of Monday. Those
are seven-day averages
with a seven-day lag.

If a county’s reopening
metrics sit in two different
tiers, it will be assigned to
the more restrictive tier.

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

COUNCIL
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seat
trict 6.

Notably absent from the
discussion were Mayor
Katrina Foley, who seeks a
second mayoral term, and
Mayor Pro Tem John
Stephens, running against
Komala and contender
Don Harper in the Dis-
trict 1 race.

Foley did not comment
Monday on why she de-
clined to appear in the fo-
rum. Stephens said the
Facebook group is not al-
ways civil and that he left
the group years ago after
commenters made dispar-
aging remarks about his
daughter.

“I quit the page. I just
deleted it and I've never
gone back,” he said. “So,
when I was invited to
come to the Public Square,
for various reasons I said I
wasn't going to do it.”

Other no-shows in-
cluded Don Harper from
District 1, Ben Chapman
and Loren Gameros in
District 2 and Hengameh
Abraham and Jeffrey Har-
lan in District 6.

Those who attended
shared introductory re-
marks before diving into a
round-robin-style  Q&A
discussion  covering a
breadth of civic issues, in-
cluding city finances,
homelessness and crime,
among others.

Moderator David Snyder
asked candidates how
they'd help Costa Mesa re-
cover from sales tax reve-
nue losses sustained as
more customers shop on-
line — Leece recom-
mended the city might

representing  Dis-

look to bolster revenue
from tourism and confer-
ences, while Genis said
she was for more belt-
tightening and smart ac-
counting to realize more
savings.

Pullen suggested the
city might look at passage
of a ballot measure that
would allow for retail mar-
jjuana sales and delivery
as a new revenue source,
and also ponder bringing
new attractions and family
fun centers to town.

Asked how they would
address homelessness,
Parkin, a veteran, said it
was crucial to get tougher
with policing when crimes
were committed but to
also help individuals seek
drug treatment and men-
tal health counseling to
address the underlying
causes of homelessness.

Ramos said homeless-
ness was a problem the
city chooses to have by not
doing enough to take ad-
vantage of agencies that
already exist, while Ko-
mala said a one-size-fits-
all approach would not
work. “Everybody is an in-
dividual and has individu-
al challenges,” he said.
“We need to connect with
them first, then we need to
provide the resources.”

Candidates largely sup-
ported Measure Y — a
2016 growth-control initia-
tive requiring voter ap-
proval of projects exceed-
ing certain zoning and im-
pact thresholds. Leece,
who gathered signatures
to place Y on the ballot,
said it was important for
residents to weigh in on
developments that could
affect city services and in-
frastructure.

But when it came to

positing how the city
might meet a projected
Regional Housing Needs
Allocation (RHNA) from
the state calling on offi-
cials to zone for 11,727
residential units, opinions
varied.

Pullen said he was torn
between the obvious need
for more housing options
in the city and the poten-
tial negative impacts the
project may have on traf-
fic. Pettis suggested Costa
Mesa challenge the “ridic-
ulously unattainable” allo-
cation.

“If we got together with
Newport, Huntington,
Santa Ana as a group and
said, ‘Hey listen, guys, this
is not going to happen’ —
there would be power in
numbers in rebutting
that,” he said.

Genis agreed, saying if
other cities got their allo-
cations cut, a surplus
might go to Costa Mesa.

“We need to save our
R-1 neighborhoods,” she
said. “There’s stuff coming
out of Sacramento con-
stantly, and it seems like
our council majority is
only too willing to bend to
that.”

Mercurio said the re-
sponse to last week’s event
was so positive, “Costa
Mesa Public Square” is
planning a second council
forum on Oct. 14 at
6:30 p.m.

Another, for utility can-
didates running for Mesa
Water District, Costa Mesa
Sanitary District and Mu-
nicipal Water District of
Orange County is sched-
uled for Oct. 13 at
6:30 p.m.

saracardine@latimescom
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Nash Downing, 6, who
wore a shark mask, waved
back through the gate.

Culminating months of
planning and conversations
about safety, readiness and
the implementation of co-
ronavirus precautions,
Newport-Mesa Unified
School District elementary
schools on Tuesday wel-
comed 3,500 students in
transitional ~ kindergarten
through second grade back
to the classroom in half-day
sessions.

Many Newport-Mesa
parents and teachers have
expressed fears about chil-
dren and staff returning to
campuses during a pan-
demic.

And, while  Orange
County has recently experi-
enced a lull in new cases
and deaths, a recent spike
this week has caused state
officials to hold off on loos-
ening restrictions further.

Orange County Health
Care Agency officials re-
ported Tuesday 109 new
cases and 33 deaths, the
highest daily death rate re-
ported, amounting to
53,557 cases and 1,249 fa-
talities.

Still, for Mariners Ele-
mentary mom Alicia Down-
ing — Nash and Emery’s
mom — the decision to re-
turn was an easy one.

“It was really hard, at
their age, to focus online for
long periods of time,”
Downing said of the rigors
and isolation of distance
learning. “Bringing them
back, having other kids and
having a teacher that knows
what she’s doing really
made us decide to bring
them in for in-person
[classes].”

According to initial re-
ports from the district, the
transition to in-person
learning seemed to go
smoothly and without inci-
dent across 22 elementary
campuses.

But members of the
Newport-Mesa Federation
of Teachers, still negotiating
with the district over how
hybrid in-person learning
will operate, maintain it's
unsafe to reopen schools
when so much remains to
be worked out.

On Sept. 23, the union is-
sued a cease and desist let-
ter to the district calling for
the halt of its “unilateral
implementation of new in-
structional models” and
claiming leaders engaged in
an unfair labor practice
when they predetermined
three elementary school
teacher preparation days
without an agreement.

“The district’s failure to
provide NMFT with suffi-
cient notice on these deci-
sions has deprived us of
any meaningful opportuni-
ty to negotiate for the safety
and the well-being of our
unit members,” the letter
read. “We demand that he
district provide the re-
quested information and
maintain the status quo on
instructional schedules un-
tili we have reached an
agreement.”

NMFT President Tamara
Fairbanks said Monday the
organization had filed for
an injunction through the
California Public Employ-
ment Relations Board to
halt the reopening. A ruling
in the teachers’” favor could
potentially result in the dis-
trict's having to re-close
campuses.

“It's concerning our dis-
trict would ignore the nego-
tiations process and start
anyway,” Fairbanks said.
“Our goal is to delay the
school reopening until
everything is in place.”

NMUSD spokeswoman
Annette Franco said earlier
this week she could not
comment on matters re-
garding the union, but indi-
cated negotiations were on-
going. On Tuesday, she de-
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PARENTS WALK their children to Rea Elementary School in Costa Mesa on Tuesday morning as the campus reopened for in-person instruction.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

OLIVIA BYER, left, 5, hugs her brother, Nolan, 2, as their
mom, Meredith, looks on during the first day of in-person
learning at Mariners Elementary School on Tuesday.

scribed the reopening plan
as even more cautious than
what state guidelines are al-
lowing.

The district will take a
staggered approach to re-
turning some 17,500 stu-
dents to schools in Costa
Mesa and Newport Beach
one full week after Orange
County got the green light
to reopen TK-12 schools on
a modified basis.

Tuesday saw the return of
lower grade classes with
smaller student groups split
into morning and after-
noon cohorts, as well as
special education students
districtwide. Third- through
sixth-grade students are an-
ticipated to return Thurs-
day, with middle and high

school students coming
back Oct. 12.
About 2,000 students
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enrolled in a 100% virtual
Cloud Campus will stay
there through the school
year.

Sabrina Ericastilla, a sec-
ond-grade teacher at Har-
bor View Elementary
School, said the first day
back was a success. With
the precautions in place,
students did better than ex-
pected.

“We were all a little nerv-
ous about little kids not be-
ing able to pull it off, but it
was fine,” Ericastilla said.
“They wore their masks.
They kept their distance.
And they were so happy.
They were so pleased to
kind of be back of some
form of getting close to nor-
malcy.”

Reopening is also a life-
line for parents like Mari-
ners Elementary mom
Katie Holst, who waited to
pick up her 5-year-old son,
Emerson, from his kinder-
garten class Tuesday.

“I work full time, so try-
ing to work full time, take
care of my other two kids
and do Zoom four times a
day sometimes was near
impossible,” she said. “My
work productivity was suf-
fering a little bit and just
trying to manage it all was
nearly impossible to do it
all.”

To help families prepare
for the new rules of on-
campus learning during a
pandemic, school princi-
pals have been busy hold-
ing meetings and answer-
ing questions from parents
and staff.

“There’s been an incred-
ible amount of preparing
and communicating to
teachers, students and par-
ents — it’s been busy,” said
Duane Cox, principal of Rea
Elementary School in Costa
Mesa. “I'm just thrilled for
my students to be back.”

On Tuesday morning,
Rea Elementary mom Karla

Mora grabbed cellphone
pictures of her 4-year-old
son, Kayden, outside before
securing his face mask and
walking him to the transi-
tional kindergarten entry
gate.

“I'm very happy but a lit-
tle nostalgic — he’s never
been away from me,” Mora
said in Spanish translated
by Franco. “It’s a big step for
him. He was very happy to
come to school, even
though he seemed a little
anxious to be away from
me.”

While she understood
parents’ concerns about re-
opening, Mora said she
trusted her school’s readi-
ness.

“‘'m at ease, because I
think this is the best they
can do,” she said. “I'm very
hopeful all will work out
well.”

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

“The
is kind and

staff

“THE STAFF TRULY CARES

“All the workers here treat

thoughtful.”
ABOUT THE RESIDENTS.”

my mom great? » “All the

employees go above and beyond.” « “The staff is
always ready to talk and listen.” « “The staff is
truly caring and always smiling.” - “we can

be assured that the staff does the best they can on every level.” s
“THE EMPLOYEES KNOW ALL THE RESIDENTS BY NAME
AND TREAT ALL WITH RESPECT.” » “| am so grateful
for the peace of mind | have because of Atria and

their staff.” “The staff has always been very

caring, thoughtful, understanding

and c

Kind words go a long way. As Atria employees work harder than
ever to help the people we serve experience peace of mind,

residents and families are reaching out to share their appreciation.

Thank you, Team Atria, for every thoughtful, heroic, caring,
above-and-beyond thing you do, every day, to inspire such
heartfelt gratitude.

Learn more about how Atria is helping residents stay safe,
connected and engaged during the COVID-19 pandemic
at AtriaSafelogether.com.

NOW WELCOMING NEW RESIDENTS
Sign a lease by November 30 and enjoy

your first month at Atria rent-free.

Schedule a virtual tour at
AtriaSeniorLiving.com/OrangeCounty.

NEWPORT BEACH - Coming Soon | LAGUNA NIGUEL
MISSION VIEJO | SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO | IRVINE

. SENIOR LIVING

*Residency agreement and terms apply. Valid for new residents who sign a lease by November 30, 2020.
See Community Sales Director for complete details. Offer expires November 30, 2020.
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Tyler Padua of Huntington
Beach High commits to UC
Irvine for men's water polo

BY MATT SZABO

Tyler Padua is aware of
the talent that the Hunting-
ton Beach High boys’ water
polo team brings back this
year, after an appearance in
the CIF Southern Section
Division 1 semifinals last
year.

Paduas backhand goal
gave the Oilers a one-goal
lead over eventual champi-
on Studio City Harvard-
Westlake late in the third
quarter of that semifinal
match. They weren't able to
hold the lead in a 10-7 loss,
and they also lost to the
Wolverines in the semifin-
als of the CIF State South-
ern California Regional Di-
vision I playoffs. Still, they
served notice that they
were a team on the rise.

“This year, it'’s all out for
us,” Padua said. “We really
want that title. When was
the last time you saw a
public school win the Divi-
sion 1 championship?”

The answer is El Toro in
2009, when Padua, now a
senior center for the Oilers,
was just 6 years old.

Regardless of a possible

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service

TR §‘:g\\

y 28
Courtesy of Tyler Padua

HUNTINGTON BEACH
High School senior Tyler
Padua is staying close to
home, and will play college
water polo at UC Irvine.

big finish to his high school
career, Padua recently also
made plans for his future.
He has verbally committed
to play men’s water polo at
UC Irvine, he said Tuesday.

Padua becomes the sec-
ond player from the Oilers’
class of 2021 to commit,
joining left-hander Ethan
Crooks (UCLA).

Padua said he chose UC
Irvine over Air Force and
Loyola Marymount Uni-
versity.

“With the whole global
pandemic going on, I really
wanted to stay kind of close
to home,” he said. “The wa-
ter polo program there is

great, which I plan on at-
tending. Everything about
that school, I just love.”

The Anteaters, coached
by Marc Hunt, have other
local talent on their roster.
Huntington Beach graduate
Jacob Pyle is a freshman
goalkeeper for UCI, while
Newport Harbor alumnus
Jake Liechty is a sophomore
attacker.

Padua, who is young for
his grade as he just turned
17 in August, hopes to help
Huntington Beach earn a
ring this year. Coach Sasa
Branisavljevic’s Oilers will
have to replace Pyle in goal,
but they return other top
talent if the season starts in
December as scheduled.

Attacker Chase Dodd and
defenders Ryan Elkhouri
and Graham Cope are other
top rising seniors for Hunt-
ington Beach, which has
made one CIF final in pro-
gram history, in 2016.

“The expectation level
this year is very high,” Pad-
ua said. “Last year, I think
the bar was at 100%, we
needed to leave everything
out there. This year, I think
honestly we've raised the
bar from that. Now we're at
110% ... Sasa is just a phe-
nomenal coach, and I think
we really have a good shot
this year.”

714-222-3055
‘Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

phenomenal,
their business school is

too. Also,

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mijszabo

MARKETPLACE

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices | Legal Notices

T.5. No.: CDS20-10312 APN: 048-211-39 Property
Address: 1700 E. Ocean Blvd, Newport Beach, CA
92661 NOTICE OF TRUSTEE'S SALE YOU ARE IN
DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 8/8/2018.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR
PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE.IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT
A LAWYER. A public auction sale to the highest
bidder for cash, cashier's check drawn on a state or
national bank, check drawn by a state or federal
credit union, or a check drawn by a state or federal
savings and loan association, or savings association,
or savings bank specified in Section 5102 of the
Financial Code and authorized to do business in this
state will be held by the duly appointed trustee as
shown below, of all right, title, and interest conveyed
to and now held by the trustee in the hereinafter
described property under and pursuant to a Deed of
Trust described below. The sale will be made, but
without covenant or warranty, expressed or implied,
regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay
the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by
the Deed of Trust, with interest and late charges
thereon, as provided in the note(s), advances, under
the terms of the Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees,
charges and expenses of the Trustee for the total
amount (at the time of the initial publication of the
Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to be set forth
below. The amount may be greater on the day of sale.
Trustor: Stonewood Homes, LLC,, a California Limited
Liability Company Duly Appointed Trustee:
Commercial Default Services, LLC. Recorded
8/13/2018 as Instrument No. 2018000295291 of
Official Records in the office of the Recorder of
Orange County, California, Date of Sale: 10/14/2020
at 1:30 PM Place of Sale: At the north front entrance
to the county courthouse at 700 Civic Center Drive
West, Santa Ana, CA 92701 The total amount of the
unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the
property to be sold and reasonably estimated costs,
expenses, advances at the time of the initial
publication of the notice is $2,900,593.33 Street
Address or other common designation of real
property: 1700 E. Ocean Blvd Newport Beach, CA
92661 AP.N.: 048-211-39 The undersigned Trustee
disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the
street address or other common designation, if any,
shown above. If no street address or other common
designation is shown, directions to the location of
the property may be obtained by sending a written
request to the beneficiary within 10 days of the date
of first publication of this Notice of Sale. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding
on this property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than one mortgage
or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this
notice of sale may be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (916) 939-0772 or visit this
Internet Web site www.nationwideposting.com,
using the file number assigned to this case CDS20-
10312. Information about postponements that are
very short in duration or that occur close in time to
the scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected
in the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale. Date:
9/16/2020 Commercial Default Services, LLC. 4665
MacArthur  Court, Suite 200 Newport Beach,
California 92660 Sale Line: (916) 939-0772 Cheryl L
Mondragon, Assistant Secretary NPP0371490 To:
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED WITH
DAILY PILOT 09/23/2020, 09/30/2020, 10/07/2020

GARAGE SALES
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Real Estate Services

Relocating to Atlanta
or Greenville?

Our real estate team,
Arbor Properties Group,
is committed to helping
you find the right home

in the area. Reach out
today to hear about our
newest listings. Visit our
website @ arborpgroup.
com or contact us @859-

240-0824/alexnesta@
arborpgroup.com

Employment

Security Solution Archi-
tect (mult positions, vari-
ous unanticipated work
sites). Eval Bus strategies
& determine sec regs.
Conduct sys sec & vulner-
ability analysis. Design,
arch, impl & integrate
IAM sols in Ig scale corp
environ. Verify sols by de-
velop + impl test scripts.
Monitor environ, iden-
tify gaps, eval & impl en-
hancements. Prepare sys
sec reports. This position
requires the U.S. equiv
of a MS degree in Comp
Sci, Comp Security, or
Comp Eng, or BS degree
in Comp Sci, Comp Secu-
rity, or Comp Eng plus 5
yrs prog exp in the field
of integrating sec & IAM
prods in mid-lg enterpris-
es. Knowledge of & prof in
IBM Security suites: ISIM
(ITIM), ISAM, TDS, DB2,
ISDI (ITDI) + IFIM; Active
Directory, LDAP, Single
SignOn, SAML, Open ID,
Oauth, Multi factor auth,
Ping Federate, SiteMind-
er, Okta, Sailpoint & SDLC
process are reqd as well
as ITIL & PMP certifica-
tions. Submit resume to
DHR@calance.com (Part-
ners Information Tech-
nology Inc. dba Calance).
Ref#VB0920.

Garage and
Yard Sales

10th Annual Neighborhood
Garage Sale
10th Year! Antiques, toy’s,
collectibles, furniture,
clothes, tools & MORE.
For a map to help you
find those treasures
you're looking for go to:
https://www.facebook.
com/DarleneStinsonReal-
tor. Sat. Oct 3, 2020 from
8a-2p but many open
earlier/stay open later.
3107 Killybrooke Ln.

Employment

TECHNOLOGY
Business Systems Ap-
plication Development
Analyst
(mult openings, var
unanticipated work
sites). Define & impl
business sols based
on admin & functional
reqgs. Design, build, test,
impl + supp SAP proj
life cycles. Optimize SAP
function & automation,
create app specific de-
signs & manage design
dependencies. Design
data modelling + map-
pings, sys integrations
& interfaces. BS (will
accept a bachelor’s equiv
prepared & determined
by a qual eval service) in
Bus Admin, Comp Info
Sys, Info Sys or sim + 5
yrs prog exp in the field
of SAP PLM. Knowledge
of & prof in: S/4 HANA,
PP, MM, PP-PI, MES,
MDG, QM, WH, ABAP,
Pl, Export Control, Ent
Portal, Oracle & SQL Svr.
NetWeaver certifica-
tion required. Submit
resume to DHR@calance.
com (Partners Informa-
tion Technology Inc. dba
Calance). Ref# MS0920.

FIND
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FOUNTAIN VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

NOTICE OF CONSIDERATION OF
DEDICATION OF A UTILITY EASEMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of
Trustees of the Fountain Valley School District
(“District™), at its regular board meeting to be held on
October 8, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. will consider dedicating
non-exclusive easements to Southern California Edison
for the operation of electrical supply and
communications systems upon a portion of the
District’s property located between El Corazon Avenue
and Brookhurst Street. This public hearing will be held
online and therefore, anyone interested in submitting a
public comment may do so by contacting the District’s
contact below.

Questions and/or comments should be directed to

Christine Fullerton,

Assistant Superintendent, Business Services
Fountain Valley School District

10055 Slater Avenue

Fountain Valley, CA 92708

(714) 843-3200

Email: fullertonc@fvsd.us

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

Please enter only if you
are feeling hoalthy
MRS T,

Wi

Wear face coverings at alltimes
RGN

Stay 6 feet apart
AIHRT AR AT

Keep to the right
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Use our hand sanitizer often
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Continued from page Al

tween one and 3.9 cases
and its testing positivity
rate between 2% and 4.9%
for two consecutive weeks.

The county was first
placed in the “substantial
transmission”  tier  on
Sept. 8.

Counties are required to
stay within their tier for a
minimum of three weeks
before moving into the
next.

“We did have a few days
of uptick in numbers.
Small, but significant to af-
fect our tier system and
those numbers, we be-
lieve, is the effect of the
Labor Day weekend,”
Chau said.

“We did have a couple
days of high numbers for
the week of Sept. 13 to 19,
and that’s what kept our
numbers to be in the red
tier this week.”

Moving into the next tier
would have meant that
shopping centers like
South Coast Plaza in Costa
Mesa and Fashion Island
in Newport Beach could
reopen at full capacity,
though it would have had
to close all common areas
and reduce capacity at
food courts.

Places of worship, movie
theaters and restaurants
could have been open for
indoor operations at 50%
capacity or 200 people,

Photos by Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

A SHOPPER pushes a stroller past a store in South Coast Plaza in Costa Mesa on

Monday. If the county moved into the state’s next reopening tier, shopping centers
like South Coast would have been able to open at full capacity, but would have had
to close common areas and limit capacity at food courts.

whichever number was

fewer.
Museums, zoos and
aquariums could have

been open for indoor at
50% capacity and gyms
and fitness centers, in-
cluding those at hotels,
would be able to open at
25% capacity.

It would have also
meant that wineries would
be able to reopen indoors
at 25% capacity or 100
people, whichever number
was fewer, and bars, brew-
eries and distilleries where
food is not served would
be able to reopen out-
doors. They are currently
unable to operate.

Just a day after reporting
no deaths, the county
agency also reported a
new high of 33 deaths on
Tuesday, reaching a total
of 1,249 COVID-19 deaths
in Orange County. Another
109 cases were also re-
ported. The total number
of cases are 53,557.

This does not include
positive antigen cases,
which is 1,465.

The county agency also
reported that 162 cases are
currently hospitalized and
46 are in intensive care
units.

It estimates about 48,146
cases have recovered.

Here are the latest cu-
mulative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

eSanta Ana: 10,329

cases; 277 deaths

e Anaheim: 9,172 cases;
269 deaths

¢ Huntington Beach:
2,401 cases; 71 deaths

e Costa Mesa:
cases; 31 deaths

e [rvine: 1,683 cases; 13
deaths

e Newport Beach: 1,127
cases; 25 deaths

e Fountain Valley: 509
cases; 17 deaths

elaguna Beach: 225
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

(0 to 17: 3,800 cases;
one death

18 to 24: 8,070 cases;
four deaths

* 25 to 34: 11,543 cases;
18 deaths

* 35 to 44: 8,555 cases;
36 deaths

45 to 54: 8,638 cases;
107 deaths

e 55 to 64: 6,420 cases;
176 deaths

* 65 to 74: 3,215 cases;
255 deaths

*75 to 84: 1,820 cases;
264 deaths

¢85 and older:
cases; 388 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovidl9
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For informa-
tion on getting tested, visit
occovidl9.ochealthinfo
.com/covid-19-testing.

1,808

1,446

lillynguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

SHOPPERS EXIT South Coast Plaza on Monday.

DUFFY
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versity in Massachusetts, is
all about the discussions.
She said she values the
community she has cre-
ated, especially during the
pandemic. As she pointed
out, being an entrepreneur
can be lonely at times.

While the word “pivot”
has been perhaps over-
used during the pan-
demic, Duffy just smiles
when it’s brought up. She
doesn’t mind the word, but
she sees it as the last step
in a four-step process.

“We just need to first
pause, reprioritize what
we're doing, prune and
then pivot,” she said. “We
can't jump to pivoting un-
til we know why. I had to
do that, times 20 for every
client, for my own busi-
nesses. It was constant
working, trying to make
sure that everything was
staying afloat.

“I don’t remember who
said it, but what’s really
stuck with me for this
whole experience is that
everyone’s freaking out
about the life they used to
have. But what if you
didn't even want it? How
do you get to reinvent
whatever you want to be
or be doing? It’s a great ex-
cuse right now to throw
everything out the window
that didn't suit you before.”

Duffy’s approach seems
to be working for her cli-
ents. One of them is Nancy
Eaton, a Newport Beach
resident who is a Marie
Kondo organizational con-
sultant. The coronavirus
also changed that occupa-
tion in March, since Eaton
wasn't comfortable going
into people’s homes after
that. But Duffy has been
working with her on other
aspects of her Inspired
Living business, like mar-
keting and photos.

“The world’s your oyster,
as far as Kara is con-
cerned,” Eaton said. “Any-
thing you want to do,
whatever youre passion-
ate about, we make it hap-
pen.

“It's great [the co-
ronavirus] wasnt like a
problem. It was more of an
opportunity, to take ad-
vantage of the things that
you need to get done or
new markets or ways of
doing your business. I
know a lot of her clients
from being online in Zoom
calls with a lot of them,
and  everybody’s just
pumped and ready to go.
Nobody’s sitting around
going, ‘Oh my God, I'm dy-
ing.”

Duffy’s message during
COVID-19 is one of per-
severance and community.
She said she has another
business she’s planning to
launch soon, though she
declined to give details.

“I just said, ‘I
can’t be the
owner of
Powerful
Ladies and I
can’t run a
business called
Powerful
Ladies if we’re
not going to be
powerful about
every situation
that’s
happening,’ ”

— Kara Duffy

“Who can you be
around that’s going to help
you get to that next step,
keep you motivated, keep
you inspired?” she said. “If
you're left to your own de-
vices, it’s so easy to give up
way earlier than you need
to. So often, the thing you
need, the one thing that’s
missing, somebody has it.
They say that one person’s
trash is another person’s
treasure. One person’s
breakdown is somebody
else’s obvious answer and
solution.”

matthew.szabo@
latimes.com
Twitter: @mijszabo



