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Now open in Irvine

K arley List, has yet to “foster fail,” a diffi-
cult feat considering the type of dog she
fosters are the tiny, adorable Pomera-

nian breed.
Temporarily taking in a pet and accidentally

falling in love with it is a common occurrence,
but List’s goal as a founding board member
and director of marketing at OC Pom Rescue is
to help each Pomeranian find its forever home.

“They just need your love,” said List.
Based in Huntington Beach, OC Pom Rescue

focuses specifically on rescuing Pomeranians.
List’s mother, Jasmine List, founded the non-
profit in 2020, with the goal of making the
adoption process enjoyable and accessible
while educating pet owners on responsible dog
ownership and the Pomeranian breed.

“In our first year, we adopted out 212 dogs,” Courtesy of OC Pom Rescue

KARLEY LIST, right, of OC Pom Rescue joins fellow Pomeranian enthusiast Snehal Chitalia, a marketing volunteer for the nonprofit.

Making
sure every
breed has
its day
The nonprofit OC Pom Rescue
celebrates its five-year anniversary
today with a carnival-themed
adoption event in Anaheim.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Breed, page A2

A pro-Palestinian student
group that organized a Gaza soli-
darity encampment at Chapman
University last year faced criti-
cism from administration after
being honored with an award.

Chapman University President
Daniele Struppa took the rare
step of sending a campus-wide
email the day after Students for
Justice in Palestine was recog-
nized during the Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Community Awards
on Jan. 21.

“There is a significant distinc-
tion between fostering free
speech and bestowing an award,”
he wrote. “I want to make it crys-
tal clear that the award does not
represent the official position of
Chapman University.”

Struppa ended his email with
an apology to Jewish students
and all offended by Students for
Justice in Palestine’s award,
which has since been rescinded.

“We’re not surprised [Struppa]
sent out a statement, but there

Pro-Palestinian
student group
stripped of award
Chapman University President Daniele Struppa
sends campus-wide email condemning Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. Community Award given to
Students for Justice in Palestine last month.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

See Award, page A9
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On a sprawling landscape east
of the Santa Ana River, Costa
Mesa’s Fairview Park encom-
passes numerous habitat ecosys-
tems, from wetlands and ripari-
an grasslands to coastal sage
scrub areas and vernal pools in
which dormant life awakens
with adequate rainfall.

Yet despite that vastness, city
leaders undergoing a master
plan process for the 200-acre
park are finding the visions for
and uses of the space present a
crowded playing field of compet-
ing and conflicting interests.

Does a park belong to the peo-
ple who recreate there or the
tribal cultures whose ancestors
for centuries called it home?
Does it belong to the biodiverse

species documented there and
their caretakers, or should it be
subject to the shifting priorities

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer
THE ENTRANCE to Fairview Park from Placentia Boulevard in Costa Mesa. The city is beginning to roll out
its master plan for the 200-acre park, after several years of study and analysis of its ecological resources.

Officials wrestle with competing
views, uses in Fairview Park plan

A FAMILYWALK a path toward the footbridge in Fairview Park.

Costa Mesa leaders
consider how hobbyist
uses might coexist with
environmental, cultural
preservation efforts.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Park, page A2
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A former Navy diver who
has taught thousands of cli-
ents to surf despite not hav-
ing a business license to do
so in Newport Beach ac-
cused the city of promoting
a monopoly in a federal
lawsuit filed Tuesday.

Since 2012, Newport
Beach’s municipal code has
required surf and stand up
paddle board instructors to
obtain written permission
from the city’s Recreation
and Senior Services Depart-
ment in order to hold
classes at a park, beach or
other public facility. This is
to make sure that teachers
offering their services to the
public are insured, properly
qualified and have clean
backgrounds, city officials
said in a statement.

“The city takes seriously
its responsibility to assess
and investigate those who
are teaching courses to resi-
dents and visitors under the
city’s recreational pro-
grams,” Newport Beach
spokesman John Pope
wrote to the Daily Pilot in
an email. “Additionally, by
enforcing provisions of the
Municipal Code, the city
governs how public re-
sources (in this case, public
beaches) are used by pri-

vate companies for the
benefit of the public.”

The suit was filed in the
U.S. District Court, Central
Court, by Pacific Legal
Foundation attorneys on
behalf of Jason Murchison,
who advertises his services
under the business name
Learn to Surf - Southern
California.

Murchison lived in New-
port Beach before moving
to Huntington Beach in
2018 He has been surfing
since childhood, according
to the lawsuit.

He is CPR certified and
had passed Basic Underwa-
ter Demolition/SEAL train-
ing before going on to be-
come a diver in the Navy.
He contracts about eight
other instructors he has
personally trained.

“I’ve never found another
surf instructor to even have
that kind of background,”
Murchison told the Daily
Pilot during an interview
near Blackies on Thursday.
“Most of the surf instruc-
tors here ... are hiring high
school kids. They’re sea-
sonal part-time workers.
How is a 16-year-old going
to have the training that I
have?”

Murchison added that he
maintains a $1-million in-
surance policy in case any
unexpected injury or issue
occurs during his classes.
He has been teaching since
about 2014, and, he said, so
far none of his students
have had any problems.

He has applied for a li-

Surfing instructor
sues Newport Beach,
citing ‘monopoly’

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

JASONMURCHINSON has filed a federal lawsuit
challenging a Newport Beach policy that inhibits paid
surfing lessons at public beaches. He stands at Blackies
Beach near the Newport Pier on Thursday.

Federal lawsuit says
city’s policies stifle
fair competition in
denying majority of
license applications.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Sues, page A10

of the leaders of its city of
ownership?

Such questions came to
a head in a special meet-
ing Tuesday, where offi-
cials lifted the lid on years
of planning and analysis
that have continued at the
site, despite a recent shift
in parks department heads
and Fairview Park admin-
istrators.

Consultant representa-
tives from MIG, Inc., over-
seeing the master plan
process, along with resto-
ration ecologist Travis
Brooks of Land IQ and bi-
ologist Robb Hamilton,
who participated in
Fairview’s first master plan
in 1998, provided an over-
view of the park’s many re-
sources.

Some 220 different types
of birds have been spotted
living, nesting or resting in
Fairview Park, a biodiver-

sity hot spot that plays
host to 197 varieties of
plants, including 10 rare
species, according to
Brooks.

“There are many, many
plants and animals that
occur here, and that is not
because it has open space,
but because it has the di-
versity of habitat types and
vegetation communities
that provide a home for all
these different species,”
Brooks said Tuesday.

“Some of these are so
special or have been so
impacted by urbanization
that people have gone to
the effort of putting them
under some kind of con-
servation status under the
state or federal level,”
Brooks said.

A rare complex of vernal
pools, which spring to life
during sustained periods
of rain, provide home to
federally protected fairy
shrimp, who serve as a
food source to multiple
migrating birds and a food

chain of critters.
Artifacts from indige-

nous tribes, whose pres-
ence dates back to at least
1500 B.C., are still pre-
served in Fairview’s soil,
and the space is regarded
as a sacred home to the
Tongva and the Ac-
jachemen tribes and their
descendants.

But for all the rich eco-
logical and archaeological
activity recorded at the
Costa Mesa site, Fairview
is just as popular among
current human users,
serving not only recre-
ationalists but model train
and aircraft enthusiasts
who’ve enjoyed the prop-
erty for decades under his-
toric city-approved use
agreements.

Members of model air-
craft hobbyist group the
Harbor Soaring Society
have flown remote-control
planes and gliders on
Fairview’s environmen-

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

INFORMATIONAL SIGNS at Costa Mesa’s Fairview Park point out the area’s rich
ecological and cultural treasures and recent preservation efforts.

Continued from page A1
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said List. “That doesn’t even
account for the hospice dogs we
took in. There was such a great
demand for resources and help
taking care of dogs.”

List has her own pet Pomera-
nians, River and Lennon, who
were fostered in other homes,
and she has always been a fan of
the breed. Named for the region
of Northern Europe where they
are thought to have originated,
the toy dog breed has distinct
characteristics and needs that
List said the team at OC Pom
Rescue specializes in.

“We know Poms so well and
we are Pom owners,” List said.
“We know the specific type of
ailments and problems that are
found with Pomeranians. We
know their personalities and we
know how to train them.”

Pomeranians descend from
the German Spitz and range in
size from 3 to 7 pounds with
fluffy fur and plumed tails. His-
torically, the breed was popular
with royals, particularly Queen
Victoria. Pomeranians are also
more susceptible to ailments
like tracheal collapse and seiz-
ures.

Armed with this knowledge,
List said they are sure to moni-
tor those sensitive areas as soon
as they get a new rescue.

“You need to be sure to check
out their lungs, their hearts and
their tracheas because those are
the most common areas where
Pomeranians have issues,” said
List.

Despite such challenges, Pom-
eranians are also known for
their playful and affectionate
personalities and are regarded
for their intelligence. They are a
popular choice for pet owners,
but sometimes circumstances
change and owners are no long-
er able to properly care for their
pets. OC Pom Rescue takes in
dogs that are suffering from
neglect, abandonment and even
abuse.

In the years since the organi-
zation began, it has handled two
hoarding situations, including
one in which 56 dogs were sur-
rendered that the rescue team

dubbed the road-trip pack.
“We spent over $50,000 on

those dogs because every single
one of them needed vaccines,
microchips. They all needed
dental work,” said List.

At one point she had 12 dogs
in her home herself, but helping
the pups find their forever home
made it worth it.

“The most rewarding thing is
now I have all these friends and
family members that have these
little dogs that I saw in the most
vulnerable and challenging part
of their life and now they are in
the best part of their life.”

OC Pom Rescue celebrates its
five-year anniversary today with
a carnival-themed adoption and
fundraising event at Golden
Road Brewing in Anaheim. From
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. guests can
enjoy face painting, pet por-
traits, raffle baskets and a food
fair from Just Food for Dogs, a
fresh dog food brand. There will
also be plenty of adoptable
Pomeranians.

“All of our beautiful Pomera-
nians will be there, and it is a
chance for everyone to come
meet our poms,” said List.

The event is designed to raise
funds to help OC Pom Rescue
continue its important work and
as an outreach effort to the
community.

“A big challenge for us on a
day-to-day basis is having a

regular foster group,” said List.
While the rescue has roughly

20 homes in its current network,
sometimes foster families go on
vacation or need a two-week
break between fosters.

“Our need for fosters never
falls,” said List.

Eventually, List said, OC Pom

Rescue would like to operate a
brick-and-mortar facility that
would allow the organization to
take in more dogs and better
care for the ones they get. For
now, she said the team will con-
tinue to advocate for the re-
sponsible ownership of poms.

“We are so passionate about

what we do,” said List. “We go
above and beyond for our dogs.”

For more information on
adopting or becoming a foster
visit ocpomrescue.com.

Continued from page A1
BREED

Courtesy of OC Pom Rescue

OC POMRESCUE’S leadership team, from left, Karley, Jasmine, Jia and Adriana.

“We know Poms
so well and we are
Pom owners. We
know the specific
type of ailments
and problems that
are found with
Pomeranians.
We know their
personalities and
we know how
to train them.”

— Karley List
founding board member and

director of marketing at OC Pom
Rescue

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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Cancer innovation guides us on a path of
progress, while our unwavering commitment
to caring for cancer patients drives us forward.
Together, we’re pioneering a new era in treatment,
where leading-edge solutions meet compassionate
care for a brighter future.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

Cancer innovation
guides us; caring
for you drives us.

Dr. Farshid Dayyani is a nationallyDr. Farshid Dayyani is a nationally
recognized medical oncologist whorecognized medical oncologist who
specializes in the advanced treatment ofspecializes in the advanced treatment of
gastrointestinal and hepatobiliary cancers.gastrointestinal and hepatobiliary cancers.
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All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are subject to change.

PRESENTING CONCERTS AT

PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY

(949) 553-2422
philharmonicsociety.org

SERIES SPONSOR
Jelinek Family Trust

FEB 11 AT 8PM
RENÉE & HENRY

SEGERSTROM CONCERT HALL

Let your soul dance to the rhythm of life! Celebrating more than 40 years,
Kodo returns to North America with One Earth Tour 2025: Warabe, a thrilling
performance that revisits the ensemble’s early repertoire—blending simple forms
of taiko expression that highlight its unique sound, resonance, and physicality.

ACROSS
1 Caffeinated
beverage
7 Rudely awakens
13 Doing very well:
3 wds.
15 London cafe: 2
wds.
16 Actress Griffith
17 Journalist
Walters
18 Pro in an
ambulance: Abbr.
19 “Delicious!”: 2
wds.
21 Actor Danson
22 Sock part
23 __ port (dessert
wine)
24 Great Plains
people
25 Fragrant root
used in perfumes
28 Casual top
29 Music staff
symbols
30 Broke free
32 Docking area
33 Actress Falco
34 __ your appetite
35 Symbol of
Canada
37 Came to a
party uninvited
40 Cabbage type
41 Feathery
accessory
42 Pre-finals
round
44 Voyage
45 Mouse
catchers
47 Group with a
“tour”: Abbr.
48 Greek vowel
49 Productivity
51 Edge of a glass
52 Pathetic
55 Lifesaving
anti-allergy
devices
57 Dig up
58 Has as a
tenant: 2 wds.

59 Kids’ adhesives
60 Motive

DOWN
1 Attend: 2 wds.
2 Another: 2 wds.
3 Hesitates
4 Lobster __
diavolo
5 Very long
periods

6 “Middlemarch”
author
7 Good to go
8 Rowing tool
9 Computer port:
Abbr.
10 Smash to bits
11 Ran away: 2 wds.
12 Black card suit
14 Beneficiary
15 Steak type

20 Needed to
repay
24 Kansas city
26 Summer treat:
2 wds.
27 Unfortunately
29 Game with
pawns and
queens
31 Whole pizza
32 “Huh?”
34 Candy bar
packaging
35 Hingis of tennis
36 Pilots a plane
37 Winter
outerwear
38 Catherine the
Great, e.g.
39 Investigate: 2
wds.
40 Rise to the
occasion: 2 wds.
41 Painter’s tool
43 __ and Delilah
45 Hypes up
46 Apartment
complex manager
50 Fork part
53 Consume
54 Smelted
material
56 School support
group: Abbr.

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A9.

The Orange County
Board of Supervisors
moved to bring all pur-
chasing agents under the
chief executive’s office in
the wake of former Super-
visor Andrew Do’s bribery
conviction last year.

Supervisor Janet Ngu-
yen, who was elected after
Do’s resignation from the
board, alluded to her pred-
ecessor in supporting the
move as one that could
curb corruption and im-
prove efficiency.

“We know why we are
here today,” Nguyen said.
“As we move forward, we’re
identifying — from this
board and from the CEO’s
office — best practices to
prevent any future corrup-
tions or any future ma-
nipulation of a board
member or county staff.”

In October, Do pleaded
guilty to steering more
than $10 million in federal
pandemic relief funds for
personal gain through a
nonprofit connected to his
daughter. He admitted to
receiving more than
$550,000 in bribes from
money approved to pro-
vide pandemic meals to
the elderly.

Supervisors ordered an
external audit of select
public contracts in the
aftermath.

Putting the county’s 189
purchasing agents under
one umbrella instead of
them being spread out over
several departments is
seen as a means of tighten-
ing its grip over public con-
tracts, including monitor-
ing contract compliance —
all with improved effi-
ciency.

The board delegates the
authority to procure goods
and services to the county’s
procurement officer.

But a supplemental
agenda noted that County

Procurement Officer Maria
Argusa “lacks supervisorial
authority over staff which
creates operational chal-
lenges.”

The approved revamp
was overshadowed by con-
fusion about President
Donald Trump’s executive
order freezing federal
funds and how it could im-
pact the county.

But during the discus-
sion over the midyear
budget report, supervisors
still managed to signal sup-
port for reorganizing the
county’s procurement
process.

“That’s warranted,” said
Supervisor Vicente
Sarmiento. “That’s a good
step, given where we’ve
been.”

Centralizing purchasing
agents under the chief exe-
cutive’s office will take a
phased approach over 12
months starting on Feb. 7.

It comes after a Jan. 3
memo from interim chief
executive Michelle Aguirre
warned department heads
to freeze hiring and tighten
spending in anticipation of
a possible budget shortfall.

Supervisor Katrina Foley
had clarifying questions for

Aguirre about the restruc-
turing.

“We have different posi-
tions that have been in dif-
ferent departments that
are now going to be cen-
tralized,” she said. “I just
want to make sure we’re
not going to be eliminating
those positions. What hap-
pens to those individuals?”

Aguirre mentioned that
centralizing has been a
work in progress between
her and Argusa for the past
three years.

“It’ll be a phase-in ap-
proach where the positions
will move from the depart-
ment budget to the CEO’s
budget,” she added. “The
individual employees
themselves, they stay put.
They’ll stay at the depart-
ment that they are cur-
rently supporting.”

Aguirre also noted that
there would be “minimal”
to “no impact” for the cur-
rent roster of purchasing
agents.

Supervisors unani-
mously approved the ad-
justment.

O.C. Supervisors tighten
grip on public contracts
after bribery scandal

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

SUPERVISORS LOOK to improve monitoring of public
contracts after Andrew Do’s conviction on bribery charges.

BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

Two Orange County cit-
ies took additional mea-
sures to strengthen en-
forcement efforts against
street food vendors.

On Tuesday, the Buena
Park City Council voted to
give code enforcement offi-
cers the ability to impound
street food vending equip-
ment.

The vote came at the
same time that the Ana-
heim City Council ap-
proved two $250,000 con-
tracts for third-party con-
sultants that will, in a small
part, assist its code officers
with cracking down on
taco stands, fruit carts and
other vendors that set up
on sidewalks without re-
quired permits.

Buena Park originally
took limited measures in
2021 to ban street food
vending in areas around
Knott’s Berry Farm and the
city’s auto center, two years
after the California Safe
Sidewalk Vending Act be-
came state law.

But a pair of study ses-
sions last year claimed that

street food vendors contin-
ued to set up on sidewalks
throughout the city — and
that flies and maggots were
even found in the meat of
one street taco stand.

Former City Councilman
Jose Trinidad Castañeda
balked at the notion while
wanting to keep the 2021
laws in place.

“You’re not seeing mag-
gots on all the tacos from
every street vendor in the
city,” he said during the
Feb. 27 meeting. “Let’s be a
little bit real here.”

A majority of council
members, though, directed
city staff to explore grant-
ing code enforcement with
impounding authority,
which came back on Tues-
day for discussion.

Matt Foulkes, the city’s
community and economic
development director,
noted that one part-time
code officer is currently
tasked with street vending
enforcement.

Orange County Health
Care Agency officers, who
have impound authorities,
have teamed with Buena
Park for enforcement ef-

forts but have been limited
to one to three actions per
month, according to the
city.

A change in city law will
give code enforcement the
power to confiscate tents,
tables and grilling equip-
ment for 90 days, while
also dumping food.

The approach takes a
page out of Anaheim’s play-
book.

“What Anaheim was ex-
periencing was very similar
to us, but of course, on a
larger scale,” Foulkes said.

“This is a tool in our
toolbox,” he later added.
“But in cases where we
have repeated offenders …
this impoundment would
allow us to, ultimately, take
their equipment, which we
have found to be the most
effective method.”

City staff estimated that
up to as many as a dozen
street vendors operate in
Buena Park on any given
weekday. During Hallow-
een Haunt season at
Knott’s Berry Farm, that
number balloons up to 40.

Robert Gauthier | Los Angeles Times

A TACO STAND in Anaheim serves customers. Buena Park has followed Anaheim’s lead
on enforcement against street food vendors.

2 Orange County cities beef
up street food enforcement
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

See Street, page A10
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949.553.2422
PHILHARMONICSOCIETY.ORG
All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are
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PRESENTING AT

THU, JAN 18 AT 8PM
ANNE AKIKO MEYERS

FRI, JAN 19 AT 8PM
ISATA KANNEH-MASON

SAT, JAN 20 AT 5PM
ORANGE COUNTY YOUTH

SYMPHONY

PRESENTED BY THE PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY & LAGUNA BEACH LIVE!

LAGUNA BEACH, CA

F E B
10-16
2 0 2 5

23rd ANNUAL

FESTIVAL ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CAROLINE
SHAW

WITH
Gabriel Kahane
Sō Percussion

Salastina
Pacific Chorale

Jake Tribus
and more!

LAGUNA LIVE!PRESENTED BY

(949) 553-2422 | lagunabeachmusicfestival.com

Individual concert tickets start at $41
Purchase a 3-Day Festival Pass

for as little as $123

CONCERTS AT LAGUNA PLAYHOUSE

FEB
14

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Salastina
Pacific Chorale
Jake Tribus dancer, Laguna Dance Festival

The opening night concert features a
captivating performance by Pulitzer
Prize-winning composer Caroline Shaw,
joined by musical friends. Shaw will
showcase her genre-blending works,
from lush choral pieces to innovative
chamber music. Don’t miss this
stunning evening of music and artistry.

FRIDAY @ 8PM
OPENING NIGHT:
SHAW & FRIENDS

FEB
15

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Sō Percussion
Ringdown
Mark DeChiazza staging/design

The evening-length performance is a
band-generated theatrical experience!
The musicians gradually place lights and
reveal novel instruments as the show builds
from a lone spotlight on Shaw singing “I’ll
Fly Away” to the ecstatic full ensemble
performing thrilling up-tempo songs like
“Sing On” and “To the Sky,” as films by Sō
Percussion member Jason Treuting splash
across canvases throughout the stage. This
production melds DIY design with dazzling
original songs, to sensational effect.

SATURDAY @ 8PM
SHAW & SŌ PERCUSSION

FEB
16

Caroline Shaw Artistic Director
Gabriel Kahane singer-songwriter

After more than a decade of musical
friendship,composer-performers Caroline
Shaw and Gabriel Kahane come together
for their first large-scale collaboration, a
deeply immersive and thought-provoking
performance inspired by the literary genius
of Jorge Luis Borges.

SUNDAY @ 3PM
CAROLINE SHAW &
GABRIEL KAHANE

Inspired by the much-loved Grimms’ fairy tale and set
in the American Southwest, The Musicians of Bremen
Live! is a brand-newmusical play for the whole family
featuring live music, story, song, and lots of surprises.

Join us for FREE pre-show activities!
ASL performance on February 9 at 1 pm

World Premiere!
A Segerstrom Center for the Arts and
Cahoots NI Co-Production

The

Musicians of
Bremen Live!

Tickets
under $30

Fe
br
ua
ry
8–
9

BUYNOW

LEARNMORE

Presented with generous support from The Charles and Mildred Schnurmacher Foundation

scfta.org

Segerstrom Center Presents

At the Great Park Gallery
in Irvine, visitors have the
chance to walk on
eggshells.

The surface in question is
part of an installation from
Seattle-based artist Eriko
Kobayashi called “Sunny
Side Up.” Two sculptures
made of glass eggs, sunny
side up, float in front of an
orange and blue sky
painted on the wall. Below,
glass-blown “eggplants,”
green stems with white eggs
perched on top like a tulip
bulb, sprout from the
eggshell-covered ground.

The work is featured in
the gallery’s latest exhibit,
“More Than You Can
Chew.”

“It is deigned for the
audience to walk through
the eggshells,” said Adam
Sabolick, arts program
coordinator for the city of
Irvine. “It is a very specific
sensation.”

“More Than You Can
Chew,” on view through
April 20, showcases con-
temporary artworks that
use food as a way to exam-
ine culture and politics.
Co-curated by Sabolick
with Andrea Chavez, the
group exhibition features 17
artists from around the
world who use a multitude
of techniques to express
their viewpoints.

For Kobayashi’s medita-
tion on eggs, she worked
with a bakery to collect the
shells and cleaned them by
hand for the installation.

“For me, a sunny-side-up
egg is an icon that cele-
brates the morning,” Koba-
yashi’s artist statement
reads. “Each morning,
when I crack an egg and
drop it into a hot pan, a
unique shape emerges in
white with a sizzling sound.
Every day, the egg white
appears to repeat itself, yet
it never takes the same
shape. To me, it seems like
a cloud, the shape of the
clouds in the sky is never
the same.”

The delicate shells crum-
ble beneath the feet of

gallery visitors with a satis-
fying crunch. The details of
the work, like a glass raw
egg sliding through the
shells, are a testimony to
Kobayashi’s ability as an
artist.

“There is this lightheart-
edness to the work but also
the skill set of producing
glass work like this is some-
body who is clearly well
experienced,” said Sabolick.

Other exhibiting artists
include Paola de la Calle,
Edward Givis, Jody Joyner,
Amy S. Kauffman, Alicja
Kozlowska, Thomas Linder,
Dustin Metz, Baby Mueller,
Andrew Orloski, Kristopher
Raos, Colin Roberts, Luke
Rogers, Kim Rugg, Henrik
Munk Soerensen, Michael
The Khoi Tran and Sarah
Anne Ward, each using
different media and proc-
esses.

“With this exhibition,
there are a lot of different
forms of painting repre-
sented and forms of sculp-
ture represented,” said
Sabolick.

Colin Roberts, a Los
Angeles-based artist, com-
missioned a sculpture spe-

cifically for the show, “Big
Banana,” a large-scale
realistic sculpture of the
ripe fruit, complete with
spotting.

“It is kind of a reflection
on the process of aging and
the psychology of going
through life experiencing
things that kind of leave a
mark on you,” said Sabol-
ick.

Nearby, sculptures of a
smaller scale from Alicja
Kozlowska include a can of
Heinz baked beans, bottles
of Coca-Cola and a can of
sardines that look familiar.
But upon closer examina-
tion, it becomes clear the
unassuming objects are soft
sculptures fashioned from
art quilt, a creative textile,
and finished with embroi-
dery to appear realistic. A
cluster of figs made of deep
purple patterned fabrics
and adorned with glass
beads and Lego pieces for
the seeds, stems and flesh,
sparkle like freshly cut fruit.

The skills of the culinary
and fine arts worlds collide
in the work of Henrik Munk
Soerensen, whose pieces
are carved from wood using

only hand tools.
“What is also important

to note about Henrik’s work
is he studied gastronomy,
so he is a chef in his own
right and has this insane
understanding of food
through a culture lens, and
a chemical lens and dietary
lens,” said Sabolick.

After studying food,
Soerensen earned his mas-
ter of fine arts, and Sabolick
said it is easy see the artist’s
eclectic background pre-
sent in the work.

A block of wood is
chipped away at, peeled
almost, to reveal a ceramic
dish filled with the messy
remnants of a lasagna din-
ner. The peaks and valleys
of the leftovers reveal strati-
fication not unlike a raised-
relief map. The detailed
painting on the wood emu-
lates the look of a ceramic
baking dish complete with
a poppy design underneath
the slick of red-orange
grease.

“He uses the oil paint in
so many different ways. The
flowers that are a decorative
part of the dish are oil
painted, and all of the parts

that represent the juices of
the dish are also oil
painted,” said Sabolick.

Paintings from Orange
County-based artist Edward
Givis focus on the beauty of
everyday objects and fleet-
ing moments so often over-
looked: a perfect slice of
cherry pie, for instance.

“He calls his work ‘the
most beautifully generic
moment,’” said Sabolick.
“You can take something as
simple as a slice of pie or
strawberry cake and elevate
it through the process of
how it is painted and the
attention to detail you put
into the colors describing a
shadow.”

The paintings are com-
forting in their familiarity,
and up close the deep
precision used to blend
together the colors that
make up a graham cracker
crust deserve the viewer’s
admiration.

Despite the rain on open-
ing day, Jan. 26, nearly 300
visitors showed up for the

exhibition, a testament
Sabolick said, to local inter-
est in food as well as a
connection to art.

“Everybody has different
taste and everybody wants
something different out of
art, and I like being able to
tell a story through a range
of approaches,” he said.

In conjunction with the
exhibition, the Great Park is
hosting art activities, in-
cluding DIY button-making
on Feb. 1 and an Origami
for Breakfast event on April
19, in which visitors can
learn to fold a paper break-
fast. Live Jazz is scheduled
for the Palm Court on Feb.
14, March 15 and April 19.

The Great Park Gallery is
located at 8000 Great Park
Blvd. in Irvine, and admis-
sion is free. For more details
on art activities and hours
of operation, visit cityof
irvine.org.

Contemporary art served sunny side up in Irvine

Courtesy of the Great Park Gallery

CRUSHED EGGSHELLS feature in Eriko Kobayashi’s “Sunny Side Up” installation.

Courtesy of the Great Park Gallery

“FIGS?” BY Alicja Kozlowska, made from art quilt and
finished with embroidery and glass beads.

Courtesy
of Edward
Givis

“PIE
SLICE,” oil
stick on
linen, 2024,
by Edward
Givis.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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I t was heartening to
read about the success
that the Reserve Watch

program is achieving (Re-
serve Watch volunteers
provide education at Bolsa
Chica Ecological Reserve,
Daily Pilot, Jan. 25).

For more than 30 years
the differences between the
Amigos de Bolsa Chica,
Bolsa Chica Conservancy
and the Bolsa Chica Land
Trust have been high-
lighted instead of the many
contributions each group
has made to sustaining the
wetlands and educating the
public. Hopefully this new
template can focus our city
council on initiating similar
endeavors. Local, face-to-
face efforts build commu-
nity.

Thank you, Reserve
Watch.

Jerry Donohue
Huntington Beach

H.B. studies
library initiatives

Regarding the Daily Pilot
article by Matt Szabo,
“Huntington Beach City
Council orders studies on
library initiatives,” Jan. 23:
Residents better get ready
for the delays, lies, and
intimidation by the City
Council members to paint
the picture that this effort
was run by a bunch of
deviants.

I am actually involved in
the campaign, run by
grassroots folks made up of
homeowners, renters,
working people and a lot of
retirees.

What this team of volun-
teers have in common is
that we care deeply about
keeping the library opera-
tions public, having trained
public employee librarians

manage the operations that
safeguards the collection
against censorship and
reflect the needs of the
community. The current
management of the library
allows parents to parent,
and the community to
express their recommenda-
tions for additions or de-
letions to the collection.

As I write this afternoon,
Jan. 24, residents received
an “Urgent Notification”
from surfcity-hb.org with
questions regarding the
two library petitions. A few
concerning issues about
this email are:

1. There is no attribution
as to who authored these
questions.

2. There will be no verifi-
cation that a person who
replies actually signed the
petitions.

3. There is no way to
verify that their signature
was accepted as far as the
certified signatures.

Is it possible that a vol-
unteer signature gatherer
misspoke, of course. Was it
intentional? No. Was it
condoned by the commit-
tee? No. Was it systemic to
the campaign? No.

Volunteers collected
about 17,000 signatures on
both petitions from May to
November 2024. Signers
had every opportunity to
read the petitions including
a summary statement, go
home and read them and

come back to the many
sites offered throughout the
city to sign them. If they
signed a petition inadvert-
ently, the campaign in-
structed them on how to
rescind their signature by
contacting the H.B. City
Clerk’s offices to withdraw
their signatures.

Efforts of government
overreach by this council
into the lives of people who
use the library is not some-
thing Huntington Beach
citizens value.

Pat Goodman
Huntington Beach

The day the article about
the library petitions was
published, a city email was
sent questioning residents
about the information they
were given when signing
the petitions. It seems to
me our Council is doing
everything in its power to
question the legality of the
petitions and cast doubt on
them.

Banning books? Our
council says restricting
book access and having a
review committee is not
banning books. However, if
the politically appointed
book review committee is
formed, they will have the
ability to refuse to order
books requested by the
librarians or from being
reordered if damaged or
lost, should the committee
personally not like the

books. They would be
banning these books from
being in the library. It
would not be a parent’s
choice. It would be the
politically appointed com-
mittee’s choice.

Privatization? Council-
man Casey McKeon stated
the point was moot as
Library Systems & Services
pulled its bid. If that is the
case, why not accept the
petition as written? All this
petition does is require
resident approval before
outsourcing library man-
agement can happen. Un-
less council is hoping the
petition fails and then there
will be nothing to stop
LS&S from signing a con-
tract with them.

With the city email ques-
tioning the petitions, it is
clear the council will not be
accepting them as written.
In 2023, charges were made
by our former mayor that
the library children’s de-
partment was filled with
pornographic and obscene
books. Librarians were
ordered to move scores of
children’s books to the
“restricted book section.”
As of December 2024, only
seven titles remain. They
deal with puberty and sex
education. One had been
in the children’s library for
30 years before it was
moved. The other books
have all been put back in
their rightful sections.

All this fuss. All this
drama. All because of seven
books our council doesn’t
like.

Barbara Richardson
Huntington Beach

The recent actions of our
City Council show a blatant
disregard for the voices of

MAILBAG

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

RESERVEWATCH teammember Martin Hardlund watches a group of white pelicans at the Bolsa Chica Ecological Reserve.

Reserve Watch at wetlands is
an encouraging development

See Mailbag, page A9
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T here’s a
llama in my
laundry

room. And why
not?

Nine months into
my first grandparent
gig, I’m still in that phase
when I’m constantly
amazed by the awe-
someness of the whole
deal, which apparently
includes stuffed animals
turning up in unexpected
places. A giant plush
llama standing sentry

atop the washing machine
should be no surprise.

As a recently initiated
member of one of the
largest clubs on Earth, I
am still learning and
figuring out how I fit in
amid the toys, sleeping
and eating regimen, and
abundant playtime. So far
I can state this much with
absolute certainty: Being a
grandparent is every bit as
rewarding and life-altering
as I was led to believe.

My aging back hurts
from all the lifting, bounc-
ing and crawling on all
fours, but I don’t mind. I
wouldn’t relinquish my
membership card for the

world. As I gaze at
my granddaughter
asleep in my arms
or watch her sweet
face light up in

smiles my heart fills
to bursting with pure,

perfect love.
Yet I am also keenly

aware that the very notion
of grandparenthood —
how we should or should
not contribute to our
grandchildren’s upbring-
ing, and who even quali-
fies as a grandparent — is
evolving. The stereotype
of gray-haired old folks
sitting on a porch swing
dispensing bromides is
outdated and possibly
never resembled reality
anyway.

Either way, we are not
our grandparents’ grand-
parents.

For one, today’s grand-
parents tend to consider
themselves more youthful.
Not younger, mind you,
because the average age
of first-time grandparents
has grown steadily older,
but more active. All those
Pilates classes and gym
workouts are not for noth-
ing.

Modern grand-folks
also resist fitting into a
particular mold. As atti-
tudes about what consti-
tutes a family evolve and
society becomes more
open to varying lifestyles,
ideas about what a grand-
parent should look or act
like are changing too.
Grandma or Grandpa
might be single or gay,
multiracial or multicultur-
al. Modern life is complex;
the expanding vision of
today’s grandparent re-
flects that.

While I negotiate my

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Grandparenting
isn’t like it
used to be

See Apodaca, page A9

As attitudes
about what
constitutes a
family evolve
... ideas about
what a
grandparent
should look
or act like are
changing too.
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Local actors Samantha
Green and Justyn Franco
Gonzalez are co-starring in
Maverick Theater’s upcom-
ing stage production of the
Academy Award-winning
1998 romantic-comedy
“Shakespeare in Love.”

Gonzalez plays a young
William Shakespeare and
Green plays Viola De
Lesseps — the young Bard’s
love interest.

Gonzalez and Green,
who have been a couple for
seven years this March, first
met in an acting class while
attending Fullerton Col-
lege. Though it wasn’t their
plan to star in a romantic
comedy opposite each
other during the Valentine’s
season, they’re happy with
the result.

“These characters, Viola
and Will, fall in love and
have this whirlwind ro-
mance in the length of time
it takes to rehearse a show
and put it up onstage,”
Gonzalez said. “So for us to
have that deep intimacy
with each other going into
this, I feel that we’re ahead
of the game. We don’t need
to spend the time to create
natural intimacy onstage
because it is natural. As far
as falling in love goes, every
year I fall in love with
Samantha again, so Will’s
love for Viola is as deep as
my love for Sam.”

Maverick Theater found-
er/co-owner and director
Brian Newell said he first
saw the stage adaptation of
“Shakespeare in Love”
while on a family vacation
in London in 2015. He
knew he wanted to pro-
duce it on his stage, but it
took some time for all the
pieces to come together.
This is the Fullerton thea-
ter’s first time presenting
the production. It opens
Feb. 7 and runs through

March 16.
“It’s been a long time

coming, 10 years … so it’s
overdue for the Maverick
stage,” Newell said.

The production will take
place in the black box thea-
ter of the two housed in-
side the Maverick because
of its capacity to accommo-
date a two-story set for the
balcony scene in “Romeo
and Juliet,” the play per-
formed within the play.

The story line isn’t with-
out its comedic twists and
mischief. In fact, Viola

pretends to be a male actor,
Thomas Kent, in order to
perform in Shakespeare’s
play.

“I don’t consider Thomas
Kent to be a character.
Thomas Kent is a name
and a mustache,” Green
said. “Viola longs to be an
actor but lives in a time
when only men were af-
forded the opportunity.
Most of the time when
Viola is in disguise she is
performing as Romeo. So
the way I see it, the two
characters I play in this

show are Viola, and then
Romeo in the play within
the play. Except when I am
playing Viola performing in
‘Romeo and Juliet,’ I am
always only Viola, just with
a mustache. I actually play
another character but I
won’t tell you which. You
have to watch and find
out.”

Gonzalez said his inspi-
ration for performing
Shakespeare, played by
Joseph Fiennes in the film,
comes from connecting
with the playwright as an

artist.
“Shakespeare is this

larger-than-life figure, and
his work is still being per-
formed today because of its
profundity,” Gonzalez said.
“He was able to create
stories that captured the
human condition — our
desire for love, revenge,
servitude, vengeance,
power and our political and
social ambitions — which
are still very relevant today.
All that being said, he was a
man. He was a writer trying
to achieve some worthy

pages so that he might live
well and continue his life in
the theater. That is what
inspires me. He was an
artist trying to make a
living and make art that
fulfilled his creative desires.
From that place, he is
much more accessible and
easier to connect to.”

Green, who considers
“Shakespeare in Love” one
of her favorite films, said
she loves “anytime we
speak Shakespeare’s

‘Love’ staged in time for Valentine’s Day

Brian Newell
TRISTAN LUND, from left, as Peter, Samantha Green as Viola (masquerading as Thomas Kent), Samuel Hanke as Nol and Justyn Gonzalez as Will
Shakespeare in “Shakespeare in Love” at the Maverick Theater in Fullerton.

Real-life couple play
leads in adaptation
of ‘Shakespeare in
Love’ at Maverick
Theater in Fullerton.
BY JESSICA PERALTA

See Love, page A9
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The Leatherby Center for
Entrepreneurship and Busi-
ness Ethics, located near
the southwest corner of
Chapman University’s cam-
pus, looks like an old red
warehouse.

That’s exactly what it is,
explained Leatherby Center
director Cynthia West, but
orange is another very rele-
vant color in the 7,000-
square-foot space.

This makes sense once
one learns that Charles
Chapman, the school’s
namesake and the first
mayor of the city of Fuller-
ton, was an innovator in the
citrus industry in the early
1900s.

“He was a citrus entre-
preneur,” said West, fully
aware that the university
also resides in the city of
Orange. “This is all a citrus
packing district. We’ve got a
lot of orange themes here.”

Chapman would appre-
ciate the entrepreneurial
spirit that appears to be
bubbling over at the
Leatherby Center. It was full
of students and community
members even on Wednes-
day, days before the spring
semester starts.

“This is an awesome
place for us entrepreneurs
from Orange County,” said
Irvine resident Oscar Gar-
cia, who created an app
called Need 2 Say designed
to remove language barriers
in the construction indus-
try. “We’ve been coming
here for more than a month
now. They give us this office
space that we badly need
that we need to grow and
scale our business. Also,
they have a lot of events, a
lot of support.”

The center, part of Chap-
man’s Argyros College of
Business and Economics,
got some exciting news re-
cently as it was renewed for
a second round of funding
from the California Office
of the Small Business Advo-
cate.

The $1-million grant will

be awarded over four years
through the Accelerate Cal-
ifornia: Inclusive Innova-
tion Hubs program. The
goal is to enable the center
to continue to support
entrepreneurship as a path
for economic empower-
ment in underserved com-
munities.

As the only Inclusive In-
novation Hub in Orange
County, the Leatherby Cen-
ter also received an addi-
tional $500,000 innovation
grant to be used as seed
money for its startup cli-
ents.

“Anybody who’s a client
can vie for these dollars,
anywhere from $25,000 to
$100,000,” West said. “May-
be you come from a poorer
background and you don’t
have friends and family
who can lend you $10,000.
These funds are designed to
help you get to that next
level.”

Jen Chiou, an Irvine resi-
dent, said she will be apply-
ing for a part of the grant.

She is also part of a wom-
en’s entrepreneur group
that meets regularly at the
Leatherby Center.

As a woman and an Asian
American, Chiou faces both
gender and race biases, said
West, whose background
was in technology startups
before joining the
Leatherby Center in 2023.
Women only get 3% of all
venture capital dollars,
West said, and people of
color receive less than 2%.

“It’s a problem that
everybody knows about in
this little space of entrepre-
neurship, and it’s some-
thing that this grant is de-
signed to help fix,” West
said.

Chiou, who co-founded
an online role-playing
game for elementary- and
middle-school students
called Quest Craft with her
10-year-old son, completed
a hyper-accelerated version
of the Leatherby Center’s
startup incubator program
last summer.

“We just started launch-
ing into schools,” Chiou
said. “Companies who have
been through the program
are really excited to put our
name in the hat [for grant
dollars] and try to get that
additional support.”

Kevin Meredith is co-
founder of Orange-based
4th Sector Innovations,
which is contracted
through Chapman to run
the incubator program as
well as the accelerator pro-
gram, for entrepreneurs a
bit further along in the
journey of their business.

Meredith said that partic-
ipants in the programs
don’t have to pay out of
pocket. Additionally, the
CalOSBA funding is non-di-
lutive, meaning that it won’t
cost the entrepreneurs any
ownership or equity in the
company.

“We’re talking about
early-stage ventures that
don’t become unicorns, sta-
tistically, certainly in a short
period of time,” Meredith

said. “So why would we
want to impair the startups
by doing that? Let’s give the
founders as many as op-
tions as possible to grow,
instead of handicapping
them.”

Payal and Kajal Vitha, sis-
ters who co-founded the
Sonu Company jewelry
business, were at Chapman
while they took the accel-
erator program on Fridays
last year.

Payal, 30, is a Chapman
alumna who majored in
business and minored in
entrepreneurship. She has
found success in the indus-
try with her younger sister
Kajal, 27. Third-generation
jewelers, they operate their
engagement ring business
out of the corner of their
parents’ shop in Artesia.

They made the engage-
ment ring for Season 3 of
the Netflix show “Indian
Matching.” The Vitha sis-
ters are Indian Americans.

“We got connected with
Kevin and we were able to
get a feel for what it could
offer us,” said Payal Vitha,
who lives in Orange. “We
were already in business, so
it was ‘How do we grow,
how do we scale, how do
we pitch? How do we go
and ask for money?’ be-
cause that was something
that we were not familiar
with at all. If you’ve never
had to raise money before,
that entire process is very
intimidating.

“It was great to have peo-
ple to bounce those ideas
off, or folks to vent to. Hav-
ing that community of

other women founders has
been really helpful.”

The sisters recently
branched out into fine jew-
elry more broadly and are
now considering getting
their own space.

West said Chapman cur-
rently has nearly 700 stu-
dents who are minoring in
entrepreneurship, and the
program offers about 100
mentors. A Chapman
Entrepreneurship Organi-
zation club, started by two
students in September
2023, is up to about 130
members.

West said with a smile
that the building is the
coolest space on Chap-
man’s campus, in her hum-
ble opinion.

“This was kind of a start-
up when I got here, just be-
cause the pandemic had
taken the wind out of the
sails of a lot of things,” she
said. “We’re getting some
life back into the place.”

The Leatherby Center for
Entrepreneurship and Busi-
ness Ethics is currently ac-
cepting rolling applications
for the innovation grant
seed funding, with the first
round scheduled for March
30 and the second round of
funding on June 30. Quali-
fied startups that have par-
ticipated in a Leatherby
Center program are eligible
to apply.

For eligibility details and
an application form, write
to entrepreneurs@chapman
.edu.

Chapman lifts next generation of entrepreneurs

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ENTREPRENEURS KAJAL and Payal Vitha, from left, stand in the Leatherby Center for
Entrepreneurship and Business Ethics.

CHAPMAN
STUDENTS
Jordan
Allain,
Landon
Gregg and
Sean Von
Kaenel, from
left, work
during a
meeting
at the
Leatherby
Center.

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc.

Serving Newport Beach, Costa Mesa for 55 years.
SPECIALIZING IN:

• New Patios & Entries
• Drainage Expert: New or Repair
• Masonry & Concrete Repair.
• Grind High-spots caused by tree roots, etc.
• Remove & Replace sections of concrete,
brick or stone.

714-796-9144
State License# 827800 www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you’re
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has

what you need!
CLASSIFIED
(714) 966-4600

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

DATA PROCESSING
Data Scientist

Data Scientist (Irvine, CA)
needed to analyze data,
maintain databases, and
create tools to support
decision-making and
improve program out-
comes. Must use Python
and SQL, identify trends,
develop strategies, cre-
ate visualizations, and
evaluate performance.

Requirements: Bachelor’s
degree in Data Science,

Mathematics, or a
related field; Knowledge
of data analysis, statisti-
cal modeling, machine
learning, and data
visualization; Profi-

ciency in Python, R, and
mathematical modeling;
Strong logical reasoning
and problem-solving

skills.
Salary: $69,160/year.

To apply: Send resume to
HR, Coding Minds, Inc. at
920 Roosevelt, Ste 200,

Irvine, CA 92620.
Must refer to code

#YZCA2024.

Employment

FIND
an apartment
through classified

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Huntington Beach resi-
dents. Our group worked
tirelessly to gather signa-
tures for two library peti-
tions: (a) Stop the out-
sourcing of the library to a
private company; (b) Re-
peal a Book Banning Com-
mittee which allows par-
ents to decide what books
their kids can read. The
council resorted to baseless
accusations of misleading
citizens — entirely false
claims that are meant to
discredit our community’s
efforts. The council’s inac-
tion is not only a blatant
insult to the efforts of the
people but also a direct
attack on the democratic
process. By denying us our
1st Amendment right to
petition the government for
a redress of grievances, this
council undermines these
principles. Adding to the
disgrace, a council member
admitted to altering her
appearance to deceive
signature gatherers and
“test” their knowledge. This

unethical behavior sets a
troubling precedent for
public officials, who should
embody integrity and fair-
ness. Huntington Beach
deserves leadership that
listens to its residents —
not one that relies on de-
ception and obstruction.

Monroe Bunge
Huntington Beach

During the Jan. 21 H.B.
City Council meeting,
when the library petitions
came up for discussion,
several council members
complained about the
process before begrudg-
ingly voting unanimously
that the city clerk could
certify the signature count.

New council member
Butch Twining claimed
heartburn because resi-
dents who don’t agree with
what the council is doing
had the nerve to circulate
petitions against their
actions. He wondered why
it is allowed and if they be
doing it every time some-
body doesn’t like some-
thing: for example, if the
city wants to outsource tree
trimming.

Councilman Casey McK-
eon reiterated his con-
tention that outsourcing
was only exploring ways to
save money.

Former Mayor Gracey
Van Der Mark launched
into her now-familiar rant
that librarians are no more
qualified than parents to
decide what children’s
books are in the library and
accused the signature-
gatherers of lying so people
didn’t know what they were
signing. She claimed she’d
disguised herself by wear-
ing a baseball cap and was
told one thing, then when
she revealed her identity
she was told something
different.

Anyone gathering signa-
tures for those petitions
would know what Van Der
Mark looks and sounds
like, with or without a
baseball cap, since she’s
been all over the news as
the face of Huntington
Beach for the past year.

Now some residents and
even nonresidents have
received an emailed survey
(“Library petition propo-
nents cry foul after Hunt-

ington Beach sends out
survey,” Daily Pilot, Jan. 28)
asking them to email the
city if they feel they were
misled into signing the
petitions. The three ques-
tions seem designed to sow
doubt and insinuate nefari-
ous activity. The library
review board petition had
over 17,000 signatures, with
only 13,247 valid signatures
required. Surely, thousands
of people weren’t duped,
and they could have read
the actual petition wording
if they had doubt. The
implied accusation is ridic-
ulous and insulting.

Sure sounds like disinfor-
mation and election inter-
ference to me.

Michele Burgess
Huntington Beach

NMUSD election
shows promise

The end of this year has
been exciting. Beyond the
contested presidential
election, local Newport-
Mesa Unified School Dis-
trict elections held signifi-
cance for a number of

reasons.
Ultimately, the incum-

bents were the best candi-
dates and deserved to win.
They had the most experi-
ence in educational admin-
istration, led the school
board through the pan-
demic, and championed
the most sensible, time-
tested policies.

Still, the close margins
show there can be room to
accommodate the plat-
forms of the contenders. As
the classical quote goes,
“When the war’s over, make
alliances.”

Politically, there is room
at PTA meetings to accom-
modate different voices.
The system of adminis-
trators-teachers-parents
works well. Why try to
undermine something
functional with manufac-
tured political drama?

Economically, there is
encouragement for new
people to come in and
make a difference. Speak-
ing to the very capable Eric
Paulsen, the CDM Best
Foundation has a division
to raise funding for new
and existing programs and

a different division for
alumni engagement. Paren-
tal rights candidates could
volunteer, help fundraise
and use their expertise for
the betterment of the com-
munity.

Socially, participating
more could make our com-
munity stronger. Beyond
funding, community en-
gagement and direction set
Newport-Mesa apart. Legal
expertise would be very
valuable for rezoning nec-
essary to relieve a growing
stubborn homeless prob-
lem.

Through their best work,
those elected can make
their community the best
version of themselves. We
can all get involved and
build a track record for the
next election.

Joseph Klunder
Newport Beach
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new role and how best to
contribute to my grand-
daughter’s upbringing, I’ve
been reading a lot about
how to be an effective
grandparent. I’ve found that
a few key themes stand out.

The first I summarize
thusly: Don’t be so darn
judgy.

Young parents might not
do everything the way we
oldies did, but that’s OK.
More than OK, since there
is now far more knowledge
about child safety and
development, and there are
reams of additional re-
search demonstrating the
value of certain parenting
techniques and philoso-
phies.

That doesn’t stop the
algorithms that keep send-
ing me videos and memes
of exasperated grand-
parents who don’t under-
stand and even mock
young parents.

I must admit I had a
laugh at one grandmother
who just didn’t get her
daughter’s “gentle parent-
ing” style. Regardless, I
firmly believe that we
should trust our kids’ child-
rearing decisions, and ad-
mit that when we were in a
similar position we were
kind of making it up as we
went along anyway.

That’s why I’m doing my
best to show my son and
daughter-in-law the respect
they deserve, and not be-
have as if I know every-
thing, because I most cer-
tainly do not. When I help

out, I try not to make as-
sumptions and instead ask
questions of the “How do
you want me to do this?”
and “What’s the best way to
do that?” variety.

And the happy truth that
has been revealed to me is
that they are brilliant par-
ents —endlessly loving,
patient and thoughtful,
consulting expert input
when appropriate while
also adhering to their own
sound principles and com-
mon sense. Watching my
baby boy as a father is a joy
to behold, and I feel ridicu-
lously lucky that I get to
ride along during this re-
markable phase of his life.

Here’s the other general
category of advice that I
have taken to heart: Don’t
make it a competition.

We humans are competi-
tive by nature. But when it
comes to raising children,
that instinct can turn toxic.

We’ve all seen it. Grand-

parents who see other
relatives as rivals, some-
times to the point of not-
so-subtly denigrating them,
or attempting to win the
affection contest by lavish-
ing the grandkids with gifts
and favors. There’s plenty of
love to go around.

Or those who chatter
incessantly about the ac-
complishments of their
talented-beyond-measure
grandchildren. There’s
nothing wrong with being
proud grandparents, but we
should be wary of crossing
a line into thinking our
grandchildren are excep-
tional creatures destined
only for greatness.

My son sometimes kids
me when I lavish my grand-
daughter with praise, telling
me to keep a lid on expec-
tations. I chuckle, but I also
know that he’s right. I
shouldn’t burden her with
my unfulfilled hopes and
dreams.

My granddaughter will be
her own person, with her
own goals to pursue, and
that’s a beautiful thing. It
doesn’t mean she won’t
stumble at times, or that
the world won’t sometimes
be harsh. That’s another
trap I hope to avoid —
believing that if I just love
her hard enough she’ll sail
through life unimpeded.

It’s all about balance and
perspective, I suppose.
Right now, it’s pretty simple
— high chairs and sleepy
time, and watching her
crawl further and faster.
Soon she’ll walk, and her
adorable babbling will
become fully formed sen-
tences. Then she’ll be off
and running.

I plan to be around to see
where she goes. Me and a
big stuffed llama.
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PATRICE APODACA is a
former L.A. Times staff writer.
She lives in Newport Beach.

meeting with Chapman’s
DEI’s office on Jan. 22
when they were informed
that the award had al-
ready been rescinded.

“Chapman’s leadership
did the right thing in disa-
vowing and rescinding
this award, but it is outra-
geous that this happened
in the first place,” said
Matthew Friedman, the
ADL’s regional director in
Orange County and Long
Beach, in a statement
posted to X, formerly
known as Twitter.

The controversy served
as somewhat of a refer-
endum on King’s legacy,
with Struppa seeing the
student group’s campus
activism as “incompati-
ble” with it. The ADL ech-
oed Struppa’s sentiment
in support.

But for Moos, a Jewish
and Black student, the
criticism did not register
with the civil rights leader
who preached and prac-
ticed civil disobedience.

“When Struppa tries to
speak on Martin Luther
King’s legacy, he’s coming

definitely was some disap-
pointment and anger,”
Myth Moos, co-president
of Chapman’s Students for
Justice in Palestine, told
TimesOC. “It was a gross
overreach of power as a
president and goes
against his role of creating
a safe space for students.”

Coming after a wave of
pro-Palestinian student
activism gripped college
campuses across the na-
tion — sometimes taking
the form of encampments
— the row shows that rifts
in the wake of the Israel-
Gaza war still run raw as a
fragile ceasefire holds.

The MLK awards event,
which was hosted by
Chapman’s Office of Di-
versity, Equity and Inclu-
sion, honored faculty, staff
and student organizations
“making strides in the
area of diversity, social
justice and community
empowerment.”

After a nomination and
review process, Students
for Justice in Palestine
shared the campus group
award with the South
Asian Student Assn.

But following Struppa’s
public criticism, Students
for Justice in Palestine was
stripped of the honor.

Both the president’s
email and the award’s rev-
ocation found favor with
the Anti-Defamation
League.

As soon as the group’s
local chapter found out
about the award, it
reached out privately to
Chapman’s leadership to
weigh in.

The ADL scheduled a

from a perspective that
doesn’t truly understand
the nuances,” Moos said.
“King was seen as radical
in his time.”

A statement released by
Students for Justice in Pal-
estine aligned the Chap-
man encampment with
the spirit of “Resurrection
City,” a D.C. tent encamp-
ment that was cleared out
a day after its permit ex-
pired during the Poor Peo-
ple’s Campaign in 1968
that King organized before
his assassination.

Siding with the pro-Pal-
estinian student group,
the Council on American-
Islamic Relations took is-
sue with Struppa’s public
criticisms, including his
“misplaced and un-
founded” contention
about King’s legacy.

“By condemning the
award presented to SJP
Chapman, President
Struppa not only under-
mines the rights of stu-
dents to express their
views but further pro-
motes the nationwide pat-
tern of hostility against

them for their advocacy in
support of Palestinian hu-
man rights,” said Amr
Shabaik, CAIR-LA’s legal
director, in a press state-
ment.

In May, CAIR-LA called
on Chapman’s leadership
to protect pro-Palestinian
student activists and in-
vestigate an incident in-
volving man reportedly
brandished a knife at
them on campus.

That same month, Stu-
dents for Justice in Pal-
estine reached an agree-
ment with administrators
to voluntarily dismantle a
two-week old Gaza soli-
darity encampment,
which avoided a con-
frontation with police that
ended a similar encamp-
ment at UC Irvine with
scores of arrests.

As part of the agree-
ment, no student activists
faced disciplinary action.

Students for Justice in
Palestine also pushed for
the university to divest
from companies they out-
lined as profiting from hu-
man rights abuses related
to the ongoing Israeli-Pal-
estinian conflict.

But in September, the
Chapman University
Board of Trustees rejected
the student group’s divest-
ment proposal.

“Divestment is always
going to be a focus,” Moos
said of Students for Justice
in Palestine’s work going
forward. “With the cease-
fire, we can also now focus
on rebuilding [Gaza]. We’ll
have to do fundraisers …
to get money down there.”

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

A BRONZE BUST of Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. at
Chapman University.

Continued from page A1
AWARD

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

words.”
“There is a reason his

plays have stood the test of
time and it’s because his
poetry is utterly enchanting
— hysterical, heart-
wrenching and honest,”
Green said.

Newell said the produc-
tion is large — with 21
actors, an elaborate set,
numerous Elizabethan
costumes and many actors
performing multiple roles.

“We have racks and racks
of costumes for the show,”
he said.

Green has particularly
tricky costume transitions
because she’ll be playing a
man for the rehearsal
scenes and a woman for
party scenes. Plus, she has

to manage a mustache.
“There’s probably six or

seven quick costume
changes she has to do,”
Newell said. “With a mas-
sive set and elaborate pe-
riod costumes, we have to
figure out how to get the
performers in and out of
them in a timely manner.”

With all the moving
pieces, Newell said the fact
that the couple ended up
as the romantic leads has
made the intimacy scenes
much easier to direct.

“The callbacks were
pretty tedious. I went back
and forth with a lot of
different actors. … It was
just a coincidence that they
also happen to be dating,”
Newell said. “They have
great chemistry onstage.”

Brian Newell

SAMANTHA GREEN plays Viola de Lesseps and Justyn
Gonzalez is Will Shakespeare in the Maverick Theater
production of “Shakespeare in Love” in Fullerton.

Continued from page A7
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Jessica Peralta is a
contributor to TimesOC.
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neering contract are the
same.

“Neither is being hired
just for street vending,”
Mike Lyster, a city spokes-
man, added. “We’ve actu-
ally had tremendous suc-
cess with street vending en-
forcement on our own. We
still have issues at the sta-
dium, at Honda Center and
along Harbor Boulevard.
These contracts will give us
more flexibility.”

Former Anaheim Mayor
Curt Pringle lobbied city of-
ficials in December 2023 on
Willdan’s behalf, according
to Anaheim’s lobbyist regis-
try.

“I would like to see some-
what of a pathway for these
people to conduct business
legally,” Councilman Carlos
Franco said. “In addition, if
there was no demand for it,
then they wouldn’t be here.”

Council members ap-
proved the changes to the
law in a 4-1 vote, with
Franco being the lone vote
against it. A second, unani-
mous vote set the impound
fees at $265.

Under the amended law,
code enforcement can di-
rectly impound equipment
if a street vendor appears to
have abandoned it or if it
poses an imminent safety

or environmental hazard.
In most cases, a code officer
will approach vendors and
allow them to pack up their
equipment within 30 min-
utes or risk impoundment.

Code officers will begin
notifying street food ven-
dors of the changes 30 days
before they take effect.

Councilman Connor
Traut voted in favor of the
beefed up measures.

“We’ve kind of hit our
limits,” he said. “We need
this extra stick. It’s a neces-
sary step and I think we
should still work towards
encouraging legal street
vending and amending
rules, because the demand
is there for folks in our
community.”

It’s a strategy that Ana-

heim added to on Tuesday
when it contracted with
two private companies for
supplemental staff to help
with an array of code en-
forcement tasks.

Before Anaheim, 4Leaf
Inc. gained a $600,000 con-
tract with Fontana to assist
code officers with street
vendor crackdowns.

Where it concerns street
food vending, 4Leaf’s con-
tract in Anaheim allows it to
provide up to 15 staffers for
enforcement efforts at large
sporting events at Angel
Stadium, Honda Center
and the Anaheim Resort
around Disneyland.

More staffers could be
made available if multiple
events occur on the same
day.

The hiring of support
staff comes after Angels
Baseball President John
Carpino railed against hot
dog vendors setting up out-
side of Angel Stadium last
season.

Carpino sounded the
alarm about a guest getting
“severely sick or even dying
due to food poisoning” in
an April email to city offi-
cials.

By June, Anaheim solic-
ited bids for code enforce-
ment support staff.

As an independent con-
tractor, 4Leaf workers will
have the same ability to
“seize, transport and book”
vendor equipment as city
code officers.

The terms and services
offered by the Willdan Engi-
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cense in Newport Beach
on at least two occa-
sions. He was told both
attempts were denied
because the city already
has enough surf instruc-
tors, Murchison said.
However, the still unli-
censed teacher said he is
constantly finding new
clients, suggesting that
there is a demand for
more surf instructors.

About 13 others have
applied for licenses to
teach surfing in Newport
Beach since 2012. Of
those, three businesses
have been approved,
and two operate only
during the summer
months. Murchison and
his Pacific Legal Founda-
tion attorneys say that
constitutes a monopoly.

“The city’s monopoly
and market power over
surfing and SUP lessons
offered in the city harms
instructors like Mr.
Murchison, as well as
members of the public
seeking to hire instruc-
tors,” they allege in their
suit.

Other coastal cities,
like Huntington Beach,
maintain similar ordi-
nances that Murchison
claims stifle competition
among surf instructors.
But he described New-
port Beach as the most
aggressive in enforcing
those laws.

In 2016 the city cited
and also sued Murchi-
son for teaching classes.
The resulting settlement
included an order for
Murchison to stop hold-
ing classes and has re-
quired him to pay the
city about $40,000 so far
in penalties and legal
fees.

“I’m doing everything,
above and beyond I
would argue, that these
other permanent surf
schools are doing too,
Murchison said. “So
that’s just the guise, that
it’s public safety. It’s
really all about money.”
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tally sensitive west side
since 1964, while the Or-
ange County Model Engi-
neers since 1989 have op-
erated 5 miles of miniature
train tracks on a 40-acre lot
just across Placentia Ave-
nue.

Environmentalists and
hobbyists have clashed in
recent years, with repre-
sentatives from both sides
clamoring for consider-
ation in the emergent
Fairview Park Master Plan.

Their viewpoints were re-
freshed Tuesday in nearly
50 public comments, pri-
marily provided by mem-
bers of the plane and train
hobbyist groups, as well as
from elementary school
students to retirees and the
environmentally focused
nonprofit Fairview Park Al-
liance.

Hobbyists described their
role in protecting the park
and introducing its plant
and animal life to residents
and visitors alike.

“Newport has a Back Bay,
Huntington has a beach,
and we have a jewel of a na-
ture park, so let’s make sure
it retains its natural beauty
for our citizens to enjoy and
recreate in for generations
to come,” said Orange
County Model Engineers
treasurer Hank Castignetti.

“I love trains, yes, but

without native plants and
animals we have nothing to
show you from our trains
but dirt, and you can see
that in your own backyard.”

Environmentalists said
recreational use, particu-
larly the operations of Har-
bor Soaring Society’s, inter-
rupts birds’ flight path and
threatens sensitive nearby
vernal pool activity.

“I’m not against glider
planes or flying but they
shouldn’t be happening in
Fairview Park because they
are destroying the habitat,”
said Fairview Park Alliance
board member Kim Hen-
dricks. “So, maybe you can
just move them somewhere
else.”

Members of the model
plane group countered that
their meet-ups are places
where people connect out
of a passion for aviation,
engineering and the natural
environment, fostering new
generations of interest in
STEM-related endeavors.

“For the past 60 years,
Harbor Soaring Society has
called Fairview Park our
home,” said member John
Rittenhouse. “If you don’t
have another generation of
children who appreciate it,
they will not protect it
when their time comes.”

Model flyers have been
forced to curtail operations
in recent years, limiting al-
lowable aircraft to nonmo-
torized gliders and flying
only on the first and third

Saturdays of each month.
Councilman Loren

Gameros said Tuesday he
favored a master plan that
would allow current uses to
continue, even if that re-
quired some kind of con-
cessions or modifications.

“If we cannot come to
that, we’re going to be
backed into a corner to
make some very hard deci-
sions, and I’m not going to
just push the smallest dog
off the cliff,” he said. “So
let’s figure this out and
work up a solution where
everybody gets a little bit of
what they want. I want ev-
eryone to be pissed off, that
way no one feels cheated.”

Tuesday’s discussion was
the first public unveiling of
the Fairview Park Master
Plan. In a second presenta-

tion that could take place
sometime later this month,
consultants will share their
initial findings and recom-
mendations ahead of sub-
mitting a draft of the plan
to the council, which could
happen as soon as May 31
and would kick off a long
environmental review pe-
riod.

After hearing nearly two
hours of public testimony,
council members affirmed
their desire for a plan that
preserved the park’s cultur-
al resources, while incorpo-
rating the goals of environ-
mental stewards as well as
hobbyist uses.

“I think there’s definitely
an opportunity for us to
come together as a city and
make it happen for HSS
and the [Model Engi-

neers],” said new District 6
Councilman Jeff Pettis. “I
also want to see us preserve
the wildlife, the vernal
pools and the ecosystem. I
think we can do both.”

Mayor Pro Tem Manuel
Chavez said he was heart-
ened to hear everyone
speak about Fairview from
a place of love.

“Fairview Park has
needed to be defined for a
long time — everyone’s
passionate responses today
demonstrates the need for
that,” he said. “If all of us
come forth in a common
sense way, where we are
trying to be collaborative
and not confrontational, we
can solve this problem.”

File Photo

ORANGE
COUNTY
Model
Engineers
have
offered free
mini train
rides in
Fairview
Park for
more than
three
decades.
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