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Choosing UCI Health for
cancer care gave us mom back.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation. Models used for illustrative purposes.

Grant funding for a program
that serves as an alternative to in-
carceration for young first-time
offenders of minor crimes in
Costa Mesa, Irvine, Newport
Beach, Westminster, Orange and
La Habra ends Feb. 28.

A Youth Reinvestment Grant
from the Board of State and Com-
munity Corrections had allowed
the cities to contract with the
nonprofit Waymakers for the past
3½ years. The organization runs
initiatives to benefit victims of
crimes and other campaigns in
addition to youth diversion pro-
grams.

Costa Mesa Police Lt. Ed Everett
said the “services Waymakers of-
fer are evidence based, communi-
ty based, trauma informed and
culturally relevant.”

The programs give kids and
teens charged with misdemean-
ors like shoplifting, trespassing,
vandalism, simple assault, theft or
drug and alcohol use an opportu-

Funding
ending
for youth
diversion
program
The nonprofit serving 6
O.C. cities gives young
first-time offenders of
minor crimes an
alternative to jail time.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Program, page A8

S teven “Scotty” Lang was
just 16 years old when he
collapsed and died at a

football practice in the fall of
1999.

Lang was a junior at Fountain
Valley High, and a lineman on
the football team. At the time,
the reason for his death was

considered unknown.
But the Morrell family, which

has lost several members due to
sudden cardiac arrest, had a
good idea what had happened to
Scotty. Although they were not
related to him, Chuck Morrell, a
former football player-turned-
actor who lived across the street

from the high school at the time
of the teen’s death, phoned his
daughter Holly.

Lang died on Nov. 15, 1999 —
Holly Morrell’s birthday. But that
wasn’t the only reason she felt
called to action.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACH resident Holly Morrell's nonprofit Heartfelt Screenings is dedicated to saving lives from sudden cardiac arrest, through early
detection, education and increased public awareness. Heartfelt has provided screenings to more than 55,000 student-athletes, children and adults.

On a Heartfelt mission
Holly Morrell is the
mastermind behind
a nonprofit that has
provided thousands of
cardiac screenings.
BYMATT SZABO

See Heartfelt, page A9

Theodore Robins was
working in a small auto re-
pair shop on the Balboa
Peninsula in 1923, when
two men walked in and
pitched him on a job op-
portunity.

Ford Motor Co. which
had begun producing Mod-
el T vehicles for the Ameri-
can market some 15 years
earlier, was seeking to ex-
pand by offering franchise
agreements. The two entre-
preneurs were looking to
open a dealership and
needed a mechanic.

Robins, who’d served as a
pilot during World War I,

flew planes as a fire spotter
up north and later trans-
ferred his skills with a
wrench to the still-nascent
automobile, seemed like a
perfect candidate.

But he himself envi-
sioned a different future.

“He packed up his shop,
drove to L.A. and came
back with the Ford fran-
chise,” grandson Dave re-
called in a recent interview.

“Those gentlemen came
back around and said, ‘Hey,
we understand you already
got the franchise.’ Grand-
pa’s response was, ‘If it was
going to be a good deal for
you, it’s going to be a better
deal for me.’”

Truer words had never
been spoken. The franchise
agreement was signed Feb.
7, 1923, and one week later,
Robins sold his first Model
T for $637.10 — it would be
the first deal brokered in a
century of sales that would
follow.

From that transaction
Theodore Robins Ford grew
by leaps and bounds, keep-
ing pace with a national
fascination with automo-
biles and the opportunities
for expansion and adven-
ture they afforded.

Robins moved the busi-
ness in 1928 to a larger

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

JIM AND DAVID ROBINS, from left, celebrated the 100th anniversary of Theodore Robins
Ford in Costa Mesa in a Feb. 7 celebration that included members of Ford Motor Co.

Passion steers C.M. Ford
dealership into 100th year
BY SARA CARDINE

See Year, page A4

White Russian cocktails
flowed and bathrobe-
wearing moviegoers milled
around the lobby of the
Frida Cinema on Feb. 21
for a 7:30 p.m. showing of
“The Big Lebowski.” The
themed movie party cele-
brated the theater’s nine-
year anniversary.

Located on 4th Street in
Downtown Santa Ana, the
Frida Cinema is Orange
County’s only 501(c)(3)
nonprofit art house thea-
ter.

“Our mission is to en-
rich, connect and educate
communities through the
art of cinema,” said Logan

Crow, executive director
for the Frida Cinema. “We
are basically a safe space
and cultural center.”

The Frida Cinema is a
humble theater, with two
screens and a small snack
bar where popcorn and a
soda are still priced under
$10. While it may not have
the plush reclining seats
found at some of Orange
County’s larger multiplex
theaters, patrons say the
Frida has something more.

“The movies that they
play are classics that you
can’t see anywhere else,”
said Holly Marshall, stand-
ing in line with her friend
Chris Ciscanada.

The Frida screens more

than two dozen curated
films monthly, ranging
from award-winning clas-
sics to audience-favorite
cult films. On any given
night, you might find a for-
eign film, an under-the-
radar independent short
or a buzz-generating ana-
log horror film like 2022’s
“Skinamarink.” Screening
the Coen brothers’ film
about the Dude and his
bowling buddies seeking
compensation for a rug
that really tied the room
together from a bunch of
nihilists is an example of
the cult favorites with a fan
base the theater is partial

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

GUESTS LINE up outside the Frida Cinema during the theater’s ninth anniversary
celebration on Tuesday, Feb. 21 in Santa Ana.

The Frida Cinema abides as
it approaches its first decade
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Decade, page A2
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Choosing UCI Health for
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Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation. Models used for illustrative purposes.

to. The Frida Cinema
abides.

Besides regular show-
ings, the theater hosts mul-
tiday film festivals, sup-
ports filmmakers and part-
ners with fellow cultural,
nonprofit and educational
organizations in Santa Ana
and beyond.

“We take a curatorial and
mission-based approach to
arts programming,” said
Crow.

It isn’t uncommon for
the Frida to accompany
cinematic offerings with
other arts programming,
like discussions, live music,
art shows and other inter-
active activities.

Tuesday night’s white
Russian cocktails, the pre-
ferred beverage of the
Dude, were provided by
Santa Ana’s local Blinking
Owl Distillery for 21 and
over guests, while a free
soda was offered to under-
age audience members.

Outside in front of the
theater, local artist Roger
Reyes led an activity featur-
ing coloring sheets drawn
by Reyes depicting the
Dude, Walter and Donny,
other characters in the
movie.

Allen and Valerie Schi-
ano, dressed as the Strang-
er and the Dude from the
movie, were happy to be at
the Frida theater on Tues-
day night, even though
Allen quipped they don’t
really care for white Rus-
sians.

“This is something, now
that we are retired, we have
time to do,” said Valerie.

“We can explore the Frida
theater and all the offerings
they have.”

The almost decade-long
run for the theater hasn’t
been without its chal-
lenges.

“It has been an incred-
ibly hard time for arts ven-
ues in general, but certainly
movie theaters,” Crow said.

The rise of streaming
platforms has made it
harder for any movie thea-
ter, art house or otherwise,
to survive, and the pan-
demic left theaters seats
empty for nearly two years.

“We have a lot of work to
do to climb out of the hole
that was left by COVID, in
terms of our plans for
growth and our expansion
of programming,” Crow

said.
Crow is encouraged on

nights like the anniversary
party, however, when tick-
ets sell out and patrons
who are visiting for the first
time or the 100th come to
see a film.

“I am insanely grateful to
the community,” Crow said.

During the pandemic,
the Frida hosted drive-in
movies for a year and half.
Getting the program to-
gether in one month is
among the feats Crow said
he is most proud of in the
theater’s history.

“We worked really
quickly to make that hap-
pen,” Crow said of the out-
door movie screenings,
where the audiences
watched from their vehi-

cles. “I wanted to keep the
mission going and keep the
staff engaged.

“I think what was the
most rewarding for me was
when we would hear back
from people, saying this is
the first time me and my
family have gone out since
March, this is the first time
I saw my neighbor since
March, or my family all
came out in different cars
so we could see each other,
or even this is the first
drive-in my kids have been
to … all the feedback
meant an incredible deal to
us.”

The Frida runs mainly on
a staff of young volunteers,
and Crow said he also feels
a sense of pride when he
learns that those young

volunteers have gone on to
film school.

“I have a lot of volunteers
that started here during
their first or second year of
high school, who we still
keep in touch with, who are
in London and San Fran-
cisco and working in film
or working in movie thea-
ters,” Crow said. “I always
love hearing that.”

Creating experiences
that lead to a life-long love
of film is part of why inde-
pendent theaters are so im-
portant, Crow said. The
sense of community when
audience members take in
a film together can’t always
be replicated by watching a
movie on a phone.

“I have a love/hate rela-
tionship with streaming
cinema,” said Crow. “When
I say love, it’s because you
now have access at home
to incredible films and TV
shows from around the
world that once upon a
time would have been
struggling to find a way to
make it to a Western audi-
ence. Now it’s at the touch
of your fingers.”

Crow admits there is val-
ue to that accessibility, but
he worries about what gets
lost when films are con-
sumed in a ways that are

less focused.
“Being in a community

and taking in the arts, in
this case a film, allows you
to be immersed and give
yourself over to the artist,”
said Crow. “You can’t get up
and do dishes or answer
the phone … you take that
journey without distrac-
tion.”

When you take in a film
fully, the impact has a bet-
ter chance of landing, Crow
said. When you take in a
film with others who are
feeling that same impact
with you, it can land even
more powerfully.

“The shared experience
of everyone laughing to-
gether, everyone crying to-
gether, everyone being
scared together … there is
an energy in the room that
is very specifically only
found by being around
other people.”

Protecting that feeling is
why Crow hopes the Frida
Cinema will be here for
more years to come.

“I am just grateful to be
able to celebrate nine years
with optimism towards
year 10,” Crow said.

Continued from page A1
DECADE

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

ALLEN AND Valerie Schiano, as the Stranger and the Dude from “The Big Lebowski,” attend
the ninth anniversary of the Frida Cinema, where the movie was shown Feb. 21.

KAY
MOHAMMAD,
left, and Cody
Ree drink white
Russians in
honor of the
movie “The Big
Lebowski” at the
Frida Cinema.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Laguna Beach will as-
sume control of the
beaches in South Laguna
from the county of Orange
on Wednesday, and city of-
ficials recently provided an
update on the preparations
and set some ground rules
for the impending takeover.

The city plans to keep the
hours of the newly acquired
beaches consistent with the
prior determinations of the
county. Aliso, Camel Point,
Laguna Royale, Table Rock
and West Street beaches
will be closed from 10 p.m.
to 6 a.m. nightly. Thousand
Steps Beach will close an
hour earlier, at 9 p.m.

Aside from Thousand
Steps Beach, dogs will be
allowed at all times, except
during the summer. Dogs
will be prohibited on those
South Laguna beaches from
June 15 to Sept. 10 between
9 a.m. and 6 p.m.

With Aliso Beach coming
under city control, the
council opted to allow resi-
dents with shoppers park-
ing permits to use both the
coastal and inland lots. The
parking lots at Aliso Beach
total 290 spaces, 172 of
which are on the coastal
side of South Coast High-
way.

The council appropriated
$108,000 from the South La-
guna fund for the installa-
tion of six new pay stations
and parking signage in the
Aliso Beach parking area.
Rates will be $2.50 per hour
and $20 per day from Labor
Day to late June. During the
summer, the parking cost
will be $3 per hour and $24
for the day.

“I think we initiated this
over two years ago, began
this process of trying to
make this happen, and
everybody said it would ne-
ver happen,” Mayor Bob
Whalen said of the transfer
of South Laguna beaches to
the city. “... We kept at it,
and it happened, and it
happened on great terms
for the city. I’m a firm be-
liever this is the best move
we’ve made with respect to
these beaches in a long

time. We got a good
amount of money from the
county to address the
needs.”

Whalen thanked the city
departments that assisted
in bringing the South La-
guna beaches under local
control.

“I think it’s the right thing
for our community to pro-
vide this level of service,
uniformly, up and down the
city to all our residents, in-
cluding the residents of
South Laguna. … There’s
going to be some bumps
along the way. This thing is
not going to be seamless. I
just ask everybody to recog-
nize that, be patient, … give
us feedback, let us hear the
concerns, and then we got
a great staff here that can
work on solutions to make
things work. … Let’s have a

good summer.”
A March 14 meeting is

being planned between city
staff and South Laguna resi-
dents to learn more about
operational issues at the ac-
quired beaches.

The council approved the
cooperative transfer agree-
ment with the county on
Nov. 15. The county agreed
to pay $22 million to the
city for the assumption of
capital improvement,
maintenance and opera-
tions costs related to prop-
erties and services in South
Laguna.

Laguna Beach will con-
duct marine safety opera-
tions at South Laguna
beaches. Marine Safety
Chief Kevin Snow said the
city has recruited 25 new
ocean lifeguards to achieve
base level staffing, while

that number will need to
increase to 50 additional
seasonal lifeguards to meet
peak staffing needs for the
summer.

Six additional lifeguard
towers have been ordered,
including the Pride Tower
to be installed at West
Street.

Council members also
set aside $78,000 from the
South Laguna fund for ad-
ditional marine safety
equipment, including an
automated external defib-
rillator, a navigation system
for rescue vessels and a
drone.

The panel also approved
the addition of an equip-
ment operator and a main-
tenance worker, with those
two positions expected to
carry a combined cost
$225,000 annually.

SKIMBOARDING
CONSIDERATIONS

The South Laguna
beaches discussion drew a
contingent of skimboard-
ers. An urgency ordinance
passed by the council Tues-
day designated areas where
surfing could occur in
South Laguna, but the
skimboarding community
wished to be more flexible
with the areas for skim-
ming.

“The ask has been not to
create rigid zones where …
the skimming is going to
occur, but to take into ac-
count the changing topo-
graphy of the beach, sand
shift, flow direction and
everything else,” Snow said.
“It’s obviously going to take
a little more staff time, but
clearly skimming is very
important to the communi-

ty in South Laguna and the
community as a whole.

“We have partnered with
who we believe is repre-
senting the skimming com-
munity to come up with a
process for the summer
that will allow us to do just
that. What’s been happen-
ing over the course of time
is these areas, they exist or-
ganically, so people come,
they figure out where the
best place to skim is, and
then they just start skim-
ming. Aliso has a marked
area, but some of the other
beaches don’t, so what’s go-
ing to happen is once those
areas are designated, sign-
age will be put out so that
everybody knows where the
skimming area is.”

Laguna Beach set to manage South Laguna beaches

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A VIEW from the bluff in South Laguna on Sept. 22. Laguna Beach will assume ownership of South Laguna beaches from the county of Orange on March 1.

BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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Choosing UCI Health
for cancer care gave
us mom back.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

There’s no greater feeling than knowing you’ve chosen
the best place to help you beat cancer. At UCI Health,
we treat more patients with cancer and more complex
cases than any other hospital in the region. And with
world-class comprehensive cancer care within your
reach, the words “cancer-free” are even closer.

NCI
Designated

Comprehensive
Cancer Center

Models used for illustrative purposes.
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High-5 from UNIFY!

5.00%APY*
15-MONTH
CERTIFICATE

Limited Time Offer.
Learn more about joining UNIFY

and this offer at
UnifyFCU.com/Save15
or visit your local UNIFY branch.

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Rate effective as of
January 5, 2023. Must be funded with a minimum of
$500. Fees or withdrawals may reduce earnings on
account and penalty may be imposed for early withdrawal.
UNIFY membership required, which includes opening a
membership share savings of at least $5. Offer subject to
change without notice and may end at any time.
Insured by NCUA.

UnifyFCU.com | 877.254.9328
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building in Newport Beach,
across from what is today
the Crab Cooker, then up-
graded to a larger property
on Coast Highway in 1955.

In 1966, the family pur-
chased a 10-acre parcel in
Costa Mesa surrounded by
bean fields. The area was
largely vacant, aside from
another dealership down
the road, but quickly filled
in as more commercial
businesses cropped up on
Harbor Boulevard.

By then, Theo was work-
ing alongside his son Theo-
dore Jr., who went by “Bob”
to eliminate confusion. The
younger Robins worked on
weekends and during sum-
mer breaks from school, fer-
rying parts and eventually
working in the lube shop,
parts department, body
shop, then in sales.

When Bob was a teenager
in the 1940s and looking for
a set of wheels, he talked his
dad into selling him a 1914
Model T. He drove it to class
at Newport Harbor High
School and, as promised,
sold it back to his father at
cost when he was done. Bob
ran the dealership right up
until his passing in 2016.

Today, the vintage vehicle
— lovingly restored to its
original condition by his
own sons, Jim and Dave,
just in time for the dealer-
ship’s 75th anniversary in
1998 — still stands on dis-
play inside the showroom.

“So the story goes,
Grandpa sold it to him for
what we were in it for, so he
bought it and it’s been here
ever since,” Jim said in a re-
cent tour of the Costa Mesa
dealership, which played
host to a 100th anniversary
celebration on Feb. 7.

More than 200 people
turned out for the centenni-
al celebration, including
corporate officers from Ford
Motor Co. who made the
trip from Dearborn, Mich.
Attendees enjoyed a display
of family and Ford artifacts
laid out for the occasion.

The party was organized
by elder brother Jim, 62,
who serves as president of
the dealership and 60-year-
old Dave, vice president.

Like their father, the broth-
ers began doing odd jobs at
the company as children
and moved up through ev-
ery department on the way
to administration.

In addition to a strong
work ethic, Dave and Jim
acknowledge their forebears
taught them the importance
of treating customers and
employees with respect and
volunteering locally.

“One thing they’ve in-
stilled in me is just being
part of the community,”
Dave said. “The other thing
is giving back.”

Collectively, members of
the Robins family have been
involved in Hoag Hospitals’
552 Club support group, the
Newport Harbor and Costa
Mesa chambers of com-
merce, the American Le-
gion, the YMCA and Boys
and Girls Club, the Ex-
change Club of Newport
Harbor, the Orange County
Auto Dealers Assn. and nu-
merous other organizations.

“We’d decided a year ago,
when we started planning
this, that we wanted to give
back to the community,”
Jim said. “So, we decided for
every car we sold we would
put $100 in a pot, in the
hopes we’d be able to put
together $100,000 by our
100th anniversary — we
blew right past that and had
$125,000 that were able to
give 10 charities.”

The recent milestone was
also recognized Tuesday by
Costa Mesa City Council
members, who offered a
proclamation and shared a
brief history of the family-
owned business, which pre-

dates the city’s incorpora-
tion in 1953.

“It’s wonderful to have a
business that lasts 100 years.
It’s another thing to have a
family business that lasts
100 years,” said Mayor John
Stephens. “You stand on the
shoulders of family who, I’m
sure, are very proud at this
moment and looking down
on you with great pride at
the legacy they’ve created.”

That legacy may continue
through a fourth generation.
Dave’s daughter, Ashley Far-
rell, works as a compliance
manager for the company,
while oldest daughter Nic-
ole Boukather, who sold
cars before having kids, has
expressed a desire to return
to the showroom.

Today, the Robins broth-
ers are steering the dealer-
ship as the industry evolves.
California has vowed to sell
only 100% emission free ve-
hicles by 2035, which could
signal the end of the com-
bustion engine’s long reign
in the industry.

To an extent, the brothers
embrace change (Dave
drives an electric Ford
F-150). But some things,
they say, will never change,
like their father and grand-
father’s belief that if you
take care of your customers
and employees, they’ll take
care of your business.

“I can’t think of anything
I’d do differently,” Jim said.

“If it’s been successful all
these years,” Dave agreed.
“Don’t fix something that’s
not broken.”

Continued from page A1
YEAR

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

AN UNDATED photo shows Theodore "Bob" Robins Jr.
standing next to a Model-T Ford in Newport Beach.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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949-371-8819

949-371-8819

(Must mention RSVP Code LTK0226

RSVP Code LTK0226

FREE LUNCH SEMINARS TO BE HELD AT:
YORBA LINDA

MIMI’S CAFE
18342 Imperial Hwy. Yorba

Linda, CA 92886

11:00 AM
FRIDAY, MARCH 10

FOUNTAIN VALLEY
MIMI’S CAFE

18461 Brookhurst St. Fountain
Valley, CA 92708

11:00 AM
FRIDAY, MARCH 17

TUSTIN
CITRUS CAFE

1481 EdingerAve. Tustin, CA
92780

11:00 AM
FRIDAY,MARCH 3
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

In accordance with the provisions of State law, there being due and unpaid charges for which
the undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods hereinafter
described and stored at the Life Storage location(s) listed below:
LS #514, 8041 Edinger Ave, Westminster, CA 92683, 714-841-4119
Eda Powell Hsld gds/Furn
Leo Carver Hsld gds/Furn
Akeen Mapp Hsld gds/Furn
Terry Denapoli Hsld gds/Furn
Lucio Gomez Hsld gds/Furn
Christy Boolen Hsld gds/Furn
Manuel Ortiz Hsld gds/Furn
nathan latterner Hsld gds/Furn,Art
Ashley Heath Hsld gds/Furn
Phil Guzman Hsld gds/Furn
Brian Keidser Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Michael Wilkinson Hsld gds/Furn
Jeffrey Blackburn Hsld gds/Furn
Kindra Ross Hsld gds/Furn
Gerald Robinson Hsld gds/Furn
LS #527, 3190 Pullman St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714-979-4100
Sean Burke Hsld gds/Furn
Sean Burke Hsld gds/Furn
Gary Harmon Office Furn/Mach/Equip
Landmark Mortgage Hsld gds/Furn
Ryan Lucas Hsld gds/Furn
Ashley Tucker TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces,Office Furn/Mach/Equip
Yale Liu Hsld gds/Furn
LS #529, 10025Muirlands Blvd, Irvine, CA 92618, 949-768-8051
Ross Dettorre Inventory
Julian Lanci Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
LS #536, 24781 Clinton Keith Rd. Wildomar, CA 92595, 951-304-3700
Jesus Cubacub Hsld gds/Furn
Jason Salazar Hsld gds/Furn
Josh Villa Hsld gds/Furn
James Joaquin Hsld gds/Furn
Aaron Maclean Tools/Applnces
Aaron Maclean Hsld gds/Furn
Katie Everswick Hsld gds/Furn
Benjamin Mireles Hsld gds/Furn
Benjamin Mireles Hsld gds/Furn
Margaret-Juanita Hambry Hsld gds/Furn
Benny Broughton Hsld gds/Furn
LS #605, 17392Murphy Ave, Irvine, CA 92614, 949-222-0270
Pedro Tlatenchi Hsld gds/Furn
Christopher Covington Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Vicki Jones Boxes,Bikes
Ryan Mortazavi Tools/Applnces
Steven Verdick Hsld gds/Furn
Jeffery Dennis Hsld gds/Furn
Robert Lawson Hsld gds/Furn
Sean Welch Hsld gds/Furn
LS #670, 240 Hidden Valley Parkway Norco, CA 92860, 951-808-9400
Tyrone Richardson Hsld gds/Furn
Kenneth Pratlow Hsld gds/Furn
Ivan Alejo Hsld gds/Furn
Haley Savin Hsld gds/Furn
John E Harris Jr Hsld gds/Furn
Daniella Mclean Hsld gds/Furn,Misc
Thomas Marcus Hsld gds/Furn
Shanna Velasquez Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Candace R Massia Hsld gds/Furn,Totes
Jimmy Paredes Hsld gds/Furn
Casey Coleman Hsld gds/Furn
Darren Handy Hsld gds/Furn
Dakota Brown Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Terry L Bradshaw Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Jorge A Parada Hsld gds/Furn
John Anderson Hsld gds/Furn
Robert Orcasitas Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces,Off Furn/Mach/

Equip,Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip
Jeffrey L Dussault Hsld gds/Furn
Vincente M Diaz Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip,Tools/Applnces
LS #961, 4 Orion, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, 949-484-7535
Adam Lewis Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Lydiette Glover Hsld gds/Furn
Hortencia Najera Hsld gds/Furn
Michelle Najera Hsld gds/Furn
Tricia Santacangelo Hsld gds/Furn
Lydia Cereno Hernandez Hsld gds/Furn
Glenn Armstrong Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces
LS #1120 999 E. Mission Rd, SanMarcos, CA 92069, 760-539-3180
Dwayne Mumford Hsld gds/Furn
Emmanuel Soteras Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Benny Huntsinger Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces,

Lndscpng/Constrctn equip
Arnulfo Orihuela Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1121, 11215 Indiana Ave, Riverside, CA 92503, 951-848-3835
Gabriel Valdez Hsld gds/Furn
Veronica Cowan Hsld gds/Furn
Valerie Radic Hsld gds/Furn
David Morasky Hsld gds/Furn
Charles Medina Hsld gds/Furn
Deborah Nelson Hsld gds/Furn
Deborah Nelson Hsld gds/Furn
Alexander Sandoval Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1123, 25093 Bay Ave, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, 951-567-7156
Jackie Murray Hsld gds/Furn
Vasilios Pappas Hsld gds/Furn
Gregory Callender Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applinces
Mario Batice Hsld gds/Furn
Pamela L McKinnie Hsld gds/Furn
Jerry Ramirez Hsld gds/Furn
Charles Andrade Hsld gds/Furn
Sametria Smith Hsld gds/Furn
Roosevelt Montgomery Hsld gds/Furn
Juan Gonzales Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1125, 34190 Camino Capistrano, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624, 949-245-7577
Chad Conley Hsld gds/Furn
Irineo Salinas Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnes
Wyatt Dearlove Hsld gds/Furn
Shawnee Mercier Hsld gds/Furn
Michelle Inman Hsld gds/Furn
Margaret Modesty Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Sky D Webber Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1159, 6742Westminster Blvd, Westminster, CA 92683, 657-272-7071
Stephen Macinnis Hsld gds/Furn
Mark Power Hsld gds/Furn
Becky Zapata Hsld gds/Furn
Joshua Coronado Hsld gds/Furn
Javier Josue Carreno Hsld gds/Furn
Shamika Chatman Hsld gds/Furn
Tommy Cory Flannery Hsld gds/Furn
Byron Franklin Hsld gds/Furn
LS #8586, 4511 Riviera Shores St., San Diego, CA 92154, 619-626-2130
Michel Olavo Jr Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces
Sheila Edwards Hsld gds/Furn
Linda Peres Clothing
Enrique Elizondo TV/Stereo Equip,Boxes
Evelin Rodriguez Hsld gds/Furn
Luis Leonel Ramirez Gutierrez Hsld gds/Furn
Enrique Tavera Perez Hsld gds/Furn
Brigelle Burties Hsld gds/Furn,Clothing
And, due notice having been given, to the owner of said property and all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the time specified in such notice for payment of such having expired, the
goods will be sold to the highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a public auction to be held
online at www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on Thursday, March 23, 2023 at 10:00am
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The conservative four
newly elected City Council
members should realize
and understand that they
do not represent the major-
ity of Huntington Beach
residents, and their election
was a concerted effort on
their part to get out the
right-wing vote. The bot-
tom line of this issue is that
a housing element in com-
pliance with state law, a law
that requires all California
cities to provide a specific
number of housing units,
has to take place.

The prior council had
created a housing plan in
compliance with the state
plan, but this present coun-
cil decided not to vote on
this plan and instead to file
a lawsuit against the state
to contest the allocation of
13,368 units, even though

legal challenges by other
cities have been unsuccess-
ful. The city attorney does
not have the experience to
file a lawsuit to challenge
the state law. To file a law-
suit against the state, espe-
cially since the state attor-
ney general has sent a
letter warning the city that
it’s out of compliance, will
lead to sanctions against
the city borne by its resi-
dents.

This City Council should
focus its efforts to fight and
provide affordable housing
instead of wasting the
community’s assets fighting
windmills.

Richard C. Armendariz
Huntington Beach

As evidenced by what I
see on the streets everyday
— that is, people pushing
shopping carts loaded with
their sleeping bags and
other ragged belongings, as
others panhandle on street
corners — homelessness is
abundant and problematic
in my hometown of Hunt-
ington Beach.

Provisions that require

developers to devote 20%
of new housing units to
“affordable housing” or
“100% to moderate-income
housing” is not an effort to
“urbanize” Huntington
Beach, as one newly
elected City Council mem-
ber suggested, rather it’s a
positive step toward ad-
dressing the issue of home-
lessness in Huntington
Beach. By mitigating the
problem, we will also re-
duce the need for police
intervention and increase
safety and sanitation on the
streets of Surf City.

Ben Miles
Huntington Beach

It was amateur hour (five
of them, actually) at the
Feb. 21 Huntington Beach
City Council meeting as the
new four-member majority
struggled to justify their
brash moves to reshape our
local government in their
image. While it was to
Mayor Tony Strickland’s
credit that he had previ-
ously insisted that all

MAILBAG

Readers respond to H.B.
council majority’s push

against the state

SeeMailbag, page A7

P rojection is the men-
tal process by which
people attribute to

others what is in their own
minds.

Huntington Beach might
just have provided us with
a spot-on example of how
projection works when the
City Council this month
voted to forge ahead with a
plan that would, in effect,
prevent the city from flying
the rainbow LGBTQ Pride
flag.

The reason given for the
divisive move was to avoid
divisiveness. Which sounds
a lot like: We’re not dividing
and excluding people, you
are, with your emblem
celebrating qualities of
love, acceptance and inclu-
sion. Classic projection.

Not surprisingly, the
news was picked up by
media outlets across the

country and even, at least
in one instance that I
found, by foreign press, in
this case a publication in
the United Kingdom. So
more controversy and bad
publicity for a city that
covets tourist dollars.
Smart move, Huntington
Beach.

This episode marks a sad
step backward for the city,
which has, in recent years,
made halting progress
toward shaking off the
shadow of its troubled
history and reputation for
intolerance. That progress
was exemplified when, in
2021, then-Mayor Kim Carr
spearheaded a resolution,
along with Councilman
Dan Kalmick, to fly the
Pride flag from May 22 —
Harvey Milk Day, the birth-
day of the slain civil rights
activist who was the first
openly gay man elected to
public office in California
— through the month of
June, which is LGBTQ Pride
Month.

It’s also an unnecessary
use of valuable city govern-
ment time and resources.
The City Council chose to
pass a measure that ac-
complished nothing, other
than insulting and degrad-
ing many of its residents.
Meanwhile, there are real
— as in not imaginary —
problems that require its
full attention, such as
homelessness and creating
a plan to add more afford-
able housing.

The new ordinance that
would prohibit the Pride
flag from being flown on
city property was proposed
by Councilman Pat Burns,
and supported by a one-
vote majority. Mayor Tony
Strickland, Mayor Pro Tem
Gracey Van Der Mark and
Casey McKeon also voted
in favor.

Council members
Kalmick, Natalie Moser and

Rhonda Bolton dissented.
The Pride flag was de-

signed in 1978 by artist
Gilbert Baker, who was
encouraged to develop the
symbol by Milk. The design
has undergone changes
over the years, but its origi-
nal intent — to serve as a
positive representation of
LGBTQ pride, unity and
empowerment — endures.

Burns didn’t explicitly
refer to the Pride flag in his
statement. Instead the
ordinance limits the city
from displaying any flags
other than those on a nar-
row list.

“As a municipal organi-
zation, the city of Hunting-
ton Beach should avoid
actions that could easily or
mistakenly be perceived as
divisive,” he stated. “In
keeping with the proper
role of municipal govern-
ment and in the spirit of
true unity, the city of Hunt-
ington Beach should only
fly or display on city-owned
property the American,
POW/MIA, state of Cali-
fornia, and the Huntington
Beach city flags.”

He defended the propos-
al, arguing that it wasn’t
discriminatory and not
specifically aimed at the
Pride flag — even though it
was the only previously
approved flag that didn’t
make the new list.

“It has nothing to do
with segregating or being
anything else to another
group,” he said. “It has
nothing to do with that. It’s
recognizing we are one.”

Burns implied that his
love for his gay relatives is
evidence that the measure
wasn’t meant to be dis-
criminatory. That hollow
argument calls to mind the
widely ridiculed “I have
Black friends, therefore I
couldn’t possibly be racist”
claim.

He might not have been

intentionally obtuse, but
make no mistake, his plan
will understandably be
viewed as a ploy to ban the
Pride flag. Worse, it will be
seen as a clear signal that
the city is pulling up the
welcome mat for segments
of the population that have
long been targets for big-
otry, hate and violence.

That dissenting council
members and public com-
menters delivered impas-
sioned pleas to rethink the
proposal clearly demon-
strates that they consider it
to be exactly what Burns
denies: divisive and dis-
criminatory.

For too long, people
identifying as LGBTQ have
been misunderstood and
ostracized. They have often
been forced to live in hid-
ing. That’s changing, but
some among us — a mi-
nority, I trust — continue
to cling to a flawed vision
of what is worthy of ac-
ceptance.

Perhaps at some point
they will realize that it does
no good to project their
own fears, unkind judg-
ments and discriminatory
instincts onto others or to
use their projection as
rationale for bad policy.
The rest of us see through
the tired excuses.

Let’s hope that one day
they’ll open their hearts
and minds enough to listen
and begin to understand
that we humans come in a
variety of stripes and colors
— a rainbow, if you will. All
should be welcome.

I can think of a good
place to start: Let the Pride
flag fly.

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

H.B. move to narrow flag
rules is about exclusion

Nelvin C. Cepeda | The San Diego Union-Tribune

DAILY PILOT columnist Patrice Apodaca believes a new Huntington Beach City Council
rule that effectively prohibits flying the LGBTQ Pride flag outside City Hall is discriminatory.

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.
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ACROSS
1 “Says __?”;
skeptic’s query
4 Up and about
9 Post-WWII
alliance
13 Swine
15 Part of NASA
16 Still snoozing
17 Days of __; olden
times
18 Tough fiber
19 Not indecent
20 Act of __; bold
feat
22 __ and haws;
hesitates
23 “Driving __
Daisy”; 1989 film
24 Greek letter
26 Maximum
29 Statue base
34 Practical joke
35 Check issuer
36 Rush
37 Cookware
pieces
38 Walked the
floor
39 Central part
40 Whitney or
Wallach
41 Judge’s orders
42 Challenged
43 Stripy-tailed
animals
45 Coconut candy
bar
46 Gun the engine
47 Huff and puff
48 Thirst
quencher
51 Unhealthy
fixation
56 “You could
have heard __
drop”
57 English poet
John __
58 Middle East
nation
60 Not wacko
61 Spooky
62 Forbidden
thing
63 BPOE folks
64 Sulky moods
65 Crew member

DOWN
1 “How come?”
2 Head covering
3 Bogeyman
4 Lend a hand
5 Twirls
6 Powdered drink
7 Coated a cake
8 Phrased

differently
9 Cheese-topped
tortilla chips
10 Qualified
11 Lions or Tigers
or Bears
12 At __ with;
opposing
14 Pulpit talks

21 Danger
25 That girl
26 Higher berth
27 Refrain
opening
28 __-depressive;
bipolar
29 Treaties
30 “Bright __”;
Shirley Temple
film
31 Prickle
32 Showed on TV
33 Important U.K.
city
35 Arthritis
symptom
38 Angers
39 Vigilance
41 Misery
42 Ho & Johnson
44 Wading birds
45 Chapel services
47 __ four; tasty
morsel
48 In __; lest
49 October
birthstone
50 Chain piece
52 “__ there, done
that”
53 Mumbai dress
54 Melville novel
55 Mom’s mom
59 And not
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By the Mepham Group
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3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A9.

speakers in public com-
ments could have up to
three minutes each, it
backfired when almost six
dozen signed up to speak.
Had all of them done so for
their allotted time, it would
have taken 3½ hours before
getting to the reports and
consent calendar. Then, the
rookie mayor struggled
further to control a boister-
ous audience pitting his
MAGA-style base against
proponents of flying the
Pride flag on city property.
While there were catcalls
on both sides, the bulk of
the disruptive clamoring
came from the majority’s
right-wing supporters.
Strickland seemed power-
less to rein his people in
even when it resulted in
outright “f-bomb” profan-
ity.

The new conservative
majority so doggedly pur-
sued their agenda objec-
tives in the face of powerful
and incisive criticism from
opposing council members
Dan Kalmick, Natalie
Moser and Rhonda Bolton
that several audience
members wondered if the
majority was simply being
remote-controlled by the
powerful special interests
who had engineered their
election. Despite having
their arguments and rea-
soning effectively rebuffed,
the majority members
stuck to their unloaded
guns and set us on a colli-
sion course not only with
the state but the communi-
ty at large as well.

As I stated during the
public comments, I have
never seen such an openly
and nakedly authoritarian
council majority in over 20
years of participating in
Huntington Beach civic
affairs. I further stated “If
all you are pushing is per-
formative partisanship,
then that is not what I
would call egalitarian rep-
resentation” and con-
cluded, “It is you who are
being divisive, and you
claiming to the contrary
simply doesn’t make it so.”

The City Council meet-
ing ended with all of the
majority members’ ordi-
nances and Councilmem-

ber (“H”) Items passing
despite dire warnings of
deleterious consequences,
legal entanglements and
community unrest. It
promises to be a bumpy
year at City Hall.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach

Decision offends
this Christian

The Pride flag contro-
versy (Huntington Beach
City Council moves ahead
with ordinance to stop
flying Pride flag on city
property, Daily Pilot, Feb.
22) misses a singularly
important point. As a white
male Christian property
owner in Huntington
Beach, when I look up at
the Pride flag, I do not see
the “divisive” symbol Coun-
cilman Burns sees (as de-
picted in Patrice Apodaca’s
recent Daily Pilot column,
Huntington Beach move to
narrow flag rules is about
exclusion). When I look up
and see those rainbow
stripes, I recall the original
covenant that the rainbow
symbolizes in Christianity.
That we all — all of us,
from the poor and the least
and the despised up
through those of us living
in mansions in the Harbour
and Edwards Hill — have a
claim upon the mercy of
the creator. When I look up
at that flag, proud and free
over our city, I see a stripe
for me, and for my children
and for each of us alto-
gether. Not raising the flag
— and this flag in particu-
lar — is a grave offense
against my sense of what it
means to be a politically
engaged Christian.

The sense of shame I feel
in this regard on behalf of
my beloved city is over-
whelming.

Galen T. Pickett
Huntington Beach

Education in
chaos in Orange

It is unfortunate that one
of the most important and
vulnerable institutions in
American society, our edu-
cational system, did not go
unscathed during the divi-
sive political environment
of the last decade, particu-

larly during the pandemic.
Teachers and students
became victimized by the
fractionalization of society.
However, in a recent NPR
poll, a large majority of
parents expressed satis-
faction with their children’s
school and what they are
being taught. The title of
the article by NPR sums up
the present situation as
follows: “The education
culture war is raging. But
for most parents it is back-
ground noise.”

Not so in the Orange
Unified School District,
which recently surprised
almost everyone except the
players when four of the
school board members in a
private meeting recently
fired the highest officer in
the district, the superin-
tendent, and put the assist-
ant superintendent on
leave. People were hired by
a minority of the district
personnel to replace these
positions; yet those re-
placements were totally
unprepared to lead, and
ultimately they quit too.
The leadership atmosphere
is chaotic with no reprieve
in sight, and contract buy-
outs are depriving the
students’ educational
budget of $1.5 million.

The four members who
conducted the secret meet-
ing are part of a conserva-
tive majority on the school
board, the fourth new
member of the coalition
whose election barely
squeaked by. Orange Uni-
fied is not a stranger to
controversy with board
clashes leading to a recall
of three conservative candi-
dates in 2001.

State Sen. Dave Min
called the present person-
nel changes “a reckless
decision” and was pursuing
the possibility that the
conservative board mem-
bers privately discussed the
firing in violation of the
Brown Act, a state open-
meetings law.

District parents outraged
by what they consider
chaotic challenges to their
children’s education and
irresponsible spending by
the conservative majority
of the school board are
organizing a recall.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

Continued from page A6
MAILBAG
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nity to avoid the correc-
tional system, the nonprof-
it’s chief program officer for
youth development, Hether
Benjamin, said.

Some of those minor of-
fenses would be punishable
by fines. Those ultimately
shift the burden of respon-
sibility to a teen’s guardians
and teach practically noth-
ing to a young offender,
Benjamin said.

“Almost every youth that
we work with doesn’t
understand the impact of
their crime, the negative
impact their crime has on
that person, that local busi-
ness, that community,” she
said.

Other cases might result
in terms at juvenile hall.
Benjamin said research
shows kids who have been
locked up are more likely to
perform another crime in
the future.

Recent laws protecting
the privacy of minors with
criminal records prevented
her from sharing recent
data on recidivism in youth
who go through Waymak-
ers’ diversion program.
However, past studies
showed that 85% of those
teens did not commit fu-

ture offenses.
“They get into more trou-

ble, the more they are ex-
posed,” Benjamin said.
“They do need to be held
accountable, but a lot of it
is attached to poor decision
making, getting in with cer-
tain crowds, and brain de-
velopment.”

Waymakers’ approach is
based on the concept of re-
storative justice and getting

at the root of what might be
causing a young person to
turn to unlawful behavior,
Benjamin said. Most are
taken to a “peer court”
where an actual judge pres-
ides over a jury of other
teens who will go on to sen-
tence an offender to coun-
seling, community service
or some other form of retri-
bution and rehabilitation.

The diversion program

also invites the victims of
their crimes to come to-
gether face to face with
youth for mediation. Not
everyone who has been
wronged may be open to
those meetings, but when
they happen they become a
way to humanize the con-
sequences of a young per-
son’s actions and, some-
times, a chance for them to
find forgiveness, Benjamin

said.
“There are the times

when we really can’t inter-
vene because there’s some-
thing going on in the home,
whether it’s child abuse, do-
mestic violence, financial
issues, bullying, unman-
aged emerging mental
health issues ...” she added.
“Whatever that may be, this
is an opportunity for us to
change that direction, stop
it before it gets too serious.”

The organization pro-
vides similar services to
several other communities
throughout Orange County.
They had taken on between
1,000 to 1,200 kids each year
in the past, Benjamin said.
The number of cases they
were managing dropped
sharply during the
COVID-19 pandemic and
have been on a steady de-
cline since then.

“It’s just slowly gone
down over the years as the
police departments have to
put their attention to fund-
ing other things like spe-
cialty teams or paying over-
time for officers or hiring
new officers,” she said.
“And the community pro-
grams seem to always be
the first to get cut.”

Benjamin said most po-
lice departments have been
supportive of the youth di-
version program but have

had varied success in find-
ing money to keep it run-
ning. As of mid-February,
Waymakers was in commu-
nication with the Costa
Mesa and Westminster po-
lice departments about
continuing the service. Offi-
cials in Irvine had also
shown interest.

“We believe strongly in
positive juvenile diversion
programs that foster heal-
thy, fair and balanced op-
portunities for juvenile of-
fenders to discover a better
path in life,” Costa Mesa
Police Chief Ron Lawrence
said. “We value all of our
youth and strive to help
them find a bright future.”

Benjamin noted that it
can cost a family around
$300,000 a year to have a
child go through court, in-
carceration or probation.
She said a full-time diver-
sion team costs around
$150,000 annually to fund.

Kids currently enrolled in
the program will be able to
complete it even after the
grant dries up, Benjamin
and Everrett said. There are
other organizations that of-
fer youth diversion pro-
grams, but many of those
require families to cover the
cost.

Continued from page A1
PROGRAM

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

THE ENTRANCE to the old visiting room in a bungalow at the Orange County Juvenile
Hall. A program providing an alternative to jail time will lose funding in six O.C. cities.

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

Earlier this month, Santa Ana’s
Electric City Butcher shop an-
nounced it was making the deci-
sion to permanently close its
doors at its 4th Street Market lo-
cation on Feb. 25. But chef
Michael Puglisi and chief execu-
tive officer Steve Sabicer promise
the chef-driven, whole animal
butcher shop isn’t being put out
to pasture.

“Electric City Butcher will con-
tinue sales with our online part-
ners, and will continue to op-
erate our sister store, Graze and
Gather Meats in Claremont, CA,”
reads a statement from the ECB
leadership team.

Committed to quality, trans-
parency and the responsible
sourcing of meat, Electric City
Butcher opened in 2014. The
shop sources grass-fed, pasture-
raised, hormone and antibiotic-
free proteins like beef, pork,
poultry and lamb.

“If we are going to use a buzz-
word to identify who we are and
what we do, it is responsible
sourcing. Everything we do is
about our responsibility to the
community, the farmers and to
ourselves.” Puglisi told TimesOC
in 2021.

The shop makes a conscious
effort to go beyond certified or-

ganic meat and support farms
utilizing what ECB identifies as
the three legs to responsible
sourcing: environmental respon-
sibility, social responsibility and

respect for the animal.
Since opening, the shop has

offered handcrafted charcuterie,
sausages and cut-to-order meats
and hosted more than 100

butcher classes with hands-on
demonstration. The shop earned
a spot on Food & Wine Maga-
zine’s list of the 100 Best Butcher
Shops in America.

“We’re proud to say we’ve
helped responsible farmers and
ranchers gain greater access to
Southern California dinner
plates,” ECB’s statement read.

Many of Electric City’s meats
and grocery items will still be of-
fered on the e-commerce web-
site, Locale Market, and available
for delivery throughout Southern
California.

“We’ve got some of our favor-
ites already on the site, and plan
to add your favorites as well,” a
post on Electric City’s social me-
dia reads.

The Claremont location,
which opened in 2021, will also
continue to serve the communi-
ty. Like the Santa Ana location,
Graze and Gather Meats offers a
selection of responsibly sourced
proteins, house-made sausage
and specialty items like com-
pound butter, chicken liver
mousse and ECB’s own meat
rub.

The shop operated on regular
hours until its final day of service
Saturday. It also hosted butcher
classes, Lamb 101 and Pork 101,
until its closure, providing op-
portunities to anyone to visit the
store one last time.

Santa Ana butcher shop moves online

File Photo

ELECTRIC CITY BUTCHER, located in Downtown Santa Ana’s 4th Street Market, closed Saturday.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Shake Shack began as more of a
hot dog hut, really. In 2001, the
concept started as a New York
City hot dog cart in Madison
Square Park with the goal of rais-
ing funds for a public art project.
Restaurateur Danny Meyer had a
hand in founding the Madison
Square Park Conservancy to or-
ganize the improvement of the
park, and the cart was run out the
kitchen of his fine dining restau-
rant, Eleven Madison Park.

The success of the temporary
cart grew into plans for a more
permanent kiosk, which was es-
tablished in 2004 with an ex-
panded menu in addition to hot
dogs that included burgers, fries
and, of course, shakes.

Since then, the concept has ex-
panded globally and now has
more than 400 locations from Las
Vegas to Tokyo. The first Southern
California location opened in
West Hollywood in 2016. Now,
Shake Shack has arrived to shake
up Orange County.

“We see Orange County as a
huge opportunity for the com-
pany, and we can’t wait to serve
our delicious burgers and shakes
to the community,” Andrew Mc-
Caughan, chief development offi-
cer at Shake Shack, said in a press
release.

Shake Shack’s first O.C. location
is set to debut this summer at
Irvine Spectrum near the Regal
movie theater.

The company is unrelated to
the Crystal Cove Shake Shack, a
traditional diner on the Newport
Coast.

Shake Shack is known for ele-
vated takes on American burgers
and fries, using a never-frozen
100% Angus beef blend with no
hormones or antibiotics. More
epicurean offerings include a
‘shroom burger made with a
crispy-fried portobello mushroom
filled with Munster and cheddar

cheese topped with lettuce and
tomato or the newly added white
truffle burger made with Fontina
cheese, crispy shallots and white
truffle sauce. The menu also fea-
tures milkshakes hand-spun from
house-made frozen custard in fla-
vors like chocolate, vanilla,
peanut butter and caramel.

The altruistic spirit of the origi-
nal location is still a main ingredi-
ent for Shake Shack. It is present
in menu items, like the “fair
shake,” a coffee milkshake made
with 100% certified organic Ar-
abica fair trade coffee beans. It is
present in Shake Shack’s HUG
(Help Us Give) Fund, a 501(c) (3)
organization established in 2017
to provide financial assistance to
team members impacted by
emergencies.

It is also present in its “Stand
for Something Good” mission.

The culture of “Stand for Some-
thing Good,” according to the
company’s website, means Shake
Shack is committed to taking care
of its staff, sourcing premium in-
gredients from partners with the
same values, dedicated to design-
ing each Shake Shack location re-
sponsibly and supporting the
communities they operate in with
donations, events and volunteer-
ing.

Shake Shack has two other Or-
ange County locations planned
besides Irvine.

“Irvine Spectrum has been a
great partner for our first O.C.
Shack, and we are looking for-
ward to growing our presence in
the market with further planned
Shacks in Costa Mesa and Hunt-
ington Beach,” McCaughan said
in the release.

The Huntington Beach Shack
will be located on Brookhurst
Street and Adams Avenue and will
feature a drive through.

Shake Shack to shake things up in Orange County

Photos courtesy of Shake Shack

SHACKBURGERS and crispy crinkle cut fries, with ketchup, at Shake Shack.

SHAKE SHACK
makes hand-spun
shakes from
house-made frozen
custard. The eatery’s
first Orange County
location will debut
this summer at Irvine
Spectrum.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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LAGUNA NIGUEL:
30012 Crown Valley Pkwy, STE B

IRVINE:
39 Creek Road, Suite 210

Call to book your FREE Consult Now!

NOW SERVING YOU IN TWO LOCATIONS!

In House CT Scan Available

866-998-7097Se Habla
Espanol

INCLUDES IMPLANT, ABUTMENT AND CROWN

$699*SINGLESINGLE
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*Expires 3/13/23. Cannot be combined with insurance Fees. New Patients only.
Excludes extraction, bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.
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CROWN
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ABUTMENT
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a.k.a

23*Expires 3/13/23. Cannot be combined with
insurance Fees. New Patients only. Excludes extraction,
bonegraft, etc. Cannot be Combined with other coupons.

3 IMPLANTS

923,

$2,025
FOR

*Expires 3/13/23. Cannot be combined with
insurance Fees. New Patients only.

Cannot be combined with other coupons.

1 FREE
PORCELAIN CROWN

WITH IMPLANT SURGERY
(MINIMUM $3000 SPEND)(MINIMUM $3000 SPEND)

QUALITY PRODUCTQUALITY PRODUCT

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF IMPLANT DENTISTRY

You CAN eat what
you love again.

HAVE YOU LOST
YOUR TEETH BUT

NOT YOUR APPETITE?

✁SAVE THIS COUPON ✁SAVE THIS COUPON ✁SAVE THIS COUPON

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

“We knew why they were
dying, and the public didn’t
understand because they
were still stuck on heart
attack [versus cardiac ar-
rest],” said Holly, now 56.
“About a month later, we
screened 500 kids at Foun-
tain Valley High School.”

Chuck Morrell has since
passed away, but Holly, a
Laguna Beach resident
turned it into her life’s
mission to screen as many
people as possible for the
risks of cardiac arrest
through her nonprofit
Heartfelt Cardiac Projects.

She has a special interest
in young student-athletes,
who remain at risk despite
generally being in good
shape. That’s because cardi-
ac arrest is an electrical
issue in the heart and often
asymptomatic, unlike a
heart attack.

The numbers can be
grim. Morrell said that
cardiac arrest, when it
occurs outside of a hospital,
has a less than 10% survival
rate. It’s the No. 1 cause of
death on school campuses,
and it’s the No. 1 cause of
death in young athletes.

“Once the heart goes into
that deadly rhythm, if you
will, you typically have to
have access to defibrillation
in order to save their lives,”
she said. “If people did
understand the difference
between cardiac arrest and
a heart attack, they would
realize why the athlete on
the playing field — an
otherwise seemingly heal-
thy, active individual — can
be at risk. [Lack of aware-
ness] is one reason why it
will remain the No. 1 killer
in the United States, as well
as the fact that these pre-
sports participation phys-
ical exams are completely
inadequate in terms of
cardiac evaluation.”

It remains personal for
Morrell. She was diagnosed
with hypertrophic cardio-
myopathy (HCM) in 2002
and has undergone seven
related surgeries since then.
She said her team has
screened more 55,000 peo-
ple in the last two-plus
decades, resulting in more
than 1,000 lives being
saved.

Heartfelt typically screens
in school gymnasiums
around Orange County or
community venues, and
the next screening is com-
ing up April 1 at Hills
Church OC in Laguna Hills.
Online preregistration is
recommended at
heartfeltscreening.org.

These community
screenings cost a nominal
fee of $85 for an echocar-
diogram and electrocardio-
gram (EKG), though there
are also other options.
Children and adults can be
screened in an office,
through a partnership with
Laguna Beach-based cardi-
ologist Dr. Dawn Atwal.
Corporate screenings are

also available, and last
month “Heartfelt at Home”
was launched as well to
provide home visits.

Atwal has been part of
the Heartfelt team for
nearly a decade, providing
readings of the screening
results. She said sudden
cardiac arrest awareness
has come a long way since
Hank Gathers collapsed
and died during a Loyola
Marymount men’s basket-
ball game in 1990. His au-
topsy confirmed that he
had HCM.

“That was more than 30
years ago, but my whole
purpose now is to have
these defibrillators in all
arenas,” Atwal said. “My
kids play soccer on fields
that are not even at schools,
but if you have one at soc-
cer fields, basketball fields
... at any arena they should
be available. And I think
every home should have
one. You never know what
can happen.”

The April 1 Heartfelt
screening will be in part-
nership with the Hall fam-
ily, who lost their son Logan
to a sudden cardiac arrest
death in 2018. Logan was a
senior baseball pitcher in
Capistrano Valley Christian
High.

“I am in awe of parents
that, in the midst of their
grief and heartache, they
want to prevent another
family from experiencing
what they have gone
through in losing a child,”
Morrell said. “They usually
come to learn that it’s a
preventable tragedy.”

With Heartfelt’s help, that
is true.

Ali Aga, a dedicated tour-
nament tennis player at the
time, was going into her
freshman year at Dana Hills
High in June 2018 when she
had a screening through
Heartfelt.

Two weeks later, Ali’s
mom Tina received a
phone call from Children’s
Hospital of Orange County.
Ali had a condition called
Wolff-Parkinson-White
syndrome, where an extra
signaling pathway between
the heart’s upper and lower
chambers causes a fast
heartbeat.

Aga’s first surgery was
unsuccessful but she had a
corrective one about six
months later. She started a
club at Dana Hills called

the Heroic Hearts Club,
which deploys volunteers at
Heartfelt screenings.

“After I was diagnosed I
never played tennis com-
petitively again,” said Aga,
now a freshman at South-
ern Methodist University.
“That was very hard at first
… but I realized I was su-
per-creative and loved art.
My new path in life is very
exciting. Something good
came out of this.

“We’re not survivors,
we’re thrivers. I think that’s
something that’s really
important about Holly’s
organization. Every life
she’s saved, not only have
we survived conditions, but
a lot of us feel the need to
give back. So not only are
we surviving, we’re thriv-
ing.”

In 2019, Morrell teamed
with Scotty Lang’s family
for another screening day
at Fountain Valley High, 20
years after his death. That
was an emotional day, she
said, before COVID-19
presented her organization
with challenges. But she
keeps going.

Last weekend, she took a
trip to Kansas to watch the
Kansas State men’s basket-
ball team play. Senior for-
ward Keyontae Johnson is
excelling for the Wildcats,
ranked No. 18 in the coun-
try.

Johnson collapsed on the
sidelines in December
2020, while playing with
Florida, but he has returned
better than ever. Earlier this
month he signed a NIL deal
with Heartfelt, which allows
the nonprofit to use his
name, image and likeness.

Buffalo Bills defensive
back Damar Hamlin, who
has since recovered after
collapsing mid-game on
Jan. 2, also has brought
awareness to the dangers of
sudden cardiac arrest.

As for Morrell, she has
two nephews and a niece
who volunteer with her. She
could see them taking over
Heartfelt someday.

“I want to keep going as
long as I can,” she said.
“You can live a long, happy,
healthy life with heart dis-
ease. You just have to know
that you have it. Early de-
tection is absolutely life-
saving.”

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

HEARTFELT FOUNDER and executive director Holly
Morrell at her home in Laguna Beach.

Continued from page A1
HEARTFELT

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

Wreaths Across America is
coming to Newport Beach on
Monday for a one-day stop in Or-
ange County.

The nonprofit, which coordi-
nates efforts to place wreaths on
the graves of American serv-
icemen, will be trucking out a
mobile exhibition to the parking
lot of Our Lady Queen of Angels
on Mar Vista Drive at the invita-
tion of the local Daughters of the
American Revolution chapter and
the church itself.

The exhibition, which is located
inside a 48-foot-long trailer, high-
lights different wars and includes
several displays and visual repre-
sentations, along with a small the-
ater that can seat up to 20. People
of all ages are welcome to attend.

Christy La Barthe, a member of
the Col. William Cabell chapter of
DAR, said the local group has long
supported Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca in purchasing wreaths, but the
organization is not affiliated with
the nonprofit. The chapter’s Vet-
erans Services chair, Anne Pelle-
grini, reached out to Wreaths
Across America and coordinated
with Our Lady Queen of Angels to
host the display.

“This mobile exhibition unit is
to promote the Wreaths Across
America project, but it also serves
a couple of different purposes.
Those are very important,” La
Barthe said. “We just really want
to continue to honor our veter-
ans, but also tell the community
and educate the community what
a veteran actually is and what

they do for us so we can have our
privileges and our rights that
we’re so accustomed to.”

After leaving Newport Beach,
the exhibition will make stops in
Carlsbad, San Diego and El Cen-
tro before continuing on its na-
tional tour to Arizona. A number
of other stops nationally are also
sponsored by local Daughters of
the American Revolution chap-
ters.

“The mission of Wreaths Across
America is to remember the fall-
en, honor those who have served
and their families, and teach the

next generation the value of free-
dom,” Karen Worcester, executive
director of Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca, said in a statement.

“The mobile education exhibit
provides the unique opportunity
for communities, like Newport
Beach, to come together and
share the stories of those who
served and sacrificed,” Worcester
said. “Through our partnership
with the United States of America
Vietnam War Commemoration,
the exhibit also serves as an offi-
cial mobile ‘Welcome Home’ lo-
cation for Newport Beach’s Viet-

nam veterans.”
Vietnam War veterans who stop

by this Monday will receive a spe-
cial pin, ceremony and proclama-
tion to welcome them home offi-
cially.

The exhibition is free and will
be open to the public from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m.

La Barthe noted that there will
be cards with QR codes available
for those interested in sponsoring
a wreath, which can be purchased
throughout the year.

“We are excited to welcome
Wreaths Across America’s Mobile

Education Exhibit to Newport
Beach on their national tour,”
Row Briggs, Regent of the Col.
William Cabell chapter of the
Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, said in an email Thursday.
“This unique museum on wheels
honors local veterans and teaches
the next generation about their
service and sacrifice. We encour-
age all community members to
learn about Wreaths Across
America.”

Mobile exhibit honoring veterans to visit O.C.

Courtesy of Wreaths Across America

THEMOBILE EXHIBITIONwill be staged at the parking lot of Our Lady Queen of Angels Church in Newport Beach on Monday.
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