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Many of Orange County’s work-
ing families face extraordinary
difficulties securing childcare,
particularly for infants and tod-
dlers, as few licensed spots exist
and waiting lists for full-day care
options grow longer by the day.

Meanwhile, parents who do
manage to find full-time licensed
care pay an average of about
$15,650 annually for one child
and more than $26,000 for two —
the latter of which constitutes ap-
proximately 26% of their average
household income.

Those and other concerning
statistics were recently uncovered
in an analysis directed by First 5
Orange County’s Children and
Families Commission, which

First 5OrangeCountyanalysis reveals
a severe shortageof childcareoptions

John Gibbins | The San Diego Union-Tribune
AN ANALYSIS directed by First 5 Orange County found massive
shortages in childcare options, especially for children under age 2,
and a growing need among working parents for affordable care.See Childcare, page A4

BY SARA CARDINE

The Costa Mesa Police De-
partment temporarily closed its
front lobby Wednesday morning,
after a local man allegedly at-
tempted to start a fire near the
police station’s front doors, offi-
cials reported.

At approximately 1 a.m., a
man placed traffic cones near
the doorway and lit them on
fire, police said. It is unknown
how long the fire burned, but in
a release issued Wednesday po-
lice officials said a nearby citizen
saw the incident and rushed to
help.

“A good Samaritan, who was
driving by, used a fire extin-
guisher to put out the fire,” the
release stated. “The Police De-

partment’s fire alarm was trig-
gered and alerted CMPD’s watch
commander.”

Shortly after the incident, offi-
cers located the suspect — 32-
year-old Claudio Benjamin Vi-
cente of Costa Mesa — on
nearby Newport Boulevard and
arrested him for arson.

The front lobby of the Costa
Mesa station was temporarily
closed Wednesday morning and
blocked off to visitors with yel-
low caution tape. Police spokes-
woman Roxi Fyad confirmed in
a message that by 10 a.m. the
lobby had been reopened.

“A crew is still cleaning up but
doors are open,” Fyad said, add-
ing that the cones used to start
the fire had been placed in front
of the station to limit visitors

and ensure social distancing
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Crime scene investigators
processed the scene, and the in-
cident is under investigation. By
10:45 a.m. Wednesday, officers
attempting to identify the man

who extinguished the blaze had
located the individual and
thanked him on social media
but would not release his name.

Arson arrestmade after fire at CostaMesa police station

Kevin Chang
Staff
Photographer

AMAN
allegedly
attempted to
set a fire
outside the
Costa Mesa
police station
at 1 a.m.
Wednesday.

BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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With thousands of secondary
students poised to return to Costa
Mesa and Newport Beach public
schools next week, Newport-Mesa
Unified School District officials
have called a special meeting to
discuss delaying reopening cam-
puses until spring semester.

Board members will meet
Thursday at 2 p.m. to discuss
whether to keep students in sev-
enth through 12th grades op-
erating under a distance learning
model through Dec. 17.

The news comes days before
the district had planned to return
students to class Monday under a
hybrid schedule that would divide
learners into smaller cohorts
spread throughout the week.

Elementary school and special
education students returned to
campuses in a limited capacity
last week.

“With the input from all sec-
ondary site principals and the
need to further assess the support
structures for student learning
and instruction while in-person
and at home via distance learning
within the Level 2 Hybrid model,
a delay in the secondary school
start date is necessary,” stated a
summary in the special meeting
agenda.

NMUSD is negotiating with two
employee unions — the Newport-
Mesa Federation of Teachers and
California School Employee Assn.
— over working conditions re-
lated to the hybrid model but
hasn’t yet reached an agreement
with either.

“The district continues to nego-
tiate and meet regularly with em-
ployee associations ... on the tran-
sition to reopening schools,”
spokeswoman Annette Franco

NMUSD
trustees
to discuss
delay in
reopening
Keeping secondary
schoolsunderdistance
learning throughDec.17
will be the topic at a
specialmeetingThursday.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Delay, page A4

The small clothesline sits in front of the house
on Azure Avenue in Newport Beach.

It contains a handful of masks, differing in col-
ors and patterns.

No, there is no catch. Yes, they are all free for
passersby to take, whether they’re on their bicy-
cles headed to the Back Bay or just walking the
dog in the Bayview Heights neighborhood.

Nancy Buck, 75, and Nita Livingston, 69, share
the house. Retirement has brought the two
women, who each have artistic backgrounds, an
opportunity to sew masks together during the
novel coronavirus pandemic. Since they put out
the clothesline in March, Buck said more than
1,100 masks have been given away.

“Nancy has always said, ‘Work is love made ev-
ident,’ ” Livingston said. “I think that’s very true.
If you’re just idle, you don’t have any satis-
faction.”

Buck, a longtime Newport Beach post office
employee who also worked for 10 years in the
Irvine Unified School District, said she already
had a surplus of fabric before the pandemic. So
she started making the masks with Livingston, a
retired teacher in the Capistrano Unified School
District.

The masks are made of double-layered cotton.
On Wednesday morning, Bridgette Cobb passed
by on her bicycle, stopping to meet the women
and take a mask.

“I think it’s wonderful,” said Cobb, who lives
on the Balboa Peninsula. “It’s a wonderful act of
generosity. The world needs more people like
that.”

The mask-making process is simple enough.
“I work at one end of the table and Nita works

at the other,” Buck said. “We’ve kind of got an as-
sembly line. She’s better at some parts of it,

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

NEWPORTBEACH residentsNita Livingston, 69, left, andNancyBuck, 75, have been sewingmasks and putting themon a line in their front yard for
anyone to take since the coronavirus pandemic began. Since they put out the clothesline, Buck saidmore than1,100masks have been given away.

Need a mask? Two Newport
retirees have you covered

“It’s so rewarding
to make a
connection with
people. I think it’s
kind of a win-win.
We’re both artists,
and we love being
creative. It’s a way
for us to express
our creativity and
help other
people.”

— Nancy Buck

BYMATT SZABO

SeeMasks, page A4

A 59-year-old Newport Beach
man was charged by the Orange
County district attorney’s office
with engaging in the prostitu-
tion of two teenage girls, and
charges were also filed against
the 22-year-old Huntington
Beach woman that brought the
children to him for sex.

Ian Charles Schenkel — the
CEO of Ontario-based Halibur-
ton International Foods — faces
six felony counts associated
with unlawful sexual intercourse
with a minor and two misde-
meanor charges for soliciting
prostitution of a minor. If con-
victed on all counts, Schenkel
faces a maximum sentence of
eight years in state prison and
almost two years in county jail.

Amanda Emilia Perez, 22, was
charged with six felony counts
as related to the facilitation of
the prostitution of minors. If
convicted on all counts, Perez
faces a maximum sentence of 14
years and eight months in state
prison.

Both were arrested last week
and released on bonds of
$100,000 and $70,000, respec-
tively.

“The exploitation of children
for sex acts shocks the public
conscience,” Orange County
District Atty. Todd Spitzer said.
“It is reprehensible and it is un-
lawful. We will prosecute this
case to the fullest extent of the
law and we will work to ensure
the judicial system protects

Child prostitution charges
filed against Newport CEO,
Huntington Beach woman
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Child, page A2
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Do you ever experience
red or itchy eyelids?

Complete our upcoming research study
and you may be compensated

up to $600 for your time.

Upcoming Eye Study!
Starting soon, Dr. DavidWirta will be

conducting a new study to see how effective
an investigational eye drop is at

relieving symptoms associated with eyelid
inflammation like redness or itchiness.

If you have uncomfortable eyes you may
qualify to participate. The study involves 6
visits over the course of 8 weeks. If you

complete these visits, you may be
compensated up to $600 for your time.

Study Site:
Eye Research Founda�on

520 Superior Ave, Suite 235
Newport Beach, CA 92663

info@drwirta.comTo find out if you qualify,
contact 949-650-1863
or info@drwirta.com

For Your Home
INSPIRING IDEAS

©2020 Solatube Home

714-242-5053
SolatubeHome.comACT NOW

26% TAX CREDIT
ENDING SOON!

Install before 2021
to save BIG.

©2020 Solatube Home

SolatubeHome.com ACT NOW
26% TAX CREDIT
ENDING SOON!

Install before 2021

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Brighten your home with
beautiful, natural light.

• Great for kitchens, hallways, and
bathrooms

• No major modifications to your home
• Save up to $300 with a 26% Tax

Credit*

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.

• Ask about our New Fresh
Breeze Skylight

• Save up to $500 on Solar
Operable unites with a
26% Tax Credit

*On solar-powered products

Lic.# 847890

ACROSS
1 Icy pellets
5 Potato salad
ingredients
9 Velvety
13 "Ripley's Believe
it __!"
15 Shipshape
16 Not at all ruddy
17 Happen
18 Devoted
20 Sorority letter
21 Dined
23 Shingles
symptoms
24 Desert roamer
26 Curved edge
27 Vast treeless
tract
29 Close of day
32 Fishing worm
alternatives
33 Juice flavor
35 Last letters
37 __ annual basis;
yearly
38 Murders
39 Party dessert
40 Teacher's
favorite
41 __ like; appears
to be
42 Shoestrings
43 Election year
event
45 Most
immaculate
46 Groove
47 Less coarse
48 Move down a
computer screen
51 School subj.
52 Word of disgust
55 Sicilian volcano
58 Steer clear of
60 Leave out
61 Very funny
person
62 Stringed
instrument
63 DNA carrier
64 Sutures
65 Short note

DOWN
1 Earring style

2 Prefix for angel
or bishop
3 Burn up
4 Baseball's
Gehrig
5 Finalized
6 "Wow!"
7 Word attached
to about or fly

8 Places for a
cowboy's boots
9 Muscle
contractions
10 Sworn
statement
11 Scamper away
12 Turner &
Danson

14 Hoboes
19 Actor Sir
Michael __
22 Edison's initials
25 Ajar
27 Feed the pigs
28 __ out; quit
listening to
29 Simon __;
classic kids' game
30 Make worse
31 Toddlers
33 Delight
34 Male animal
36 Gusto
38 Homesteaders
39 Concern
41 __ Ste. Marie;
MI's oldest city
42 Quick forward
thrusts
44 "Jane Eyre"
author Charlotte
45 Brooch
47 Daring acts
48 Urban haze
49 "__ in"; words of
welcome
50 Destroy
53 West or
Sandler
54 Sandwich type
56 Even score
57 "Immediately!"
59 Energy

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

these vulnerable victims.”
Schenkel was scheduled

to appear in court on
Nov. 12, but court records
Wednesday said that the
arraignment was canceled.

Court records do not
currently indicate when
Perez will be arraigned.

Prosecutors said investi-
gators began looking at
Schenkel in October 2019
when a man reported that
his daughter had inappro-

priate sexual contact with
Schenkel.

The girl, identified by
prosecutors as the first
Jane Doe, told police that
Perez would take her to
meet men who would pay
to have sex with her. Pros-
ecutors said that Perez
would then take a cut.

Perez is also alleged to
have brought a second
teenage girl to Schenkel,
who paid to have sex with
the child. Prosecutors said
that Perez also took a cut
of that money.

Authorities are asking

for anyone with informa-
tion to identify potential
other victims to reach out
to the Newport Beach Po-
lice Department at (949)
644-3790.

Haliburton Interna-
tional Foods directed calls
inquiring about Schenkel
to the voicemail of
Matthew Taggart, the vice
president. As of Wednes-
day afternoon, Schenkel
was not listed on the com-
pany website.

Continued from page A1
CHILD

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Huntington Beach City
Councilwoman Kim Carr
was sworn in as the city’s
mayor pro tem during
Monday night’s City Coun-
cil meeting.

Jill Hardy, who was serv-
ing as mayor pro tem, vol-
untarily offered the posi-
tion to Carr for the re-
mainder of 2020, saying it
would lead to a smoother
transition when Carr be-
comes mayor next year.

“In 2002, Ralph Bauer
was mayor pro tem and he
was terming out,” Hardy
said. “He offered for the
next council member in
line to be mayor to be-
come mayor pro tem
toward the end of the year,
so that she, Connie Board-
man, could be in the may-
or pro tem seat and kind
of practice what’s going
on.

“I was mayor pro tem in
2010, when I was terming
out, so I offered that same
deal to the next person in
line, but that offer wasn’t
taken up. Here I am again,
termed out mayor pro
tem, and I would like to
follow Ralph Bauer’s ex-
ample and offer mayor pro
tem to the next mayor in
line, which would be Kim
Carr.”

Hardy said it would be
appropriate for Carr to sit
on the city’s Economic De-
velopment Committee for
the rest of the year. That
subcommittee consists of
the mayor pro tem, Mayor

Lyn Se-
meta and
the im-
mediate
past may-
or, Coun-
cilman
Erik
Peterson.

Carr is
Hunting-

ton Beach’s presumptive
mayor in 2021, as she is
the only one of the hold-
over City Council mem-
bers — a list scheduled to
also include Peterson,
Mike Posey and Barbara
Delgleize — who has not
been mayor during her
current term. Delgleize
served as mayor in 2017
and Posey in 2018.

In Huntington Beach,
mayor is not an elected
position but instead one
that rotates among the
City Council members.

Carr was sworn in as
mayor pro tem on Monday
night following a 6-1 vote,
with Peterson in opposi-
tion.

“I just don’t see what
three meetings is going to
do,” Peterson said.

CITY COUNCIL DECIDES
AGAINST STANCE ON
STATE PROPOSITIONS

The City Council voted
5-2 against temporarily
setting aside part of a 1976
resolution that stopped
the council from taking a
stand on statewide ballot
propositions.

The agenda item had
proposed setting aside

Resolution 4344 so the
City Council could take a
formal stance of opposing
Proposition 15 and sup-
porting Proposition 22,
each of which are on the
California state ballot this
fall.

This came at the recom-
mendation of the city’s In-
tergovernmental Relations
Committee on Sept. 16.

Semeta and Peterson
voted for setting aside the
resolution, but Carr,
Hardy, Posey, Delgleize
and Patrick Brenden were
in opposition.

"[Intergovernmental Re-
lations Committee] is for
legislative positions, not
ballot initiatives,” Posey
said. “Ballot initiatives are
decided by the voters. It’s
not up to us as City Coun-
cil body to advocate for a
position that the voters
will choose ... The [1976]
City Council got it right
with the resolution.”

BICYCLE REPAIR AND
SALES OUTLAWED
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY

Also Monday, the City
Council unanimously ap-
proved an ordinance that
prohibits the repair and
sales of bicycles and bicy-
cle parts on public proper-
ty in the city.

A similar ordinance was
adopted by Long Beach in
2018, with the goal of
eliminating bicycle “chop
shops.”

Carr sworn in as H.B.’s mayor pro tem

Kim
Carr

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment, pet or new
occupation!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Thursday October 22, 2020 at
10:30 am Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Osborne, Harold Joseph
Chen, Mio M.
Sierra, Andrea M.
Ondrade, Leilene
Pisiona, Angelo J.
Montague, Kevin
Luke, Fred
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 8th of October and 15th of October 2020 by
Irvine Self Storage 2960 Maine St. Irvine, CA 92614
(949) 851-7900
10/8, 10/15/20
CNS-3404660#
DAILY PILOT
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CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN

CLASSIFIED!
(714) 966-4600

CLASSIFIED
It's the solution
you're searching

for-whether
you're seeking a
home, apartment,

pet or new
occupation!

Salesforce.com, Inc. has
the following jobs avail-
able in Irvine, CA:
· Solution Architect (Req.#
19-5988): Interface w/
Salesforce’s clients to
implement Salesforce’s
proprietary product of-
ferings & leverage spe-
cialized knowledge of
Salesforce Field Service
Management solutions.
Willingness to travel up to
50% of time, both domes-
tic & international. Tele-
commuting is an option.
Req’s: MS(or equiv.)+3 yrs.
exp. Or BS(or equiv.)+5
yrs. exp.
· Solution Architect (Req.#
19-5991): Interface w/
Salesforce’s clients to
implement Salesforce’s
proprietary product of-
ferings. Lead solution
delivery teams to dvlp
best of breed integrated
scheduling solution. Will-
ingness to travel up to
50% of time, both domes-
tic & international. Tele-
commuting is an option.
Req’s: MS(or equiv.)+2 yrs.
exp. Or BS(or equiv.)+5
yrs. exp.
Mail resume w/ ref. to:
(include Req. No.) at:
Salesforce.com HQ,
Rincon Post Office PO Box
#192244, San Francisco,
CA 94105. Salesforce.
com is an Equal Oppor-
tunity & Affirmative Ac-
tion Employer. Education,
experience & criminal
background checks will
be conducted.

Employment

CostaMesa Looking for a
room to rent for our long
time housekeeper while
she waits for low income
housing to become avail-
able in October, 2021. In
or near Costa Mesa and
near public transporta-
tion. Non smoker, quiet.
Karen @ 541-410-2001

Rooms for Rent

20th Annual College Park

Sat 10/10 8a-2p Costa
Mesa neighborhood
of 450 homes. NORTH
of Fair Dr at Harbor &
Fairview. 289 Bowling
Green. Map of homes &
list of items at facebook.
com/lindahartmanreales-
tate. Linda 949-644-2144.
Wearing masks required.

Garage and
Yard Sales

SALES EVENTS
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

NANCY LESTER
CASE NO. 30-2020-01162493-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be
interested in the WILL or estate, or both of NANCY
LESTER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
KELLY F. LESTER AND CAMERON D. LESTER
in the Superior Court of California, County of
ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
KELLY F. LESTER AND CAMERON D. LESTER
be appointed as personal representative to administer
the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act with limited authority. (This authority will
allow the personal representative to take many actions
without obtaining court approval. Before taking
certain very important actions, however, the personal
representative will be required to give notice to
interested persons unless they have waived notice or
consented to the proposed action.) The independent
administration authority will be granted unless an
interested person files an objection to the petition and
shows good cause why the court should not grant the
authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 11/04/20 at 10:30AM in Dept. C06 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA
ANA, CA 92701

Notice of Public Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using Microsoft Teams; (2) Go to the
Court's website at http://www.occourts.org/media-
relations/probate-mental-health.html to appear for
probate hearings; and for remote hearing instructions;
(3) If you have difficulty connecting to your remote
hearing, call 657-622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the
court and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1)
four months from the date of first issuance of letters to
a general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California
law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of
estate assets or of any petition or account as provided
in Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
RICHARD V. MAHONY, ESQ. SBN 121656, LAW
OFFICES OF RICHARD MAHONY
27601 FORBES ROAD, #1-B
LAGUNA NIGUEL CA 92677
10/7, 10/8, 10/14/20
CNS-3403537#
DAILY PILOT
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found massive shortages in
childcare options, espe-
cially for children under age
2, and a growing need
among parents for afford-
able care.

Kim Goll, First 5 Orange
County president and chief
executive, said Tuesday the
agency has historically fo-
cused on the importance of
early brain development in
preparing children for kin-
dergarten.

But when the group was
recently preparing a strate-
gic plan to chart a course
for advocacy and support
in the years ahead, child-
care came up as an area
that could use a closer look.

“We had some early indi-
cations the current system
wasn’t meeting the needs.
We also knew there was a
tremendous wait list for
subsidized childcare that
started to hint at a real
problem,” Goll said. “This
was our first attempt to
really look at what does
childcare look like?”

A small team of analysts
sought to understand the
availability and types of
care offered in Orange
County, as well as the flow
of public funding for such
programs and key providers
and partners within the
sector.

Their work was con-
ducted from November to
February. That was before
the COVID-19 pandemic,
when nearly half of county-
wide childcare providers
closed their programs be-
tween mid-March and early
June, even as essential em-
ployees reported to work.

What the study found
raised some red flags about
how vast the need was, es-
pecially in families where
all the caregivers of young
children in the home
worked — the case in about
60% of Orange County
households with children
under 4.

Orange County is home
to about 107,870 children
under the age of 2, census
figures indicate. Analysts

found for every licensed
childcare space available
countywide, there are ap-
proximately 21 infants and
toddlers, meaning all li-
censed facilities can only
serve about 5% of the total
population.

Further, only 6% of the
infants and toddlers eligible
to enroll in subsidized care
programs are doing so.

“This just means a lot of
people are using informal
care,” Goll said. “What
we’ve got to do is increase
capacity but also ensure
when we’re thinking about
capacity, we’re also thinking
about quality and about
subsidies — how do we
make these subsidized pro-
grams more available?”

Half-day care programs
had more availability than
full-day programs, which
typically had long waiting
lists. Care providers re-
ported working parents
also sought care during
weekends and at night.

Released to the public
Wednesday, the report is
the first step of a three-
phased initiative being un-
dertaken by First 5 Orange
County.

The second stage, cur-
rently underway, involves
speaking with parents and
employers to understand
the wider economic im-
pacts posed by childcare.
The organization is part-
nering with the Orange
County Business Council to
host a series of conversa-
tions across sectors to col-
lect more data.

From there, officials will
develop a series of recom-
mendations that can be
used to advocate for policy
changes and solutions that
will help address the real-
life issues raised through-
out the process.

“We can’t solve the prob-
lem on our own,” Goll said
of the new awareness cam-
paign. “We need others to
care about these issues as
much as we care about
these issues, in order to
make this change and
move.”

Continued from page A1
CHILDCARE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

putting together the fabric and the
elastic. Then she passes it over to
me, and I do the outside, then I pass
it back to her and she does the fold-
ing. She passes it back to me, and I
sew up the ends. We can turn out
about 25 [masks] in about an hour
and a half.”

There are also decorative rocks
with positive messages available in
front of their house. Those are also
free to take.

Those who pick up the masks
have showed their appreciation in
different ways.

“We’ve had people that have left
fresh produce in a bag, just clothes-
pinned to the line,” Livingston said.
“Some people have left $5, some
people have left a little Starbucks
card. Some people just leave a note
that says, ‘Thank you so much.’ ”

In fact, Buck said that enough
money has been left to help them
purchase a second sewing machine
that aids in the masks’ production.

Buck and Livingston said they are
planning to keep producing masks
for the foreseeable future.

“It’s so rewarding to make a con-
nection with people,” Buck said. “I
think it’s kind of a win-win. We’re
both artists, and we love being cre-
ative. It’s a way for us to express our
creativity and help other people.”

COUNTY COVID-19 STATS
The Orange County Health Care

Agency reported three deaths due to
COVID-19 on Wednesday, bringing
the county’s overall death toll to
1,292 people due to the respiratory
disease.

There were 144 new cases re-
ported, and the cumulative case
count now sits at 55,042 people.

There are 183 current hospitali-
zations due to the virus, and 64 of
those patients are in intensive care
units.

Orange County remains in the red

tier for reopening indicating “wide-
spread” risk, which has thresholds of
between four and seven new daily
cases per 100,000 residents and a
testing positivity rate between 5%
and 8%.

The current numbers, based on
seven-day averages with a seven-day
lag, have 3.2% testing positive,
which would be good enough to
move to the orange tier indicating
“moderate” risk if the other metric
was met. However, there are still 5.2
new daily COVID-19 cases per
100,000 residents.

Additionally, a new metric needs
to be met to drop to less restrictive
tiers. Going forward, the positivity
rate among a county’s lowest-scor-
ing census tracts according to the
California Healthy Places Index
needs to be nearly in line with the
county’s overall positive test rate.

Below are the coronavirus case
counts and deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 10,580 cases; 284
deaths

• Anaheim: 9,392 cases; 279
deaths

• Huntington Beach: 2,438 cases;

76 deaths
• Costa Mesa: 1,850 cases; 34

deaths
• Irvine: 1,735 cases; 13 deaths
• Newport Beach: 1,155 cases; 25

deaths
• Fountain Valley: 521 cases; 17

deaths
• Laguna Beach: 229 cases; fewer

than five deaths
Here are the case counts by age

group, followed by deaths:
• 0 to 17: 3,953 cases; one death
• 18 to 24: 8,303 cases; four deaths
• 25 to 34: 11,832 cases; 19 deaths
• 35 to 44: 8,753 cases; 36 deaths
• 45 to 54: 8,887 cases; 109 deaths
• 55 to 64: 6,593 cases; 186 deaths
• 65 to 74: 3,313 cases; 260 deaths
• 75 to 84: 1,871 cases; 274 deaths
• 85 and older: 1,492 cases; 403

deaths
Updated figures are posted daily

at occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc.

For information on getting tested,
visit occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.
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said in a statement
Wednesday. “These efforts
will continue as we adapt
our efforts to support the
best possible learning and
working environment.”

Last week, unionized
teachers circulated signed

letters throughout the
school community enu-
merating what they say are
still unresolved issues per-
taining to safety measures,
equipment and potential
instructional loss of stu-
dent-teacher time in the
new model.

NMFT President Tamara
Fairbanks said while
teachers have decided to
hold off on seeking an in-
junction to stop Newport-
Mesa schools from re-
opening, members are still
actively advocating for a
delayed reopening at sec-
ondary schools.

“Hopefully, if they do ap-
prove this, that would give
us more time to put more
measures in place, so there
would be a smoother tran-
sition,” Fairbanks said.
“Delaying a full semester
— academically, as a
teacher, that makes sense
to me. It’s less disruptive to
their learning.”

Meanwhile classified
employees maintain New-
port-Mesa has still not im-
plemented all the promis-

ed safety measures on
campuses. CSEA President
Pam Saunders told board
members Tuesday classi-
fied employees are bring-
ing their own supplies to
work.

“We were promised that
we wouldn’t start in-per-
son instruction until it was
safe to do so and all safety
precautions were in place

for students and staff,”
Saunders said. “Unfortu-
nately, that is not the case.”

In a regular meeting
Tuesday, trustees approved
a tentative agreement with
CSEA for the 2020-21
school year.

District officials esti-
mated the terms of the
agreement will cost New-
port-Mesa $1,161,051.

It calls for a one-time
payment equivalent to 1%
of employees’ base salaries
and a $500 stipend for full-
time employees to support
the increased use of per-
sonal technology equip-
ment and materials (part-
time faculty stipends will
be pro-rated).

Employee contributions
to health and welfare ben-
efits will remain consistent
with last school year, and
language regarding profes-
sional growth has been
clarified.

Leona Olson, the New-
port-Mesa assistant super-
intendent of human re-
sources, clarified the
agreement excludes still-
ongoing talks regarding
school reopening.

“We have had some
really difficult conversa-
tions,” she said, “[and] we
continue to work very, very
hard on the negotiations
on reopening. I really ap-
preciate the dialogue we
have with both teams.”
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NEWPORT-MESAUnifiedSchoolDistrict trusteeswillmeet
Thursday todiscusswhether tokeepmiddleandhighschools
operatingunderadistance learningmodel throughDec.17.
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