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The 54th annual Governor’s
Cup International Youth Match
Racing Championship got under-
way on Tuesday afternoon off the
coast of Newport Beach, marking
a long-awaited return for sailing
fans.

Although the regatta is back af-
ter being shelved due to the co-
ronavirus last year, the pandemic
continued to pose a very real
threat to the event.

Those challenges included the
inability for some of the invitees
to get to the regatta and back to
their homelands in a timely man-

ner, resulting in a Governor’s Cup
that features teams exclusively
from the United States and Eu-
rope.

A group of 10 teams will vie for
the chalice of champions that is
the Governor’s Cup. In a new
wrinkle this year, there will be a
second trophy awarded.

Either the Americans or the in-
ternational fleet (made up of
teams from Denmark, France and
Sweden) will be awarded the Lew
Beery Continents Cup, regatta of-
ficials announced at the Gover-
nor’s Cup banquet Monday night
at the host Balboa Yacht Club.

Andy Rose, chairman of the

steering committee for the Gover-
nor’s Cup, said he was finally able
to breathe a sigh of relief when all
10 teams showed up.

“All the teams and the umpires
had to be tested [for the co-
ronavirus],” Rose said in a phone
interview on Tuesday. “We were
very pleased to see that all were
negative, which was great. Most of
them had been vaccinated, in any
event, but that was great news, so
everyone is out there on the water
right now, which is great.”

Rose also gave credit to Cather-
ine Shanahan, a youth racing

SAILING

Governor’sCupyouthmatch racing regatta
returnsdespite challenges fromCOVID-19

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

BALBOA YACHT CLUB skipper David Wood, Max Mayol and Daniel
Pegg, from left, arrive at the Governor’s Cup banquet on Monday.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Cup, page A4

Huntington Beach has found its
seventh City Council member.

On Monday night, the Council
voted 4-2 to appoint lawyer
Rhonda Bolton to the seat va-
cated when Tito Ortiz resigned on
June 1.

Bolton was one of 105 candi-
dates who were interviewed by
the council over two lengthy ses-
sions earlier this month. During a
special meeting held July 19, the
council was unable to reach a
consensus on naming Ortiz’s re-
placement and the matter was
continued to this week.

Mayor Pro Tem Barbara Del-
gleize, who had voted last week
for another candidate, changed
her vote Monday to Bolton. She
joined Mayor Kim Carr, Council-
man Dan Kalmick and Council-
woman Natalie Moser in backing
the attorney.

“A local business leader shared
with me recently that [Bolton] is
someone that doesn’t rush to
judgment,” Delgleize said during
a speech announcing her vote.
“She makes well-researched,

See Bolton, page A2

Spencer Grant

RHONDA BOLTON is sworn in
by Huntington Beach City Clerk
Robin Estanislau during Monday
night’s special meeting.

Rhonda
Bolton
named
to H.B.
council
An attorney who has
served on the city’s
Human Relations Task
Force, she was sworn in
to fill Tito Ortiz’s seat.
BYMATT SZABO

J ust as young sunflowers
follow the sun, visitors
craned their heads skyward

to greet some of blooms tower-
ing over them.

People cradled white, plastic
vases with bunches of sunflow-
ers — some yellow, some red —
and zinnias, their small pruning
shears at hand in case they
might spy another flower to take
home.

Beneath a bright summer sun
late Friday afternoon, Hana
Field — hana, being the Japa-
nese word for “flower” — was
bustling with enthusiasts that’d
largely heard about its existence
by word of mouth or through
Tanaka Farms itself, who are the
newest lessees and operators of
the plot of land at 427 Anton
Blvd.

“We just started leasing the
field from the Sakioka family

this year,” said Ken Tanaka, a
fourth-generation farmer who
owns and operates Tanaka
Farms with parents Glenn and
Shirley Tanaka.

“We have our main farm in
Irvine and when they offered us
to lease the field in Costa Mesa
we thought it might be a good
opportunity to try something
new. We have never grown flow-
ers on this large of a scale, so we
thought it would be a great
‘u-pick’ flower opportunity plus
a great picture opportunity as
well,” Tanaka said.

The 30-acre field opened to
the public on Mother’s Day
weekend in May, and Tanaka
estimates that at least 12,000
people have visited since then.

Field manager Brandon Flores
said the field’s currently on its
second crop of sunflowers and
will soon be on its third.

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer
SUNFLOWERSINTHE “gold rush”varietyarepickedbyagueston theSakioka family fields inCostaMesa.The fieldsarebeing leasedbyTanakaFarms to
growflowers for thepublic toviewandpick.Anestimated12,000peoplehavevisited the fields since theyopened to thepubliconMother’sDayweekend.

Tanaka Farms
plants roots
with Hana Field

A VARIETY of colorful zinnias grow adjacent to the crowded 55
freeway offramp on the Sakioka family fields in Costa Mesa.

JAMES
OGAWA
holds a bunch
of sunflowers
and zinnias as
he walks
along on the
Sakioka
family fields.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Hana, page A2
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Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

Huntington Beach police have
arrested a 26-year-old Victorville
woman they believe killed one
pedestrian and critically injured
another Saturday night in a hit-
and-run collision on Pacific
Coast Highway, officials re-
ported.

Chillandra Dalanalea Bell was
driving a Nissan Altima north-
bound on Coast Highway at

8 p.m. when she reportedly ran a
red light at Newland Street and
struck a man and a woman in a
crosswalk, according to a police
department release issued Mon-
day.

Witness accounts and video
surveillance footage indicate that
following the collision, Bell con-
tinued driving before stopping a
short distance away and aban-
doning the vehicle along with a
female passenger inside the Al-

tima. Police reported the pair en-
tered a white sedan waiting
nearby and fled.

First responders arrived on
scene and pronounced one of
the pedestrians, DeAnna Stuve, a
48-year-old school teacher from
Hemet, dead. Fredrick Stuve, 50,
of Hemet was found to have sus-
tained serious injuries and was
transported to a nearby hospital
where he was listed Monday in
critical condition, according to

police.
While police could not im-

mediately confirm the relation-
ship of the two victims, an online
search indicates the pair were a
couple and that DeAnna Stuve
worked as a teacher at an ele-
mentary school in the Hemet
Unified School District.

With the assistance of multiple
witnesses, officers traced the

Driver arrested after hit-and-run on PCH
kills 1 pedestrian, critically injures another
BY SARA CARDINE

See Driver, page A2
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Barbara Dapper Travers
June 4, 1937 - July 14, 2021

Barbara “Barbie” Dapper Travers, 84, passed away
peacefully at her Laguna Beach home due to complications of
a stroke, surrounded by her family and loved ones.Fortunately,
in the days leading up to her passing, she was able to spend
time with her children and many of her grandchildren, sharing
memories and many laughs.

Barbie was born at Wilshire Hospital, Los Angeles, in 1937,
daughter of Jane Ann and Vernon Dapper. Barbie grew up in
Glendale and La Canada Flintridge and graduated from John
Muir High School. She then attended UCLA, was a song
leader there, and met many of her lifelong friends and future
husband, Gary Davidson. They moved to Laguna Beach in
the mid 1960’s.

Barbie married David Hirschler in 1975 and gained 4
daughters - a very ‘Brady Bunch’ situation with her 4 children.
After David’s passing in 2007, Barbie married Robert Travers,
a friend from junior high school. They spent the next 14 years
between Napa and Laguna Beach.

Barbie was very active in her local community and with
local charities, such as The Adoption Guild. Barbie loved
the beach, entertaining family and friends and traveling,
especially to the south of France, Italy and Hawaii.

Barbie is survived by her spouse, Bob, her brothers, Brian
and David Dapper, her children, Eric Davidson(Joanie), Peter
Davidson(Angela), Jana Day(Dan) and Katie Halperin(Glenn)
and 10 grandchildren - Danielle Duley and Joanie Davidson,
Taylor, Nicole and Gary Davidson, Eliza and Danny Day and
Holly, Harrison and Lucy Halperin.

In lieu of flowers, please send donations to The Adoption
Guild of Southern California at P.O. Box 95, Corona Del Mar
92625 or on their website - adoptionguild.org
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white sedan to a residence
in Huntington Beach. They
conducted surveillance on
the property and eventually
arrested Bell as she at-
tempted to leave the loca-
tion.

Bell was arrested Monday

on suspicion of vehicular
manslaughter with gross
negligence and hit-and-run
resulting in injury, in addi-
tion to other charges. It is
unclear whether drugs or
alcohol may have played a
role in the incident.

An online prison inmate
locator maintained by the
Sheriff’s Department
showed Bell, who works as

a security guard, was being
held at the county’s Intake
Release Center for women
on $100,000 bail. She is
scheduled to appear Tues-
day in Central Jail Court.

The identity of the driver
of the white getaway vehi-
cle was still being investi-
gated Monday by the de-
partment’s Multidisciplin-
ary Accident Investigation

Team. Anyone who may
have witnessed the colli-
sion, or events leading up
to it, is encouraged to con-
tact traffic investigator
Doug Demetre at (714) 536-
5670 or investigator Vishal
Rattanchandani at (714)
536-5663.

Continued from page A1
DRIVER
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measured decisions, and I
believe she will be a com-
plement to our City Council
by bringing expertise to the
leadership and business
knowledge for these rea-
sons.”

Councilmen Erik
Peterson and Mike Posey
cast the two dissenting
votes. Posey made a substi-
tute motion calling for a
special election, but it failed
4-2.

Bolton, a mother of two
who has served on the city’s
Human Relations Task
Force, was sworn in follow-

ing the recess.
“It means a lot,” Bolton

said in an interview follow-
ing her appointment.

“I really appreciate the
confidence that the folks in
the city have expressed in
me. I want to do them
proud, and … I think that
this is a unique time for us
and for the council. I
wanted to offer up the pas-
sion and care that I have for
the community, and the ex-
perience and skill, to help
us navigate the matters that
are really important right
now that we need to be
working on.”

Bolton specified home-
lessness, affordable housing
and public safety as key is-

sues the city faces.
Bolton is believed to be

the first Black City Council
member in Huntington
Beach history. The city is
just 1% Black demographi-
cally and has a history
checkered with white su-
premacy.

“It demonstrates the
community being accept-
ing of people, regardless of
what they look like, regard-
less of skin color,” Bolton
said. “So, it means a lot to
me.”

The scene inside the
chambers after the vote ap-
pointing Bolton was chaot-
ic, with supporters who
largely supported Gracey
Van Der Mark yelling “Re-

call” at the City Council
members as the session
went into recess.

Van Der Mark, who fin-
ished fourth in last Novem-
ber’s election that got Ortiz,
Kalmick and Moser onto
the dais, had dozens of sup-
porters at Monday’s meet-
ing. They asked the City
Council to “honor the vote”
and appoint Van Der Mark,
or go the special election
route at a cost estimated at
$1 million.

Instead, the council went
with Bolton, who attended
the meeting with her hus-
band John.

Continued from page A1
BOLTON

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

Rep. Michelle Steel (R-
Seal Beach) announced
Tuesday she has intro-
duced a congressional
resolution to designate
Aug. 24, 2021, as “Kobe
Bryant Day” to honor the
late Lakers star, who died
in a helicopter crash on
Jan. 26, 2020.

“Kobe Bryant used his
platform to inspire mil-
lions and help kids
around the world achieve
success and strive for
greatness. On August 24
we should remember Ko-
be, celebrate his life and
encourage the next gener-
ation to dream big just
like Kobe did,” Steel said.

Bryant lived in Orange
County, within the 48th
Congressional District
represented by Steel. The
date of Aug. 24 was cho-
sen to represent the two
uniform numbers Bryant
wore with the Lakers, 8
and 24.

Last year, Steel led a
successful effort to pass a
similar Aug. 24 resolution
locally when she was
chair of the Orange
County Board of Supervi-
sors.

Her congressional reso-
lution cites the work Bry-
ant did in the community
in addition to his athletic
accomplishments, includ-

ing: the Bryant Family
Foundation, founded by
Kobe and his wife Vanessa
“with a mission of helping
young people in need, en-
couraging the devel-
opment of physical and
social skills through sports
and assisting the home-
less; the Black Mamba
Sports Academy, founded
to connect aspiring ath-
letes with experts to help
them achieve their goals,
and the Mamba and
Mambacita Foundation,
which was founded
through the vision and
loving memory of Kobe,
and Gianna Bryant con-
tinues this legacy with a
mission to create positive
impact for underserved
athletes and young wom-
en in sports.”

Bryant’s career was not
without controversy. He
was accused of raping a
19-year-old hotel clerk in
Edwards, Colo., on
June 30, 2003. Prosecutors
charged him with one
count of felony assault
but later dropped the case
after the alleged victim
declined to testify.

The woman initiated a
civil suit against Bryant,
which was eventually set-
tled out of court in March
2005.

Robert Gauthier | Los Angeles Times

KOBEBRYANTcelebrates theLakers'Game7victoryover
theBostonCeltics in the2010NBAFinals at StaplesCenter.

Steel seeks
to honor
Kobe Bryant
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE
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Orange County Sheriff’s
Department officials on
Monday released the name
of a man whose body was
discovered in a lake at Mile
Square Park in Fountain
Valley last week and indi-
cated foul play did not
likely play a role in the
man’s death.

Spokeswoman Carrie
Braun confirmed the coro-
ner’s office identified the
individual found Friday as
Juan Carlos Aleman Perez,
57, of Anaheim.

The department’s Homi-
cide Detail closed the lake
to the visiting public the
day the man’s body was dis-
covered, as units combed
the shoreline in search of
clues or evidence that
might identify the de-
cedent.

Aleman Perez’s body was
reportedly found sometime
before 10:45 a.m. Friday by
parkgoers riding a swan
boat on the lake, a spokes-
man said from the scene.

Braun said although in-
vestigators remained lake-
side several hours into the
evening before ending their
search, no evidence or
identifying materials were
discovered.

Officials are still waiting
for final word from the cor-
oner’s office to determine
whether to conclude their
investigation.

“Based on information
we have from the family …
our investigators don’t be-
lieve it’s something suspi-
cious,” she said.

“But if the autopsy shows
us something different,
then that will lead the in-
vestigation in a different

way.”
The autopsy, scheduled

for sometime this week,
may also help authorities
understand when Aleman
Perez may have died and

how long he may have been
in the water before his body
was discovered.

Body found in lake at Mile Square
Park identified as Anaheimman, 57

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

AUTHORITIESBELIEVE that themanwhosebodywas found
floating facedown inNorthLakewasnot avictimof foulplay.
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It’s also currently abloom
with zinnias, snapdragons
and black-eyed Susans in
addition to sunflowers, but
Flores said that he feels
sunflowers are the biggest
draw for visitors.

“So many people show
up with different clothes
that have sunflowers —
shirts, skirts, tattoos,” Flo-
res said, laughing.

“I think it’s a 50-50 split
between people wanting to
cut flowers and take pic-
tures for social media
[visiting],” Flores said.
“There are times where we
have those same people
come back to the front and
want to pick their own
flowers too. It’s been good
feedback.”

Mission Viejo residents
Carolyn Coleman and her
daughter Alyssa were visit-
ing the field on Friday after
Coleman heard about it
through Instagram. Cole-
man said they were look-
ing for sunflowers, which
the two said were their
favorites.

“We did this when the
kids were younger at Tan-

aka Farms for the vegeta-
ble garden and the straw-
berries. It’s such a great
experience for the kids to
see [food] in the ground
and know where they
come from and be able to
pick them,” Coleman said.

Alyssa said she thought
it was great that there was
an open farm around Or-
ange County, which is
mostly suburban.

Los Angeles resident
Nancy Tran and her friend,
An Pham, who lives in
Garden Grove, agreed.
Pham said she knew about
the field through Tanaka
Farms in Irvine, which she
frequented.

“I was born and raised
here in Orange County.
Especially toward the
Irvine-Costa Mesa border,
there’s a lot of cities and
corporate buildings like
that. I think it’s a refreshing
kind of break in between
all the city life to have the
flower field,” Pham said.

Tran said that it was a
nice change in scenery,
adding that she felt that
there wasn’t enough space
for anything similar like
Hana Field or Tanaka
Farms in Los Angeles and
it was different.

“It’s flowers [near] an
interstate, but it’s cute,”
Tran said.

Hana Field operates only
on weekends, beginning
Fridays at around 3 p.m.
with a general admission
fee of $5.

That doesn’t include
flower picking, which will
require interested parties
to bring their own cutting
tools and $20 for a sou-
venir vase that holds up to
15 blooms.

The rest of the week,
Flores is watering and
maintaining the fields with
the assistance of laborers
that switch between the
main farm in Irvine and
Hana Field.

The team recently
planted an acre of pump-
kins for the upcoming fall.
Tanaka said people should
also expect more sunflow-
ers and some orange flow-
ers.

The hope is to be able to
have a ‘u-pick’ pumpkin
patch up for Halloween,
though Eileen Sagara, a
spokeswoman and special
events coordinator for
Tanaka Farms, said they
aren’t sure yet which activ-
ities will be available when
Halloween rolls around.

The field manager Flores
said he basically grew up
on Tanaka Farms and that
his father, Rocky, brought
him to help with the farm
work when he was 13 be-
cause he was hanging out
with the wrong crowds.

Because of that, he said
he felt that a lot of the
novelties of a ‘u-pick’ were
lost on him — someone
who regularly saw the
birds, bees and insects
naturally drawn to flowers
and crops.

But, he said he was glad
to be able to provide the
opportunity for people to
see what he saw as a “priv-
ilege” of a childhood and
job now as a field man-
ager.

“It’s all about the experi-
ence. It’s about going in
there [to Hana Field] and
seeing not just the good
flowers, but the bad flow-
ers and being able to pick
the ones you like and not
getting them pre-cut al-
ready,” Flores said.

“I think it opens up a
good gateway for people to
come out and being able
to see how stuff grows.”

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A YOUNGSTERwalks past rows of “black-eyed Susans” along on the Sakioka family fields in Costa Mesa.

Continued from page A1
HANA
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To report scores of high school and college
games, or other newsworthy items from
youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot
sports staff.
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SELL
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(714) 966-4600

NOTICE OF LIEN SALE AT PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that personal property in the
following units will be sold at public auction, on the
10th of August, 2021 at or After 10:00 a.m. pursuant to
the California Self -Store Facility Act. The sale will be
conducted at Costa Mesa U-Haul Center, 2550
Newport Blvd Costa Mesa Ca 92627 The items sold are
generally described as follows: clothing, furniture,
and/or other household items stored by the following
persons:
UNIT # NAME
153 Herky Garcia
424 Baron Hunter
LB37 Michael Peternell
590 Nadia Guerra
69 Nicole Diedericks
533 Eric Briggs
580 Paul Berrettoni
1 Ali Eskandar
815 Deanna Palmer
721 Toby Konomos
575 Paul Berrettoni
559 Anita Prevosto
706 Leslye Taylor
738 Robert Wade
10 Sophia Khuc
563 Jeremy Merrill
536 Joshua Hammond
413 Brittany Church
801 Parham Fatehi
422 Shelley Dickstein
130 Renee Lindamood
789 Justin Fletchall
72 Yolanda Williams
338 Marilou Villaf lor
232 Gini Cummings
148 Brittany Church
366 Monica Hill
138 Tawny Lefebvre
513 Brittany Church
111 Zadia Horner
423 Linda Hyson
65 Lisa Artemis
734 Jef f rey Murray
527 Corey Killian
7 Ashley Lindsay
419 Kyle Morris
752 Nathan Nielson
7/21, 7/28/21
CNS-3487612#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ACROSS
1 Inquire
4 Early Stooge
9 Goes on stage
13 Prohibits
15 Alfalfa cutter
16 Chilly
17 Pass over
18 Idaho's Coeur
d'__
19 Try to persuade
20 __ to the plate;
took action
22 Feline cry
23 __-do-well; idler
24 Large spade
26 Official
mandates
29 Teriyaki
chicken recipe
verb
34 Quarries
35 Feeling ho-hum
36 Pale
37 __ easy; egg
orderer's request
38 Jokes around
39 Desire
40 Faucet
41 Gondoliers'
needs
42 Nickname for
Margaret
43 In every
respect
45 Seller
46 Disorderly
crowd
47 Bad-tempered
48 Come to a
standstill
51 Part of VIP
56 Horse's gait
57 Day or Roberts
58 Forest animal
60 Like fine wine
61 Jagged
62 Apiece
63 Horse's hair
64 Small
salamanders
65 Ref.'s call

DOWN
1 Exercise targets,
perhaps

2 __ Fifth Avenue
3 Make a sweater
4 Circles &
triangles
5 More vigorous
6 Black-__ peas
7 Waiter's offering
8 Gets ready
9 Shrewdness

10 Central part
11 African nation
12 Slaughtered
14 Tracy, for one
21 Shelter
adoptees
25 El __; Spanish
hero
26 Be a drama

queen
27 Couch
28 Bumbling
29 Saunter
30 Word with
martial or
performing
31 Oscar or Tony
32 "It takes two to
__"
33 Go into
35 Student
summons
38 Jill's man
39 Overeager
aspirant
41 __ bono; without
legal fees
42 Source of
protein
44 Block; obstruct
45 Stanzas
47 Cake mix claim
48 Grand __;
batter's delight
49 Robe for
Caesar
50 Ajar
52 Oliver's request
53 Bow of a ship
54 Shipshape
55 Nail
59 Greek letter

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

The Costa Mesa Aquatics
Club had won gold medals
at the USA Water Polo Jun-
ior Olympics before — but
never in the top division.

That changed Sunday.
Costa Mesa Aquatics

Club stormed back to claim
a 10-6 victory over Bay
Area-based Sharks for the
Junior Olympics 12-and-
under mixed platinum divi-
sion title match at Woollett
Aquatics Center in Irvine.

They were one of three
local divisions to earn plati-
num division titles in Ses-
sion Two of the tourna-
ment, joining Newport’s 12-
and-under girls and Van-
guard’s 14-and-under girls.

“A lot of these kids have
been playing together for
four or five years, and it’s
just been building toward
this moment,” CMAC coach
Olivia Schwartz said. “We’ve
just been working with
Splashball and 10U, putting
all of their years of hard
work together. That’s what
got them to this point here
… it’s amazing.”

In its historic win, CMAC
had to rally from a 5-2 first-
half deficit. But the local
club was able to do so, led
by division MVP Kamryn
Anderson. One of six girls
on the mixed-gender team,
Anderson had two goals,
seven steals and four assists
in the final.

Madison Mack led CMAC
with three goals, while Jay
Larson and Sadira Anavim
had two goals each. Domi-
nic Diaz also scored for the
winners, who also got con-
tributions from Evan

Gruebel, Anna Burtnyk,
George Garcia, Thomas
Mauser, McKenna Mack,
Jude McClellan, Dylan Mor-
ales, Lucy Sanchez, Noah
Rothbard, Hudson Morris
and Conner Benavidez.

“They’re always timid out
the gate,” Schwartz said.
“Usually, once they shake
off those nerves, we’re on
fire.”

Newport girls claim 12U
crown: The Newport Water
Polo Club 12-and-under
girls also rallied for a plati-
num division title Sunday,
winning 7-4 over 680 Driv-
ers of the Bay Area.

Newport trailed 2-1 at
halftime and 3-2 after three
quarters, but exploded for
five goals in the fourth
quarter for the victory.

Newport’s Gabby Alexson
had three goals in the final
for MVP honors. Sadie
Ricks scored twice while
Addison Ting and Valery

Verdugo scored one goal
each.

Goalkeeper Terra Sage
Lindberg made seven saves
for Newport. Keira Bethell,
Caroline Daniel, Sutton
Lohman, Campbell Pence,
Charmae Price, Mary White
and Julia Winkelmann also
contributed.

“It felt amazing,” Alexson
said. “If it wasn’t for our
teamwork, we wouldn’t
have won … We knew this
was our last game as a team
together, so we really
pushed hard.”

Former Corona del Mar
High School girls’ coach
Kevin Ricks led the New-
port girls to victory.

Vanguard 14U girls win
title: The Vanguard Aquat-
ics 14-and-under team also
earned a title, in exciting
fashion.

Huntington Beach-based

WATER POLO

Local teams claim 3 platinum
division gold medals at USA
Junior Olympics in Irvine

Photo courtesy Jose De La Jara

THE COSTAMESA Aquatics Club 12-and-under coed
team and coach Olivia Schwartz, bottom, celebrate after
winning the USAWater Polo Junior Olympics 12-and-under
mixed platinum division title on Sunday.

BYMATT SZABO

See Gold, page A4

Kanoa Igarashi of
Huntington Beach came
close to making history
once again.

Igarashi had to settle
for a scintillating run
through the draw at the
inaugural Olympic men’s
surfing competition.

Igarashi, surfing for
Japan, won a silver med-
al Wednesday at Tsuri-
gasaki Surfing Beach
outside of Tokyo.

He fell to Italo Ferreira
of Brazil, 15.14 to 6.60,
in the 35-minute gold-
medal matchup.

SURFING

H.B. native Kanoa Igarashi nabs
silver medal at Olympic Games

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

KANOA IGARASHI of Huntington Beach, shown surfing
at the Jeep Surf Ranch Pro event in Lemoore on June 20,
took silver at the inaugural Olympic Games surfing event.

BYMATT SZABO

See Igarashi, page A4
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Each surfer’s top two
rides were counted.

Ferreira saw his board
snap in half during the
opening minutes of the
heat, but he landed two
solid waves.

Igarashi rode 14 waves
but was unable to get a
big enough score to
threaten.

Igarashi, 23, is used to
the big stage. He won
the U.S. Open of Surfing
title back-to-back years

on his home break, in
2017 and 2018 at the
south side of the Hunt-
ington Beach Pier.

At his first Olympics,
Igarashi also showed a
flair for the dramatic. He
unleashed a 9.33 ride in
the final minutes of his
semifinal heat to beat
two-time world champi-
on Gabriel Medina of
Brazil 17.00-16.76.

“The ride was prob-
ably about seven sec-
onds long, but it felt like
70 minutes long,”
Igarashi told the New
York Times after the

heat.
“I felt every single lit-

tle moment. I felt my
heartbeat, I felt my hair
in the wind, I felt being
in the air. And I had
thoughts while I was in
the air. It was kind of
surreal, but as soon as I
landed it I knew it was
one of the biggest mo-
ments of my career.”

Igarashi also dis-
patched Kohole Andino
of San Clemente 12.60-
11.00 in the quarterfinals.

Continued from page A3
IGARASHI
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Vanguard beat North Irvine
10-7 in a penalty shootout,
after the teams were tied
7-7 through regulation.

Vanguard featured four
girls — Kara Carver, Presley
Jones, goalkeeper Siena Ju-
mani and Estelle Karaba —
who are incoming fresh-
men at Laguna Beach High
School. Carver said it was

the fourth Junior Olympics
title for her and Jumani,
while Jones won her fifth
crown.

They loomed large in the
final. Carver scored three
goals, including once in the
shootout, and Jones scored
once. Jumani blocked three
penalty shots, including the
first two of the shootout.

“We’ve been practicing
for so long with each other,
this team’s like family,”
Carver said. “It’s just been a

really crazy year, and we’ve
made the most out of it.”

Allison Cohen of Van-
guard earned MVP honors.

Newport Beach 18Us,
SET 16Us fall in final: The
Newport Beach Water Polo
Club 18-and-under girls lost
to SOCAL Black 8-7 in a
hotly contested platinum
division gold-medal match
on Sunday.

It was an impressive
showing for Newport
Beach, which played en-

tirely with players from
coach Ross Sinclair’s New-
port Harbor High School
girls’ water polo program.
The only graduate on the
team was center Olivia Gio-
las, headed to USC.

“I’m so proud of all of our
girls,” Giolas said. “It’s not
an easy feat to be able to
come this far and do this
well. We all played together
as a team. We represented
Newport the best way we
could, and I am so proud of

how we finished.”
Giolas and Alex Love

each scored twice for New-
port in the title match,
while Taylor Smith, Morgan
Netherton and Avery Mon-
tiel added one goal each.
Goalkeeper Anna Reed
made six saves.

Local players on SOCAL
included CdM graduate
Kaity Greenwald and New-
port Beach resident Claire
Eusey, who scored a goal in
the final.

In the 16U title match,
SET fell 10-6 to Santa Bar-
bara 805. SET featured sev-
en incoming sophomores
and juniors from the La-
guna Beach girls’ water
polo program, including
starting goalkeeper Natasha
Denny. Laguna Beach’s
Myha Pinto and CdM’s Mia
Bernhoit each scored for
SET in the final.

Continued from page A3
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events manager for U.S.
Sailing, for helping to se-
cure national interest ex-
emptions for the European
squads to compete.

“They say it takes a vil-
lage,” regatta chair Chris-
tine Robertson Gribben
said in thanking those that
helped to put on the event.
“Well, I say it takes a village
and the village next door.”

The Governor’s Cup has
often included teams from
Australia, New Zealand and
Great Britain, but that will
not be the case on this oc-
casion.

Recent alumni of the re-
gatta from each of those
nations were shown during
a presentation to guests at
the banquet. Will Boulden
of Australia and Matt Whit-
field of Great Britain con-
tributed videos for the din-
ner, and three-time Gover-
nor’s Cup runner-up Leon-

ard Takahashi of New
Zealand also appeared in
pictures.

The local sailing commu-
nity is well represented.
David Wood, competing in
his fourth Governor’s Cup,
and Jeffrey Petersen, are
both from Balboa Yacht
Club, and they used to sail
together.

“We use each other to
train and develop, and the
only thing that David and I
want to do is to represent
Balboa Yacht Club, so it’s
awesome that we both have
the opportunity to do that,”
Petersen said. “We have the
opportunity to train to-
gether and work together
and push both of our skill
levels higher than the com-
petition, so we can have a
great showing.”

Newport Harbor Yacht
Club’s Morgan Pinckney, 16,
makes his Governor’s Cup
debut and is the youngest
skipper in the fleet. His
boat will sport the only
four-person crew with Will

Glasson, Marbella Marlo
and Jack Flores joining him.

Cohesion is of vital im-
portance, especially on a
crowded boat.

“I think we certainly will
[have teamwork], especially
sailing with four, we’ll have
an extra set of hands that
other teams won’t have,
and today was our first day
actually all together on the
boat,” Flores said at the
banquet. “It went quite
well, the cohesion. We’re all
very mature sailors, I think,
and I don’t see that being
an issue.”

When asked if it was time
for him to experience a
breakthrough at the Gover-
nor’s Cup, Wood respond-
ed, “Why couldn’t it be?”

Max Mayol, the main
trimmer for Wood’s crew,
said that kids watch the
event and wait for their mo-
ment to compete. He added
that the team is ready to
seize the moment.

“At one point, we were
those kids, and it’s a special

place to be, so we’re ex-
cited,” Mayol said.

France’s Thimoté Polet
was considered one of the
favorites entering the re-
gatta. “If we win, it’s better
training for the next event,
the Youth [Match Racing
World Championship],” Po-
let said. “It’s very impor-

tant.”
The Youth Match Racing

World Championship will
also be hosted by Balboa
Yacht Club.

Another twist to the Gov-
ernor’s Cup this year is the
path to qualifying for the
semifinals. The top two fin-
ishers in the double round

robin will get the first two
spots in the semifinals. If
wind conditions permit, re-
gatta officials also plan to
have a subsequent round
robin with the remaining
eight contenders to decide
the other two semifinalists.

“It’s blowing today, so as
long as we don’t have
breakdowns, they’ll get in a
lot of races today, and it’s
supposed to continue like
this for at least a day or so,”
Rose said. “It’s a way to pro-
vide a lot more racing, and
that’s what these sailors
came for.”

Petersen was undefeated
through six rounds on the
first day of action, but he
had yet to face Denmark’s
Emil Kjaer, who had won all
five of his reported matches
as of 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday.

American Porter Kavle
had posted a first-day
record of 5-2 as of this writ-
ing.

Continued from page A1
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

SKIPPERMORGAN PINCKNEY, Jack Flores, Will Glasson
and Marbella Marlo, from left, at the Governor's Cup
banquet at Balboa Yacht Club on Monday.
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