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Southern California
pours one out for 2020

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

AWOMAN CHECKS her phone under an umbrella on the Huntington Beach Pier during a rainy evening on Monday.
Orange County residents witnessed the first significant storm of the season in the region on Monday when a little more
than a quarter of an inch fell in the area and snow dusted the top of Santiago peak. Forecasters predict sunny skies in the
county for the last week of the year with temperatures mostly in the 60s during the day and high 40s overnight.

Huntington Beach went
through a turbulent 2020,
much of it tied to the nov-
el coronavirus pandemic
that exploded in March.

Traditional events were
canceled or modified in
Surf City, and a turbulent
election season trans-
pired. Yet there was prog-
ress made in key areas like
the opening of the city’s
long-awaited Navigation
Center.

Here are some of the
top stories of 2020:

NAVIGATION
CENTER OPENS

The city’s homeless
navigation center opened
on adjacent lots on Beach
Boulevard and Cameron
Lane on Dec. 7, ending
years of buildup and try-
ing to find the right site.

The navigation center,
operated by Mercy House,
provides up to 174 shelter
beds for adults and will
also facilitate additional
case management and
support services.

Those staying at the
temporary shelter are ex-
pected to have access to
services including voca-
tional training, mental
health treatment and
transportation to neces-
sary appointments.

The city broke ground

on the site in August after
considering 35 different
shelter sites over the last
several years, City Man-
ager Oliver Chi said.

CARR, ORTIZ TAKE
LEADERSHIP ROLES

The City Council’s
makeup changed signifi-
cantly as Tito Ortiz, Dan
Kalmick and Natalie
Moser were all elected in
November.

Ortiz, a lifelong resident
of Huntington Beach and
former mixed martial arts
star who ran claiming to
“Make Huntington Beach
safe again,” easily got the
most votes of the 15 can-
didates to run. He was ap-
pointed mayor pro tem
after being sworn in.

Kalmick and Moser, on
the other end of the politi-
cal spectrum, were both
endorsed by the Demo-
cratic Party of Orange
County.

Kim Carr was sworn in
as mayor in December,
taking that mantle from
Lyn Semeta.

PROTESTS ABOUND
AT HUNTINGTON PIER

The Huntington Beach
Pier was the home of pro-
tests seemingly every
weekend after the pan-
demic hit. Many were ei-

2020 IN REVIEW

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

PROTESTERShold signsat aBlackLivesMatter rally atPier
Plaza,withcounter-protesters across thestreet, on June20.

Top stories of
the year in H.B.
BYMATT SZABO

See Review, page A4

The city of Newport Beach
joined 20 other Orange County cit-
ies in filing an amicus brief in sup-
port of the Orange County Sheriff’s
Department late last week, while
Costa Mesa issued its own brief
with the same intent.

The briefs come in response to a
ruling in a lawsuit by Orange
County Superior Court Judge Peter
Wilson. The lawsuit was filed by
the American Civil Liberties Union
in April.

Wilson ruled Dec. 11 that Or-
ange County Sheriff Don Barnes
had shown “deliberate indiffer-
ence” to the substantial risk that
the virus can pose to medically
vulnerable people in custody,
which in turn violates their consti-
tutional rights.

The judge ordered Barnes to re-

duce jail populations by 50%,
which includes all dormitory and
barracks style housing. Addition-

ally, the sheriff must provide a re-
lease plan by Dec. 31 that identi-
fies all medically at-risk inmates

and outline measures to protect
those identified that Barnes does
not intend to release or transfer.

Barnes said in a statement on
Dec. 16 that the order could mean
the release of hundreds of in-
mates, which could potentially in-
clude those charged with serious
or violent crimes. There are about
700 medically vulnerable individu-
als currently in custody.

The brief joined by Newport
Beach, filed on Thursday, includes
Cypress, Dana Point, Garden
Grove, La Habra, Laguna Beach,
Laguna Hills, Laguna Niguel, Lake
Forest, Huntington Beach, Mission
Viejo, Orange, Placentia, Rancho
Santa Margarita, San Clemente,
San Juan Capistrano, Stanton,
Westminster, Tustin, Yorba Linda
and Villa Park.

In a statement, Newport Beach
officials said that the court ruling

did not provide adequate discre-
tion to Barnes and that it failed to
acknowledge previous efforts
made by the county to mitigate
the virus.

Since March, an estimated 691
inmates have tested positive for
the coronavirus.

The brief argues that the order
also fails to consider the impact of
newly released inmates on Orange
County cities and that there is “no
evidence” that release of individu-
als in custody would prevent them
from contracting the virus, point-
ing to increasing case counts.

It also acknowledges the recent
approval of the Moderna vaccine
and distribution of the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine.

“The issues here are immediate,
profound and far-reaching and for

Newport, CostaMesa amongO.C. cities supporting sheriff by filingbriefs

Christina House | For The Times

SINCEMARCH, at least 691 inmates have tested positive for COVID-19.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Sheriff, page A2
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Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A regional stay-at-home
order restricting the opera-
tions of Orange County
residents and businesses,
originally set to expire
Dec. 28, will remain in
place for the foreseeable fu-
ture, as ICU bed capacity
for COVID-19 patients
across Southern California
remains at 0%.

California Health and
Human Services Secretary
Dr. Mark Ghaly explained
the aggregated ICU capac-
ity of hospitals throughout
the Southern California re-
gion, which includes Or-
ange County and 10 other
jurisdictions, would have to
reach 15% for the order to
be lifted.

Both the Southern Cali-
fornia and San Joaquin re-
gions were placed under

stay-at-home orders earlier
this month for an initial

three-week period, but
their intensive care capaci-
ties have only shrunk since
then.

Ghaly said recently calcu-
lated four-week projections
don’t show things changing
anytime soon.

“We essentially are pro-
jecting that the ICU capac-
ity is not improving in San
Joaquin or Southern Cali-
fornia and that demand will
continue to exceed capac-
ity,” he said in a news con-
ference. “So, they will re-
main under the order for
the time being.”

Ghaly said the state is
asking acute-care facilities
to create crisis continuum
of care plans that would
outline how COVID-19 pa-

Stay-at-home orders to stay in place
as SoCal’s ICU capacity fixed at 0%

Christina House | Los Angeles Times

STATE OFFICIALS said Tuesday that the stay-at-home
orders issued earlier this month will remain in effect.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Orders, page A2

Fairview Developmental
Center — a former state
hospital reactivated as an
alternate care site during
the latest coronavirus surge
— this week expanded to
include a 50-bed memory-
care unit for COVID-19 pa-
tients that will be operated

by a local nonprofit.
A temporary wing in the

Costa Mesa facility opened
its doors Monday, and
those in charge of the oper-
ation anticipate they may
admit up to 25 patients in
the week ahead as area care
facilities and other agencies
refer residents.

The space is to be op-

erated by Irvine-based Alz-
heimer’s Orange County
under a $1.5-million con-
tract with the county de-
signed to last for a one-year
period, according to Jim
McAleer, the organization’s
president and chief execu-
tive.

McAleer said the unit can
potentially treat up to 50

COVID-19 patients, who
suffer not only from the dis-
ease caused by the co-
ronavirus but from demen-
tia and other disorders that
can make it difficult for
them to be housed in tradi-
tional care facilities or hos-
pital units.

Memory-care unit for COVID-19 patients
with dementia opens at Fairview center
BY SARA CARDINE

See Fairview, page A2
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ACROSS
1 CD followers
4 Take place
9 Troubles
13 Vigorous spirit
15 Largest U.S.
bank
16 Castle's
protection
17 Tibetan monk
18 Michelin store
wares
19 Wild feline
20 Asian language
22 Notice from
afar
23 Paper towel
brand
24 TV's "Chicago
__"
26 State without
proof
29 Duke, earl or
baron
34 Brave deeds
35 Royal domain
36 __ whim;
capriciously
37 __ away;
subtract
38 Ill-gotten gain
39 Cartoon bunny
40 Second person
41 Halloween wear
42 Leigh or
Jackson
43 Holds in high
regard
45 Eclair or
strudel
46 Word attached
to ring or mark
47 Rescue
48 __ on; incite
51 Official decree
56 Impalas &
Corollas
57 Halo wearer
58 NFL team
60 __-ran; loser
61 Military
blockade
62 Part of a foot
63 Vicious
64 Wrapped up
65 Your

DOWN
1 Sushi restaurant's
purchase
2 As __ as a
pancake

3 Explorer Vasco
da __
4 C-to-C on a
keyboard
5 Shanghai's
nation
6 Part of TLC
7 Utilizes
8 Look like

9 Block; hinder
10 Costello &
Rawls
11 Nightstand item
12 Stick around
14 Gullibility
21 Hairpieces
25 Tree subject to
disease

26 Day __ day;
continuously
27 Depart from
28 Michigan &
Titicaca
29 Head holders
30 Doesn't have
both __ in the
water
31 Everest or Fuji
32 1 of 7 deadly
sins
33 Very unkind
35 Metal corrosion
38 Sport played
with stick & ball
39 Dog that
doesn't bark
41 __ culpa
42 World's most
populous island
44 Human being
45 Was out of
breath
47 Burn the edges
of
48 Con game
49 Sickly looking
50 __ Major; Big
Dipper's
constellation
52 Outdoor
wedding spoiler
53 Kicked the
bucket
54 Penny
55 Carve in glass
59 Bashful

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

these reasons the court of
appeal should take this mat-
ter on an expedited basis
and reverse the respondent
court’s order,” the brief
reads, adding that the pan-
demic requires prompt ac-
tion but that it does not jus-
tify the mandatory release
of prisoners.

The Newport Beach City
Council voted unanimously
on Dec. 18 to file the brief
during a special meeting.

Newport Beach Mayor
Brad Avery said in a state-
ment the day of the vote
that the issue was “very
concerning for our residents
and business” and that
council members have re-
ceived many emails in sup-
port of the filing of the ami-
cus brief.

“We know this a difficult
time for everyone, given the
state of the pandemic,”
Avery said. “However, Sheriff
Barnes has taken significant
action to keep inmates safe.
Releasing potentially dan-
gerous criminals into the
community is not the an-
swer.”

The city of Costa Mesa
did not join in on Newport
Beach’s legal effort and, in-
stead, authored its own
amicus brief, in which offi-
cials claimed city services
may become “more strenu-
ously taxed” by the release
of numerous inmates into
the community.

Filed Thursday by Costa
Mesa City Atty. Kimberly
Barlow, the brief urged the
court to consider the ramifi-
cations of the release on the
agencies and jurisdictions
that would be affected by
such an order.

“The safety and security
of all Orange County resi-
dents is at stake, as well as
the many thousands within
the city of Costa Mesa, and
in addition to the poten-
tially severe impacts on city-
and countywide services
and/or other impacts on
city or community re-
sources from such a sudden
influx of jail inmates,” it
reads.

Sara Cardine contributed
to this report.

Continued from page A1
SHERIFF

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

tients would be triaged if
hospitals became too full
or under-resourced to
provide equal and ade-
quate care to all.

“We do have to ac-
knowledge that we need
to be prepared for the
possibility that some hos-
pitals will need to resort
to crisis care, in which
medical professionals
have to make hard
choices and allocate re-
sources differently,” he
said.

Meanwhile, in Orange
County, already overbur-
dened hospitals continue
to report increasing num-
bers of patients hospital-
ized with COVID-19 and

requiring intensive care.
Between Friday and

Sunday, health officials re-
ported 9,153 new co-
ronavirus cases with 41
resident deaths recorded
Friday, Christmas Day,
and another 22 deaths
Saturday.

The Orange County
Health Care Agency on
Tuesday reported 2,106 in-
dividuals were being
treated in area hospitals
with 473 in intensive care
units.

Another 2,452 new
cases of coronavirus and
one death were also
logged on Tuesday, bring-
ing the countywide cumu-
lative case count to
152,059 and pushing the
fatality rate to 1,847.

The county’s seven-day
average of new cases

stands at 53.5 per 100,000
residents.

Another 14,038 tests
were issued Tuesday,
bringing the cumulative
number of tests issued to
2,010,289 and accounting
for a seven-day average
testing positivity rate of
16.9%.

Ghaly urged residents
to take all precautions to
prevent the spread of the
virus as another wave, fol-
lowing winter holidays
known to attract gather-
ings, is anticipated in the
weeks ahead.

“We could see the worst
of it in early January,” he
said. “Frankly, many of the
hospital leaders I’ve talked
to in Southern California
are bracing for exactly
that.”

Here are the latest cu-

mulative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 29,002
cases; 369 deaths

• Anaheim: 25,876
cases; 395 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
6,049 cases; 99 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 4,948
cases; 53 deaths

• Irvine: 5,523 cases; 22
deaths

• Newport Beach: 2,225
cases; 28 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 1,912
cases; 30 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 493
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case
counts by age group, fol-
lowed by deaths:

• 0 to 17: 14,476 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 21,384 cases;
five deaths

• 25 to 34: 31,438 cases;
26 deaths

• 35 to 44: 23,996 cases;
43 deaths

• 45 to 54: 24,551 cases;
139 deaths

• 55 to 64: 18,775 cases;
250 deaths

• 65 to 74: 9,402 cases;
362 deaths

• 75 to 84: 4,688 cases;
409 deaths

• 85 and older: 3,259
cases; 612 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid19
.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For informa-
tion on getting tested, vis-
it occovid19.ochealthinfo
.com/covid-19-testing.

Continued from page A1
ORDERS

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

“Hospitals are hard, hard
places for them,” he said,
describing how bright
lights and noises tend to
disorient memory-care pa-
tients.

“When someone with
dementia becomes COVID
positive, that person could
present a wander risk or
refuse to wear a mask. If
they don’t have to be there,
they shouldn’t be.”

The nonprofit provides
education and care consul-
tations for those who care
for people with dementia
and also operates 12 resi-
dential board-and-care fa-
cilities throughout Orange
County.

When local coronavirus
cases began to surge and
hospitals became overrun
with COVID-19 cases,
McAleer and his colleagues
looked for a way to serve
and treat this unique seg-
ment of the care popula-
tion.

They reached out to the
California Department of
Social Services and were
put in touch with Assem-
blywoman Cottie Petrie-
Norris (D-Laguna Beach),
who connected them with
the Orange County Health
Care Agency and the state’s
Department of Devel-
opmental Services, which
owns the 114-acre property.

In a matter of weeks,
Alzheimer’s Orange County
was licensed to run the
care facility and had fur-
nished and staffed the unit
to care for the first round
of 25 patients.

“I’ve never seen collabo-
ration like this — it’s amaz-
ing how everyone has been
showing up to help,”
McAleer said.

Petrie-Norris said in a re-
lease issued Monday by
Alzheimer’s Orange County
when she learned about
the crisis occurring in de-
mentia and memory-care
facilities during the pan-
demic, she was motivated
to find a solution for the
county’s most vulnerable
patients.

“This is a great example
of how nonprofits, the
county and state can work
together to protect our
community,” she added.

The memory-care wing
occupies just one portion
of the massive complex
retrofitted this spring to ac-
commodate the treatment
of ambulatory COVID-19
patients who may not re-
quire hospitalization but
for varying reasons may be
unable to return to their
places of residence.

Initially, the state envi-
sioned a facility that could
house some 900 beds. But
since the first patients were
admitted in late April, cen-
sus remained historically
low.

Fairview transitioned in
late September to a “warm
close” status, which left it
largely unstaffed but able
to be brought back online
within 72 to 96 hours, offi-
cials reported.

Earlier this month, the
state reopened the facility
as a regional alternate care
site as area coronavirus
cases began to surge. A
main area was designed to
hold up to 125 patients,
while the memory-care
wing and another wing
planned for the develop-
mentally delayed can each
be outfitted to treat 25 to

50 individuals.
Costa Mesa Fire & Res-

cue Chief Dan Stefano,
who acts as a liaison repre-
senting the city in matters
related to Fairview, con-
firmed Tuesday 16 patients
were being treated in the
main unit, including 10
from Los Angeles County.

McAleer said patients of
the memory-care ward will
be able to reside at
Fairview until they’ve ex-
perienced 10 symptom-
free days and have gone
three days without a fever
or fever-reducing medi-
cation. More serious cases

of COVID-19 require a
longer stay.

The idea is to free up
hospital beds for more se-
rious patients, while reduc-
ing the chance of co-
ronavirus transmission
among people who don’t
need to be in an intense
medical setting.

“It’s about the comfort
and safety of a disenfran-
chised population who are
not easy to serve in other
places,” McAleer said of
the new unit.

Continued from page A1
FAIRVIEW

File Photo

FAIRVIEWDEVELOPMENTAL CENTER, reactivated as an alternate care site during the
latest coronavirus surge, now includes a 50-bed memory care unit for COVID-19 patients
that will be operated by nonprofit Alzheimer’s Orange County.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

A 28-year-old Costa Man
will face charges of sexual
assault after being arrested
Thursday on suspicion of
chasing down and groping
an Orange Coast College
student as she was walking
on campus the day before,
Costa Mesa Police Depart-
ment officials reported.

The department received
a call Wednesday at
4:54 p.m. stating a male sus-
pect followed the female
student as she was walking
near the Horticulture area
and Technology building,
according to a CMPD re-
lease issued Thursday.

Upon their arrival, offi-
cers could not initially lo-
cate the victim but learned a
good Samaritan had ob-
served the incident and
confronted the suspect, al-
lowing the woman to escape
her attacker, the release in-

dicated. The suspect fled
the scene after he was con-
fronted by the witness.

Police later located the
victim, a 19-year-old wom-
an, at OCC’s campus hous-
ing facility, according to the
report, where she told them
she was walking on campus
when someone approached
her from behind and forci-
bly groped her.

That night, campus secu-
rity officials sent a noti-
fication to students, faculty
and staff, alerting them of
the sexual assault and pro-
viding them with the sus-
pect’s description, officials
reported.

At around 4:30 a.m.
Thursday morning, security
officers on patrol came up-
on a man near the campus’
Allied Health Sciences
Building who they said
matched the description of
the assailant. The officers
followed him to an area near

Harbor Boulevard and Mer-
rimac Way and contacted
Costa Mesa police, provid-
ing location updates as the
suspect moved.

Police officers arrived on
scene and detained Alex En-
rique Siliezar, 28, of Costa
Mesa, the release stated. He
was arrested and later
booked at Orange County
Jail.

The Orange County dis-
trict attorney’s office con-
firmed Monday Siliezar was
charged with one felony
count of sexual battery by
restraint and another felony
county of false impris-
onment by menace, vi-
olence, fraud or deceit for
violating the personal liber-
ty of the victim. Court re-
cords indicate Siliezar was
scheduled for an arraign-
ment hearing Monday.

Man facing sexual assault charges
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

A Costa Mesa resident
faces eight felony charges —
including attempted mur-
der, assault with a deadly
weapon and first-degree
residential burglary — stem-
ming from a Dec. 21 inci-
dent in which he allegedly
attacked a man with a metal
rod and chain.

Costa Mesa Police De-
partment spokeswoman
Roxi Fyad said officers were
called out to a property on
the 3200 block of Harbor
Boulevard that night at
8:51 p.m., regarding a pos-
sible assault with a deadly
weapon.

Fyad confirmed one sus-
pect, Adan Diaz, 35, of Costa
Mesa was arrested following
the incident but was unable
to provide further details on
what happened prior to his
arrest.

In a felony complaint filed
Dec. 23 by the Orange
County district attorney’s of-
fice, however, prosecutors
indicated Diaz was facing
multiple charges for his role
in the incident, along with

additional enhancements
that could extend his sen-
tence should he be found
guilty.

Diaz was charged with
one felony account of at-
tempted murder for actions
described as unlawful and
showing an intent to kill a
victim identified only as
“Irvin H.” on Dec. 21, ac-
cording to the complaint.
Diaz reportedly assaulted
the victim with a metal rod
and a chain, earning two ad-
ditional felony counts of as-
sault with a deadly weapon.

Prosecutors claim the sus-
pect unlawfully entered a
motel room inhabited by
the victim with the intent to
commit the assault which, if
successfully tried as a first-
degree residential burglary,
could mean Diaz would not
be eligible for probation, ac-
cording to California penal
code.

Diaz also racked up three
more felony charges for al-
legedly resisting officers and
preventing them from per-
forming their duties as offi-
cers by law. An eighth felony
charge was filed claiming

Diaz committed battery
against an on-duty police
officer, inflicting injury in
the process.

A misdemeanor charge of
battery against victim “Irvin
H.” was also noted in the
D.A.’s complaint. Sentencing
enhancements pertaining to
attempted premeditated
murder, infliction of great
bodily injury resulting in a
coma or paralysis and per-
sonal use of a deadly weap-
on may also be applied in
the case against Diaz.

Further, because the sus-
pect was previously con-
victed in April 2015 for com-
mitting assault with a deadly
weapon other than a fire-
arm, a violent felony crime,
he could be eligible for addi-
tional jail time, prosecutors
stated in the document.

Court records indicate
Diaz is currently being held
on $1 million bail and is
scheduled to appear in Or-
ange County Superior Court
on Jan. 14 for an arraign-
ment hearing.

Suspect charged with attempted murder
BY SARA CARDINE

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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2020 PHOTOS OF THE YEAR

Feature Stories

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

CRISTINA PRADA stands in the middle of wings intended to encourage
young girls to see themselves as poderosas (strong women) during
the mural dedication and unveiling ceremony in Costa Mesa on Oct. 12.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

AGHOULpeeks in thewindowat the “Tunnel of TerrorHauntedCar
Wash” at Russell Fischer Xpress CarWash inHuntingtonBeach onOct. 22.

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

ALYSSASKOBISofDowney isbaptized in thePacificOceanbySalt
Church inCostaMesa leaders JoeFerguson, left, andhiswifeTaylorduringa
SaturateOCworshipeventnorthof thepier inHuntingtonBeachonJuly10.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THIS YEAR’S Laguna Art Museum Art and Nature exhibit, Patrick Shearn’s Skynet called “Sunset Trace,” is
suspended along the coastline path from Las Brisas to Main Beach near the Laguna Inn in November.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF DELORES SHEAHAN aka

DELORES W. SHEAHAN aka DELORES A.
SHEAHAN aka DELORES WENZEL

SHEAHAN
Case No. 30-2020-01175198-PR-LA-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the will or estate, or both, of DELORES SHEAHAN
aka DELORES W. SHEAHAN aka DELORES A.
SHEAHAN aka DELORES WENZEL SHEAHAN
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by

Diana Delores Sheahan in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that

Diana Delores Sheahan be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer

the estate under the Independent Administration of
Estates Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held on

January 27, 2021 at 10:30 AM in Dept. No. C08
located at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE W, SANTA
ANA CA 92701.
IF YOU PLAN TO APPEAR: (1) You must

attend the hearing by video remote using Microsoft
Teams; (2) Go to the court's website at http//www.
occourts.org/media-relations/probate-mental-hea
lth.html to appear for probate hearings; and for
remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing; call
657-622-8278 for assistance.

IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the
petition, you should appear at the hearing and state
your objections or file written objections with the court
before the hearing. Your appearance may be in person
or by your attorney.

IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a
contingent creditor of the decedent, you must file your
claim with the court and mail a copy to the personal
representative appointed by the court within the later of
either (1) four months from the date of first issuance of
letters to a general personal representative, as defined
in section 58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2)
60 days from the date of mailing or personal delivery to
you of a notice under section 9052 of the California
Probate Code.

Other California statutes and legal
authority may affect your rights as a creditor. You may
want to consult with an attorney knowledgeable in
California law.

YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by
the court. If you are a person interested in the estate,
you may file with the court a Request for Special
Notice (form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or account
as provided in Probate Code section 1250. A Request
for Special Notice form is available from the court
clerk.

Attorney for petitioner:
ROBERT L COHEN ESQ

SBN 150913
LAW OFFICES OF

ROBERT L. COHEN INC
8081 ORANGETHORPE AVE
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ther protesting Gov. Gavin
Newsom’s stay-at-home or-
der, or in support of the
Black Lives Matter move-
ment following the death of
George Floyd.

Approximately 2,500 peo-
ple gathered at the pier on
May 1 to call for the reopen-
ing of California.

About a month later,
Black Lives Matter demon-
strators were met with
counter-protesters during a
protest on May 31. Local
businesses boarded up
their windows and the
gathering was declared an
unlawful assembly, but no
looting was reported.

More recently, in Novem-
ber, people gathered there
to protest a statewide cur-
few that was implemented
after Orange County re-
gressed into the purple tier
for reopening.

FOURTH OF JULY
PARADE CONTINUES,
WITH MODIFICATIONS

The long-running Hunt-
ington Beach Fourth of July
parade continued during
the coronavirus, albeit with
heavy modifications.

Instead of the traditional
parade down Pacific Coast
Highway and Main Street,
the 2020 version featured
two smaller motorcades
that went through Hunting-
ton Beach neighborhoods.
The parade honored veter-

ans, local elected officials,
high school seniors and
other notable community
figures, and it came within
a mile of every home in the
city.

A home-decorating con-
test also took place, with
the theme of the celebra-
tion being “Surf City
Dreamin’.” The Festival at
the Pier, Fourth of July run
and traditional fireworks
show were all canceled.

U.S. OPEN OF SURFING,
GREAT PACIFIC
AIRSHOW CANCELED

Two events that bring siz-
able crowds into Hunting-
ton Beach were canceled
due to COVID-19.

The U.S. Open of Surfing,
a mainstay of summer in
Surf City, was canceled in
June. The nine-day event,
billed as the largest action
sports event in North
America, typically brings
hundreds of thousands of
people to the south side of
the Huntington Beach Pier.

The Great Pacific Airshow
typically utilizes that space
in September, but it also
was canceled in July.

Both events plan to re-
turn in 2021.

HANDY RESIGNS AS
POLICE CHIEF; HARVEY
TAKES THE HELM

Huntington Beach Police
Chief Robert Handy re-
signed in October, after
serving in that role for sev-
en years. He said he would
be leaving law enforcement

but will remain a resident
of Surf City.

Handy’s assistant chief
Kelly Rodriguez was named
the interim chief but she
quickly resigned that role,
saying she didn’t want to be
a part of political fights that
were happening in the
community.

The Huntington Beach
Police Management Assn.,
which represents nine lieu-
tenants and three captains
in the department, en-

dorsed Ortiz, Casey
McKeon and Gracey Van
Der Mark in the City Coun-
cil race. A political flier sent
to homes in Huntington
Beach, which was endorsed
by the Police Management
Assn., was critical of City
Council candidates Moser,
Kalmick and Oscar Rodri-
guez.

However, the Police Offi-
cers Assn., which is another
police union that repre-
sents the rank-and-file po-
lice officers within the de-
partment, endorsed Kal-
mick along with Ortiz.

Julian Harvey, formerly
the deputy police chief for
Anaheim, was hired as
Huntington Beach’s interim
chief in November.

POSEIDON PLANT
DEBATE RAGES ON

The Poseidon water de-
salination plant in Hunting-
ton Beach remains a hot
topic, though nothing was
actually resolved in 2020.

The Santa Ana Regional
Water Board was set to vote
on issuing a permit to Po-
seidon in September, but
that was delayed after Po-
seidon requested more
time to address concerns
that were raised during
public hearings in August.

Should the regional water
board grant Poseidon a per-
mit, it would also need a
permit from the California
Coastal Commission before
a possible contract with the
Orange County Water Dis-
trict could be agreed upon
and construction of the
$1.4-billion facility.

Proponents say desalina-
tion will provide an afford-
able and drought-proof wa-
ter supply to the area, but
opponents question the
need and say that the plant
would be ecologically de-
structive.

DOWNTOWN AREA
CLOSED TO TRAFFIC

The second and third
blocks of Main Street were
closed to street traffic over
the summer, as a way to en-
courage outdoor dining
and support local busi-
nesses during the pan-
demic.

That closure has led to
increased business for
many restaurants down-
town, though some busi-
ness owners in the third
block have said the closure
hurts their business instead
of helping it.

At the last City Council
meeting of the year, the
council voted 4-3 to keep
the second block of Main
Street closed to traffic
through February but to re-
open the third block as
soon as possible with modi-
fications.

HUNTINGTON BEACH
JOINS ORANGE COUNTY
POWER AUTHORITY

Following a special meet-
ing, the City Council voted
5-2 on Dec. 21 to join the
Orange County Power Au-
thority, a new Community

Choice Energy program be-
ing spearheaded by the city
of Irvine.

Huntington Beach Coun-
cilman Mike Posey has
been sworn in as a board
member for the group,
which provides electricity
customers an alternative to
Southern California Edison.

Electricity users in partic-
ipating cities are estimated
to save about 2% on their
energy bills. They will auto-
matically be enrolled in the
program, but can switch
back to Edison if they
choose.

Fullerton, Lake Forest
and Buena Park are the
other cities on board with
the CCE. Launch costs are
being handled by Irvine.

SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE
RULES AGAINST H.B.
IN BEACH CLOSURE SUIT

An Orange County Supe-
rior Court judge denied a
preliminary injunction
sought by the city of Hunt-
ington Beach on May 14, af-
ter Gov. Gavin Newsom or-
dered ordered all Orange
County beaches closed
April 30.

Huntington Beach City
Atty. Michael Gates said
that Newsom had over-
stepped his authority and
closing the beaches was
unconstitutional.

The city filed suit against
the state after a 5-2 vote by
the City Council.

The beaches were re-
opened for active use on
May 5, but Huntington
Beach did not drop its law-
suit against the state, which
also included several pri-
vate businesses in Hunting-
ton Beach and Newport
Beach as plaintiffs.

“The court denies plain-
tiffs’ invitation to adjudi-
cate a closure no longer in
effect,” Judge Nathan Scott
wrote in his decision.
“Plaintiffs have not shown
the governor is likely to
close the beaches again.”

Scott added that the
plaintiffs “have not shown a
sufficient likelihood that a
narrow restriction on pas-
sive beach use during a
pandemic is unconstitu-
tional.”
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JASMINE RAMIREZ, left, Fabiola Struchen, center, and Carlos Ramirez have lunch at Killarney’s Irish Pub on Nov. 17.

Courtesy of city of Huntington Beach

HUNTINGTONBEACHCityCouncilmembersparticipate ina
November ribbon-cuttingceremony for theNavigationCenter.


