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After 21 years of involun-
tary confinement to a state
mental hospital for contin-
ually and openly harboring
fantasies of raping and
killing children — desires
that his psychologists have
previously agreed made
him too dangerous to re-
lease — Cary Jay Smith is
free.

Despite a separate con-
viction for sexual offenses
against children, the one-
time Costa Mesa man does
not have to register as a sex
offender. He was released
from Coalinga State Hospi-
tal on Tuesday, and it’s un-
clear where he is now.

“He can be sitting at a
park right now watching
kids play and nobody
knows who he is,” said Lynn
Rinner, whose then-7-year-
old son was the subject of a
letter Smith wrote in 1999
detailing violent sexual fan-
tasies after he saw the boy
in his neighborhood.

Costa Mesa Mayor
Katrina Foley said Wednes-
day that local police are
closely monitoring the situ-
ation, but Chief Bryan Glass
has been informed by the
district attorney’s office that
Smith is not in Costa Mesa.
Smith no longer has family
in town.

District Atty. Todd Spitzer
and Board of Supervisors
Chair Michelle Steel have
appealed to Gov. Gavin
Newsom asking him to in-
tervene and require Smith
to resume registering as a
sex offender. In a joint letter
penned Tuesday, the two
said they fear Smith may re-
turn to Orange County and

harm children.
He manifested his desires

by collecting movies with
themes of sex and violence
against children and by say-
ing he wanted to be known
as “Mr. RTK” — for “rape,
torture, kill,” Spitzer and
Steel said in their at-times
graphic letter, citing Smith’s
testimony in previous hear-
ings to review his commit-
ment.

The Department of State
Hospitals did not renew the
most recent hold, allowing
it to expire “despite Mr.
Smith not learning concrete
skills to manage his deviant
sexual impulses should he
find himself in a high-risk
situation,” the letter said.

“This sexual predator has
repeatedly testified under
oath that he will reoffend if
he is released, and we
should believe him,” Spitzer
said in a follow-up state-
ment.

“Smith, an unstable indi-
vidual, has openly made
threats to rape and murder
children and has stated that
he would reoffend upon his
release,” Steele added.

“The fact that he is being
released back into our com-
munity is unconscionable.
We must take this threat to
our community very seri-
ously and ensure that every-
one in Orange County is
aware of this individual’s
grave threat to our chil-
dren.”

A spokesman for the De-
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man is free after 21
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Cary Jay Smith

Matthew Littman has seen the co-
ronavirus pandemic affect his life in
a very tangible way.

When Littman graduated from UC
Irvine last month with a Master of
Science in Business Analytics degree,
he did not physically walk across the
stage.

Littman, 26, instead watched the
ceremony from the couch of his
Irvine home.

“It wasn’t what I was expecting, but
also, it was exciting,” he said. “The
class was 110 people, and we were all
on a Zoom call watching the gradua-
tion.”

Littman’s hope with his new proj-
ect is that he will be able to help oth-
ers as COVID-19 rages on across Or-
ange County, the state and the coun-
try. He has developed a COVID-19
tool — the U.S. Severity Dashboard
— which he updates daily.

“My goal in doing this project is
mostly to get people to be aware of
how severe the virus is in their area,
so that they know the risk that it is to
them, but also just to take this seri-

ously,” he said. “You can see that all
of the different counties and all of the
different states are starting to trend
upward.”

The dashboard features cases and
deaths but also much more. It draws
data from a number of different sites,
Littman said, including Johns Hop-
kins University, the Kaiser Family
Foundation, the COVID Tracking
Project and others. Littman then de-
veloped a formula to assign
COVID-19 severity and response
scores for any chosen region.

He also reached out to Unacast,
which is providing him data on how
much people are moving during the
pandemic. This allows Littman to
provide a social distance grade, from
A through F, for a given area. Los An-
geles and Orange County, as well as
California as a whole, have earned an
“F” grade.

The dashboard indicates that Cali-
fornians have traveled 17% less than
they did before the pandemic.

“We are doing less [traveling] than
we were previously, but it’s not that
much less,” Littman said.

The dashboard indicates contin-
ued grim numbers for Orange
County. There were 22 more deaths
in the county reported Wednesday,
according to the Orange County
Health Care Agency, bringing the
death toll to 455. There were also 911
new COVID-19 cases reported over-
all, and the cumulative case count is
27,031.

“What is interesting about Califor-
nia is that they never had a period
they were going down,” Littman said.
“They opened everything up at a
time when [the coronavirus] was still
going up in severity. I don’t know if
[Gov. Gavin Newsom] was pressured
… because we did have protests and
there were people complaining. But
for example, you look at New York,
they had a clear peak, they started

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

IRVINE RESIDENTMatthew Littman, 26, a UC Irvine graduate with a master’s degree in business analytics, spent
the past four months creating a detailed COVID-19 severity dashboard for counties across the United States.

Architect of a COVID-19 tool
UC Irvine graduate Matthew Littman has pivoted from
predicting sporting events to noticing coronavirus trends.
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has kids arriving on campuses in
small cohorts that will attend
morning or afternoon teaching
periods with an extended learning
period featuring enrichment and
activities the rest of the day (Level
2).

Newport-Mesa Unified School
District officials are closing in on
a comprehensive plan for how the
2020-21 school year might func-
tion, whatever the coronavirus
pandemic may bring, approving
on Tuesday a strategy for students
in grades TK-6.

Families will have the option of
placing children in a 100% virtual
K-12 school, to which they will
commit for at least one trimester
or semester and which will op-
erate as an independent entity
with its own teaching staff and
principal. Former Ensign Inter-
mediate Principal Mike Sciacca
has been picked to helm the on-
line-only school.

All other elementary students
could participate in a full-day
“Max 16” model that will shift in
response to state and county or-
ders issued during the pandemic.

As such, instruction could be
totally in person (Level 1), totally
online (Level 3) or a hybrid that

Wednesdays will condense
lessons and extended learning
into a half-day morning session
for all students, with teachers re-
ceiving professional development
in the afternoon. At all times,
there will be no more than 16

pupils in one classroom, officials
stated.

Plans for a similar flexible mod-
el at middle and high schools are
still being worked out and will
come up for review by board
members in a special meeting
tentatively scheduled for Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Officials and board
members promised Tuesday they
would try to keep siblings at dif-
ferent schools on the same sched-
ule, to the extent possible.

Interim Supt. Russell Lee-Sung
said because it is still unknown
whether Orange County will be
open or on lockdown when the
school year starts on Aug. 24, offi-
cials will announce which level
the sliding-model students will be
starting at two weeks prior.

“We’re building a structure right
now to be prepared for any con-
tingency,” he said. “I am very con-
cerned with the numbers — if
those numbers continue to go up,
it is truly jeopardizing our ability
to open up the physical environ-
ment.”

Orange County health officials

on Wednesday reported 911 new
coronavirus cases and 22 deaths
from COVID-19, the disease
caused by the virus. Among all
county cases, 1,525 are children 17
and under.

District staff members plan to
send out intent forms to families,
so they can declare whether
they’d prefer to have children at-
tend the 100% virtual school or
participate in the sliding model.

“We need to find out from par-
ents whether they are interested
in this [virtual] option,” Lee-Sung
told board members. “If they do
not choose that, then they’re in
the three-level adaptable plan.”

The superintendent acknowl-
edged while students will be dis-
tanced and areas disinfected,
many more details pertaining to
cleaning, bus transportation and
secondary-level course offerings
have yet to be worked out. Lee-
Sung said he plans to return to
the board in the coming weeks as

Newport-Mesa readies plans to offer on-campus or online learning
BY SARA CARDINE
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NEWPORT-MESA elementary students can learn in a 100% virtual
school or be in a program that regularly responds to shifting coronavirus
orders. A plan for middle and high school students is coming soon.

A Newport Beach socialite
who admitted paying $9,000
for a conspirator to take her
son’s online courses at
Georgetown University was
sentenced Wednesday to
five weeks in prison.

Karen Littlefair, who has
hosted fundraisers for high-
profile Republican politi-
cians at her Lido Isle home,
was also ordered by U.S.
District Judge Allison D. Bur-
roughs in Boston to pay a
$209,000 fine and serve 300
hours of community service.

Littlefair, 57, became the
18th parent sentenced and
the 16th sent to prison for

conspiring with William
“Rick” Singer, a Newport
Beach college admissions
consultant who for a decade
rigged standardized tests
and bribed college coaches,
then helped federal agents

unravel the scheme and en-
snare his co-conspirators in
a bid to reduce his eventual
prison sentence.

Singer, who pleaded
guilty to four felonies last
March, has yet to be sen-

tenced. The case’s highest-
wattage defendants — ac-
tress Lori Loughlin and her
fashion designer husband,
Mossimo Giannulli —
pleaded guilty in May to
conspiring to commit fraud
and agreed to spend two
and five months, respec-
tively, in federal prison. They
will be sentenced on Aug. 21
by U.S. District Judge Na-
thaniel M. Gorton, who is
not bound by the proposed
punishments in the couple’s
plea deals and can impose
any sentence he sees fit.

Littlefair, who was
charged months after the

N.B. socialite receives 5 weeks in prison
BYMATTHEWORMSETH
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IN 2014,
Karen
Littlefair is
shown with
her husband,
Andrew
Littlefair.
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T.S. No. 087641-CA APN: 149-371-29 NOTICE OF
TRUSTEE’S SALE IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PROPERTY OWNER: YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 6/9/2015.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT
YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A
PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION
OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING
AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD CONTACT A
LAWYER On 8/6/2020 at 9:00 AM, CLEAR RECON
CORP, as duly appointed trustee under and pursuant to
Deed of Trust recorded 6/16/2015 as Instrument No.
2015000311081 of Official Records in the office of the
County Recorder of Orange County, State of
CALIFORNIA executed by: HARVEY N RUDY, A
SINGLE MAN WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION
TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR CASH, CASHIER’S
CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION, OR A CHECK DRAWN
BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, SAVINGS ASSOCIATION, OR
SAVINGS BANK SPECIFIED IN SECTION 5102 OF
THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED TO
DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE: ON THE FRONT
STEPS TO THE ENTRANCE OF THE ORANGE
CIVIC CENTER, 300 E. CHAPMAN, ORANGE, CA
92866 all right, title and interest conveyed to and now
held by it under said Deed of Trust in the property
situated in said County and State described as: MORE
ACCURATELY DESCRIBED IN SAID DEED OF
TRUST. The street address and other common
designation, if any, of the real property described above
is purported to be: 22422 WALLINGFORD LN
HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92646 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of
the street address and other common designation, if
any, shown herein. Said sale will be held, but without
covenant or warranty, express or implied, regarding
title, possession, condition, or encumbrances, including
fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of the
trusts created by said Deed of Trust, to pay the
remaining principal sums of the note(s) secured by said
Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at
the time of the initial publication of the Notice of Sale
is: $336,040.39 If the Trustee is unable to convey title
for any reason, the successful bidder's sole and
exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no
further recourse. The beneficiary under said Deed of
Trust heretofore executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written Declaration of Default and
Demand for Sale, and a written Notice of Default and
Election to Sell. The undersigned or its predecessor
caused said Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be
recorded in the county where the real property is
located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you
are considering bidding on this property lien, you
should understand that there are risks involved in
bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a
lien, not on the property itself. Placing the highest bid
at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle you to
free and clear ownership of the property. You should
also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction,
you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before you can
receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of
outstanding liens that may exist on this property by
contacting the county recorder's office or a title
insurance company, either of which may charge you a
fee for this information. If you consult either of these
resources, you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on
the property. NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The
sale date shown on this notice of sale may be postponed
one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 2924g of the
California Civil Code. The law requires that
information about trustee sale postponements be made
available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those
not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable,
the rescheduled time and date for the sale of this
property, you may call (844) 477-7869 or visit this
Internet Web site WWW.STOXPOSTING.COM, using
the file number assigned to this case 087641-CA.
Information about postponements that are very short in
duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone
information or on the Internet Web site. The best way
to verify postponement information is to attend the
scheduled sale. FOR SALES INFORMATION: (844)
477-7869 CLEAR RECON CORP 4375 Jutland Drive
San Diego, California 92117
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NOTICE OF PETITION
TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF

VERLIE JUNE HANKINS aka VERLIE HANKINS
Case No. 30-2020-01137259-PR-LA-CJC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent

creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the will or estate, or both, of VERLIE JUNE
HANKINS aka VERLIE HANKINS

A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
Kerry L. Braaflat in the Superior Court of California,
County of ORANGE.

THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
Kerry L. Braaflat be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.

A HEARING on the petition will be held on Sept.
3, 2020 at 2:00PM in Dept. No. C06 located at 700
CIVIC CENTER DRIVE W, SANTA ANA CA 92701.

IF YOU PLAN TO APPEAR: (1) You must
attend the hearing by video remote using Microsoft
Teams; (2) Go to the court's website at
http://www.occourts.
org/media-relations/
probate-mental-health.
html to appear to probate hearings; and for remote
hearing instructions; (3) If you have difficulty
connecting to your remote hearing, call 657-622-
8278 for your assistance.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition,
you should appear at the hearing and state your
objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent
creditor of the decedent, you must file your claim with
the court and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.

Other California statutes and legal authority may
affect your rights as a creditor. You may want to
consult with an attorney knowledgeable in California
law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court.
If you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
ANDREWMMEINZER ESQ

SBN 204366
MEINZER LAW FIRM PC
3878 W CARSON STREET

SUITE 104
TORRANCE CA 90503
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ROUDA’S RESIDENCE: In the July 15 News section, an
article on a letter written by area legislators to the Orange
County Board of Education incorrectly listed Rep. Harley
Rouda’s city of residence as Long Beach. Rouda lives in La-
guna Beach.

FOR THE RECORD

The Laguna Beach City
Council voted Tuesday to
introduce an ordinance that
returns the city’s historical
preservation program to
being voluntary in a move
that has upset conserva-
tionists.

In a 4-1 vote, with Coun-
cilwoman Toni Iseman dis-
senting, the ordinance was
introduced and will be
passed to a second reading
for adoption. The City
Council also adopted a neg-
ative declaration, which
states that the planned pro-
gram will not have a signifi-
cant adverse effect on the
environment.

The ordinance amends
the city’s current inventory
of historic structures from
1981.

The historic preservation
ordinance, first adopted in
1989, acknowledged the
1981 Historic Resources In-
ventory and provided in-
centives to owners to main-
tain those properties. Ef-
forts to update the historic
register began in 2013 as the
register became outdated,
with many of the structures
listed having been modified
or demolished in addition
to new properties, city staff
said in February.

Over 30 public work-
shops and meetings have
been held since work began
to update the city’s histori-

cal preservation program in
2015 and the Planning
Commission reviewed and
recommended the City
Council approve it in Feb-
ruary.

On Tuesday, the City
Council approved final revi-
sions on the ordinance that
included the usage of state
codes to replace the local
historic rating system, con-
current review of applica-
tions for the historic register
and incentives, elimination
of age as a criterion and
changing when design re-
view is required for historic
properties.

It also clarifies the defini-
tion of a historic resource as
any property or structure
listed on the city, state or
national historic registers or

that has been officially de-
termined to be eligible for
the state register by the
State Historical Resource
Commission, determined
to be eligible for the na-
tional register by the Na-
tional Parks Service or one
that the city is mandated by
law to recognize as a his-
toric resource based on
substantial evidence.

Other revisions include
“owner consent” as a crite-
rion for eligibility for the lo-
cal register and the removal
of any reference to the 1981
inventory. Historic preser-
vation incentives have also
been expanded.

Currently, applications
can only be submitted by
property owners. The addi-
tion of “owner consent”

means that a property
would not be considered as
eligible to be listed on the
city’s historic register with-
out owner consent, said
Martina Caron, a city senior
planner.

The city will also need to
clarify an existing list in its
general plan, which shows
41 properties eligible for the
National Register of Historic
Places, staff said. Since 1981,
21 of those properties were
designated on the city’s his-
toric register, with two also
on the national register.
One property was demol-
ished before adoption of
the historic preservation or-
dinance in 1989.

The 20 other properties
on the list — including An-
neliese School, Hotel La-

guna and Main Street Bar &
Cabaret — would need to
be evaluated as part of any
future development appli-
cations to determine their
historic status.

Over 20 speakers partici-
pated in Tuesday’s council
meeting, and the city clerk
received 50 letters that
spoke both for and against
approval of the ordinance,
with some raising concerns
that the addition of “owner
consent” could lead to de-
struction of the town’s his-
tory while others pointed to
the prohibitive costs of
maintaining a historic
property and current city
processes.

Iseman said that she felt
the city did not explain the
benefits of historic preser-
vation, adding that she felt
the city should address
what hasn’t been done with

the current program before
considering adoption of a
new one.

“This yes or no has been
an incredible, painful pos-
sibility for the future of our
town,” Iseman said. “We
hear about how people are
coming and trying to scoop
up property ... the pres-
sure.”

“We have an amazing re-
source, and I think we can
protect it and make it work
for everyone because it isn’t
working, and we’re here be-
cause it isn’t working,” she
said, “but we haven’t done
— the low-hanging fruit —
to make it better.”

Councilwoman Sue
Kempf disagreed, saying, “If
the benefits were so great
and so obvious, we wouldn’t
need any compulsion. In
other words, we wouldn’t be
trying to hold people to this
inventory. If it was so great,
people would be jumping
on it.”

“But what’s happening is
and we’ve sat through all
these meetings — I don’t
know how many meetings
— and you see all these
longtime Laguna residents
who are upset being stuck
on this inventory, and
they’re just trying to fix up
their houses, and frankly
they can’t afford it,” Kempf
said.

The second reading is
tentatively scheduled for
discussion on Aug. 11.

L.B. moves to adopt historic preservation ordinance

LEFT, A VIEW of the Hotel Laguna at 425 South Coast Hwy. from the ocean at Main Beach. Right, a side view of the
“Boat House,” which is now an automotive business, at 1009 South Coast Hwy. in the village district of Laguna Beach.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

partment of State Hospitals
responded to a series of
questions from the Daily Pi-
lot Wednesday by saying
that state and federal pri-
vacy laws prohibit the
agency from confirming or
denying that anyone is, or
ever was, a patient at a state
hospital.

Smith, 59, pleaded guilty
in 1985 to a misdemeanor
sex offense against a child,
long before he wrote the let-
ter about Rinner’s son.
Smith’s then-wife found the
letter, which led to a 72-
hour psychiatric hold at
Patton State Hospital in San
Bernardino that stretched
into two decades of regular
civil trials to renew his con-
finement.

Rinner said she and her
son, now 28, lived a few
doors down from Smith’s
parents’ home, adjacent to
Paularino Elementary
School in Costa Mesa, at the
time Smith took an interest
in her child. She and her
son have since left Orange
County.

Although Smith wasn’t
criminally charged for the
letter, the O.C. district attor-
ney’s office — which is not a
party to the civil hold on
Smith — filed 20 felony
counts of lewd and lascivi-
ous acts with a minor
against Smith in 2002, stem-
ming from the alleged con-
tinuous abuse of a young
neighbor boy in 1996. How-
ever, prosecutors were
forced to dismiss those

charges because of the stat-
ute of limitations at the
time.

Smith was most recently
committed to Coalinga, a
1,286-bed compound about
an hour southwest of
Fresno where roughly three-
quarters of the patient
population is described as
“sexually violent predators.”
He’s said that he has killed
three boys and molested
200, but investigators
couldn’t corroborate his
claims, with the possible ex-
ception of the one alleged
victim, according to a 2002
Los Angeles Times article.

Smith has been allowed
to make a bid for his free-
dom with trials every six
months, with county coun-
sel arguing to keep him
locked up. Rinner, who is
backing the county’s call to
have Smith again register as
a sex offender with an on-
line petition, attended every
trial.

One, in 2013, took only 24
minutes of deliberation by
the jury to keep him behind
the hospital’s security fence.

Rinner described his de-
meanor as calm and mat-
ter-of-fact as he testified. It
was at these trials where
doctors have pronounced
his diagnoses: schizoaffec-
tive disorder, pedophilic
disorder and sexual sadism
disorder.

“It rolls off of my tongue
way too easily at this point,”
Rinner said. “That term is
very, very scary, and it kind
of says it all.”

Continued from page A1
RELEASE

hillary.davis@latimes.com
Twitter: @dailypilot_hd
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$200 OFF
WHOLE HOUSE FANS*

+
$200 OFF WITH

ATTIC FAN BUNDLE*
Limited time only!

• Cool your entire home for
pennies a day

• Big power, quiet operation

ULTIMATE COOLING SALE

*on select ventilation models
Offer ends 7/31/2020

Solatube
Daylighting

Skylight
Replacement

©2020 Solatube International, Inc.

SAVE $400

• Virtual Design Consultations • Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

UP
TO

714-475-2280
SolatubeHome.com

Lic.# 847890

888-232-0239

Serving Orange County and LA. County

714-635-7473
626-813-4325

www.mrrooter1.com
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Senior,
Military,
Teacher &

First Responders
Discount

Now Hiring
Technicians
& Plumbing
Apprentices

LIC# 767047

We’ll BeatMost Competitors Coupons!

What clogs your drain is your
business. Unclogging it is ours...

CLEAR ANY DRAIN

Through proper access point with coupon.
Not valid with other offers.

$65 Through proper access point with coupon. Not valid with other offers.
FREE sewer camera inspection

with any drain service.

Through proper access point with coupon.
Not valid with other offers.

$150 Clean Mainline from Roof

B tM t C p tit C pB tM t C p tit C
Serving Orange County and LA County

50+ years of Plumbing Excellence

Coupons Available at Participating locations.

ACROSS
1 Sevareid or
Clapton
5 Be impudent
9 Raise the __;
party wildly
13 Less adorned
15 Dangerous
critter, for short
16 Riesling or
merlot
17 Think alike
18 Emergency
vehicle
20 Verily
21 Aficionado
23 Connected
24 Jeer at
26 Cushion
27 Not at all
generous
29 Satchel
handles
32 Wear away
33 Leaf gatherers
35 Phonograph
record letters
37 Wee
38 Gruesome
39 Drill a hole
40 Body of water
41 Bathroom
features
42 Bulgaria's
capital
43 Slumbers
45 Speak ill of
46 Methane or
butane
47 Michigan's __
Ste. Marie
48 "Little Women"
author
51 Egg layer
52 Pacino & Gore
55 Southern state
58 Monastery
head
60 Cookware
items
61 Mince
62 Soothing
ointment
63 Wineglass part
64 Actress Winslet
65 "Beauty is only
skin-__"

DOWN1 Auction

lover's delight
2 Hit the ceiling
3 Making no sense
4 Average grade
5 Meager
6 Word attached
to pit or chair
7 Boo-hoo
8 Made statues

9 African nation
10 Sty cry
11 All at __;
suddenly
12 Nourish
14 Haven
19 Perjurers
22 __ day now;
pretty soon

25 Actor Griffith
27 Theater
sceneries
28 Takes a stab at
29 Emulates
Jean-Claude Killy
30 Worth doing
31 Bit of parsley
33 Trots
34 Noah's vessel
36 Vicious
38 Cosmetic kit
item
39 __ weevil;
cotton eater
41 Benches &
stools
42 Steam baths
44 Braggart's
problem
45 Actress West
47 Mold; form
48 Mont Blanc's
range
49 Money, slangily
50 As __ as a
button
53 "__ Me Do";
Beatles song
54 Staircase piece
56 __ moment;
instant of
realization
57 __ all there;
cuckoo
59 Wicked

THE DAILY
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PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.
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Services
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celebrity couple and most
other parents embroiled in
the scandal, maintained a
much lower profile.

She pleaded guilty to a
single wire fraud charge and
admitted to a narrow set of
facts, drawn up in negotia-
tions between her lawyers
and the U.S. attorney’s of-
fice in Boston.

In 2017, after Georgetown
placed Littlefair’s son on ac-
ademic probation, Littlefair
and Singer agreed to have
his employees take her son’s
online courses for him, Eric
S. Rosen, an assistant U.S.
attorney, wrote in a sentenc-
ing memo.

In exchange for $9,000,
Singer’s employees com-
pleted four courses in Little-
fair’s son’s name. When
Singer billed her $3,000 for
one of the classes, Littlefair
requested a discount, say-
ing, “The grade was a C and
the experience was a night-
mare.”

Singer didn’t budge. It
“was a nightmare for all,” he
wrote back.

Littlefair’s lawyer, Ken-
neth B. Julian, asked Bur-
roughs to spare his client
prison and punish her in-
stead with probation. Her
son has resigned from his
“ideal job” at the U.S. Treas-
ury Department, his
Georgetown degree has
been revoked, and the Lit-
tlefair family has been pub-

licly humiliated, Julian
wrote in a sentencing
memo.

“The curse of carrying
around a felony conviction
is a significant punishment
and deterrent that pro-
motes respect for the law,”
he said.

Government lawyers had
sought a four-month sen-
tence for Littlefair, arguing
she took part in several
frauds, not just the one that
involved a third party taking
her son’s online classes.

While Littlefair admitted
only to this scheme in her
plea agreement, Rosen said
the government has evi-
dence that Mark Riddell,
Singer’s Harvard-educated
accomplice, used a fake ID
to take the ACT exam for Lit-
tlefair’s son in 2011, lifting
the young man’s score by
eight points.

Julian said there is “zero
evidence” that Littlefair
knew of or took part in the
cheating. He noted the gov-
ernment chose not to
charge Littlefair with the of-
fense, yet raised it to argue
for a longer sentence. “It
should not be the tail that
wags the dog,” he wrote.

Yet Littlefair’s uncharged
crimes weren’t limited to
cheating on the ACT, Rosen
wrote. Littlefair made a
$200,000 donation to the
Georgetown tennis team,
which investigators believe
was made “in exchange for
having the tennis coach,
Gordon Ernst, give up an
athletic recruitment spot,”

he said.
Ernst is accused of slip-

ping about a dozen children
of Singer’s clients into
Georgetown by designating
them as tennis recruits in
exchange for six-figure
bribes. He has pleaded not
guilty to conspiring to com-
mit racketeering, fraud and
bribery.

Although Ernst didn’t for-
mally designate Littlefair’s
son as a tennis recruit, the
boy’s application described
him, falsely, as an elite ten-
nis player who played six
hours a week and was
highly ranked at the local
and regional level, Rosen
said.

Julian, Littlefair’s lawyer,
said she didn’t know her son
was being admitted to
Georgetown through the
tennis program, and Singer
told her he was merely
“friends” with Ernst. He
submitted her son’s applica-
tion to Georgetown without
Littlefair reviewing it, Julian
added.

In an essay included in
that application, which
prosecutors filed in court,
Littlefair’s son wrote, “My
parents did not become so
overzealous like so many
other parents because they
knew tennis was a vehicle to
learn how to compete and a
healthy lifetime activity.”

Matthew Ormseth is a
staff writer with the Los An-
geles Times.
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going down and they
started opening up. Cali-
fornia, it never really went
down.”

Littman previously used
his statistical analysis to
work on a model to predict
the Super Bowl winner.
Though initially he picked
the San Francisco 49ers, he
said the model got better
and he wound up selecting
the eventual champion
Kansas City Chiefs before
the big game.

Littman was going to
turn his attention to mak-
ing March Madness predic-
tions when the pandemic
hit.

He has worked with UC
Irvine Paul Merage School
of Business professors Vib-
hanshu Abhishek and
Arvind Sathi in developing
the COVID-19 project.

“I think he’s done a very
impressive job of getting all
of these different data
sources together, which is a
big feat in itself,” Abhishek
said.

“I think it could lead to
some very impressive re-
search, and also, I think it’s
a good guidance for the
policymakers and anyone
else who wants to make
decisions in this situation.
Over time, this has become
one go-to place for all
kinds of COVID-related in-
formation.

“I think it’s good, vision-
ary thinking on his part,
being ahead of the curve
and sort of saying, ‘How
can we get all of these
pieces of information to-
gether and do something
meaningful with that?’ ”

Littman said he will con-
tinue refining his
COVID-19 dashboard. He is
working on analyzing why
certain counties had sig-
nificant spikes following
Black Lives Matter protests,
while others did not. He is
also leading a team work-
ing on analyzing tweets
based on information from
a PhD group from UC
Irvine’s Donald Bren
School of Information and
Computer Science.

“You’d be able to look at
what topics people were

discussing, and whether
they were positive or nega-
tive in terms of sentiment,”
he said. “The goal is to say,
like, if a region is talking
badly about the govern-
ment, are they not listening
to the measures as much?”

One thing Littman
makes clear is that he is
taking COVID-19 very seri-
ously. He has the numbers
to back that up.

“It’s frustrating to see,”
he said. “I mean, we’re at
133,000 deaths [in the
country], and that’s a ton of
people. What it kind of felt
like after we were done
with the quarantine is that
people felt like they put in
their two weeks and then
they were like, ‘All right,
back to normal.’

“They felt like they con-
tributed what they could,
and that’s not the right
mindset to have for a pan-
demic. You need to be all
hands on deck. Until this
thing goes away, let’s make
it so that we are as careful
as possible.”

Continued from page A1
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those details are refined.
He did clarify that New-

port-Mesa still hasn’t de-
termined whether students
will be required to wear
masks if and when they do
return to campuses. The
Orange County Board of
Education on Monday re-
leased school reopening
recommendations advising
against social distancing
and face masks for chil-
dren, claiming the mea-
sures ineffective and po-
tentially harmful. The deci-
sion, however, rests en-
tirely with school districts.

“This will be something
we’ll bring to the board, in
terms of what our require-
ment is going to be for
masks,” Lee-Sung said
Tuesday. “Right now, the
guidance is saying that
they should wear masks.
But we have not made the
final decision in terms of
exactly what that means
for our district.”

Board President Marth
Fluor said she hopes the
district will consider ex-
tending the 100% virtual
school beyond the pan-
demic, calling it an “unbe-
lievable opportunity” for
families.

“I hope as we move for-
ward this is a long-term

proposal,” she said. “I’d
hate for parents to really
love this …then all of a
sudden COVID-19 is over
and they have to return to
a school that may not be
meeting the needs of their
children.”

Lee-Sung said keeping
the model was a distinct
possibility.

“This is far too much
work to do just for a tem-
porary thing,” he respond-
ed. “It really lays a founda-
tion for us to build upon
for future years.”

Continued from page A1
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Brett Simpson’s resumé
just got a little more im-
pressive.

The Huntington Beach
local already has a list of
accomplishments that in-
cludes being a former two-
time U.S. Open of Surfing
winner, a former Champi-
onship Tour competitor,
and as of late, USA Surfing’s
elite national junior team
coach.

On Friday, Simpson add-
ed the title of head coach of
the United States Olympic
surf team.

“I’m honored and
proud,” said Simpson, 35.
“I have great relationships
with all four of our athletes.
It’s super exciting.”

Selecting the team’s
coach was pushed back a
few months once the
Olympics — scheduled for
August of this year in Japan
— were postponed by a
year. Other candidates for
the job included Hawaiian
Rainos Hayes, San Clem-
ente’s Shane Beschen, Mike
Parsons and Chris “Gally”
Stone, who was the na-
tional team coach in 2019
but did not have his con-
tract renewed at the end of
the year.

Simpson was given the
job based on a vote by the
four Olympians — Kolohe
Andino, John John Flor-
ence, Carissa Moore and
Caroline Marks — and USA
Surfing’s Advisory Commit-
tee.

“When we put it to the

athletes they unanimously
selected Brett,” said Greg
Cruse, USA Surfing’s CEO
and a Marina High gradu-
ate. “We have some of the
top surfers in the world on
our team. They all have
their teams that they work
with, year-in, year-out, so
they really don’t need
coaching in the traditional
sense of the word. What
they need is someone that

they can relate to, that they
respect, that they can
bounce ideas off, that can
calm them, or hype them
up, and just get them in the
best mindset.

“That’s what you need
and that’s what Brett brings
to the table.”

Simpson’s rise to
Olympic team head coach
has been swift. Just a cou-
ple of years ago he was

helping coach Huntington
Beach High School’s surf
team under head coach
Andy Verdone. Simpson’s
competitive career had
come to an end and he was
trying to figure out what to
do next.

“I’m just seizing these
opportunities,” Simpson
said. “I started out grass
roots with coach Verdone
at H.B. High. With him be-
ing my coach, the way he’s
mentored a lot of us over
the years, I took a lot of that
mentality with me as I went
forward with my career.
And then coming back full
circle and kind of reliving it
and taking that juniors role
and working with some of
our best young amateurs.
… All these things tied to-
gether.”

Simpson’s day-to-day re-
sponsibilities won’t change
much in the short term be-
cause of restrictions in
place as a result of the nov-
el coronavirus. He’s been
working with California-
based Andino and Marks,
while Hawaii-based Flor-
ence and Moore have had

to interact with Simpson
through Zoom sessions.

“I have great relation-
ships with the athletes,”
Simpson said. “I’m on the
younger side of the coach-
ing spectrum but I think it’s
become relevant in a lot of
sports. There’s similar
views you share and when
you’re working with top-
level athletes like this, it
isn’t telling them how to
surf. It’s more guidance on
conditions, focusing on
equipment and the day-to-
day preparation, putting
them in the best situation
to perform at their highest
level.”

Cruse agreed that Simp-
son’s coaching approach is
more about mindset than
mechanics.

“There are other coaches
that could be more the
technical coach, like Tiger
Woods’ swing coach,”
Cruse said. “Tiger’s not
keeping it in the fairway
and he works with his
swing coach to get that
nailed down. But that’s not
the guy he wants in his cor-
ner during a tour event.

Brett’s more like a trusted
caddie, the guy all these
athletes want by their side
in this highly intense, all
eyes of the world watching
them, type of event.”

Both Simpson and Cruse
acknowledged that having
the Olympics pushed back
a year actually has helped
everyone involved with
USA Surfing get better pre-
pared, even though obvi-
ously it’s not the way any-
one would have wanted it
to happen.

“It actually is a blessing
in disguise for our squad,”
Simpson said. “We needed
more time, we didn’t have a
coach. Right now, we’d be
two or three weeks away —
we have the best athletes in
the world, we would have
pulled it off — but now it
gives us some time to work
together, fine tune some
things. We want to try to
get a trip to Japan. These
four have never been to
this venue. Getting ac-
quainted with it, bringing
their shapers, doing the
homework so when this
time comes around next
year, we’ll be ready. We
have to do the groundwork
now to be as prepared as
we can next year.”

Florence’s availability
had been in question last
year as he was recovering
from a major knee injury.
The postponement gives
him another year to
strengthen the knee. And
Andino is currently dealing
with a minor knee injury,
suffered during the Fourth
of July weekend while surf-
ing in Mexico.

And all four Olympians
now have learned to deal
with the added scrutiny of
being an Olympic athlete.

“They were getting inun-
dated with opportunities to
be on TV shows, interviews
in magazines, new spon-
sors,” Cruse said. “The de-
mands of being an Olympic
surfer caught them off
guard. There was a lot of
‘Wow, this is a lot.’ This has
allowed them to get their
head around what it all
means, how it’s going to go
and how important it is.”

SURFING

Huntington Beach’s Brett Simpson named
head coach of U.S. Olympic surfing team
BY JOEHAAKENSON

File Photo

BRETT SIMPSON celebrates his second consecutive U.S. Open of Surfing men’s championship at the Huntington Beach
Pier in 2010. On Friday, the Huntington Beach resident was named head coach of the United States Olympic surf team.
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