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Additional police officers on Monday pa-
trolled the Estancia High School campus, af-
ter Newport-Mesa Unified School District
confirmed a noncredible threat had been
made against the Costa Mesa campus,
spurring rumors on social media.

In a message sent Sunday to the school
community, district leaders notified parents
that the Costa Mesa Police Department had
investigated an alleged threat against the
school and determined it was not credible.

“Students who were unaware of the out-
come of the police investigation recently
posted a warning of this unsubstantiated ru-
mor,” the message continued. “Students and
staff should feel safe about coming to school
tomorrow.”

CMPD spokeswoman Roxi Fyad said she

could not comment on the details of the
threat, as the incident was still being investi-
gated.

Fyad said additional patrol officers had
been sent to the Placentia Avenue campus to
support the school resource officer already
assigned there. She was unable to provide de-
tails on how long the additional support
would remain at the school.

While threats against public safety are un-
common at Newport-Mesa Unified, Estancia
High School officials were put on alert in De-
cember 2019. An image of someone holding a
gun was posted on Instagram. Words overlay-
ing the image read, “Tell staff and police, this
ain’t no joke. Don’t go to school tomorrow.”

Two individuals were arrested during the
investigation of that incident, including a 17-
year-old Estancia student and 18-year-old
Lenny Vega, who did not attend the school.

Both suspects were residents of Costa Mesa.
Although that threat was also deemed not

to be credible, CMPD officers reportedly re-
covered a BB gun that had appeared in the
photograph from the home of one of the sus-
pects.

Fyad confirmed Monday the most recent
threat was not similar in nature to what hap-
pened in 2019, saying the department con-
siders each report on a case-by-case basis.

“Every incident is different and has its own
details and facts,” she said.

While NMUSD spokeswoman Annette
Franco said she could not provide details on
the incident, she did confirm that attendance
at Estancia High School Monday was lower
than usual.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
STUDENTS ON THEIR lunch hour at Estancia High School in Costa Mesa, where an unknown threat was made over the weekend.

Police presence beefed up at
Estancia High after threat made
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

An Orange County business
owner was behind bars Tuesday
in what California Atty. Gen.
Rob Bonta said was a “nation-
wide, multiyear, multimillion-
dollar student loan debt relief
scam.”

Angela Kathryn Mirabella, 47,
was being held without bail and
was scheduled to be arraigned
Wednesday in the jail courtroom

in Santa Ana, according to jail
records.

She was one of seven people
indicted on a range of charges,
including conspiracy to commit
grand theft and unauthorized
use of personal identifying in-
formation in a scheme that
prosecutors say netted more
than $6 million from an esti-
mated 19,000 victims nation-
wide, including 3,000 in Califor-
nia.

Mirabella is the founder of
the Mirabella Group LLC, lo-
cated in Huntington Beach, as
well as Student Renew LLC and
My Financial Solutions, both of
Newport Beach, according to a
grand jury indictment.

The alleged scheme involved
multiple call centers that “swin-
dled” student loan holders with
promises of debt relief for a to-
tal of $1,000 in fees paid
monthly, Bonta said.

“They were swindled, they
were scammed,” Bonta said.
“For some, their dreams have
become horrific nightmares.”

The alleged victims paid the
fee to gain debt relief, but did
not receive any help and instead
often ended up with higher stu-
dent loan interest, defaults and
late notices, Bonta said.

The defendants allegedly stole

O.C. executive indicted in student loanscheme
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

See Loan, page A4

For her art, Robbie Britvich
starts by breaking things — tiles,
mostly.

“I don’t like anything that’s pre-
cise. I like it irregular,” said
Britvich in a recent interview,
adding that she usually starts
hammering away at the backs of
pieces of tile — sometimes whole,
sometimes broken — with the

image of what she wants to make
already in her head before she
starts. “I’ve always been like that
in my art.

“Off-kilter, a little bit,” said the
82-year-old Newport Beach artist.

Britvich works in mosaics and
describes herself as having always
been an artistic person. She
started out painting furniture, but

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

ROBBIE BRITVICHworks on her mosaic art in her garage on Monday.

Newport artistusesmosaics
to reflectCatalina Island
BY LILLY NGUYEN

SeeMosaics, page A3

For the first time since the pan-
demic hit in early 2020, conduc-
tors at the Mackerel Flats and
Goat Hill Junction Railroad
shouted, “All aboard” to the 2,700
plus riders who took advantage of
free rides offered Saturday and
Sunday.

Members of the Orange County
Model Engineers, the nonprofit
group that operates and main-
tains the miniature railroad in
Costa Mesa’s Fairview Park, were
on hand to welcome an enthusi-
astic public, including families
who’d often enjoyed the railroad’s
loop in the park prior to its clos-
ing.

Irvine resident Matt Malone
and his family of four have been
frequent visitors to the trains over
the years. “We’re so happy it’s re-
opened after 18 months,” Malone
said. “Our kids love trains and
coming here.”

Railroad President Dennis Neil
said his organization had received
about 40,000 inquiries on social
media prior to Saturday’s reopen-
ing.

The Mackerel Flats and Goat

Hill Junction Railroad was
founded in 1988 by a group of lo-
cal railroad buffs who have op-
erated the 7½-inch gauge railroad
for 30 years. An all-volunteer
group, the Orange County Model
Engineers behind the railroad is
dedicated to preserving and op-
erating vintage and modern live
steam, gas-mechanical and elec-
trical machinery in Orange
County.

OCME has a variety of the mini-
ature trains that travel over five
miles of track for about a 15-min-
ute ride. The organization pro-
vides the free public rides the
third weekend of each month be-
tween 10 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. as
part of the Fairview Park use
agreement with the city of Costa
Mesa.

Passengersboard theFairviewPark
railroadafter longpandemicbreak

Photo by Susan Hoffman

CONDUCTORS EXPLAIN the ongoing reconstruction of trestle bridge
during a pit stop as part of the OCME train rides at Fairview Park.

BY SUSANHOFFMAN

See Railroad, page A2

KANOA IGARASHI EASILY
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OF SURFING HEAT PAGE A3
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ALL-AMERICAN WATER POLO
HONORS PAGE A3

ALSO FROM
THE DAILY PILOT:

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

An order prohibiting Orange
County Health Care Agency ex-
perts from participating in
COVID-19 updates hosted by Su-
pervisor Katrina Foley has been
lifted, as feuding county officials
have reached a détente over how
and when to keep the public in-
formed.

Foley explained in a weekly
briefing Tuesday issues between
her and other supervisors had
been ironed out in a recent agree-
ment that will allow her to feature
OCHA experts twice monthly,
while the county would continue
to hold its own media briefings
each Friday.

“I’ve been working with the
CEO’s office and the Health Care
Agency — that’s our compromise
that we’ve come to,” she said.

Tuesday’s talk invited members
of the media to pose pandemic
queries to Dr. Regina Chinsio-
Kwong, an OCHA deputy health
officer who, alongside other
county experts, had been partici-
pating in Foley’s talks since early
August.

Such appearances came to a
halt after then-Supervisor Chair-
man Andrew Do and 4th District

Foley
settles
dispute
about
briefings
An order prohibiting
county health experts
from participating in the
supervisor’s COVID-19
updates is lifted.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Briefings, page A2
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO
ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:

LINDA FRANCES YELLIN AKA
LINDA F. YELLIN

CASE NO. 30-2021-01220662-PR-OP-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of LINDA FRANCES
YELLIN AKA LINDA F. YELLIN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by ERIC
YELLIN, JULIE YELLIN AND DAVID KYMAN in
the Superior Court of California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that ERIC
YELLIN, JULIE YELLIN AND DAVID KYMAN be
appointed as personal representative to administer the
estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 11/04/21 at 2:00PM in Dept. C08 located at
700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701
Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using the court's designated video
platform; (2) Go to the Court's website at
http://www.occourts.org/media-relations/probate-
mental-health.html to appear for probate hearings and
for remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing, call 657-
622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
TERENCE S. NUNAN - SBN 62287, PARKER,
MILLIKEN, CLARK, O'HARA & SAMUELIAN
555 S. FLOWER ST., 30TH FLR
LOS ANGELES CA 90071
9/22, 9/23, 9/29/21
CNS-3512647#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT
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average positivity rate at
3.7%, down from 6.8% at
the end of August.

“In terms of the case
rates and hospitalizations,
everything is downward
trending,” she added.

Meanwhile, the county’s
vaccination rate continues
to grow. Chinsio-Kwong
said the county inoculated
5,379 people on Monday
and is averaging about
1,833 new patients per
week.

About 79.7% of all vac-
cine eligible residents have
received at least one dose,
while 70.4% are fully vacci-
nated. Among the at-large
population, which ulti-
mately determines herd
immunity, only 68.6% have
gotten at least one dose,
while 60.6% have com-
pleted a full regimen.

Media members Tuesday
questioned why vaccina-
tion rates continue to lag
among Latino populations
— who, figures show, con-
stitute nearly 36% of Or-
ange County’s population
but only 21.3% of vacci-
nated residents.

Chinsio-Kwong said offi-
cials were considering how
to reverse such trends, stat-
ing Latino residents could
make up 15.4% of the vacci-
nated public whose ethnic-
ity was captured as “other”
or “unknown,” but could
not explain why neighbor-
ing counties, such as San
Diego, seemed to have
fewer disparities.

Foley said she’d like to
engage more deeply with
local church and school
communities.

“I do think that’s a miss-
ing link in reaching the Lat-
ino community,” she said.

Supervisor Doug Chaffee
condemned Foley’s updates
as a publicity stunt and
barred OCHA officials from
joining in.

“Taking county staff away
from their jobs for private
publicity events is not the
most appropriate use of
public resources,” Do said
in a statement. “It is an
abuse of power to use
county executive staff to
self-promote.”

Foley — who began
livestreaming virus talks af-
ter the Board of Supervisors
stopped hosting regular up-
dates at its own meetings —
on Tuesday maintained her
primary motivation was to
keep residents informed of
changing coronavirus
trends and statistics.

“My goal always is just to
be able to make sure we get
accurate information out to
the public so they can make
appropriate health deci-
sions,” she said.

Foley and Chinsio-Kwong
provided an update on the
county’s infection rates and
COVID-19 hospitalizations,
on the decline in recent
weeks, and countywide
vaccination efforts.

OCHA on Tuesday re-
ported 433 new infections
and three deaths. A total of
311 residents are hospital-
ized with COVID-19, with
95 being treated in inten-
sive-care units. As of Mon-
day, six children were in the
hospital due to the infec-
tion, while three were in the
ICU.

Chinsio-Kwong said case
rates are averaging at 11.4
per 100,000 people — com-
pared to 16 to 18 at the start
of the month — with the

Screenshot by Sara Cardine

DR. REGINA Chinsio-Kwong, a deputy health officer
with the Orange County Health Care Agency, Tuesday is
shown in a briefing held by Supervisor Katrina Foley.

Continued from page A1
BRIEFINGS

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

The Tran family, who
drove to the park from Fuller-
ton, were among the many
first-time riders. Ethan Tran,
3, was excited to go on his
first train ride.

Huntington Beach resi-
dent Derrick Fadden brought
his 3-year-old daughter,
Kinsley.

“I grew up here and in my
whole life it’s the first time
I’ve ever experienced it,” Fad-
den said. “Kinsley loves
trains, she’s been on a dozen
trains, Knott’s Berry Farm,
Disneyland, Colorado and
Yosemite.”

Fadden said he plans to

celebrate his daughter’s next
birthday with a party at Goat
Hill Junction Railroad, which
has become a popular event
at the mini train operation.

Passengers on Sunday
didn’t seem to notice the rail-
road’s old Hank Hornsveld
Trestle, originally built in1991
and crumbling, was out of
commission until the con-
ductors pointed it out.

Club volunteers began the
reconstruction project of the
96-foot trestle bridge last July
to replace rotted wood verti-
cal piers or bents, horizontal
stringers and decking across
the top.

“The entire structure is
new except for the concrete
footings,” explained Hank
Castignetti, OCME secretary.
“We don’t expect competi-
tion until mid 2022.”

“As we take down the old,
we build the new,” Neil said.
“It’s a lengthy process.”

Photos by Susan Hoffman

THE O.C. MODEL Engineers’ Mackerel Flats and Goat Hill
Junction Railroad offered their first train rides in 18 months.

SUSAN HOFFMAN is a
contributor to Times
Community News.

MATT
MALONE
and Betty
Chan, with
kids, Koa, 2,
and Kai, 5,
are happy
to revisit
the OCME
at Fairview
Park after
its long
closure.

Continued from page A1
RAILROAD
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ACROSS
1 Patriotic uncle
4 Mates for does
9 Put forth, as a
question
13 Sharif or
Bradley
15 Dry run
16 Pres. Hoover's
state of birth
17 __ up; hoard
18 Cuban ballroom
dance
19 Old Russian title
20 Lets go, as a
class
22 Berry &
Jennings
23 Hook or Nemo:
abbr.
24 Go quickly
26 Point the finger
at
29 __ with; making
eyes at
34 Kilmer's
famous poem
35 Grouch
36 "Not a moment
__ soon!"
37 Sorrowful drop
38 __ time; locked
in prison
39 Head covering
40 "For __ a jolly
good fellow"
41 Confused
struggle
42 Disloyal
43 Lifted up
45 Like seahorse
tails
46 "All __ day's
work"
47 Hit the runway
48 Additionally
51 About to
happen
56 Genuine
57 Shade of purple
58 Appear in the
distance
60 Three wise
men
61 Saw-toothed
62 Toy with a
string
63
Wingtip-to-wingtip
measure
64 Scare off
65 Grumpy
person's need,
perhaps

DOWN

1 __ up; absorb
2 In the center of
3 African nation
4 1 of 13 on the U.S.
flag
5 Have confidence
in
6 Shoots carefully
7 Actor Kaplan
8 __ prices; making

drastic cuts
9 White __ fence;
front lawn border
10 Leak out
11 The Ugly
Duckling, in reality
12 All __; listening
14 Savior
21 Tumor
25 Vex

26 Asleep __
switch; derelict in
duty
27 Fish basket
28 Discontinue
29 Cooked in oil
30 Freeway
division
31 Know-__;
smarty-pants
32 Hindrance to
sleep
33 Punctured
35 Composer
Porter
38 Listing all the
particulars
39 In a robust way
41 One of God's
6th-day creations
42 Earmarked
sum of money
44 Stringed
instrument
45 Zodiac sign
47 "For __"; vacant
shop sign
48 Biceps
locations
49 __ years; 2124,
2128, etc.
50 Long tale
52 Muddy
swampland
53 Scheme
54 End of the
morning
55 Spanish
romantic painter
59 Headful of
thick hair

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

eventually “graduated” to
doing mosaic work almost
two decades ago when
longtime friend Catrina
Awalt was about to toss out
some tiles that had arrived
broken in a shipment to her
Catalina Island shop.

“I said, ‘Don’t throw
those away. I will take them
and I will do something
with them.’

“So, I did. I started with
birdhouses and she started
selling them in her shop
and they all sold,” Britvich
said. “And then, I started
doing historic things — the
[Catalina Island] casino,
Chimes Tower, mermaids ...
[Awalt’s] been taking all of
my pieces for years and
they’ve been selling, so I’ve
just continued that.”

Awalt said that Britvich’s
works bring prices ranging
from $100 to $1,000 at Two’s
Co. of Avalon, depending
on the scale of the item.
What’s more, she specif-
ically sells her artwork only
to people who live in
Southern California so that
she can deliver them her-
self.

There’s no fixing some-
thing that’s one of a kind,
she said.

“I sell a lot of tiles, but
some of the tiles in my
shop arrive broken,” Awalt
said. “She just comes up
with these really clever
ideas. You give her pottery,
broken jewelry. Give her
something to play with and
she comes up with wonder-
ful, wonderful things.”

Britvich works out of her
garage-turned-studio in
Newport Crest and spends
a few hours each day at her
craft, taking anywhere from
one or two weeks to a full
month to complete an
item, depending on its
scale.

But art wasn’t her life
from the start. Not by a long
shot.

Britvich was born in 1938
in Oklahoma City. But
when World War II ended
and her father was dis-
charged from the U.S. Navy,
her family left West Virginia
for San Pedro, where she
grew up.

She’d eventually make
her way to Newport Beach
in 1963, where she would
later meet her husband,
Darwin, and start her own
business.

She helmed Robbie’s Rag
and Mop, a women janito-
rial service, for about 25
years.

"[Darwin] was a contrac-
tor and he was building
homes and I sold my busi-
ness and then went into my
arts full-time at that point
because I [had been] kind
of dabbling with it,”
Britvich said.

“We were just happy. A
happy couple with kids,
grandkids and then he had
a stroke and was 69 [in
2002],” she said.

“It was a tough time.
When he passed away, I
kept doing my stuff. I just
kept doing it because it was
my [survival].”

She said that since her
husband died she has
found art to be a lifeline.
And she’s enjoying selling
her works.

“I’m 82; I’m actually go-
ing to be 83 in November,”
she said.

“This is probably the best
time of my life.”

Awalt said she gets atta-
ched to pieces that Britvich
brings in, but the artist re-
minds her she has to sell
the pieces and not just keep
them in her shop.

“My store is on the higher
end side, so it has interest-
ing artwork. Hers just fits in
there with everything else. I
just never know what she’s
going to come up with,”
Awalt said. “She goes ‘I’m
coming over. I did this.’ She
found an old antique mir-
ror and tiled it. Brought it in
and it’s just beautiful. Just
one thing after another.”

For Britvich, she said
there’s something about the
presentation of art and the
creation of it that is fulfill-
ing for her.

“For me, I don’t think I
could ever survive without
it,” Britvich said.

“When I’m creating a
piece, I get excited and then
I just go into this area. I
can’t explain it. Isn’t that
weird? Happy. I’m happy.”

Continued from page A1
MOSAICS

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

ROBBIE BRITVICH created a tile mosaic plate at her home.

BRITVICH
PLACES
a piece of
tile into a
piece she
calls
“Casino
Mermaid”
at her
Newport
Beach
home on
Monday.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Huntington Beach’s Kanoa Igarashi
handled his business Tuesday on the
south side of the Huntington Beach
Pier as the U.S. Open of Surfing com-
pleted the first round of the men’s
competition, reducing the number of
surfers still in contention for a title
from 96 to 48.

The women’s competition got
underway, completing 10 of the 16
first-round heats.

Igarashi made it look easy in his
heat, putting up scores of 8.33 and
6.67 for a two-wave total of 15.00,
winning the four-man heat and ad-
vancing to the Round of 48, where
he’ll be matched against San Clem-
ente’s Kade Matson, Florida’s Evan
Geiselman and Australia’s Reef Hea-
zlewood.

Igarashi’s confidence on the south
side wave comes from his familiarity
with it, surfing it hundreds of times
for nearly his entire life.

“Obviously Huntington’s where I

learned how to surf,” he said.
“Living in Huntington we have a

few options to surf but I only surf
south side. I definitely spend a lot of
time out here and it’s definitely given
me a couple of waves in the past and
even today.”

Igarashi’s 8.33 is the third highest-
scoring wave in the Open so far, sur-
passed by San Clemente’s Griffin Co-
lapinto (8.50) and Australia’s Liam
O’Brien (8.40). Igarashi has a history
with both, facing Colapinto numer-
ous times in contests growing up,
then beating Colapinto in the final
heat to win the US Open in 2018.

O’Brien knocked out both Igarashi
and Colapinto in the 2019 Open, on
his way to the final, where he ulti-
mately lost to Yago Dora.

Other notable men who advanced
to the Round of 48 are Olympian and
San Clemente resident Kolohe
Andino, Championship Tour surfer
Connor Coffin of Santa Barbara,
Long Beach’s Nolan Rapoza, Encini-
tas’ Jake Marshall, and Patrick Gu-

dauskas and Cole Houshmand of
San Clemente.

In the women’s competition,
Olympian Caroline Marks won her
four-woman heat with a two-wave
score of 11.10, advancing to the
Round of 32.

Sage Hill School graduate Court-
ney Conlogue, a two-time Open win-
ner who finished No. 9 in the world
in the just completed Championship
Tour season, will surf her first-round
heat Wednesday morning around
9 a.m.

Two other local women surfed on
Tuesday — Newport Beach’s Meah
Collins and Huntington Beach’s Chi-
asa Maruyama.

Collins, the daughter of former pro
surfer Richie Collins, placed third in
her heat with a two-wave score of
9.67, just missing out on advancing.

Maruyama, a 2019 graduate of
Huntington Beach High, was one of
two women’s alternates to get into

SURFING

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTON BEACH'S Kanoa Igarashi competes on Tuesday morning during Day 2 of the U.S. Open of Surfing.

Huntington’s Igarashi easily
advances in first U.S. Open heat
BY JOEHAAKENSON

See Open, page A4

USA Water Polo has re-
leased its Junior Olympics
All-Americans, based on the
results from the Junior
Olympics held in Orange
County in July.

Gabriella Alexson of New-
port Beach Water Polo was
the 12-and-under Girls MVP,
after helping Newport Beach
win the title. Other first-
team selections from New-
port Beach included Valerie
Verdugo and Sadie Ricks,
while Campbell Pence and
Terra Lindberg were second-
team honorees. Honorable
mentions included Hannah
Jacklin of Vanguard Aquat-
ics, based in Huntington
Beach.

Kamryn Anderson of
Costa Mesa Aquatics Club
won the 12-and-under
Mixed Division MVP after
helping CMAC win its first
platinum division title in
program history. Teammates
Madison Mack and Jay Lar-
son joined Anderson on the
first team, while CMAC’s
Dominic Diaz and Thomas
Mauser were second-team
selections.

Allison Cohen of Van-
guard was the 14-and-under
Girls MVP. Other first-team
selections from first-place
Vanguard included Laguna
Beach High freshman Kara
Carver and Kate Sloman,
while Vanguard’s Presley
Jones (also a Laguna Beach

freshman) and Charli Krotts
earned second-team nods.
Sophia Del Villar of Newport
Beach Water Polo was an
honorable mention.

The other local MVPs
were Zachary Bettino and
Ryder Dodd of Vanguard,
who split the honor after
helping Vanguard win the
16-and-under boys’ title.

Bettino and Dodd are a
junior and sophomore, re-
spectively, at Huntington
Beach High. They were
joined by Finneas Palcza
and Ethan Spoon as first-
team selections, while Van-
guard’s Jay Pyle and Chris-
tian Hammonds were on the
second team. Newport
Beach had Finn Genc on the
second team, and Finn
Lesieur as an honorable
mention.

Huntington Beach players
James Rozolis-Hill and
Chase Dodd (first team), as
well as Gabriel Haddad and
Nikola Mirkovic (second
team), also earned Junior
Olympics All-American stat-
us for Vanguard. They
helped the 18Us reach the ti-
tle match before losing to
Bay Area-based CC United.
Newport Beach’s Mason
Hunt (second team) and
Ben Liechty (honorable
mention) also earned hon-
ors in the 18U age group.

On the girls’ side, Newport
Harbor High seniors Morgan

WATER POLO

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

VANGUARD AQUATICS' Zachary Bettino, shown scoring
against San Diego Shores in July, was tournament co-MVP.

Local players earn Jr.
All-American honors
BYMATT SZABO

See Honors, page A4
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about $6.1 million, prose-
cutors said.

The student loan holders
assumed their debt was
now being handled by the
companies and that the
fees they paid went toward
the loans, prosecutors said.

The alleged scheme op-
erated between 2017 and
2020, Bonta said. The call
centers reached about
380,000 student loan hold-
ers.

“Teachers, nurses, single
parents — folks from every
walk of life,” Bonta said.
“They pretended to be as-
sociated with the U.S. De-
partment of Education and
falsely guaranteed they
could lower student loan
payments.”

When some of the stu-
dent loan holders grew sus-
picious, the callers “would
apply pressure and fake
deadlines and imply there
was no other way to get
debt forgiveness,” Bonta
said.

In some cases, the de-
fendants would extract per-
sonal identifying informa-

tion to change the terms of
their student aid without
the consent of the victims,
Bonta said.

Applying for student loan
relief costs nothing through
various legitimate govern-
mental programs, Bonta
said. “If you’re being
charged for any of this you
may be a victim of a scam
and we want to hear from
you,” he said.

Many of the victims were
unaware they were
scammed because they did
not receive late-payment
notices due to programs of-
fering relief during the pan-
demic.

The other defendants in-
clude Cesar Sandoval-
Vilchis, 35; Stephen Allen
Gamboa, 39; Briana Nacole
Graham, 35; Matthew
Bruce Walsh, 27; Teresa
Marie Lovato, 45; and
Paulina Francine Pacheco,
32.

Gamboa pleaded not
guilty Thursday and was or-
dered to return to court
Oct. 15 for a pretrial hearing
in the Central Justice Cen-
ter in Santa Ana.

Continued from page A1
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Netherton and Taylor Smith
each earned first-team All-
American honors after help-
ing Newport Beach reach the
18U final before losing to SO-
CAL. Olivia Giolas and Anna
Reed were second-team se-
lections for Newport Beach,
while Ava Houlahan of La-
guna Beach High was a sec-
ond-team selection for SET
Grey.

Laguna Beach’s Charlotte
Riches was a first-team All-
American for 16-and-under
Girls finalist SET, while team-
mate Ava Knepper, also from

Laguna Beach, earned a sec-
ond-team nod.

Newport Beach’s Shane
Santoni (first team) and
Bobby Wright (second team)
earned 14-and-under Boys
accolades. Beckett Chen and
Kai Kaneko of Vanguard were
honorble mentions.

Vanguard’s Brooklyn Vega
and Asa Chen earned first-
team12U boys’ honors, while
teammates Daniel Con-
standse and Morgan Crich-
ton were on the second
team. Newport Beach’s Lo-
gan McGann also earned
second-team honors.

Continued from page A3
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the contest after two wom-
en — Brazil’s Silvana Lima
and 2019 Open winner
Sage Erickson of Ojai —
were forced to drop out.

Maruyama placed
fourth in her heat with a
two-wave score of 6.74.

Other notable women
who advanced to the
Round of 32 include San
Clemente’s Kirra Pinkerton
and Sawyer Lindblad.

Continued from page A3
OPEN

Kevin Chang
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Photographer

HUNTINGTON
BEACH'S
Kanoa Igarashi
does a backside
360 as he
competes in Heat
24 of the Round
of 96 on Tuesday
morning

JOE HAAKENSON is a
special contributor to Times
Community News


