Clay Elementary School Name Change

Tuesday, March 12, 2024



How We Got Here

Clay Elementary Whole Site Modernization
approaching

Community members submitted a name change
proposal to the district on May 16, 2023

The proposal consisted of a powerpoint presentation
and a petition with over 1,000 signatures

The proposal made the following points:
. Henry Clay owned 122 slaves

Not Ok With Clay - Change the name of Henry Clay
Elementary and Clay Park in San Diego

. Clay Elementary founded in the midst of the Civil Rights Movement
. Clay Elementary impacted by redlining and restrictive covenants

. School names should reflect our values and be inspirational
. Renaming Clay Elementary will be a restorative choice

The proposal suggested four names and included the
biographies of: Octavia Butler, Amanda Gorman, Bell
Hooks, Dr. Bertha Pendleton




Process

Community proposal was submitted to School
Names Committee

School Names Committee endorsed a name
change and launched a community input process
to identify a new name

Original proposers kept apprised of committee
discussions and decisions

Initial survey issued to Clay Elementary students
and families soliciting names suggestions

Committee reviewed and discussed submissions

Clay Elementary naming input

As you are aware, there has been community dialogue regarding a potential name change for our school. A
proposal will be brought before the San Diego Unified School District School Names Committee. Should the
SDUSD 'Names Committee’ choose to change the name of our school, it is important that our school
community has an opportunity to offer name suggestions. Please complete the survey below if you would like
to suggest a potential new name. Suggested names will be shared with the committee. If the committee
chooses to recommend a name change, the committee will then narrow down the list of names, at which time
the community will have another chance to offer input.

Per board policy the requirements for a school name must include one of the following criteria:

1. Individuals and entities that have made i i including financial ions, to the
school community.

21 who have mad statewide, national or worldwide significance.

3.The geographic area (natural features) in which the school or building is located

Email *

Student name(s) and grade level *

Short answer text

Please list any suggested names. *

Long answer text

Please provide rationale for your name suggestion and/or a brief bio or description if your
suggested name is after a person

Long answer text




Final Survey Rt

Committee narrowed list of names to five, developed biographies, and discussed “Elementary School” or
“Leadership Academy”

Committee endorsed community suggestion: “Leadership Academy” and issued final community survey

Final survey options:

bell hooks Leadership Academy

Charlotte Dupuy Leadership Academy

Dr. Bertha Pendleton Leadership Academy
James Baldwin Leadership Academy
Rolling Hills Leadership Academy

Survey outcome: 106 responses

James Baldwin Leadership Academy: 3 votes (2.8%)
Charlotte Dupuy Leadership Academy: 9 votes (8.5%)
Rolling Hills Leadership Academy: 55 votes (51.9%)

Dr. Bertha Pendleton Leadership Academy: 12 votes (11.3%)
Bell Hooks Leadership Academy: 21 votes (19.8%)

Others: 6 votes (5.4%)

106 responses

James Baldwin Leadership Aca...
Charlotte Dupuy Leadership Ac...
Rolling Hills Leadership Academy
Dr. Bertha Pendleton Leadershi...
bell hooks Leadership Academy
Clay leadership Academy

Clay leadership academy

No leadership Academy in the...
Ellen Ochoa Leadership Acade...
bell hooks elementary school
Autumn Peltier Leadership Aca...
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Committee Deliberation

School Names Committee met on January 29 and February 9 to review results

Committee supported the results of the community survey: Rolling Hills

There was significant discussion about “Leadership Academy” instead of “Elementary School”
Committee opted for a compromise position

Final recommendation by School Names Committee:

Rolling Hills Leadership Elementary School




Implementation Sk

Clay Elementary Whole Site Modernization estimated to start construction in the
spring of 2026

New name signage and graphics will be implemented during construction

Temporary banners with the new name will cover old name sign until construction
commences in 2026




Questions?
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