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Laguna Beach’s police officers
will see a 19% increase in pay and
benefits per the terms of an
agreement reached between the
city and the union representing
the department’s employees, offi-
cials announced Wednesday.

The deal, which must be ap-
proved by the City Council before
becoming a reality, is expected to
increase the city’s budget by
$400,000 in the fiscal year that
runs from last July through June
2023, $1.1 million the fiscal year
ending in 2024 and $1.7 million in
2025, Laguna Beach officials
wrote in a news release.

The new contract features the

Laguna,
police
union
agree on
contract
City’s law enforcement
officers will become the
second highest paid in
the county after a 19%
boost in pay, benefits.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Contract, page A3

Newport Beach residents have
three days left to weigh in on
which of 33 works will be dis-
played as part of Phase VIII for
the rotating exhibition in Civic
Center Park.

“We encourage all Newport
Beach residents to provide their
input and select their favorite
sculptures for Phase VIII of the
Sculpture Exhibition in Civic Cen-
ter Park,” said Newport Beach
Arts Commission Chair Arlene
Greer. “There are a variety of
sculptures to consider, and we are

Sculpture
exhibition
narrows
selection
About 33 sculptures are
up for consideration for
a rotating display in
Civic Center Park. The
survey closes Tuesday.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Sculpture, page A4

F or the past three years, Laguna Beach
coffee roasters Steve and Embry Mun-
sey have been preparing and selling

beans for high-end craft java lovers from a
Laguna Canyon Road studio called Jedidiah
Coffee.

The couple can regularly be seen running
espresso bars at local business openings,
purveying beans to local restaurants and
even hosting occasional pop-ups, making a
name for themselves and building a brand
despite not having a brick-and-mortar café.

But all that is about to change.
On Wednesday, the Munseys appeared

before the Laguna Beach Planning Commis-
sion, seeking the necessary permits to open
a sidewalk café at a commercial property at
397 E. Coast Highway. The spot was formerly
occupied by Laguna Nursery.

Their plan is to offer a range of coffee
drinks and pastries, while selling beans from
Africa and Central and South America, along
with an array of culinary and coffee equip-

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACH residents Steve and Embry Munsey stand in the space that will be Jedidiah Coffee, a craft coffee and café in North Laguna. The
Munseys are hopeful that the shop, named after their second child whom they lost at birth, will be up and running by the summer.

Jedidiah Coffee owners
brew plans for a new café

STEVEMUNSEY posts a sign in the space that will be Jedidiah Coffee in North Laguna.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Café, page A8

The world’s tech community
descended en masse on Las
Vegas this week, all in search of
the Next Big Thing at CES 2023
— the world’s largest technology
show.

More than 100,000 vendors,
analysts, industry affiliates and
media crawled Las Vegas’ myriad
convention facilities at the annu-
al event, which was canceled in
2021 and was held on a much
smaller scale in 2022. This year
marked the first time that major
companies like Google returned
to the consumer electronics
show since the start of the pan-
demic, and a sense of pent-up
energy was palpable.

Many Orange County compa-
nies were among those to make
the trek, with the dual goal of
getting their products to market

and seeing what everyone else
was doing — all in a hedonistic
atmosphere in the theme of
what is now called “revenge trav-
el,” after so many trips were
postponed or canceled due to
the pandemic.

Celebrities abounded at CES
2023, with Paris Hilton pitching
herself as the Queen of the Meta-
verse, Paula Abdul launching a
line of audio glasses, Project
Venkman pitching Bill Murray
NFTs and Twisted Sister’s Dee
Snider representing new
Sennheiser earbuds that might
be seen as pseudo hearing aids.
Imagine Dragons performed at a
private concert for Dolby, while
Snoop Dogg served as DJ at an
Amazon party.

But for many local O.C. com-
panies, the focus was a bit more

O.C. companies join trek to Vegas for CES 2023

Courtesy of Targus

ATTENDEES AT the first day of CES 2023 in Las Vegas gather near the
Targus booth. The convention is back in full swing this year.

BY CANDICE YACONO

See CES, page A2

YOUNG MUSICIANS KEEP
BAROQUE MUSIC ALIVE WITH
KONTRAPUNKTUS PAGE A7
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Thanks to Orange County’s
highest-ranked cancer center,
we can say,

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

There’s no greater feeling than knowing you’ve chosen
the best place to help you beat cancer. At UCI Health, we
treat more patients with cancer and more complex cases
than any other hospital in the region. And with world-class
comprehensive cancer care within your reach, the words
“cancer-free” are even closer.

NCI
Designated

Comprehensive
Cancer Center

This week, Disney an-
nounced the popular Dis-
neyland Half Marathon
Weekend will return next
year as a part of the runDis-
ney race schedule.

“We’re so excited to bring
runDisney races back to
the West Coast in 2024 and
are even more excited for
the return of the fan-favor-
ite Disneyland Half Mara-
thon Weekend,” Disney
Sports Social Community
Manager Sarah Harris said
in a post on the Disney-
Parks Blog.

RunDisney is the race se-

ries featuring runs at Dis-
ney Theme Parks world-
wide.

While the Disneyland
Half Marathon Weekend
isn’t scheduled until Jan. 11
through 14, 2024, general
registration opens Feb. 14,
2023, and the event is ex-
pected to sell out.

The Disneyland Half
Marathon Weekend will be
the first runDisney race at
Disneyland since 2017 and
will be made up of a 5K,
10K and half marathon.
RunDisney is also known
for its “challenge” races, a
10K and half marathon
combined over two days.

Details about the local
race course have yet to be
announced, but past mara-
thons have included sev-
eral miles on the streets of
Anaheim and Downtown
Disney. The route typically
features music, live enter-
tainment and sightings of
Disney characters. Runners
also receive uniquely
themed medals for com-
pleting the course.

The 2023-24 runDisney
race season begins in No-
vember with the Disney
Wine & Dine Half Mara-
thon Weekend Nov. 2
through 5 at Walt Disney
World Resort, and contin-
ues with the Walt Disney
World Marathon Weekend
on Jan. 3 through 7, 2024, at
Walt Disney World Resort.
The season continues with
the Disneyland Half Mara-
thon Weekend in Anaheim
Jan. 11 through 12, 2024, fol-
lowed by the Disney Prin-
cess Half Marathon Week-
end Feb. 22 through 25,
2024 at Walt Disney World
Resort. The season ends
with the Springtime Sur-
prise Weekend, also at Walt
Disney World Resort, taking
place April 18 through 21,
2024. Since race weekends
will take place on both the
East and West coasts,
runDisney also plans to
bring back the Coast to
Coast Race Challenge in
2024, with medals awarded
to runners who participate
in select races on both
sides of the country.

In conjunction with the
in-person events, runDis-
ney will host a virtual series
for runners of all ages from
June 2023 until August
2023. Registration for the
virtual series opens April
25, 2023.

Disney anticipates over
100,000 runners from
across the country will par-
ticipate in the 2023-24 race
season.

“With entertainment, be-
loved characters and Dis-
ney magic at every mile,
runDisney races are mem-
orable experiences for run-
ners of all ages and skill lev-
els,” said Harris. “They’re
also the only opportunity
for runners and Disney
fans alike to run unique
courses through Disney
parks.”

Half marathon
to dash back to
Magic Kingdom

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Courtesy of Disneyland Resort

THE DISNEYLAND Half Marathon will return to Disneyland Resort in Anaheim Jan. 11 through 14, 2024. The weekend will
include three endurance events, a challenge and more that are sure to be filled with miles of memorable moments.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

conventional.

A RAINBOW-HUED
FUTURE

Fountain Valley-based
gaming and esports prod-
uct company HyperX
launched a variety of new
offerings this week at CES,
from Xbox gear to mice.

“HyperX engineers and
designers are constantly lis-
tening to today’s gamers
and working to innovate
and drive the industry for-
ward with new, impressive
and exciting solutions,”
said Mark Tekunoff, the
company’s public relations
manager.

But the company’s big-
gest announcement was its
HX3D initiative, which
takes advantage of the new
relationship forged by last
year’s acquisition of Hy-
perX by HP. HyperX will use
HP’s 3D color printing
technology to allow gamers
to create custom 3D gear
and accessories like key-
caps for keyboards, head-
sets, mice and other prod-
ucts.

“CES is an ideal venue for
HyperX to showcase its lat-
est solutions, providing the
opportunity for one-on-
one time with industry me-
dia, partners and more,”
Tekunoff said.

HyperX also has a special
relationship with Las Vegas
outside of CES week via its
famed HyperX Arena, a
30,000-square-foot venue
for esports competition in-
side the landmark Luxor
pyramid that’s the first such
permanent space on the
Las Vegas Strip.

HyperX is also heavily in-
volved in the Southern Cal-
ifornia community, spon-
soring local school esports
teams and working with
Riot Games and the SoLa
Technology and Entrepre-
neurship Center for under-
served students. HyperX
helped craft an esports
arena at the center filled
with their peripherals.

‘ROOTED IN ANAHEIM’
Targus, which became a

household name as the first
company to start making
laptop bags in the 1980s, is
celebrating 40 years in
2023. This year, Targus’
prime location in the busi-
est part of the CES show
floor was the perfect place
to launch a bevy of new de-
vices and bags including a
zero-waste backpack.

Targus got its roots in the
United Kingdom before
moving to Anaheim.

“We’ve been in Orange
County for more than 20
years,” said Andrew Corkill,
Targus’ vice president of
global marketing and e-
commerce. “We’re really
rooted in Anaheim; that’s
our worldwide head-
quarters and where most of
our employees are based.”

Targus employees stay
involved in the community
through participation with
hunger relief nonprofits
and partnerships with the
Wounded Warrior Project.

As with many other com-
panies, at the start of the
pandemic, the Targus office
emptied out and white-col-
lar employees began work-
ing from home. “But all of
our warehouse workers still
went into work every single
day during COVID,” Corkill
said. “Those guys were the
frontline workers for us, be-
cause they didn’t skip a day;
we were able to keep the
warehouse running.”

Corkill said the Targus

CEO initially took the “old
school” approach that
work-from-home wouldn’t
allow the company to keep
up, but he was pleasantly
surprised by how produc-
tivity was maintained. “So
now we have a very flexible
working schedule,” he said.
Employees can choose to
work in the office or from
home; the office layout was
redone to suit this new hy-
brid model.

Targus products are all
designed by an in-house
global design team. The
company was an early
adopter in sustainability
and has focused for over a
decade on eco-friendly lap-
top bags made from recy-
cled water bottles.

In addition to its domi-
nance in laptop bags, the
company has spent the
past decade expanding into
another avenue.

“We’ve always made
some mice and some key-
boards,” Corkill said. “But
in the last 10 years we’ve
really focused on entering
the tech market. We’ve
been making docking sta-
tions, which allow you to
improve your productivity
by using multiple moni-
tors.”

The docks are especially
popular with enterprise
customers, which have
seen an uptick in produc-
tivity.

“This is the first time that
our tech sales have actually
surpassed our bag sales,”
Corkill said. “We have a
huge, huge bag business.
Now we have a huge tech
business.”

As with its laptop bags,
Targus also has moved into
sustainably produced tech
accessories, including key-
boards made from 85%
post-consumer recycled
materials.

“We’re really focusing on
sustainability, making sure
that we’re reusing our prod-
ucts; we’re recycling prod-
ucts and just trying to help
the environment,” Corkill
said.

Targus also has begun fo-
cusing on antimicrobial
products since the pan-
demic began.

“When COVID kicked off,
we had already been dis-
cussing antimicrobial, so
we just went straight into
launching antimicrobial
mice and keyboards,”
Corkill said. “We also made
antimicrobial tablet cases
and a backpack made from

antimicrobial material. All
of those products launched
just shortly after the pan-
demic hit. We wanted to
make sure people had
something that they felt
safer with. Even our eco-
products have antimicrobi-
al material.”

Targus was acquired in
October by B. Riley. “That’s

really got us all excited, be-
cause that’s a whole new
adventure, right?” Corkill
said. “You’ve got a whole
new team of people that
are helping you now, and
helping guide you, and
helping to expand what
you’ve already got.”

Despite the acquisition,
Corkill says Targus has no

plans to leave Orange
County.

“What we are planning to
do, though, is to make sure
the company continues to
grow,” he said. “There’s
tons of opportunity for us.”
The company will focus on
growth, mergers and acqui-

Continued from page A1
CES

Candice Yacono

A CUSTOMIZED HyperX mechanical gaming keyboard on display at CES 2023 in Las Vegas.

See CES, page A3
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It’s hard to believe that William
“Rick” Singer’s college admission
bribery scandal first came to light
nearly four years ago. I always
wondered when he would be
sentenced and now we know.
Singer ruined numerous lives. I’m
glad he has been sentenced to 42
months in jail, but I’m not sure
that will undo the long term
damage his “Varsity Blues”
scheme left in its wake.

Denny Freidenrich
Laguna Beach

School’s HVAC system
wasteful

Please be advised the HVAC
units on five portable classrooms
have been running continuously
since the start of the break on
Dec. 23, starting at 7 a.m. and
continuing late into the evening.
The campus is closed and no one
is inside. This grotesque waste of
energy and disregard for taxpayer
money is outrageous and unac-
ceptable. Why won’t the school
district install and use thermo-

stats like responsible Califor-
nians? Of course the school and
district offices are closed so this
disgusting waste of resources and
tax dollars will continue through-
out the break. If this is how the
district visibly wastes taxpayers’
funds, one can only imagine what
other waste, fraud and abuse is
going on in not visible places.

Nor is this the first time this
has occurred at Andersen: The
HVACs routinely run after hours,
on weekends and during breaks
despite complaints made to the
school and district offices.

Apart from the gross waste, the
HVACs are noisy and unpleasant
for neighbors trying to have a
quiet holiday. The school and
district need to start acting like a

respectful neighbor instead of a
thoughtless, energy-wasting bully.

Roman Darmer
Newport Beach

MAILBAG

Singer sentenced, his
damage will last

Scott Eisen | Getty Images

WILLIAM "RICK" SINGER leaves Boston Federal Court on March 12,
2019 in Boston, Mass.

highest level of compensa-
tion ever offered to the
city’s officers, and would
make theirs the second
highest-paying police de-
partment in Orange
County.

“At its core, this agree-
ment is about supporting
public safety,” Laguna
Beach Mayor Bob Whalen
stated in the city’s release.
The City Council will con-
sider the agreement at its
regular meeting on Tues-
day.

Most of the raise comes
in the form of a 15% salary
increase for officers that
will be staggered over the
course of three years. It also
includes an increase in the
city’s contribution to their
retirement fund and a 12%
pay boost for non-sworn
support staff.

The announcement of
successful negotiations be-
tween the city and the La-
guna Beach Police Employ-
ee’s Assn. came four
months after the City
Council unanimously ap-
proved temporary hiring
and overtime incentives in
an effort to recruit and re-
tain more officers. Those
included a $15,000 bonus
for new hires through the
end of 2022, as well as dou-
ble pay for overtime in Sep-
tember and November, and
were expected to cost about
$100,000 funded by the de-
partment’s overtime budget
and the city’s general fund
contingency account.

The department had ex-
perienced a rise in resigna-
tions and retirements in re-
cent years, due at least in
part to “changes in legisla-
tion that have placed more
pressure and scrutiny on
officers,” Laguna Beach Po-
lice Chief Jeff Calvert said
during a City Council meet-
ing on Aug. 2. There had
also been numerous offi-
cers who had either tested
positive for COVID-19 or
taken leave for other in-
juries.

At that time, the city had
budgeted for 55 sworn offi-
cers, but only 43 were avail-
able for duty, Calvert said.

Continued from page A1
CONTRACT

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

sitions in markets such as
Europe, Australia, Canada
and Latin America.

DOING WHAT THEY LOVE
Yorba Linda-based

EZQuest was founded in a
garage in Anaheim Hills. Its
current bread-and-butter
line is its range of USB-C
docks, cables and adapters;
it was one of the first com-
panies to bring accessories
using this connectivity to
market.

The new USB-C hubs
EZQuest announced at CES
allow for screen mirroring,
data transfer and charging.
They were designed based
on customers’ real-life
needs and preferences.

“The latest laptops and
computers are becoming
thinner and lighter every
year; it can leave users
wanting and needing extra
ports to make multitasking
easier,” said Ebrahim
Zmehrir, founder and CEO
of EZQuest. “These are ex-
citing times for us, so we
can do what we love, which
is to make what customers
need.”

Zmehrir honed his gift
for intuiting what people
want while working for an-
other local company.

“I graduated in Iran with
a degree in electronics,”
Zmehrir said. “I came to
the U.S. in 1990. I worked
as a technician at VCP
computer products. After
VCP was shut down, I de-
cided to open my own
company in 1994 out of my
garage focusing on the ex-
ternal storage market.”

EZQuest got its start
manufacturing external
hard drives with the then-
popular FireWire connec-
tivity. The products were an
immediate hit, winning
awards and receiving “Best
Of” nominations from
Macworld magazine and
IBM.

From there, as technol-
ogy changed and cloud-
based storage became
popular, the company piv-
oted to tech accessories
harnessing the new USB-C
standard.

Zmehrir said the pan-
demic has actually helped
his company, since the
need for accessories due to
remote work grew.

“What I have learned
since I have been in the
U.S. is that you won’t know
what you are capable of un-
less you are cornered in
and there is no way to es-
cape,” Zmehrir said. “Sud-
denly you will see talents
and develop a stronger will
to do things that you did
not know you had in you.”

In the future, the com-
pany will continue to focus
on innovative USB-C hubs
and products, including a
dock that takes charging
and powering devices to
the next level.

‘IMPORTANT
OPPORTUNITIES’

All of the Orange County
companies interviewed
agreed that CES is abso-
lutely integral to their busi-
ness.

“CES is an opportunity to
get a pulse on what is hap-
pening in the electronics
industry and which direc-
tion technology is head-
ing,” Zmehrir said. “It is
also a forum to meet with
people face-to-face to dis-
cuss and share ideas for the
present and future ... The
more you put into this
event, the more you can

take away from it.”
“Targus has been coming

to CES for many, many
years,” Corkill said. The
company has experi-
mented with different
modes of engagement,
from big booths on the
convention floor to private
showcases in luxury suites.
But Targus found customer
engagement was highest
when it went with a “big
bang” approach on the
show floor.

“CES ends up being
something that’s a lot of fun
for people. They can see
the excitement that is hap-
pening here,” Corkill said.
“I think CES is really worth
it. You get to meet a lot of
different people and it
opens up your horizon a
lot. Plus, we take advantage
of meeting not only our
partners, but our competi-
tors. Even though we com-
pete with a lot of the com-
panies here, there are lots
of times when you may end
up partnering with those
companies. Plus, we get to
see everything from tele-
scopes to race cars.”

Continued from page A2
CES

Candice Yacono

HYPERX GAMINGmice and controllers debuting at CES 2023 in Las Vegas.
CANDICE YACONO is a
contributor to TimesOC.
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dozen musicians, with
songs in 25 languages,
Pink Martini brings its
multilingual repertoire
to Segerstrom Hall.

Pink
Martini

Ja
nu
ar
y
12
•7
:3
0
pm

THIS
THURSDAY
ONLY!

Ph
ot
o
by
Ju
lia
n
Jo
hn
so
n

Her ground-breaking
novels on the mother-
daughter experiences
of Chinese-Americans

have touched
generations.tions.

AmyTan
In Conversation

Ja
nu
ar
y
23
•8

pm

scfta.org

Segerstrom Center Presents

S ome time around the
early- to mid-2000s,
countless thousands of

people decided they hate the
word “moist.” Some had prob-
ably hated it all along. Others
were clearly jumping on a band-
wagon — like middle school girls
deciding some person or thing should
be shunned. “Eww, Tammy’s so
gross!”

By 2007, linguists were penning
analyses of why people hate the word
“moist” and why they don’t have the
same reaction to “hoist” and “foist”:
The answer, it seems, is that people
associate “moist” with bodily fluids,
much like the way those middle-
school girls associated Tammy with
the one time she had spinach in her
teeth.

Interestingly, when someone is
talking about cake, the word “moist”
doesn’t elicit the same revulsion.

Respondents in a 1946 survey pub-
lished in the 1977 “Book of Lists”

didn’t include “moist” among
the worst-sounding English
words. Back then, people were
cringing at cacophony,
crunch, flatulent, gripe, jazz,

phlegmatic, plump, plutocrat,
sap and treachery. So tastes

change, apparently.
I was curious whether our new-

found hatred of “moist” was spilling
over into the world of professional
publishing, so I searched in Google’s
Ngram Viewer, which shows how
often words appear in published
works over time. Turns out “moist”
has been in steady decline for over a
century but took a big dip around
2010. Even more telling: Also around
2010, the words “damp” and “wet”
jumped in popularity, apparently
serving as pinch-hitters (even though
you could argue they’re just as icky).

It’s unclear whether writers are
avoiding the word “moist” because
they dislike it or because they know
readers do, but either way there’s a

lesson here: When writing, choose
your words carefully.

Case in point: I always liked the
word “impactful.” It’s efficient and
clear — simpler than saying some-
thing “has an impact.” Then a reader
teased me about using it. The gibe got
to me. Now I shy away from using
“impactful,” and I cringe when I see it
in print or hear it spoken. I’m not
proud that I was so easily prejudiced
against “impactful,” but any writer
who wants to keep me focused on
their message instead of their word
choice would be wise to avoid it.

You don’t have to accommodate
every reader’s aversion to every po-
tentially off-putting word. But you
should keep the reader in the back of
your mind at all times. If you’re writ-
ing crime fiction or horror and you
want to elicit a visceral response, by
all means use “moist.” But if you’re
writing a memo to your staff about

AWORD, PLEASE | JUNE CASAGRANDE

Ken Hively | Los Angeles Times

MANY READERS find reference to a “moist” sponge repugnant but are not bothered by a piece of “moist” honey ginger
sponge cake, as pictured.

‘Moist’ and other words
people don’t like

SeeMoist, page A9

closes, the commission
will review the results and
are expected to present
the 10 finalists and their
three alternates — in the
event that a sculpture is
no longer available or if
there are issues with in-
stallation and safety — to
the City Council on Feb.
14.

Pending approvals, the
sculptures will be in-
stalled in different parts of
the park based on their di-
mensions, weight and
base requirements by Arts
Orange County, a non-
profit arts council that
also oversees the poll it-
self.

The revolving sculpture
exhibition began in 2013
after the completion of
Civic Center Park. Pieces
are loaned for two years
and sculptors are granted
a small honorarium for
loaning their works. Art-
ists are required to main-
tain and repair as neces-
sary. This installation fol-
lows Phase VII, which was
approved last February
and put into place over
the summer. Those will be
on display until summer
2024.

looking forward to having
the community join us in
June to enjoy the sculp-
tures of Phase VII and
new ones for Phase VIII.”

Votes can be cast at
sparkoc.com/nb_sculpture
_poll. Voting is allowed
only for Newport Beach
residents; votes with ZIP
codes outside of the city
will not be counted. Only
three votes — meaning
voters can choose three
sculptures total — can be
cast per individual voter.

The survey will close on
Tuesday.

Cultural arts assistant
Camille Escareal-Garcia
said last week that the
sculptures up for voting
were chosen by a curatori-
al panel that included the
city’s arts commission and
two guest judges — Lisa
Berman and Matteo Tan-
nat. The panel voted on
each sculpture individu-
ally, the highest of those
moved on to the public
survey.

Sculptures were se-
lected based on artistic
merit, durability, practi-
cality and site appropri-
ateness. Once the survey

Courtesy of the
Newport Beach
Arts Commission

TYLER
BURTON’S
sculpture “The
Archaeology of
Every Day” will
be on display
through 2024.

Continued from page A1
SCULPTURE

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Schedule a Consultation.
memorialcare.org/weightloss

Weight lost.
Newmoments found.

Expert Surgical Weight Loss solutions that put you
in control.

At MemorialCare, our compassionate team draws on more than
25 years of experience in surgical weight loss to help patients like
Victor,who lost 135 pounds and regained his life. He’s just one
of many others we’ve helped who enjoy healthier living.
A well-balanced diet. And more time doing what they love.
That’s because we listen closely to tailor the perfect solution to
help you lose weight — and keep it off. With safe, minimally
invasive options. Exceptional, accredited care for surgical weight
loss. And a combination of expertise and empathy that will open
countless new doors.

VICTOR

Real patient
who lost
135 pounds

Patient of
Dr. Atif Iqbal,
Bariatric Surgeon
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For a limited time, earn a guaranteed interest rate
with a CD (certificate of deposit).

A $10,000minimum balance is required.

4.05%APY1

To get started, contact the Preferred Banking Office
nearest you or scan the QR code to learn more.

10-MONTH CD

1 Offer is subject to change without notice and applies for one term only. Annual percentage yield
(APY) is effective as of publication date. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. $10,000
minimum balance required. Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender

Corona del Mar
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ACROSS
1 Hamster's home
5 Bend down
10 Basics
14 Part of the eye
15 __ of; informed
about
16 Detective's lead
17 Torn in two
18 Nobel Prize
category
20 90 degrees
from NNE
21 Chokes
22 Atkins & South
Beach
23 "All __ lead to
Rome"
25 Gun the engine
26 __ on; tramples
28 Outstanding
31 Desert refuge
32 Simple ghost
costume
34 Hearing organ
36 Narrow cut
37 Think __; plan
38 Flooring piece
39 Umpire's call
40 Mass of bees
41 Ill-__; doomed
42 Circulatory or
digestive
44 People & great
apes
45 Tablet of paper
46 Not drunk
47 Sum
50 Gentlemen
51 iPad download
54 Paid no
attention to
57 Commotion
58 Woof
59 Too trusting
60 "A diller, a
dollar, a __'clock
scholar"
61 Chinese __;
graceful trees
62 Run __; chase
63 Military branch,
for short

DOWN

1 Remedy
2 Fifth &
Pennsylvania:
abbr.
3 Unselfishness
4 "__, drink and be
merry"
5 Crab Louie &
coleslaw
6 Nest materials
7 Cereal grains

8 Raw metal
9 Part of MPG
10 On the go
11 Navy or indigo
12 Rudely brief
13 Observes
19 Skilled
21 Spaces;
openings
24 Leave out
25 Kicked oneself

for
26 Average
27 Anklebone
28 Stitched joining
29 Says again
30 Bundled hay
32 False front
33 That lady
35 National
League team
37 Filled with
wonder
38 Sticky strip
40 Horse's place
41 Lies
43 Electrical
flashes
44 Outer edge
46 Sifting device
47 "Oh, __ in
EnglandÉ"
(Browning)
48 Kiwifruit's
shape
49 Semester or
quarter
50 Very short play
52 __ colada
53 Univ. teacher
55 __ whim;
impulsively
56 Clumsy fellow
57 R-V center

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline
E. Mathews

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A9.

The new year is a time for
restoration, and the same
goes for Peters Canyon Re-
gional Park, where volun-
teers lend a helping hand to
improve native habitat
there.

“Restoration Day is a
monthly opportunity for
members of the communi-
ty to contribute to OC
Parks’ efforts to improve the
habitat in Peters Canyon
Regional Park,” said OC
Parks resource specialist
Kelley Brugmann.

Each month, park staff
and volunteers dedicate a
morning to seasonally ap-
propriate restoration, such
as planting and watering
native shrubs and removing
invasive weeds.

“Native plants have ad-
apted to survive and thrive
in our climate and provide
habitat and resources for
wildlife,” said Brugmann,
suggesting that happy
plants make for happier
wildlife.

“A healthier ecosystem in
the park provides more
habitats and resources for
many plants and animals
who depend on these areas
to survive and provides a
more enjoyable visitor ex-
perience,” Brugmann said.

OC Parks officials have
announced Restoration
Day will not take place in
January due to weather but
expect the program to re-
sume next month.

Peters Canyon is 340
acres that include coastal
sage scrub, riparian, fresh-
water marsh and grassland
habitats. The 55-acre Upper
Peters Canyon Reservoir is
home to waterfowl, while
smaller amphibians, mam-
mals and reptiles live along
the creek. Cactus wrens,
gnatcatchers and rufous-
crowned sparrows make
their home in the park’s
coastal sage scrub and
grassland. The animal
population also includes
mule deer, bobcats, coyo-
tes, opossums, raccoons
and the occasional moun-
tain lion.

The wildlife thrives

alongside recreational op-
portunities in the park, with
trails for hikers, mountain
bikers and equestrians. The
East Ridge View Trail, for
example, is a moderate hike
that rewards hikers with a
panoramic view of Peters
Canyon and the surround-
ing area.

The park has a rich his-
tory and was part of the
original Spanish land grant
Rancho Lomas de Santiago.
During World War II it was
used as a training area for
the U.S. Army, and in 1992,
the Irvine Co. dedicated the
land to the county to be
preserved as open space,
which became known as
Peters Canyon, named for
James Peters, who farmed
the area more than 120
years ago.

Restoration Day at Peters
Canyon Regional Park oc-
curs monthly and is open
to participants ages 12 and
up, although volunteers
under age 16 must be ac-
companied by a parent or
guardian.

The day begins at 7:30
a.m., and parks staff recom-
mend volunteers bringing
strong gardening gloves
and wear clothes they don’t
mind getting dirty.

Taking stewardship over
our wilderness areas is im-
portant not only to main-
tain areas used for recre-
ation but also for the long-
term survival of native
plants and animals, Brug-
mann said.

“Events such as Restora-
tion Day offer the chance to
make a tangible contrib-
ution to preserving our
parks, habitats and wildlife
for the future,” Brugmann
said. “These events also
provide participants a
chance to deepen their
connection with OC Parks,
build community, get out-
side, stay active and learn
about habitat restoration.”

Space is limited and ad-
vance registration is sug-
gested. Volunteers can reg-
ister at ocparks.com/events.

Monthly restoration improves park’s native habitat

Courtesy of OC Parks

AN OC PARKS volunteer plants a tree at Peters Canyon Regional Park. Staff works to improve the native habitat at the park
every month, though organizers canceled this month’s meeting due to recent rains and a continued wet forecast.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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Set the intention for a revitalized new year with inspiration from South Coast PlazaSet the intention for a revitalized new year with inspiration from South Coast Plaza
— from organic, plant-forward cuisine to next-level beauty products and, of course,— from organic, plant-forward cuisine to next-level beauty products and, of course,

the perfect gear to tie it all together.the perfect gear to tie it all together.

THIS YEaR IS YoUrS To

REsToRE

San Diego FWY (405) at Bristol St., Costa Mesa, CA southcoastplaza.com 800.782.8888San Diego FWY (405) at Bristol St., Costa Mesa, CA southcoastplaza.com 800.782.8888
@SouthCoastPlaza #SCPx55@SouthCoastPlaza #SCPx55

WELlNESS BReAK WITHWELlNESS BReAK WITH

Anthropologie’s
Tangram Pure

Smart Jump RopeUnWIND WITHUnWIND WITH

Paper Source’s
Breathe Candle

Recharge WITHRecharge WITH

Pressed’s
Immunity Shot

BE INTENTiONAL WITHBE INTENTiONAL WITH

Fossil’s
Gen 6 Smartwatch

Baroque music may not strike
the average casual music fan but
the 17th- and early 18th-century
style of music has certainly struck
a chord with a group of young
musicians known as Kontrapunk-
tus.

“Kontrapunktus, which means
counterpoint in English, is a
baroque chamber orchestra. It is
rare in that it is a chamber orches-
tra comprised of young musicians
— student musicians for the most
part,” said R. Douglas Jacobs,
founder and executive director of
the orchestra.

However, Jacobs notes its mem-
bers prefer not to be considered
student musicians since most
have performed professionally for
years while attending some of the
country’s most prestigious music
conservatories, like Colburn,
Juilliard and Yale.

“They are essentially profes-
sional musicians that are going to
school,” he said.

The nine-piece classical en-
semble has been keeping baroque
music alive since the group
formed in 2015. Its current lineup
has been playing since last May,
and the orchestra returns to Or-
ange County today and Jan. 14 to
perform “Bach & Handel: Soli Deo
gloria.”

“We play an eclectic repertoire
of music, so we don’t play the
standards that you are accus-
tomed to experiencing,” said
Jacobs. “We venture away from
that and play something that is
going to be unique, gripping,
emotional.”

“Soli Deo gloria” is a series of
early 18th-century musical com-
positions written “in praise of God
alone” by the baroque era’s two
master composers, Johann
Sebastian Bach and George Frid-
eric Handel.

“I call baroque music prehis-
toric jazz. In fact, a lot of the clas-
sic jazz players were heavily influ-
enced by Bach, so his music tran-
scended music as we know now,”
Jacobs said. “We capture the spirit
of that music in the way we pre-
sent it on stage live.”

A love of baroque music is what
initially united the nine musi-
cians, and friendships have been
fostered from that love.

“This music we feel is very
important to us and it speaks to

us, very deeply,” said cellist Os-
heen Manukyan.

“After COVID, I think any op-
portunity we can get to play with
each other and for anybody is
something that we really treas-
ure,” said violinist Cameron Alan-
Lee.

The group is also proud to
continue an old tradition while
bringing it new life.

“I think us being so young, we
add a certain energy to baroque
music that is not normally there,”
said Cassie Drake, who plays the
viola, “and that makes it really
exciting for the audience to be
able to hear that kind of music in
a different way.”

This season’s performances will

Kontrapunktus keeps baroque music alive

Photos by Sarah Mosqueda

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA Kontrapunktus performs a repertoire of baroque music at rehearsal at St. Andrew’s Catholic Church in Pasadena.

CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA
Kontrapunktus from
left, features
concertmaster
Hannah White,
violinist Cameron
Alan-Lee and second
principal violinist
David Chang.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Baroque, page A9
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GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN

CLASSIFIED!
(714) 966-4600

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN

CLASSIFIED!
(714) 966-4600

SELL
your stuff
through
classified!

Director of Engineer-
ing: Master’s degree in
Electronic Engineering
req.$146,682/yr, F/T, Re-
sume to Sungho Lee,
Mezmo Corporation,
6281 Beach Blvd Ste 304,
Buena Park, CA, 90621

Employment

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE
In accordance with the provisions of State law, there being due and unpaid charges for which
the undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods hereinafter
described and stored at the Life Storage location(s) listed below:

LS #514, 8041 Edinger Ave, Westminster, CA 92683, 714-841-4119
Sandra Hull Hsld gds/Furn
Shadrick Bowe Hsld gds/Furn,Off Furn/Mach/Equip,TV/Stereo Equip
Stacey Bernard Hsld gds/Furn
Tara Vasquez Hsld gds/Furn
Richard Rodriguez Hsld gds/Furn
Beatrice Adrian Reyes Hsld gds/Furn
Theresa Herman Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Lori Cincotta Hsld gds/Furn
Jose Rodriguez Hsld gds/Furn
Jose Rodriguez Hsld gds/Furn
Ron Furman Hsld gds/Furn
Tri Nguyen Hsld gds/Furn
Dustin Lees Hsld gds/Furn
Mike Chiletz Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces
Tamara Popovich Hsld gds/Furn
Tri Nguyen Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Kirk Kalsbeek Hsld gds/Furn
Sophia Ngo Hsld gds/Furn
Dustin Lees Hsld gds/Furn
Gerard M. Posadas Hsld gds/Furn
Jacqueline Gates Hsld gds/Furn
Jacqueline Gates Hsld gds/Furn
Zachary Latterner Hsld gds/Furn
Amanda Aguilar Hsld gds/Furn
Jeanette Mercado Hsld gds/Furn
Shannon Macfarlane Hsld gds/Furn
Wessam Kadri Personal paperwork in boxes, so personal items
Bianca casey Hsld gds/Furn,Off Furn/Mach/Equip,TV/Stereo Equip

Tools/Applnces, Acctng rcrds/Sales Sampls
Hillary Wallace Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Sarah Mae Wallace Hsld gds/Furn
Arturo Quintero Hsld gds/Furn
Thana Acteopan Hsld gds/Furn
Ron Flores Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
LS #527, 3190 Pullman St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714-979-4100
Jose luis Terreros Corrales Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo equip,tools/appliance
Diane Hussey Hsld Gds/Furn
Stephanie Maruk Hsld Gds/Furn
Charlene Asdourian Hsld Gds/Furn
William Neugebauer Hsld Gds/Furn
Diane Hussey Hsld Gds/Furn
Jesus Flores Hsld Gds/Furn
Landmark Mortgage Capital Hsld Gds/Furn
David Welch Hsld Gds/Furn,Off Furn/Mach/Equip, TV/Stereo equip
Melody Barr Hsld Gds/Furn
Dane Hussey Hsld Gds/Furn
Sarah Hayden Hsld Gds/Furn
Michael Hayden Hsld Gds/Furn
Denise Braeutigam Hsld Gds/Furn
Cailyn Hartman Hsld Gds/Furn
Daryl Marks TV /Stereo equip,tools/appliance
Joshua Bradley Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #529, 10025Muirlands Blvd, Irvine, CA 92618, 949-768-8051
Joe Kowal Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #536, 24781 Clinton Keith Rd. Wildomar, CA 92595, 951-304-3700
Jeffrey Henderson Hsld gds/Furn,Office Furn/Mach/Equip,

TV/Stereo Equip,Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip,Tools/Applnces
Monika Martinez Hsld gds/Furn
Barry Tevelowitz Hsld gds/Furn
Cameron Mays Hsld gds/Furn
Marco Lopez Hsld gds/Furn
Victor Morones Hsld gds/Furn
Victor Morones Hsld gds/Furn
Ervin Duffey Hsld gds/Furn
Fatima Jennings Hsld gds/Furn
Corine Sanchez Hsld gds/Furn
Brent Schleman Hsld gds/Furn
LS #605, 17392Murphy Ave, Irvine, CA 92614, 949-222-0270
Christopher Covington Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces
Ryan Mortazavi Tools/Applnces
Jagdeep Brar Hsld gds/Furn
George Pitarra Jr. Hsld gds/Furn
Sammuel Snell Hsld gds/Furn
Jeffery Dennis Hsld gds/Furn
Sarah Winchester Hsld gds/Furn
LS #670, 240 Hidden Valley Parkway Norco, CA 92860, 951-808-9400
Joseph Iglesias Hsld gds/Furn
Gene Stuckenschneider Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Jimenez Octavio Hsld gds/Furn
Noa C Evangelista Hsld gds/Furn
Chelsea Esquivel Hsld gds/Furn
Will Devlin Hsld gds/Furn
Sean K Greene Hsld gds/Furn
Inga Warren Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Pedro Sarinana Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Louann Magee Hsld gds/Furn, Bicycle
LS #961, 4 Orion, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, 949-484-7535
Leonard Newman Hsld Gds/Furn
Ricky Maldonado Hsld Gds/Furn
Alexandria Kocher Hsld Gds/Furn
Devon Nerres Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Appliances, Boxes
Zeletta Fondreaux Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #1120 999 E. Mission Rd, SanMarcos, CA 92069, 760-539-3180
Josh Mitchell Hsld gds/furn
Kourosh Mehraban Hsld gds/furn
Joe Hernandez Hsld gds/furn
Juan Vasquez Hsld gds/furn,Tools/Appliances
Coast Ventures LLS Hsld gds/furn,Tools/Appliances
John Holmes Hsld gds/furn,Tools/Appliances
Elijah Bowser Hsld gds/furn,Tools/Appliances
LS #1121, 11215 Indiana Ave, Riverside, CA 92503, 951-848-3835
Anthony J Padilla-Chavez Hsld gds/Furn
Marcia Kroeze Hsld gds/Furn
Brittany Ridolfo Hsld gds/Furn
Ailynn Chairez Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces, Off furn/

Mach/Equip, Acctng rcrds/Sales sampls, Lndscpng/ Cnstrctn
equip

Yvette E Avila Hsld gds/Furn
Jesse Ceballos Hsld gds/Furn
Victor F Flores Hsld gds/Furn
Valenzuela M Vanessa Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces, Off furn/

Mach/Equip, Acctng rcrds/Sales samples
Cebrina Johnson Hsld gds/Furn
Adriana Basso Hsld gds/Furn
Walmer Vargas Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Mario Hernandez Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Applnces, Off furn/

Mach/Equip, Acctng rcrds/Sales Samples
LS #1123, 25093 Bay Ave, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, 951-567-7156
Josh Ganczak Hsld gds/Furn
Roselinda Mendoza Hsld gds/Furn
Garneitha Dawson Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applinces
Carolyn Griffin Hsld gds/Furn
Mariann Hatcher Hsld gds/Furn
Matthew Herschberg Hsld gds/Furn
Edward Tillman Hsld gds/Furn
Shakia Goodridge Hsld gds/Furn
Jasper Acido Hsld gds/Furn
Luis Pacheco Hsld gds/Furn
Anita Barnesa Hsld gds/Furn
Ricky Moore Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1125, 34190 Camino Capistrano, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624, 949-245-7577
Wyatt Dearlove Hsld gds/Furn
Mark Hansen Hsld gds/Furn
Sky Webber Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1159, 6742Westminster Blvd, Westminster, CA 92683, 657-272-7071
Melanie Tapia Hsld gds/Furn
Melissa Paz Hsld gds/Furn
Sergio Antunes Hsld gds/Furn
Megan Donovan Hsld gds/Furn
Rudolph Parra Hsld gds/Furn
John W Patrick Hsld gds/Furn
Jennifer Hatten Hsld gds/Furn
Thomas Devin Lemar Hsld gds/Furn
LS #8586, 4511 Riviera Shores St., San Diego, CA 92154, 619-626-2130
Merwynn Ramos Hsld Gds/Furn
Maria Barraza Gill Hsld Gds/Furn
Chrispina Sanchez Hsld Gds/Furn
Ivan Aciniega Hsld Gds/Furn
Teresa Rucobo Hsld Gds/Furn

And, due notice having been given, to the owner of said property and all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the time specified in such notice for payment of such having expired, the
goods will be sold to the highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a public auction to be held
online at www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on Thursday, January 26, 2023 at 10:00am.

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

Robert Willits Prough

Robert Willits Prough was born in Riverside, California on
September 4, 1950, and passed away in Newport Beach on
December 23rd with his loving family by his side. A fourth
generation Californian, Rob spent his early years playing
in the orange groves of Ontario and Corona. Following the
divorce of his parents, his mother moved the family to the
lovely old beach house (built by his grandfather in 1936) on
Bayside Drive in Corona del Mar, where Rob spent many
happy years fishing, sailing, and surfing.
After high school, Rob attended Brigham Young University

and Chapman CollegeWorld Campus Afloat.An entrepreneur
at heart, college held little attraction for him. Instead, he went
to work for the Corona Foothill Lemon Company, which was
founded by his grandfather, Robert Lee Willits. During this
time, he lived in the ranch house with his dear uncle, Ned
Willits. It was Uncle Ned who mentored him in business,
the game of chess, and the appreciation of fine wines. Rob
decided to pursue work in the wine industry and joined Stuart
Imports of San Francisco as a sales rep. His love of wine
became his career when he founded Central Coast Wine
Company in Santa Cruz in 1979, which he sold ten years later.
Rob couldn’t stay away from the business for long and in 1993
EpicWines was born. For twenty years it was his dream come
true; a successful business with talented, knowledgeable
people who loved wine. He traveled the world and formed
lifelong friendships with many of those he met along the way.
In 2013 Rob sold Epic Wines.
Aside from his family, Rob loved his boat “Cruz” and

anything Hawaiian.He also loved playing golf, cheering on the
Giants, the 49ers, and the Warriors (both Big and G-League),
and following Formula One. In his younger years, he was an
avid skier, and the family created many favorite memories at
the house in Truckee.
Rob was predeceased by his parents, Nancy (Willits) and

Bob Sattler, and his nephew Charlie Long. He leaves behind
his beloved wife, Jane (Hillmeyer), and his adoring children
Justin Prough (Yael), Leanne Butka (Todd), Elizabeth Fisher
(Mike) and Ryan Burr (Lindsey Barigian), his siblings Steve
Prough (Kathy) and Sara Hyatt. He also leaves Carol Prough;
she is his little sister and the donor of the stem cells in 2015
that prolonged his life. She is our hero; we will forever be
grateful for the years we had with him, that we would not
have had without her generosity. He is also survived by his
grandchildren Griffin and Jordan Prough, Eva and Makena
Fisher, Zoe and Raegan Butka, and Jack Burr, they were the
light of his life.
Words cannot adequately convey our thanks to the team

at the Stanford Cancer Center who navigated his care. He
presented challenge after challenge, and they kept him
going, miraculously, for over seventeen years. In lieu of
flowers, please consider donating to Stanford University, The
Research Fund for Dr. Sally Arai, Development Services, PO
Box 20466, Stanford, CA 94309 or 650-725-4360.
A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, January 28,

2023, at 11:00 am at Calvary Episcopal Church, 532 Center
Street, Santa Cruz, California. A reception will follow 12:00 -
3:00 at Seascape Golf Club 610 Clubhouse Drive, Aptos.
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support.
“So much has happened

naturally, because we want
to be involved in the town
and have our kids in-
volved.” Embry Munsey
said, describing bringing

ment and branded local
merchandise.

Situated at the corner of
Coast Highway and Jas-
mine Street, the location
has ample room for out-
door patio seating and
small gatherings. The Mun-
seys, who were looking for
spots to open a café, saw
the space during their
frequent walks to the beach
and nearby Heisler Park
and fell in love with it.

“When this spot became
available, we jumped

through some hurdles,”
Steve Munsey said in an
interview Thursday, adding
they’ve been working with
a real estate agent since
spring to lease the property.

“I think this really could
be a spot that pops off,” he
said.

Coffee has been at the
heart of the family for dec-
ades. Having worked in the
coffee industry since 2004,
Steve Munsey served a
six-year stint at Starbucks,
where he became manager
of a store in Irvine and was
encouraged by customers
to start his own enterprise.

In the summer of 2019,

the couple began selling
and delivering craft coffee
beans through their Laguna
Canyon Road roasting
studio. As a café, Jedidiah
Coffee — named for the
Munseys’ second child,
whom they lost at birth —
will focus on introducing
coffee drinkers to beans
and brewing methods that
may be new to them.

Through their involve-
ment in their children’s
schools, clubs and other
local organizations, the
Munseys have been able to
share their craft with the
local community, who in
turn, have shown their

coffee to PTA meetings and
Little League games.

“We figured if we’re going
to do this, we might as well
have coffee there, so it’s
been our contribution
wherever we go,” she con-

tinued. “It’s been a long
process, but we’ve been
able to do all these things
and grow a following.

Planning commissioners
on Wednesday said they
received more than 30
letters from locals in favor
of the Coast Highway cof-
fee shop and zero corre-
spondence opposing the
project.

Commissioners them-
selves similarly supported
the Munseys’ plans for the
site, particularly their em-
phasis on promoting alter-
native forms of transporta-
tion to and from the shop.

A carless business model
is almost a necessity for the
property, which, aside from
a driveway and garage for a
nearby residence, has no
dedicated parking spaces.

In addition to offering
space for at least eight
bicycles to park on the
property, the couple said
they’d like to implement an
incentive program for car-
less customers and design
a takeout window for walk-
up orders.

“We want to make sure
this feels like a welcoming
place for people,” Steve
Munsey told commission-
ers. “It’s a very walkable
corner — there’s already
people walking around and
looking for coffee. We don’t
want to put vehicles here
because it would take away
from the ambiance and
community space.”

Planning commissioners
Wednesday approved the
plans, supporting the idea
of granting Jedidiah Coffee
four additional credits for
off-site parking due to their
pedestrian-friendly design
and plans to accommodate
bikes and electric golf carts,
possibly offering charging
stations.

They requested the cou-
ple solidify some of the
ideas in their site plan
before the project heads to
an upcoming meeting of
the Laguna Beach City
Council for final approval
of the parking credits.

“There’s a lot of teeth
gnashing in this city, for
good reason, about parking
and parking spaces,” Com-
missioner Susan Whitin
said. “But this particular
project has fully added and,
in fact, embraced the idea
of alternative transporta-
tion, and I think it’s sincere
and real.”

Commissioner Steven
Goldman lauded Jedidiah
Coffee for being a local
business with something
unique to offer the neigh-
borhood and the greater
Laguna community.

“This isn’t just a Star-
bucks wannabe — it feels
local, it feels different,” he
said, addressing the propri-
etors directly. “You’ve been
good community mem-
bers, and it’s great to have
somebody coming in with
a unique product who’s
also very active locally.

With Wednesday’s rec-
ommendation secured and
plans shaping up for an
appearance before the City
Council, the Munseys are
hopeful the café may be up
and running by summer.

“The sooner the better,”
Steve Munsey said.

Courtesy of
Embry Munsey

STEVEMUNSEY
brews coffee at
his Laguna Beach
roasting studio.

Continued from page A1
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sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

take place at St. John’s Lu-
theran Church in Orange on
Jan. 8 and Laguna Presbyte-
rian Church in Laguna
Beach on Jan. 14.

The group rehearses at St.
Andrew’s Catholic Church
in Pasadena, though the
musicians come from all
over. Second principal
violinist, David Chang, for
example, is originally from
north Tustin.

“I am from the O.C., so
performing in my home-
town is kind of nice,” said
Chang.

Kontrapunktus has found
followers in Orange County,
particularly in the south
county cities of Newport
Beach, Laguna Beach and
San Juan Capistrano, where
previous performances
have taken place.

The group plays on vin-
tage instruments, giving the
sound a historical accuracy
that only amplifies their
talent.

“All their instruments are
on loan from various pa-
trons, and they are all an-
tiques,” said Jacobs.

“Being able to play on
them is a blessing,” said
Chang.

The harpsichord, for
example, is a double-ma-
nual Italian replica of a
harpsichord made in 1743
and is tailored for Kontra-
punktus’ performance.

A precursor to the piano,
the harpsichord is a key-
board musical instrument,
which has strings that cre-
ate sound vibrations by

plucking, rather than ham-
mering like a piano. The
harpsichord used by Kon-
trapunktus is on loan to the
orchestra for the season
and is played by Bogang
Hwang and was built by
Curtis Berak, a well-reputed
Southern California harpsi-
chord builder.

This season, members of
the orchestra are most
looking forward to sharing
their love of baroque music
and also, in a way, pre-
serving it.

“As a group, we are doing
our part to keep this music

alive,” Manukyan said.
“This is music from cen-
turies ago, and it is still very
relevant today, and it is still
speaks to people.”

Alan-Lee agrees. “When I
am playing and I see some
one in the crowd looking up
and really enjoying it, that
to me is rewarding,” he said.

Details about the orches-
tra and its shows can be
found at kontrapunktus
.com.

Sarah Mosqueda

BOGANG HWANG, a member of the Kontrapunktus
orchestra, plays the harpsichord at rehearsal.

Continued from page A7
BAROQUE

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

keeping the office kitchen
clean, you might want to
avoid talking about a
“moist” sponge.

Unlike “moist” and “im-
pactful,” the most-hated
words are despised not
because people think
they’re disgusting, but
because people think
they’re wrong.

“Irregardless” is a prime
example. Ask 100 people
what they think of this
word and 99 will tell you
“It’s not a word!” Not true.
Even made-up words are
words. What these folks
mean is that it’s not a
proper word or a correct
word. They logically as-
sume that, because “re-
gardless” already says the
same thing, adding “ir”
renders it nonsensical. A
fair point, but language
doesn’t always evolve logi-
cally, which is why you’ll
find “irregardless” in most
dictionaries as a synonym
of “regardless.”

“Orientate,” like “irre-
gardless,” includes an un-
necessary syllable. It means
“orient,” as in to orient
yourself to your surround-
ings. The only difference is
that tacked on “ate.” For
that reason, “orientate” is
despised, but that doesn’t
mean it’s wrong.

“It is not uncommon for
words in English to have
variants which are slightly
longer than they need to
be,” Merriam-Webster
dictionary editors write.
“Some of them make peo-
ple very angry (“irregard-
less,” “conversate,” “preven-
tative”), while others (“com-
mentator”) seem to elicit
little more than a shrug.”

As a writer, you shouldn’t
worry too much about
whether commonly used
words are wrong. But you
should always consider
whether you want to anger
or disgust your readers.

JUNE CASAGRANDE is the
author of “The Joy of Syntax:
A Simple Guide to All the
Grammar You Know You
Should Know.” She can be
reached at
JuneTCN@aol.com.

Continued from page A4
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Orange County’s
COVID-19 metrics re-
mained relatively stable
again this past week, but
32 more fatalities were
logged, according to data
released Thursday by the
Orange County Health
Care Agency.

Hospitalizations of
COVID-19 infected pa-
tients have been going up
and down since a steady
rise ended on Dec. 7.

On Dec. 29 there were
348 patients, and that
number fell to 315 as of
Dec. 31, but it has been on
the rise since then with
352 recorded as of
Wednesday. The number
of patients in intensive

care dropped from 34 to
30.

“I was pleased to see
ICU numbers down week
on week,” Andrew
Noymer, a UC Irvine pro-
fessor of population health
and disease prevention,
told City News Service.

“I’m pleased to see hos-
pitalization is essentially
stable. It’s bouncing up
and down, but it’s still in
the 300s,’’ Noymer said.

The epidemiologist
noted, however, that a new
strain of Omicron — XBB
— has started surfacing in
Orange County and that
variant is more vaccine
evasive.

“Whether or not that
drives a major wave re-
mains to be seen,” Noymer

said. “That’s something
I’m keeping an eye on.”

The agency logged 32
more fatalities, increasing
the overall death toll to
7,706. All but three of the
fatalities occurred last
month, increasing Decem-
ber’s death toll to 75. Three
of the fatalities occurred in
November, increasing that
month’s death toll to 45.

Of those hospitalized in
the county, 64.4% are un-
vaccinated or partly vacci-
nated. The ICU patients
are 65.8% partly or unvac-
cinated.

The number of residents
fully vaccinated increased
from 2,363,227 to
2,363,581. The number of
residents who have re-
ceived at least one dose is

223,392. The number of
booster shots adminis-
tered increased from
1,435,527 to 1,437,959.

The number of children
up to 4 years old who have
received at least one dose
inched up from 17,546 to
17,700, with 10,454 fully
vaccinated. Just 5.6% of
the county’s population in
the age group is fully vac-
cinated.

For 5- to 11-year-old
children, 97,203 are fully
vaccinated, about 36.7% of
the age group. In the 12-
to-17 age group, 69.7% are
fully vaccinated.

The test positivity rate
went from 13% to 15.1%
and decreased from 13.7%
to 13.6% in the health eq-
uity quartile, which mea-

sures the communities
hardest hit by the pan-
demic.

The daily case rate per
100,000 decreased from
14.1 to 13.7 on a seven-day
average with a seven-day
lag, and went from 15 to
15.1 in the adjusted daily
case rate per 100,000 on a
seven-day average with a
seven-day lag.

The county logged 3,195
new cases of COVID-19,
hiking the cumulative to
700,624.

The positivity rate for
those fully vaccinated with
a booster, which was 17.9
on Dec. 25, remained the
same on Jan. 1.

O.C.’s COVID-19 metrics appear stable
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A COUPLE STROLL the boardwalk at Main Beach in Laguna Beach as clouds come ashore last week. More rain is expected tomorrow and Tuesday.

Keep your umbrellas handy
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Lauren Schneider has
been a mainstay of the La-
guna Beach High girls’ wa-
ter polo team the last four
years.

The senior goalkeeper,
bound for USC, has been
starting since she was a
freshman. Her résumé is
unmatched.

The Breakers won CIF
her freshman year, and
were big favorites to do so
again her sophomore year
before the coronavirus
forced a cancellation of
the playoffs. Last year La-
guna Beach was young, af-
ter graduating an 11-player
senior class, but Schneider
helped lead the Breakers
back to the Open Division
title match before falling
to Newport Harbor.

The Schneiders seem to
be multiplying on the pool
deck this year.

Lauren’s twin sister Jor-
dan, a one-two side at-
tacker headed to the Uni-
versity of Michigan, has
stepped into a much larger
role as a senior. And even
freshman Brooke, one of
the program’s top junior
varsity players as a four-
five side attacker, also
sometimes plays on var-
sity.

“I think we really bal-
ance each other out,” Lau-
ren said. “Jordan is like
calm and serious, and
Brooke is a mix of us. I’m a
little bit more out there.
It’s like the perfect
combo.”

The sisters moved with
their parents, John and
Caroline, from El Paso,
Texas when Lauren and
Jordan were 9 years old.
They had been swimmers
in Texas, but quickly found
the sport of water polo.

A year later, Brooke
started playing at the age
of 6.

By the time the twins got
to high school, Lauren
made a difference right
away. Even with the
COVID-19 year that lim-

ited teams to three weeks
of games, she came into
her senior season with 514
saves in her career, fifth in
the program’s all-time an-
nals.

“[Starting as a freshman]
was something I was
working for my whole
middle school career,” said
Lauren, who has 82 saves
already this season
through Thursday. “I was
really nervous. I didn’t
want to let the older girls
down. I’m this freshman,
and I didn’t want to be the
reason that they lose or
anything. It was a lot of

pressure, but it was amaz-
ing.”

Jordan, meanwhile, was
on JV until last year. But
she has really blossomed
as a senior, where her
speed aids the Breakers’
counterattack. Through
Thursday, she accumulat-
ed five goals and 11 assists
for Laguna; the assists to-
tal is second on the team.

“Last year was definitely
a lot of learning,” Jordan
said. “The practices were
always really intense, and I
feel like I was able to influ-
ence a lot in practices.
This year, I’ve been work-

ing toward doing stuff in
the game. I like making a
lot of connections with
Charlotte [Riches] in set,
and it’s fun to make plays
with Lauren on the coun-
terattack. I feel like that’s
my biggest role, the coun-
terattack, and creating on
offense.”

Brooke said her older
sisters have been an inspi-
ration growing up. She
played mostly set defender
before entering high
school, which worked out
well whenever the sisters
would train together. Jor-
dan would be the attacker,
Brooke the guard and Lau-
ren the goalkeeper.

“I always wanted to be
as fast as Jordan,” Brooke
said. “It was just nice to re-
late to them. If I was the
only person playing water
polo [in the family], that
would just kind of suck.”

Lauren said with a smile
that she’s jealous of Brooke
because she has her own
bedroom at home, while
Lauren and Jordan have
always shared a room with
two twin-sized beds. Still,
she notes with pride that
her freshman sister is the
class president at Laguna
Beach High.

“She’s making her own
path,” Lauren said. “She
don’t need our name. She’s
a social butterfly.”

The twins both admit
the season has been up
and down so far for La-
guna Beach (5-4), but with
glimpses of potential. The
Breakers finished fourth in
the Bill Barnett Holiday
Cup last weekend, yet
none of the team’s four
losses so far has been by
more than two goals.

The Breakers open Surf
League play at defending
champion Newport Har-
bor on Wednesday at 3:30
p.m.

Though Orange Lu-
theran (9-0) has estab-
lished itself as the top
team, Laguna Beach is one
of several other contend-
ers.

“We all know that we
can do it,” Jordan said. “It’s
pretty much the same

team as last year, and I
would say last year’s teams
were a lot stronger. With
this year, if we play our
game, then we’ve got it.
Obviously other teams can
play better, but recently
we haven’t been playing to
our potential.”

Lauren is now the player
with the most varsity ex-
perience, and the Breakers
know that they don’t have
to worry about her play in
goal. Her quirky person-
ality — often joking and
smiling — can create light
moments, yet her team-
mates know that she has
their back.

“I think I’m just honest,”
she said. “I’m just real
about it. You know where
you’re at with me ... The
craziness helps a little bit.
You kind of need to be a
little crazy to be really
good at water polo.”

Coach Claire Sonne, in
her first year guiding her
alma mater at Laguna
Beach, is certainly glad to
have the Schneider twins
on the deck for one more
year.

“As much as they are dif-
ferent, I think they’re the
same in the sense that
they have huge hearts, all
three of them,” Sonne
said. “They bicker like sis-
ters do, of course, but at
the end of the day you
know that they have each
other’s back, and the
team’s back. They’re will-
ing to put everything on
the line for the good of the
team.

“I feel really lucky to
have their leadership, their
hard work, their heart, as a
core part of this team.”

GIRLS’ WATER POLO

Schneider sisters make their mark

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

TWIN SISTERS Lauren and Jordan Schneider, center and left, are key players for the Laguna Beach High girls’ water polo team. Lauren, bound for USC, is a
four-year varsity starter at goalie. Jordan, bound for Michigan, is a senior attacker, while youngest sister and freshman Brooke, right, is also on the team.

LAUREN SCHNEIDER, a USC commit, stands up to thank her parents for all the support
during National Signing Day ceremony at Laguna Beach High School in November.

LAGUNA BEACH goalie Lauren Schneider makes a stop
during the Bill Barnett Holiday Cup on Dec. 30.

JORDAN, LAUREN and Brooke Schneider, from left, moved
to Laguna Beach from Texas several years ago.
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