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Authorities have identified a man in his
30s and a woman in her 70s as the two who
died in what police were investigating as a
murder-suicide at UC Irvine on Tuesday.

Andrew Nguyen Doan, 36, was described
as a suspect in the case, Orange County
Sheriff’s Sgt. Scott Steinle said. The victim
was 77-year-old Thao Thi Nguyen.

They were found deceased along the 200
block of Pereira Drive, between the campus’
social sciences buildings, at about 4 p.m.
Tuesday. No weapon was found at the scene,
and authorities had not publicly confirmed
their causes of death as of Wednesday after-
noon, Irvine Police Sgt. Karie Davies said.

The man and woman were blood relatives
and shared a home in Irvine, Davies said.
Police had been summoned to their resi-
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POLICE INVESTIGATE the scene of an apparent murder-suicide at the Social Sciences Plaza at the University of California Irvine on Tuesday.
Authorities have identified a man in his 30s and a woman in her 70s as the two who died.

Suspect and victim ID’d
in murder-suicide at UCI
Police had been summoned to
the home of a man and woman
on multiple occasions but did
not immediately go into detail
about the nature of those calls.

Eric Licas

“MAY YOUR soul rest in peace,” reads a note on an origami crane left outside of the Social
Sciences buildings at UCI, near where a man and woman were found dead Tuesday.

BY ERIC LICAS

See UCI, page A3

Outgoing Newport Beach City
Council members gave teary
goodbyes to colleagues, staff and
city residents as they stepped
down Tuesday during the coun-
cil’s annual reorganization, mak-
ing room for the newest class of
council members fresh off the
heels of this year’s midterm elec-
tions.

New council members Joe Sta-
pleton, Erik Weigand, Robyn
Grant and Lauren Kleiman were
sworn into office on Tuesday and,
in a unanimous vote, Noah Blom
and Will O'Neill were named the
mayor and mayor pro tem, re-
spectively, for the coming year.

Outgoing Councilman Marshall
“Duffy” Duffield, who was first
elected in 2014 and was mayor in
2018, thanked his family mem-
bers for their support over the
past eight years.

“The vote in the kitchen when I
said, ‘Should I [run for office]?’
was steadfastly ‘no’ all across the
board. Every one of them said
‘no,’ and I wanted to say ‘no,’ but
others were pretty convincing,”
Duffield recalled. “It hasn’t been
easy. Politics can be brutal, but
[my wife] Terry persevered

See Dais, page A3

Blom,
O'Neill
take lead
roles on
N.B. dais
Mayor, mayor pro tem
selected as new City
Council members are
sworn in, outgoing
members say farewell.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

At the Orange County Superior
Court’s Central Justice Center, a
nearly 7-year-long murder case
came to a conclusion Tuesday
with the sentencing of the Santa
Ana man convicted of the sec-
ond-degree murder of Sarai Al-
caraz in a Newport Beach office
complex in 2015.

Nain Issac Nieto Hernandez,
36, was sentenced to 15 years to
life in state prison by Orange
County Superior Court Judge
Richard King. Hernandez was giv-
en the maximum sentence allow-
able for the crime of second-de-
gree murder in California, of
which he was convicted of in Au-
gust.

Jurors deliberated for only two
days.

“It was a horrible death [Al-
caraz] did not deserve,’’ Senior
Deputy Dist. Atty. Robert Good-
kin said to King before sentenc-
ing.

Prosecutors said Hernandez
murdered Alcaraz, 23, on the
night of Dec. 28, 2015. Hernandez
hired Alcaraz, who was an escort
employed by Cyren Entertain-
ment, to come to an office com-
plex on Campus Drive after see-
ing an advertisement on Back-
page.com.

Hernandez had access to the
building because he was a janitor
there.

Alcaraz came accompanied by
driver Jordan Beltran, who parked

See Murder, page A3

Janitor
given 15
years to
life for
murder
Nain Hernandez was
found guilty in August
of killing Sarai Alcaraz
at a Newport Beach
office complex in 2015.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

Newport-Mesa Unified School
District on Tuesday welcomed
two new board members and the
return of two more reelected to
second terms in a reorganiza-
tional meeting during which a
new board president and vice
president were named.

Incoming trustees Michelle
Murphy and Lisa Pearson, along
with incumbents Michelle Barto

and Ashley Anderson, took their
oaths of office from Orange
County Department of Educa-
tion Supt. Al Mijares during a
swearing-in ceremony.

“The oath which you will be
taking is a sacred oath,” Mijares
said. “Any form of public service
is a high calling, but I think this is
the highest because the work
that you are doing has the high-
est level of authority in the
school district, and this is an
amazing school district.”

Afterward, the panel ap-
pointed Anderson to serve as
board president in a 4-2-1 vote
(with Pearson and Krista

NMUSD swears in new, reelected members
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ASHLEY ANDERSON, left, Lisa Pearson, Michelle Murphy and
Michelle Barto are sworn in to the NMUSD school board Tuesday. SeeMembers, page A2

Incoming trustees took
their oaths of office
from County Supt. Al
Mijares in a swearing-in
ceremony Tuesday.
BY SARA CARDINE

Parents of California Elemen-
tary School in Costa Mesa are
asking administrators to disci-
pline a group of fifth-grade “bul-
lies” they claim repeatedly dis-
rupt learning, harass and intimi-
date students and have caused
teachers to leave their class-
rooms in tears.

Several parents Tuesday spoke
in public comments before the
Newport-Mesa Unified School

District trustees, expressing frus-
tration with a lack of interven-
tion they say has allowed the
same cohort of students, and
their problematic behaviors, to
move from one grade level to the
next.

They described teachers being
unable to complete lessons be-
cause they could no longer toler-
ate in-class disruptions, such as
yelling, cursing and the throwing
of objects. In one case, a fourth-
grade teacher reportedly went on

mental health leave last year be-
cause of the students, who were
not named at Tuesday’s meeting.

Andre Amiri is one of several

Parents say bullies are
tormenting teachers,
kids at one C.M. campus

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

AMARQUEE advertises Spirit Day at California Elementary School,
a campus parents claim is being terrorized by a cohort of bullies.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Campus, page A2
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T.S. No. 105852-CA APN: 440-353-23 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED3/11/2019. UNLESS YOUTAKEACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOUNEED AN EXPLANATIONOF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 1/12/2023 at 12:00
PM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly appointed trustee
under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded
3/25/2019 as Instrument No. 2019000091899 of
Official Records in the office of the County Recorder
of Orange County, State of CALIFORNIA executed by:
ALMA I. WILKES, SUCCESSOR TRUSTEE OF THE ALMA
I. WILKES SURVIVOR'S TRUST DATED MARCH 4, 1993
WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER
FORCASH, CASHIER’S CHECKDRAWNONA STATEOR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR SAVINGS
BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE; At the North front entrance to the County
Courthouse, 700 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana,
CA 92701 all right, title and interest conveyed to and
now held by it under said Deed of Trust in the
property situated in said County and State described
as: MORE FULLYDESCRIBEDON SAIDDEEDOF TRUST
The street address and other common designation, if
any, of the real property described above is
purported to be: 2015 VISTA CAJON, NEWPORT
BEACH, CA 92660 The undersigned Trustee disclaims
any liability for any incorrectness of the street
address and other common designation, if any,
shown herein. Said sale will be held, but without
covenant or warranty, express or implied, regarding
title, possession, condition, or encumbrances,
including fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee
and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to pay
the remaining principal sums of the note(s) secured
by saidDeedof Trust. The total amount of the unpaid
balance of the obligation secured by the property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses
and advances at the time of the initial publication of
the Notice of Sale is: $235,268.18 If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the
successful bidder shall have no further recourse. The
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore
executed and delivered to the undersigned a written
Declaration of Default and Demand for Sale, and a
written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned or its predecessor caused said Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
countywhere the real property is located. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding
on this property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than one mortgage
or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this
notice of sale may be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call 1-866-539-4173 or visit this
Internet Web site WWW.SERVICELINKAUCTION.COM,
using the file number assigned to this case 105852-
CA. Information about postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in
the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO TENANT: Effective January 1, 2021, you may have
a right to purchase this property after the trustee
auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” youmay be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you can call (855) 313-
3319, or visit this internet website
www.clearreconcorp.com, using the file number
assigned to this case 105852-CA to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee.
Second, you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
FOR SALES INFORMATION: 1-866-539-4173 CLEAR
RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive San Diego,
California 92117
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T.S. No. 105469-CA APN: 141-652-67 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED5/11/2021. UNLESS YOUTAKEACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOUNEED AN EXPLANATIONOF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 1/10/2023 at 12:00
PM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly appointed trustee
under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded
5/13/2021 as Instrument No. 2021000319886 of
Official Records in the office of the County Recorder
of Orange County, State of CALIFORNIA executed by:
JOSE FRANCISCO CASARES, A SINGLE MAN WILL
SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR
NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A
STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR SAVINGS
BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL
CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS
STATE; At the North front entrance to the County
Courthouse, 700 Civic Center Drive West, Santa Ana,
CA 92701 all right, title and interest conveyed to and
now held by it under said Deed of Trust in the
property situated in said County and State described
as: MORE FULLYDESCRIBEDON SAIDDEEDOF TRUST
The street address and other common designation, if
any, of the real property described above is
purported to be: 3112 MONROE WAY, COSTA MESA,
CA 92626 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any
liability for any incorrectness of the street address
andother commondesignation, if any, shownherein.
Said sale will be held, but without covenant or
warranty, express or implied, regarding title,
possession, condition, or encumbrances, including
fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to pay the
remaining principal sums of the note(s) secured by
said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid
balance of the obligation secured by the property to
be sold and reasonable estimated costs, expenses
and advances at the time of the initial publication of
the Notice of Sale is: $834,930.66 If the Trustee is
unable to convey title for any reason, the successful
bidder's sole and exclusive remedy shall be the
return of monies paid to the Trustee, and the
successful bidder shall have no further recourse. The
beneficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore
executed and delivered to the undersigned a written
Declaration of Default and Demand for Sale, and a
written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The
undersigned or its predecessor caused said Notice of
Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the
countywhere the real property is located. NOTICE TO
POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding
on this property lien, you should understand that
there are risks involved in bidding at a trustee
auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee
auction does not automatically entitle you to free
and clear ownership of the property. You should also
be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than one mortgage
or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this
notice of sale may be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (800) 758-8052 or visit this
Internet Web site WWW.HOMESEARCH.COM, using
the file number assigned to this case 105469-CA.
Information about postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in
the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO TENANT: Effective January 1, 2021, you may have
a right to purchase this property after the trustee
auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” youmay be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you can call (855) 313-
3319, or visit this internet website
www.clearreconcorp.com, using the file number
assigned to this case 105469-CA to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee.
Second, you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
FOR SALES INFORMATION: (800) 758-8052 CLEAR
RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive San Diego,
California 92117
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T.S. No. 100095-CA APN: 178-361-15 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY
OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF
TRUST, DATED3/24/2004. UNLESS YOUTAKEACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOUNEED AN EXPLANATIONOF THE
NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU
SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER On 1/5/2023 at 9:00
AM, CLEAR RECON CORP, as duly appointed trustee
under and pursuant to Deed of Trust recorded
4/1/2004 as Instrument No. 2004000268323 of
Official Records in the office of the County Recorder
of Orange County, State of CALIFORNIA executed by:
TRI VIET TRAN, A MARRIED MAN AS HIS SOLE AND
SEPARATE PROPERTYWILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK
DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL BANK, A CHECK
DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR
A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS
AND LOAN ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION,
OR SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF
THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO DO
BUSINESS IN THIS STATE; ON THE FRONT STEPS TO
THE ENTRANCE OF THE ORANGE CIVIC CENTER, 300
E. CHAPMAN, ORANGE, CA 92866 all right, title and
interest conveyed to and now held by it under said
Deed of Trust in the property situated in said County
and State described as: MORE FULLY DESCRIBED ON
SAID DEED OF TRUST The street address and other
common designation, if any, of the real property
described above is purported to be: 16712
EDGEWATER LN, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92649-
3005 The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability
for any incorrectness of the street address and other
common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale
will be held, but without covenant or warranty,
express or implied, regarding title, possession,
condition, or encumbrances, including fees, charges
and expenses of the Trustee and of the trusts created
by said Deed of Trust, to pay the remaining principal
sums of the note(s) secured by said Deed of Trust.
The total amount of the unpaid balance of the
obligation secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances
at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of
Sale is: $386,163.61 If the Trustee is unable to convey
title for any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid
to the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have
no further recourse. The beneficiary under said Deed
of Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of Default and
Election to Sell. The undersigned or its predecessor
caused said Notice of Default and Election to Sell to
be recorded in the county where the real property is
located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are
considering bidding on this property lien, you should
understand that there are risks involved in bidding at
a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not
on the property itself. Placing the highest bid at a
trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to
free and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may
be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the
auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off
all liens senior to the lien being auctioned off, before
you can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and
size of outstanding liens that may exist on this
property by contacting the county recorder's office
or a title insurance company, either of which may
charge you a fee for this information. If you consult
either of these resources, you should be aware that
the same lender may hold more than one mortgage
or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this
notice of sale may be postponed one or more times
by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil
Code. The law requires that information about
trustee sale postponements be made available to
you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your
sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the
rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (844) 477-7869 or visit this
Internet Web site WWW.STOXPOSTING.COM, using
the file number assigned to this case 100095-CA.
Information about postponements that are very
short in duration or that occur close in time to the
scheduled sale may not immediately be reflected in
the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement
information is to attend the scheduled sale. NOTICE
TO TENANT: Effective January 1, 2021, you may have
a right to purchase this property after the trustee
auction pursuant to Section 2924m of the California
Civil Code. If you are an “eligible tenant buyer,” you
can purchase the property if you match the last and
highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are
an “eligible bidder,” youmay be able to purchase the
property if you exceed the last and highest bid
placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps to
exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after
the date of the trustee sale, you can call (855) 313-
3319, or visit this internet website
www.clearreconcorp.com, using the file number
assigned to this case 100095-CA to find the date on
which the trustee’s sale was held, the amount of the
last and highest bid, and the address of the trustee.
Second, you must send a written notice of intent to
place a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 15 days after the trustee’s sale. Third, you must
submit a bid so that the trustee receives it no more
than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible
bidder,” you should consider contacting an attorney
or appropriate real estate professional immediately
for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.
FOR SALES INFORMATION: (844) 477-7869 CLEAR
RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive San Diego,
California 92117
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Weigand opposed and Car-
ol Crane abstaining) and
selected Crane as vice
president.

Anderson said Wednes-
day she was honored to be
selected to serve as presi-
dent and was looking for-
ward to “a fresh start” with
new trustees, whose serv-
ice to Newport-Mesa Uni-
fied predates their tenure
on the board.

“I will be focusing on
unifying our community
with greater collaboration,
shared resources and in-
creased intentionality for
student achievement at ev-
ery school,” she said.

Anderson — whose
Trustee Area 7 includes
Rea, Wilson, Victoria, Po-
mona and Whittier ele-
mentary schools, along
with Estancia High School
— at times conflicted with

long-term school board
members who’ve retired in
recent years, calling pub-
licly for more transparency
and reporting on financial
matters.

She expressed confi-
dence Wednesday in the

direction of the district
under Supt. Wes Smith,
who joined NMUSD in
September 2021.

“Dr. Smith has greatly
increased the access to in-
formation for trustees and
the community at large,”

she said Wednesday. “Our
questions are answered by
staff and the overall opera-
tions, and disposition, of
the district is now a pos-
itive one under his leader-
ship.”

Anderson said she looks
forward to providing new
arts programs, learning
opportunities and science
camp for Title 1 schools
that serve lower income
families, 50% of which are
in her district, and a study
session coming up in Janu-
ary on the topic of board
governance.

“This new board is
highly educated and
skilled in organizational
leadership, business acu-
men, community engage-
ment, advocacy and teach-
ing,” she added. “Academic
opportunities and growth
are top priorities for all of
us.”

Continued from page A1
MEMBERS
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NEWNMUSD Board Vice President Carol Crane, right,
hands outgoing President Michelle Barto a gift during a
reorganizational meeting Tuesday. Barto requested an
electric sander as a gift.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

of the school’s parents who
has met with John Drake,
the district’s assistant su-
perintendent of elementary
instruction, and district
staff to discuss the matter.

“The teachers sat in, the
fifth-grade teachers, and
they were crying — that
was enough for me to know
that we are in a dire situa-
tion,” he said Tuesday. “Just
for their own sanity and
health, we need interven-
tion.”

Amiri claimed a lack of
effective response has em-
boldened other students to
act out during class, widen-
ing the misconduct beyond
the original contingent of
troublemakers.

Mom Michelle
Cusumano urged board
members to strengthen dis-
ciplinary protocols at the
Costa Mesa campus where,
she said, fifth-graders are
not receiving an adequate
education.

“The teachers are
laughed at, they’re made
fun of and abused with no
recourse,” she said, indicat-
ing the same students were
tied to violence and phys-
ical assaults during the
2021-22 school year.

“We have met multiple
times with the principal.
We were promised disci-
plinary protocols and inter-
ventions would be put in
place,” Cusumano contin-
ued. “We have lost tenured
teachers to mental health
absences taken by them, on
more than one occasion, as
a result of these same stu-
dents.”

Fellow fifth-grade
mother Amber Sides read
letters she collected from
students expressing their
concerns about the behav-
ior and its effect on learn-
ing.

“Dear head of Newport

Continued from page A1
CAMPUS

sara.cardine@latimes.com
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School District, there have
been some troubles at my
school,” one letter began.
“One bad thing that has
been happening is that a
lot of kids have been
playing violently. Another is
that there has been a lot of
bullying in my grade. We
haven’t been able to learn
because of the bad behav-
ior.”

“I don’t like it when the
teacher is in a bad mood
because of [three names,
not read aloud],” another
child wrote anonymously.
“We don’t learn as much
because we’re always inter-
rupted.”

Dad Brandon Mungai
said he’s paying to tutor his
10-year-old daughter in
math so she can keep pace
with basic skills she’s un-
able to acquire in class be-
cause of the outbursts.
Whenever he picks her up,
she tells him not what she
learned but what the prob-
lem kids did that day, he
said.

“It just feels like Califor-
nia [Elementary] is kind of
grooming these bullies,
from third grade to fourth
grade to fifth grade now,”
he said. “It really sucks to
be a dad and see my
daughter go through that.”

Supt. Wes Smith, in a
separate comment Tues-
day, thanked parents for
advocating for the safety of
students and staff mem-
bers and said district offi-
cials are working to address
the issues.

“This is a topic our labor
allies brought up as well —
how do we support these
classrooms, California in
particular?” he said. “Some
things are being imple-
mented, not limited to, ad-
ditional support in the
classrooms. This is some-
thing we’re all concerned
about working on.”



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15, 2022 A3

TICKETS & DINNER RES: 949-496-8930

33157 Camino Capistrano | San Juan Capistrano
Like Us on facebook.com/coachhouseconcerthall | follow us on Twitter@coach_house

866.468.3399

www.thecoachhouse.com
THE COACH HOUSE

12/15 TOMMY EMMANUEL w/Mike Dawes
12/16 GARY HOEY’S Rockin’ Xmas Show
12/17 WALTER TROUT
12/18 WALTER TROUT
12/21 THE RAT PACK – Christmas Show
12/22 DAVID BENOIT:

Tribute to Charlie Brown Christmas
12/23 AMBROSIA A Very Special Holiday Show
12/28 DONAVON FRANKENREITER
12/29 JACK RUSSELL’S GREAT WHITE
12/30 L.A. GUNS
12/31 THE ENGLISH BEAT New Years’ Eve!
1/1 THE ENGLISH BEAT
1/6 QUEEN NATION
1/7 QUEEN NATION
1/10 JAZZ IS DEAD 25th Anniversary Tour

50th Anniversary of Wake of the Flood
1/13 BRETT SCALLIONS The Voice of FUEL
1/14 THE PETTY BREAKERS (Tom PeTTy TribuTe)
1/19 MACY GRAY
1/21 RONDSTADT REVIVAL (Linda rondsTadT TribuTe)
1/22 THE HIGHWAYMAN SHOW
1/25 STEPHANE WREMBEL
1/26 ORIANTHI
1/27 40 OZ TO FREEDOM (subLime TribuTe)
1/28 ROBERT CRAY
1/29 HERMAN’S HERMITS featuring PETER NOONE
2/3 DESPERADO (eagLes TribuTe)
2/4 DESPERADO (eagLes TribuTe)
2/8 An Evening with LEO KOTTKE
2/9 BODEANS
2/10 ARETHA Starring Charity Lockhart
2/11 OTTMAR LIEBERT & LUNA NEGRA
2/12 JESSE COLIN YOUNG
2/16 THE GILMOUR PROJECT an aLL-sTar band Perform

Pink fLoyd’s “The dark side of The moon” 50Th anniversary
2/17 LED ZEPAGAIN (Led ZePPeLin TribuTe)
2/18 JOURNEY USA (Journey TribuTe)
2/19 THE FOOZ FIGHTERS (foo fighTers TribuTe) /

BLINK 180TRUE (bLink 182 TribuTe)

2/23 ACE FREHLEY
2/24 JOHN TESH – Big Band Live
2/25 DENNIS TUFANO /

CANNIBAL AND THE HEADHUNTERS
2/26 YASMIN WILLIAMS
2/28 THE HIGH KINGS
3/1 ARTIMUS PYLE formerly of LYNYRD SKYNRD
3/2 DAVE ALVIN &

JIMMIE DALE GILMORE and The Guilty Ones
3/3 WAR
3/5 SONNY LANDRETH w/ Cindy Cashdollar
3/11 THE SMITHEREENS wiTh guesT vocaLisT ROBIN WILSON
3/16 HOT CLUB OF COWTOWN and TYLER HILTON

Performing eLvis PresLey’s sun sTudio recordings
3/17 THE FENIANS
3/18 SERGIO MENDES
3/19 GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA
3/23 PETTY CASH (Johnny cash & Tom PeTTy TribuTe)
3/24 SUPER DIAMOND (neiL diamond TribuTe)
3/31 BEATLES VS STONES - a musicaL showdown
4/28 SKELETON CREW (graTefuL dead TribuTe)
4/29 CREAM OF CLAPTON
5/3 MORGAN JAMES
5/21 LET’S HANG ON! (frankie vaLLi & The four seasons TribuTe)
7/22 Y & T

SUN, JAN 29SUN, JAN 29
HERMAN’SHERMAN’S
HERMITSHERMITS

THU, JAN 26THU, JAN 26
ORIANTHIORIANTHI

SAT, JAN 28SAT, JAN 28
ROBERTROBERT
CRAYCRAY

WED, JAN 25WED, JAN 25
STEPHANESTEPHANE
WREMBELWREMBEL

WED, JAN 13WED, JAN 13
BRETTBRETT

SCALLIONSSCALLIONS

The Voice ofThe Voice of FUELFUEL

DEC 31 & JAN 1DEC 31 & JAN 1
THE ENGLISHTHE ENGLISH

BEATBEAT

THU, DEC 29THU, DEC 29
Jack Russell’sJack Russell’s
GREAT WHITEGREAT WHITE

FRI, DEC 30FRI, DEC 30
L A GUNSL A GUNS

WED, DEC 28WED, DEC 28
DONAVONDONAVON

FRANKENREITERFRANKENREITER

FRI, DEC 23FRI, DEC 23
AMBROSIAAMBROSIA

DEC 17 & 18DEC 17 & 18
WALTERWALTER
TROUTTROUT

FRI, DEC 16FRI, DEC 16
GARY “HO HO”GARY “HO HO”

HOEYHOEY

ACROSS

1 Postman's bagful
5 "Excuse me?"
less politely
9 Mr. Pitt
13 Possessed
15 "__ Comes the
Bride"
16 __ Goldberg
machine
17 Outdoor
socializing area
18 Not up to the
task
20 Word attached
to lash or lid
21 Henpeck
23 Fictional Tom
24 Gets closer to
26 Grenade part
27 Subject of a will
29 Unwanted
nasal growths
32 Church steeple
33 Farm buildings
35 Crash into
37 Major leaguers
38 Hawk's gripper
39 "To be or not
__"
40 Dollar in Kyoto
41 Stable female
42 Bank vaults
43 Bodyguard
45 Indiana team
46 Part of a
blackjack
47 "That's all, __!"
48 Of the
backbone
51 Altar vow
52 Classy hotel
offering
55 Rancher
58 Manicurist's
focus
60 Additionally
61 Email command
62 Startle
63 Vicious
64 Utters
65 Brings to a

close

DOWN

1 Wear a long face

2 Out of town

3 Objectives

4 Ring of flowers

5 Presidents Tyler

& Taylor

6 Chick's ma

7 Rainbow
8 Piece of cutlery
9 Muscular
10 July birthstone
11 Proficient
12 Forest animal
14 Give to charity
19 Buckets
22 "__ we there
yet?"

25 All __; listening
27 Get a glimpse
of
28 Shopping
binge
29 Stratagem
30 Occupation
31 Dueling sword
33 __ Lake City
34 Ailing
36 Clutter
38 Having endless
energy
39 Carpet nail
41 __ point; center
of attention
42 Beauty shops
44 City south of
Akron
45 Veggie casing
47 Locates
48 Con game
49 Like pastel
colors
50 "__ jungle out
there!"
53 Trudge
54 __ for; requests
56 __ culpa
57 Word attached
to body or one
59 Gorilla

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A2.

out of sight at the request
of Hernandez. Alcaraz re-
portedly entered the build-
ing after 10 p.m. and was
inside for about nine min-
utes. At around the seven-
minute mark, she sent a
text to Beltran that she re-
ceived a cancellation fee
from Hernandez, but she
never exited the building.

Prosecutors said when

Alcaraz didn’t respond to
any messages sent by
Cyren Entertainment man-
ager Lynda Estrada, Estrada
then reported the incident
to the Newport Beach Po-
lice Department who later
found Alcaraz dead inside a
trash can of a janitor’s clos-
et.

She died of multiple
blunt force injuries to the
head, and Hernandez was
arrested two days later, re-
maining in custody since.

At the end of the trial in

August, defense attorney
Cameron Talley said he re-
spected the jury’s decision.

“They worked hard and
they were a hung jury at
one point, which shows the
facts and the law made this
a very difficult case,” said
Talley at the time. “Ulti-
mately, this was what they
decided.”

City News Service con-
tributed to this report.

Continued from page A1
MURDER

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

dence on numerous occa-
sions in the past, and Doan
was known to police. Au-
thorities did not go into
detail about the nature of
those prior calls for serv-
ice.

Doan had been a stu-
dent at UCI, Davies said.
He was a biology student
at the university between
2017 and 2019, UCI spokes-
man Tom Vasich said. He
did not graduate.

“May your soul rest in
peace,” read a note written
on an origami crane left
near where Doan and Ngu-

yen died. A message of
condolence was written on
the back of a framed pic-
ture of an angel found on a
bench a few feet away.

Natalia Sanchez works at
UCI and was in a meeting
nearby at the time of the
alleged murder-suicide.
She saw five or six Irvine
police vehicles lining the
area around the social sci-
ences plaza when she
walked outside and said
she “knew something big
had happened.”

She and business stu-
dent Wen Jie said there
would have been few peo-
ple in the area Tuesday
afternoon because campus
is out of session for winter

break. There had been no
report of any sort of alter-
cation immediately pre-
ceding Nguyen and Doan’s
deaths, Davies said.

“We are still gathering
information about who the
victims are and exactly
what happened, but law
enforcement has informed
us that there is no ongoing
danger to our community,”
UCI Chancellor Howard
Gillman wrote in a bulletin
to students and faculty
Tuesday. “At such a time,
our primary thoughts are
with the victims and their
families,” he added.

Continued from page A1
UCI

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

through all of the bad
things they said about us,
me, and so for that I’m very
grateful. I promise: I’ll ne-
ver do this again.”

Stepping down from the
council along with Duffield
were Joy Brenner and Kevin
Muldoon, who most re-
cently served as mayor. Di-
ane Dixon left the dais in
November to assume her
new role as a state assem-
blywoman for the 72nd
state Assembly District.

Brenner, who was elected
in 2018, said tearfully she
was thankful to have been
elected and that it was a
privilege to have served the
city she’s lived in for the last
60 years. She joked meet-
ings have been efficient
and fast under Muldoon’s
guidance, describing them

as the “shortest that I can
ever remember.”

“I felt like I failed because
I didn’t get all the problems
solved that I wanted to get
solved during my term and
many people have told me
that I have inspired them to

run for public office in the
future, especially young
people,” Brenner said.
“That really has meant
more than anything to me.
I got to the point where,

Continued from page A1
DAIS

See Dais, page A4

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

THE NEWLY ORGANIZED Newport Beach City Council
from left: Lauren Kleiman, Brad Avery, Noah Blom, Robyn
Grant, Erik Weigand, Joe Stapleton and Will O'Neill.
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‘OK. My purpose was not to solve
all of these problems; my purpose
perhaps was just to inspire one or
two other people to do this job
with dignity and respect for their
fellow council members and re-
spect for all of the citizens and to
do it in a way that benefits the
greater community and not just
ourselves.”

Muldoon reflected those same
sentiments, describing his time
on the dais as the opportunity of
a lifetime and highlighted the
council’s accomplishments with
property rights, pension liabili-
ties, public safety and homeless-
ness.

“I believe history will continue
to treat advocates for freedom
with honor and show contempt
for tyrants that have made the
lives of their citizens difficult, of
course imposing rules and man-
dates that they themselves do not
follow,” said Muldoon, before
thanking fellow council members,
city staff and his family for their
support.

Blom was first elected in 2020
and O'Neill was reelected that
same year and is currently serving
his second term. O'Neill served as
mayor in 2020.

“The one thread that con-
nected all of these speeches to-
gether is passion. I think every
single person that chooses and
decides to sit up here has passion
for this city and passion in a way
that affects different parts in dif-
ferent ways that we all live here,
and I think that is the idea of
what a council ... is about,” Blom
said.

“We sit up here to converse and
make the best decisions we can
from different perspectives and
different views,” he continued. “I
am so proud of the people that
have come before us and I’ve
learned so much from Duffy ...
from Councilman O'Neill ...
Councilman Avery ... and all of
our new colleagues. I think they
bring a new perspective and a
new sense of [how] we can con-
tinue to make Newport what it is.”

Continued from page A3
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A grant allowed Dwyer Mid-
dle School music teacher Sha-
ianne Homann to spearhead
the Just Keep Strumming ukule-
le project.

Over an eight-week period, 17
Dwyer students who signed up
got to design and build their
own ukuleles. They learned to
play songs on them and built up
their skills to a live performance
for family and friends.

“That grant funded every-
thing,” Homann said. “It was
really important, because it
gave the kids a chance to sit
down and learn how to build an
instrument, do something with
their hands ... They got to make
it their own, which is really im-
portant for middle-schoolers. At
the end of the class, they got to
keep their instrument, which is
something that you can’t always
do as a music program.”

The fact that the grant was
available? Well, that was music
to Homann’s ears.

Several arts projects were
funded this year through $1,000
“mini-grants” awarded by
Huntington Beach-based non-
profit Educational Enrichment
Foundation for the Arts (EEFA).

The mini-grants program was
opened last spring for middle
schools that feed into the Hunt-
ington Beach Union High
School District. EEFA board
president Debi Windle said the
organization is currently ex-
panding the opportunity to
feeder elementary schools.

The application period for
next year is now open, and
teachers and administrators of
HBUHSD feeder schools are
welcome to apply for one of up
to 10 mini-grants.

“We don’t limit it to a specific
type of art,” Windle said. “We
can fund the purchase of extra
instruments, we can fund cos-
tuming needs, we can fund if
they want to put on a produc-

tion and they can’t afford the
royalty fees. It’s open to them to
provide us with an overview of
what the project is and the costs
involved.”

Projects that were supported
this year also included the “Sew
Your Heart Out” costuming
project at Dwyer, the middle
school theater arts program at
Kinetic Academy, the Rock
Band project and Visual and
Performing Arts program at
Marine View Middle School and
the school musical at Sowers
Middle School.

Windle said the EEPA also
typically funds an extra per-
formance of a main stage show
at the Huntington Beach Acade-
my for the Performing Arts and
invites feeder schools to bring
their students to see the show.

“Children and their parents
often tell us it’s the first time
they were introduced to live
theater, and the concept of
coming to APA for their high
school education,” she said.
“That’s our goal, to highlight
that you can stay within our
school district and receive an

excellent education in the arts.”
The mini-grants are funded

by a grant received from the
California Arts Council, Windle
said, as well as donations to the
EEFA.

Elementary or middle school
educators from the HBUHSD
geographical area can apply for
a 2023 mini-grant at
eefa4arts.org through the end of
January. Grant recipients will be
announced in February.

Huntington Beach nonprofit awards
schools with $1,000 art ‘mini-grants’

Courtesy of Shaianne Homann

A DWYERMIDDLE SCHOOL student puts the finishing touches on while painting a ukulele. The project
was funded through a $1,000 “mini-grant.”
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