
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2022 /// Serving the coastal cities of Orange County and beyond /// dailypilot.com

Reported hate crimes and inci-
dents in Orange County rose for
the seventh year in a row but at a
slower pace than in the recent
past, officials with the O.C. Hu-
man Relations Commission said
this week.

There were 398 reports of hate

crimes and incidents in Orange
County in 2021, the commission
said Wednesday in a statement
issued ahead of the Sept. 15 re-
lease of its full report. That’s a 6%
increase over the 375 such re-
ported crimes that law enforce-
ment, educational institutions
and community organizations
were notified of in 2020.

“The continued rise in hate ac-
tivity across the nation shows we
can do more to create an all-in-
clusive environment, which is
why my fellow Board members
and I strongly support expanding
the County’s anti-hate efforts,”
the commission’s chairman, Or-

Reports of hate in O.C. increased again in 2021
The Orange County Human Relations Commission logged 398 reported
hate-motivated crimes and incidents in 2021, compared to 87 in 2015.

Kevin Chang

A GROUP in April
2021 holds a large
banner as an
airplane skywrites
"No Hate" at the end
of a news
conference in
Huntington Beach.

BY ERIC LICAS

See Hate, page A2

W hen you look in a mirror, what do
you see?

Is the image looking back at you
beautiful and inspiring, or do you see flaws?
Can you not help but notice signs of aging
or fatigue? Could you stand to lose a few
pounds? Are these attributes apparent to
others?

“Perceive Me,” a new performance exhibit
at the art gallery at Newport Beach’s Coast-
line College poses questions about identity
and value and explores how our thoughts
about ourselves are often colored by how we
believe others see us.

Los Angeles artist Kristine Schomaker — a
plus-sized woman with an eating disorder
who’d spent decades evaluating her self-
worth based on how she believed she was

perceived by others — set out to find an-
swers by doing what some might consider
unthinkable.

She agreed to pose nude for 60 artists, in
positions and locations of their choosing, to
understand how others regarded her and, in
the process, reconcile those perceptions
with her own beliefs about her body, its

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

A REAR VIEW of "Good as Hell," a mixed-media sculpture of Kristine Schomaker created by artist Debbie Korbel, for the performance exhibit
"Perceive Me," at Coastline College through Oct. 15. Schomaker posed nude for 60 artists to understand how others perceived her image.

Plus-size artist questions
identity, value in exhibit
BY SARA CARDINE

See Exhibit, page A7

In Disney’s 1993 film “Hocus
Pocus,” the cynical protagonist,
Max, quips that everyone knows
Halloween was invented by the
candy companies. While that
isn’t exactly an accurate descrip-
tion of the holiday’s origins,
candy still plays a significant role
during the season. In fact, it’s the
time of year Disneyland candy
maker Candy Pruitt most looks
forward to.

“Halloween time is such a
magical time here,” said Pruitt.
“It starts off with Halloween time
and that just extends to the next
holiday season.”

Pruitt has worked at the resort
for almost 10 years and said she
has always had a sweet tooth.

Disney parks favor treats over tricks

Sarah Mosqueda

CANDYMAKER Candy Pruitt works on spooky treats at Disneyland
Park on Sept. 2, 2022, as part of the theme park’s Halloween celebration.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Parks, page A7

RITZ-CARLTON CULINARY COOKOUT SERIES TO HOST SUPPERS
AT SUNSET PAGE A6

RESIDENT INPUT SOUGHT AS HUNTINGTON BEACH DREAMS
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The Orange County Health
Care Agency began distributing
doses of the bivalent vaccine this
week to target the dominant
Omicron strains — BA.4 and
BA.5 — in addition to the original
coronavirus strain that began the
pandemic in early 2020.

The BA.5 Omicron subvariant
is currently the most common
strain reported in Orange
County, according to data from
the agency.

The boosters are to be distrib-
uted in a single dose at least two
months after the completion of a
primary vaccination series or the
most recent booster dose. The
Centers for Disease Control has
updated their online tool to help
the public learn whether or not
they are eligible to receive a
COVID-19 booster and what type.

The Pfizer-BioNTech booster is
recommended for those ages 12
and over while the Moderna bi-
valent booster is recommended
for those 18 and older. The new
boosters can be administered
alongside other vaccines, includ-
ing annual flu shots, according to
health experts.

“It’s really important to con-
sider getting the bivalent vaccine

Bivalent
vaccines
available
to O.C.
residents
County health officials
say they have begun
distributing doses of the
updated boosters that
fight COVID-19 variants.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Vaccines, page A7
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Join us for FREE pre-show activit
ies

Sept 24–25
Sat, 10 am* & 1 pm
Sun, 1 & 3:30 pm
*Sensory Friendly/Relaxed

Tickets $20

MEDIA PARTNER

Segerstrom Center Presents

scfta.org

ACROSS
1 Hole-making tool
4 Book of maps
9 Diamond
officials
13 Manual or tome
15 Embarrassment
16 Trevor of "The
Daily Show"
17 Central part
18 Provide party
food
19 Nat King __
20 Benumbing
22 Preowned
23 Military vehicle
24 Word attached
to drum or mark
26 Honda sedan
29 Perfect
34 Wrinkled fruit
35 Actor Michael
36 Wanted poster
letters
37 Feels ill
38 Academy
student
39 Toot one's own
horn
40 Elected official:
abbr.
41 Certain
Scandinavians
42 __ Davis
43 Took a trip
45 Hurries
46 Once __ blue
moon
47 Shrewd
48 Croquet game
setting
51 Abbot's home
56 Meanie
57 Saying
58 Layer of paint
60 Smokey, for
one
61 Revolving
machine part
62 Circle dance
63 Notice
64 Small
appliances
65 Presidential
monogram

DOWN
1 "Grey's Anatomy"

network
2 Lumber
3 Traditional
knowledge
4 Rise
5 Express
gratitude to
6 Part of the
musical scale
7 Prayer ending
8 Corporal's

superior
9 Straighten, as
hair
10 Pasture cries
11 Sickly-looking
12 Lean-to
14 Michael & Diane
21 Show courage
25 Amazement
26 Fall __; suffer a
breakdown

27 Town __;
announcer of old
28 Mea __
29 No longer
colorful
30 Commits
perjury
31 Home to 7.75
billion people
32 Go
rollerblading
33 Wise men
35 Oldster's
support
38 Squid dish
39 Implore
41 Lion's lair
42 Arrest
44 Grape-growing
field
45 Stair step
separators
47 "__ Train" of old
TV
48 Lung section
49 Middle __;
historical period
50 Cape or shawl
52 Aroma
53 Intl. military
alliance
54 Spot for solar
panels
55 Linear measure
59 Paving
substance

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

ange County Supervisor
Doug Chaffee wrote in the
statement.

The report distinguishes
between hate crimes and
hate incidents, the latter of
which are instances in
which a person’s actions or
statements are motivated
by bias toward someone’s
race, religion, gender or
sexual orientation but do
not rise to the level of legal
wrongdoing.

Last year was the sev-
enth in a row that the com-
mission documented an
increase in reports of hate
in the county. The commis-
sion logged 87 bias-moti-
vated crimes and incidents
in 2015.

Prior to that year, the
number of reports had
been on the decline for
about a decade. During
that period, Black Ameri-
cans were the most tar-
geted group.

The county saw a 35%
spike in hate crimes and
incidents in 2020, the re-
port said, marking the larg-
est increase in recent years.
Antisemitism was the most
frequently reported motive
in those cases.

The commission also re-
corded a 40% increase in
reported hate crimes and
an 1,800% rise in hate inci-
dents against Asian Ameri-
cans in 2020. That year’s re-
port came in the wake of
the emergence of
COVID-19 from China,
prompting the reported
scapegoating of people of
Asian and Pacific Islander
descent.

The Orange County
Board of Supervisors
unanimously approved a
$1-million proposal sub-
mitted by the commission
to bolster efforts to combat
hate, according to the
commission’s statement.
Some of those include
multilingual awareness
campaigns, expanded serv-
ices to victims of hate and
improvements in methods
to report bias-motivated
events.

Continued from page A1
HATE

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

As cities across the state
grapple with how to satis-
fy their mandated Re-
gional Housing Needs As-
sessment numbers, local
communities are divided
on how to best approach
the issue.

The Fountain Valley
City Council passed an or-
dinance Tuesday allowing
for some development
projects to include up to
75 dwelling units per acre,
provided those projects
meet certain conditions.

A project may be built
up to 75 units per acre
when the nearest property
line of the perimeter of a
mixed-use zone is sepa-
rated by the 405 Freeway,
or if it is at least 400 feet
away from a single-family
residential zone.

Council members

landed on 75 units per
acre after the General Plan
Advisory Committee and
the Planning Commission
did not agree on whether
to eliminate a variation
that allowed for up to 100
residential units per acre
under those specific cir-
cumstances.

The committee voted
7-1 to keep the 100-units-
per-acre base zoning den-
sity, while the Planning
Commission earlier this
summer recommended its
removal by a 3-2 vote.

In responding to critics
of the ordinance, Council-
man Glenn Grandis called
attention to the city’s
housing allocation num-
bers, including the re-
quirement to plan for
2,093 low-income units.

“I feel your frustration,
and we’re doing what we
think is best for the city,

and we’re not doing what
we think is best for the de-
velopers,” Grandis said.
“We’re doing what we
think we have to do to
motivate the developers to
do affordable housing,
and that’s the bottom
line.”

Fountain Valley has
been tasked with adding
4,839 dwelling units. The
city had appealed its sixth
cycle (2021-2029) Regional
Housing Needs Assess-
ment number in October
2020.

Eleven opportunity sites
have been identified by
city staff to add housing.
Only two of those — the
former Boomer’s location
and Warner Square —
would meet the require-
ments to be built out to 75
units per acre.

Mayor Patrick Harper
said he appreciated the re-

duction from 100 to 75
units per acre, but he said
he felt the number should
have been dropped down
to 65. The council passed
the ordinance by a 3-2
vote, with Mayor Pro Tem
Kim Constantine and
Harper dissenting.

“If we were to take this
down to 65, we would still
present a housing element
that’s in compliance with
what the state requires,”
Harper said. “That’s the
bottom line, to me. What
the developers might or
might not do changes
from day to day.”

Council members
Michael Vo, Ted Bui and
Grandis voted for the ordi-
nance. Vo said his vote
was motivated by wanting
to keep options available
to the city, indicating that
he felt it would be “irre-
sponsible” not to do so.

“I was part of the [Gen-
eral Plan Advisory Com-
mittee], and we met over
the years, and my vote
was yes so that we can en-
tertain each proposal, be-
cause every single housing
unit that comes into the
city will have to go
through planning en-
tirely,” Vo said. “The plan-
ning commissioners will
study and issue recom-
mendations, so that’s still
a long process.

“But for the city to
blankly say, ‘OK, we only
do 65, we only do 100, or
we only do 75,’ we basi-
cally limit ourselves. Why
don’t we give them an
open field, so that they
can give us different pro-
posals that we can enter-
tain?”

F.V. allows some developments 75 dwelling units per acre
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

Downtown Huntington
Beach features one of the
longest piers in North
America, almost as long as
the love letter to surfing
the downtown area writes.

The Surfers’ Walk of
Fame and Surfing Hall of
Fame are nestled at the be-
ginning of Main Street. Go
a couple of blocks further
inland, and there is the In-
ternational Surfing Muse-
um. A statue of surfing pio-
neer Duke Kahanamoku is
displayed prominently in
Pierside Pavilion.

“I think we’re the Times
Square of surfing, down-
town Huntington Beach,”
said Kelly Miller, president
and chief executive of Visit
Huntington Beach. “I’ve
lived in a variety of small
cities and there is soul-
soothing feeling one gets
when you’re in downtown
Huntington Beach, par-
ticularly early in the morn-
ing or when the sun is set-
ting.

“It’s a calmness, and very

few places can promise
that and deliver on that. I
think as the world gets
busier, it seems a little up-
side down right now, and I
think downtown Hunting-
ton Beach gives people a
respite from what’s hap-
pening around the world.”

But what other elements
are people looking for
downtown? As the city
seeks to renovate Main
Street and the surrounding
blocks, how do residents
want the hub of Surf City

to look?
Those are the questions

the city is seeking to an-
swer this month, with
community engagement
sessions it is dubbing
“Downtown Dreamin.’”
Three sessions where resi-
dents are invited to share
their downtown stories are
scheduled for the next
three Mondays — Sept. 12,
19 and 26 — at Main Street
Library.

There will also be a pop-
up booth at Surf City

Nights on Tuesday, and
two Main Street walk-
abouts scheduled for
Wednesday. Preregistration
is required for the sessions
and walkabout.

Huntington Beach city
manager Al Zelinka has
seen this work for cities be-
fore. He gave the example
of Enumclaw, Wash.,
which had a streetscape
program based on story-
telling. As examples, the
structural part of the
benches was designed by a
local welder to emulate the
structure of the flumes that
carried the logs to the
mills. Wind-driven bird
whistles were attached to
the lights.

The stories were cap-
tured on pieces of concrete
inlay and inserted into the
sidewalk.

When he worked in the
private sector as a design
consultant, Zelinka co-au-
thored a report called
“Placemaking on a Budget:
Improving Small Towns,
Neighborhoods and
Downtowns Without

Spending a Lot of Money.”
He said the initial Down-
town Dreamin’ session for
Huntington Beach, which
took place Aug. 29, was
very productive.

“The community talked
about things like, how can
the tools that have been
used over time to shape
surfboards, how can they
be incorporated into the
design of fencing that goes
around outdoor dining?”
Zelinka said. “Or the tools
that were used on oil der-
ricks back in the day, how
can those be incorporated?
Can we figure out a design
for the benches, so that the
base of the benches re-
flects the old pier structure
that used to exist before it
collapsed? There were just
so many examples.

“What the Downtown
Dreamin’ is allowing to
happen, naturally and
authentically, is for the
community to tell stories
and then work together to
figure out how those sto-

H.B. seeks input on downtown makeover

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A COUPLEwalks on Main Street in downtown Huntington
Beach on Thursday. The city looks to renovate the area.

BYMATT SZABO

See Downtown, page A4
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Find a cancer specialist at
MemorialCare Orange Coast Medical Center.
800-MEMORIAL | memorialcare.org/cancer

E X P E R T
C ANC ER
C A R E

That’s why we’re here — with the most personalized and effective treatment

for you. At the MemorialCare Cancer Institute at Orange Coast Medical Center,

our oncology experts listen to your needs. Your schedule. Connecting you

with life-saving screenings, breakthrough research, and advanced technology

and imaging capabilities. Putting all of our time, into helping you take control

of yours.

When a cancer diagnosis happens, time
becomes more important than ever.

LONG BEACH MEDICAL CENTER | ORANGE COAST MEDICAL CENTER | SADDLEBACK MEDICAL CENTER
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forum

For a limited time, earn a guaranteed interest rate
with a CD (certificate of deposit).

A $10,000minimum balance is required.

2.50%APY1

To get started, contact the Preferred Banking Office
nearest you or scan the QR code to learn more.

5-MONTH CD

1 Offer is subject to change without notice and applies for one term only. Annual percentage yield
(APY) is effective as of publication date. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. $10,000
minimum balance required. Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender

Corona del Mar
2800 East Coast Highway, (949) 721-0988

Newport Beach
3991 MacArthur Boulevard, (949) 756-8828

firstrepublic.com/CD

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

I t would be easy
to assume that
Patrick Gordon

became a teacher
because it’s in his
blood. His army vet
dad was a teacher, and
his stepmother, stepsisters
and stepfather also pur-
sued careers in education.

Gordon, who lives in
Huntington Beach and
teaches Advanced Place-
ment U.S. History at Gahr
High School in Cerritos, is,
by any measure, extremely
good at his job. A natural,
you might say.

Now in his 27th year of
teaching, he is a long-
serving department chair
and faculty advisor for
Gahr’s Model United Na-
tions program. He has
overseen substantial im-
provement in AP pass
rates at the ethnically
diverse school, where a
majority of the students
are economically disad-
vantaged. Some of his
former students now have
successful careers, and I’d

wager that many
consider Gordon an
important influ-
ence behind their
achievements.

Indeed, Gordon’s
performance has been

so impressive that in 2012
he was named a Jaime
Escalante Teacher of the
Year, a prestigious award
named after the famous
educator who inspired the
film “Stand and Deliver.”

Despite all that, Gordon
knows well that choosing
to become a teacher — or
to recommit to teaching
year after year — is no
easy decision. Unfortu-
nately, that’s more true
now than ever.

When speaking with
Gordon recently, I was
struck by how often this
exceptional educator used
the word “sad” to describe
the state of teaching today.
The disrespect, he said, is
“depressing on a deep
level.”

“I don’t need praise,” he
emphasized. “I just don’t

think that I’m being val-
ued or that we are being
valued anymore.”

(Full disclosure: Gor-
don’s wife Tracy is my
longtime hairstylist and a
dear friend.)

No doubt, teaching has
always been a demanding
job. But educators like
Gordon once believed
that, for the most part, the
frustrations — as well as
the lower pay compared
with other professions
requiring a similar level of
education — were out-
weighed by the rewards.

Even at schools so
underfunded that teachers
routinely resorted to buy-
ing their own classroom
supplies, many remained
devoted to their careers
because they loved what
they did and believed in
the positive impact they
could have on young lives.
Many took on second jobs
so they could afford to
keep teaching and still pay
the bills.

But increasingly teach-

ers are questioning
whether it’s worth it any-
more. Many report being
worn out by years of top-
down measures that have
sapped their autonomy
and sucked creativity from
the learning process.
Meanwhile, our fixation
with standardized testing

has drained more of the
joy from teaching, and the
growing politicization of
education has teachers
constantly on the defen-
sive regarding what they
say, how they plan their
lessons and which books
to assign.

As bad as it’s been,

when COVID-19 emerged
the situation grew expo-
nentially worse. Indeed,
after an initial burst of
public appreciation dur-
ing the early days of the
pandemic, the gratitude
quickly evaporated and
teachers went from rock
stars to villains.

They were branded as
selfish if they were reluc-
tant to return to in-person
teaching out of fear of
infection, blamed for
student learning losses
after months of remote
studies and expected to
miraculously overcome
the myriad of societal ills
that plague our youth.

Add to that teachers’
daily worries about school
safety and the now-stand-
ard training in how to
respond during an active-
shooter attack. And
they’ve been on the re-
ceiving end of increasingly
vitriolic and dangerous
rhetoric aimed at stifling

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Teachers are starting to question
the rewards of their profession

See Teacher, page A6

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

THIRD- THROUGH fifth-grade students participate in class
at Village View Elementary in Huntington Beach in 2021.

I met Lisa Pearson back in those blissful
days of volunteering in the kindergarten
classroom of our first-born children. We
were wide-eyed and happy to help. We
quickly bonded over our shared hopes for
our kids, and our love of Lincoln Elemen-
tary School. Soon we were attending PTA
meetings and signing up for even more
opportunities to serve. It is with complete
confidence and unbridled enthusiasm that
I recommend my friend for Newport-Mesa
Unified school board zone 4.

Over the years I’ve watched Lisa apply
her classroom teaching experience, her
motherly instincts, her fine-tuned organi-
zational skills and her endless generosity
to huge jobs like school play producer and
PTA president. Under her leadership at
both Lincoln and Corona del Mar High
School, there have been great successes,
much needed funds raised and educa-
tional goals achieved — all with a refresh-
ing lack of controversy. Our kids have
grown, but Lisa has never left the educa-
tional environment. As she shepherded her
youngest through school choices based on
specific learning needs, she even devel-
oped a special program at a local private
school that has helped others as well.

Everyone in our community knows that
our schools are some of the highest ranked

in the nation, but recently there has been a
politically motivated effort to denigrate
those who work diligently to maintain that
excellence we expect. The NMUSD school
board position is nonpartisan, and I can
attest after 20 years of lively conversations
spanning countless election seasons, that
Lisa respects political differences and
always leads with a listener’s ear and a
peacemaker’s heart; she will never let poli-
tics guide her decisions. Lisa Pearson cares
about the mental health and well being of
the children, high standards in the class-
room, respect for parental involvement,
and attention to keeping our schools safe.

Summer Bailey-Bress
Newport Beach

Brenner finds balance
One of the more sensitive jobs of a

council member is negotiating labor agree-
ments with city staff. The union’s role is to
push for as much as it can get. The coun-
cil’s role is to provide compensation pack-
ages that ensure we attract and retain the
best people and at the same time keep in
mind the long-term financial health of the
city, which can mean saying no to some

MAILBAG

More election thoughts from readers

SeeMailbag, page A6

ries can be manifested in
the downtown streetscape
that will ultimately come to
City Council for direction.”

In September 2021, the
City Council received a pre-
sentation from staff regard-
ing spending for downtown
revitalization, using Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act funds.
About $1.75 million was
identified for proposed
funding.

Huntington Beach’s com-
munity development de-
partment is working with
Studio One Eleven to ex-
plore different design el-
ements for Main Street and
the downtown area.

The city likely wants to
build on its outdoor dining
program that was necessi-
tated during the coronavi-
rus pandemic. The second
block of Main Street re-
mains closed to vehicular
traffic, and the program has
largely been lauded as a
success.

The third block was also
closed for a few months,
but had complaints from
owners as the businesses
there are more mixed. It re-
opened in January 2021.

Ron Newman is an
owner of Killarney’s, Baja
Sharkeez and the recently
opened Sandbar Cocina Y
Tequila. All three establish-
ments are located on the
second block of Hunting-
ton Beach, where 18 of the
21 businesses are either
restaurants or bars.

“Back from the early
days, I think downtown has
changed a lot,” Newman
said. “You know, it was a lit-
tle out of control back then.
The great thing today is
that between the Down-
town Business Improve-

ment District, the police
and all of the businesses,
everyone’s working very
close together. If there’s a
problem, we have meetings
and come up with solu-
tions. It’s much, much bet-
ter.”

Newman said the out-
door dining has been pos-
itive for his businesses as
well.

“People just love to sit
outside,” he said. “It’s
healthier, it’s fresher, it’s
better to people-watch. I’d
say about 20% of the peo-
ple now won’t eat inside.”

Stuart Goldberg is the of-
fice manager for Innocean,
an advertising agency
which has been located at
5th Street and Pacific Coast
Highway for about a dec-
ade. He’s also the vice presi-
dent of the Downtown BID.

Innocean employees and
clients alike are frequent
visitors of the restaurants
on Main Street and in the
surrounding area.

“I think it would be nice
if the downtown had a
more consistent look,” said
Goldberg, who lives within
walking distance at Pacific
City, the upscale mall and
entertainment center south
of Main Street. “It’s a little
hodge-podge right now, as
different businesses
pitched their temporary
tents and did what they
needed to do to stay in
business. But we know that
the city’s going through the
process of seeking input
from the businesses and
the public.

“Personally, or for Inno-
cean, the walkability is im-
portant to us. Most of our
employees park in the
morning, and they’re walk-
ing to get lunch or enjoy the
downtown area. They’re go-
ing to walk across the street
for Happy Hour … so for us

walkability is something I’d
like to see continue or even
go further in the future.”

Sandy Taylor, who owns
the Model Citizen and Dash
of Sass clothing boutiques
on the third block of Main
Street, said she has signed
up for one of Wednesday’s
walkabouts.

“I like this approach
much better than the direc-
tion it was taking,” said Tay-
lor, who has been a busi-
ness owner downtown
since 2006. “At least you feel
like you have some input …
We felt like we were out of
the loop, so at least with
this they’re bringing the
businesses and community
in.”

Taylor said she would like
improved lighting down-
town, as well as something
in the post office area lo-
cated at Main Street and
Olive Avenue.

“It’s such a dead zone,”
she said. “I’m hoping there’s
some sort of activation that
they can come up with that
will drive people further
down Main Street.”

Whatever changes and
upgrades are made, Miller
said that Huntington
Beach’s history, from the
surfing to the old Golden
Bear nightclub, tells a com-
pelling story.

“I think it’s really smart to
have people tell their sto-
ries about downtown Hunt-
ington Beach, to capture
those stories and find those
nuggets of truth and oppor-
tunity that can then be
used in design elements,”
he said. “Downtown can
then organically grow so
that both residents and
visitors find compelling
reasons to go and hang
out.”

Continued from page A2
DOWNTOWN

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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© 2022 Keck Medicine of USC

Our new state-of-the-art facility in Newport Beach is home
to world-renowned cancer and blood disorder specialists
who will provide the personalized care you need in an
environment designed tomake you feel most comfortable.

USC Norris Comprehensive Cancer Center is ranked by U.S.
News &World Report as one of the top 20 cancer programs
in the nation and is a leading academic cancer program in
Orange County.

Our Newport clinic provides easy access to on-site clinical
trials and best-in-class care, so you spend less time
traveling andmore time with those you love.

Together we are limitless.

KeckMedicine.org/newportbeach

(949) 438-5886

ForMore Information

TOP20CANCERPROGRAM
INTHENATION
Right here in
Newport Beach

MEET THENEWEST EXPERT
ONOUR TEAM
Ravi Shankar, MD
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

Accounting Manager:
Bachelor’s degree in

Biz. Admin., Economics
or rel. req., $47,674/yr,
F/T, Resume to Jake Oh,
Linkone, Inc. 5681 Beach
Blvd Ste100, Buena Park,

CA 90621

Employment

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise
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In Orange County, there
are many opportunities to
dine alfresco. Beachside
barbecues and coastal
restaurants are many, but
the Ritz-Carlton, Laguna
Niguel combines the two
experiences for its Culinary
Cookout series.

The outdoor dining se-
ries is set on the edge of a
bluff overlooking the ocean
with specialty offerings
from the local food and
beverage industry and from
concepts within the Dana
Point resort. Live music ac-
companies the lawn seating
with patio umbrellas, mak-
ing the whole event feel like
a backyard barbecue.

The series kicked off on
Aug. 26 with pitmaster
Daniel Castillo of Heritage
Barbecue serving his signa-
ture smoked meats, and
desserts like peach cobbler
provided by the resort.

The series continues on
Sept. 14 with a Pacific
Northwest clambake pre-
sented by Quy Trinh that
will include a raw bar, salm-
on candy, albacore crudo
and more. The dinner will
also include wine pairings
from regional producers.

On Oct. 6 the series will
present Brews and Bites,
with a pop-up appearance
from the Bruery, the Pla-
centia-based beer maker
and one of Orange County’s
first craft beer innovators.
The brewery, which cele-
brates its 14th anniversary
this year, will serve a selec-
tion of its signature beer-
wine hybrids and barrel-
aged stouts while the resort
will provide dishes like wild
boar bratwurst and duck
cassoulet flatbread.

The remaining events
will be centered around two
upcoming cultural holi-
days.

On Oct. 28 the Ritz’s chef
de cuisine, Sanjay Rawat,

will prepare a spread of tra-
ditional regional Indian
cuisine for the Diwali holi-
day, India’s Festival of
Lights. Rawat earned his
culinary degree in Malaysia
and gained experience
cooking at places like the
five-star Taj Hotel and the
Clay Oven. The New Delhi
native also heads up the re-
sort’s chef-driven culinary
program dedicated to Indi-
an weddings, with dishes
that put a modern spin on
traditional Indian cuisine.

The series closes on Nov.
3 with a Dia de los Muertos
celebration at RAYA, the re-

sort’s signature restaurant
and bar, by Richard San-
doval. The Latin-inspired
concept at the hotel comes
from the renowned San-
doval, who is known for his
contemporary Latin cuisine
that incorporates flavors of
Asia and those native to
California.

The James Beard nomi-
nated Sandoval grew up in
Mexico City and has restau-
rants in more than 10 coun-
tries over four continents.
For the resort’s Day of the
Dead celebration, Sandoval
creates a four-course prix-
fixe menu accompanied

with specialty tequila cock-
tails. Live music from a Lat-
in band and professional
face painting for the sugar-
skull face-paint look that
has become synonymous
with the holiday will also be
available.

Tickets for the events
start at $150 and include
dinner and two drinks. The
events are timed just before
sunset, giving diners an op-
timal view by the time they
get to their entrees.

Ritz-Carlton cookout series to host suppers at sunset

Photos courtesy of Ritz-Carlton

DINNER AT the Ritz-Carlton, Laguna Niguel’s Culinary Cookout. The series continues on Sept. 14 with various seafood dishes and local wine pairings.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

SUNSET
DINING at
the Culinary
Cookout.
Tickets for
the event
start at $150
and include
dinner and
two drinks.

districts report hundreds,
even thousands of vacan-
cies; the National Educa-
tion Assn. estimates that
U.S. schools are currently
in need of another 300,000
teachers and staff.

Some observers down-
play the crisis. They note
that teacher shortages
aren’t new and that some
districts have had no
problems attracting and
retaining personnel.
There’s no comprehensive
national data, so a com-
plete picture remains
elusive.

But we can’t ignore the
fact that many campuses
— often those that serve
the most distressed com-
munities — are losing
teachers at alarming rates
and can’t find enough
replacements to fill the
gaps.

The problem is so se-
vere in some areas that
certain districts have re-
sorted to desperate mea-
sures — lessening require-
ments for entry-level
teachers, boosting reliance
on long-term subs, hiring
students with incomplete
training, increasing the
burden on remaining
teachers and even short-
ening workweeks to four
days.

any classroom discussion
that touches on racism or
LGBTQ issues.

It should hardly come as
a surprise that many
teachers are now fed up.

Across the nation, con-
cerns are mounting over
potentially catastrophic
teacher shortages. Some

Veteran teachers like
Gordon know that the
deflating environment
exacts a heavy toll.

“Some people can’t wait
to get out, and they
haven’t been there 30
years,” he said. “They’ve
been there three.”

Many won’t even get
that far. There are indica-
tions that young people
are increasingly giving
teaching a hard pass.

Gordon’s own daughter
could be one of them.
Now a college freshman,
she has been discouraged
from considering a future
career in teaching by some
family members — the
same family with a proud
heritage in education.

Their warnings should
speak volumes about how
badly we’ve lost our way.

Teaching is arguably the
most important job, but
you’d never know it by our
contemptible treatment of
this honorable profession.
That’s not merely sad. It’s
tragic.

Continued from page A4
TEACHER

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.

Brenner has done a good
job of finding this balance.
For example, she has called
for new police hires to
provide better coverage in
the city, but she has been
firm in rejecting some
union demands that she
felt were both unnecessary
and not fiscally responsi-
ble. In other words, she has
said no to some labor re-
quests in order to protect
the city’s taxpayers. Sup-
porting the safety of our
city while keeping a firm
hand on financial controls
— this is just one of the
reasons I am supporting
her reelection.

Nancy Gardner
former Newport Beach
council member/mayor

A few facts about
Y and K

Costa Mesa’s Measure Y
by its own terms exempts
all affordable housing proj-
ects required by law. It does
not prohibit any housing
projects but only requires a
public vote for certain
major projects.

Measure Y applies only
to projects (residential or

requests. In her tenure, Joy

nonresidential) that require
exceeding the limits of the
existing general plan and
zoning law. The measure
passed by more than a
2-to-1 vote of the people in
2016.

There is no requirement
in Measure K, on the Costa
Mesa ballot this November,
that any new housing be
affordable or that would
limit the sales price or rent
that could be charged for
houses, condominiums or
apartments.

There is nothing in Mea-
sure K that would mitigate
the effects of high-density
projects on increased ve-
hicular traffic, noise, air
pollution and other adverse
effects.

Any project the City
Council approves under the
terms of Measure K would
be immune from refer-
endum; the public would
have no way to reverse the
council’s decision.

Although a new housing
project may increase net
property tax revenue for
the first five years or so, the
cost to Costa Mesa taxpay-
ers of providing services to
the project every year after
that is substantially greater

than the revenue.
The people of Costa

Mesa must continue to
have a say in their city’s
future by voting against
Measure K.

Eleanor Egan
Costa Mesa

A look at N.B.
campaign
disclosures

One way to gauge the
support of our City Council
candidates is to look at
their campaign disclosure
forms.

Newport Beach new-
comer Tom Miller has
threatened to spend up to
$400,000 to win a seat on
the council, and he has so
far given himself $125,000
to buy the seat.

What is unusual is that as
of the most recent disclo-
sures, Miller only has
$49,100 cash on hand to
start the campaign. This is
far behind Joe Stapleton,
Robyn Grant, Erik Wiegand
and even Joy Brenner.
Miller’s consultants must
have kids in college given
how they are spending his
money. If he spends the

taxpayers’ dollars like he is
spending his campaign
cash, the city will be broke
by Easter.

The disclosure also
shows that Miller has lim-
ited support except from
himself. He raised only
$27,529 from other donors.
This is far less than all the
other candidates. Even
worse for Miller is that over
56% of his donations are
from people who do not
live in Newport Beach. He
does appear to be the pre-
ferred Newport Beach
candidate of people living
in Anaheim and Las Vegas.

Like a lot of other rich,
entitled candidates, my
prediction is that Tom
Miller will find Newport
Beach voters cannot be
bought. Residents want
candidates who reflect our
values, history and unique
quality of life. Voters re-
spect those who put in the
time over the years to make
this a better community.
Perhaps Miller should have
picked another city to
move into if he wants to be
an elected official.

Kerry Sabo
Newport Beach

Continued from page A4
MAILBAG
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“My name says it all,”
laughs Pruitt.

On Sept. 2, at Candy Pal-
ace on Main Street, U.S.A.
at Disneyland, Pruitt
dipped caramel apples
into orange-colored white
chocolate to create Mickey
pumpkin candy apples.
The pumpkin-shaped treat
with marshmallow ears re-
sembles the giant Mickey
pumpkin at Main Street’s
Pumpkin Festival.

Other confections at
Candy Palace include
Mickey spiderweb rice ce-
real treats, Minnie witch
candy apples and a Hal-
loween marshmallow
wand dipped in caramel
and dark chocolate.

Of course, pumpkin
spice abounds too. Pump-
kin spice churros are avail-
able at the Buena Vista
Churro Cart, pumpkin-
spiced Mickey-shaped bei-
gnets rolled in pumpkin-
spiced sugar can be found
at the Mint Julep Bar, and
Red Rose Taverne features
a pumpkin cold-brew cof-
fee flavored with pumpkin
and vanilla and topped
with whipped cream.

Over at Paradise Gar-
dens in Disney California
Adventure, the park cele-
brates the season a differ-
ent way, with Plaza de la
Familia. Guests are invited
to explore traditions asso-
ciated with Dia De Los
Muertos by visiting the
Mexican Árbol de la Vida
(Tree of Life) and writing
messages to loved ones on
the memory wall.

“Plaza de la Familia
really represents the His-
panic and Latino culture
you can see all around the
world,” said resort ambas-
sador Mark Everett King Jr.
“That resonates with so
many different families. It
is nice to be able to see
stories that you can relate
to.”

The storytellers of Plaza
de la Familia perform “A
Musical Celebration of
Coco,” telling the story of
Coco in a compact per-
formance that includes
Mariachi music and tradi-
tional folklorico dancers.

California Adventure is
also where parkgoers can

find food and drinks that
accompany the perform-
ance and celebrate His-
panic and Latin American
Heritage Month, which be-
gins Sept. 15.

“I would say the whole
menu is pretty exciting,”
said Chef Kamilah Rob-
inson of the offerings at
Paradise Garden Grill.
“One of my personal favor-
ites, though, would be the
carnitas burrito.”

The hefty burrito is
stuffed with pork carnitas,
Spanish rice, pinto beans
and salsa verde and comes
with house-made tortilla
chips. Other traditional
plates include green chile
chicken tamales, a chorizo
quesadilla and sirloin beef
tacos served as a trio with
escabeche, rice and beans.

Robinson said the team
sourced recipes from cast
members in order to cap-
ture truly authentic flavors.

“With this menu, we did
take feedback and recipes
from cast members that
they would cook with their
families at home and let
them have that chance to

bring it here. Then, to see
it on the menu board is su-
per exciting.”

There are also many
nontraditional dishes that
Robinson anticipates will
become new favorites.

“I think our twist on
mole wings are going to be
popular, and our carnitas
pizza is something differ-
ent too,” said Robinson.

The mole chicken wings
are served in a spicy ancho
and guajillo mole sauce,
and the carnitas pizza is
topped with pork carnitas,
chorizo refried beans,
mozzarella and citrus cab-
bage slaw with salsa verde.

This year it seems
spooky season at Disney
Parks features more treats
than tricks, and that isn’t
just a lot of hocus pocus.

Halloween Time runs
now through Oct. 31 at Dis-
neyland Park, and Plaza de
Familia runs now through
Nov. 2 at Disney California
Adventure Park.

Photos by Sarah Mosqueda

THE STORYTELLERS of Plaza de la Familia perform at
Disney California Adventure Park earlier this month.

Continued from page A1
PARKS

CHEF
KAMILAH
ROBIN-
SON
presents
Mexican
food at
Paradise
Garden
Grill at
Disney
California
Adventure
Park.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

beauty and value.
“I love this idea of seeing

myself through other peo-
ple’s eyes, trying to shift
this perspective and trying
to love myself through
that,” Schomaker, 49, said
in an interview Tuesday.
“Putting myself out there
nude is a way of facing
myself, facing my fears.”

The result is an assem-
blage of artwork rendered
in charcoal, ink, wood, clay
or mixed and even digital
media, each one showing a
different side of its subject.

One larger-than-life
sculpture titled “Good as
Hell” portrays Schomaker
as a kind of angel, sus-
pended from the ceiling
and framed by a majestic
metal wingspan.

Another, a painting,
shows her confidently
seated, naked but for a
gold chain and top hat, a
cigarette in one hand and
an ice cream sundae in
another.

Created largely in 2019,
the exhibit debuted at Cal
State Los Angeles in Febru-
ary 2020 but was placed on
hiatus due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. It runs at
Coastline College through
Oct. 15, with an opening
reception scheduled for
Sept. 23, before heading to
San Diego Mesa College.

“It’s about being com-
fortable with who you are,”
said Coastline Art Gallery
director and curator David
Lee. “You can’t be more
vulnerable than putting
yourself out there to 60
different artists and having
them present you in your
entirety. I wouldn’t do it,

not even if you paid me.”
Although Schomaker

had disrobed in the name
of art before, sitting for
sketches or being photo-
graphed behind frosted
glass or some other ab-
stracting surface, ceding
control of how she might
appear was a departure
from her normal mode of
attempting to hide her
figure in (mostly black)
clothing.

But in the process of
posing — in hats, wigs or
assembled crowns, reclin-
ing amid rose petals, lying
flat against a rock outcrop-
ping or with arms crossed
below ample breasts in a
beatific manner — the
artist began to notice a
shift in the way she felt
about herself.

“I felt glamorous, classy,
beautiful and seen,”
Schomaker wrote in an
artist’s statement that

accompanies the works at
the Coastline gallery. “The
poses came naturally, and I
was having fun. I soon
realized my inner feelings
are much different than
the physicality of my
body.”

Los Angeles artist Susan
Amorde created a sculp-
ture and mixed media
piece titled “Ta-Dah!”
which shows Schomaker,
arms raised above her head

in a posture of triumph,
standing atop an antique
scale balanced by a cake, a
reference to 2018 show
curated by Schomaker
titled “Let Me Eat Cake.”

“Most people have this
little skinny model image
of an ideal body weight. I
think [Kristine] is proving
that wrong,” said Amorde,
who came to the Coastline
Art Gallery Wednesday to
host a lunchtime lecture.

“This is how I see her—
she’s quirky, she’s daring,
she’s feminine and funny.
There are a lot of different
sides to her.”

Schomaker said the
feedback she’s gotten from
“Perceive Me” has been
largely positive as audienc-
es describe how much the
work and the concepts
undergirding them reso-
nated deeply. She hopes to
help people love their
bodies, to give themselves
permission to think about
things differently or, ulti-
mately, not care what other
people think.

As for herself, she said
she’s learned things are not
as black and white as she

once believed. She sees
now there is no one ideal
body shape and character
also weighs in on how
others perceive us.

“I’m still a work in prog-
ress, as far as learning to
love my body,” she said.
“But I’m getting closer.”

“Perceive Me” runs at
Coastline Art Gallery,
through Oct. 15 with an
opening reception sched-
uled Sept. 23 at 5 p.m.
Located at 1515 Monrovia
Ave., Newport Beach, the
gallery is open Wednesdays
and Thursdays from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Continued from page A1
EXHIBIT

Courtesy of Kristine Schomaker
ARTIST KRISTINE SCHOMAKER poses in front of a
photograph displayed in the exhibit "Perceive Me."

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

AN OIL PAINTING called "Where Does the Truth Lie” by Bradford J Salamon, is part of
"Perceive Me" at Coastline Art Gallery in Newport Beach. The exhibit runs through Oct. 15.

Kevin
Chang

LOS
ANGELES
artist Susan

Amorde
poses

Wednesday
with her
sculpture
"Ta-Dah!"

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

because this vaccine has
the original strain as well
as an Omicron variant that
will help protect you in the
upcoming weeks and
months,” said county
health officer Dr. Regina
Chinsio-Kwong in a brief-
ing Tuesday.

“We want everybody to

have a good holiday sea-
son, but that means pro-
tecting yourself against the
variants that are circulat-
ing,” said Chinsio-Kwong.
“Again, just remember the
strong recommendation to
still wear a mask, to still
utilize all those preventive
measures that we’ve been
talking about and to get
vaccinated especially when
you’re eligible.”

In a statement announc-

ing the distribution of the
booster doses, the Orange
County Health Care
Agency encouraged eligi-
ble residents and visitors
to visit vaccines.gov to find
a nearby clinic that offers
the bivalent vaccine. Addi-
tionally, COVID-19 vaccine
appointments are available
through the county agency
at othena.com.

Chinsio-Kwong suggests
residents also reach out to

their local care providers
or pharmacies to see if the
bivalent boosters are avail-
able, as there may be some
delay of notice online.

CVS, Walgreens and Rite
Aid websites were report-
ing Friday that the updated
boosters were available.

Chinsio-Kwong con-
firmed the county agency
received about 1,000 doses
of the Pfizer-BioNTech
booster and about 1,000

doses of the Moderna
booster. The state of Cali-
fornia reportedly has re-
ceived over 1 million doses,
according to the Los Ange-
les Times.

“We’ve been told from
the California Department
of Public Health and CDC
that there may initially be a
ramping up period but
that the vaccine will be
available widely in the
community in the coming

weeks,” Chinsio-Kwong
said.

About 2.3 million people
have been fully vaccinated
against the coronavirus
and an estimated 1.4 mil-
lion have received boosters
or additional doses in Or-
ange County, according to
data reported by the
agency on Sept. 6.

Continued from page A1
VACCINES

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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City of Hope, an NCI-designated comprehensive cancer center, has opened its
visionary cancer and academic research center in Irvine. Cancer research that
has led to breakthrough treatments used around the globe is conducted right
here. Patients who once traveled for expert care now have the world’s best
cancer-fighting minds close to home. This is the Hope you’ve been waiting for.

888.333.HOPE (4673) | CityofHope.org/OC
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Jyoti Malhotra, M.D., M.P.H.,
Associate Professor, Department of Medical

Oncology & Therapeutics Research

HOPE
IS HERE
THE MOST ADVANCED
CANCER CARE IN OC


