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Ron Lawrence — a law enforce-
ment officer with 31 years of experi-
ence in Northern California — has
been selected as the next chief of the
Costa Mesa Police Department, city
officials announced Thursday.

Currently serving as chief of police
for the city of Citrus Heights,
Lawrence oversees a department of
157 employees and serves a popula-
tion of 90,000 residents. He replaces
longtime CMPD Chief Bryan Glass,
who will retire in September after 26
years with the department.

After Glass announced his plan to
leave in April, city officials engaged
in a national executive recruitment
effort to locate his successor. In
Lawrence, they found a candidate
with a long work history who’s held
numerous assignments, from court
bailiff and vice officer to internal af-
fairs investigator and division com-
mander.

“Through a nationwide search, we
have identified a strong leader for
our police department for years to
come,” Mayor John Stephens said in

See Chief, page A4

Courtesy of the city of Costa Mesa

CITRUS HEIGHTS Police Chief Ron
Lawrence is headed to Costa Mesa.

Costa
Mesa
names
new chief
of police
Ron Lawrence, who held a
similar position in Citrus
Heights, has been selected
to replace outgoing Bryan
Glass, who retires Sept. 2.
BY SARA CARDINE

After years of renovation and more than
$10 million invested by the community and
donors, the Chabad Center for Jewish Life in
Newport Beach is ready to be unveiled.

The center, which provides Jewish educa-
tional, outreach and social programs for resi-
dents throughout Newport Beach and great-
er Orange County, will be holding its grand
opening this Sunday at 2:30 p.m., though the
center never officially closed during its reno-
vations.

Visitors will be able to go on small, guided
tours throughout the facility and officials say
that all the festivities will be held outdoors.

“The timing of this is really well. As we’re
creeping out of COVID and emerging, we’ve
seen a demand for our educational and so-

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
RABBI REUVENMINTZ stands in front of the History of the Star of David wall located in the lobby at the Chabad Center for Jewish Life in
Newport Beach. After two years of upgrades, the 20,000-square-foot center will hold its grand opening this Sunday at 2:30 p.m.

Upgrades meant to serve

RABBI MINTZ STANDS inside the therapy room used to help calm autistic children.

Renovations at the Chabad
Center for Jewish Life began
in early 2019. The facility
provides Jewish educational,
outreach and social programs.
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Chabad, page A3

Ahead of the school year, New-
port-Mesa’s 22 elementary
schools will be receiving more
than a dozen books each to add
to their libraries thanks to a do-
nation from the Patrick’s Purpose
Foundation.

The foundation announced
Tuesday that it donated over 500
books to the district earlier this
month, all of which focus on so-
cial-emotional health of chil-
dren. All the books were pur-
chased from Lido Village Books,
which founder Kim Turner said
was an intentional choice to sup-
port local businesses.

“As you know, the focus of our
foundation is mental wellness
especially in teens and children,”
said Turner, who founded the
nonprofit after her son, Patrick
Turner, died by suicide in 2018.
“We just figured that with every-
one coming back from the pan-
demic, little kids are stressed.
High-schoolers are stressed.”

Turner said the initial idea was
to potentially draft a book about
Patrick, but that further research
revealed there were a number of
books that dealt with mental
health for children in grades kin-
dergarten through sixth grade.
She then reached out to Lido Vil-
lage Books, who along with the
Newport-Mesa Unified School
District staff, helped to cultivate
a list of books to donate.

Those books include titles like
“Don’t Feed the Worry Bug” by
Andi Green and “Tough Guys
(Have Feelings Too)” by Keith
Negley.

The books were distributed to
all the district’s elementary

schools and included books in
both Spanish and English. Turn-
er said that the foundation spent
$9,154 on them.

“It would be really awesome to
get the books into the hands of
the lower grades, so that if some-
one’s feeling angry or feeling
frustrated or bullied, it would
spark a conversation to talk
about those feelings and show
that it’s OK to talk about those
feelings and that it’s OK to not
feel OK,” Turner said in an inter-
view Wednesday.

“If we can get the younger kids
to learn how to deal with their
feelings and their emotions, it
will give them tools as they grow
older and face tougher and prob-
ably more stressful situations. We

hope that they will be better
equipped to deal with things as
they grow up,” she added. “Espe-
cially in our high achieving com-
munity, we expect a lot of kids.

“I just think that everybody at
some point in their life is going
to have a tough day, down day no
matter how old you are,” Turner
said. “If we can give these kids
permission to talk about their
feelings and sort of normalize it
that everybody has a bad day or
everybody gets angry, it’s very
normal.

“It’s breaking down the stigma
of talking about feelings, mental
health, to just normalize it at a
very young age so that they are

Foundation donates over 500
books to Newport-Mesa Unified

Courtesy of the Patrick’s Purpose Foundation

A SELECTION of the more than 500 books that the Patrick’s Purpose
Foundation donated to the Newport-Mesa Unified School District. The
books were distributed across the district’s 22 elementary schools.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Books, page A4

Adam Casler splashed the wa-
ter violently in celebration.

Aidan Murphy stood up out of
his seat once the eight-man boat

crossed the finish line, one of
just two members of the crew to
do so.

“That’s how you decide who

Newport Aquatic
Center trio strikes gold
for the U.S. in Bulgaria

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ADAMCASLER,TravisO’Neil andAidanMurphy, fromleft, of the
NewportAquaticCenter,werepartof the teamthatwongold in the
men’s JuniorEight at theWorldRowing JuniorChampionships lastweek.

BYMATT SZABO

See Gold, page A3

DUMPLING RESTAURANT EMPIRE
EXPANDS ITS TERRITORY INTO O.C.
PAGE A2

O.C. SOCCER CLUB MOVES ON
FROM BRAEDEN CLOUTIER
AS HEAD COACH PAGE A6
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WORLD PREMIERE

by Richard Greenberg
directed by Tony Taccone
Featuring David Ivers

O 2–N 6, 2021
After a long period of isolation,
an actor returns to the stage, alone
and shaken. This is his story—his
moment of reckoning—about what
led to his seclusion. Along the wind-
ing journey, he draws inspiration
frommovies and theatre, reflects
onmissteps and unravels mysteries
of love. Artistic Director David Ivers
takes the stage in a compelling
new play written specially
for him by one of SCR’s most
celebrated legacy playwrights.
High school andup.

2021/22SEASON
CONTINUESWITH

THE

DON’T PAY FULL PRICE.
SAVE—WITHA
SEASONTICKET!

LAST STOPON
MARKET STREET
by Cheryl L. West
based on the book by Matt de la Peña
& Christian Robinson
music & lyrics by Lamont Dozier & Paris Dozier
directed by Oanh Nguyen
Jan 7–23, 2022
Theatre for YoungAudiences and Families
Ages 4 andup

WHAT I LEARNED IN PARIS
by Pearl Cleage
directed by Lou Bellamy
Feb 12–Mar 12, 2022
On the SegerstromStage
High school andup

U.S. PREMIERE

CLEAN
by Christine Quintana
with Spanish translation &
adaptation by Paula Zelaya Cervantes
directed by Lisa Portes
Mar 20–Apr 10, 2022
On the JulianneArgyros Stage
Part of the Pacific Playwrights Festival
High school andup

OURTOWN
by ThorntonWilder
directed by Beth Lopes
May 7–June 4, 2022
On the SegerstromStage
Ages 12 andup

TIGER STYLE!
by Mike Lew
directed by Ralph B. Peña
May 15–June 12, 2022
On the JulianneArgyros Stage
High school andup

ACROSS
1 Run slowly
4 Sum finder
9 __ milk; nonfat
drink
13 Student's ordeal
15 Take the wheel
16 __ in a blue
moon
17 Where heros are
made
18 __ about; praises
highly
19 Bamboo shoot
20 Asleep at the
switch
22 Actress Harper
23 Game officials
24 Name for 13
popes
26 Shocked
29 Actor Richard
34 Casino
attractions
35 TV remote
button
36 Tennis court
divider
37 Record
38 Refers to
39 "Queen for __"
of old TV
40 Wrath
41 Gaps
42 Reason to
bathe
43 Blushed
45 Of __; certainly
46 Break-__;
burglaries
47 Pigeon cries
48
Caramel-topped
custard
51 Quarantining
56 Theater box
57 Bette or Ossie
58 "All You __ Is
Love"; Beatles
song
60 Prefix for cook
or look
61 Standing
straight
62 Fence opening
63 Says "I do"
64 Ice show
venues
65 Ordinance

DOWN
1 Elly May

Clampett's pa
2 Horned animals
3 Actor Gordon
4 Anchorless
5 __ one's feet;
stalls
6 Shabby
nightclub
7 Tied

8 Fidgety
9 In a way
10 Largest joint in
the body
11 Applies frosting
to
12 Pharmacy
supplies
14 Move to

another region
21 "The __ said, the
better"
25 Storm center
26 Up and about
27 Angry look
28 __ for; desired
29 No longer in
fashion
30 McClanahan &
others
31 Went __; sank
32 Some SeaWorld
performers
33 Do a
beautician's job
35 Stack
38 Think about
39 Funny
41 Egg producer
42 Flue coating
44 Small eateries
45 Shorelines
47 Touch the
mouse button
48 Move along
smoothly
49 In __; smitten
50 Way past one's
prime
52 Delhi dress
53 Oast
54 Actor
McDonough
55 "__ grip!"; cry to
the hysterical
59 Drops in the
morning

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

I t took just one day for
dumpling fans and
foodies of all stripes to

sniff out one of the buzzi-
est Orange County restau-
rant debuts in recent mem-
ory.

Paradise Dynasty opened
its first U.S. location at
South Coast Plaza July 20
with zero advertising, and
the next day people were
piling up outside the
restaurant, waiting up to
two hours for a seat.

The Singapore dumpling
empire has 45 other loca-
tions in nine countries
throughout Asia, but this is
their first in America — a
long-awaited dream, says
Eldwin Chua, who co-owns
the chain with his younger
brother, Edlan.

“All the biggest brands
are from the U.S.,” he said.
“To have that international
eyeball, it has to be an
outlet in the U.S.”

The brothers have been
trying to land a spot at a
Southern California shop-
ping center for the past
decade. Every mall they
lobbied though, from the
Grove in Los Angeles to the
Americana at Brand in
Glendale, already had a Din
Tai Fung, a Taiwan-based
restaurant chain that is the
undisputed juggernaut for
soup dumplings in the U.S.

Malls didn’t want to lease
to a competitor, particu-
larly one without a track
record in this country.
South Coast Plaza was no
exception. A Din Tai Fung
opened there in 2014 and
still draws crowds. Paradise
Dynasty was sent away.

Recently, though, Irvine
developer Morgan Zhang
leased a giant space inside
Bloomingdale’s to create an
elevated food hall called
Collage. He then reached
out to Paradise Dynasty,
offering the brothers a
sublease — inviting them
to be the centerpiece.

Jackpot.
“We are fortunate,” Eld-

win said. “What beats the
best location in Orange

County?”
He and his brother, along

with a small kitchen team,
flew in from Singapore a
few weeks ago for the
opening.

While some foodie influ-
encers have forecast a
dumpling war between Din
Tai Fung and Paradise
Dynasty, Eldwin says it’s
not a competition: The two
have different styles.

Din Tai Fung is famous
for its Shanghai-style soup
dumplings & noodles.

Paradise Dynasty, on the
other hand, has a menu
that draws from eight dif-
ferent regions in China and
includes traditional dishes
like fried rice and stir fry, in
addition to soup dump-
lings.

The thing that put Para-
dise on the foodie map is
that they were “the first in
the world” to make dump-
lings with a variety of fla-
vors and colors, according
to Eldwin.

“I didn’t want to be la-
beled a copycat,” he said.
“Another Din Tai Fung.”

Natural dyes are added
to the dumpling dough —
spinach juice for green,
carrots for orange, squid

ink for black.
Their Rainbow Xiao Long

Bao dumpling basket is
almost too pretty to eat.
Eight plump little pouches
arrive arranged in a circle.

Diners are instructed to
eat them in order, from the
milder OG pork dumpling
to bolder-flavored fillings
like foie gras, black truffle,
luffa gourd, cheese and
crab roe. The final dump-
ling is fiery red with a spicy
Szechuan kick.

“The thing about Singa-
pore is we have a lot of
bold flavors from all these
neighboring Southeast Asia
countries,” Eldwin said. “So
we created our own Singa-
pore-style Chinese flavor.
The taste is bolder, with
more layers of flavors. The
food is more refined.”

Each dumpling is sized
to be eaten in one bite,
although a big bite. Pop it
in your mouth, sink your
teeth into the soft dough,

and savory broth seeps out
with the filling. Fans call
them flavor bombs.

Eldwin, now 44, started
his culinary career at a
McDonald’s when he was
only 12. The legal working
age in Singapore at the
time was 13 so he lied to
get the job. Soon after he
moved up to hotel
kitchens.

“It was there I learned
the basic culinary skills,” he
said.

At 22, he took over his
grandfather’s coffee stall.
And a few years later he
opened his first Paradise
Dynasty, handing out fliers
on rollerblades when he
wasn’t buying ingredients
at wet markets or working
in the kitchen.

His vision then was the
same as it is now, he says.

“It’s the total experience.
The food has to be good,

the service has to be good.
The price point has to be
right. So it’s like you are
entering a very tasteful
restaurant that is afford-
able.”

The South Coast Plaza
spot is contemporary, west-
ernized with modern Asian
elements and a sleek bar.
Beer, wine and cocktails
will be served once the
liquor license is approved.

Eldwin says he hopes to
have a partial reservation
system by the grand open-
ing on Sept. 13.

He’s also setting up a
wait list via Yelp to shorten
the lines, which have
stretched to up to 100 peo-
ple on weekends.

It’s a good problem to
have.

Dumpling restaurant empire expands into O.C.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
THE DAN DAN NOODLES from Paradise Dynasty at the
restaurant’s new location inside South Coast Plaza.

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

CHEFS PREPARE food in the kitchen at Paradise Dynasty at South Coast Plaza on July 20.
The eatery known for its colorful dumplings is already drawing big crowds.

LORI BASHEDA is a
contributor to Times
Community News.

Lori
Basheda

THE
RAINBOW
Xiao Long
Bao
dumpling
basket at
Paradise
Dynasty.

BY LORI BASHEDA
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SCR.org/classes(714)708-5577
ENROLLNOW!

The safe and comfortable learning of our students is our priority aswe continue tomonitor and respond to
the health crisis. All of our classeswill be held in-personwhile following all state and local COVID guidelines.

For nearly 50 years
SCR’s Theatre Conservatory has guided students toward

personal and artistic growth, encouraging them to develop skills
that will serve them throughout their lives and give a deeper

understanding of acting and the artistic process.

SEPT 14–NOV 20, 2021 JAN 11–MAR 19, 2022 MAR 22–JUN 4, 2022
(for returning students only)

FALLSESSION PRINGSESSIONWINTERSESSION

$360 • SIBLING DISCOUNT AVAILABLE

W SP

ACTINGACTING
CLASSESCLASSES
FOR KIDSFOR KIDS
& TEENS& TEENS

GGRADESRADES

3–123–12
GRADES

3–12

Peer group cl
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Top-notch in
struction fro

mprofessional
artists

The safe and comfortable learning of our students is our priority aswe continue tomonitor and respond to

“The classes and programs have increased our children’s
confidence and self-esteem, and expanded their ability to

express themselves and communicate with others.”
—Mike Huntley & Laura Forbes

Keep up with
L.A. Times,
wherever you are.
As a print subscriber, you have free unlimited digital access on our app.

Our easy-to-use digital design allows you to find what you’re looking for
quickly. Download the app and never miss a thing.

• Stay informed 24/7 with award-winning journalism.

• Experience our upgraded app.

• Get access to the eNewspaper with easy navigation,
searchable archives and offline reading.

• Easily manage your account and subscription.

Access today’s
top stories.

Navigate the enewspaper
with searchable archives

and offline reading.

Listen to our podcasts
and watch exclusive

video content.

View your recently read
and saved stories.

Download the L.A. Times app

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

cial service programs, especially
for the special-needs community
and the greater community, really
skyrocket over the last couple of
years,” said Rabbi Reuven Mintz,
who co-directs the center with his
wife, Chani.

The renovations, Mintz said,
bring together all of the center’s
programming under one roof to
complement one another.

That includes the center itself,
the Friendship Circle Center for
Special Needs and the addition of
the Holocaust Education Center,
which will host more than 700
pieces preserved from the
Auschwitz concentration camp by
Holocaust survivor Mel Mermel-
stein.

Mintz said the center has often
worked closely with schools where
there are incidents of anti-Semi-
tism or hate and that they often
coordinated field trips to the Mu-
seum of Tolerance in Los Angeles,
but that the arrival of the Holo-
caust Education Center will help
educate many more people and
provide resources to the greater
community.

“With the rise of anti-Semitism
and other hate crimes across the
country, this will serve to educate
young people in the community
to promote greater tolerance and
inspire a new generation to have
moral courage and personal integ-
rity,” Mintz said. “These are the
three keys our youth need today
to live in peace and harmony to-
gether.”

Additionally, the renovations in-

clude a new library and an in-
structional kitchen, an art therapy
studio and the Snoezelen Multi-
Sensory Therapy Room, which is
meant to calm and stimulate
users as necessary during therapy
sessions for individuals with disa-
bilities. It will be used by the
Friendship Circle.

Visitors to the center will also
find a sanctuary, social hall and
classrooms.

Mintz said the decision to reno-
vate came about simply because
the facility didn’t serve the Chabad
Center for Jewish Life’s purposes.

“We had 55 offices in this build-
ing when we came in [in 2014],”
Mintz said. “We needed a custom-
ized space. We needed an appro-
priate space for a sanctuary, for
the social hall, multipurpose
rooms, library, therapy rooms that
needed to be built out. The in-

structional kitchen ... so, it really
needed this level of work.”

“It just wasn’t allowing us, in the
prior facility, to fully utilize the
space to its full potential,” Mintz
said.

Renovations began in 2019 and
were funded by “a lot of goodwill
from our general contractors” and
the community at large. The
building still remains in its general
footprint, though it’s been pretty
much gutted from its roofs to its
foundations.

Staff continued to occupy the
building and provide services
while construction was ongoing.
The March 2020 arrival of the
COVID-19 pandemic delayed
progress on the work.

“From this beautiful new facil-
ity, we’ll continue the mission of
giving to provide services to both
the Jewish community, the greater
community and the special-needs
community, educating tens of
thousands,” Mintz said. “This
Sunday, we have this grand open-
ing. We’d like the community to
come.”

The center is at 2240 University
Drive, Newport Beach.

Continued from page A1
CHABAD

Kevin Chang
Staff
Photographer

A PAINTED
HEART created
from the
thumbprints of
children is
displayed in the
art therapy studio
at the Chabad
Center for Jewish
Life in Newport
Beach.

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

didn’t pull as hard as every-
body else,” Newport Aquat-
ic Center coach Nick D’An-
toni joked.

Casler and Murphy could
celebrate however they
wanted. What they accom-
plished was meaningful.

They were part of the

U.S. men’s eight team that
won gold at the World Row-
ing Junior Championships
in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, on
Sunday.

Casler and Murphy, who
each row for Newport
Aquatic Center, helped the
U.S. pull ahead in the mid-
dle of the 2,000-meter race
and finish in five minutes,
47.70 seconds, beating sec-
ond-place Germany by

more than two seconds.
It was the first time that

the United States had won
gold in the event since 2010,
and stopped a streak of five
straight silver medals from
2015-19. The World Rowing
Junior Championships
were not held last year due
to the coronavirus pan-
demic.

Casler is an incoming
senior at Newport Harbor

High School along with
Travis O’Neil, who was a
spare (reserve) member of
the team. Murphy recently
graduated from Huntington
Beach High and plans to
take a gap year before
enrolling at Northeastern
University. They were the
only members of the men’s
eight team from California.

Casler, the boat’s
coxswain, said that the race
plan while training in Chula
Vista was called “Operation
Streak Breakers.”

“All summer, that was our
motivation — let’s not go
get silver again,” he said,
adding that he wasn’t nerv-
ous racing in the final race
of the five-day regatta. “I
was just excited to have the
opportunity to win for the
USA, and have that atmos-
phere … Going into that
race, I had no doubt that
we were going to be suc-
cessful.”

Murphy said the feeling
was surreal when the boat
crossed the finish line. He
added that many friends
and family members woke
up in the middle of the

night — 4 a.m. Pacific time
— to watch a live stream of
the race.

“All the work we’ve done
for the past three months,
being away from my family
and all my friends here, it
paid off greatly in the final,”
Murphy said. “Once we got
back to land, I was having a
hard time walking around.
But once we crossed the
line, I was so stoked.”

The men’s eight also in-
cluded Tyler Horler of Flor-
ida, Ryan Link of Virginia,
Jordan Dykema of Wash-
ington, John Patton of
Texas, Julian Thomas of
Pennsylvania and Miles
Hudgins and Stephen
Warming, both of Massa-
chusetts. Link was the only
men’s rower with previous
experience on that stage.

Eric Gehrke coached the
men’s team.

D’Antoni credited the
two local rowers as well as
O’Neil, who went through
all of the same training and
had the job of encouraging
his teammates once they
got to Bulgaria on Aug. 6.

“The spare is an impor-

tant role but it’s also a really
difficult role,” D’Antoni
said. “You want the right
person, who if they had to
race, they could race. But
you also want someone
who’s willing to be a hype
man.”

Casler, the coxswain, said
it was his first significant
win since he was a fresh-
man, mostly due to the
pandemic. He’s the younger
brother of Zach Casler, who
also was coxswain for NAC
before heading to the Uni-
versity of Washington. Zach
helped the Huskies win the
Intercollegiate Rowing
Assn. National Champi-
onship this past spring.

The younger Casler didn’t
need to apologize for
splashing the water after
his own big victory in Bul-
garia. “That was a lot of
buildup for the past couple
of years,” he said. “I still
can’t really put my head
around it, to be honest, the
feeling that I had. It was just
awesome.”

Continued from page A1
GOLD

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices

SELL
your stuff
through
classified!

GOOD JOBS,
RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN
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(714) 966-4600

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

LAGUNA BEACH BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT / DESIGN REVIEW BOARD

The CITY OF LAGUNA BEACH BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT / DESIGN REVIEW BOARD will
hold a virtual/in-person Public Hearing in the City Council Chambers, located in City
Hall at 505 Forest Avenue, to consider DESIGN REVIEW 21-9501, COASTAL DEVELOP-
MENT PERMIT 21-9500, VARIANCE 21-9502 AND CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION for the:
Nocella Residence, 741 Summit Drive, APN 644-252-02. SAID PUBLIC HEARING to be
held Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 5:00 PM. NO FURTHER PUBLIC NOTICE WILL BE
GIVEN. The applicant should make a good faith effort to contact neighbors by telephone,
email, or other means to satisfy and document the early communication requirements
and is not required to meet in person. Project Description: The applicant requests
design review for modifications to a prior approval in the R-1 (Residential Low Densi-
ty) zone. Modifications include a new 589 square-foot accessory dwelling unit (ADU),
elevated decks (337 square feet), grading, retaining walls, and pool and spa. A coastal
development permit is requested for the ADU and a variance is requested to exceed
the maximum allowed 16-foot height for an ADU [LBMC 25.17.030(G) and Government
Code Section 65852.2(c)(2)(C)]. The property is required to be staked with story poles
at least 21 calendar days prior to the hearing. The City encourages anyone with ques-
tions or concerns regarding the proposed project to contact: Project Applicant: Gregg
Abel, Designer (949) 497-3442 gregg@greggabel.com City Staff: Chris Dominguez, As-
sociate Planner (949) 497-0745 cdominguez@lagunabeachcity.net IMPORTANT! If you
have concerns about the effects this proposed project could have on your property and
you wish those concerns to be considered by the Design Review Board at the public
hearing, it is imperative that you invite the Board Members to view the project site and
staking from your property prior to the meeting. Please contact the Board Members
no earlier than the Friday before the scheduled hearing. A list of Board Members and
e-mail addresses are available at City Hall or on the City’s website at https://www.
lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/council/committees/designreview.htm. Board Members
will visit the applicant’s property prior to the hearing. The plans and application may
be reviewed on the City’s website linked to the Design Review Board meeting agenda
http://www.lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/citygov/cityclerk/mam.htm. Comments may
be made via teleconferencing during the hearing, in writing prior to the hearing
(when emailed or mailed to City Hall), or in person in Council Chambers. It is recom-
mended that written correspondence be delivered to City Hall preferably at least 10
days prior to the hearing but no fewer than 5 days before the hearing. It is possible
that this project may be continued to some specific future date and/or modified during
the Design Review process. If you challenge the nature of the proposed project in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone else raised at the Public
Hearing described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Board at,
or prior to, the Public Hearing. The City staff has determined the project to be subject to
a Categorical Exemption Section 15303, Class 3(a) pursuant to the California Environ-
mental Quality Act. This project is located within the City of Laguna Beach Coastal Zone.
The Coastal Development Permit application was filed on June 22, 2021 and constitutes
development appealable to the California Coastal Commission.

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING
LAGUNA BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION

THE LAGUNA BEACH PLANNING COMMISSION will hold a hybrid virtual/in-
person Public Hearing in the City Council Chambers, located in City Hall at 505
Forest Avenue, to consider: General Plan Amendment 21-8858 to update
and amend the City of Laguna Beach General Plan Safety Element.
The Planning Commission will review the Draft Element and make a
recommendation to the City Council. SAID PUBLIC HEARING to be held:
Wednesday, September 1, 2021 at 6:00 P.M. For additional information,
contact Melinda Dacey, Associate Planner at (949) 497-0325 or via email
at mdacey@lagunabeachcity.net. Planning Commissioners may also be
contacted to discuss issues and questions about the proposed project.A listing
of the Planning Commissioners and their contact information is available in
City Hall and on the City’s website at www.lagunabeachcity.net.The draft Safety
Element is available for public review on the City’s website at the following link:
https://lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/cd/planning/mjrplanginitv/safety_element_
update.htm. The staff report may be examined on the City’s website at the
following link (available the Saturday before the public hearing): https://www.
lagunabeachcity.net/cityhall/citygov/cityclerk/mam.htm. Click on the Planning
Commission Agenda (located to the right of the Planning Commission hearing
date/time) under the Upcoming Events section and then click on the specific
agenda item. Comments may be made in writing/email, via teleconferencing
during the Public Hearing, or in-person in the Council Chambers. Please note
that all members of the public must wear a face covering while in the Council
Chambers and must depart Council Chambers immediately after speaking.
It is recommended that written correspondence be delivered/emailed to City
Hall preferably at least 2 days before the hearing. Comments may be made via
teleconferencing during the Public Hearing from a computer, iPad or smart
phone via Zoom URL: https://lagunabeachcity.zoom.us/j/99405314155 or join
by phone by calling (669) 900-9128 and enter Webinar ID: 99405314155. If, in
the future, you wish to challenge the subject in court, you may be limited to
raising only those issues you (or someone else) raised at the Public Hearing
described in this notice, or in written correspondence delivered to the Planning
Commission/City Council at, or prior to the Public Hearing. The update to the
Safety Element is Categorically Exempt pursuant to the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act Sections 15162 (Exemption based
on previous Environmental Impact Report and no changes proposed),
15060(c)(2) (No physical change in environment), and 15061(b)(3)
(No possible significant effect on the environment). Marc Wiener,AICP,
Director of Community Development
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Thursday’s announcement.
“Chief Lawrence has distin-
guished himself among his
fellow chiefs and will now
serve Costa Mesa well.”

Lawrence was selected by
his police chief colleagues
to serve as the 54th presi-
dent of the California Police
Chief’s Assn. for the 2019-20
term, during which he rep-
resented all 334 municipal
chiefs serving in the state of
California.

He currently serves on
the California Office of
Emergency Services’
Homeland Security Advis-
ory Committee, the gover-
nor’s Creating Safer Com-
munities Statewide Task-
force and the Criminal Jus-
tice Advisory Committee,
offered through the non-
partisan Public Policy Insti-
tute of California.

In 2013, Lawrence was in-
vited to teach introduction
to criminal justice and
criminology as an adjunct
professor with the Public
Policy degree program of
William Jessup University
in the city of Rocklin, where
he served as police captain
and chief from 2006 to
2016.

In addition to a bach-
elor’s degree in criminal
justice, Lawrence holds a
master’s degree in organiza-
tional leadership from Saint
Mary’s College of Califor-
nia. He also attended the
FBI National Academy and
the POST Command Col-
lege for law enforcement
executives.

Costa Mesa City Manager
Lori Ann Farrell Harrison,
who led the city’s search ef-
forts, selected Lawrence
from a highly qualified pool
of candidates.

“Chief Lawrence will be
tasked with leading one of
the top-performing and in-
novative law enforcement
agencies in the state,” Far-
rell Harrison said in the
news release. “Costa Mesa’s
Police Department is well
respected in our communi-
ty, and I have full confi-
dence that our new chief
will carry on the legacy of
law enforcement excellence
that Chief Glass, his team
and prior chiefs have
worked so hard to achieve.”

Glass, whose last day will
be Sept. 2, was commended
during an Aug. 3 meeting of
the Costa Mesa City Coun-
cil for his long service and
commitment to the depart-
ment. On Thursday, he
congratulated the incoming
chief.

“He is an experienced
law enforcement profes-
sional and seasoned chief,
who can ensure the depart-
ment continues to progress
and provide quality police
services to the Costa Mesa
community,” Glass said in a
statement.

Lawrence said he was
looking forward to joining a
successful and dedicated
team.

“I am excited to lead the
Costa Mesa Police Depart-
ment and build upon the
legacy Chief Bryan Glass
and so many other chiefs
who have shaped the or-
ganization’s culture,” he
said. “The men and women
of the police department
are well-respected, highly
skilled professionals, and I
am fortunate to be a part of
creating a bright future
alongside them.”

Lawrence will be offi-
cially sworn in as chief of
police during the Sept. 7
regular meeting of the
Costa Mesa City Council.

Continued from page A1
CHIEF

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

feeling something, they
wouldn’t be shy about talk-
ing to their teacher or par-
ent or coach that ‘I’m not
doing so great right now.’ ”

Annette Franco, a
spokeswoman for the dis-
trict, said the donation was
“phenomenal” and that the
Patrick’s Purpose Founda-
tion was very good to the
district in many ways.

“This is just a testament
to how much our commu-
nity cares,” Franco said.
“We’ll continue the rela-
tionship with Patrick’s Pur-
pose to see in other areas
where we can work to-
gether and continue to de-
velop our future leaders.”

Continued from page A1
BOOKS

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Gwen D. Johnson
March 4, 1921 - July 22, 2020

Gwen Johnson lived a beautiful, blessed life and cared
deeply about serving others. She is remembered for her
giving nature and generous spirit. Married for almost 74 years
to Jim Johnson, she passed away peacefully at 99 years old,
the month after Jim’s passing in the summer of 2020. Fondly
known as the “Gwims,” Gwen and Jim lived in Corona del
Mar for 49 years, where they were actively engaged in their
community and volunteer outreach.

Gwen was born to Esther and Alvin Danielson in 1921 on
a farm in New York Mills, MN, as the fifth of six children. The
family moved to Annandale, MN when Gwen was five years
old. Growing up, she played basketball, tap danced, and
played the saxophone. She then went on to St Cloud State
Teacher’s College where she earned a bachelor’s degree
in Education, while serving as a lifeguard and teaching
swimming lessons in the summer.

She taught 2nd grade in Breckenridge, MN, and then
became a stewardess for American Airlines. She flew on
DC-3 planes with 21 passengers and loved telling stories
about her various flights. During that time in the 1940’s, she
lived in the Hollywood Hills, where she met Jim who was
stationed at Camp Pendleton with the USMC. They were
engaged three months later, and Jim was sent to Guam.
When WWII ended, Gwen and Jim were married on August
31, 1946, in her hometown of Annandale.

The Johnsons lived in many places before settling in
Corona del Mar – North Dakota, Arizona, Montana, New
Mexico, Mississippi, Catalina Island, and Hawaii. Gwen loved
their eight years in Kailua, Oahu, and always held a special
place in her heart for the islands. Along the way, Gwen and
Jim had three daughters – Jennifer, Callie and Melissa.

Wherever the family lived, Gwen volunteered and was
active in their United Methodist Church. She and Jim
served on many domestic and international mission work
teams, including Kenya, South Africa, Palestine, Zimbabwe,
Guatemala, and Kauai post-Hurricane Iniki. They also helped
rebuild burned down churches in the South. Locally she and
Jim were involved with SOS and the Orange County Interfaith
Shelter and received a Community Leadership Award from
OC Human Relations. She also enjoyed her involvement
with Women of Vision, the Philharmonic Society of Orange
County, Alta Bahia, and the Kiwi Club, an organization of past
and present American Airlines flight attendants.

Gwen had an adventurous spirit, which was demonstrated
by rafting down the Colorado River and trekking the Himalayas
in Nepal with Jim. She celebrated her 90th birthday by
skydiving, which was a true testament to her sense of
adventure. She loved her daily walks and swims.

Along with her inspiring marriage to Jim, Gwen leaves her
legacy of faith, love of family and friends, thoughtfulness,
generosity, and compassion for the vulnerable, displaced and
oppressed.

Gwen is survived and forever loved by daughters Jennifer
Lord (Bryan) and Melissa Johnson, sister-in-law Grace
Prince, grandchildren Anna Smyers, Sarah, Noah and Jonah
Schopfer, great-grandchildren Harley, Julia, Mercy & Jackson
James, great-great grandson Tre, son-in-law John Schopfer,
and many nieces, nephews and goddaughters. She was
preceded in death by her husband Jim and daughter Callie
Schopfer.

A public celebration of life will be held for both Gwen and
Jim on Saturday, August 21, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at the Newport
Center United Methodist Church. Donations in their memory
may be made to the Newport Center United Methodist
Church, 1601 Marguerite Avenue, Corona del Mar, CA 92625.

James R. Johnson
January 5, 1923 - June 15, 2020

Jim Johnson lived a full and generous life and blessed
all who knew him throughout his 97 years. He and his wife,
Gwen, lived in Corona del Mar for 49 years before they both
peacefully passed away a month apart in the summer of 2020.
They were married for almost 74 years and were admirable
members of the Greatest Generation.

Jim was born to Gilbert and Margaret Johnson in Williston,
North Dakota, in 1923. As an Eagle Scout at age 14, he
attended the first Jamboree of the Boy Scouts of America in
1937 along the Potomac River in Washington, D.C. While a
student in college at the University of North Dakota (UND),
he enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1942 and advanced
to the rank of 1st Lt. Called for active duty in 1943, he was
first sent to Purdue University for special work under the V-12
program, then to basic training at Parris Island, SC, further
training at Camp Lejeune, NC, and Officer Candidates School
at Quantico.

When he was stationed at Camp Pendleton, he met Gwen
Danielson on a blind date in the Hollywood Hills. They were
engaged three months later, and he was sent to Honolulu
and Guam. After WWII ended, he and Gwen were married
on August 31, 1946, in Annandale, MN. Jim then returned to
college and received a bachelor’s degree in Engineering from
UND, where he was a member of the Kappa Sigma fraternity.

Jim’s engineering career spanned over 40 years and
all seven continents. He served as President of Holmes &
Narver, an integrated engineering and construction company,
headquartered in Orange, CA, for 18 years until his retirement
in 1988. Company projects included the redesign of John
Wayne Airport, military base operations and maintenance,
aerospace air pollution control systems design, and the 1984
U.S. Olympics security system design. The firm also provided
scientific support services to the U.S. Antarctic Research
Program. Jim had previously served as general manager of
H&N’s Pacific division on Oahu where his family lived for eight
years. Prior to Hawaii, the family lived in Montana, Arizona,
New Mexico, Mississippi, and on Catalina Island.

After a post-retirement trip to Antarctica where he served
as an environmental observer for the National Science
Foundation, Jim and Gwen spent the next 20+ years
volunteering and serving on domestic and international
mission trips through their United Methodist Church. Projects
included building irrigation systems, dental clinics and
churches in many countries, including South Africa, Kenya,
Zimbabwe, andGuatemala.They also built homeswith Habitat
for Humanity in South Dakota. Jim especially enjoyed his trip
to Ireland with the UC Irvine Center for Citizen Peacebuilding,
which he and Gwen supported, as well as serving the Red
Bird Mission in the Kentucky Appalachians.

In his later years, Jim was known for his baking ministry
and loved sharing his cookies and breads with everyone. He
will be remembered by his warmth and kindness, inspiring
marriage to Gwen, love of family and friends, and gentle yet
strong spirit.

Jim is survived and forever loved by daughters Jennifer
Lord (Bryan) and Melissa Johnson, sister Grace Prince,
grandchildren Anna Smyers, Sarah, Noah and Jonah
Schopfer, great-grandchildren Harley, Julia, Mercy & Jackson
James, great-great grandson Tre, son-in-law John Schopfer,
and many nieces, nephews and goddaughters. Jim was
preceded in death by daughter Callie Schopfer.

A public celebration of life will be held for both Jim and
Gwen on Saturday, August 21, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. at the
Newport Center United Methodist Church. Donations in
their memory may be made to the Newport Center United
Methodist Church, 1601 Marguerite Avenue, Corona del Mar,
CA 92625.
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Orange County Soccer
Club announced Thursday
that it has parted ways with
head coach Braeden
Cloutier.

The decision comes amid
a rough stretch for Orange
County, which has just one
win over its last eight
games. The club has gone
1-5-2 in that span, the last
of those games resulting in
a 3-0 defeat to the Tacoma
Defiance at home on
Wednesday night.

“After much thought and
a long evaluation of our
current situation to accom-
plish our goals for the sea-
son, we made the difficult
decision to relieve Braeden
of his duties as head
coach,” President of Soccer
Operations and General
Manager Oliver Wyss said
in a statement. “Braeden
has been part of the Orange
County coaching staff for
more than six years, includ-
ing his role as head coach
for the past four-plus sea-
sons, and we are forever
grateful for his contrib-
utions and successes on
and off the field.

“Braeden has been an ex-
ceptional professional and
has represented this club
with incredible class, and
we wish him all the best
moving forward.”

Richard Chaplow, who
was an assistant coach, has

been named interim head
coach for Orange County
(7-7-5, 26 points), which
has fallen to fourth place in
the Pacific Division of the
United Soccer League
Championship standings.
Orange County has 13 regu-
lar-season games remain-
ing, beginning with a road
contest against the San Di-
ego Loyal on Saturday.

Outside of Pacific Divi-
sion leader Phoenix Rising
FC (11-2-4, 37 points), the
standings are crowded. Ta-
coma (7-4-6, 27 points) and
San Diego (8-8-3, 27 points)
are each one point ahead of
Orange County, but Ta-
coma has two games in
hand. Sacramento Republic
FC (5-6-6, 21 points), which
is fifth, has also played two
fewer games. The top four
teams in each division will
qualify for the postseason.

In his time at the helm
for Orange County,
Cloutier’s teams made two
playoff appearances. In
Cloutier’s first season in
2018, the club finished atop
the Western Conference
with a 20-8-6 record. Or-
ange County advanced to
the conference finals that
year, bowing out against
Phoenix.

Orange County went 49-
31-23 over 103 regular-sea-
son games under Cloutier.

Courtesy of the Orange County Soccer Club

BRAEDENCLOUTIER, center, had been the head coach of
Orange County Soccer Club since the start of the 2018 season.

O.C. Soccer Club
removes Cloutier
as head coach
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With the next academic
year poised to get under-
way soon, CIF Southern
Section Commissioner Rob
Wigod was as excited as a
student on the first day of
school on Thursday as he
shared his thoughts on the
state of high school sports.

Hope will spring eternal,
especially toward the goal
of having full regular sea-
sons and playoffs.

The coronavirus pan-
demic benched high school

sports for nearly a calendar
year. Cross-country, which
started up first and had a
52-day regular season, re-
turned in early February.

The goal for many during
the resumption of high
school sports was to pro-
vide opportunities for all
athletes to compete. The
section playoffs were re-
moved from the equation
to allow for longer periods
during which sports that
fell into ‘Season 1’ in the re-
vised CIF sports calendar
could be played.

When ‘Season 2’ arrived,
it was pandemonium due
to the sheer volume of
sports being played at once.
The need to share facilities
resulted in games being
played in gyms and campus
stadiums nearly nonstop.

“In four weeks, we had 19
sports and 106 champi-
onships between May 21
and June 19, but our
schools did a tremendous
job … of managing all that
needed to be done with
them,” Wigod said. “I think
our team here was just phe-
nomenal in terms of all the
work that we had to do
from our perspective to
manage [and run] those
championships.

“What a feeling it was by
the time that we got to
June 19, which was our last
baseball championship
game. It was a tremendous
sense of accomplishment
for what was done.”

A new season brings an-
ticipation of what lies
ahead. To that end, the sec-
tion will be debuting a play-
off system in football that
will be decided entirely by
power rankings stemming
from the current regular
season.

The competitive equity
model that the CIF has uti-
lized in recent years has re-
lied on data from the previ-
ous two seasons to place
teams in divisions.

Wigod said the section
will divide the total number
of automatic playoff berths
due to its leagues by 14, and
the automatic qualifiers will
be placed into their respec-
tive divisions from there.

The remaining spots in the
16-team playoff brackets
will be filled in by teams
that receive at-large bids.

“This new system, … I
think a big selling point to
our schools when they
voted for it, was that they
knew that every guaranteed
entry would make it, and
that there would still be a
reasonable number of at-
large teams who deserve to
make it, too,” Wigod said.

An Open Division will
also be introduced for boys’
and girls’ water polo in the
section, something that has
already come into play with

several other sports such as
basketball, tennis and vol-
leyball.

Wigod said that adding
such a division is a step for-
ward, as it allows the cur-
rent season to be evaluated
and hold a championship
featuring the best teams of
that year.

“Football is sort of the
test case for everybody, us-
ing only current regular
season,” Wigod said.
“These other sports are tak-
ing that initial step by iden-
tifying the best teams from
the current regular season
and putting them into a

[separate] division. It’s not
so much an open division.
It’s just saying that we’re go-
ing to identify this top divi-
sion with our best teams
from this year.”

This year will also mark
the first for girls’ beach vol-
leyball as a CIF-sanctioned
sport.

If there is participation in
the sport from 20% of the
section’s member schools
this spring, there could be
playoffs the following sea-
son.

CIF COMMISSIONER ROBWIGOD SAYS SOUTHERN
SECTION IS REFINING COMPETITIVE EQUITY

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ROBWIGOD, theCIFSouthernSectionCommissioner, is shown inAugust2018.Wigodon
Thursdaysaid thesectionwill divide the totalnumberof automaticplayoff berthsdue to its
leaguesby14, and theautomaticqualifierswill beplaced into their respectivedivisions fromthere.
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