
Clay Elementary School Name Change

Tuesday, March 12, 2024



How We Got Here
• Clay Elementary Whole Site Modernization 

approaching

• Community members submitted a name change 
proposal to the district on May 16, 2023 

• The proposal consisted of a powerpoint presentation 
and a petition with over 1,000 signatures

• The proposal made the following points: 
• Henry Clay owned 122 slaves  
• Clay Elementary founded in the midst of the Civil Rights Movement 
• Clay Elementary impacted by redlining and restrictive covenants 
• School names should reflect our values and be inspirational
• Renaming Clay Elementary will be a restorative choice 

• The proposal suggested four names and included the 
biographies of: Octavia Butler, Amanda Gorman, Bell 
Hooks, Dr. Bertha Pendleton



Process

• Community proposal was submitted to School 
Names Committee  

• School Names Committee endorsed a name 
change and launched a community input process 
to identify a new name 

• Original proposers kept apprised of committee 
discussions and decisions

• Initial survey issued to Clay Elementary students 
and families soliciting names suggestions 

• Committee reviewed and discussed submissions



Final Survey

• Committee narrowed list of names to five, developed biographies, and discussed “Elementary School” or 
“Leadership Academy” 

• Committee endorsed community suggestion: “Leadership Academy” and issued final community survey  

• Final survey options: 
• bell hooks Leadership Academy
• Charlotte Dupuy Leadership Academy
• Dr. Bertha Pendleton Leadership Academy
• James Baldwin Leadership Academy
• Rolling Hills Leadership Academy

• Survey outcome:  106 responses
• James Baldwin Leadership Academy: 3 votes (2.8%)
• Charlotte Dupuy Leadership Academy: 9 votes (8.5%)
• Rolling Hills Leadership Academy: 55 votes (51.9%)
• Dr. Bertha Pendleton Leadership Academy: 12 votes (11.3%)
• Bell Hooks Leadership Academy: 21 votes (19.8%)
• Others: 6 votes (5.4%) 



Committee Deliberation

• School Names Committee met on January 29 and February 9 to review results

• Committee supported the results of the community survey: Rolling Hills 

• There was significant discussion about “Leadership Academy” instead of “Elementary School” 

• Committee opted for a compromise position

• Final recommendation by School Names Committee: 

Rolling Hills Leadership Elementary School



Implementation

• Clay Elementary Whole Site Modernization estimated to start construction in the 
spring of 2026

• New name signage and graphics will be implemented during construction 

• Temporary banners with the new name will cover old name sign until construction 
commences in 2026
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