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Kien Nguyen is a 76-year-old grandmoth-
er of six.

She’s petite, with short cropped hair and
an easy smile. She speaks with a slow ur-
gency, faster in her native Vietnamese than
in English.

Nguyen’s lived in the United States since
1975. Her daughter was born here, as were
her grandchildren.

She’s attended numerous walks to help
raise social consciousness and aided in past
efforts by her son Tam Nguyen to provide
personal protective equipment to health-
care workers.

She even raised $5,000 on her own among

her friends and acquaintances to help in
the cause because she felt it was important.

So, it hurts, she said, to have been told to
go home — home, as in not the Fountain
Valley she lives in now, but back to a coun-
try that she hasn’t lived in for almost 50
years. “They said, ‘Stay away from her. She’s
got the virus!’ At first, I didn’t know what
they were talking about. But they looked at
me and they said, ‘Go home!’ and usually,
the old [Asian] people, an old lady like me
— I just walked away,” Nguyen said.

“But, I felt bad and I talked to my friend.
‘This is my home here. What are they talk-
ing about?’ ” Nguyen’s experience is just

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

VICTIMS OF ANTI-ASIAN hate attacks meet in Fountain Valley in response to recent incidents that have targeted those of Asian descent.

‘This ismyhome’: Anti-Asian
rhetoric victims showsolidarity

ABOVE: TED NGUYEN, with Nailing it
for America, speaks during the picnic.

LEFT: KIEN NGUYEN, center, is introduced
at Thursday’s gathering in Fountain Valley.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Solidarity, page A5

Following a carjacking incident
that occurred on the campus of
Providence Mission Hospital in
Laguna Beach last year, hospital
staff came to the table to discuss
some changes to its security plan
with the Laguna Beach City
Council.

Terry Wooten, chief operating
officer for Providence Mission
Hospital, presented to the council
at the meeting on March 23, re-
vealing that the hospital plans to
add surveillance cameras to the
parking lot, as well as in the inte-
rior lobby and the fourth-floor
parking lot of the medical office
building on the west side of the
facility.

He added that two more cam-
eras would be installed at the east
medical office building.

With respect to in-person
monitoring of the facility, Wooten
said that the hospital would be
replacing its parking attendant
with a security guard between 6
a.m. and 10 p.m. on weekdays.

“Safety is our highest priority,”
Wooten said to kick off the pre-
sentation. “We are constantly re-
viewing and evaluating our proto-
cols on campus to make sure that
we are keeping up with standards
and addressing the ever-changing
need with what’s going on in our
community.”

The changes come after Judie
Dike was robbed and carjacked in
the lower parking lot of Mission
Hospital on Oct. 21. Thereafter,

Laguna’s
Mission
Hospital
tobeefup
security
Surveillance cameras
and a security guard will
be added in response
to a carjacking incident
in its park lot in October.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Hospital, page A6

Newport-Mesa Unified School
District officials announced Fri-
day in-person commencement
ceremonies and promotions —
which went virtual last year to the
dismay of students and parents
alike — will be held in June for
promotees and the graduating
class of 2021.

Supt. Russell Lee-Sung made
the commitment in a late-after-
noon message sent out to the
school community and posted on
the district’s website, sharing not
only the news the events would
take place but the date, time and
location of each ceremony.

“Our schools have begun dis-
cussions and planning efforts for
end-of-year graduations and pro-
motions, which will be in-person
now that Orange County is in the
orange [reopening] tier,” the an-
nouncement read, emphasizing
certain modifications would be
placed on festivities.

For example, graduates will be
allowed to invite only two guests,
unless the county transitions be-
forehand to a less restrictive yel-
low tier, in which case students
will be allowed to increase their
guest lists to four people.

Mask-wearing and social dis-
tancing will be required, and all
events will be livestreamed for
those who cannot or do not wish
to attend in person.

NMUSD says
in-person
graduations,
promotions
are planned
Thecounty’smove
to theorange tier
makes the liveevents
possible, according to the
district’s superintendent.
BY SARA CARDINE

See NMUSD, page A2

The seeds to a career in horti-
culture were planted in Erin
Aguiar as a teenager.

Aguiar worked at Scenic Nurs-
ery in Modesto growing up in the
Central Valley. She studied horti-
culture at Modesto Junior Col-
lege, and later at Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo before graduating in
2010.

While there, Aguiar twice re-
ceived the Arnold D. Haskell
scholarship from Sherman Li-
brary & Gardens in Corona del
Mar. She spent two summers in-
terning in the gardens before be-
ing hired full time.

Now it has all come full circle.
Aguiar manages that summer in-
ternship program, and her vision
and influence at the 2.2-acre gar-
den on Coast Highway keeps get-
ting larger and larger.

She was recently promoted to
the position of horticulture direc-
tor at the botanical showplace.

Aguiar, 37, has served as Sher-
man’s horticulture manager since
2015. She said she is constantly
seeking ways to channel her en-
thusiasm for horticulture, learn-

ing how to share it with visitors
to the nonprofit garden.

“We want people to feel the
need to come back often,” Aguiar
said. “Gardens, by nature, change
with the seasons and change
from year to year. We want to
guide our garden to always offer
something new. Every time our
guests or members come in,
there’s something interesting,
something new to look at.”

The gardens continue to grow.
Aguilar said she’s excited about
the introduction of Sherman Li-

Ex-intern helps Sherman Library & Gardens blossom
Erin Aguiar was
recently promoted to
horticulture director at
the Corona del Mar site.
BYMATT SZABO

Photos by Don Leach
Staff Photographer

LEFT: ERIN
AGUIARwas named
the horticulture
director at Sherman
Library & Gardens in
Corona del Mar. It's a
promotion for
Aguiar, who joined
the company as a
summer intern
in 2008.
BELOW: A GUITAR-
playing skeleton
heads up the Dia de
los Muertos or Day
of the Dead display
last year.

See Sherman, page A5
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It’s time to ask yourself the real questions about your heart and vascular health. What’s holding you back?

Don’t wait. When you need answers, we’re here at the MemorialCare Heart & Vascular Institute. With

an elite physician specialist team and renowned surgeons who specialize in minimally invasive cardiac

treatment options. We take every precaution to keep you safe. So, there’s only one question left to ask:

Why trust your heart to anyone less than the best?

We’re here for
a heart-to-heart.

If you need the most innovative cardiovascular care possible, don’t wait. Act.

Find a specialist.
800-MEMORIAL | memorialcare.org/HeartVascular

Tuan Lam, M.D.
Cardiothoracic Surgeon

ACROSS 1
Espy
5 Large farm
10 Neighbor of
Turkey
14 Deafening
15 Hatred
16 All there
17 Part of BA
18 Immune from
criticism
20 Agreeable
reply
21 Singer Patti
22 Toys with
strings
23 Actor Shemar
25 Farrow, for one
26 Meager
28 Pop artist Andy
31 Concerns
32 Swoon
34 __ culpa
36 __ like; pretends
to be
37 Sad hymn
38 Pantyhose ding
39 West, for one
40 Enjoys a long
bath
41 Relinquish
voluntarily
42 Most bizarre
44 Sculpted
45 Apple sampler
46 FDR's affliction
47 Sudden &
sharp, as pain
50 Slipped __; back
problem
51 Massage
54 Easy gymnastic
roll
57 Aft's opposite
58 Monte Rosa's
range
59 Lagoon island
60 Racing sled
61 Oriole's home
62 Sloppy
63 __ up; spends all
of

DOWN
1 Kill
2 Tiny skin
opening

3 Bamboozled
4 Six-pointers, for
short
5 Beads for the
devout
6 Old saying
7 Likable
8 Mongrel
9 Type of health

ins. plan
10 Biblical book
11 Go ballistic
12 Suffix for clear
or resist
13 Brooklyn team
19 Mini or maxi
21 Cookware
24 Singles

25 Unicorn's hair
26 Ponzi scheme
27 Bean used to
make chocolate
28 Head toppers
29 Eating both
plants & animals
30 Go away
32 Italian car
33 Actress Joan
Van __
35 Old
37 Rx label info
38 Hyderabad
dress
40 Cut off
41 Stroll
43 Despise
44 Expensive
46 Tablets
47 As straight __
arrow
48 "Old King __
was a merry old
soul"
49 Plate sweepers
50 Twosomes on
stage
52 Egg on
53 Spelling
contests
55 Man's
nickname
56 Polished off
57 Respiratory bug

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Newport Harbor High
School senior Jack Nataup-
sky said Friday he’d been
hearing the buzz around
campus in the past couple
of weeks that in-person cer-
emonies may be allowed to
return.

That seemed like an im-
possibility a few months
ago, when Orange County
experienced a surge of co-
ronavirus infections and
saw record high COVID-19
hospitalizations and
deaths.

“Then, the vaccine
started rolling out and I be-
gan to get a bit more confi-
dent we might have a grad-
uation,” said Nataupsky,
who sees graduation cere-
monies as the official end
of high school. “I know a
few people who were sad-
dened not to have a gradu-
ation or promotion last
year. I’m glad to be able to
have one.”

Corona del Mar senior
Troy Tsubota said he, too,
was glad to be able to walk
with the class of 2021.

“I’m very happy we can
have an in-person gradua-
tion,” he said Friday. “It will
provide closure for our
class after a particularly un-
usual year.”

Students and their fam-

ilies were upset last year,
when Newport-Mesa Uni-
fied officials announced
they would be broadcasting
prerecorded graduation
ceremonies for virtual audi-
ences. Some even protested
outside the district’s office
in Costa Mesa.

Multiple grassroots alter-
native ceremonies sprung
up, offering graduates the
chance to participate in a
parade-style celebration
from the safety of their ve-
hicles. A multi-school grad-
uation march was held
June 19, during which hun-
dreds convened for a march
from Newport Elementary
School to Balboa Pier in
Newport Beach.

“I didn’t think I was ever
going to get to throw my
cap up in the air,” then-
Costa Mesa High School
senior John Paul Bottazzi
told the Daily Pilot at the
event. “That was pretty im-
portant to me.”

The schedule for in-per-
son and virtual events pro-
vided by the district is:

HIGH SCHOOLS
• Back Bay/Monte Vista

High, June 10 at 10 a.m. at
Hyatt Regency Amphithe-
ater

• Cloud Campus High,
June 9 at 6 p.m. (virtual)

• Corona del Mar High,
June 10 at 1:30 p.m. at
Davidson Field

• Costa Mesa High,
June 10 at 1:30 p.m. at Mus-
tangs Field

• Early College High,
June 3 at 5:30 p.m. at Jim
Scott Stadium

• Estancia High, June 10
at 3 p.m. at Jim Scott Sta-
dium

• Newport Harbor High,
June 10 at 6 p.m. at David-
son Field

• Seamless Transition Ed-
ucation Program (STEP),
June 3 at 5:30 p.m. (virtual)

MIDDLE SCHOOLS
• Corona del Mar Middle,

June 9 at 1 p.m. at Davidson
Field

• Costa Mesa Middle,
June 9 at 2:30 p.m. at Mus-
tangs Field

• Cloud Campus Middle,
June 9 at 6 p.m. (virtual)

• Ensign Intermediate,
June 9 at 4:30 p.m. at
Davidson Field

• TeWinkle Middle, June 9
at 6 p.m. at Jim Scott Sta-
dium

——
Lee-Sung said Friday ad-

ditional information on
commencement and pro-
motion ceremonies, in ad-
dition to other end-of-year
activities and senior events,
would be shared by school-
site administrators as de-
tails became available.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

INMAY2020, studentsprotestNewport-MesaUnifiedSchoolDistrict'sdecision tonothold
in-persongraduationceremonies.Thisyear, in-personeventsmay resume,officials saidFriday.

Continued from page A1
NMUSD

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Gloves, shovels, and 5-gallon buckets or containers. Up to five (5) buckets or containers per
household are permitted. Containers that are more than 5-gallons may not be used.

A limited number of bagged compost will be available. Three (3) bag limit per household.

GET THERE EARLY!

Supplies are limited and will be available on a first come, first serve basis for Laguna Beach residents only. For questions,
please visit the City’s website at www.lagunabeachcity.net/recycling, or contact the Public Works Department at
(949) 497-0344.

Please bring proof of residency. This program is not for commercial use.

FREE COMPOST GIVEAWAAY EVENT
FOR LAGUNA BEACH RESIDENTS

8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. (or until compost runs out)
City Maintenance Facilities - 1900 LAGUNA CANYON RD.

This event is offered by the City of Laguna Beach in partnership with Waste Management and Tierra Verde Industries.

COVID-19 GUIDELINES WILL BE FOLLOWED.
FACE MASKS ARE REQUIRED AND SOCIAL DISTANCING AT PILES WILL BE MANAGED.

Event is provided as part of the Franchise Agreement with the City’s solid waste hauler, Waste Management.

THIS IS A SELF-SERVICE EVENT. RESIDENTS ARE ENCOURAGED TO BRING THE FOLLOWING ITEMS:

SAT. -
0
April 10, 2021

Give your home
the protection
it deserves.

Chip Stassel Ins Agcy Inc
Chip Stassel, Agent
Ins Lic #0C08488
Bus: 949-723-4000
chip@chipstassel.com

Your home is where you
make some of your best
memories, and that’s
worth protecting. I’m
here to help.
LET’S TALK.

1708136

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

O nce again we bear
witness to horrific
acts of violence and

once again we engage in
soul-searching discussions
about the hate that too
often leads to unspeakable
crimes.

The recent shootings in
Atlanta — where eight
people, including six wom-
en of Asian descent, were
murdered — have raised
some awareness regarding
the racism and injustice
that Asian Americans have
long experienced.

Yet, just as we are over-
due for a comprehensive
reckoning regarding racial
intolerance, we also must
not overlook another sub-
set of our population that
continues to be treated
with contempt, misunder-
standing, misplaced fear
and violence.

I refer to the transgender
community.

This is a community that
remains so stigmatized that
just by writing these words
— a simple plea for toler-
ance and empathy — I
fully expect to receive
some vitriolic responses.

But when I read a story
that appeared recently in
the Daily Pilot, I knew I
could not be silent.

As reported in the article,
a Costa Mesa man was
being held on charges of
assault with a deadly
weapon after allegedly
beating a trans woman
with a skateboard. Prose-
cutors referred to the inci-
dent as a hate crime.

This disturbing episode
occurred against a back-
drop of violence against
transgender people nation-
wide. In 2020, the civil
rights organization Human
Rights Campaign Founda-
tion reported at least 37
transgender and gender
nonconforming people
were violently killed, more
than in any other year

since it began tracking this
data in 2013.

In the 2015 U.S. Trans-
gender Survey, the largest
survey of transgender
people in the United
States, conducted by the
National Center for Trans-
gender Equality, 46% of
respondents reported be-
ing verbally harassed and
9% were physically at-
tacked in the previous year
because of being transgen-
der.

Trans people also en-
counter distressing levels
of discrimination and
mistreatment in work-
places, when seeking hous-
ing and healthcare, in the
legal system, and within
their communities and
even their own families.
They experience dispropor-
tionately high rates of
poverty.

The pandemic may have
increased the isolation and
exclusion felt by transgen-
der people; concerns have
been voiced in particular
regarding transgender
college students who have
been forced to return
home to shelter with hos-
tile family members.

Since March 2020, the
Trans Lifeline crisis hotline

recorded an 18% increase
in callers reporting that
they’d been rejected by
their families.

Such rejection can be
emotionally devastating
and lead to tragic conse-
quences. Indeed, studies
have found that transgen-
der people attempt suicide
at rates far higher than in
the general population.

There’s no good reason
for it to be this way, yet
destructive myths about
this demographic remain
stubbornly common.

Transgender people are
often wrongly character-
ized as deviants and preda-
tors who pose a danger to
“normal” folks.

Fabricated scenarios
regarding children being
threatened in restrooms
have fed this damaging
view, when in reality it is
transgender people who
are routinely victimized.

Another misconception
about trans people is that
they are merely confused,
going through “a phase” or
are in need of a forceful
course-correction.

“I don’t think there was
ever a time I didn’t know I
was a girl,” said Miliana
Singh, the LGBTQ health-

care and transgender serv-
ices coordinator at the
LGBTQ Center OC.

Singh, who previously
lived in New York and
Florida, said she was raised
in a transphobic commu-
nity and among some
family members who be-
lieve in honor killings.

Though never physically
assaulted, she was threat-
ened and verbally abused.

“It was my family that
had to convince me I was
not a girl,” she said. “They
come from a culture that
has a clear-cut, linear idea
of gender. I disrupted that
norm.”

Trans people often find
they have limited legal
recourse. There is no com-
prehensive federal nondis-
crimination law that in-
cludes gender identity, and
many states have intro-
duced legislation that
would restrict transgender
rights.

Nonetheless, there are
signs that attitudes are
evolving, possibly due in
part to more frequent and
sensitive media portrayals
of trans people.

According to HRC, sup-
port for transgender rights
among Americans more

than doubled in just a few
years, to 62% by 2019.

There have also been
some significant legal vic-
tories, most notably the
U.S. Supreme Court’s rul-
ing last June that the 1964
Civil Rights Act protects
gay, lesbian and transgen-
der employees from dis-
crimination based on sex.

And in December, the
high court voted to pre-
serve an Oregon public
school district’s policy of
accommodating transgen-
der students’ use of bath-
rooms and locker rooms
that corresponded to their
gender identity.

In another sign of prog-
ress, the House of Repre-
sentatives last month
passed an amendment that
would create the first grant
program to support LGBTQ
survivors of domestic vi-
olence, sexual assault and
stalking.

Also in March, Dr.
Rachel Levine became the
first openly transgender

federal official in U.S. his-
tory with her confirmation
as assistant secretary of the
Department of Health and
Human Services.

Change is occurring at
the local level as well. The
Irvine Police Department,
for example, has two offi-
cers assigned as liaisons to
the LGBTQ community.

While these are all pos-
itive steps, trans people
still have a long way to go
to achieve full acceptance
and understanding.

At the bare minimum,
they should not have to
live in fear that they will be
harmed simply for living
their lives in ways that feel
authentic to them. On that
point, at least, I hope we
can all agree.

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

A long way to go to achieve full acceptance and understanding

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.
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MARKETPLACE http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

To place an ad, go to

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether you’re
seeking a

home, apartment, pet or
new occupation!

Sell your Car
in Classified ! Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today

timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN

CLASSIFIED!
(714) 966-4600

Antique BUYER
American Estate Buyers
Buying Antiques, Art,
Jewelry & More
(323) 829-3911 -Jack

Antiques

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

To advertise go to
timescommunityadvertising.com
Put a few words to work for you.

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Christian Education
Coordinator:

Bachelor’s Degree in
Religion or related Req.,
$33,904/yr, F/T, Resume
to Sinwoong Park, Irvine
Onnuri Church, 17200
Jamboree Rd, Irvine, CA

92614

COACH
Martial Arts Coach

ISO bilingual Mandarin-
English martial arts

coach. 10+years experi-
ence, BA required email
resume to wushuunlim-

ited@gmail.com

Employment

CONTACT US
Carol Cormaci

Managing Editor
carol.cormaci@latimes.com

———
Raymond Arroyo

Advertising Director
(714) 966-4608

———
Address

10540 Talbert Ave.,
Suite 300 West,

Fountain Valley, CA 92708
———

Business Office
(714) 966-4600

Newsroom
(714) 966-4699

Sports
(714) 966-4612

TCN Classifieds
800-234-4444

TCN Legal Phone
888-881-6181

TCN Legal Email
LALegal@latimes.com
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Shooting in Orange
followed gun show,
angering reader

Recently in the city of
Orange, people were mur-
dered as they went about
their daily lives by yet an-
other angry man with a
gun. Women, men, chil-
dren, the young and the old,
it just doesn’t matter to the
murderer because ... he is
angry!

To top this off, this week
the Daily Pilot had a front-
page, above-the-fold photo
of this past weekend’s gun
show at the Orange County
Fairgrounds. Large crowds,
no apparent distancing,
mostly men, many un-
masked. Yep, a gun show
selling more weapons and
ammunition. This, just after
Atlanta, Denver, and, let us
never forget, Sandy Hook.

I am so angry that the
state of California allows its
property to support the sale
and transfer of guns and
ammunition. No more gun
shows on public property.

Rebecca Chadwick
Costa Mesa

At least Ortiz
wears something

Huntington Beach Coun-
cilman Tito Ortiz remains
recalcitrant about mask
wearing, regardless of what
epidemiologists are recom-
mending.

Is this Ortiz’s strategy for
remaining in the public
spotlight, even though it’s a
blatant display of ignorance
and a denial of science?

Perhaps Ortiz dislikes the
idea of depriving his fellow
council members of his
striking countenance. As a
mixed martial artist — his
platform to third-tier celeb-
rity status — I suppose
we’re fortunate that he
willingly wears a shirt to
council meetings. After all, a
ripped abdomen is politi-
cally impressive. Isn’t it?

Ben Miles
Huntington Beach

Project would
block views

The 2510 PCH project
was appealed by Mayor
Brad Avery to further review
the project and its cumula-
tive impacts. The hearing
will be held on April 13 at
Newport Beach City Coun-
cil chambers. The applicant
has proposed a 35-unit
apartment complex (three
units will be considered low
income), with an adjacent
car showroom.

There are concerns those
priceless public views from
both John Wayne and Cliff
Drive parks will be severely
impacted. John Wayne Park
is one of the very few parks
where families and friends
gather to watch the Christ-
mas Boat Parade every year.

These people generally
travel from the Inland Em-
pire to watch the parade at
no charge. They might not
be able to afford to dine at a
restaurant on the bay nor
afford to rent a Duffy to
view the parade, but they
most certainly can bring a
blanket and a picnic basket
to watch our glorious pa-

rade, which originated in
1908.

The project does not take
into consideration environ-
mental justice issues with
regard to the equal protec-
tion and meaningful in-
volvement of all people with
respect to the development,
implementation and en-
forcement of environmental
laws, regulations and poli-
cies and the equitable dis-
tribution of environmental
benefits. These sacred views
from John Wayne Park and
the enjoyment for residents
and out-of-town guests will
be eradicated, as these
parks are considered an
environmental benefit for
all people.

Who are these fortunate
people who will be allowed
to reside in these three
low-income housing apart-
ments? According to the
staff report, the city pro-
vides the guidelines, and
these guidelines provide
priority treatment for city
employees (those who
qualify for low-income
must make $44,850 per year
for a one-person house-
hold). Will these low-in-
come apartments set prece-
dence for Newport’s stake-
holders that could conceiv-
ably pay to house city
employees? We must ask
ourselves will three low-
income apartments be a
sound reason to obliterate
public views for thousands
of people and those future
generations to come?

“Tomorrow hopes we
have learned something
from yesterday.” — John
Wayne

Peggy V. Palmer
Newport Beach

Republicans are
getting vaccine

In a recent Daily Pilot
Mailbag, Denny Freidenrich
stated that media sources
such as CNN and Forbes
have reported a disturbing
trend of Republicans being
reluctant or unwilling to get
vaccinated.

The first problem with
this statement is relying on
CNN for any factual news
today. I can assure Mr.
Freidenrich that all my
friends, both Republicans
and Democrats, have either
been vaccinated or are
scheduled to be vaccinated.
(We don’t need a financial
incentive.) Can we please
stop with the division of
individuals based on politi-
cal affiliation or race? The
media continues to stoke
this dangerous and inflam-
matory rhetoric, and some
people are buying into it.
This narrative is not doing
any good for anybody!
Enough is enough.

Juli Hayden
Newport Beach

Public services
rendered

The “Step on a crack,
report back” article in the
Daily Pilot by Sara Cardine
was very interesting and
public minded as well. The
Public Services Department
for Costa Mesa has a good
idea in organizing a series
of walk audits to locate and
report hazards while walk-
ing. I personally observe a
lot of people taking casual
walks in my area not be-
longing to any organized
groups but just getting
exercise on their own.

A few weeks ago I was
doing that in my local area
of Newport Beach and
discovered just prior to
crossing a street that the
light changer not only
wasn’t working but had
dropped from the light pole
down to the sidewalk ex-
posing wires on the pole
itself where the changer had
been. When I got home I
immediately sent an email
to the Newport Beach Po-
lice Department. I received
an email back almost im-
mediately saying that since
it was not an emergency
that it would have to go
through proper channels to
get where it was supposed
to go. I said to myself that it
probably wouldn’t get fixed
because of what I thought
would be a lot of bureau-
cratic red tape so I just
forgot about it.

A few days ago I received
another email saying that
the problem had been
resolved so I took another
walk to the problem light
pole and, lo and behold, it
had been repaired.

The point is that anyone
taking a walk in their par-
ticular neighborhood could
do what the Public Services
Department does in just
keeping their eyes open and
reporting anything that
needs to be fixed, repaired
or resolved to the proper
authorities. Hopefully it will
be taken care of.

Bill Spitalnick
Newport Beach

Newsom is wrong
about recall folks

I would like to set the
record straight for Gov.
Newsom. He has contin-
ually referred to the recall
effort as being run by white
extremists, but that state-
ment could not be further
from the truth. I would like
to personally inform our
governor that I, who hap-
pen to be Hispanic, along
with my Black, Asian, white,
Middle Eastern and other

counterparts are certainly
not white supremacists, so
his false narrative is ridicu-
lous.

We are all in this for one
reason, and that is the com-
plete incompetence exhib-
ited by Newsom when it
came to his distribution of
billions of stimulus dollars
to convicted felons who are
currently in prison, his
complete ineptness in han-
dling the coronavirus pan-
demic, his complete lack of
self-awareness while dining
out indoors without a mask,
while we would be fined for
the exact same behavior,
the millions of business
owners who lost their liveli-
hoods, the millions of peo-
ple who lost their jobs, our
kids who have lost a year of
school, our daughters who
now have to compete with
men for athletic schol-
arships — the list is exten-
sive.

The fact that our politi-
cians and some academics
would love nothing more
than to continue pushing
this as a race issue, while
keeping the masses from
recognizing their failures, is
more transparent than they
realize. The constant racial
division our so-called lead-
ers continue to use as an
excuse for their inexcusable
behavior has become not
only racist in itself but bor-
ing and quite exhausting.

Juli Hayden
Newport Beach

Representation
results vary

Now that the dust has
settled in our recent elec-
tions (2020 and 2021), it’s
time to take stock of who is
representing our area and
what they are up to. In my
neck of the woods (south-
east Huntington Beach),
Cottie Petrie-Norris won
reelection handily for state
Assembly and is not only
continuing to do the great
job she did in her first term
but is reaching across the
aisle to co-sponsor legisla-
tion which will benefit
everyone in our district.

Dave Min, who defeated
lackluster Republican John
Moorlach for state Senate, is
off to a great start and has
made it his mission to ac-
complish things for those
he serves. Democrat Katrina
Foley, who defeated a trio of
Republican officials in the
2nd O.C. Supervisorial
District special election will
bring needed balance to the
Board of Supervisors and is
poised to assume her new
office with energy and
action. All three officials will
represent the best interests
of their constituents fairly
and honestly without parti-

san bias.
The same cannot be said

of our new Congress mem-
ber, U.S. Rep. Michelle Steel,
who has been partisan and
obstructionist in all of her
decision-making affecting
the residents of our district.

This is especially true in
votes against recovery from
the coronavirus and helping
to get folks and small busi-
nesses back on their feet.

Republican loyalists may
need to acknowledge they
made a big mistake, one
that will surely be rectified
in 2022. In the meantime,
while we may be in better
shape here in Orange
County and in Sacramento,
we are being ill-served in
Washington, D.C. In all
cases, we must press to
make sure our needs and
concerns are being ad-
dressed.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

Estimates on
the price tag

Re: Costa Mesa, Newport
Beach city officials celebrate
completion of $11.5M-
homeless shelter, Daily
Pilot, March 24: One of my
friends just told me last
week that his son had just
bought a home in Idaho for
$130,000, thus I was very
surprised at the nearly
$160,000 per-bed price tag
on this project considering
that the outer structure and
the land are not even in-
cluded in the price. Given
that there are an estimated
19,000 homeless people in
Orange County alone, the
math tells me that, based
on this model, it will take
about $30 billion just to set
up enough beds, not to
mention the even higher
cost for land acquisition. In
addition, there will be huge
cost for staffing and mainte-
nance as well. Although this
is a bit of welcome news, it
is clear that this is not an
affordable solution to our
homeless crisis.

John T Chiu
Newport Beach

MAILBAG

HOW TO GET
PUBLISHED
Send an email to
erik.haugli@latimes.com
and include your full name,
hometown and phone
number (for verification
purposes) with your
submission. All letters
should be kept to 350
words or less. The Daily
Pilot reserves the right to
edit all submissions for
clarity, accuracy and length.



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT SUNDAY, APRIL 4, 2021 A5

Thanks to a $50 million gift from the Lennar Foundation, cancer patients in the
Orange County community will be able to get groundbreaking treatment and world-
class care locally. This transformative gift will help us conduct lifesaving cancer research
and offer the latest therapies to patients in the area. It’s a partnership that will help
power innovation and offer hope to patients, families, friends and our entire community.

Learn more at CityofHope.org/Lennar
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We’re proud to announce the
Lennar Foundation Cancer Center

at City of Hope Orange County.
Opening in 2022.

A GIFT
OF HOPE

one of several incidents
that have targeted those
of Asian descent in just
the last month in Orange
County.

In Seal Beach, a Kore-
an-American widow re-
ceived a racist letter just
three days after her hus-
band’s funeral on
March 22. In Irvine, a 69-
year-old Asian man was
assaulted by a young man
after a skirmish between
their two dogs on
March 19.

In Ladera Ranch, an
Asian family was being
harassed by teenagers for
nights and neighbors had
to step in to keep watch.

And as recently as this
week, Ku Klux Klan prop-
aganda was spread
throughout Newport
Beach and a flier an-
nouncing plans for a
“White Lives Matter” rally
in Huntington Beach sur-
faced.

This all comes just off
the heels of the shooting
in Atlanta just two weeks
ago that took the lives of
eight people, six of whom
were of Asian descent.

In March, Alison Ed-
wards, the chief executive
officer of OC Human Re-
lations, said preliminary
data received by the or-
ganization show there
have been 40 reports of
hate incidents targeting
the Asian American Pa-
cific Islander community
in the last year.

This compares to only
four reports of such inci-
dents in 2019.

Nguyen said she was
encouraged by her son to
speak out against what
happened to her instead
of being quiet about it.

“Most of my friends —
and they get worse than
me — they don’t say any-
thing. They say, ‘We just
keep quiet. We’ll stay
home.’ Just, you know? Be
safe. I don’t feel that way.
If I stay home and they
tell me to go home, where
do I go?” Nguyen said.

“I live in Fountain Val-
ley and I walk [in Foun-
tain Valley Sports Park]

every day. That’s not fair
for me when they talk to
me. It hurts my feelings
and it’s not right.”

So she, with the help of
her son Tam Nguyen and
his friend Ted Nguyen —
no relation — organized a
picnic in the same park to
bring together other vic-
tims of anti-Asian rheto-
ric in a show of solidarity
in the community.

Among them was Jackie
Vu, a 32-year-old veteran
whose family owns a nail
salon in Riverside.

Vu said she was born
and raised in Riverside,
but was the recipient of a
letter that told her to
leave the country because
she was Asian American.
The worst part of it, she
said, was that she couldn’t
keep its contents from her
mother because she
understood every word of
it.

“It’s stuff I always try to
protect my mom from,”
Vu said. “Growing up here
as officially [a] second
[generation], it really
makes a difference on
how you have to tightrope
your culture and Ameri-
can culture. It just hurt. I
was like, ‘Oh my gosh,
these are words I never
want my mom to ever
hear.’ It’s one thing to be

called certain things in
passing. Everybody says
things. It’s not OK, but
people say it.”

“But it’s written in pa-
per ... it hurts. Having to
deal with that and having
to explain it in a time and
space where we shouldn’t
even have to be dealing
with it [is painful],” Vu
said.

Tracy Pham said she
and her boys were on the
receiving end of another
incident a few years ago
in Huntington Beach.

She and her two chil-
dren were crossing the
street when a truck drove
by, yelling something that
Pham didn’t hear before
the man sitting in the pas-
senger’s seat threw a Big
Gulp at them.

Pham said the drink
didn’t hit them and she
hopes her children don’t
remember what hap-
pened, but it was dis-
heartening to know that
this could happen where
she lived, though she’s
aware of the city’s racist
history.

Pham said her two sons
don’t really understand
why they could be tar-
geted for being Asian
American — a fact that
she credits to the immedi-
ate diversity of her cul-de-

sac and to Orange County
at large.

Orange County has the
third-largest Asian popu-
lation in the country. At-
tendees also reflected on
the recent mass shooting
that took place in Orange,
just half an hour away.
Four were killed Wednes-
day evening.

Still, the focus of the
picnic was not only to
have victims meet, but to
have something positive
come of it — Kien Nguyen
said she spent some of
her savings on hiring a
skywriter to say ‘No Hate.’

She, Vu and Pham said
they aren’t afraid or feel
less safe.

“They want to push
your buttons and hope-
fully you’ll move away.
But this is my home. I’m
not going anywhere. You
can push me all you want,
but I own a home here. I
pay taxes. I have a job in
this city, this town. I’m
not going anywhere, no
matter how bad you treat
me,” Pham said.

“If anything, I’m going
to be a good citizen and
I’m going to give back to
this community whether
they like it or not.”

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

VICTIMS OF anti-Asian hate attacks and supporters meet at Fountain Valley Sports Park.
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and something for kids of
all ages. She comes up with
all of these ideas.

“She is the creative ge-
nius behind this place.
Everybody’s talented and
has their own wheelhouse
of expertise, but Erin con-
ceptualizes these events
that just engage the com-
munity.”

Scott LaFleur, executive
director of Sherman Library
& Gardens, said it was an
easy call to promote Aguiar.
He called her a respected
leader and creative force.

“I look forward to seeing
Erin raise the bar on the art
of horticulture here at Sher-
man Gardens,” he said.

Aguiar said since the gar-
dens are outdoors, the staff
has been able to adjust well
to COVID-19. The chal-
lenges that were presented,
including a shutdown of a
couple of months early on
in the pandemic, have not
frustrated her but instead
provided an opportunity.

“I like problem solving
and I like figuring out puz-
zles,” she said. “Once I got
over the panic of it and
learned to adapt to it, it was
an interesting challenge.”

Sherman Library & Gar-
dens has been open since
1966, but Aguiar said she’s
excited to be leading an ex-
pansion into something
bigger and better.

“For our first 50 years, we
were a nice place to visit,
but it was limited and kind
of a secret garden,” she
said. “I feel like what this
promotion means for me
and the organization is that
we’re maturing to offer
more, to challenge our-
selves to really be a main-
stay in Orange County.”

brary & Gardens’ new edu-
cation department, headed
up by Catherine Dickinson.

As for the horticulture
department, Aguiar man-
ages a staff of five full-time
employees, but she recog-
nizes the gardens wouldn’t
thrive without the more
than 100 volunteers and
about 40 docents who work
there.

“We’re really blessed,”
said Aguiar, who lives in
Santa Ana with her hus-
band David and their 4-
year-old son. “One thing
that sets our garden apart is
that it’s meticulously mani-
cured. Other public gardens
and arboretums are acres
and acres. It’s just a differ-
ent scale. We’re so small
that we really have the op-
portunity to make every-
thing look perfect, or at
least try to.”

It is her creative vision
that sets Aguiar apart, said
Sherman Library & Gardens
communications and ven-
ue manager Beverly Mor-
gan.

Last fall, Sherman Library
& Gardens had to pivot
away from its popular Cre-
atures of the Night family
event due to coronavirus
protocols. Aguiar and her
staff helped cook up a re-
placement called Eerie Eve-
nings in the Gardens.

“We had a ‘man-eating
plant,’ ” Morgan said. “You
went into this pop-up tent
one at a time, and it was
Erin’s husband eating a
bowl of salad. Then we had
a ‘palm reader,’ and it was a
potted palm with a pair of
glasses on and holding a
book. It was just really cute
and whimsical and silly,

Don Leach

SHERMAN
LIBRARY
& Gardens
has been

open since
1966.

Continued from page A1
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youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot
sports staff.
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The Corona del Mar High
School football team has
now won eight straight Bat-
tle of the Bay rivalry games
against Newport Harbor,
building itself into one of
the top public school teams
in Orange County during
that time.

Newport Harbor has
made strides under third-
year coach Peter Lofthouse
to show itself as an up-and-
coming program as well.

In this unique season
shortened and postponed
by the coronavirus, the Sea
Kings and the Sailors met a
day after April Fool’s Day at
Davidson Field to again
battle for city supremacy.
This time, Newport Harbor
was no laughing matter.

The Sailors made plays
on defense all game long,
keeping them in the low-
scoring affair. But CdM still
got the turnover it needed
at the end to stay on top.

Sophomore Mason Ku-
bichek stripped the ball
from a Sailors receiver in
the final two minutes and
senior Tommy Griffin re-
covered, helping CdM earn
a tense 10-7 Sunset League
victory.

It may have been sloppy,
but the Sea Kings (3-1, 2-1
in league) would take it af-
ter beating the Sailors (1-3,
1-2) for the eighth straight
season. Friday’s Battle of
the Bay game was the first
in that streak that was de-
cided by less than 10
points.

CdM did just enough to
stay a game behind first-
place Los Alamitos (3-0 in
league) with two games re-
maining.

“We thought the game
would be very tight going

into it,” CdM coach Dan
O’Shea said. “They’ve made
huge strides in their pro-
gram, but we were down
low probably four or five
times and just couldn’t get
a play to finish it. It’s just
execution, but it was tough.
They were really good and
physical at the line of
scrimmage.”

The Sea Kings spent
most of the game on New-
port Harbor’s side of the
field, as the Sailors were
largely unable to move the
ball. That was especially
true after Newport Harbor

senior running back Justin
McCoy, who had 58 yards
rushing and a touchdown
in the first half, suffered a
hip injury on the last play
of the half.

Newport Harbor coach
Peter Lofthouse said that
McCoy, who was on
crutches after the game,
would likely be done for
the season. Josiah Lamar-
que took over running back
duties on Friday.

CdM led 10-7 after Dane
Voorhees’ 40-yard field goal
late in the first half, and
neither team could score
after the intermission. CdM
struggled in its passing
game, as sophomore
quarterback David Rasor
completed 12 of 27 passes
for 119 yards and an inter-
ception, though he did
score his team’s lone touch-
down on a five-yard rush-

ing score in the first quar-
ter.

Credit Newport Harbor’s
defense, led by senior line-
backer Erik Hehl.

Hehl, a transfer from Edi-
son, had two early quarter-
back sacks and at least
three tackles for a loss,
while Kashton Henjum had
an interception in the end
zone to thwart a CdM drive
in the second quarter.

“I’m not sure we blocked
[Hehl] all night,” O’Shea
said. “He was a difference-
maker for sure.”

Dylan Wood and Trent
Merriman each had a pair
of sacks to lead the Sea
Kings, while senior line-
backer Mikey Wein had an
interception for the third
straight game.

Newport Harbor junior
quarterback Nick Kim tried
to lead the Sailors on a

game-tying drive in the
third quarter, but a 26-yard
field goal attempt was wide
right.

CdM also missed a 30-
yard field goal attempt with
1:39 left in the fourth quar-
ter, giving Newport Harbor
one last chance. But the
next play from scrimmage,
a hitch route to the left, re-
sulted in a turnover. The re-
ceiver was stripped by Ku-
bichek as he fought for ex-
tra yardage, and Griffin re-
covered.

“They’re heavy up front,
and they played really hard
and really well, as they
should in a rivalry game,”
Griffin said. “But I think us
winning a football game
like that shows a lot of grit.”

Despite the loss, Loft-
house said he had a pos-
itive message for his Sailors
after the game.

“I told them that they
should hold their heads up
very high,” he said. “They
competed with a great foot-
ball team. That’s one of the
top teams in the county,
and coming in, we knew we
were competitive enough

to be able to beat them.
They poured their hearts
and soul [into it], and that’s
what a Sunset League game
is all about. That’s what a
Battle of the Bay game is
like.”

Corona del Mar plays Ed-
ison Friday night at Hunt-
ington Beach High in an
anticipated matchup, while
Newport Harbor hosts
Huntington Beach.

With the CIF Southern
Section playoffs canceled
for football, the Sea Kings
already consider them-
selves winners in the big-
gest game of their season
following their Battle of the
Bay triumph.

“This became our Super
Bowl,” said CdM senior
right tackle Jake Tracht-
man, who plays alongside
his twin, right guard Seth
Trachtman, on the Sea
Kings’ offensive line.

“This is the game we saw
on the schedule when it
first came out, the game we
wanted to win.”

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Corona del Mar outlasts inspired Newport Harbor

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

CORONA DELMAR celebrates after winning the Battle of the Bay game on Friday night.

CORONADELMAR’S JakeSimkins, right, celebrateswith
TommyGriffinafterhe recovers a fumble fromNewport
Harbor in the fourthquarterofFriday’sBattleof theBaygame.

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

ON THE WEB
For more results from
Friday night’s games, go to
dailypilot.com.

Dike communicated with
leadership at the hospital,
eventually sending a list of
security changes she would
like to see.

Those discussions led to
the hospital comparing its
security plan to the ones in
place at 18 other medical
office properties. Wooten
indicated that at that point,
the hospital discovered that
its security measures put it
in the middle of the pack.

“We empathize with Ms.
Dike and can’t imagine how
terrifying that incident was
for her,” Laguna Beach po-
lice Capt. Jeff Calvert said.

Describing the police re-
sponse to the October inci-
dent, Calvert said that offi-
cers and detectives were
able to identify and track
down the suspect — Madi-
son Victoria Root, 24, of
Rancho Santa Fe — in San
Diego within two hours.

The suspect is in custody
on charges of carjacking,
robbery, assault with force

likely to produce great bod-
ily injury, cause of great
bodily injury to an elder,
inflicting injury on an elder
70 years of age or older and
kidnapping.

Jail records show that
Root is being held at the
Theo Lacy Facility on
$500,000 bail.

Calvert added that
Natasha Hernandez, a
community service officer,
will be conducting a report
of security measures on the
hospital campus, and if
more enhancements are
recommended, they will be
brought back to the coun-
cil.

The report could focus
on things such as visibility
improvements, which
could come from addi-
tional lighting or even the
trimming of trees and
bushes.

In her testimony before
the council, Dike called the
environment at the hospi-
tal “dangerous.”

“My attack was an acci-
dent waiting to happen,”
Dike said. “Some of these
patients who leave the hos-

pital before their time …
don’t have a car and just
want their next fix. What a
better place to go in their
desperation than a doctor’s
parking lot where the older
and more vulnerable are
easy prey.”

Laguna Beach Mayor Pro
Tem Sue Kempf asked if the
surveillance video is being
watched. Hospital staff said
that the security feed is not
monitored, but footage is
generally kept for three
months.

Councilman Peter Blake
expressed concern about
the patients being treated
at and ultimately leaving
the hospital, particularly
those in drug rehabilitation
and with severe mental ill-
ness.

“It really amazes me to
think that the hospital is
coming forward today and
talking about unmonitored
videos and having a securi-
ty guard,” Blake said. “We
pretty much have a serious
problem over there.”

Councilwoman Toni Ise-
man would like to see the
hospital’s discharge plan

compared to others in the
industry. She said she could
remember a time when the
hospital had a locked unit.

“There are people who
when their families have
them there, they make the
assumption that they’re
safe, and for them to be
safe means they’re in
locked units,” Iseman said.

“I think we need more
information, and I think
maybe we can learn from
other hospitals other ways
of dealing with what the
community concerns are.”

In his closing remarks,
Mayor Bob Whalen re-
iterated that the purpose of
the discussion at the meet-
ing was to address short-
term security issues.

“I thank the hospital for
undertaking this review
and putting in place some
additional measures,”
Whalen said. “We did
agree, and it was really not
the intention to have the
hospital present tonight
that a longer-term analysis
needs to be done with re-
spect to discharge plans.

“We want our police to
give us a lot more input on
how it’s being handled,
what the issues are, contin-
ue the dialogue with the
hospital, so I don’t expect
the hospital to have the an-
swers to that tonight. I
think we just agreed that
we would continue to dis-
cuss that issue as sort of
the next in our phase of
discussions, and this would
focus on security.”

Continued from page A1
HOSPITAL

Don Leach
Staff
Photographer

MISSION
HOSPITAL
in Laguna Beach
will be adding
surveillance
cameras and a
security guard as
new security
measures.
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