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The  Daily  Pilot  continues  to
evolve  to  ensure  our  readers  can
obtain their community news in a
variety  of  ways  —  be  it  in  print,
online  or  through  social  media,
including  Facebook,  Twitter  and
Instagram.

This  week  we’re  making
changes to our print edition. Go­
ing forward, the Pilot will be pub­
lished in print Thursdays through
Sundays, with today’s  issue being
the final Wednesday edition. This
will allow us to feature longer sto­
ries  on  the  days  people  generally
have  more  time  to  read  them,
particularly on weekends.

There will be no changes to the
newspaper’s delivery method. Los
Angeles  Times  subscribers  who
live  within  the  Daily  Pilot’s  cov­
erage area will continue to receive
their  Pilots  inside  their  morning
copies  of  The  Times  on  our  four
publication days.

The newsroom will continue to
gather  and  report  news  daily  on­
line  at  latimes.com/socal/daily­pi
lot.  We  invite  you  to  bookmark
that site and visit regularly to read
the  latest  news  from  the  vibrant
communities  it  is  our  honor  to
serve  —  Newport  Beach,  Hunt­
ington  Beach,  Laguna  Beach,
Costa Mesa and Fountain Valley.

Thank you for continuing to be
loyal  subscribers  to  the  Daily  Pi­
lot.  We  could  not  do  this  work
without your support.

To Our
Readers:
An update
to print

C
ommunity members looking to add
some spice to their weekend had their
chance on Saturday, as the Laguna

Real Estate Charitable Assistance Fund
brought back its annual chili cook­off and
pet parade.

First introduced to the coastal community
in 1997, the event returned for the first time
since the coronavirus pandemic — and with
no small degree of cuteness.

Animal lovers descended upon the Neigh­
borhood Congregational Church to support
the fundraiser, which primarily benefited the
Laguna Beach Animal Shelter and the Blue
Bell Foundation for Cats.

Parade entry categories included Most
Handsome Male, Prettiest Female, Best
Costume, Cutest Baby, Most Gorgeous Sen­
ior and Happiest Rescue.

Rolo, a feline who came home from Cat­
Con in Pasadena to Cole and Elizabeth Rob­

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

OWNER BEAR PURKO walks Phoebe in Best Costume category during the Laguna Real Estate Charitable Assistance Fund pet parade and chili
cook­off at the Neighborhood Congregational Church in Laguna Beach on Saturday. The event returned for the first time since the pandemic.

Pet parade, chili cook-off
return to Laguna Beach

DAN CONROY from the Laguna Beach Fire Department serves up their second­place chili
recipe at the Neighborhood Congregational Church in Laguna Beach on Saturday.

BY ANDREW TURNER

See Parade, page A3

Huntington  Beach’s  Central  Park  was  the
place  to  go  for  a  splashing  good  time  Sat­
urday,  when  city  officials  reopened  the  wa­
ter­filled  Adventure  Playground  after  three
years of pandemic­ and drought­related clo­
sures.

More  than  200  children  and  their  adult
chaperones  flocked  to  the  nearly 1­acre  site
which  has  encouraged  generations  of  local
kids  to  flex  their  imaginations  and  muscles
as  they  climb  forts,  slide  down  a  mud  hill
and navigate rafts through a watery lagoon.

“It  was  so  nice  to  see  life  brought  back

into  the  playground,”  Chris  Cole,  a  facility
and  events  manager  for  the  city,  said  Tues­
day after the grand reopening. “For the staff
who’ve worked on it, it was super rewarding
to see that happen.”

Despite its popularity among children and
parents as an affordable alternative to costly
water  parks  ($4  per  child,  free  for  adults),
Adventure  Playground  was  shuttered  at  the
close  of  the  2019  season  and  remained
closed  for  the  next  two  years  under  pan­
demic restrictions.

Staff members and community volunteers
used  that  downtime  to  make  some  needed
improvements  and  upgrades  to  the  play

area, including new rafts and forts, a rebuilt
changing  area  and  new  mudslide  staircase,
ahead of a June 2022 reopening.

However,  the  month  before  the  play­
ground was to welcome its first visitors back
to the site city officials, citing new water re­
strictions  coming  down  from  the  state,  an­
nounced  Adventure  Playground  would  re­
main closed for one more year to save water.

State  officials  had  just  declared  a  Level  2
water  shortage,  prohibiting  the  refilling  of
ornamental  lakes  and  ponds  beyond  levels
necessary for sustaining aquatic life. And be­

James 
Carbone

KIDS

FLOAT on
inner tubes
in a lagoon

on the
opening day

of Adventure
Playground

in
Huntington

Beach on
Saturday.

Since 1975,
the site has
encouraged
generations

of kids to
build, play

and imagine.

Huntington Beach’s Adventure Playground
turns on the tap for first time in nearly 4 years

See Adventure, page A2

BY SARA CARDINE

The  Huntington  Beach  City
Council  unanimously  passed  a
$500­million budget for fiscal year
2023­24 during a special meeting
Monday  night,  with  some  last­
minute changes to what was orig­
inally  presented  that  will  allow
three  branches  of  the  public  li­
brary system to remain open.

Cuts that were proposed by city
staff  on  Friday  would  have  pos­
sibly  shut  down  the  Banning,
Helen Murphy and Main Street li­
brary  branches,  and  cut  hours  at
the Central Library. 

City  staff  worked  to  finesse
things  over  the  weekend  after  a
public outcry that included a tor­
rent  of  angry  emails.  Many  resi­
dents were incensed that the city’s
libraries  were  again  at  the  fore­
front  of  a  council  deliberation,
following  Mayor  Pro  Tem  Gracey
Van  Der  Mark’s  item  last  week  to
limit  children  from  accessing
books deemed obscene or porno­
graphic by the city. 

A revised proposed budget, tak­
ing  out  the  option  of  library  clo­
sures,  was  distributed  to  attend­
ees  near  the  start  of  Monday’s
meeting  after  Mayor  Tony  Strick­
land  announced  no  libraries
would  be  closed.  This  further
frustrated  some  in  the  crowd,
who  hadn’t  been  given  enough
time  to  review  and  form  com­
ments  based  on  the  new  num­
bers. 

“We  were  given  this  document
at the last minute that says you’re
not going to close [libraries],” for­
mer  Huntington  Beach  Mayor
Debbie  Cook  said  during  public
comments.  “It’s  not  appreciated
when the public isn’t given the in­
formation they need up front. Just
a lot of hasty things seem to have
happened  in  the  last  number  of 

See Budget, page A3

H.B. OKs
budget,
avoids
library
closures
The budget for fiscal
year 2023­24 has a $5.4
million surplus, though
deficits are forecast in
the following years.
BY MATT SZABO
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DISCOVER UNIQUE GIFTS

FOR LOVED ONES

(OR YOURSELF).

Give a special edition magazine to the movie buff in your life. Or, treat yourself to that

California Person tote you’ve had your eye on. With apparel, accessories and collectibles

from our historic archive, there’s something for everyone.

Explore it all.

shoplatimes.com

ACROSS 

1 DDE's successor

4 Veggie planting

time

9 Snout

13 Bug's downfall

15 No­goodnik

16 Greek letter

17 Location

18 Silent actors

19 Old emperor's

title

20 Answers

22 Small casks

23 Former

24 Flock member

26 Short fast race

29 One of four on

"What's My Line?"

34 Get __ out of;

provoke

35 Lugged

36 Peg for Tiger

37 Rib or radius

38 __ out;

exhausted

39 Give a

heads­up to

40 In the __;

ultimately

41 Unshackled

42 Ointment

43 Heroes

45 Croquet stick

46 Colony insect

47 Cheat; defraud

48 Messy person

51 Singer Aguilera

56 Emmy­winning

TV series

57 "Time __ all

wounds"

58 __ off; snoozes

60 GE appliance

61 Bird of prey

62 Long look

63 Cookware

items

64 Gown

65 Use an axe

DOWN

1 Yrbk. section

2 Bazaar

3 High­flying toy

4 Just about

5 __ at; indicate

6 Bacardi

beverages

7 Words of

understanding

8 Diminished

9 Stamp cost in

1965

10 Trickle out

11 Male animal

12 Hearing organs

14 Loathe

21 Window piece

25 Take the

plunge

26 Fencing sword

27 Lying facedown

28 Watermelon

casings

29 Leo XIII & Pius

X

30 Gobsmacked

31 Know­__;

smarty­pants

32 Do a waiter's

job

33 Dogma

35 Wedding cake

level

38 Miserable

39 Low­impact

exercise

41 Merriment

42 Shaker

contents

44 Rooms on a

cruise ship

45 Se–oritas

47 Invoices

48 Word in a red

octagon

49 Kilauea's

output

50 Plow pullers

52 Listen

53 Lose one's cool

54 Webster or

Wyle

55 Sculptor's tool

59 Do tailoring

THE DAILY

COMMUTER

PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU

By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3­by­3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media

Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

dent said Tuesday.
Etheridge,  56,  remem­

bers  playing  at  Adventure
Playground  when  he  was
young, being out in nature,
building  tree  houses  with
nails  and  pieces  of  ply­
wood and just being a kid.

“It was a place you could
get  dirty,  you  could  get
muddy,  where  you  got  [an
occasional]  nail  through
the  foot,  which  I  did,”  he
fondly recalled. “Today, the
bottom  of  the  area  is  con­
crete, so  it’s a  lot safer and
there’s  no  more  nails  lying
around.  [But]  the  spirit  is

cause  Adventure  Play­
ground  uses  non­recircu­
lated  potable  water  from
Central  Park’s  irrigation
system,  closure  seemed
like the only option.

“That  was  kind  of  at  the
peak  of  concern  over  the
drought,”  Cole  recalled  of
the move. “We figured we’d
be better stewards of water
conservation  and  decided
to postpone the opening.”

However, after an unsea­
sonably  wet  winter  led  to
an  easing  of  statewide
drought  restrictions,  park
officials  decided  on  a  Sat­
urday  reopening  and  in­
vited  members  of  the  Ki­
wanis  Club  of  Huntington
Beach  to  serve  freshly
grilled hot dogs and snacks
to first­day visitors.

John  Etheridge  came  to
the  playground  shortly  af­
ter 8 a.m. to set up his grill
and  noticed  a  long  line  of
people  already  stationed
outside the entrance of the
park.

“The  excitement  level
was  really,  really  high  —  it
was exciting, even for me,”
the Huntington Beach resi­

the same.”
Huntington  Beach’s  Ad­

venture  Playground  is  lo­
cated  at  Central  Park,  7111
Talbert  Ave.  The  area  is
open Monday through Sat­
urday,  from  10  a.m.  to  4
p.m.,  through  Aug.  18  but
will be closed on July 4. For
more  information,  or  to
check  availability,  visit
huntingtonbeachca.gov
and  search  for  “Adventure
Playground”  or  call  (714)
842­7442.

James Carbone

KIDS SLIDE down the “mud slide” on opening day of
Adventure Playground in Huntington Beach on Saturday. 

Continued from page A1

ADVENTURE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

Flames  consumed  one
unit  in  a  Costa  Mesa
mobile  home  park  Sat­
urday evening, leaving two
people  in  need  of  shelter
over  the  weekend,  accord­
ing to fire officials.

The  fire  was  reported  at
7:49 p.m. on the 1600 block
of  Whittier  Avenue,  Costa
Mesa Fire & Rescue Battal­
ion  Chief  Chris  Coates
said.  Black  smoke  and
flames were pouring out of
the  structure  by  the  time
first responders arrived.

The  home’s  residents
and  their  neighbors  man­
aged  to  evacuate,  and  no
injuries were reported. But
a  dog  that  may  have  been
inside  was  unaccounted
for  as  of  Monday,  Coates
said.

The  blaze  caused  a
power line to collapse, cre­
ating  additional  hazards
for crews from Costa Mesa,
Newport  Beach  and  Hunt­
ington Beach. It took about

an hour for  them to douse
the fire.

The  mobile  home  that
caught  fire  was  a  “total
loss,”  Coates  said.  No  oth­
ers  were  destroyed,  but
one neighboring residence
did  sustain  heat  and
smoke damage.

“Firefighters  worked  fast
and  decisively,  and  we
were  able  to  keep  the  fire
from  spreading  to  other
homes,” Coates said. 

The  fire  left  two  people
displaced  from  their
homes,  Coates  said.  They
were  being  aided  by  the
Red  Cross  with  intermedi­
ate  housing  and  other  es­
sentials.

The cause of the fire was
under investigation.

Fire destroys C.M. mobile home unit
BY ERIC LICAS

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

Courtesy of 
Costa Mesa Fire & Rescue

FIREFIGHTERS PUT out a
blaze that destroyed one
mobile home in Costa Mesa.
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Mark’s Painting &

Handyman Service

714-222-3055
Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded

C-33-#967860

BSC 223579
NOTICE OF PETITION

TO ADMINISTER ESTATE OF:
MARIA IRENE WOODMANSEE

30-2023-01331719-PR-LA-CMC
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be 
interested in the will or estate, or both, of: MARIA 
IRENE WOODMANSEE.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by  
DENISE PURMORT in the Superior Court of 
California, County of ORANGE. 
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that  
DENISE PURMORT be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.    
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the 
estate under the Independent Administration of 
Estates Act.  (This authority will allow the personal 
representative to take many actions without 
obtaining court approval.  Before taking certain 
very important actions, however, the personal 
representative will be required to give notice to 
interested persons unless they have waived notice 
or consented to the proposed action.) The 
independent administration authority will be 
granted unless an interested person files an 
objection to the petition and shows good cause 
why the court should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held on  
July 27, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in Dept. CM6
located at:  3390 HARBOR BVLD.
COSTA MESA, CA 92626 
The court is providing the convenience to 
appear for hearing by video using the court’s 
designated video platform. This is a no cost 
service to the public. Go to the Court’s website 
at The Superior Court of California - County of 
Orange (occourts.org) to appear remotely for 
Probate hearings and for remote hearing 
instructions. If you have difficulty connecting or 
are unable to connect to your remote hearing, 
call 657-622-8278 for assistance. If you prefer to 
appear in-person, you can appear in the 
department on the day/time set for your 
hearing.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you 
should appear at the hearing and state your 
objections or file written objections with the court 
before the hearing.  Your appearance may be in 
person or by your attorney. 
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with the 
court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within the 
later of either (1) four months from the date of first 
issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58(b) of the 
California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from the 
date of mailing or personal delivery to you of a 
notice under section 9052 of the California Probate 
Code. Other California statutes and legal authority 
may affect your rights as a creditor. You may want 
to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in 
California law.  
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If 
you are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 1250. 
A Request for Special Notice form is available from 
the court clerk. 
Attorney for the Petitioner: 
SAMANTHA S. SMITH, ESQ
NM LAW, APC
15147 WOODLAWN AVE.
TUSTIN, CA 92780
Published in the NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS 
combined with the DAILY PILOT on: 6/28, 6/30 & 
7/5/2023

Legal Notices

Senior Concept Artist. 
Lead the concept art 
team for an online game 
project. Req. 2 yrs exp in 
job or 2 yrs exp as Artist, 
Concept Artist, or rel. oc-
cup. Any suitable combo 
of educ, training &/or exp 
is acceptable. Jobsite: 
Irvine, CA. Wage range: 
$180,000/yr to $233,500/
yr. Send resume ref# 
22128 to K. Finnsson, Bliz-
zard Entertainment, Inc., 
PO Box 18979, Irvine, CA 
92623.

Employment

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE

Legal Notices

Sell your unwanted items
the easy way! Place a
Classified ad today!
(714) 966-4600

Database Reliability Engi-
neer II. Sought by UVNV 
Inc. dba Ultra Mobile in 
Costa Mesa, CA to main-
tain the core infrastruc-
ture & drive reliability 
across our d/bases of our 
d/base Systems. Req.: 
BS/for eq. + 3 yr. exp. 
*Telecommuting permit-
ted. SALARY: $81,370 - 
$140,000/yr. Resumes to: 
Rosa Corral, HR General-
ist, rosa@ultra.me REF: 
SCJ-23.

Employment

SUMMONS
(CITACION JUDICIAL)

CASE NUMBER (Numero del Caso): 
30-2022-01254569-CL-BC-CJC

NOTICE TO DEFENDANT:
(AVISO AL DEMANDADO):
STUDYHIGH EDUCATION, INC., a California Corporation; SI
LIANG  DI,  an  individual;  SANQIANG  TANG  aka  TAYLOR
TANG, an individual; and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive

YOU ARE BEING SUED BY PLAINTIFF
(LO ESTÁ DEMANDANDO EL DEMANDANTE
SPECTRUM  OPC,  LLC,  a  Delaware  limited  liability
company

NOTICE!  You  have  been  sued.  The  court  may  decide
against you without your being heard unless you respond
within 30 days. Read the information below.
You have  30  CALENDAR  DAYS  after  this  summons and
legal papers are served on you to file a written response
at  this  court  and  have  a  copy  served  on  the  cross-
complainant. A letter or phone call will not protect you.
Your written response must be in proper legal form if you
want the court to hear your case. There may be a court
form that you can use for  your response.  You can find
these court forms and more information at the California
Courts  Online  Self-Help  Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp), your county law library,
or the courthouse nearest you. If you cannot pay the filing
fee, ask the court clerk for a fee waiver form. If you do not
file  your  response  on  time,  you  may  lose  the  case  by
default,  and your  wages,  money,  and property  may be
taken without further warning from the court. There are
other  legal  requirements.  You  may  want  to  call  an
attorney right away. If you do not know an attorney, you
may want to call an attorney referral service. If you cannot
afford  an  attorney,  you  may  be  eligible  for  free  legal
services from a nonprofit legal services program. You can
locate  these  nonprofit  groups  at  the  California  Legal
Services  Web  site  (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),  the
California  Courts  Online  Self-Help  Center
(www.courtinfo.ca.gov/selfhelp),  or  by  contacting  your
local court or county bar association. NOTE: The court has
a  statutory  lien  for  waived  fees  and  costs  on  any
settlement or arbitration award of $10,000 or more in a
civil case. The court's lien must be paid before the court
will  dismiss  the  case.  Tiene  30  DÍAS  DE  CALENDARIO
después  de  que  le  entreguen  esta  citación  y  papeles
legales para presentar una respuesta por esqrito en esta
corte  y  hacer  que  se  entregue  una  copia  al
contrademandante.  Una carta  o  una llamada  telefónica
no lo protegen. Su respuesta por escrito tiene que estar
en formato legal correcto si desea que procesen su caso
en la corte. Es posible que haya un formulario que usted
pueda  usar  para  su  respuesta.  Puede  encontrar  estos
formularios de la corte y más información en el Centro de
Ayuda de las  Cortes de California (www.sucorte.ca.gov),
en la biblioteca de leyes de su condado o en la corte que
le  quede  más  cerca.  Si  no  puede  pagar  la  cuota  de
presentación, pida al secretario de la corte que le dé un
formulario de exención de pago de cuotas. Si no presenta
su  respuesta  a  tiempo,  puede  perder  el  caso  por
incumplimiento  y  la  corte  le  podrá  quitar  su  sueldo,
dinero y bienes sin más advertencia. Hay otros requisitos
legales.  Es  recomendable  que  llame  a  un  abogado
inmediatamente.  Si  no  conoce  a  un  abogado,  puede
llamar a un servicio de remisión a abogados. Si no puede
pagar  a  un  abogado,  es  posible  que  cumpla  con  los
requisitos para obtener servicios legales gratuitos de un
programa de servicios  legales  sin fines de lucro.  Puede
encontrar estos grupos sin fines de lucro en el sitio web
de California Legal Services, (www.lawhelpcalifornia.org),
en  el  Centro  de  Ayuda  de  las  Cortes  de  California
(www.sucorte.ca.gov),  o  oniéndose  en  contacto  con  la
corte o el colegio de abogados locales. AVISO: Por ley, la
corte  tiene  derecho  a  reclamar  las  cuotas  y  los  costos
exentos  por  imponer  un  gravamen  sobre  cualquier
recuperación  de  $10,000  ó  más  de  valor  recibida
mediante un acuerdo o una concesión de arbitraje en un
caso de derecho civil. Tiene que pagar el gravamen de la
corte antes de que la corte pueda desechar el caso 

The name and address of the court is:
(El nombre y dirección de la corte es):
Central Justice Center
700 Civic Center Drive West
Santa Ana, CA 92701

The  name,  address,  and  telephone  number  of  the
plaintiffs attorney, or plaintiff without an attorney, is:
(El nombre, la dirección y el número del abogado del
demandante,  o  del  demandante  que  no  tiene
abodgado, es):
Kaelee Gifford 303533
7 Corporate Plaza
Newport Beach, CA 92660
949-719-7212

Date: 07/01/2022

David H. Yamasaki Clerk of the Court
(Secretario)

R. Baker Deputy
(Adjunto)
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months  that  poke  the  bee­
hive.”

Huntington  Beach  public
affairs  manager  Jennifer
Carey said Tuesday that the
timing  was  regrettable,  but
that  the  budget  process  is
typically  a  six­month  proc­
ess. At the June 6 City Coun­
cil  meeting,  the  panel  in­
structed staff to take anoth­
er  look  at  the  budget  and
see  if  some  cost  savings
could be found. 

“That  initial  document
that was posted [on Friday]
with all of the potential cuts
was never meant to be a list
of everything that was going
to  be  cut,”  Carey  said.
“Rather,  it  was  an  opportu­
nity  to  provide  the  City
Council  with  a  list  of  items
they  could  choose  from  ...
We  tried  to  listen  to  the
community’s  feedback  and
take  that  off  the  list  of  op­
tions.”

Carey  added  that  due  to
the  limited  time  frame  re­
maining  in  the  process  —
the  fiscal  year  flips  this
weekend  —  information
from  the  proposed  revised
budget  couldn’t  be  released
to  the  public  in  advance
“like we would have wanted
to.”

The presentation Monday
night  was  made  by  interim
chief financial officer Sunny
Han,  who  is  leaving  for
Irvine,  like  several  other
high­ranking  Surf  City  offi­
cials have in recent months. 

With  the  approved  cuts
the 2023­24 budget features
a surplus  of  $5.4  million.
The 2024­25 budget is proj­
ected  to  have  only  a
$259,000 deficit, as opposed
to  the  $7.4  million  deficit
that was originally forecast.

The  budget  for  the  2023­
24  fiscal  year,  which  begins
Saturday,  includes  nearly
$292 million of general fund
revenue. 

The  cuts  made  include
popular services such as the
winter  ice  skating  rink  at
Pier Plaza and the Commu­
nity  Cafe  discussions  that
were launched last fall. 

Circuit, the popular trans­
portation  service  that  runs
throughout  downtown
Huntington Beach and now
costs  $2  per  rider,  will  be
continued until at least Jan.
1 and likely longer, depend­
ing on funding. 

Revenue  raisers  include
increased emergency medi­
cal  services  fees,  as  well  as
adding  advertisements  to
the city’s lifeguard towers. 

“Almost  every  economist
says next year we’re headed
toward  a  recession,  and
we’re getting ahead,” Mayor
Tony Strickland said “Unlike
other  councils  in  other  cit­
ies,  who  wait  for  an  emer­
gency  situation  where  they
don’t  have  any  options,
we’re  actually  fixing  the
budget  today  to  make  sure
we’re  not  in  that  position

two  years  from  now  ...  I’m
proud of this budget.”

Several  speakers  Monday
were  critical  of  the  budget
adding  four  full­time  posi­
tions to the staff of City Atty.
Michael Gates, whose office
was  one  of  the  few  not  hit
with cuts for next fiscal year.
The office will add a deputy
community prosecutor, two
senior deputy city attorneys
and  one  senior  legal  assist­
ant.

The  four  positions  will
cost  $675,000  per  year,
which Gates said is cheaper
than  contracting  the  work
and  that  he  needed  the
help.  Councilman  Dan
Kalmick  asked  for  docu­
mentation  to  show  the  in­
crease  in  hours  worked  by
Gates’  staff,  which  now
numbers 11 people.

“Our  attorneys  are  work­
ing  60  hours  a  week  and
they are working weekends,
and they have been for well
over a year.” Gates respond­
ed.  “Our  attorney  staff  is
way  overworked,  and  that’s
nothing new.”

Gates  said  his  office  is
currently the plaintiff in less
than  five  cases,  though  a
key  one  is  a  federal  lawsuit
against  the  state  of  Califor­
nia over housing mandates.

“We  need  the  resources,”
he said Tuesday, adding that
cases  have  picked  up  after
the  coronavirus  pandemic.
“It  literally  has  nothing  to
do  with  the  housing  law­
suit.”

Gates  pointed  to  recent
rulings that will net the city
about $32 million including
interest.

“In  terms  of  value,  we
have  far  exceeded  any  bur­
den  to  the  taxpayer,”  he
said.

Gates’  office  was  further
questioned  during  public
comment.  Several  speakers
mentioned  the  settlement
with  the  Pacific  Airshow
that  could  end  up  costing
the  city  more  than  $7  mil­
lion,  though  just  less  than
$2  million  of  that  is  on  the
budget  for  next  year.  The
full settlement has yet to be
released  to  the  public,
which  Gates  said  is  due  to
pending litigation. 

Also,  the  new  City  Coun­
cil majority previously voted
to  pay  more  than  $500,000
for an environmental review
on behalf of the airshow.

“I’ve  never  heard  of  [the
city  picking  up  the  tab  for]
that,” said Cook, one of four
former  Surf  City  mayors  to
speak  during  public  com­

ments  along  with  Shirley
Dettloff,  Cathy  Green  and
Connie  Boardman.  “That’s
just ridiculous.”

Erin  Spivey,  a  librarian  at
the  Main  Street  branch  of
the Huntington Beach Pub­
lic  Library,  said  she  at­
tended  Monday  night  to
speak not as a city employ­
ee  but  a  resident  of  more
than 30 years.

“Community and love for
community is built in parks
and  libraries  and  schools,”
she  said.  “It  is  not  built
through  business  deals  and
property density statistics.”

Kalmick  introduced  a

substitute  motion  to  ap­
prove  the  budget  that  was
originally  presented  at  the
June  6  meeting,  removing
the  four  new  city  attorney’s
office  positions.  It  failed,
4­3,  with  the  conservative
majority voting against.

“This  hurry­up  offense  is
no  way  to  run  a  half­a­bil­
lion  dollar  organization,”
Kalmick said.

He  and  the  other  Demo­
crats  on  the  dais  ended  up
going along with the revised
budget  as  presented,  with
some reservations.

“This process was chaot­
ic,” Councilwoman Rhonda

Bolton  said.  “There  are  as­
pects of [the new plan] that
I’m still trying to figure out.
If  I’m still  trying to figure it
out  and  the  public  is  still
trying  to  figure  it  out,  then
this is just not the right way
to do this.”

Continued from page A1
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Surf City, will be continued until at least Jan. 1.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com

Twitter: @mjszabo

erts of Irvine, won Best
Costume and tied for first
in the Happiest Rescue
contest. The social media
star wowed the judges by
turning full gangster, com­
pleting the look with a
custom jacket, sunglasses
and a gold chain.

Elizabeth Roberts said
they were honored to have
Rolo receive the recog­
nition. Rolo has proven
well­suited for public life
since his adoption, when
he fell asleep in Cole’s arms
on the two­hour car ride
home.

“It’s definitely something
very special, and it is a
growing niche out there,”
Elizabeth Roberts said.
“There’s definitely a lot of
adventure cats that have
started to come about, for
sure. With Rolo, we started
him as a kitten when we

noticed that he was OK
with car rides.

“Most kittens that I have
taken in my experience do
not like car rides. They get
nervous, they cry, they
whine, and they don’t feel
comfortable the entire
time, so it really definitely
depends on a cat’s person­
ality.”

Liz Comerford, a Realtor
with Coldwell Banker Real­
ty, hoisted the trophy for
the winning chili after
helping prepare it for the
Charitable Assistance
Fund.

Now a contributor to
three winning entries in
the chili cook­off, Comer­
ford opined that there is no
set way to make a champi­
onship chili.

“My recipe is no recipe,”
Comerford said. “I don’t
follow a recipe. … A little of
this, a lot of that.”

The winning booth did
not lack for potential add­
ons, providing its taste

testers with optional ingre­
dients such as cilantro,
scallion and sour cream.

“We had cilantro, we had
scallion, we had squeeze of
lime,” Comerford said.
“Everyone told me … what
put mine over was the
finishing squeeze of lime
on top, which I think it’s in
agreement. That chili had
an entire grill full of pep­
pers and chiles that I
charred on the grill before
[they were] chopped up
and put in, so maybe that
was my secret.”

Rosie Taylor, a Santa Ana
resident and a winner in
the 54th World Champi­
onship Chili Cook­off in
2021, was among the
judges for the chili contest.

The Laguna Beach fire
and police departments
also competed.

The Laguna Real Estate
Charitable Assistance
Fund, a public benefit
corporation consisting of
Realtors and affiliates, has

raised more than $1.3 mil­
lion for community non­
profits and individuals in
need since being created in
2004.

Suzanne Taylor, the
president of the Charitable
Assistance Fund, said the
nonprofit group supports

various causes, including
seniors and the arts. The
group also has a fund that
provides grants to Realtors
and affiliates in need.

“The goal is twofold,”
Taylor said of Saturday’s
get­together. “One, to have
a chili cook­off, and two, to

let people show us their
pets and all the different
categories of pets. We
added a new one this year,
which was the Top Pet In
All Categories, and we had
not had that before. We
had been given a piece of
art from Faux Paw Artique
Gallery, and we gave that
as the grand prize for the
pet, but we also had rib­
bons for everyone. It was
fun. It was a little hot for
the animals, but it was
fun.”

Artist Debby Carman
provided the artwork with
some puppy­dog­eyed
friends and a black cat for
the grand prize in the pet
parade, which featured
largely cats and dogs. The
finale featured a wagon full
of rescues, a couple of
which dared to escape
their open­air mode of
transportation.

Continued from page A1
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A WAGON carrying three adoption dogs marches through
the Laguna Real Estate Charitable Assistance Fund pet
parade and chili cook­off in Laguna Beach on Saturday.

andrew.turner@latimes.com

Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN



A4WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2023

Sports
CONTACT US

To report scores of high school and college
games, or other newsworthy items from
youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot
sports staff. 

Matt Szabo, Sports Reporter
(714) 966­4614, matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Andrew Turner, Sports Reporter
(714) 966­4611, andrew.turner@latimes.com

Keep up with L.A. Times,
wherever you are.
As a print subscriber, you have free unlimited digital access on our app.

Our easy-to-use digital design allows you to find what you’re looking for quickly.

Download the app and never miss a thing.

• Stay informed 24/7 with award-winning journalism.

• Experience our upgraded app.

• Get access to the eNewspaper with easy navigation,

searchable archives and offline reading.

• Easily manage your account and subscription.

Access today’s

top stories.

Navigate the enewspaper

with searchable archives

and offline reading.

Listen to our podcasts

and watch exclusive
video content.

View your recently read

and saved stories.

Download the L.A. Times app

The Jones Cup community
golf tournament is always a
good time for each of the five
local country clubs that partici­
pate.

Of course, the competitive
juices also flow. 

Longtime Santa Ana Country
Club team captain Geoff Coch­
rane was fired up last year after
leading host Santa Ana to its
first Jones Cup title. Every club
participating has now won the
tournament, in its 24th year, at
least once.

Santa Ana will try to repeat
Wednesday, when the Jones Cup
tees off at Newport Beach Coun­
try Club. 

As always, the tournament
matches five professionals and
club champions from Santa Ana,
Newport Beach, Big Canyon,
Mesa Verde and Shady Canyon
in a two best ball format.

Mesa Verde, which has won
the tournament eight times
since it started in 2000, tees off
first at 12:30 p.m. at Newport
Beach on Wednesday. The squad
includes captain Heidi Wright­
Tennyson, professional Mike
Fergin, ladies champion Kim
Izzi, men’s champion Ryan
Knapp and senior men’s cham­
pion Mitch Allenspach. 

Santa Ana will tee off next at
12:40 p.m., featuring Cochrane,
professional Drew Buddle, ladies
champion Diane Booth, men’s
champion Nico Bollini and sen­
ior men’s champion Brandon
Goethals. 

Shady Canyon, the two­time
champion, will tee off as the

middle group at 12:50 p.m. It
features team captain Brian
Gunson, professional Kyle
Bezuidenhout, ladies champion
Kelly Ly, men’s champion Eoin
Middaugh and senior men’s
champion Kyle Palmer. 

Big Canyon, which has won

the Jones Cup a record 10 times,
tees off at 1 p.m. The quintet
features captain Robert Pang,
professional Erika Ilagan, ladies
champion Olivia Slutzky, men’s
champion Jordan Nasser and
senior men’s champion Will
Tipton. 

Pang has been team captain
for each of the club’s four victo­
ries since 2011.

Host Newport Beach, which
tees off last at 1:10 p.m., features
captain Robin Shelton, profes­
sional Andy Alderdice, ladies
champion Ailam Newkirk, men’s

champion Blair Walsh and sen­
ior men’s champion Todd Rob­
erts. Newport Beach has won
the tournament twice, most
recently in 2015.

JONES  CUP

Santa Ana Country Club eyes repeat 

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

GEOFF COCHRANE gives teammate Diane Booth a high­five after she sank a long putt for the Santa Ana Country Club team in last year’s Jones Cup.
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The 24th annual
community golf
tournament matches
five professionals and
club champions in a two
best ball format.
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