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From slurs to physical con-
frontations, hate crimes in Orange
County rose in 2019 for the fifth
year in a row, and by a huge leap,
24%.

The findings were released this
week by the nonprofit Orange

County Human Relations Com-
mission in its 2019 Hate Crimes
Report. The review cited 83 hate
crimes documented by communi-
ty groups, education institutions
and law enforcement.

The annual report, which de-
tailed 67 hate crimes in 2018, cov-
ers both hate crimes and hate in-

cidents, the latter of which
dropped from 165 two years earli-
er to 156 last year.

A majority of the crimes in-
volved the perpetrator attacking
the victim for his or her race, na-
tional origin or ethnicity.

For fifth year in a row, hate crimes rise in O.C.
“We cannot allow fear, hatred and
bigotry to divide us. We must listen to
one another, communicate respectfully,
build bridges of understanding and
support each other through these
traumatic events.”

— Michael Reynolds
Chair of the Orange County Human Relations Commission

See Hate, page A9

The nonprofit Orange County Human Relations Commission’s annual review
cites 83 in 2019, most of them based on race, national origin or ethnicity.

The Laguna Beach Unified
School District has a date in place
for the potential return of second-
ary school students to campus.

The district’s board of education
voted 4-1 on Thursday night to ap-
prove a plan for the start of hybrid
learning at Thurston Middle
School and Laguna Beach High
School on Nov. 23.

Board Clerk Carol Normandin
was the lone dissenter. Nor-
mandin has repeatedly expressed
concerns about a need for
COVID-19 testing in issues regard-
ing a return of students to school
sites. The district is offering op-
tional testing.

Students would be divided into
cohorts and come to class for in-
person learning twice a week, with
distance learning in effect for all
students on Friday.

“The first week will be Thanks-
giving week, which we have school
on Monday and Tuesday, so it will
be a Monday and Tuesday sched-
ule,” District Supt. Dr. Jason Viloria
said. “It will allow the students to
come on campus … one time that
week and get used to the flow.”

Laguna
secondary
schools
reopening
scheduled
Boardof educationvotes
onplan to return for
hybrid learningNov. 23.

See Secondary, page A8

BYANDREWTURNER

Costa Mesa officials expressed
interest Tuesday in partnering
with the city of Irvine in a Com-
munity Choice Energy program
that would allow member mu-
nicipalities to purchase and sell
electricity, a move that could sta-
bilize rates and fund community
energy programs.

Such a move is sanctioned by
California Assembly Bill 117, a
2002 law that allows local govern-
ments to offer an alternative elec-
tric power option to constituents
to investor-owned utilities, such
as Southern California Edison,
which currently operates Costa
Mesa’s power grid.

Under the community choice
model, Edison would continue to
distribute the power, while a city-

formed joint powers authority
(JPA) would have the power to es-
tablish rates, create more local
microgrids, increase reliance on
renewable energy sources and di-
rect revenue toward community
programs and efforts of their
choosing.

The city of Irvine has agreed to
lead the charge and has been so-
liciting potential city members
throughout Orange County to join
the program and help file an im-
plementation plan with the Cali-
fornia Public Utilities commission
by a Dec. 31 deadline.

Irvine has paid $150,000 for
consultant support — a cost
member cities would agree to
split evenly upon joining — and
will take out a loan of $2 million
to $2.5 million in pre-launch costs
and another $10 million to

$20 million to acquire energy re-
sources.

Under the program, Edison
would continue to distribute
power to residents and busi-
nesses.

In return, the JPA would pay
back the loan amount through
revenues generated in the first
few years of the program, and
Irvine would have two repre-
sentative voices on the authority
board, compared to other cities’
single vote.

Ryan Baron, special counsel to
the city of Irvine, said council
members would have to approve
an agreement with Irvine soon to
get the ball rolling in time for a
January 2022 implementation.

Waiting would delay to another

Costa Mesa exploring community choice energy partnership

Don Kelsen | Los Angeles Times
COSTAMESA officials expressed interest Tuesday in partnering with
the city of Irvine in a Community Choice Energy program that would
allow member municipalities to purchase and sell electricity.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Energy, page A8
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Two Santa Ana police officers
have been cleared by the Orange
County district attorney’s office
after an investigation into an offi-
cer-involved shooting that killed
an armed Fountain Valley man in
January.

Investigators found that Offi-

cers Gavin Roelofs and Josh Es-
padas are not criminally culpable
after reviewing the Jan. 20 inci-
dent, which resulted in the death
of Miguel Segura Mercado, 31,
during a struggle with police.

Police had arrived at an apart-
ment on La Hacienda Avenue to
apprehend Mercado as a suspect
in an investigation into lewd and

lascivious acts with a minor.
The district attorney’s office re-

leased a letter detailing the find-
ings of the investigation into the
officer-involved shooting. The re-
port said that Roelofs and Es-
padas did not give voluntary
statements concerning the inci-
dent.

The letter states that a struggle

occurred after Mercado at-
tempted to flee.

Roelofs and Espadas arrived at
the apartment and spoke with
Mercado’s parents, who accord-
ing to the report said that both
themselves and Mercado were
aware of an accusation of inap-

Santa Ana officers who fatally shot armed Fountain Valley
man are cleared by Orange County district attorney’s office
BYANDREWTURNER

See Cleared, page A8

They may appear playful, even if the chain-
saws they sometimes carry suggest otherwise.

Zombies and monsters are occupying Rus-
sell Fischer Xpress car wash in Huntington
Beach as Halloween night creeps closer, after
the Beach Boulevard business put together
what it calls the “Tunnel of Terror.”

Participants go through the car wash like
normal, and their car gets washed like nor-
mal. They don’t get out of the car — but that
doesn’t mean someone wearing a scary mask

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

GUESTS REACT to a character at the “Tunnel of Terror” at Russell Fischer Xpress Car Wash in Huntington Beach on Thursday.

Huntington Beach’s haunted
car wash provides the scares

GUESTS TAKE
pictures of a
weapon-wielding
character at the
"Tunnel of Terror"
haunted car wash.

BYMATT SZABO

See Scares, page A6

BYANHDO
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Do you ever experience
red or itchy eyelids?

Complete our upcoming research study
and you may be compensated

up to $600 for your time.

Upcoming Eye Study!
Starting soon, Dr. DavidWirta will be

conducting a new study to see how effective
an investigational eye drop is at

relieving symptoms associated with eyelid
inflammation like redness or itchiness.

If you have uncomfortable eyes you may
qualify to participate. The study involves 6
visits over the course of 8 weeks. If you

complete these visits, you may be
compensated up to $600 for your time.

Study Site:
Eye Research Founda�on

520 Superior Ave, Suite 235
Newport Beach, CA 92663

info@drwirta.comTo find out if you qualify,
contact 949-650-1863
or info@drwirta.com

Continues!C

TheBungalowRestaurant.com #bungalowcdm
People In TheKnow...Dine At TheBungalow

Reservations Recommended
(949)673-6585

fall is happening at

2441 East CoastHwy. CoronaDelMar, CA 92625

ACROSS
1 Response to a
texter's pun
4 Marsh
9 Perched atop
13 Do __ with;
eliminate
15 Blanket
16 Number of
regular innings
17 Lucie Arnaz's
brother
18 Of sheep
19 Lobster's
extremity
20 __ to the plate;
took action
22 Part of the eye
23 Claim against
property
24 Commotion
26 Dodges
29 Trail off from
others
34 Cried for a
bowl of milk
35 Televised
36 Sunbeam
37 Actor Garrett
38 Yearned
39 Fisherman's
hope
40 Tee's
forerunner
41 Stick out;
protrude
42 One of Santa's
reindeer
43 Practice
45 Waist-length
jacket
46 Beret or tam
47 Ship's
commander: abbr.
48 Piece of china
51 Insulting
56 Nabisco snack
57 Dinner course
58 Christmas carol
60 Region
61 Uneven
62 Ms.
Lollobrigida
63 Wraps up
64 Made clothing
65 Harrison or
Reed

DOWN
1 Youth
2 Has debts
3 Final
4

Gastroenterology
tools
5 Made with a
loom
6 Needing no
encouragement
7 List of dishes
8 Readied
9 Do a plumber's
job

10 Heap
11 __ even keel
12 Walter
Cronkite's field
14 Caved in
21 "The __ Piper of
Hamelin"
25 Family member
26 Glowing bit of
coal

27 Poem division
28 __ in; inundated
by
29 Burn the edges
of
30 "You're barking
up the wrong __!"
31 Embedded dirt
32 Procrastinator's
word
33 See __ eye;
agree
35 Has a bug
38 For all practical
__; in reality
39 Leaving
suddenly
41 Sheepish
remark
42 Chronic lung
disease
44 Canyon
bouncebacks
45 __ together;
united
47 Stop
48 __ off; fall
asleep
49 Press clothes
50 __ away;
dismiss
52 Rider's charge
53 Move smoothly,
like a stream
54 Pinot __;
popular red wine
55 Kelly or Wilder
59 Calif.'s busiest
airport

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

On Tuesday, the New-
port Beach City Council
will consider additional
adjustments to the city’s
Harbor Code on the re-
quirements for live-
aboards — essentially,
houseboats — in commer-
cial marinas.

The recommendations
come from the Harbor
Commission, which
formed an ad hoc com-
mittee in 2018 to review Ti-
tle 17, also known as the
city’s Harbor Code, to
identify potential areas for
modification. As part of
that discussion, council

members requested that
the Harbor Commission
review language surround-
ing live-aboards.

Proposed revisions to
city code would include
adding language to ex-
pand live-aboards to com-
merical marinas under
certain circumstances and
ensuring that all vessels
are capable of operating
from their berthing place.

It would also include
language to clarify that off-
shore moorings would be
subject to a 7% limitation.
This limit would not apply
to commercial marinas.

Current regulations
state that live-aboards are
prohibited at piers bay-
ward of residentially zoned
areas and that no individ-
uals are allowed to live on
any vessel with an onshore
mooring and cannot live
on an offshore mooring
without a permit.

City staff also recom-
mends clarifying public
anchorage regulations to
state that anchoring a ves-
sel is only allowed in des-
ignated anchorages and
that the vessel must be at-
tended to at all times.

— Lilly Nguyen

File Photo

NEWPORT HARBOR has about 1,200 moorings over 12 mooring fields.

NewportBeachCityCouncil on
Tuesday toconsidernew language
changes in thecity’sHarborCode

Twice a week, we bring you the latest on Orange County from Orange County, with the
best of all the journalism from the Daily Pilot, the Los Angeles Times and TimesOC.
The TimesOC newsletter keeps you up to date on the county’s diverse communities
and shifting political landscape, its coastlines and environment and how it’s grappling
with issues from immigration to education, from housing to healthcare. Every
Wednesday and Friday, expect us to deliver the news that matters most to your
community — from business to entertainment to science to food — and explore what
it means for you. We also equip you for your weekends in Orange County, from its
beaches to the future of high school sports. You can sign up at latimes.com/
oc-newsletter.

SIGN UP FOR TIMESOC NEWSLETTER
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NATIONALLY
RANKED
IN THE MOST
SPECIALTIES

hoag.org/usnews

For 70 years, Hoag has delivered a level of personalized care that is unsurpassed

in Orange County. Due to the dedication of our employees, medical staff, volunteers, and

our board, Hoag is the highest ranked hospital in Orange County, with the most national

rankings and the only OC hospital in the Top 10 in California. These rankings reflect

Hoag’s collective commitment to providing our patients and the community the highest

quality health care.



A4 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

forum

H ere in China, the novel
coronavirus has run its
course, and the situation

is now well-contained.
Except for getting tempera-

tures checked with an electronic
scanner every time someone
enters or exits a building, school
or business, life routines have
returned to normal.

I have seen what has worked
and failed. About eight months
ago, I wrote how coordination
across agencies could mitigate
the coronavirus spread across
Newport-Mesa.

Now, I write about how our
local community of Newport-
Mesa can contain the virus and
hopefully move back to life as
normal.

The most important thing
anyone can do is to stay at
home as much as possible.
While no one in China liked
staying in their apartment com-
plex — it was boring, we all put
on a little weight — a month of
total lockdown and several
months of heavy restriction
ensured that the highly conta-
gious coronavirus would not
spread outside families that
were already infected.

China adapted. Many schools
and businesses went online. I
founded my own online teach-
ing company and taught a uni-
versity course.

Second, for those who have a
passion for civil liberties, I
would ask them to find safer
and more effective ways than
protesting outside without a
mask.

Even in Chinese national

news, we saw the video clips of
arrests at Mother’s Market in
Costa Mesa and people licking
mall windows in Huntington
Beach.

Newport-Mesa has many
beautiful and exciting things,
rather than this extreme behav-
ior. Had these protesters written
many letters to key civic leaders,
created websites or written
opinion articles in newspapers,
their efforts might have seemed
more persuasive and reasonable.

Third, let us all try to band
together to support local relief
agencies. Although our income
has been meager during this
time, we can set an example in
helping those who have almost
nothing and cannot easily get
employment.

I anxiously spent my last few
dollars using express mail to
send masks and protective
equipment to clinics in the UK
and paying the medical bills for
some of my mentees in Africa.

Yet I knew I had made the
right choice when I saw people
genuinely cry tears of joy when
they see people helping them,
believing it to be a godsend,
whether in religious places like
Nigeria or Scotland or non-
religious places like China.

I support our local religious
organizations and community
colleges, such as Orange Coast
College and Coastline College,
for setting up comprehensive
food pantries, medical clinics
with general care, emergency
and psychiatric care.

For the homeless or near-
homeless, these efforts may be

lifesaving in this time of crisis.
Fourth, instead of forcing

schools open, I recommend
people take this time to try to
become healthier at home.
Among some of my mentees are
current or former prisoners.

From what I have seen, they
can get impressive results from
putting forth great effort, focus

and dedication with different
exercise routines, using min-
imum space, often without
equipment.

Lastly, I recommend anyone
use this time further their edu-
cation, preferably with commu-
nity college classes.

As both a perpetual college
student and a university-level

teacher, I can say community
colleges, such as Coastline, have
performed even better than my
Ivy League university or top-
ranked public schools like UCLA
during this crisis.

COMMENTARY | JOSEPH KLUNDER

I’ve learned lessons in China that
Newport-Mesa can apply to the COVID fight

Getty Images

A FAMILYwears protective plastic covers and masks as they walk after checking in to a flight in Beijing, China.

JOSEPH KLUNDER is a former
Newport Beach resident who now
teaches and lives in Beijing.

Wemust confront the twin
pandemics of police violence, racism

Kurt Andras Reinhold was shot dead by Orange
County sheriff’s deputies in broad daylight on Sept. 23.

Clearly the coronavirus is not the only plague we are
confronted with in the United States. Racism (Reinhold
was a 42-year-old homeless Black man) and deadly po-
lice violence are running rampant across the nation.

What’s more, the deputies who fired the deadly shots
into Reinhold’s body were supposedly homeless services
officers trained to deescalate high tension situations, yet
these deputies ended up killing the jaywalking Reinhold.
This hardly seems to be an act deescalation given the
circumstances.

Social workers, mental health professionals and com-
munity educators are the sorts of people that ought to be
available to provide direction and services to those suf-
fering from mental illness and/or homelessness.

Ben Miles
Huntington Beach

Election guides are a starting point
By now most Orange County voters have received their

Sample Ballot and Voter Information Guide in the mail.
Let me start by giving a big shout out to the County
Registrar of Voters Neil Kelley. He has done an outstand-
ing job for many years.

Before I became involved with local civic affairs some
20 years ago, I based a significant chunk of my decision-
making on the candidate statements contained in the
guide. Regrettably, they are not always an accurate reflec-
tion of the candidates.

For example, much of what is in the Michelle Steel
statement is not borne out by the facts or her perform-
ance.

Steel does not have a track record of common sense
leadership (as does her opponent, Rep. Harley Rouda), a
record of supporting middle-class constituents as op-
posed to partisan special interests or a record on health-
care reform that protects all those served by the Afford-
able Care Act (which she opposes).

While her personal narrative is touching, her blind
obedience to President Trump by pushing to open busi-
nesses and schools early without plans or protections
flies in the face of putting people over politics.

Voters must push themselves to do more than vote
their party affiliation or what partisan propaganda urges
them to do. They must actually look at who best repre-
sents their interests and who can provide problem-solv-
ing leadership that is honest and fair. The guides voters
received in the mail should only be a starting point to
reach an informed choice.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

Favoring one candidate over another
As a Costa Mesa voter, I think it is important to speak

out when there is a questionable candidate running for
City Council, and Don Harper is that candidate. Based
on past participation in city commissions and commit-
tees, support for proven failed city governance practices
and endorsements from the same politicians the city has
been trying to recover from for the last few years, I do
not recommend voting for him.

Instead, I support attorney John Stephens for District 1
who, as a Costa Mesa councilman since 2016 and unani-
mously appointed mayor pro tem since 2018, is a much
stronger candidate on all counts.

According to City Council and commission and com-
mittee agendas and minutes, not only did Harper have
inconsistent attendance, but he resigned before serving
out his full term on the Parks and Recreation Commis-
sion. Also, he only attended two of 10 meetings of the
Finance and Pension Advisory Committee before resign-
ing with one year left on his two-year term.

Mayor Pro Tem Stephens on the other hand, has not
missed a meeting in four years.

Based on Harper’s campaign website, he wants to run
the city like a business. However, Costa Mesa is a service
organization. It provides services to its residents and it is

not a for-profit company. A few years ago, council mem-
bers and mayors Jim Righeimer and Steve Mensinger
tried running the city like a business. This approach
resulted in a historic decline in our police force and
public safety.

By comparison, Stephens has consistently supported
the Police Department and improving public safety. He
has also supported restoration of Fire Department
staffing and established the hospital transport system.

It is unimaginable that Harper would claim the en-
dorsements from some of the same unpopular past
council members that caused the decline in public safe-
ty. Also, who can forget that these same endorsees at-
tempted, not once but twice to grab power by pushing a
flawed city charter onto the residents of Costa Mesa?
Both attempts failed by significant margins.

Stephens opposed the flawed charters, and when the
2012 effort missed a filing date, he defended the rule of
law by successfully arguing to uphold the filing deadlines
during a lawsuit between the city, led at the time by
Righeimer and Mensinger, and the Orange County Regis-
trar of Voters.

On all counts I support Mayor Pro Tem John Stephens
for District 1 over the wrongheaded Don Harper.

Charles Mooney
Costa Mesa

America will win this latest war
I read with interest Sandy Asper’s commentary in the

Daily Pilot on Sept. 25, “Are we using kids as human
guinea pigs?”

Asper references “World War II when kids were experi-
encing bombs nightly during the blitz.” I can attest to
her comments because my twin sister and I were 6 years
old in London when war broke out in 1939.

We were sent out of London to stay with strangers
because of the bombing. However, the stay was short-
lived because of strong family ties, so we returned to
London. Our schooling was disrupted from 1940 to 1945.
To make up for this loss we had to go to year-round
school attendance.

Did we make up for this loss? We had no way to really
measure it until 1947. My family moved to New York, and
my sister and I were placed in the eighth grade at school.
This lasted less than a week as both my sister and I were

MAILBAG

Richard Winton | Los Angeles Times

KURT REINHOLD at Kenneth Hahn soccer fields
during an AYSO match in Ladera on Nov. 25, 2018. A Daily
Pilot reader writes that Reinhold’s killing during an
encounter with O.C. sheriff’s deputies in San Clemente
suggests the nation is seeing a plague of police violence.

See Mailbag, page A6

T echnology has
changed almost
everything we do.

Today’s young adults shop
differently, work differently,
play differently and com-
municate differently than
my generation. I am 65.

This may be good or bad,
but one area in which the
new technology has had its
great impact is in educa-
tion.

In the past six weeks, the
Newport-Mesa Unified
School District has reversed
two major initiatives at the
last minute. One was the
“4x4" learning schedule
and the other was the delay
of school reopenings just
five days before students
were due to return.

It would be easy to
blame these recent miscues
on the pandemic, but that
is not the root of the prob-
lem. The pandemic is
merely a vehicle to show us
that all across the educa-
tion spectrum, all across

the country, it is time for
new, younger leadership.

Many of the young adults
running for education-
related offices grew up with
the technology that is in-
creasingly dominating the
school learning experience.
Those a bit older, say, in
their 40s, are still light years
closer to the rapid changes
in technology than my
generation.

For both groups of
younger candidates, the
technology is second na-
ture.

Today’s students deserve
school board members
who are closer in age to
their learning experience.
They deserve representa-
tives, elected and hired,
who understand what
technology can and cannot
accomplish because they
have been living with it
their entire lives.

This is the main reason

COMMENTARY | STEVE SMITH

It’s time for the
school board to
pass the torch to

the next generation

See Torch, page A6

P erhaps I’m just a
cynic. But I believe
political campaigns

are breeding grounds for
exaggeration and distor-
tions of the truth, not to
mention other unsavory
practices of candidates.

I’m not saying all candi-
dates engage in such be-
havior, but we all know it
happens. I found myself
insulted enough by one
local candidate for New-
port-Mesa’s school board
whose signs urge readers to
“Re-elect the Parents’
Choice,” that I had to share
my outrage in this letter.

As a parent with elemen-
tary-aged children in the
Newport-Mesa school
district, I keep getting dis-
appointed by the decisions
the current board has been
making during the pan-
demic. Whenever I see
signs for the incumbent for

Zone 1, Vicki Snell, my
blood boils at her bold
declaration that voters
should “Re-elect the par-
ents’ choice.”

I am a parent who lives
in the Zone 1 area, and she
is not my choice. And while
she is a parent, she isn’t
one with any children
currently in the Newport-
Mesa Unified School Dis-
trict. I wouldn’t be so
heated over this if she had
stated something more like,
“four out of five parents
approve.”

But her overbroad, mis-
leading statement that she
is the choice of parents
offends me. I understand
that candidates have to do
what they can to get the
votes, but misleading vot-
ers is unacceptable to me.

I can recall the last elec-

COMMENTARY | SON VU

Political signs don’t
speak to this

Newport-Mesa parent

See Signs, page A6
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WHERE WE LIVE CAN DETERMINE
HOW WELL WE LIVE.

Discover modern senior living thoughtfully designed to help
you live safely and well – in times that require greater caution,
and those when you can fully embrace the coastal lifestyle.

Enjoy a low-touch, high-comfort living environment with
seamlessly integrated in-home technology, elevated amenities,
attentive service and discreet support from a professional care
team at the ready 24/7.

Learn more about how Atria Senior Living is helping residents
stay safe, connected and engaged during the COVID-19
pandemic at AtriaSafeTogether.com.

NOW PRE-LEASING | OPENING FALL 2020

To schedule a virtual community tour or
contactless tour of a model apartment,

call 949.236.6580.

393 Hospital Road | AtriaNewportBeach.com

Modern Senior Living

License #306005387 260761

CALL:
CLICK: AAA.com/EasyToPlan
VISIT:

For All Featured Rates: If booking with a AAA Travel Agent, a $25 service fee will be collected at time of booking. Airfare is nonrefundable. Itinerary changes/cancellations are subject
to Pleasant Holidays, airline and/or other supplier-imposed fees from $25 (for Canada or contiguous U.S. travel) or from $50 (for all other travel) per person, plus applicable fare
differential (certain changes involve pre-notification deadlines). See General Disclaimer for additional information regarding air. 1Dream Getaways Offer: Valid on new bookings
made September 1 - October 31, 2020 for travel through June 30, 2021. For Hawai’i, Mexico and the Caribbean: $300 in value is total of $150 savings offer per booking and $150
activity voucher per booking. Minimum five nights’ accommodations at a participating hotel and round trip airfare required (excludes Hawai’i inter-island flights). $150 savings is not
reflected in rates shown. $150 activity voucher is nonrefundable, nontransferable and has no cash value. Select Caribbean destinations receive $150 savings to Anguilla, Barbados,
Bermuda, Bonaire, British Virgin Islands, Curaçao, Grand Cayman, Grenada, Martinique, St. Barts, St. Croix, St. Kitts & Nevis, St. Martin and St. Maarten, St. Vincent and the Grenadines,
and Turks & Caicos in lieu of activity voucher. For continental USA: Savings is per booking. $100 savings on 5 nights and longer stays, $75 savings on 4 nights stays, $50 savings on
2 – 3 nights stays; and AAA Member Benefit of $25 savings per booking. Minimum two nights’ accommodations at a participating hotel and round trip airfare required. Savings is
not reflected in rates shown. 2Rate is per person, land and round trip economy-class airfare from the featured gateway (other gateways available, rates may vary), based on double
occupancy for check-in on January 20, 2021 in junior suite room accommodation at Hotel Riu Palace Cabo San Lucas All-inclusive Resort and includes taxes, fees and surcharges
collected by seller at time of booking using the AAA.com website. 3Rate is per person, land and round trip economy-class airfare from the featured gateway (other gateways
available, rates may vary), based on double occupancy for check-in on January 20, 2021 in luxury room accommodation at Royalton Splash Punta Cana Resort & Spa All-In Luxury® in
Dominican Republic and includes taxes, fees and surcharges collected by seller at time of booking using the AAA.comwebsite. 4Rate is per person, land and round trip economy-class
airfare from the featured gateway (other gateways available, rates may vary), based on double occupancy for check-in on January 20, 2021 in golf villas fairway view one-bedroom
accommodation at The Kapalua Villas Maui and includes taxes, fees and surcharges collected by seller at time of booking using the AAA.com website.
AAA Travel Alert:Many travel destinations have implemented COVID-19–related restrictions. Before making travel plans, check to see if hotels, attractions, cruise lines, tour operators,
restaurants and local authorities have issued health and safety-related restrictions or entry requirements. The local tourism board is a good resource for updated information. For
all offers, unless otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Gratuities, transfers, excursions and, for
non-air-inclusive offers, airfare, taxes, fees & surcharges, are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at
check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/
conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any time. Cruise rates capacity-controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits &
savingswhichmay vary based on departure date. Ratesmay be subject to increase after full payment for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees and, except for air-inclusive
offers, for supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other restrictions may apply. As to Air-Inclusive Offers Only: Other restrictions may apply, including, but not limited to, baggage
limitations & charges for first & second checked bag, standby policies & fees, nonrefundable airfare/airline tickets, advance purchase requirements & supplier & airline-imposed
change/cancellation fees up to & including the price of the fare plus any applicable fare differential (which may involve pre-notification deadlines). Air component of packaged
offersmay be nonrefundable; refunds are subject to supplier & airline terms & conditions. Supplier & airline fees & policies may vary. Contact your supplier & ticketing airline formore
information; for baggage fees & other details, see www. iflybags.com. Rates involving round trip air transportation for travel dates or from gateways other than those advertised
may differ. Not responsible for errors or omissions. Your local AAA club acts as an agent for Pleasant
Holidays®. CST 1016202-80. To learn howwe collect and use your information, visit the privacy link at AAA.com.
©2020 Auto Club Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

AAA TRAVELS WITH YOU

Plan Some
Fun in the Sun!

Mexico
5 nights from $1,0232
LAND + ROUND TRIP AIRFARE FROM LAX

Caribbean
5 nights from $9733
LAND + ROUND TRIP AIRFARE FROMBOS

Hawai’i
5 nights from $1,0994
LAND + ROUND TRIP AIRFARE FROM LAX

Book by October 31, 2020

$$300300
1

GET UP TOGET UP TO

IN VALUE

ON YOUR
NEXT DREAM
GETAWAY

XXX.XXX.XXXX

XXXXX Xxxxxxxx Xx
Xxxxxxx XX, XXXXX

CALL: 866.624.3380
VISIT:Your local AAA Travel Agency

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Laguna Beach
Pride 365 to host
‘Spooktacular
Virtual Drag Bingo’

Laguna Beach Pride 365
will host a “Spooktacular
Virtual Drag Bingo” fund-
raiser next week, just in
time for Halloween.

The event will be held vir-
tually over Zoom on Thurs-
day at 6 p.m. A limited
number of bingo cards are
available in advance for free
at lagunabeachpride.org/
bingo.

Those participating in
drag bingo will be able to
play for prizes. As part of
the fundraiser, Laguna
Beach Pride 365 will be col-
lecting donations to benefit
the Friendship Shelter.

The Friendship Shelter is
a Laguna Beach-based non-
profit organization that as-
sists homeless adults by
providing both shelter and
rehabilitation services.

Craig Cooley, the presi-
dent of Laguna Beach Pride
365, said the organization
has a goal of raising $5,000
for the Friendship Shelter
with the free-to-play fund-
raiser.

Cooley added that the se-
ries of community fundrais-
ers, which will total four
through the end of the year,
are endorsed by the city of
Laguna Beach and the La-
guna Beach Chamber of
Commerce.

Laguna Beach Pride 365’s
first drag bingo event ben-

efited the Laguna Food
Pantry. There will be similar
events to benefit charity in
Laguna Beach and those
most adversely affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic in
November and December.

National Academy
of Medicine elects
UCI professor

Kyriacos Athanasiou, a
UC Irvine distinguished
professor of biomedical en-
gineering, has been elected
to the National Academy of
Medicine.

Athanasiou is one of 90
new U.S. members an-
nounced this week, in addi-
tion to 10 others interna-
tionally.

He was inducted to the
academy “for inventing, de-
veloping and translating
technologies, such as ar-
ticular cartilage implants
and methods for in-
traosseous infusion, that
impact several biomedical
fields, including ortho-
pedics, maxillofacial sur-
gery, tissue engineering, di-
abetes and emergency
care,” according to the NAM
citation.

Athanasiou specializes in
developing advanced engi-
neered tissues. He is known
for making implants that
help cartilage heal and re-
pair itself, the university
said in a news release
Thursday.

The scaffolds provided
the first cartilage implant to

treat joint defects and have
been used as bone and den-
tal fillers.

“I am honored to have
been elected a member of
the National Academy of
Medicine,” Athanasiou said
in a statement.

“The recognition, which
would not have been pos-
sible without the contrib-
utions of my students and
colleagues at UCI and other
institutions throughout my
career, highlights the im-
portance of developing a
fundamental understand-
ing of the key engineering
principles that govern the
human body, inventing new
ways to treat acquired and
congenital defects, and
translating those innova-
tions to help improve the
human condition.”

Free drive-up
HIV testing in
Orange County

Radiant Health Centers,
an Irvine-based nonprofit
specializing in LGBTQ+
medical care and social
services, is offering free
drive-up rapid HIV testing
in Santa Ana.

To make an appointment,
call (949) 809-8764. The
drive-up HIV testing will be
between noon and 4 p.m.
on Mondays at 2708 West-
minster Ave. in Santa Ana.

For more information,
visit radianthealthcenters
.org/services/testing-services.

— From staff reports

AROUND TOWN



A6 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2020 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

Attendees first go through
a single-file car line before
entering the wash, and sur-
prises ensue. They’re en-
couraged to tune their radio
to 100.7 FM for creepy back-
ground music to accom-
pany the ride.

might not try to get in.
About 400 cars per night

have been experiencing the
“Tunnel of Terror,” co-
owner Chase Russell said.
The first weekend was so
popular that the company
switched to prepaid ticket
sales only.

“We’ve had nothing but
phenomenal feedback,”
Russell said. “It’s been
pretty fun. The amount of
support and excitement
over a haunted car was, I’d
say, slightly unexpected.

“This is a very unique
year. You can’t really plan
for something like this. With
our state, the state of Cali-
fornia basically canceling
Halloween, among other
things, we were trying to
figure out how we could
bring some fun to this.”

Russell said he talked
with the car wash’s control-
ler, Bri Nikoletich, who had
seen a couple of car washes
on the East Coast with a
haunted theme in years
past.

At about the same time,
promoter Long Vo reached
out to the car wash to figure
out a way to put together
the assembly line of alarm.

Vo is part of a local pro-

motions company, We Sim-
ply Rule, and he had plenty
of Halloween props collect-
ing dust at his home during
the coronavirus pandemic.

Vo has a cast of about a
dozen monsters creeping
about at the car wash.

“Tunnel of Terror” runs
from 5 to 10 p.m. and will be
in action every night
through Halloween, except
for Monday.

“They did a good job,”
said Julie McCarty of Lake-
wood, who messed with her

kids, Cade and Cassie, in
the backseat Thursday
night by rolling their win-
dows down when a monster
approached with a chain-
saw.

“I think this is going to be
the next thing now. For $20,

it’s a great deal. A $20 scare,
you cannot beat that. Hal-
loween’s my favorite holi-
day.”

Melissa Suarez of Long
Beach, 38, said the haunted
car wash helped fill the void
left by missing out on Hal-
loween-themed celebra-
tions at local theme parks.

“This helps,” Suarez said.
“It’s very creative.”

Jeff Heimbuch of Costa
Mesa, 36, came Thursday
night with his fiancée Mar-
tina, his 17-year-old son
Alex and his son’s girlfriend
Mariah.

“We miss spooky stuff,”
said Heimbuch, adding that
he writes for a local horror
website, HorrorBuzz.com.
“We do all this stuff every
year anyway. When we
heard this stuff was going
on, we had to come check it
out and see what was going
on here … There was a guy
that stood in front of our car
at one point and scared the
hell out of me, so they did a
great job.”

Tickets are extremely lim-
ited but are available on
Eventbrite.

Russell said additional
tickets could be released
online each day depending
on traffic.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

A GHOUL PEEKS in the window at the “Tunnel of Terror” at Russell Fischer Xpress Car Wash in Huntington Beach.

Continued from page A1
SCARES

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

why I am vigorously sup-
porting challenger Leah
Ersoylu in school district
Area 1 versus Vicki Snell,
the only incumbent run-
ning. Having worked
closely with Ersoylu on her
campaign over the past

several months, I am both
amazed and impressed
with her understanding of
the capabilities and limits
of this new way of learning.

Whether it has been
organized community
Facebook chats, a political
campaign app that moni-
tors every aspect of out-
reach, or the multi-tasking
communications efforts

throughout any given day,
Ersoylu has shown the
technological knowledge
and leadership that will
serve our students well.

It is time to pass the
torch to these younger
candidates.

Continued from page A4
TORCH

STEVE SMITH, a former
Daily Pilot columnist, lives in
Costa Mesa.

tion cycle when the posi-
tion for Zone 1 school
board trustee was up for
grabs.

I was new to all things
school board-related, so I
had the mindset that if they
were in office, and had
been reelected once, they
must be doing an OK job,
so I checked the box, mak-
ing a random and unin-
formed decision.

With no personal knowl-
edge of the candidates, I
really only had their bios in
the voting guide to use in

making my decisions. Well,
that and advertising fliers
and signs that are similar to
Snell’s current signs.

Back then, I took them at
face value, with a grain of
salt. I don’t fault anyone for
not researching a candidate
when there’s little or no
vested interest in that par-
ticular office. I know in the
past I just went with it and
believed the candidate’s
campaigning statements.

I know better now. Hav-
ing had first-hand experi-
ence with the current
school board for years now,
I am confident that I can
make an informed decision
when I cast my ballot and

not rely simply on the
campaign ads, posters and
banners displayed around
the neighborhoods or the
belief that an incumbent is
the best candidate for the
job simply because he or
she is already holding that
post.

That said, I’d also like to
add that there are not
enough readily available
opportunities to learn
about the candidates we
are electing, people who
will be making decisions
that directly affect our
children. But I guess that’s
a letter for another day.

Continued from page A4
SIGNS

SON VU lives in Costa Mesa.

reassigned to the 11th grade
and both graduated in 1949
and we were just 16 years
old at that time.

What has this to do with
Sandy Asper’s commen-
tary? The similarity must be
obvious.

We too are in a “war” at
this time. The main differ-
ence is today we cannot see
the enemy as we did in
1940.

But the enemy is there.
We cannot fight it with
military equipment. We
fight it with the only tools
we have: the scientists,
doctors and medical work-
ers who work in this dan-
gerous environment every
day. It is their work that
guides us to a safer envi-
ronment.

What is our responsibil-

ity? It is at the least the
following: 1) the complete
safety of our children,
teachers and staff; 2) listen-
ing to and heeding the
advice of our only defense,
the scientific community,
especially as it applies to
our most vulnerable, our
children.

My father, Joseph, taught
my sister and me to always
be ready to help the chil-
dren.

After all, when he retired,
he became the crossing
guard at Mariners School
for 24 years. Would we have
let our children cross that
very difficult crossing with-
out Joe?

We must realize that we
are in a war and there are
many battles ahead before
this war is won.

It is not going to be easy
but with the American
spirit and know-how, it will
be won.

Robert Carolan
Newport Beach

Rouda takes
support, guidance
from the left

When Rep. Harley Rouda
won the CA-48 seat in 2018
from Dana Rohrabacher, I
began looking into what
type of representative he
would be and, at first, was
mollified by his claim that
he would legislate as a
moderate Democrat who
would represent “the vast
majority of voters who tend
to be between the 20-yard
lines.”

In following him howev-
er, I became alarmed that
he would not stand by this
pledge as his actions began
to speak louder than his
words. Over time, I saw
that he stood more and
more with the radical

members of the House of
Representatives and, at this
point, his voting record
parallels Nancy Pelosi 100%
of the time and the ultra-
socialist Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez 92% of the time!

But lately, with many of
our cities being being tram-
meled by wanton violence,
looting and burning, my
concerns about Rouda
staying within the “20-yard
lines” have grown into
manifest fear.

It would seem that he is
an out-and-out devotee of
crippling law enforcement
in our society.

The Indivisible Project is
a tax-exempt organization
headquartered in Washing-
ton, D.C., founded in 2016
by two left-wing activists
with congressional experi-
ence and ties to the leftist
economic policy advocacy
group Prosperity Now.

It was a response to the

election of President
Trump and established to
provide liberals a practical
guide about “Resisting the
Trump Agenda.”

The organization sup-
ports the Green New Deal
and has espoused a goal to
replace all elected officials
who don’t reflect their
views with “diverse, prog-
ressive, local leaders.”

According to a Washing-
ton Free Beacon article
from Aug. 31, Rouda is
among a group of Cali-
fornia Democrats who have
accepted support from this
group and was in bed with
these actors during the
2018 campaign — even
while he was uttering his
pledge to keep it “between
the 20-yard lines.”

The more I follow Rouda
the more I turn from mere
concern to outright fear.

Any candidate who
would accept donations

from such organizations —
bent on shredding the
fabric of our society — and
clearly violate his campaign
pledge is an untrustworthy
person and certainly has
no business representing
our interests in Congress.

William Phinizy
Fountain Valley

Continued from page A4
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We know 2020 has been a challenge. That’s why our team at Coastal Heights
wants to give you $2,020 off your rent if you reserve before the end of the year!

Our services are unparalleled! Our incredible customer service includes:
Elevate® Dining, Weekly Housekeeping, Weekly Transportation,

Care Service On Site and Vibrant Life® Activities.

Give us a call at (949) 356-7746 to schedule a tour today.
Must take financial possession by November 30th.

Get $2020 off your rent!

(949) 356-7746
2283 Fairview Road • Costa Mesa, CA 92627

CoastalHeightsSeniorLiving.com

O n Friday and Saturday, the
Sherman Library & Gardens
hosted the “Eerie Evening in

the Garden” event on its grounds in
Corona del Mar.

The staff got together and came
up with the idea where guests follow
a map around the garden revealing
mysteries of the natural world of
creepy looking plants and flowers,
including insect trapping and toxic
plants, and the first “man eating
plant” act.

Carefully placed speakers
throughout the grounds played the
latest in ghostly voodoo sounds of
New Orleans for the walkabout as
guests made “Day of the Dead”
paper flowers and other crafts.

The staff at the gardens wanted to
present something for their guests
since their regular “Creatures of the
Night” event was not possible due to
the pandemic.

— Don Leach

LEOPARD EYES peek through the Forbidden Jungle.

THECREEPY lookingBuddah’sHand fruit sits ina jar at the
ApothecarySpecialsdisplayduring theEerieEveningevent.

Garden grounds turn spooky for weekend

A GUITAR-PLAYING skeleton heads-up the colorful and
intricate Dia de los Muertos or Day of the Dead display.

THEMAN EATING PLANT act, actually David Aguiar, chomps on a bowl
of salad during the “Eerie Evening in the Garden” event this weekend.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A YOUNGSTER looks at the Dia de los Muertos or Day of the Dead display at the Sherman Library and Gardens.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc

45

Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.

51

Estate Sale
10/31/20

1015 AlcaldeWay
Glendale, CA 91207
Halloween Day from

9am-2pm
Lots of furniture and
other smaller items.

Estate Sales

SALES EVENTS

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise Classified is

CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Loy Freiberger Johnston II
October 16, 1930 - March 25, 2020

Loy “John” Freiberger Johnston’s journey began on October
16, 1930 and ended peacefully in his home on March 25,
2020, surrounded by loved ones.
Born in Glendale, CA., he was the son of Loy and Lottie

Johnston. He spent his childhood in Arcadia with his older
sister Esther, tending to chickens, goats, dogs and horses
across his family’s land. He left high school early to join
the United States Navy, but not before getting stranded in
Jackson Hole Wyoming on a summer road trip with his good
buddy and having to wash dishes in town after their car broke
down hitting a horse. Stationed in Miramar, CA and Japan,
he worked on propeller aircraft as an Aviation Machinist Mate
Petty Officer, 2nd class during the Korean War and played on
his division’s football team.
He returned stateside to work on boats in Newport Harbor,

near a stretch of dunes he often camped at in his youth
during their trolly trips down south for “Bal Week” on Balboa
Peninsula. He also raced cross country motorcycles.One day
he spotted an extra trailer hitch on his best friend Leroy’s little
sister’s car and met his wife, Gettie “Joni” Elwanda Johnston.
He needed the hitch to tow his motorcycle to a race in the
desert so he asked her to come along (then started the race
with her keys still in his pocket). He attended night school to
become a plumber while still working for the phone company
to support his new family. A union man, he did not miss a day
of work. He even worked a half day on their wedding day.

They bought their first house in Costa Mesa in 1957. In the
backyard of that house he laid the groundwork for a pool and
surrounded it with Palos Verdes stone that their three children
would grow up in. He and Joni were avid members of the
Newport Beach Tennis Club, Newport Beach Country Club,
Costa Mesa Country Club and The Crossing Church, where
they met many lifelong friends. His semi-retirement was spent
barbequing for his family and friends, occasionally swapping
a spatula for a ping pong paddle during one of their lively pool
parties. He also spent that time doing day jobs around town
and raising his grandchildren. He and Joni loved traveling to
Maui to visit their son and snorkel with the sea turtles. The
rest of his time was spent doing projects around the house,
using his very green thumb to upkeep a beautiful garden for
his wife, and golfing all over the country with her. They were
married for 59 years.
He is preceded in death by the love of his life, Joni, and

his son, Jack “JEB” Boyd. He is survived by his daughter,
Jill Gracia (Johnston) of Costa Mesa, son, Scott Johnston
(Evelyn) of Maui, two grandchildren, Michael Gracia of
San Diego and Meghan Springer (Chris), and three great
grandsons of Maui, as well as nieces and nephews who will
spend the rest of their lives chasing the legacy of the hardest-
working, humblest man they have ever met. Soft-spoken
and with calloused hands, he loved with his actions as much
as with his words. He always had a glint in his eye and an
appreciation for the little things. To him, nothing was better
than a burger and diet coke in his own backyard—a man truly
content and with a second to spare for anyone who needed
him. He made right and wrong seem simple and treated
everyone he met with kindness and respect.

A memorial to celebrate his life will be held in the near
future when is it safe to gather and travel again.

James Neville Hutchinson
February 6, 1957 - September 24, 2020

NEWPORT BEACH – James Hutchinson, 63, passed away
peacefully on Thursday, September 24 in Newport Beach,
CA, surrounded by his family. He was born February 6, 1957
in Seattle to Robert and Louellyn Hutchinson. Jim worked in
many family businesses, starting with Seattle’s Longacres
Racetrack, and continued in managing family real estate. In
2004 he became CEO of Newport Communications Group, a
family business based in Newport Beach.
He loved spending time with his family and sharing his

passion for cooking with family and friends. He loved being
with his two children, Britton and Isabella, and volunteered
much of his time to supporting their sporting activities, as well
as attending them.
A big part of Jim’s life was Seattle Golf Club, and his love of

golf.He was a member there for 42 years, and Club Champion
in 1987.All the members and staff will miss his sense of humor
and witticisms, both on and off the course.
Jim is survived by Traci Warmington, their daughter

Isabella Warmington and his son Britton Hutchinson. Other
survivors are his sister Mindy (John) Bloomer, brother
Robert Hutchinson, sister Patty Hutchinson and brother Bart
Hutchinson.
In honor of Jim, spend time with your children, take time

with the ones you love, and take a genuine interest in the lives
of strangers. In Jim’s mind we were all friends he had yet to
meet. Make a Mai Tai and toast to enduring friendships; take
time to help someone in need.
In lieu of flowers, please consider making a gift to the

Western Golf Association Evans Scholars Foundation. Jim
believed in the life-changing power of golf and education,
and the Evans Scholars Foundation provides full tuition and
housing college scholarships for deserving young caddies
with limited financial means. Checks can be sent to their
office at 2501 Patriot Blvd., Glenview, IL 60026, or gifts can
be made online to the Evans Scholars Foundation. - https://
wgaesf.org/a-life-changing-opportunity/
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year a program that sup-
ports increased local con-
trol of utility services and
could generate annual net
revenues of $15 million to
$20 million for the JPA.

“The rates and terms of
service are controlled by
the JPA, not by the Public
Utilities Commission,” he

said. “Ratepayers can ad-
dress their grievances di-
rectly at the local level and
not have to go through the
maze of state regulation.”

Community members
speaking in public com-
ments roundly supported
the move.

“Power comes from miles
away, from a vast electrical
system, so if someone far
out there needed to shut
the power off for fire pro-
tection, we’d probably get
shut off, too,” said Hoiyin
Ip, Orange County resident
and co-chair of the Sierra
Club California’s Zero
Waste Committee. “That’s
why we need to have local
power with microgrids.”

Costa Mesa’s Craig Pres-
ton, a member of the Citi-
zen Climate Lobby’s con-
servative caucus, said a
Community Choice pro-

gram would encourage
competition and realize im-
portant cost savings.

“We could stabilize our
energy rates with cleaner,
more affordable energy if
we get involved, instead of
Southern California Edison
continuing to increase rates
for their transmission
lines,” Preston said.

While council members
largely agreed, some looked
askance at Irvine’s JPA
agreement and the imbal-
ance of representation it
proposed.

While Irvine officials
have pitched the program
widely, and cities like Hunt-
ington Beach have consid-
ered joining, none so far
have committed.

City Manager Lori Ann
Farrell Harrison acknowl-
edged timing was an issue,
since the coronavirus pan-

demic pushed back discus-
sions and the receipt of
load data and financial
analysis that would have
come before the Dec. 31
deadline.

“The JPA agreement as
structured is not tenable as
far as I’m concerned, in
terms of making sure we
have an equal voice at the
table,” she said. “It’s going
to take a lot more analysis
— we need to understand
the finances and look
through that analysis to
understand the risks.”

Farrell Harrison stressed
her small three-member
team would be hard-
pressed to do their due dili-
gence on a matter of such
importance in such a short
period of time. Councilman
Allan Mansoor said he was
reluctant to overburden al-
ready busy staff.

As a compromise, Coun-
cilwoman Andrea Marr
proposed seeing whether
the city of Irvine would
help facilitate the procure-
ment of information that
would help city staff run
the numbers, so that the
matter could be continued
to the council’s Nov. 17
meeting.

Farrell Harrison said she
would try her hardest to
make it happen.

“There’s going to be
something else that’s not
going to get done,” she said.
“[But] we’ll see what we can
put together.”

Continued from page A1
ENERGY
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propriate acts toward chil-
dren by other family mem-
bers.

The officers asked Mer-
cado to come outside and
talk with them, who per the
letter, initially agreed to do
so before heading into a
backyard patio and at-
tempting to scale the fence.

Roelofs and Espadas then
grabbed hold of Mercado,
and a third officer, Sgt.
Dave Lima, joined in at-
tempting to prevent Mer-

cado from escaping.
The letter adds that Lima

saw a semi-automatic pis-
tol in Mercado’s right hand
that was pointed at his
midsection below his ballis-
tic vest.

Lima reportedly told in-
vestigators that he could
not fire his weapon without
risking shooting the other
officers. A statement from
Lima in the letter said, “I
thought I’m dead … this
guy is gonna shoot me right
where I don’t have any pro-
tection.”

Upon seeing the weapon,
Lima reportedly said he

yelled, “Gun, gun!” and
then seven shots were fired
in rapid succession.

The letter states that
Mercado’s mother ran past
Roelofs and Espadas to the
side of her son after the in-
cident and took hold of the
gun, and she did not follow
orders to drop the weapon
and come back into the
apartment.

Subsequently, the letter
said that Roelofs fired his
Taser at Mercado’s mother,
hitting her in the upper
torso and leg after she con-
tinually failed to comply
with orders to drop the gun.

Mercado was taken to UC
Irvine Medical Center,
where he was pronounced
dead. The letter said that
the autopsy identified the
cause of death as “multiple
gunshot wounds to the up-
per torso.”

According to the letter,
the district attorney’s office
concluded that Roelofs and
Espadas were legally justi-
fied to believe that Mercado
posed a threat to Lima, to
themselves and to the pub-
lic.

Continued from page A1
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A presentation by Deputy
Supt. Leisa Winston indi-
cated that the district also
plans to offer a full-day
learning center to English
language learners and stu-
dents with disabilities at its
secondary schools, and that
could be available as soon
as Nov. 2.

District staff have identi-
fied roughly 10 students at
Thurston Middle School
and about 15 students at La-
guna Beach High School
that could participate in the
learning center.

In the coming weeks, the
district anticipates the ar-
rival of new technological
equipment, including cam-
eras, that will assist in allow-
ing lessons being taught in a
classroom to be brought to
students in distance learn-
ing simultaneously.

Board member Jan Vick-
ers asked if the teachers
knew about the inclusion of
cameras in lessons and if
they were supportive of that
plan. On both accounts,
Winston said that was the
case.

“I think everyone has a
different comfort level with
technology,” Winston said.
“This is a new experience
for all of our teachers to be
able to teach students who
are at home and students
who are in person, and it re-
quires some kind of creative
thinking [and] lesson de-
sign.”

Distance learning and the
reopening of secondary
schools became a hot-but-
ton issue in town, especially
when it became known that
secondary schools would
not be immediately follow-
ing the district’s elementary
schools in reopening. The
district reopened elementa-
ry school campuses for hy-
brid learning on Oct. 5.

The public comments
carried on for more than 30
minutes. Those in favor of
reopening sooner and pro-
ponents of the distance-
learning model both
chimed in.

Sheri Morgan, a candi-
date for school board, called
the board and district out
for not having documents
attached to the agenda re-
garding the secondary
school reopening item at
the time of the meeting.

“Most definitions of the
word transparency, when
you apply them to a social
setting, include openness,
but it also includes commu-
nication and accountabil-
ity,” Morgan said. “It seems
apparent that the under-
standing of this word, trans-
parent, means one thing to
this board and administra-
tion and another to the
community that funds it.”

Colton Weeks, a senior at
Laguna Beach High School,
said that students are suffer-
ing from not being at school
and that school spirit is
nonexistent.

“Students used to talk
about how great LBHS was
and how it was a perfect ex-
ample of what public
schools could and should be
and what they can be capa-
ble of,” Weeks said. “We
have exceptional standards
of learning, or at least we
used to. Now, all people talk
about is leaving, and I think
that’s horrible.”

Another student got emo-
tional in defending the vir-
tual academy.

“I just wanted to [give] a
huge thank you to all the
people who help make the
virtual academy and the tri-
mester hybrid model hap-
pen because my grades — I
currently have math and
science right now — my
grades have never been bet-
ter,” the student said.

Still, others said the dis-
trict has fallen short in its
communication with its
parents and called into
question the quality of an
education for students at

home.
“They’re not getting an

education, sitting at home,
lacking motivation, being
afraid to ask a question be-
cause asking a question over
Zoom is really difficult,”
Michelle Foley said. “The
whole class hears what you
have to say, and you feel
stupid asking that question,
versus when you’re in-
person, you can go up qui-
etly and ask the teacher,
maybe from a distance, but
the whole class doesn’t have
to hear you.”

The Orange County
Health Care Agency re-
ported four deaths due to
COVID-19, the disease
caused by the coronavirus,
in the latest numbers re-
leased on Saturday. There
have been 1,444 deaths tied
to the virus in the county
since the start of the pan-
demic.

The healthcare agency
also reported 316 new infec-
tions, bringing the total
number of cases county-
wide to 58,326.

Hospitalizations due to
the virus totaled 159 as of
Saturday, with 55 of those
patients being treated in in-
tensive care units.

An additional 10,092 tests
for COVID-19 were reported
within the last day, taking
the cumulative number of
tests administered to
1,055,089. Approximately
52,088 people in the county
have recovered from bat-
tling the virus.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19

deaths for select cities in Or-
ange County:

• Santa Ana: 11,262 cases;
309 deaths

• Anaheim: 9,979 cases;
313 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
2,556 cases; 85 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 1,989 cases;
44 deaths

• Irvine: 1,848 cases; 13
deaths

• Newport Beach: 1,212
cases; 26 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 555
cases; 20 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 242
cases; fewer than five deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 4,310 cases; one
death

• 18 to 24: 8,772 cases; five
deaths

• 25 to 34: 12,514 cases; 19
deaths

• 35 to 44: 9,287 cases; 37
deaths

• 45 to 54: 9,409 cases; 113
deaths

• 55 to 64: 6,989 cases; 201
deaths

• 65 to 74: 3,496 cases; 286
deaths

• 75 to 84: 1,954 cases; 313
deaths

• 85 and older: 1,551
cases; 469 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc.

For information on get-
ting tested, visit occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE LAGUNA BEACH Unified School District board of education approved a plan to have
its secondary school sites reopen for hybrid learning on Nov. 23.

Continued from page A1
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One incident involved an
attacker hurling anti-Latino
slurs while hitting the vic-
tim with a metal pipe. In
another incident, the at-
tacker threatened to “pop”
the victim’s head, while
threatening the person with
anti-Black slurs.

Although Black people
constitute less than 2% of
Orange County’s nearly
3.2 million residents, they
were the most targeted rac-
ial group, according to the
report.

Among the hate crimes
motivated by religious prej-
udice, members of the Jew-
ish community were the
primary targets, represent-
ing about two-thirds of 44
hate incidents, followed by
Catholics, other Christians
and Muslims, according to
the report. Among crimes
related to victims’ sexual
orientation and gender
identity, a majority of the
cases were antigay, followed
by antifemale and anti-
transgender.

In one incident last fall,
Stephanie Camacho-Van
Dyke had been hosting a
meeting for young adults
who are lesbian, gay, bisex-
ual, transgender, queer or
questioning at the LGBTQ
Center OC in Santa Ana
when someone threw a
glass bottle at the building.
It shattered on the pave-
ment outside the meeting
room.

“I had to move them to
safety right away,” Cama-
cho-Van Dyke said in an in-
terview. “I wasn’t sure if
they were going to come
back, and what I would tell
people who aren’t accepting
is that we’re just like every-
one else. We have loving
partners, we have jobs, we
have families. We’re all real
people — we don’t deserve
to have hate and discrimi-
nation.”

Overwhelmingly, hate
crimes occurred in public
places, the report docu-
mented, followed by places
of worship, residences,
school campuses and work-
places and businesses. The
most reported hate-based
criminal offense was van-

dalism, followed by aggra-
vated assaults, simple as-
saults, criminal threats and
harassment.

Perhaps the most visible
hate incident in 2019 hap-
pened at a private party in
March, when a gathering of
Orange County teens raised
their arms in Nazi salutes
while standing around a
cluster of cups arranged in
the shape of a swastika.
Their photo, posted on so-
cial media, unleashed a fire-
storm of national attention,
prompting local Jewish resi-
dents to connect with the
high school students to
help educate them about
the Holocaust and anti-
Semitism.

“We cannot allow fear,
hatred and bigotry to divide
us. We must listen to one
another, communicate re-
spectfully, build bridges of
understanding and support
each other through these
traumatic events,” said
Michael Reynolds, chair of
the Orange County Human
Relations Commission, who
helped to introduce the re-
port.

Officials worry that next
year, the numbers could
spiral higher, exacerbated
by the global pandemic and
the backlash it has triggered
against some ethnic groups.

Victims and their family
members agree.

This past March, Jenny
Hwang was pumping gas in
Fullerton when a stranger
drove by, cursing at her
from his car.

“F— Chinese! Co-
ronavirus!” he yelled.

Shocked, she jumped into
the driver’s seat and fol-
lowed his vehicle along Har-
bor Boulevard, just in time
to take a snapshot of his li-
cense plate. Back home, her
husband later alerted the
police to ask for help.

“We were so sad they
could not do anything be-
cause according to them,
the man was inside his car,”
Simon Hwang said. “I don’t
understand why police can-
not track him down to give
him a verbal warning.
Things like this should ne-
ver happen and the more
people who report it, the
more attention it will get so
others realize this is wrong.”

In May, Lauren Johnson-
Norris, an Irvine attorney
specializing in child welfare,
was conducting a Zoom
webinar on parenting dur-
ing the pandemic. Sud-
denly, two men using ali-
ases interrupted the dia-
logue, one of them asking
questions about abortion
before the other started
spewing profanity, then
projected a red swastika on
the screen. She struggled to
mute them online.

“It was certainly chilling,”
she recalled. “Because we
were live, the important
thing to do was to remain
calm, to reiterate to anyone
watching that we will not
tolerate hate and anti-Semi-
tism in our city. In fact, hate
... never has been wel-
comed in the county —
ever.”

Continued from page A1
HATE

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

GIDEONBERNSTEIN, left, andJeannePepperBernstein,
center, speakduring theOrangeCountyHumanRelations
annualhate crime report event in IrvineonSept. 26, 2019.Their
son,BlazeBernstein,was stabbed todeath in January2018.

ANH DO is a staff writer with
the Los Angeles Times.
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Tradition can be tough to part
with for some.

In the cross-country community,
it was noticeable when the CIF
Southern Section postseason races
had to move from Mt. San Antonio
College to the Riverside City Cross-
Country Course.

The first couple of years following
the change, the Riverside venue had
its detractors. Some deemed the
course too flat to crown a true
champion of cross-country. How
would the teams that advanced to
the CIF State championship meet
prepare for a course with more hills
like Fresno’s Woodward Park?

Furthermore, there was a ques-
tion of how to keep the dirt on the
former golf course at bay.

With construction on the new
Hilmer Lodge Stadium at Mt. SAC
complete, the section’s postseason
meets will once again be held at its
traditional home on the famed hills
of the Mt. SAC course for the first
time since 2015.

Sage Hill cross-country coach
Nate Miller has long appreciated
what the Mt. SAC course means to
the sport, and he is excited about
going back. He said his teams have
not missed the regular-season Mt.
SAC Invitational since 2001.

“There’s a longstanding tradition
there, and I think our training in-
volves a lot of hills, and so I think it’s
well-suited for the training that we
do,” Miller said. “I won’t miss Riv-
erside a ton, I would guess, and I am
looking forward to going back to Mt.
SAC.”

For teams on the fringe of qualifi-
cation, it comes at a cost. The start-
ing line at Riverside accommodated
24 teams plus boxes for individual
qualifiers.

Upon CIF’s return to Mt. SAC, the
field for each divisional final will go
back to 16 teams.

“I think a lot of us have gotten
used to that idea of 24 teams,” Edi-
son cross-country coach Brian Bri-
erly said. “The opportunity to be
able to run at finals, it obviously in-
creased a lot more, and made it not
as cutthroat. Obviously, going back
to Mt. SAC puts a big damper on
that.”

Brierly said he wondered if there
was a number between 16 and 24
that would work at Mt. SAC that
would allow for programs that were
previously viewed as bubble teams
to have something to shoot for.

In conjunction with the more ex-
clusive field for the section champi-
onship races, it will now be more
difficult for teams to secure an at-
large berth into the CIF preliminar-
ies.

If a team failed to secure an auto-
matic bid through its league finals
meet last season, it had to have ap-
peared in the top 16 twice in the fi-
nal four sets of rankings released by
the section.

For the upcoming season, the
standard will stiffen to being inside
the top 13 of at least two of the last
four installments of divisional rank-
ings.

Under the revised CIF sports cal-
endar, the section preliminaries are
scheduled to take place March 12-
13, the CIF finals March 20 and the
state championship meet March 27.

The Riverside course did serve as
the site of some remarkable per-
formances by local teams. In 2018,
the Laguna Beach boys’ cross-coun-
try team won the Division 4 cham-
pionship before going on to take the
Division IV state title.

In 2017, the Ocean View boys’
cross-country team advanced to the
state meet for the first time in the
program’s history. Senior Parker
Walpole is the last remaining mem-
ber of the starting seven for that
Seahawks team.

While the Seahawks saw success
with back-to-back state-qualifying
performances at Riverside, Walpole,
who has never run on the Mt. SAC
course, is looking forward to the
challenge of trying to make a more
exclusive field for the CIF finals.

“It makes getting there feel a lot
better,” Walpole said. “With only 16
teams and you make it, you really
feel like you belong there and that
you have a good squad.

“Definitely being on the border
[makes you] a little nervous, but
then, I just think it kind of makes
you want to work harder and get af-
ter it more because there aren’t
those eight extra spots to have.”

CROSS-COUNTRY

With return
of Mt. SAC, a
tougher path
to CIF finals
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

The Orange County North vs.
South All-Star Classic high
school football game could be
played in May, Costa Mesa
United Vice President Ron Am-
burgey said Wednesday.

Costa Mesa United, a non-
profit group that champions
and has contributed more than
$1.2 million for youth sports in
Costa Mesa since 2005, is the or-
ganizer of the Orange County
All-Star Classic. The showcase
had traditionally been held in
the summer before it came
under Costa Mesa United’s con-
trol in 2017.

Costa Mesa United President
Gordon Bowley said the organi-
zation had discussion of a May
or June date for the competition
at a recent board meeting, but
no firm plan is in place, owing
to the fluidity of the coronavirus
pandemic and its impact on
sporting events.

The virus resulted in the can-
cellation of numerous high
school all-star competitions for
the class of 2020 during the
spring and summer.

Adjustments have been made
in the hopes that conditions
may allow for a regular season
and playoffs to occur under a
modified calendar.

For football, the CIF Southern
Section is scheduled to permit
teams to practice beginning
Dec. 14.

Section championships
would take place April 9-10, and
state championships would be

held April 16-17, should condi-
tions allow for the season to go
on as scheduled.

Costa Mesa United hosted the
61st annual Orange County All-
Star Classic at Orange Coast Col-
lege on Jan. 25, following the
conclusion of the season.

“We did it quick last year be-
cause the players were still in
shape,” Bowley said. “We got a
better response because the
longer the players don’t play, the
less shape they’re in, and then
they’re vulnerable for injury.”

Corona del Mar football
coach Dan O’Shea said he be-
lieves that having the all-star
game close to the end of the
season helps to make the event
a successful one.

“I could not recommend it
enough that they play it as close
to the end of the season as pos-
sible, not only for the kids being
in shape, but I think interest in
the game is more a focus at that
point,” O’Shea said. “I think it
gets lost in the summer, and by
the time these kids graduate
school and are in summer, most
of them are now focused on go-
ing to college and having fun
during the summer and practic-
ing.”

Should fans not be allowed to
attend the game, Bowley said
the organization is looking at
other ways to make the event a
productive experience for the
players.

“We would make it a scouts’
football game,” Bowley said.
“We would get all the scouts
from the major university

leagues like the Pac-12 and the
others and ask the scouts to
come down and watch the kids,
and that would be productive
for the kids, as well as the
scouts. We could probably get a
minimum of 50 scouts to come
in from the teams and have a
look at these kids.”

In an all-star game, the num-
ber of snaps for an individual to
showcase their talents could be
limited, especially at a position
group with limited spots like
quarterback. O’Shea had an idea
for getting the athletes exposure
beyond the game itself.

“I think if they advertised it
and then make the practices
available for the recruiters or
coaches to attend, that would be
perfect,” O’Shea said.

At the state level, the CIF is

taking measures to give high
school athletes an opportunity
to participate in all-star events
despite changes in the sports
calendar necessitated by the
virus.

CIF executive director Ron
Nocetti issued a notice on
Oct. 15 stating that graduating
seniors could compete in high
school all-star games prior to
the last section or state contest
in their sport for the current
school year only.

Local school districts and
schools, leagues and CIF sec-
tions maintain the right to for-
mulate more restrictive rules
than the guidance provided by
the CIF State office.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

County All-Star game could be played in May

Photo by Drew A. Kelley

LA HABRA HIGH’S Kristopher Koontz reels in a long pass for a
first down during the Orange County North vs. South All-Star
Classic at Orange Coast College in Costa Mesa on Jan. 25.
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Ben Jacobs started the summer baseball
game by walking the first two batters, then
he looked to his dugout for help.

Was this the incoming sophomore left-
handed pitcher who was supposed to con-
tribute to the Huntington Beach High base-
ball team? Longtime coach Benji Medure
wasn’t sure.

“I yanked him out of the game,” Medure
said. “I’m just like, ‘I’m done with you, man.
You’re not pitching for us.’ I basically wrote
him off.”

Jacobs had the stuff but lacked confidence
and maturity, Medure said, in the summer
of 2019. Perhaps some of that was adjusting
to pitching at the varsity level for Jacobs, a
former star in Huntington Valley Little
League. Perhaps some of that was out of his
control.

Jacobs lacked male role models in his life.
That can happen when you have two moth-
ers, like he does.

His mothers, Karynne and Perri, have
been together for 21 years. They got married
in 2014, when it became legal to do so. Ben
Jacobs has three older stepsiblings from Per-
ri’s previous marriage, including two step-
brothers. Ben himself was born through ar-
tificial insemination from an anonymous
donor, Karynne said.

The family atmosphere that Medure has
led the Oilers with for the last two decades
means even more to someone like Ben
Jacobs.

“Perri and I are very grateful for all of the
incredible male role model coaches he has

had,” Karynne Jacobs said.
Most importantly, Ben has put in the

work. Just more than a year later, he has also
made his college choice. Now a junior, he re-
cently verbally committed to the UC Irvine
baseball program.

With Medure still having reservations,
Jacobs never made it to the varsity team last
spring as a sophomore. But he did become a
top option on junior varsity, where he
pitched a no-hitter against JSerra on
March 4. He was lined up to be the junior
varsity starting pitcher in the Oilers’ first
Surf League game against Edison before the
coronavirus pandemic hit.

Since it did, Jacobs never stopped work-
ing. He has trained with Josh Reidt in Costa
Mesa a few times a week since May, and his
fastball now sits at 85-86 miles per hour,
topping out at 88.

Former professional pitcher Blake
Hawksworth, who threw for the Cardinals
and Dodgers from 2009 to 2011, is Jacobs’
current pitching coach.

“My goal is to try to touch a nine, 89 or 90,
by December,” said Jacobs, who has grown
into a 6-foot-tall, 180-pound frame. “If
someone saw me at the beginning of my
sophomore year, they would not expect me
to be where I am now.”

UC Irvine checks all of the boxes for
Jacobs, who was recently an all-tournament
team selection at the Perfect Game World
Wood Bat Assn. World Championship in
Florida earlier this month.

“It was already in my top three schools,
before I even knew they were interested in
me,” he said. “The coaches [including head

coach Ben Orloff, 33, an Anteaters alumnus
who helped lead the team to the 2007 Col-
lege World Series and its first Big West Con-
ference title in 2009] are young. They’re
some of the younger coaches in college
baseball, and I can really relate to them.”

Life is good nowadays for Jacobs. The
family roots for the Los Angeles Dodgers,
who have made it to the World Series for the
third time in four years.

They also root for Ben, who has grown
into the promise he showed in those Hunt-
ington Valley Little League days when he
was coached by men like Keith Kaub.

Kaub, who played first base at Cal State
Fullerton during the 1980s, would certainly
have been proud of how far Ben Jacobs has
come. Kaub died last year at age 55 after a
heart attack. Jacobs helped Huntington Val-
ley Little League beat favored Ocean View
2-1 in a District 62 Majors Division All-Stars
semifinal game in 2017. He went 51⁄3 innings
as the starting pitcher.

He said he wants to possibly be a baseball
announcer on television in the future. Sto-
ries like his will always remain ripe for the
telling.

“It’s a good story in the sense that he was
buried,” Medure said. “We buried him be-
cause he was immature … and to his credit,
he really did change. He changed his work
ethic, he changed how he was as a leader, he
changed how he was as a teammate, and
now he is where he is. I’m proud of how far
he’s come.”

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
HUNTINGTONBEACHHigh juniorBenJacobs,whocommitted toUC Irvine,pitchedano-hitter against JSerraonMarch4 for theOilers’ juniorvarsity.

H.B. pitcher Jacobs commits to UCI
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