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Thanks to Orange County’s
highest-ranked cancer center,
we can say, "We're in remission."

At UCI Health, with world-class comprehensive cancer care
within your reach, the words “cancer-free” are even closer.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

Anyone who’s loved a rescue
dog knows a second chance can
mean the difference between
happiness and peril or life and
death. That’s just as true for hu-
mans, who can fall or be lifted by
the hand of another.

For the last 15 years, local non-
profit Cell Dogs has connected
unhoused canines in need of
love and obedience training with
incarcerated adults and youth

tasked with preparing them for
new lives with loving families.

In a small Jan. 17 graduation
ceremony at the Orange County
Probation Department’s Juvenile
Hall, a handful of wards held fast
to the leashes of three pooches
— Polly, Rocky and Wiggles —
who’d been living with them for
the previous 2½ months.

The youths were responsible
for training the dogs, rescued
from dire straits and often of un-
known origin, and for providing

the socialization and discipline
necessary for their transition to
a home environment.

Janette Thomas, a Tustin retir-
ee and dog lover, founded the
organization in 2008 to help
dogs that might not fare well in
traditional shelters or adoption
environments, while creating a
sense of purpose in the lives of
inmates and youth in need of
their own form of rehabilitation.

Courtesy of Cell Dogs

CELL DOGS founder
Janette Thomas
speaks during a visit
to Orange County
Animal Care in 2009.
The nonprofit has
connected unhoused
canines with
incarcerated adults
and youth tasked
with preparing them
for new lives and
loving families.

Nonprofit’s rescue dogs provide
life lessons to Juvenile Hall youth
BY SARA CARDINE

See Lessons, page A6

B rooke Kenerson sat in the City of Hope
Newport Beach infusion bay on Tues-
day morning, a coffee in her hand and

a smile on her face that couldn’t be obscured
by her face mask.

She was getting ready to literally put poi-
son in her body, an arsenic trioxide drip, as
part of her chemotherapy for acute promye-
locytic leukemia. The 2018 Corona del Mar

High graduate was diagnosed with that form
of cancer, which affects about one in 250,000
United States residents, last November while
living in New York City.

That sounds like an unlucky lottery to win.
Yet Kenerson was upbeat on this day. Her
leukemia is in remission, and this was her
penultimate morning of treatment for this
round of chemotherapy. She remarked on
the hospital room’s ocean view.

“I don’t feel like [the diagnosis] changed

me,” said Kenerson, 22. “I feel like I changed
how you can look at this process, just being
super-positive about it. That’s how I am as a
person, so it didn’t make me feel differently. I
made something like this feel manageable
and like a positive thing.

“The timing couldn’t have been better. I
got to be home for Christmas. There’s a lot of
things that lined up, for me to feel like this

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

NEWPORT BEACH native Brooke Kenerson, 22, has been battling acute promyelocytic leukemia since last fall. Friends and family have
committed to run or walk the New York City Half-Marathon in March in honor of the 2018 Corona del Mar High graduate.

‘Platelet Princess’ hopeful
amid battle with leukemia
BYMATT SZABO

See Princess, page A8

An e-bike had been charging
for days in the first-floor apart-
ment of a family of three in Hunt-
ington Beach when it exploded
late one night this month. Flames
spread rapidly and blocked their
front door, forcing them to escape
through a window.

Nobody was hurt, Fire Marshal
Janice Van Mullema said. But the
fire chewed through the outer
wall of the apartment and scorch-
ed its interior, leaving its residents
and several neighbors without a
place to stay.

It may have started when the
cells of the e-bike’s lithium-ion
battery ruptured. That would al-
low chemicals normally kept
separate inside of it to mix, result-
ing in a violent reaction.

“Batteries this size can go up
like a rocket off of some of these
e-bikes. This one could well have
launched across their living
room,” she said, later noting that
the fire remained under investi-
gation. “And you can’t put them
out with water.”

But e-bikes aren’t inherently
dangerous, Van Mullema said.
She acknowledged they can be a
convenient, environmentally
conscious alternative to driving

E-bike
battery
blamed
for H.B.
blaze
Fire that began after
an e-bike had been left
charging for days inside
an apartment displaces
family, nearby residents.
BY ERIC LICAS

See Battery, page A2

When 15-year-old Ryan Honary
said he would travel to Paris this
week to make a presentation at
UNESCO’s Learning Planet Festi-
val, he announced he would use
his platform there to launch an
effort geared toward engaging
others in his age group to create
solutions for environmental prob-
lems.

He’s calling it the Climate Solu-

tions Society.
“It’s focused on encouraging

the youth to create solutions for
environmental problems they
care about rather than just talk
about it,” said Honary, who has
already embarked on providing
solutions through SensoRy AI, the
start-up he launched in 2021.

Spurred by the damage brought
on by the devastating 2018 Camp

Freshman showcases
project at Paris event
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Paris, page A2

WESTMINSTER TET PARADE MARCHES ON PAGE A5

ALSO FROM THE DAILY PILOT:

James Carbone
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Thanks to Orange County’s
highest-ranked cancer center,
we can say, "We're in remission."

At UCI Health, with world-class comprehensive cancer care
within your reach, the words “cancer-free” are even closer.

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

The Boys & Girls Club of
Laguna Beach has a new
dedicated space for its
middle schoolers, as the
club recently debuted its
teen well space and recre-
ation area.

Looking to address what
club officials have referred
to as an “epidemic of lone-
liness,” the organization
partnered with the non-
profit Design With Pur-
pose to convert two of its
upstairs rooms into a
stimulating hangout for its
teens.

“We used to have a
separate wing of the build-
ing for teens, for middle-
schoolers,” Pam Estes,
chief executive of the Boys
& Girls Club of Laguna
Beach, said. “When the
pandemic hit and we re-
opened to serve kids, we
had to rearrange things, so
we repurposed that space
for our younger kinder-
kids, and we moved our
middle-schoolers upstairs
to our community room. It
had a very institutional
feel to it.”

The $40,000 conversion
was largely funded by in-
dividual donors, Estes
said. Known to its mem-
bers as “The Loft,” the rec-
reation area includes gam-
ing tables for ping-pong,
billiards and Foosball. It
also has an arts corner
where kids can paint, and
for those interested in
practicing a different kind
of art, there are also guit-
ars and a piano. They are
expected to be accompa-
nied by an area for e-
sports soon.

Estes indicated that the
club currently serves be-
tween 20 and 30 middle
school students daily. She
hopes the new additions
to the club lead to a rise in
social skills, which she
said she feels have been
hampered by the pan-
demic and a device-cen-
tric society.

“Across the board with
kids, social skills and self-
regulation are the biggest
things that we’ve seen a

little bit of a regression in,”
Estes added. “I think it’s
from being isolated, as
well as the world we live
in. There’s so much con-
flict today. They’re like
sponges.”

Aaron Crosby, 14, an
eighth-grade student at
Thurston Middle School,
has had fun utilizing the
new facility, even if he
squandered a seven-ball
lead in a game of billiards
against his friend during
Thursday’s open-house
event. Most of the time, he
has adhered to a steady di-
et of ping-pong and video
games, taking on all com-
ers.

“My mom works in Ana-
heim, so she can’t pick me
up until later,” Aaron said.
“It’s perfect that I get to
come here and have fun
every day after school.”

Aaron added that he

joined the club last sum-
mer and has seen marked
improvement with the
renovations, especially
coming out of the pan-
demic.

“It means a lot [to] fi-
nally have a space where
we can play with our
friends after two or so
years of not being around
them at all,” Aaron said.
“It’s just nice.”

Deana Duffek, the
founder of Design With
Purpose, said the organi-
zation formed with a mis-
sion to provide healing en-
vironments for kids that
had been in the hospital.
The nonprofit has since
partnered with Children’s
Hospital of Orange County
and the Orange County
Department of Education
to bring well spaces to
middle and high schools
across the county.

“What we’re doing in
these well spaces is cre-
ating kind of a boho-type
zen vibe that gives the kids
a safe space to go and to
be,” Duffek said. “We’re
using trauma-informed
design techniques, as well
as the biophilic design ap-
proach, and giving them
all the tools that they need
to really learn how to self-
soothe and self-regulate.

“Some of those might be
three minutes of mindful
movement or breathwork
or different fidgets within
the space to help them
calm their central nervous
system.”

The well space is outfit-
ted with yoga mats and QR
codes that give the kids
and staff access to mindful
movement exercises. The
cushions and seats are ar-
ranged in a circle to help
facilitate discussions.

“You’re not going to a
place because you have an
issue,” Duffek said. “We’re
creating a space that en-
courages mindfulness and
mental health. What we’re
trying to do is normalize

mental health. Just like ev-
ery school has a cafeteria,
we’d like every school to
have a well space.”

Space dedicated to teen wellness debuts

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

CHLOE HAJALI plays guitar in the new well space room at the Boys & Girls Club of Laguna Beach on Thursday. Nonprofit group Design With Purpose
designed the space to foster socialization among the older kids in the program. Known as “The Loft,” the area includes a variety of gaming tables.

The Boys & Girls
Club of Laguna
Beach adds a new
area for its middle
school students.
BYANDREWTURNER

CHRIS HOLMES of the Boys & Girls Club plays a game with
a member of the club as part of the new well space room.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

and said she had one
parked in her garage as she
spoke to the Daily Pilot on
Thursday.

Lithium-ion batteries
power laptops, cellphones,
electric toothbrushes and a
long list of consumer de-
vices. Catastrophic failures
under normal use are gen-
erally uncommon.

“We want people to be
able to have them,” the fire
marshal said. “We just want
to make sure they do so
safely.”

It’s not entirely clear why,
but firefighters in New York
City have seen a dramatic
rise in e-bike related fires in
recent years. More than 200
such incidents resulting in
six deaths were recorded
there in 2022, as reported
by the Associated Press.

Huntington Beach Fire
officials don’t keep a tally of
fires caused by lithium-ion
batteries, but Van Mullema
was aware of three reported
in the city in 2022. Of those,
two involved e-bikes.

Van Mullema said she
and firefighters are closely
examining fires related to
the devices, especially as
they grow in use as a mode
of transportation.

She said most of the fire
risk associated with e-bikes
involves overcharging and
faulty or mismatched elec-

trical equipment. Explosive
malfunctions like the one
that wrecked the Hunting-
ton Beach apartment this
month are mostly avoid-
able.

“We have a lot more say
with residences and fixed
structures,” the fire marshal
said. “But when it comes to
consumer products, in-
cluding ones you’re going
to ride all over town, a lot is
going to depend on how an
individual uses them.”

Batteries that are
plugged in for too long gen-
erate heat that can damage
them over time, potentially
resulting in a leak between
cells. That’s why it’s impor-
tant to keep track of how
long e-bikes charge and
disconnect them from
power shortly after they’ve
been juiced up.

Van Mullema advised
placing e-bikes that are
charging in a garage or
somewhere that isn’t occu-
pied by people. If one has

to be in a living area, own-
ers should keep it away
from sources of heat, po-
tential fire hazards and any
place where it might block
an exit during an emer-
gency.

Any piece of equipment
that appears defective
should be replaced with the
same part provided by the
manufacturer, Van
Mullema said. And the
brand of e-bike people pur-
chase also makes a differ-
ence because not every
company subjects their
products to the same level
of quality testing. She ad-
vised people to look for
models that have been cer-
tified by Underwriters
Laboratories.

“That’s probably the best
way to make sure you’re
getting something that
should be safe to operate,”
Van Mullema said.

Continued from page A1
BATTERY

Courtesy of the
H.B. Police
Department

FIRE
investigators
believe the
battery of an
e-bike that had
been left
charging for
days exploded,
resulting
in a fire.

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas

fire, Honary, at the age of
12, created a network of
sensors with wireless
mesh networking to allow
for early detection of wild-
fires or leaks and won
awards for his concept. He
said in a recent interview
he wondered at the time
why humans were think-
ing about going to other
planets when they were on
this one, which needs care.

His project has since
evolved, and his next steps
are to create a permanent
test bed for his network
with the Irvine Ranch
Conservancy and the Or-
ange County Fire Author-
ity.

But first he headed to
Paris to present his project
and moderate a panel or-
ganized by UNESCO, the
United Nation’s cultural
agency, and the Learning
Planet Institute. The
Learning Planet Festival
brings together minds
from all disciplines to
share ideas to “take care of
oneself, others and the
planet.”

“Presenting at a UNES-
CO youth conference is a
prestigious opportunity,
and I couldn’t be more ex-
cited for Ryan,” said New-
port Harbor High School
principal Sean Boulton in
a statement.

Honary was invited to
participate in “The Future
of Artificial Intelligence-
Driven Environmental So-
lutions” panel, demon-
strating his project in ad-
dition to officially an-
nouncing the Climate So-
lutions Society on Friday
alongside fellow speaker
Ryan Ruien Zhang, the
founder of PEDS-AI, which
focuses on sustainable ag-
riculture and monitoring
epidemic disease.

“I was super excited be-
cause going to Paris to
present my network ... I
feel like a very important
person obviously because
I’m going to another coun-
try to speak about what
I’ve invented,” said
Honary, laughing as he
added he found out about
a month ago he’d be par-

ticipating.
Honary said he felt it

was his and other youth’s
responsibility to take care
of the environment.

“It’s been destroyed over
time, and as climate
change rises and our Earth
becomes more polluted,
so does the risk of wild-
fires,” he continued. “I feel
like it’s important to me to
act on wildfires and im-
portant to address envi-
ronmental solutions as a
whole. That’s also why I
created the Climate Solu-
tions Society to encourage
the youth to create solu-
tions.

“If we don’t, our planet’s
going to become unlivable
pretty soon.”

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

RYAN HONARY, a freshman at Newport Harbor, holds up
a fire detector inspired by the Camp fire in 2018.

Continued from page A1
PARIS

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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Thanks to Orange County’s
highest-ranked cancer center,
we can say,

Visit ucihealth.org/cancer or call 714-500-7891
to schedule a next-day consultation.

There’s no greater feeling than knowing you’ve chosen
the best place to help you beat cancer. At UCI Health, we
treat more patients with cancer and more complex cases
than any other hospital in the region. And with world-class
comprehensive cancer care within your reach, the words
“cancer-free” are even closer.

NCI
Designated

Comprehensive
Cancer Center

"We're in remission."



A4 SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023 DAILY PILOTS WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

forum

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

INVESTIGATIONS
Ex Law enforcement / PI # PI16832 /

Certified Fraud Examiner

Divorce, Financial, Fraud, Surveillance
and Undercover

(949) 637-7151Paul Blackford

pauleblackford@gmail.com

Sandra Manning
February 16, 1938 - December 28, 2022

Our beloved mother Sandra Manning, also known as Sassy
Luby, passed away at the age of 84. We are blessed to have
been able to care for her at our home in Inverness, CA where
she passed peacefully. Born in Peoria, Illinois, Sassy lived
in Orange County, CA, for most of her life as a successful
Real Estate Broker and socialite, starting her own Real Estate
Company in Costa Mesa in 1972 called ‘Southlanders’ with
her friend. Sassy lived a fabulous life on the Orange Coast
and was well-loved by her friends and family.
Sassy was preceded in death by her beloved daughters

Joleen Hart and Christina Fiori. Sassy is survived by her
children Janelle and Casey, her son-in-law Jim, and daughter-
in-law Jane, her grandchildren Sierra, Geo, Max, Alexandra,
Marco, Miles, andAlana, and her great-grandchildren LaVetta,
Joleen, and Isabella.
When asked by Judy Chamberlain of the Daily Pilot in 1990

how she got the name Sassy, she responded, “I earned it.”
Sassy’s ashes will be put out to sea at Crystal Cove, in

Corona Del Mar, as per her wishes.

James Woodward
October 5, 1951 - October 6, 2022

James (Chris) Woodward passed away peacefully at home,
surrounded by family. He was 71 years old.

Chris met his wife Jane at South Hills High School in
Covina. Chris served as his senior class ASB president, and
played football, basketball, and baseball. Chris and Jane were
married for 51 years, all of which spent in Newport Beach,
where they raised their two children.

After graduating from Pepperdine Law School in 1976,
he began his own successful law firm, where he acted as a
defense trial attorney.Always seeking justice, he often worked
pro bono. Later in his career, Chris became a mediator and
trial consultant. He was passionate about his work.

Chris will be remembered by his love of baseball and
running, for his devotion to Jane, as a loving father and
grandfather, and for his sweet tooth. He loved watching his
grandchildren play sports, was always ready for an adventure,
and made friends everywhere he went.

Chris is survived by his son Christopher, daughter Paige,
and grandchildren Sophia, Oliver, Matthew, and Norah. Chris
was preceded in death by his parents Guy and Bette, and
brother Woody. Always inseparable, Chris joined Jane one
month after her passing.

Jane Woodward
July 13, 1951 - September 6, 2022

Jane Woodward passed away peacefully, surrounded by
family. She was 71 years old.
Jane met her husband Chris at South Hills High School

in Covina, where she was Homecoming Queen and head
cheerleader. They were married for 51 years, all of which
spent in Newport Beach, where they raised their two children.
Jane was a natural mother and skilled homemaker. Jane
worked as an instructional assistant for 17 years at Corona
del Mar High School, supporting struggling students. She
enjoyed spending time with her children and grandchildren,
traveling to Maui and Big Sur, and gardening. She will be
remembered as a loving wife, mother, and grandmother, for
her needlework, and for her beautiful garden.
Jane is survived by her son Christopher, daughter Paige,

and grandchildren Sophia, Oliver, Matthew, and Norah. Jane
was preceded in death by her mother Joan, father James, and
brother James Alan. Always inseparable, Jane was joined by
Chris one month following her own passing.
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

A s 2022 drew
to a close
many people

were publicly ex-
pressing a sense of
weariness. Instead of
celebrating they
seemed to be simply re-
lieved that they made it
through the year. Whew,
maybe 2023 will be better.

Sure enough, as the first
month of the new year
draws to a close there are
some signs that things
have taken a turn. For the
worse.

To be sure, there are
many positive indicators.
Inflation appears to be
easing. COVID-19, though
still a serious public health
threat, no long dominates
our lives. Science contin-
ues to make mind-boggling
progress toward the devel-
opment of clean technolo-
gies and even, one day, a
cancer vaccine.

Plus, in a little more than
a month comes a new
season of “The Mandalo-
rian,” which means more
Baby Yoda. I just love that
little guy.

But this month has also
brought us more of the
same divisiveness, disinfor-

mation and danger-
ous nonsense that
caused so much
gloominess and
stressed-out nerves

last year.
Take the fighting over

schools, which continues
to escalate across the
country and throughout
Orange County.

To recap, for the past few
years school boards have
become unlikely battle-
grounds in our nation’s
increasingly vitriolic cul-
ture wars. Often incited by,
and sometimes even sup-
ported by, outside organi-
zations, some critics of
school policies and prac-
tices have turned once
staid board meetings into
attack zones.

There have been show-
downs over pandemic
measures such as masking
and school closures,
shouting matches and
overheated rhetoric aimed
at attempts to make cam-
puses more inclusive for
LGBTQ students, and con-
flict over the teaching of
any curriculum that critics
slap with the misunder-
stood Critical Race Theory
label.

This turn of events has
made life exceedingly diffi-
cult for those trying to run
our schools. Also for those
who are merely attempting
to teach. Indeed, the hostil-
ity increasingly directed at
educators has been identi-
fied as a contributing fac-
tor behind teacher shortag-
es in some communities.

If anyone thought that
the new year would bring
some relief to this trend,
they have now been shown
otherwise.

Consider the drama
playing out at Orange
Unified School District. A
few days into the new year,
the new conservative ma-
jority on the school board
abruptly fired the district’s
well-regarded superintend-
ent, Gunn Marie Hansen,
with no explanation after a
closed-door meeting. The
dismissal came despite
impassioned pleas from
many parents, teachers
and community members
to retain Hansen.

The controversial move
— similar to one taken by
Capistrano Unified’s board
shortly before Christmas —
reflected sharp divisions in
the community that con-

tinue to widen. As the vote
was being taken by the
Orange Unified board,
parents were already circu-
lating recall petitions.

So no, the animosity isn’t
abating.

More worrisome news
came to us this month

from government data
showing that the U.S. vac-
cination rate for kinder-
gartners dropped again last
year. This is the rate for the
standard roster of vaccines
required by public schools,
such as those that prevent
polio, measles and hepati-

tis B.
Before the pandemic, the

rate for these childhood
vaccines typically held at
about 94 percent to 95
percent nationwide. In the
2020-21 school year, it

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Things are looking about the same in 2023

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

THE RATE OF childhood vaccines dropped below 94% in 2021, and authorities blame the
pandemic, when parents were concerned about bringing children in for doctor’s visits.

See Apodaca, page A5

The residents of Hunting-
ton Beach, like millions of
people worldwide, suffered
greatly during the COVID-19
pandemic. We lost many
lives and livelihoods. How-
ever, one rare bright spot
brought about by the pan-
demic was the partial clo-
sure of Main Street in
downtown Huntington

Beach.
While attempting to assist

our downtown businesses,
the City Council offered a
lifeline, and surprisingly,
our community learned a
valuable lesson about how
to create desirable public
space.

Before the pandemic,
there had been many dis-

cussions about the state of
downtown, and the numer-
ous challenges associated
with simultaneously serving
the needs of residents,
tourists and businesses.
Among the concerns were
public safety, numerous
vacant storefronts, vehicle
noise and pollution and a
fading sense of a once dis-
tinct downtown identity.

Simply closing off sec-
tions of Main Street to ve-
hicular traffic and allowing
businesses to extend into
the public right-of-way
elevated this area from what
felt like a glorified strip mall
to a vibrant public space. In
effect, Main Street was
transformed from a space
one passed through to a
new public plaza where
people could meet, pedes-
trians could stroll and resi-
dents could casually linger.

From the wreckage of
COVID-19 emerged a new
heartbeat in downtown,
and locals took notice!

So when our new City
Council sought to end
expanded outdoor dining
and retail downtown, Hunt-
ington Beach residents
responded with collective
exasperation. Dozens of
supplemental emails rolled
in, and public commenters
both praised the pedestri-
anized Main Street and
pleaded to maintain the
second block closure. Oth-
ers sought to have the clo-
sure of the third block rein-
stated, and still, others
questioned why Main Street
wasn’t completely vehicle-
free. Perhaps most remarka-
ble was the wide variety of
residents who supported
the idea of Main Street as a
permanent pedestrian
plaza. From 20-somethings
to those who had lived in
H.B. for decades, the major-
ity opinion was clear: let
Main Street breathe; keep
Main Street vehicle-free!

Unfortunately, the new
Huntington Beach City
Council saw things differ-
ently and voted to end this
vastly successful and popu-
lar venture downtown. Like
so many of my fellow resi-
dents, I believe downtown
Huntington Beach is at its
best when we act to pri-
oritize people. It is hard to
see how rescinding this
revitalizing initiative is
anything other than incred-
ibly shortsighted and a
tremendous step backward.
The only thing more disap-
pointing than being forced
to dodge cars on Main
Street again is seeing our
newly elected public serv-
ants ignore the will of con-
stituents and then offer up
ham-handed fact-free ra-
tionalizations for doing so.

Steve Shepherd
Huntington Beach

MAILBAG

Huntington Beach's Main Street
should be allowed to breathe



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT SUNDAY, JANUARY 29, 2023 A5

The Westminster Tet pa-
rade has been held in the
city for nearly 20 years,
and on Jan. 22 the parade
marched on, in spite of a
tragic shooting in Mon-
terey Park on the eve of
Lunar New Year.

“There was an atrocity
that happened in Mon-
terey Park, and our city,
our police force and our
school district decided to
move forward because we
are united and strong in
that way,” said David M.
Johnson, Westminster
School District Board of
Trustees president.

Tet Nguyen Dan, or Tet
for short, celebrates the
arrival of spring and a new
year for the Vietnamese
community. Westminster

is home to Little Saigon,
the unofficial Vietnamese
capital of the United
States. Westminster and
surrounding cities contain
the largest community of
Vietnamese descendants
outside of Vietnam.

The Westminster Tet pa-
rade is the largest event
held in the city, and each
year, Vietnamese around
the world tune in to watch
the event broadcast by lo-
cal TV stations. Approxi-
mately 60 entries partici-
pated in this year’s parade
that took place on Bolsa
Avenue, beginning on
Magnolia Street and head-
ing eastbound on Bushard
Street.

“Our school district par-
ticipates in the parade an-
nually,” said Johnson. “We
also have our own parades

and festivals at each of our
17 schools.

“The Lunar New Year is
a big deal to us because
we live in the center of Lit-
tle Saigon.”

The 2021 census re-
ported nearly 40% of
Westminster’s population
is Vietnamese, and John-
son estimated more than
100 families within the
Westminster School Dis-
trict participated in the
event.

“It was not just our Viet-
namese American fam-
ilies,” Johnson said. “It
was people of all ethnicity
that live in our school dis-
trict who wanted to par-
ticipate and celebrate.”

Many families living in
Westminster were forced
to flee their country as a
result of the communist

takeover at the end of the
Vietnam War, and their
culture has shaped the
community and the
schools.

“We were the first
school district in Califor-
nia that implemented du-
al-immersion language
[instruction] of both Eng-
lish and Vietnamese,” said
Johnson.

The Vietnamese Lunar
calendar celebrates the
Year of the Cat, rather
than the rabbit, and de-
pictions of felines were
prevalent at the event,
along with traditional lion
dances.

The opening ceremony
began with a performance
of the National Anthem of
the Republic of Vietnam
and the National Anthem
of the United States of

America performed by the
La Quinta High School
marching band. Firecrack-
ers were also lit, a tradi-
tion meant to ward off evil
spirits in the new year,
and continued throughout
the day as surrounding Vi-
etnamese-owned busi-
nesses also set them off.

The parade featured
floats, marching bands,
color guards, veterans and
youth organizations, mar-
tial arts and local elected
officials.

Lunar New Year contin-
ues through the week, and
Johnson said the school
district will be part of
other events happening in
the county, including
UVSA Tet Festival at the
Orange County fair-
grounds in Costa Mesa,
where Westminster stu-

dents will perform on Jan.
29.

“Demille Elementary
School will be showcased
at the Tet Festival,” said
Johnson. “We will be dem-
onstrating what we are do-
ing with our dual-lan-
guage program.”

Students will also per-
form traditional Viet-
namese dances at the
three-day event.

Johnson said celebra-
tions like the Tet parade
and the upcoming festival
are important for West-
minster students and the
city as a whole.

“It is important for them
to keep their culture and
their identity,” he said.

‘We are
united

and
strong’

Photos by James Carbone

THE DRAGON dance symbolizing “power and nobility” starts the 2023 Westminster Tet Parade along Bolsa Avenue on Jan.
22. Community members commemorated the parade to victims of the mass shooting in Monterey Park.

One day after the mass shooting in
Monterey Park, the Westminster School
District and Little Saigon community came
together to celebrate the Lunar New Year
with the 2023 Westminster Tet Parade.
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

YOUTHS CARRY colored fans while marching down Bolsa Avenue during the 2023
Westminster Tet Parade. It is the largest event held in the city.

PEOPLE OF all ages watch the 2023 Westminster Tet Parade on Jan. 22. About 60 entries
participated in this year’s parade, which featured martial arts, floats and marching bands.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

dropped below 94 percent,
and now we know that last
year it declined again, to 93
percent.

That might not seem like
much of a difference, but
every percentage point loss
in vaccination rates weak-
ens our ability to contain
the spread of terrible dis-
eases.

A closer look at the data
reveals sharp differences in

vaccination rates from
district to district, and
school to school. Indeed,
some campuses in Orange
County have rates at levels
considered unsafe and
vulnerable to outbreak.

Authorities have cited
the pandemic as a key
reason for the declining
childhood vaccination
rates, as families fell be-
hind with medical check-
ups during the past few
years. The conspiracy
theories regarding
COVID-19 immunizations

may have also fueled great-
er skepticism over vaccines
generally.

Before the start of the
current school year, more
than one in eight Cali-
fornia students age 4 to 6
did not have the full slate
of vaccinations required by
the state. In Orange
County, some parents
reportedly submitted
homeopathic “vaccine
records” to schools as
proof of vaccination, al-
though such treatments
don’t meet the state’s

standards.
Will this year see vacci-

nation rates rebound? I
certainly hope so. But the
forces behind the disinfor-
mation regarding the safe-
ty and efficacy of vaccines
remain strong, vocal and
adept at utilizing the me-
dia to promote their
agenda. Public health
officials and school admin-
istrators aren’t likely to get
a much needed respite in
the coming months.

I hate to start off the year
in such a depressive state

of mind. But if the recent
hysteria over gas ranges is
any indication, there’s
good reason to be con-
cerned that even the small-
est issue can turn into a
giant controversy. It’s
telling that some among us
are so easily triggered they
actually fear that govern-
ment agents are going to
confiscate their household
appliances.

I would suggest that we
all need to calm down, stop
shouting, start listening
and look for ways to heal

the divisiveness and dis-
trust that permeates our
society. But that would
probably feel like trying to
reason with an atmos-
pheric river.

Welcome to 2023. The
deluge still threatens to
submerge us.

Continued from page A4
APODACA

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.

Go inside the halls
of power.

Get the latest in politics from Sacramento to D.C.

Sign up for the
Essential Politics newsletter at
latimes.com/essentialpolitics
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Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE
In accordance with the provisions of State law, there being due and unpaid charges for which
the undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods hereinafter
described and stored at the Life Storage location(s) listed below:
LS #514, 8041 Edinger Ave, Westminster, CA 92683, 714-841-4119
Cristina Deloye Hsld gds/Furn
Jessa Fake Hsld gds/Furn
Casimir Zulkowski Hsld gds/Furn
Han Nguyen Hsld gds/Furn
Jesse Sarrazin-Cliff Hsld gds/Furn
Howard Halpern Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Jay Guynes Hsld gds/Furn
Deborah Van Moorsel Hsld gds/Furn
Michael Tran Hsld gds/Furn
Sterling Joseph Hsld gds/Furn
Natalie Danner Hsld gds/Furn
Jay Jay Suwarti Hsld gds/Furn
Ario Fiame Hsld gds/Furn
Antonio Ray Casey Hsld gds/Furn
Gabriel Esquer Hsld gds/Furn
Maria Munive Hsld gds/Furn
Eleesia Cisneros Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces, Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Carmalita Mitchell Hsld gds/Furn
Lucio Gomez Hsld gds/Furn
Megan Kate Fowler Hsld gds/Furn
Michelle Maxwell Hsld gds/Furn
Cherine Guirguis Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Giang Vo Hsld gds/Furn
Bryan Barney Hsld gds/Furn
Reginald Heard Hsld gds/Furn
Kimberly Vazques Hsld gds/Furn
Kristina An Lentz Hsld gds/Furn
Heidi Lloyd Hsld gds/Furn
Aaron Sunil Hsld gds/Furn
Ryan Hancock Hsld gds/Furn
Mckenzie Peterson Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Dawn Gnatowski Hsld gds/Furn
Jasmine Arthur Hsld gds/Furn
Deborah Middleton Hsld gds/Furn
LS #527, 3190 Pullman St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714-979-4100
Bryan Basco Hsld gds/Furn
Shana Sterkenburg Hsld gds/Furn
Neone Ciuciu Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Ellie Day Hsld gds/Furn
Fred Luke Hsld gds/Furn
Candace Dozer Hsld gds/Furn
Jacqueline McHale Hsld gds/Furn
Diane Hussey Hsld gds/Furn
Kendra Chandler Hsld gds/Furn,Off Furn/Mach/Equip, TV/Stereo Equip
Quinn Stirdivnt Hsld gds/Furn
LS #529, 10025Muirlands Blvd, Irvine, CA 92618, 949-768-8051
Edgar de Gracia Hsld gds/Furn
LS #536, 24781 Clinton Keith Rd. Wildomar, CA 92595, 951-304-3700
Lauren Colyott Hsld gds/Furn,Office Furn/Mach/Equip, TV/Stereo Equip,

Tools/Applnces
Brian Valdes Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces
John Brown Hsld gds/Furn
Anthony Ramon Marquez Hsld gds/Furn
Andrew Hernandez Hsld gds/Furn
Michael Kuhlmeyer Hsld gds/Furn
Joana Chavez Hsld gds/Furn
Michael Kuhlmeyer Hsld gds/Furn
Erin Cain Hsld gds/Furn
Robin Scott Hsld gds/Furn
Oscar Corvera Hsld gds/Furn
Carlton Hart Hsld gds/Furn
Melissa Cardwell Office Furn/Mach/Equip
LS #605, 17392Murphy Ave, Irvine, CA 92614, 949-222-0270
Floyd Reeves Hsld gds/furn
Floyd Reeves Hsld gds/furn
Bahram Zemoudeh Hsld gds/furn
Sammuel Snell Hsld gds/furn
Jeffery Allen Yothers Hsld gds/furn
LS #670, 240 Hidden Valley Parkway Norco, CA 92860, 951-808-9400
Abi Archila Hsld gds/Furn
Jonathan Castro Hsld gds/Furn
Candice Struck Hsld gds/Furn
Wanda D Brown Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Applnces
ChadWWade Hsld gds/Furn
Richard T Hess Hsld gds/Furn
Rocky Mitchell Hsld gds/Furn
LS #961, 4 Orion, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, 949-484-7535
Muir Fran Hsld gds/Furn
Patricia Yancey Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Keyboard
Zac Parker Hsld gds/Furn
Susan Kotschedoff Hsld gds/Furn
Maryann Lacey Gutierrez Hsld gds/Furn
Maria Gonzales Clothing,shoes,books,household misc items, all in boxes, etc.
Darren Russell Clothes,Shoes,etc.
LS #1120 999 E. Mission Rd, SanMarcos, CA 92069, 760-539-3180
Marianita Howard Hsld gds/Furn
Jess Eastwood Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces, Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Jess Eastwood Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces, Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Louis Enrique Enriquez Hsld gds/Furn
Ronald Luth Hsld gds/Furn
Lavonne Haun Hsld gds/Furn
Keith Howell Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1121, 11215 Indiana Ave, Riverside, CA 92503, 951-848-3835
Jeanette I Johnson Hsld gds/Furn
Irma Garcia Hsld gds/Furn
Ana Lourdes Paiz Borjas Hsld gds/Furn
Gerard A Soto Hsld gds/Furn
John Isrel Hsld gds/Furn
Monica E Moreno Cuellar Hsld gds/Furn
Ronald Elpick Hsld gds/Furn
Maria J Hutchingson Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1123, 25093 Bay Ave, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, 951-567-7156
Jazzmen Cooley Hsld gds/Furn
Nick Harvey Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Daniel Ramos Hsld gds/Furn
Daisy Martin Hsld gds/Furn
Rhianon Miera Hsld gds/Furn
Cristina Cozart Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Dominique Turner Hsld gds/Furn
Tomifa Paea Hsld gds/Furn
Severtria Shallowhorn Hsld gds/Furn
Derek Galloway Hsld gds/Furn
Collen Little Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1125, 34190 Camino Capistrano, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624, 949-245-7577
Cristal A Mendoza Hsld gds/ Furn
Miguel Perez Hsld gds/ Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Andrew Lord Hsld gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Gayle R Grenier Hsld gds/Furn
LS #1159, 6742Westminster Blvd, Westminster, CA 92683, 657-272-7071
Thien An Nguyen Hsld gds/Furn
Hiroshi Sanchez Hsld gds/Furn
Tamara B Popovich Hsld gds/Furn
Tamara B Popovich Hsld gds/Furn
Cindy Gomez Hsld gds/Furn
Tania Fuentes Hsld gds/Furn
Anna Kryzhanovsky Hsld gds/Furn
LS #8586, 4511 Riviera Shores St., San Diego, CA 92154, (619)-626-2130
Alejandro Moreno Painting Supplies
Alexis Abarca Hsld gds/Furn
Joanna Ajahnay Lewis Hsld gds/Furn
Siria Perez Hsld gds/Furn
Ricardo Rosas Hsld gds/Furn
Kevin Garcia Cossio Hsld gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Cris Hanson Pallets
Anapaola Gonzalez Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
And, due notice having been given, to the owner of said property and all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the time specified in such notice for payment of such having expired, the
goods will be sold to the highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a public auction to be held
online at www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on Thursday, February 23, 2023 at 10:00am
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Aside from providing
trainers with life and career
skills, she said, the program
lets participants experience
the feeling of doing some-
thing good for another.

“They’re taking a dog
that knows nothing, then
they teach it a list of 20-
plus commands,” she ex-
plained Thursday. “The dog
does it because it loves
them (and they’re getting
treats) and because a kid is
being kind to them.”

Juvenile Hall director
Sanford Rose attended the
Jan. 17 graduation and said
trainers were full of emo-
tions as they handed off
their four-legged charges to
their new families.

“It’s just an amazing pro-
gram,” he said. “It really is
teaching these young men
and women responsibility.”

After a two-week crash
course on canine care and

behavior, the trainers guide
dogs through eight to 10
weeks of weekly training
sessions. Each trainee will
have three of four caretak-
ers, so it doesn’t become
too attached to one indi-
vidual.

Aside from teaching ba-
sic commands — sit, stay,
heel — the sessions teach
trainers to use positive re-
inforcement to mitigate
bad behavior and read
body language to deter-
mine the animals’ needs.

The experience is educa-
tional and could potentially
set trainers on a path
toward a career in training
or animal handling. But it
also exposes participants to
some larger, perhaps less
tangible, benefits, accord-
ing to Rose.

“A lot of times these teen-
agers we have, they have
never been shown uncon-
ditional love and accept-
ance and have probably
never given unconditional
love,” he said. “And with the

dogs, it just happens as
part of the process.

“They’re learning when
they put forth a positive ef-
fort, they can change
something.”

For as much as Cell Dogs
has meant to the hundreds

of trainers who’ve helped
care for more than 400 ca-
nines in a 15-year period,
its efforts have made an
equal impact on the fam-
ilies who take in dogs that
may have otherwise faced
an uncertain destiny.

Some graduates contin-
ue training and become
service dogs. In other cases,
graduates end up in the
homes of the corrections
officers who supervise the

program. Out of 64 canines
trained at the facility in Or-
ange, 13 have so far gone to
employees. Polly, a Novia
Scotia Duck Tolling Re-
triever mix and Jan. 17 grad,
went home with a proba-
tion staff member who at-
tended the ceremony.

Rocky, a French bulldog-
Cocker spaniel-poodle mix,
was adopted by a couple
from Redondo Beach.

Wiggles, a miniature

Doberman Pinscher mix
rescued from a hoarding
situation in Arizona, was
taken in by Mary and John
O’Connor. The San Diego
couple adopted a lab-mix
named Frosty from Cell
Dogs in 2009 and had her
for several years before she
passed.

When they were consid-
ering another pet, Cell
Dogs was an appealing op-
tion because of its mission
and because families meet
potential adoptees before
completing the program
and are carefully matched
so there are no surprises
down the road.

“When I saw Wiggles, I
was like, ‘Right there, that’s
the dog,’” said Mary
O’Connor, who attended
the juvenile hall gradua-
tion.

The ceremony was emo-
tional, as families affixed
new leashes to collars and
trainers, in the unclipping
of their own leashes,
learned part of love is let-
ting go.

One youth gave the
O’Connors his T-shirt, so
Wiggles would have a fa-
miliar scent in her new en-
vironment. She cuddled up
on it the whole ride home.

“You’re not only saving a
dog, but you’re helping to
save the inmates who
trained them,” Mary
O’Connor said. “You’re giv-
ing them a second chance.”

Continued from page A1
LESSONS

Courtesy of Cell Dogs

CELL DOGS pairs shelter dogs with inmates, who train them for adoption.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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NO FAKE
PRICE ADS

$$1,6991,699
ACROSS
1 Energy
4 Febreze targets
9 Moreover
13 Baker's need
15 Ike's love
16 Vittles
17 At __; relaxed
18 Actress
Verdugo
19 Chimney
channel
20 Dark songbirds
22 Troubles
23 On one's __;
alert
24 Lincoln or Ford
26 Humble;
unassuming
29 Child's chum
34 Uneven
35 Feel about
blindly
36 1 and 2 and 3
and 4
37 Lie alongside
38 Wonderland
visitor
39 Hair coloring
40 Poet's
contraction
41 Like an afghan
hound's coat
42 Inaccurate
43 Church toppers
45 Sheen
46 Word with
Buren or Gogh
47 Has to
48 Entreaty
51 Hugeness
56 Highway
57 "__ My Way";
film for Bing
58 Requirement
60 Monster
61 Massive crowd
62 Equipment
63 Unite metals by
heating
64 Lock of hair
65 Introverted

DOWN

1 "The Tell-Tale
Heart" author
2 Per—n &
Longoria
3 Nuisance
4 Egg dish
5 Pricey
surrealistic
paintings
6 Foreboding sign

7 Piece of jewelry
8 Ocean resort
artwork
9 Swear to
10 Lounge about
11 Aretha's music
12 Some of Keats'
works
14 Least messy
21 Jack's love in

"Titanic"
25 Thumbs-up
vote
26 Vegan no-nos
27 Encircle
28 Throw water
on
29 Is nosy
30 Door securer
31 Like Pisa's tower
32 Uptight
33 Go into
35 Joyfulness
38 From dusk to
dawn
39 Sampling
41 Swirling bath
42 Complain
childishly
44 Didn't get
caught by
45 Forward
thrusts
47 Fixes
48 Ship's bow
49 Theater box
50 Pres. Carter's
middle name
52 Secure a boat
53 Marshy ground
54 Golfing items
55 Slangy reply
59 As __ as a bone

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

There are many ways to
celebrate Lunar New Year.
The holiday is observed
within multiple Asian and
Pacific Islander cultures,
each bringing their own
traditions to the annual
event.

“We light firecrackers
when the New Year
comes,” said Anaheim
resident, Stephen Tran.
“We go to the temple, we
dance and sing and enjoy
lots of traditional food.”

Tran was among the
guests at Disney California
Adventure Park on Jan. 20
for the opening day of the
park’s Lunar New Year
celebration, running
through Feb. 15.

Tran visited the Lucky
Wishes Wall in Paradise
Gardens, where guests are
invited to write their
hopes for health and hap-
piness on a small, red,
Mickey Mouse-shaped
piece of paper to add to
the streamers of wishes.

“We make a wish,” said
Tran. “It is a tradition that
we have to do every year.”

The wishes are anony-
mous, and many are silly,
like a YouTuber wishing
for more followers to their
channel. Others are more
personal, like a wish to get
pregnant in the new year.

The Lunar New Year
celebration at California
Adventure has many tradi-
tions parkgoers can par-
ticipate, however they
choose to celebrate.

The Vietnamese Lunar
calendar marks 2023 as
the year of the cat, while
the Chinese calendar
celebrates the year of the
rabbit. Both animals can
be found in Lunar New
Year decor throughout the
park, along with bamboo,
paper lanterns and lucky
red envelopes.

Mulan’s Lunar New Year
Procession features Mulan

and her sidekick dragon,
Mushu, as they march
through Pixar Pier to Hol-
lywood Land each after-
noon and evening. The
Procession features a
Chinese dragon puppet,
costumed warriors, drum-
mers and dancers.

A collection of Asian-
inspired dishes returns to
the Festival Marketplace
too.

“Disney California Ad-
venture Park features six
marketplaces, including
two new ones — Bamboo
Blessings and Wrapped
with Love,” wrote Nicole
Cantore, a digital integra-
tion specialist for Disney
Global Food & Beverage,
on the Disney Parks Blog.

The menu features fla-
vors from Chinese, Korean
and Vietnamese cultures,
like pork and shrimp won-
tons served with a black
garlic sauce and char siu
BBQ pork bao served with
pickled red onions and
jalapeño. Other offerings
blend Southern California
flavors with traditional
Asian cuisine, like the
quesabirria egg roll with
guajillo pepper consommé
or the gochujang elote,
which adds the spicy red
chili paste found in Kore-
an cooking to the popular
Mexican street corn
served with cotija cheese.

Local breweries are also
spotlighted, with featured
brews. Gingerine, a ginger
wheat ale with tangerine
from Placentia’s Stereo
Brewing Co., is available
along with a green tea rice
lager from Anaheim’s
Brewery X and Lunar New
Year citrus IPA from Four
Sons Brewing in Hunting-
ton Beach.

Sip and Savor passes are
available for purchase,
with six coupons that can
be redeemed for food and
nonalcoholic drinks at
participating market-
places and dining loca-

tions within the park.
“From sweet indul-

gences to savory snacks,
there’s something for ev-
eryone to enjoy,” wrote
Cantore. “All the Lunar
New Year items will help
you and your stomach
start off the new year on a
happy (and full) note.”

Live musical perform-
ances can be found
throughout the park, in-
cluding Melody of China
at the Paradise Garden
Bandstand and Korean
American a cappella
group Vocal Seoul at the
Sonoma Terrace. Besides
singing popular K-Pop
songs from BTS, the latter
group has been known to
include a 4*TOWN song
from “Turning Red” in
their set list.

Nights at California
Adventure usually end
with a performance of
“World of Color,” the wa-
ter fountain show that
features LED lights and
high-definition projec-
tions on mist screens. For
Lunar New Year a special
preshow has been added
to the nightly tradition.
Hurry Home Lunar New
Year Celebration features a
score from the Academy
Award-winning Tan Dun,
originally created for the
opening ceremony of
Shanghai Disney Resort.
The story follows Little
Lantern’s journey home
for New Year’s Day and
also includes Mulan and
Mushu.

Whether park guests are
celebrating the year of the

cat, the year of the rabbit
or just looking for a tasty
dumpling, they will have
lots of luck at California
Adventure’s Lunar New

Year celebration.

Visitors make Lunar New Year wishes
at Disney California Adventure Park

Photos by Sarah Mosqueda

STEPHEN TRANmakes a wish at the Lucky Wishes Wall at Paradise Gardens Park at Disney California Adventure.

MUSHROOMDUMPLINGS and bok choy are served in
California Adventure’s Festival Marketplace.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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San Diego Fwy (405) at Bristol St., Costa Mesa 800.782.8888 southcoastplaza.com
@SouthCoastPlaza #SCPx55

Visit Gentle Monster’s new flagship store at South Coast Plaza. The boutique,
themed “The Evolution,” presents a unique and surreal environment adorned with kinetic
structures and art sculptures, and features the brand’s most sought-after eyewear designs.

NOW OPEN
LEVEL 2, DIN TAI FUNG WING

213.935.8114 EXT 4

was the best situation I
could be in for how sick I
was.”

Friends and family have
watched her change into
the “Platelet Princess,” or
TPP for short, a fun nick-
name that she created with
friends as she has shared
every step of her journey
on an Instagram page.

Her platelet count when
she entered NYC’s Mount
Sinai hospital was about
3,000; the normal range is
150,000 to 450,000. She was
in the intensive care unit
for five days before trans-
ferring to a long-term
room.

Kenerson was holed up
there for more than a
month after her Nov. 8
diagnosis. The room grew
to resemble her apartment,
with a Christmas tree and a
TV console that featured
both a snack drawer and
game drawer.

She watched the World
Cup with family and
friends. During one match,
her older sister Paige made
a “Platelet Pub” in the
room, complete with snack
mix and Arnold Palmers to
drink.

“She really made it her
own space,” said Brooke’s
best friend, Izzy Deckey, a
2018 Sage Hill School grad-
uate who has been close
with her since they were
fifth-graders at Harbor Day
School. “All of the nurses
were in awe. In general, she
just took this whole experi-
ence and was like, ‘I’m
making this something I
can tackle.’ She took this
terrible time and made it
something enjoyable.”

Kenerson went to Duke
University and Deckey
attended Brown University,
each graduating last
spring. They moved to New
York and somehow got
apartments across the
street from each other in
the Nolita neighborhood of
Lower Manhattan.

That weekend in early
November was supposed
to be a joyful one, with
Deckey running the New
York City Marathon — her
first full marathon — on

Sunday. Christina Daven-
port, another CdM gradu-
ate who lives in the city,
was also there to cheer her
on, and former Sea King
Raleigh Garner flew in
from Denver.

Kenerson wasn’t feeling
well but she still showed up
on race day, despite testing
positive for strep throat the
day before. She also had
bleeding gums, which she
now knows is a common
symptom of leukemia.

“Looking back at it, I
cannot believe she ran
around Manhattan for me
to cheer me on while all of
this was happening,”
Deckey said.

But when her condition
wasn’t better by the follow-
ing Monday, Kenerson
went to urgent care. The
doctor there told her she
needed to go to the emer-
gency room immediately.
She was unable to speak

due to her throat condi-
tion, but Deckey was there
by her side, despite being
immunosuppressed follow-
ing the marathon.

Kenerson was trans-
ferred from Mount Sinai’s
downtown location to the
main location on the upper
east side of Manhattan.
Another Newport friend
who went to Duke, Brooke
Neushul, went with her.

The next day brought a
bone marrow biopsy, and
the news that Brooke had
acute promyelocytic leu-
kemia. Her aunt, Jennifer
Kenerson, had flown in to
be by her side. Deckey, a
pre-med student whose
father is a doctor, was able
to communicate informa-
tion to Kenerson’s family.

“Honestly, it was kind of
a relief in some ways,”
Brooke Kenerson said.
“There’s so many different
kinds of leukemia, and I

was prepared for the worst
kind. It was great news.”

A couple of days later,
Kenerson’s mother, Marcy
and aunt, Cindy Walters,
who lives in Newport
Coast, also flew to New
York.

The weeks around
Thanksgiving would bring
oldest sister Paige, 24, and
her boyfriend from the Bay
Area, as well as Kenerson’s
father, Whit. Kenerson also
has a younger sister, Reece,
who attends Cal Poly San
Luis Obispo; all three
played on the CdM girls’
tennis team.

Whit Kenerson, who
coaches tennis at Sage Hill,
was getting ready for the
Lightning girls’ CIF playoff
semifinal match against
rival St. Margaret’s when he
heard his middle daugh-
ter’s diagnosis.

“All I heard was, ‘leu-
kemia,’” he said. “Of

course, as a dad, I assumed
the worst. It was good to
have tennis as a fallback,
because I would have
freaked out.”

Indeed, the Platelet
Princess has stayed maybe
the calmest person
throughout this process.
Others have helped in their
own ways. Another New-
port Beach friend, Cole
Friedman, designed sweat-
shirts to support Kenerson
and benefit the Leukemia
& Lymphoma Society.

The hoodie reads,
“Tough times don’t last,
tough cookies do.” Another
of Kenerson’s nicknames is
“Brookie Cookie.”

Friends and family, in-
cluding Kenerson’s room-
mates, twins Claire and
Nora Woodruff, have also
committed to run or walk
the New York City Half-
Marathon in March in
honor of Kenerson. Team
“The Tough Cookies” has
already raised more than
$15,000 for the LLS cause.

“It was supposed to be a
surprise, but now I know
about it,” Brooke Kenerson
said with a smile. “So far,
the fundraising has been
going awesome. A lot of my
close friends, I think their
network now follows my
story. The amount of peo-
ple that I don’t know who
have reached out or or-
dered hoodies is amazing.”

Kenerson is doing well.
She restarted remote work
with her Amazon Web
Services job a couple of
weeks ago. She flies back to
the East Coast on Tuesday,
and plans to continue her

chemotherapy — which
also includes four pills that
she takes twice a day — at
Mount Sinai in New York.

City of Hope Newport
Beach nurse manager
Kerry O'Neil has enjoyed
interacting with Kenerson,
as she visited every week-
day for nearly a month for
this round of her outpa-
tient treatment.

“We love seeing her
come in every morning,
because she’s just always
smiling,” O'Neil said. “She’s
really just been a pleasure
to have. Some people
would not be able to han-
dle it, but she’s brought her
fighting spirit with her.”

She hopes to do outpa-
tient treatment at the
Chelsea branch, which is
much closer to her apart-
ment. The arsenic is four
weeks on, four weeks off,
and four rounds would be
complete by July if that
remains on schedule.

Next month she turns 23.
It’s her golden birthday, as
it falls on Feb. 23.

Golden is how Brooke
Kenerson continues to feel.

“I genuinely feel like the
luckiest person ever be-
cause of the friends I have
and my family,” she said,
starting to tear up. “When
915 people follow you on
Instagram and comment
on your pictures, text you
on the side and call you
and visit you in the hospi-
tal … I didn’t know that
many people cared about
me.”

Continued from page A1
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Courtesy of Brooke Kenerson

BROOKE KENERSON decorated her hospital room at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York,
making it her own. Kenerson was diagnosed with acute promyelocytic leukemia last fall.
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KENERSON, shown in 2017, was a standout doubles player
for the Corona del Mar High girls' tennis team.
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