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Roberto Rivas of Costa Mesa
was on his way to pick up school
lunches for his three children at
Rea Elementary on Wednesday
morning when he noticed a
Miguel’s Jr. Homestyle Mexican
Food truck.

Rivas got the lunches for his
children, Sophia, Roberto and
Daniel, before heading over to
check out the scene in front of
Strut Bar & Club on 17th Street.

He picked up three lunches
from the drive-through, with a
burrito, chips and salsa and a
drink. Rivas said he was apprecia-
tive for the help in a tough time.
The future of his job as a chef at
Lighthouse Café in Newport
Beach is uncertain due to the on-
going novel coronavirus pan-
demic, he said.

“It’s hard for us right now,” he
said, adding that his wife also lost
her job.

Strut and Miguel’s Jr. aimed to
help with the free food giveaway
Wednesday, in association with
the LGBTQ Center Orange

County. They donated 470 free
meals, starting at 9 a.m.

Strut owner Luke Nero said the
LGBTQ Center publicized the
event to its members, and the
food giveaway was originally set
to be for members of the local
LGBTQ community. However, no
one was turned away Wednesday.

“We’ve seen grandmothers,
people with kids, people in scrubs
on their way to work,” Nero said.
“We wanted to contribute to the
local community somehow, any-
how. Luckily for us, we have an
amazing parking lot in front of
our building where we can facili-
tate a drive-through food give-
away. We initially wanted to do
some kind of outreach to the
queer community, but every-
body’s affected by this. We’re a gay
club, so that was our initial
thought process, but this is just
for everybody.”

Strut, which opened last Sep-
tember, has also been hard-hit by
the pandemic. Nero said the club
has been closed since March 15.

The food giveaway was staffed
by employees of the club. The ini-

tial order was for 120 meals, but
that quickly was surpassed.

Miguel’s Jr. has four Orange
County locations. The Costa Mesa
location, at the corner of 19th
Street and Newport Boulevard,
was the first to open in 2012.

“I know Luke very well, and

Luke said he wanted to do some-
thing for the community,” said
Miguel’s Jr. president and CEO
Javier Vasquez, who was also on
hand Wednesday. “I told him, ‘If
you meet me halfway and staff it
with your staff, I’ll meet you half-
way with the food.’ The partner-

ship worked out that way. We’re
trying our best to give back as
much as we can.”

Costa Mesa Mayor Katrina Fo-
ley said that the city has had a
good relationship with Miguel’s Jr.

Nightclub, restaurant, LGBTQCenter teamfor lunchgiveaway

Raul Roa
Staff Photographer

STRUT BAR
and Club event
director Venessa
Lynn, left, gives
multiple lunches
to Rafael Lopez of
Costa Mesa and his
children during a free
meals event in
conjunction with
Miguel’s Jr. at the
club’s parking
lot in Costa Mesa.
More than 400meals
were passed out
during the event.

BYMATT SZABO

See Giveaway, page A5

As the global coronavirus
pandemic stretches into its
eighth week, the conversation
is shifting to reopening the
economy, both worldwide and
locally.

Amid the burst of questions
at this new stage, one persists:
how?

In Costa Mesa, business lead-
ers across various industries
will be putting their heads to-
gether twice a week, starting

Friday, to brainstorm an answer
to a puzzle no one has experi-
ence solving. A new initiative
the city organized called
“reStore Costa Mesa” has called
on major business leaders — in
automobile, banking and fi-
nance, restaurants, hospitality
and tourism, as well as repre-
sentatives from the Chamber of
Commerce, South Coast Plaza,
the Segerstrom Center for the
Arts and others — along with
city staff and elected officials to
design a plan to reopen the lo-

cal economy.
“Kind of like a wound being

surrounded by cells, we’re all
coming together to surround
our small businesses to help
them grow back to what they
were before,” said Daniel In-
loes, Costa Mesa’s economic
development administrator
and a leader of the initiative.

The local plan expounds up-
on Gov. Gavin Newsom’s un-
veiling Tuesday of a four-
phased statewide plan to loos-
en restrictions. The governor’s

plan makes first priority estab-
lishing a financial safety net for
low-wage workers and encour-
aging universal face masks. The
second phase, which Costa
Mesa is honing in on, would al-
low for some businesses
deemed “lower risk” to reopen,
such as some retail stores for
curbside service, manufactur-
ing sites and small businesses
with few in-person customers.

The city’s plan defines a four-

Costa Mesa rolls out roadmap to economic recovery
BY FAITH E. PINHO

See Recovery, page A5
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In a Orange County Superior Court
hearing held telephonically Friday, a
judge denied a request to temporarily
nullify an order by Gov. Gavin Newsom
closing Orange County beaches effective
Friday.

The fight, however, is not over.
“It’s a difficult task. [Temporary re-

straining orders] are hard to get but it is
the first step in the process,” Huntington
Beach City Atty. Michael Gates said after
Friday’s hearing.

“We are going to have a full-throated
opportunity” to make a case for an in-
junction at the next scheduled hearing
on May 11, Gates said.

The hearing followed a lawsuit filed by
Huntington Beach and Dana Point along
with various individual private plaintiffs
that represent business with interests in
coast cities.

“The Governor is acting without con-
stitutional or statutory authority and is
infringing on the cities’ right to control
their own beaches,” said a court docu-
ment filed in Superior Court Friday." Pre-
serving the status quo is warranted.”

The status quo that Huntington Beach
wanted to maintain included the ability
to operate its own beaches and assess
necessary safety precautions in light of
the novel coronavirus.

Newsom targeted Orange County
beaches for a “hard close” after last week-
end’s well-documented bump in visita-
tion, which he said threatened continu-
ing efforts to stem the spread of the co-
ronavirus.

Orange County Superior Court Judge
Nathan Scott heard lengthy arguments
by attorneys representing all parties in
the case before considering an injunc-

Request
tooverturn
governor’s
edictnixed
A Superior Court judge acts
on a lawsuit by beach cities
attempting to temporarily
nullify an order closing
Orange County beaches.
BY JULIA SCLAFANI, HILLARYDAVIS

See Lawsuit, page A2

Demonstrators turned out in force in
Huntington Beach on Friday to protest the
ongoing economic shutdown and mea-
sures put in place to contain the spread of
the novel coronavirus.

At Pacific Coast Highway and Main
Street, nearly two dozen police officers on
horseback were stationed in the street, fac-
ing off with hundreds of protesters in front
of the Huntington Pier.

Protesters spilled onto Main Street and
Pacific Coast Highway. Some motorists
driving by honked horns in encourage-
ment.

Flanking the pier, Huntington Beach po-
lice officers were stationed in front of stair-
cases leading to the beach that earlier in
the day had been blocked off with caution
tape.

“We are moving to fully reopen Califor-
nia now,” said Tiffany Garcia, an Irvine resi-
dent who was one of the event’s organizers.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
A LARGE CROWD gathers during a protest of Gov. Gavin Newsom’s stay-at-home orders in Huntington Beach on Friday.

Protesters double down
on push to reopen state
BY JULIA SCLAFANI, MATT SZABO

See Protest, page A3

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

POLICE OFFICERS on horseback keep people away from the street during the protest
at Main Street and Pacific Coast Highway in Huntington Beach on Friday.
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POWER PROMOTION
LIMITED TIME OFFER

#1 Installer of Whole House Fans in SoCal!

Solatube’s Whole House & Attic Fans.
• Free Virtual Consultations

• Save on air conditioning costs
• Quiet operation

WHOLE HOUSE FANS!*

Ask us about our other Great Products

*on select Whole House Fans.
Offer ends 5/31/2020

Solatube
Daylighting Garage Fans

©2019 Solatube International, Inc.

Se habla español

INSTANT
REBATE$300

(714) 942-4039
SolatubeHome.com

Lic.# 847890

(888) 274-8701

(949) 645-8512
www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

LET JIM’S 43 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
WORK FOR YOU

Specializing in:

Installation of Brick, Stone,
Slate Patios & Entries
Patio & Yard Drainage

Concrete & Masonry Repairs
The secret to good masonry repair

comes from knowing exactly What kind
of material was used and where to get
it now. All used Brick, common brick,
slate and stone are not the same.

Lic# 827800 Since 1969

Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc

45

Make Old Patio Look New
Repair Stucco, Stone or Loose Brick

Pressure and Acid Wash.

51

ACROSS
1 Frolic
5 Los Angeles
team
9 Divan
13 Scottish slopes
15 __ the Terrible;
infamous tsar
16 "No left __";
highway sign
17 "So what else
__?"
18 Zealous; loyal
20 Family
member
21 Lamb bearer
23 High-spirited;
excitable
24 Firstborn of
two
26 Presidential
monogram
27 Examine, as job
applicants
29 Explosions
32 TV's Funt
33 Paramour
35 Raises
37 Hatfield &
McCoy
38 Rosary pieces
39 Hamburg wife
40 Suffix for poet
or host
41 Basins
42 Isle of __; resort
near Naples
43 Grade school
compositions
45 Fugitive's fear
46 Peach or
purple
47 Old
butter-making
device
48 Peruvian
mammal
51 __ Cruces, NM
52 __ over; topple
55 Go along with
the program
58 Once and
again
60 __ off; left
suddenly
61 Lion's den
62 Tough fibrous
tissue
63 Earned a traffic
citation
64 Reb's Civil War
opponent

65 Acquires

DOWN
1 Baseball stats
2 Approximately
3 Rude
4 __-wee Herman
5 Equestrian
6 Address abbr.
7 Insane

8 Cold symptoms
9 Building floor
connectors
10 Pitcher's
delights
11 Worry
12 Amos' partner
14 Scandinavian
nation

19 Cone-bearing
tree
22 Actress
Ming-Na __
25 Marvin &
Majors
27 Bank vault
28 Near
29 Undies, for
some
30 Paint thinner
31 Shadowboxes
33 Camera's eye
34 Live __;
Georgia's state
tree
36 Business attire
38 Once every six
months
39 Actor Jamie
41 Hollandaise, e.g.
42 Pie bottoms
44 Molded
45 "Eureka!"
47 Store employee
48 __ up;
misbehaves
49 Stunt pilot's
maneuver
50 __ over; study
intently
53 "Law & Order:
SVU" actor
54 Laity seats
56 Drivers' assn.
57 Cheap metal
59 Hair for the
hairless

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

tion.
“The status quo appears

to be that the governor’s or-
der is in effect, which would
weight toward receiving a
full briefing before making
changes to that,” Scott said.

“Based on what informa-
tion I do have at this early
stage, a balancing of inter-
ests and harms on both
sides would tilt in favor of
declining to intervene in the
governor’s orders and in fa-
vor of … protecting public
safety,” Scott said.

Lawyers bringing the suit
forward argued that New-
som’s decision to selectively
close Orange County
beaches undermines the
notion that the order stems
from a public safety con-
cern. Additionally, plaintiffs
argued that the move by
Sacramento was an over-
reach and violated local
control.

“The state does not con-
trol every aspect of govern-
ance. ... Emergency declara-
tion does not give the gover-
nor the power to really evis-
cerate all local control
simply because there is a
state of emergency,” said A.
Patrick Munoz, attorney for
Dana Point.

The Huntington Beach
city attorney’s office began
working on the court filing
late Thursday night after the
Huntington Beach City
Council voted in an emer-
gency meeting to authorize
the office to pursue a law-
suit.

Gates called the gover-
nor’s order to close local
beaches “vague and
squishy” and a “completely
arbitrary and capricious”
move.

“The order isn’t even a
written order, it’s a letter... It
relies on his stay-away or-
ders” Gates said, question-
ing if a stay-away order
could be used to compel
residents to stay at home.
“It’s debatable what his au-
thority is in the first place.”

“It’s not going to hold up
legally, it’s not specific, it
doesn’t give the city very
good legal direction,” he
said. “We believe it’s an un-
constitutional violation of
the city’s rights to govern it-

self in these respects.”
“All of the parties, whether

public servants or business
owners, have a vested inter-
est in working together ... to
strike a balance ... I’m sure
many of us hope that you
will be able to work out a
reasonable compromise,”
Scott said.

For his part, “all I can say
is, it doesn’t surprise me —
and we’ll see,” Newsom said
about the lawsuit at his Fri-
day news conference.

The Huntington Beach
Police Department clarified
on social media that the city
will be following the gover-
nor’s orders, though relying
on voluntary compliance.

“We understand this has
been a difficult time for ev-
eryone, and public safety
has, and will continue to be,
the number one priority for
the City of Huntington
Beach,” the department said
in a Facebook post late
Thursday.

“This is a temporary clo-
sure, hopefully of a short du-
ration, and our goal in the
enforcement of the closure
will be to rely on education
and voluntary compliance.
If voluntary compliance
cannot be achieved, en-
forcement action will be tak-
en if necessary,” the depart-
ment said, asking the public
to adhere to the governor’s
order. The department said
in another post Friday that it
was compelled to repeat the
closures when surfers and
others ventured out to the
beach that morning, but in-
dicated that police efforts
would be focused on
planned protests in the area
of Main Street and Hunting-
ton Pier.

Both post drew hundreds
of comments — many airing
frustration, some only tan-
gentially related to the
beach closures.

Huntington Beach Coun-
cilwomen Kim Carr and Bar-
bara Delgleize opposed the
move to pursue a lawsuit at
Thursday’s emergency vote.

“When you have lawyers
as part of the conversation,
the conversation stops, and
my goal is to open up the
beaches as quickly as pos-
sible,” Carr said Thursday.

“To me this is a public
safety issue. This is becom-
ing a political issue. And I
think that we all have the
objective of we want our
beaches open. I come from
a beach family. ... I use the
beach almost on a daily ba-
sis for my whole mental
health and well being. And
so to have the beaches close
is detrimental to my family,”
Carr said, adding, “I don’t
believe suing the state is the
most efficient and quickest
way to resolve the issue.”

“A better course of action
is to have thoughtful conver-
sation with state, county,
and other coastal mayors on
a comprehensive plan to re-
open our future, because
this isn’t just an H.B. issue.
This affects all of the
beaches from Seal Beach to
San Clemente. And I think
that we all need to work to-
gether and collaborate and
address the issues,” Carr
said.

Gates contested that the

opportunity for problem-
solving never arose.

“Huntington Beach has
gone to every length to
make sure our beaches are
safe. ... The governor never
reached out to our city lead-
ers here to see if something
could be worked out,” he
said. “That opportunity was
never afforded to the city.”

In Newport Beach, the
City Council agreed to meet
Saturday morning to discuss
joining the suit. Councilman
Kevin Muldoon, who called
for the meeting, said at an
emergency meeting hours
after Newsom’s order Thurs-
day that he wanted to “seek
all legal means available to
fight the arbitrary and un-
constitutional exercise of
power by the governor that
would take away control of
our local beaches.”

Only two days prior, the
Newport council — though
split 5-2 — agreed after ex-
tensive debate not to clamp
down with potential road or
beach closures over the next
three weekends to control
crowds. Though they had
also been spurred to quick
action by complaints from
residents, especially those
closest to the Balboa Penin-
sula and Corona del Mar
shorelines, about throngs of
weekend visitors ignoring
physical distancing guide-
lines, jamming residential
streets to park their cars and
engaging in boorish behav-
ior, the city instead held to
existing crowd management
measures with more police
and lifeguard presence.

Newport had already
agreed to some crowd con-
trol measures in recent
weeks like boardwalk and
pier closures and parking re-
strictions.

A surge of emails from
residents over the past 24
hours showed, as they did
before Tuesday’s locally con-
trolled closure consider-
ation, support for shutdown
and access, compliance and
resistance.

“I urge you to ignore,
challenge and fight by all
means necessary the gover-
nor’s beach closure order,”
wrote Doug Prichard.

“Local city government
knows best how to manage
these beaches,” wrote
Robert Longpre. “Stop Gov.
Newsom’s interference in
running our city.”

Conversely, “I am abso-
lutely opposed to you wast-
ing city resources on filing or
joining any litigation against
the state because you feel
the state has infringed on
the rights of governance of
the city of Newport Beach,”
wrote Buzz Person.

“This has become politi-
cal and it never should have
been. Please show you have
some intestinal fortitude on
this issue.”

Newport’s meeting starts
at 9 a.m. Saturday. It will be
broadcast live on the city
website and the NBTV cable
television channel. To watch
the meeting online or for in-
formation on how to partici-
pate remotely, visit newport
beachca.gov.

Continued from page A1
LAWSUIT

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Orange County saw sev-
eral single-day highs in key
coronavirus metrics Friday,
including positive tests, a
corresponding peak in tests
given — and a peak in
deaths.

The OC Health Care
Agency announced five ad-
ditional deaths Friday re-
lated to COVID-19, the dis-
ease caused by the virus,
along with 163 new cases
and 2,594 tests.

This brings Orange
County to 50 total deaths,
2,537 total known infec-
tions and 34,128 cumulative
tests given.

The testing high comes
amid a wider network of
public clinics to test for
COVID-19.

The OC COVID-19 Test-
ing Network debuted
April 21 and currently has
clinics backed by the
healthcare agency in Ana-
heim, Santa Ana, Hunting-
ton Beach, Garden Grove
and at UCI Health loca-
tions. Tests are by appoint-
ment only for people with
symptoms of what could be

COVID-19.
When county officials

unveiled the testing net-
work, they hoped to see
2,000 tests per day by this
month. The clinics aug-
ment testing opportunities
offered by private health-
care providers.

COVID-19 continues to
be the most consequential
for elderly people. The
most recently reported
deaths were all in patients
older than 75, according to
healthcare agency data.
Twenty-eight of all 50 peo-
ple whose deaths the
county attributed to
COVID-19 were in this age
range. Another five were
between 65 and 74.

Orange County’s previ-
ous single-day high point
for fatalities came April 18,
when four deaths were re-
ported. Its previous high-
water mark for new known
cases was more recent —
Thursday — with 145 new
cases and Sunday for tests
given, with 2,267 reported
that day.

The Health Care Agency
also said Friday that 181
people were hospitalized

with the virus and 61 of
them in intensive care, with
23 hospitals reporting. In-
cluding COVID-19 patients,
area hospitals were at 57%
capacity.

Here are the latest case
counts for select cities, with
their numbers per 10,000
residents:

• Santa Ana: 430 (12.7
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Anaheim: 364 (10.1
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Huntington Beach: 225
(11 cases per 10,000 resi-
dents)

• Irvine: 133 (4.7 cases per
10,000 residents)

• Newport Beach: 98 (11.2
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Costa Mesa: 40 (3.5
cases per 10,000 residents)

• Laguna Beach: 37 (15.8
cases per 10,000 residents)

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc.

For information on get-
ting tested, visit occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/covid-19-
testing-and-screening.

More coronavirus tests
than ever, also more
deaths, in Orange County
BYHILLARYDAVIS

hillary.davis@latimes.com
Twitter: @dailypilot_hd



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT SATURDAY, MAY 2, 2020 A3

Pacific View Memorial Park & Mortuary

New Development Panoramic Ocean View Lots Now Available
• Complimentary In-Park Tour or Online Virtual Tour • Complimentary Price Quote

Please call now for further
information and to receive Your Free

“Personal Planning Guide”

3500 Pacific View Drive, Corona Del Mar, CA 92625
949-644-2700

FD 1176 COA 507

All of us THANK YOU! To all our Essential Workers our world needs you and we appreciate you!

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Garcia, who works in
healthcare, said she has
family members who have
lost jobs.

“Our 1st Amendment
rights are being trampled
on completely and we
aren’t going to stand it any-
more,” Garcia said.

“People work their whole
lives for their business and
they are losing their busi-
nesses in a month. This is
not OK,” she said.

“The Constitution is not
conditional. It’s not, no
matter what. If we don’t get
out here and fight for those
rights, I can’t look my
daughter in the face when I
get home.”

On a day that would oth-
erwise offer perfect beach
weather, protesters
crowded the sidewalks —
most forgoing recom-
mended face coverings —
to push local and state
leaders to lift measures they
say are keeping people
from enjoying beaches like
Huntington’s, but also
dampening the economy.

Using megaphones and
signs, they demanded the
state reopen its economy
and allow life in public to
return to normal.

The gathering was sub-
stantially bigger than the
protest on Main Street two
weeks ago. Huntington
Beach Police Department
spokeswoman Angie Ben-
nett said there were no ar-
rests or injuries, and esti-
mated the crowd at about
2,500 people.

Julian Brudnick, 28, of
Yorba Linda waved a black
flag with a snake that read
“Don’t Tread on Me.”

“I think it all comes down
to the same thing, which is
personal freedom and lib-
erty, and not sacrificing
freedom for security,” Brud-
nick said. “I haven’t seen
this many people not wear-
ing a mask. I go into Home
Depot, you cough or sneeze
and people give you a dirty
look. What they can make
us do to each other is unbe-
lievable.”

In light of Thursday’s or-
der by Gov. Gavin Newsom
closing Orange County
beaches, protesters di-
rected their ire at the state’s
highest elected office.

A sky banner reading
“FIRE GRUESOME NEW-
SOM! OPEN CALIFORNIA!”
flew overhead.

Huntington Beach resi-
dent and professor of nurs-
ing at Santa Ana College
Becky Ettinger carried a
data-laden poster showing
statistics related to
COVID-19 infection.

Sporting a lab coat and
sunglasses — but without a

mask — she displayed her
sign: “Reopen Cali Now!”

“Poverty contributes to
early death, 22 million job
losses since COVID-19,” it
said.

“My problem now is,
what about the mental
health issues of anxiety, de-
pression, suicide, domestic
violence and child abuse?”
Ettinger said.

“All of these things are
going off the chart now, and
nobody’s even talking
about it. That’s a shame to
me because, as somebody
that studies the health of
the population, this is what
we should be focusing on.”

Ettinger made sure to
mention on her sign that
she was a resident of Surf
City.

“A lot of us from Hunt-
ington Beach, we want this
all to stop,” Ettinger said.
“We want people to be able
to open up their busi-
nesses. I would like to see
every business opened up
here on Main Street right
now, because we need to
get back outside.”

Garcia said the protest
was nonpartisan. Though
some wore “Make America
Great Again” hats or had
signs supporting President
Trump, one man carried a
sign that read, “Democrats

for reopening California.”
The man, who declined

to give his name, said that
he is most likely out of a job
for the foreseeable future.
He works as an audio engi-
neer for nightclubs and
concerts.

“I haven’t worked in ap-
proaching three months,
and I haven’t seen any kind
of a layout, a timeline, a
ballpark,” he said.

“These people work for
us. We put these people in
office, and I don’t get the
vibe that this [stay-at-home
directive] is what people
want.”

Another protest took
place early Friday morning
in Huntington Beach. Re-
public Services sanitation
workers held a protest de-
manding that Republic
Services and its largest
shareholder, Bill Gates, pro-
tect workers by providing
proper personal protective
equipment, improving safe-
ty standards and guaran-
teeing to pay every worker
for 40 hours of work amid
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Teamsters members
held signs saying, “Republic
Services: Workers Need
Protection.”

Continued from page A1
PROTEST

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

PROTESTERS REFUSE to social distance while crossing
the street at Main Street and Pacific Coast Highway.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

A SMALL AIRPLANE flies a sign that reads “FIRE
GRUESOME NEWSOM! OPEN CALIFORNIA!” during a
protest in Huntington Beach on Friday.

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

T oday we face two
global threats that
each have the po-

tential to dramatically
impact human life, indi-
vidual livelihoods and
society at large. The
causes behind both crises
are invisible to the naked
eye, require policymakers
and the public to rely on
scientists and, as with
most threats, have the
potential to be politicized
for partisan gain.

Yet they’ve also pro-
duced drastically different
levels of response. While
the coronavirus demands
our immediate attention,
the juxtaposition of
COVID-19 with the cli-
mate crisis produces
interesting points of com-
parison worthy of discus-
sion.

In the case of the co-
ronavirus, we’re, of
course, talking about a
contagious biological
danger that strikes sud-
denly, indiscriminately
and causes severe illness.
Meanwhile, climate im-
pacts are less direct, less
personally invasive and
not as clear cut as sick or
not sick.

Yet, another important
distinction is that
COVID-19 comes with a
unique fingerprint that
doctors can use, or test
for, to confirm infection
and explain symptoms. In
the case of climate
change, there is of course
no diagnostic that can
identify climate change
catastrophes — only
climate catastrophes.

That is, we can identify
hurricanes, floods,
droughts and wildfires,
but attributing their prev-
alence or severity to hu-
man activity and a warm-
ing planet is a much more
convoluted process in-
volving multiple scientific
disciplines and a wealth
of statistics and scientific
modeling; after which a
visceral sense of urgency
gets lost.

Nonetheless, there are
important attributes of
greenhouse gas emissions
that warrant immediate
international action once
we’ve recovered from the
more acutely threatening

coronavirus. For one,
greenhouse gas mol-
ecules, such as carbon
dioxide, are multi-genera-
tional, lasting 100 years or
more in the atmosphere.
The ability of these heat-
trapping gases to cause
and/or exacerbate de-
struction through rising
sea levels, infectious
disease, heat waves,
floods, droughts, wildfires
and extreme weather is
therefore extremely long
term.

If there is one lesson to
be gleaned from the
COVID-19 pandemic, it’s
that delayed action and
inadequate preparation
can have devastating
consequences. While the
Trump administration
dithered during the early
stages of the pandemic,
countries such as Taiwan,
South Korea and Ger-
many were early to em-
ploy strict mitigation and
prevention procedures
such as widespread test-
ing and detection follow-
up, closing down non-
essential businesses,
mandating social distanc-
ing, and even halting the
exportation of face masks
while ramping up domes-
tic production. Conse-
quently, death and dis-
ease caused by COVID-19
were substantially dimin-
ished in these countries.

International successes
occurred because leader-
ship and citizenry allowed
science to guide policy
and was willing to employ
the government to carry it
out. It was a level of col-
laboration and commit-
ment not unlike that
needed to address the
climate crisis.

Unlike COVID-19, the
climate crisis doesn’t have
to wait for vaccines or
breakthroughs. Scientists
have identified the prob-
lem, engineers have de-
veloped solutions, and
policy makers have de-
vised a blueprint for ac-
tion. We must reduce
greenhouse gas emissions
by phasing out fossil fuels
and in turn spurring the
transition to a clean ener-
gy economy.

To that end, many
scientists, economists,

business leaders and faith
communities have co-
alesced around a specific
policy solution called
“carbon fee and divi-
dend.” This policy would
correct an important
pollution-related market
failure by pricing the
carbon content of fossil
fuel emissions and rebat-
ing the revenue equally to
all citizens.

Before Congress today
are four bipartisan bills
which offer variations of
this approach. Republi-
cans like that such poli-
cies are market-friendly,
revenue-neutral and
neither increase taxes on
citizens nor expand the
size of government, while
Democrats value the
carbon dividend aspect
that provides economic
justice for low- and mid-
dle-income households.

The bipartisan nature
of this approach and its
potential to curb global
greenhouse gas emissions
at the scale and speed
necessary makes such
policy particularly attrac-
tive.

As scientists, business
leaders, politicians and
everyday citizens come
together to contain the
coronavirus, this pan-
demic will ultimately
fade. Meanwhile, the
concentration of green-
house gases and the
daunting threat of climate
change will only grow.

As 2020 is an election
year, it is more important
than ever to heed the
critical lessons from
COVID-19 and apply
them toward the next
great threat.

This means electing
leaders that respect
science and are prepared
to use the instruments of
government judiciously
to ensure a safe and heal-
thy population as well as
a habitable planet for
future generations.

COMMENTARY | SHAHIR MASRI, BOB TAYLOR

Rodrigo Abd | Associated Press

SCIENTISTS AT THE Pastoruri glacier in Huaraz, Peru, measure ice thickness.

SHAHIR MASRI is an
assistant specialist in air
pollution exposure
assessment and
epidemiology at UC Irvine.
ROBERT TAYLOR is a
freelance environmental
journalist.

It’s not a stretch
to juxtapose the
coronavirus and

climate change crises
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pronged structure to local-
ize the governor’s plan for
reopening businesses. The
first cornerstone of “reStore
Costa Mesa” will rely on
third-party sources to col-
lect data on the status of
the coronavirus and the
economy. The second, to
“develop a legitimate and
mature ‘shop local’ cam-
paign,” Inloes said, will dis-
seminate messaging
through city channels and
ambassadors across the
community.

“Always think Costa Mesa
local first,” said Eileen Ben-
jamin, CEO of the nearly
500-member Costa Mesa
Chamber of Commerce.
“You got to help your own
community — that’s where
you live.”

The third cornerstone of
the reStore Costa Mesa plan
will establish a call center
by reassigning city staff to
collect qualitative data from
businesses across the city
about the challenges they
face to reopening. Finally,
the city intends to develop
a comprehensive list of
businesses and their modi-
fied services.

Aside from the four
cornerstones, Inloes said
the city is exploring the
possibility of partnering
with microlenders, such as
Kiva, to create more aid op-
portunities for small busi-
nesses.

While Costa Mesa is not
likely to create its own loan
program — the city is losing
money alongside everyone
else — it could provide
credibility for businesses in
the community seeking
help, Mayor Pro Tem John
Stephens said.

“It’s creating like a bridge
between capital market and
people that need it who
would otherwise not have
access to that capital,” he
said of microlending op-
portunities.

While discussion of re-
opening the economy be-
gins to take shape, some
businesses worry that gov-
ernment aid may be com-
ing too late.

Benjamin said she is not
aware of any businesses as-
sociated with the chamber
that have received federal
stimulus funding yet,
though some are getting
approved and others are in
processing.

“There’s still the majority
of people waiting to hear
something and they fear
that by the time they are
gotten to, the money will be

gone,” she said. “How long
can these businesses wait
before they go under?”

Diane Pritchett, executive
director of the South Coast
Metro Alliance, said the
business community is
hungry for a date so they
can begin their own re-
opening plans in earnest.

Already, many industries
are preparing to put new
protocols in place, such as
taking temperatures at the
door, reconfiguring dining
rooms to accommodate
distancing, installing more
hand sanitizer stations and
requiring masks or gloves.

“I think everybody is
done with this whole thing
and ready to open,” Pritch-
ett said. “They’re cautiously
optimistic.”

Maurizio Cocchi never
thought he would be cele-
brating the seventh anni-
versary of Vitaly Caffe, his
quintessentially Italian
restaurant at the Camp, in
the middle of a global pan-
demic.

But that’s the situation he
found himself in Friday, as
his business, which once
employed more than 20
people, had dwindled down
to only a couple of employ-
ees to keep up its to-go
service.

As soon as the opportu-
nity to reopen arises, Coc-
chi said he’ll be ready with
new protocols in place.

“It’s our decision to be
absolutely 100% careful in
what we are going to pro-
duce and how … to avoid
any potential contamina-
tion in contact or serving or
talking to people,” said the
restaurateur. “In any case
this is something that does
change restaurant life for-
ever, probably.”

Costa Mesa took its first
steps to reopening this
week, when the city relaxed
its restrictions on open
spaces, reopening golf
courses and allowing for
pass-throughs in some
parks. But the city — along
with the rest of California
— is still weeks away from
its new normal.

“Even though we’re going
to start to slowly reopen,
make sure we only go out
for essential activities, …
[and] we stay physically dis-
tanced,” Mayor Katrina Fo-
ley said in a virtual town
hall meeting Thursday.
“You got to remember to
keep that distance and
that’s the way we will be
able to continue to open
more and more busi-
nesses.”

Continued from page A1
RECOVERY

faith.pinho@latimes.com
Twitter: @faithepinho

since the Corona-based
company entered Orange
County. As she watched the
long line of cars backing up
in the parking lot, Foley
said the company has pro-
vided food for the city’s
high school football and
basketball teams in the
past.

She thanked those who
walked through the parking
lot for wearing their masks
and practicing social dis-
tancing.

“Really, what we’re find-
ing is that there’s this whole
group of people that are
hungry,” Foley said.
“They’re low-wage workers
who either worked in hos-
pitality or in food service,
kitchens and different
places. Housekeepers, nan-

nies, they don’t have jobs
and they don’t have unem-
ployment necessarily ei-
ther. It’s a struggle right
now, so to be able to sup-
port families right in the
heart of the Westside is
really generous.”

Nero said that he’s hope-
ful that Strut will be able to
reopen soon. But, for now,
he said he was happy to be
able to contribute during
the pandemic.

“We’ve been replenishing
[the meals] by the hun-
dreds, every 15 minutes it
feels like,” he said. “It’s just
a reflection of the times.
Nobody is immune from
this scenario. It doesn’t
matter what demographic,
even what financial bracket
you fall in. People have
been hit from all angles.”

Continued from page A1
GIVEAWAY

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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One would be hard-pressed to
find another who loves the sport
of volleyball more than Rob Es-
pero.

The Costa Mesa resident was
doing live interviews for Volley
ballMag.com at a tri-dual beach
volleyball event at Merle Norman
Stadium at USC on March 11
when he overheard a fan mention
that the Utah Jazz at Oklahoma
City Thunder basketball game
had been canceled.

As it turned out, the co-
ronavirus was one of the few
things that could pull Espero
away from the volleyball court.

“I literally lost 90% of my work
within a period of 72 hours, it felt
like,” said Espero, who announces
for high school, college and pro-
fessional matches.

The CIF State and Southern
Section championships, the Vol-
leyball Nations League and AVP
events in the area are just a few of
the gigs that Espero had lined up.

Thanks to a timely promotion
for his wife, Tracey, who works for
Boeing, the family has been able
to hold it together financially.

Espero, 50, stays home with the
kids, a 9-year-old daughter and a
5-year-old son. Working volleyball
matches provided a flexible
schedule that was generally in the
evenings.

“Now that everyone is sheltered
in, we don’t have the [baby]sitter,”
Espero said. “We don’t have the
coverage, so the challenge has
been trying to keep him dis-
tracted while maintaining the
studies for my daughter, keeping
her on her required hours for the
day of schooling, as well as com-
pleting projects, while I have this
super active, physical, vibrant,
energetic boy.

“He wants to wrestle, so hon-
estly, it’s been the biggest chal-
lenge because I’m exhausted by
the end of the day.”

Espero has devoted his free
time to the Viral Volley Podcast.
He has been bringing athletes on
the show and interviewing them
to spotlight the sport. Costa Me-
sa’s Sara Hughes, who partnered
with Kelly Claes for back-to-back
NCAA championships in beach
volleyball (2016 and 2017) while at
USC, was recently a guest.

“I’m more concerned for ath-
letes who make this their living,”
Espero said. “Time is the com-
modity that they can’t get back,
and they’ve lost a year of their
competition, be it high school,
club, juniors, collegiate or profes-
sional. My heart breaks for them
because I see how they train. I see
the commitment and dedication
they have to be the best.”

After retiring from coaching
track and field, which included

stints at Golden West College
(2003-15) and Mt. San Antonio
College (1999-2004), Don Turn-
bull knew he had to stick around
the sport.

Turnbull, 50, of Anaheim said
that announcing accounts for
about a third of his annual in-
come. He is also a commission-
based salesman for VS Athletics,
which sells track and field equip-
ment, so the sports shutdown has
been a big hit.

The Mt. SAC Relays, the Ben
Brown Invitational at Cal State
Fullerton, meets at UC Irvine and
the CIF State track and field
championships are among the
events Turnbull was slated to
work.

Turnbull said that announcing
could fill his schedule in a hurry
with the copious notetaking.

“You have to do introductions
for every race,” Turnbull said.
“You have to know things about
at least one or two people in ev-
ery race, if not everyone in the
race, … their [personal records]
or what their accomplishments
were.”

Having been behind the micro-
phone on and off for close to 30
years and solidly for the last dec-
ade, Turnbull has quite a few con-
nections in the sport, including
his past athletes. The loss of the
season has been tough.

“I’m missing being out there,”

said Turnbull, who added that he
last coached in 2016 working with
the national teams of Saudi Ara-
bia and New Zealand. “The big-
gest thing is I miss seeing all the
people I know on a daily basis.”

Aaron Rosenberg, 35, of Glen-
dale has been a play-by-play an-
nouncer for CASportsZone since
the 2014 football season.

He began calling games for the
Huntington Beach baseball team
midway through the 2018 season.

Rosenberg said he deals in
taxes and bookkeeping as his pri-
mary job. Love of baseball was so
great for the former LA Valley
College pitcher that he was will-
ing to pick up more work in his
busiest time of the year.

“I’m still busy,” Rosenberg said.
“It was actually pretty stressful,
trying to juggle all these things
before this happened. I love base-
ball, so I was happy to do it.”

Rosenberg thought about the
canceled Boras Classic tourna-
ment as a lost opportunity for un-
signed seniors to showcase their
talents to coaches and scouts.

Asked what stood out to him
from the abbreviated season, Ro-
senberg raved about Jake Vogel,
the Oilers’ center fielder who is
committed to UCLA.

“He was incredible to watch,”
Rosenberg said. “He could do
everything on the field. He had
incredible range in the outfield,
had a cannon for an arm. He
could hit for average. He could hit
for power. He’s a great baserun-
ner.

“Actually, the last game that we
did was a road game at Laguna
Beach, and he hit for the cycle
that day.”

NOT ON THE CALL

Announcers deal with absence of sports during pandemic

Courtesy of
Ed Chan

ROB ESPERO
speaks at the
AVPFirst
“Serving Up
Syle” charity
event in
Huntington
Beach in
November.
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Ricardo Arellanes (Re-
dondo Union) and senior
defenseman Paul Wagner
(Huntington Beach) were
also chosen to play in the
Varsity All-Star game.

Forward Joe Rando, a
junior at Huntington
Beach, led the Beach Cities
squad with 10 goals and 10
assists during the regular
season.

Lang got red-hot late in
the season, scoring 11 goals
to go with three assists
over a four-game stretch.
The hot streak culminated
with a four-goal, six-point
performance in a 10-1 win
over the Corona-Norco
Stingrays in the first round
of the Division 2 playoffs
on Feb. 12.

“That was definitely
fun,” Lang said. “I scored
all four of my goals with
the exact same shot in the
exact same spot, just top
right corner every time.

“The goalie wouldn’t
ever cover it, so it’s just ev-
ery time I came down,
pretty much always com-
ing down the right side,
top right would be open. It
kept working, so if it ain’t
broke, don’t fix it.”

Lang said that hockey is
a year-round sport for him,
as he also plays club
hockey with the California
Wave organization. The
coronavirus has taken that
away for now, but he
hopes to continue playing
hockey in college.

Chargers coach David
Walker also holds the title
of Great Park Ice Hockey
manager. He believes that
the sport will be able to
sustain through the hiatus
forced upon its players and
fans by COVID-19.

“I don’t think that the
shutdown is really going to
affect the long term, be-
cause at the end of the day,
people who are involved in
the game of hockey, they’re
involved with it because
they love it,” Walker said.
“Once things pick up,
things that you love, you’re
going to end up going back
to.

“I think if anything, it
helps people realize how
much they truly miss it
and enjoy being around it.
If anything, it might actu-
ally bring more people
back into it, realizing how
something [has been] re-
moved from your every-
day life that you take for
granted.”

Three years ago, the Edi-
son High hockey team
played into mid-March on
its way to capturing the
Commissioner’s Cup.

Edison edged La Puente
Bishop Amat 6-4 in the An-
aheim Ducks High School
Hockey League’s Division 3
championship game at
The Rinks Anaheim Ice.

The season used to
stretch from September
into February before start-
ing the playoffs, but the
opening of Great Park Ice
and FivePoint Arena in
Irvine at the start of 2019
allowed for a condensed
schedule.

If there were ever good
timing, this was it. The
ADHSHL was largely unaf-
fected by the outbreak of
the coronavirus.

“Luckily, we had already
planned to condense our
season with more ice avail-
ability at Great Park,” Erik
Pessolano, the ADHSHL’s
director of media, said via
text message. “We com-
pleted a full 18-game sea-
son from October to Feb-
ruary before the pandemic
halted most sports. We fin-
ished our playoffs, as well,
and the state playoffs were
completed, too. The only
thing that did not occur
was the high school na-
tional championships.”

After a one-year stint at
Division 1 following the ti-
tle run, Edison was back in
Division 3 last season. This
season, the Chargers made
the leap to Division 2.

Edison (14-5-0-1, third
place) had forward
Stephen Bedard, defense-
men Clay Bozanich and
Easton Laird, and goal-
tender Grey Godfrey
named to the ADHSHL
Senior All-Star game this
season.

Senior forward Evan Os-
terkamp and Bozanich
each had two goals, and
Bedard had a four-point
performance as the Char-
gers routed the Poway Uni-
fied Hawks 8-2 in the Divi-
sion 2 quarterfinals.

The Chargers lost to
eventual champion Bell-
flower St. John Bosco 3-2 in
the semifinals. Junior for-
ward Ryan Newton and
Laird scored the goals for
Edison.

Beach Cities (10-6-0-4,
fifth) had Tommy Lang, a
senior center at Hunting-
ton Beach, selected to the
ADHSHL Senior All-Star
game. Senior goaltender

HOCKEY
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Kyle Wilson has been at
Costa Mesa Country Club
for 21 years, and he took
over as the club’s director of
golf about a year ago.

When he took the job, he
had no idea that it would
involve playing the role of
gatekeeper.

These are anything but
ordinary times due to the
coronavirus pandemic, and
Wilson found himself in
that unfamiliar position as
noon approached on
Wednesday.

For the first time since
March 20, Costa Mesa
Country Club opened its
two public golf courses —
Mesa Linda and Los Lagos
— for walking play only.

Those wishing to play
needed to book a tee time
before arriving, and club
staff stopped arriving cars
before entering the parking
lot to check that they had
done so.

If players arrived earlier
than 15 minutes before
their tee time, they were
asked to remain in their
parked cars until they were
within the specified win-
dow.

No matter what the job
required on reopening day,
Wilson said that morale at
the club was “super good.”
He felt that even the best-
laid plans could go awry,
but he said that had not
been the case.

“I didn’t expect it to run
as smoothly as it has, so it’s
been a lot better than I an-
ticipated,” Wilson said.

“Everybody is cooperating.
For the most part, every-
body understands. Every-
body is doing their part.
Everything has been good.”

Further precautions were
put in place on the course.
Lines of tape set six feet
apart marked where mem-
bers of the group waiting to
tee off could stand.

Danny Lane, the general
manager of Costa Mesa
Country Club, added that
the restrooms were open,
but that a staff member was
cleaning them every hour,
as well as any touch points
in the area.

The driving range and
putting green were closed,
as was the clubhouse. Only
the starter window was
open.

Lane added that cups at
the holes had been turned
inside out, allowing players
to sink their putts while still
being able to pick their ball
up with ease.

“I’m extremely grateful to
the golfing public,” Lane
said. “They’ve done a fan-
tastic job adhering to all
our guidelines, very thor-
ough guidelines — not
coming 15 minutes in ad-
vance, face coverings, social
distancing. We’ve been very
impressed with them, and
that’s made it actually a
very good start to us open-
ing up.”

Dan Berkenfield, 45, of
Costa Mesa was one of the
first to play again at the
venue, having been invited
by a friend who secured the
first tee time of 6:08 a.m.

He said that he had not

told his 15-year-old son,
Max, that the club was
open Wednesday, and that
he would likely be eager to
hit the links, too.

“He’ll be jealous,”
Berkenfield said. “He’ll be
happy to hear about this.”

Eddie Rodriguez, 30, was
getting ready to start his
round on the Mesa Linda
course when he shared his
thoughts about playing golf
with safe-play protocols in
effect.

“A lot of people aren’t tak-
ing this [pandemic] seri-
ously, whether you want to
or not, but the fact that they
have to [in order] to be
open, I’ll follow the rules for
us to get out here,” said
Rodriguez, who formerly
played golf at Costa Mesa
High and graduated in
2008. “I’m fine with that.
Everybody should be. It’s
silly to not be.”

Both Costa Mesa Country
Club and Mesa Verde

Country Club, a private
club that also opened again
on Wednesday, took advan-
tage of the stoppage in golf
to aerate their greens, leav-
ing their respective courses
in pristine condition for
golfers upon their return.

“We’re just happy to be
here,” said Jeremy Samson,
the general manager of
Mesa Verde Country Club.
“We’re happy to have our
members back on the golf
course, and we’ve devel-
oped a safety protocol that
we’re following to a ‘T,’ and
they’re obviously pretty
happy to be back.

“We feel like we can con-
tinue to have them utilize
the club in a limited capac-
ity, and we’re moving for-
ward. I look forward to
helping Costa Mesa reopen
as quickly and safely as
possible.”

GOLF
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GOLFEREDDIERODRIGUEZ,30, teesoff ashebeginsa roundofgolfwith, fromleft,NickPederson, 29, brother Justin
Rodriguez, 29, andToddCarbello, 58, asCostaMesaCountryClubopened its twocourses forwalkingplayonlyonWednesday.

Costa Mesa courses reopen
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GOLFERS PRACTICE physical distancing as they wait their
turns to tee off at Costa Mesa Country Club on Wednesday.


