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Barbed-wire-lined fencing is
what used to greet those visiting
youth committed at Orange
County Juvenile Hall. Parents
would have to line up by a non-
descript door in the corner of
an open-air plaza just south of
UCI Medical Center in Orange

and check in at three different
desks in order to see their chil-
dren.

The last of those desks was
inside the correction facility’s
visiting center, a bungalow with
a faded beige exterior that had
been in service for over 30 years,
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facility is part
of the Orange

County
Probation

Department's
addition to

Juvenile Hall.

Orange County Juvenile
Hall tries new approach
with gym, auto shop
BY ERIC LICAS

See Approach, page A2

innovative menu and a commit-
ment to charity. The restaurant
donated 10% of proceeds to a

TUSTIN — The pie case at
Toast Kitchen & Bakery’s new
location in Tustin is filled with
freshly baked pies in aluminum
tins. The pies are small and deep,
full of flavor and representative of
the concept’s start. While the pies
are not the only delicious treat to
be had at the breakfast, lunch
and dinner spot, they are what
brought business partners chef
John Park and Wahoo’s Fish Taco
co-founder Ed Lee together.

“He was doing a pop-up at
another restaurant, and that was
how we met,” said Lee of Park.
“He was making pies and selling
pies out of his house.”

The two began talking about
working together and Lee said he
was intrigued by Park’s desire to
open a food business that wasn’t
about profit but about serving the
community.

“He wanted to make a million
dollars to give away,” said Lee. “I
had a different concept in mind,
but John said he wanted to do

breakfast, lunch and dinner. I
thought I was going to do pies
with him.”

The first Toast location opened
in Costa Mesa in 2018 with an

Toast Kitchen & Bakery breaks bread

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

UBE FRENCH TOAST, pictured at the Toast Kitchen & Bakery in Tustin
on Wednesday, Nov. 30, is among the innovative offerings at the eatery.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Toast, page A6

WESTMINSTER — Long after her parents
fought for an equal opportunity for their chil-
dren in the school system, Sylvia Mendez
gazed upon the gathering before her, filled
with pride as she watched a new generation
engage in educational activities.

The scene occurred at the grand opening
of Mendez Tribute Monument Park in West-
minster, where city officials and educational
leaders were among a large turnout for the
ceremony on Thursday. An effort that got
underway in 2017, the park now commemo-
rates the Mendez, et al v. Westminster School
District of Orange County, et al case.

The 1947 case, which saw five Mexican
American families challenge school segre-
gation, will no longer be a footnote in the his-
tory books, City Manager Christine Cordon
said. Speakers contended that it was a pre-
cursor to the landmark Supreme Court deci-

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

ACTIVIST SYLVIAMENDEZ, center, and her younger sister, Sandra Duran, standing beside her, celebrate the statue unveiling of Mendez’s
parents, Felicitas and Gonzalo, at the grand-opening ceremony of Mendez Tribute Monument Park in Westminster.

A new park celebrates a
historic civil rights case

ACTIVIST SYLVIAMENDEZ, center, and artist Ignacio Gomez, second from left, attend a
grand-opening ceremony of Mendez Tribute Monument Park on Thursday in Westminster.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Park, page A2

On Election Day 2020, more
than 65% of Costa Mesa voters
who cast ballots showed their sup-
port for Measure Q, allowing the
sales and delivery of retail canna-
bis — and the millions that could
generate — into the city’s com-
mercial areas.

City officials, staff and consult-
ants have since been engaged in
the enormous undertaking of
weeding out already-operating il-
licit dispensaries, drafting new
laws about how marijuana prod-
ucts would be taxed and regulated
and reviewing dozens of proposals
from would-be proprietors.

More than two years of such
planning came to a head last
week, as the city’s first legal dis-
pensary opened its doors on Har-
bor Boulevard in a Black Friday
soft opening that, while modest,
was attended by council members
and even Costa Mesa’s mayor.

Operating from a 2,446-square-
foot storefront at 1990 Harbor
Blvd., 420 Central Newport Mesa
offers prepackaged cannabis and
cannabis products, from edible
goods and tinctures to transder-
mal patches and concentrates.

Owner Robert Taft Jr. said he
and his business partners have
been in a mad dash since the city’s
Planning Commission approved a
use permit in June to get the place
up and running before any of the
other 10 or more approved dispen-
saries had opened their doors.

While other proprietors waited
for permits to be granted, Taft
bought a building and built it out
according to state specifications,
making tenant improvements dur-
ing the application’s review period.

“We wanted to be first,” the

Costa
Mesa’s
first pot
shop
debuts
City leaders attend the
opening on Harbor
Boulevard that comes
2 years after voters
approved Measure Q.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Shop, page A8
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The launch of “Holidays at the
Harbor” in Dana Point, which in-
cludes the 47th annual Boat Pa-
rade of Lights, is making the mar-
ina merrier this holiday season.

“Dana Point Harbor Partners is
thrilled to bring an array of festive
events to the Harbor this year,”
said Bryon Ward, president of
Burnham Ward Properties, which
oversees the harbor’s commercial
core activities.

Dana Point Harbor Partners is a
partnership with Orange County
that combines Burnham Ward
Properties, Bellwether Financial
Group, which guides marina op-
erations, and R.D. Olson Devel-
opment, which leads the hotel re-
development of the harbor.

Along with the boat parade on
Dec. 9, 10 and 11, visitors can en-
joy themed light displays
throughout the harbor, photos
with Santa and a special Santa
Paws event with proceeds sup-
porting the Pet Project Founda-
tion.

More than 700,000 LED lights
twinkle in the harbor’s themed
light displays that include a giant
whale sculpture, lighted palm
trees, beach-ball-like ornaments
and the popular “Merry Kiss Me”
arch leading down a giant candy-
cane-lined lane. Dana Point Har-
bor Partners has also partnered
with the Chabad Jewish Center of
Dana Point to present a 12-foot
Menorah in the Harbor for the
duration of Hanukkah from Dec.
18 to 26.

“Dana Point Harbor Partners’

aim is to bring the community a
festive season by adding new
lighting elements and installa-
tions to the Harbor for locals and
visitors to enjoy each year,” said
Ward. “This year guests can enjoy
the larger-than-life ornaments
along with other ‘Instagram-
worthy’ installations.”

If visitors do snap any ‘Insta-
gram-worthy’ pics, they are in-
vited to tag @danapoint_harbor
on Instagram and use the hashtag
#HolidaysattheHarbor to be en-
tered in the Dana Point Harbor’s
“Holidays at the Harbor” social
media contest, running now
through Dec. 22. At the end of the
campaign, one winner will be
randomly chosen for a special
Dana Point Harbor package.

On the weekend of Dec. 9, the
47th annual Boat Parade of Lights
takes to the seas with a “Surfin’
USA” theme.

“The theme for this year’s an-
nual Boat Parade of Lights pays
homage to all of the water-centric
activities that are a part of the
harbor’s culture, including paddle
boarding, surfing, sailing, boating,
dolphin and whale-watching,”
said Ward.

Vessels of all kinds will be deco-
rated in the theme for the chance
to win up to $10,000 in prizes for
categories like Best Use of Theme,
People’s Choice, Supervisor’s Cup
and Mayor’s Cup.

The parade will begin at 7 p.m.
on Dec. 9 and at 6 p.m. on Dec. 10
and 11.

Santa Claus will visit the harbor
on Dec. 10 from 10 a.m. until 1
p.m. in front of a holiday-themed

photo op created by Style My Hol-
iday in Clock Courtyard. Visitors
can book professional photos for
that day, but the themed photo op
will remain up throughout De-
cember.

Festivities will return to Clock
Courtyard on Dec. 17 and 18 when
Pet Project Foundation will host
the 10th annual Santa Paws from
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Pet photos will
be offered for a small donation

with all proceeds supporting the
Pet Project Foundation, a rescue
partner and San Clemente-Dana
Point Animal Shelter.

“Holidays at the Harbor” has
been drawing visitors and locals
for years, and Ward said Dana
Point Harbor Partners hopes to
continue the tradition for years to
come.

“‘Holidays at the Harbor’ is a
signature event that truly cap-

tures the essence of the Dana
Point community and will remain
an annual tradition for all to en-
joy,” said Ward. “We love seeing
families come back to visit year
after year to take their family pho-
tos and enjoy the parade and light
displays, as many of them did
when they were younger.”

Dana Point makes merry at the marina
BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

Courtesy of Dana Point Harbor Partners

THE 47TH ANNUAL Boat Parade of Lights will take place Dec. 9 through 11 in Dana Point Harbor. The event’s
theme will be “Surfin’ USA.”

sarah.mosqueda@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

despite being intended for
temporary use. Scuffs and
scrapes dot its inner walls,
which have been repeat-
edly resurfaced and re-
painted, often by the teens
living in Juvenile Hall.

The worn-out appear-
ance of the old visiting cen-
ter compounded the
stigma felt by many fam-
ilies of youth housed at the
correctional facility. About
100 teens and young men
and women live there, in-
cluding some convicted of
crimes as serious as mur-
der.

“For parents, it can feel
like such a shameful thing
to have to go visit here,”
Deputy Correctional Offi-
cer Colleen Byrne said.

Inside the bungalow was
a low-panel ceiling and no
windows or any space for
the siblings of incarcerated
youth to wait during visits.
That made it even more
difficult for parents to see

their committed children,
especially those who could
not afford to pay for a
babysitter.

But now they won’t have
to choose between visiting
youth held at the facility or
staying home to watch
their brothers and sisters
following the completion of
the Multipurpose Rehabili-
tation Center in November.
The multimillion-dollar ad-
dition to the Orange
County Juvenile Hall was
paid for with county and
state funding and features
a larger, brand-new visiting
area that shares a large
glass wall with a playroom
filled with toys and video
games.

That will allow parents to
keep an eye on their other
children while meeting
with those who are locked
up. And a new check-in
area with seats and lockers
means they shouldn’t have
to stand outside in line
while waiting for their turn
to go into the visiting room.

“I think it instills a sense
of security and comfort for

parents to know that their
kids are in good hands,” su-
pervising correctional offi-
cer Erick Bieger said. “Be-
cause it’s still not an ideal

situation, but pulling up to
something that’s new and
clean, and you can see your
kid in an environment with
working lights instead of a

trailer, you’re going to feel
better when you go home.
It’s still not great, but you’re
not going to go home
thinking ‘What’s happening

to my kid?’”
The new Multipurpose

Rehabilitation Center also
features meeting rooms
that can be used to host
classes and gatherings. It
has a garage equipped with
a vehicle lift that will allow
staff to teach entry-level
auto shop inside Juvenile
Hall.

Deputy Correctional Of-
ficer German Zarate
teaches the newly formed
automotive program at the
facility. He learned how to
work on cars from his fa-
ther and grew up in his
auto repair business, spark-
ing a passion that stayed
with him into adulthood.

“It’s just amazing that I
get to share those skills that
were handed down to me
with these kids now,”
Zarate said. “Because at the
end of the day, we want to
see them get hired once
they get out of here.”

Before Zarate was tapped
to become the facility’s
auto shop instructor, he

Continued from page A1
APPROACH

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

ORANGE COUNTY PROBATION staff show off an activity room in the Multipurpose
Rehabilitation Center at Orange County Juvenile Hall.

See Approach, page A6

sion in Brown v. Board of
Education that ruled sepa-
rate but equal educational
facilities to be unconstitu-
tional in 1954.

“Just take a moment to
think of the significance of
what we are celebrating to-
day,” Jeff Hittenberger, an
education professor at Van-
guard University and for-
mer chief academic officer
of the Orange County De-
partment of Education,
said. “Seventy-five years
ago, three American chil-
dren were turned away
from an American school
because of their ethnicity.

“That was challenged by
their families, who believed
in the American dream and
believed in the American
principles. They stood up
for our principles and made
us a better community and
a better nation.”

Hittenberger concluded
his remarks by calling on
visitors to the park to be the
stewards of history going
forward.

A grateful Sylvia Mendez,
86, called it “a big honor” to
see the project completed,
before turning her atten-

tion to the future.
“Yes, the case led to the

desegregation of public
schools in California,” Men-
dez said. “And yes, we are
truly very happy, but today,
we must continue with
[the] legacy of education for
everyone. And today, I am
so proud that today, I have
students here from a col-
lege and from a grammar
school.”

Mendez then looked into
the crowd for the school-
children, finding them as-

sembled along a wall to the
east, where an assortment
of interpretive panels
shared literature regarding
her family’s case that oc-
curred nearly 80 years earli-
er.

The park, located at 7371
Westminster Blvd., is now
home to two statues cre-
ated by sculptor Ignacio
Gomez, whose work has
been featured in the Smith-
sonian American Art Muse-
um. The Mendez family
and dignitaries first un-

veiled a statue of parents
Gonzalo and Felicitas Men-
dez, who fought for the
right of their three children
to attend 17th Street School,
which had been designated
for white children, instead
of Hoover Elementary,
known at the time as the
“Mexican school.”

Gomez spoke to his in-
tention to reflect the signifi-
cance of the civil rights case
by portraying the parents as
larger-than-life figures.

“As the American flags in
front of all the schools in
the nation are raised, we
have to thank Mr. and Mrs.
Mendez for their courage
and what they accom-
plished to do away with de-
segregation in California
and beyond,” Gomez said.
“Mr. and Mrs. Mendez are
bigger than life. The statues
are monumental because
what they accomplished in
the history of the United
States for the children is
monumental.”

Attendees then transi-
tioned over to the entrance
of the park to see the sec-
ond statue, which depicts
two children walking to
school with books in hand,
symbolizing the 5,000 chil-
dren represented in the
case. “We the People,” the

famous first words of the
U.S. Constitution, are
prominently displayed at
the feet of those who ap-
proach it. The inscription at
the base of the statue reads
“1947: Toward equality in
our schools.”

The educational content
around the grounds has
been made accessible in
the English, Spanish and
Vietnamese languages
through the use of QR
codes. The Orange County
Department of Education
worked with the city and
the Mendez family to pro-
duce the material. The park
also includes augmented
reality features.

Sergio Contreras, a for-
mer member of the West-
minster City Council who
was a strong advocate for
recognizing the case in his
time on the panel, said the
park will be an inspiration
in a quest for a “truly merit-
based society.”

“By creating this memo-
rial, we remember the suc-
cesses of our past, and
hopefully, we can inspire
the successes of our future,”
Contreras said. “To every
student, young and old,
who visits this beautiful
place, may you learn from
Gonzalo Mendez’s family

story, that ordinary people
can do extraordinary
things, and be inspired that
you can, too.”

The park also features a
giant book monument,
which Assistant City Man-
ager Adolfo Ozaeta said
weighs 4,000 pounds. It
provides an introduction to
the influential civil rights
case and makes mention of
the five families involved in
the suit: Mendez, Guzman,
Palomino, Estrada and Ra-
mirez.

Construction of the park
began in 2020, backed by
$1.5 million from California
State Parks and private do-
nations.

A resolution approved by
the city in 2017 promised to
honor the Mendez v. West-
minster case. In addition to
the park, the city also plans
to have a Mendez Freedom
Trail.

“I really want to thank
the Mendez family, who
fought for educational op-
portunities for our future
generations,” Mayor Tri Ta
said. “The Mendez family is
not only the legacy of the
city of Westminster but also
[the] legacy of the country.”

Continued from page A1
PARK

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

ACTIVIST SYLVIAMENDEZwaves at visitors at the
grand-opening ceremony for the Mendez Tribute
Monument Park. The space honors a landmark court case
that led to the desegregation of schools in California.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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Whether you have an acute or chronic illness, need an annual
physical exam or vaccinations for you and your children,
UCI Health primary care physicians offer exceptional care
to keep you and your family healthy. As part of Orange County’s
only academic health system, our primary care doctors work
seamlessly with more than 500 world-renowned UCI Health
specialists to deliver the highest level of care and treat even the
most complex conditions. Also, with UCI Health, you and your
family have access to same-day care options for primary care,
including walk-in care locations, virtual care and in-home care.

Enjoy life’s best moments in good health. Choose a UCI Health
primary care doctor today.

Learn more at ucihealth.org/choose
or call 844-310-9750.
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© 2022 Sunrise Senior Living

Wake Up & Brunch with Sunrise

RSVP by calling 714-450-4645 or by emailing

us at orange.mec@sunriseseniorliving.com

Be our guest for brunch and we’ll give you an exclusive,

early look at our brand new community that’s set to

open this spring. You’ll learn about our beautiful amenity

spaces, preview the impressive array of Founders Club

benefits, and see why Sunrise of Orange offers the very

best in assisted living and memory care.

ORANGE

Choose the Date You Prefer:

Thursday, December 8
Friday, December 9

9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Zov’s Bistro
17440 17th Street, Unit A, Tustin, CA 92780

I was raised in a family
that held sacred the
value of education. My

parents, the first in their
families to earn college
degrees, believed deeply in
the intrinsic worthiness of

higher educa-
tion and

saw col-
lege as
the surest
means of

achieving
personal and

professional fulfillment.
So there was never any

doubt that my three older
siblings and I were ex-
pected to attend college.
What we chose to do with
that education was up to
us, but we were going, and
that was that. I will be
forever grateful for my
parents’ adamancy.

Back then, UCLA was
the university of choice for
us. It had an excellent
academic reputation, and
as a state school it was
affordable for a family of
modest means. We didn’t
have to mortgage our
futures to achieve our
scholarly goals.

What a different world it
was then: Before the cost
of a college education
began running laps
around the overall infla-
tion rate and increases in
incomes. Before state
support for higher educa-
tion, particularly in Cali-
fornia, shrank to a small
proportion of previous
levels, leading to a sharp
escalation in tuition and
fees paid by students.
Before student loans were
marketed with the kind of
scruples associated with
used car lots.

And long before the
accumulated debt from
those loans reached a

crushing $1.75 trillion and
counting.

That amounts to an
average of $28,950 per
borrower. Today, more
than half of students leave
college with some debt.
And in case you’re won-
dering, students from
public four-year institu-
tions are just as likely to
carry student loan debt as
those from pricier private
schools. Aside from mort-
gage debt, student loans
account for the largest
share of debt held by U.S.
consumers.

This is a huge problem
that, until recently, we’ve
managed to ignore. Even
now that it has reached
what we deem to be a
crisis and we’re finally
paying attention, solutions
remain elusive. President
Biden’s plan to forgive
some student loan debt

remains stalled; more
comprehensive reform is
barely discussed.

If you think that this
disastrous situation
doesn’t effect you because
you aren’t one of the 48
million Americans that
hold student loan debt,
think again. There are
many reasons that we
should all treat this situa-
tion with great seriousness
and urgency.

The economy is a big
one.

Consumer spending
drives the U.S. economy.
When consumers have
fewer discretionary dollars
to spend because they’re
mired in debt, that be-
comes a drag on economic
growth. Student loan debt
makes it harder to own a
house or start a business,
or even, for some dis-
tressed borrowers, to buy

smaller ticket items. Like
Christmas gifts.

Evidence of this
emerged during the pan-
demic. Economists esti-
mate that consumer
spending received a sig-
nificant boost in 2021 due
to a moratorium on stu-
dent loan payments.

That repayment pause is
now set to expire at year’s
end, after which the out-
look is ominous. Econo-
mists are warning that the
nation’s student loan debt
burden is as dangerous as
the housing bubble that
led to the Great Recession.

There are more reasons
to care about this issue,
including that a large
share of the debt is held by
people who never graduat-
ed. That means they owe
money without the benefit

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

We need to find solutions
to the student debt crisis

Seth Wenig | Associated Press

THE EXPENSE for those who borrow money to pay for college remains a major issue
even after President Joe Biden’s move to forgive some student loan debt.

See Debt, page A10

Thanks for the pride-
inducing article on Hunt-
ington Beach Police Officer
Meghan Haney (Daily Pilot,
Nov. 19) and her lifesaving
conversation with a woman
about to end her life by
plunging off a two-story
building on Beach Boule-
vard. It may have been 4
o’clock in the morning, but
Officer Haney’s compassion
and alertness were not
dimmed by the predawn
darkness nor by the dire
circumstances of a poten-
tial suicide. Congratu-
lations to Officer Haney
and her lifesaving accom-
plishment. We residents of
Huntington Beach are
blessed to have such public
servants on duty 24/7.

Ben Miles
Huntington Beach

REASONS TO WORRY
AND CELEBRATE

I am flattered to have
“shared the stage” in the
Nov. 19 Daily Pilot Mailbag

page with esteemed local
writers Tim Geddes, Ben
Miles and Mike Aguilar
who share the same con-
cerns about Huntington
Beach’s new City Council
that I have about Newport
Beach’s newly elected
council. The similarities are
their political positions on
the right of the political
spectrum and their obei-
sance to big money donors
(often developers) rather
than to grassroots democ-
racy.

It sounds like the differ-
ence between the two
councils is as all three
writers point out, that in
Huntington Beach the four
newly elected council
members relied on rhetoric
to win their races a la
Trump and Tito Ortiz
rather than tackling current
problems such as home-
lessness, high-density de-
velopment, affordable

MAILBAG

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

MEGHANHANEY, a police officer with the Huntington
Beach Police Department, was awarded the medal of
lifesaving by the department for her effort in talking a
suicidal person out of killing herself.

Honor for
Haney’s heroism
well-deserved

See Honor, page A10
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CONCERTS AT
615 Town Center Dr.
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

4242 Campus Dr.
Irvine, CA 92612

Aaron Diehl
Riccardo Muti

Leif Ove Andsnes

Canadian Brass

 |  

JAN
20

Sponsored by the Donna L. Kendall Foundation

LEIF OVE ANDSNES, PIANO
8PM | RENÉE AND HENRY SEGERSTROM CONCERT HALL
Named byWall Street Journal as “one of the most gifted musicians of his generation,”
celebrated pianist Leif Ove Andsnes showcases his commanding technique in a recital
program of Beethoven’s Piano Sonata No. 31, Janáček’s “From the Street” Sonata, and
works by Dvořák, Silvestrov, and Vustin. Tickets start at $23.

THE HOLIDAYSWITH CANADIAN BRASS
8PM | IRVINE BARCLAY THEATRE
Celebrate the holidays with the award-winning Canadian Brass performing seasonal
favorites, holiday classics, and brass standards in an entertaining evening of virtuosic
playing and heartwarming humor. Selections include Ding Dong Merrily on High,
You’re a Mean One, Mr. Grinch, Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas, and many more!
Tickets start at $38.

DEC
19

CHICAGO SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
WITH RICCARDOMUTI
8PM | RENÉE AND HENRY SEGERSTROM CONCERT HALL
The Chicago Symphony Orchestra returns for an LA/OC exclusive performance with
revered conductor Riccardo Muti in his final year as music director. Hear Beethoven’s
Symphony No.7, Liadov’s The Enchanted Lake, andMussorgsky/Ravel’s Pictures from an
Exhibition. Tickets start at $58.

JAN
24

Sponsored by the Donna L. Kendall Foundation | Additional support from The Segerstrom Foundation and KUSC

JAN
21

AARON DIEHL TRIO: BACH TO BEBOP
8PM | IRVINE BARCLAY THEATRE
Pianist Aaron Diehl and his partners explore Bach’s music with bebop vocabulary,
interspersing selections from The Well-Tempered Clavier with Diehl’s own music and
works by jazz greats like Miles Davis, Chick Corea and more. Tickets start at $33.

PART OF DISTINCTIVE EXPERIENCES CO-PRESENTEDWITH IRVINE BARCLAY THEATRE

Part of the Eclectic Orange Series sponsored by the Jelinek Family Trust | Part of Distinctive Experiences

For a limited time, earn a guaranteed interest rate
with a CD (certificate of deposit).

A $10,000minimum balance is required.

3.50%APY1

To get started, contact the Preferred Banking Office
nearest you or scan the QR code to learn more.

5-MONTH CD

1 Offer is subject to change without notice and applies for one term only. Annual percentage yield
(APY) is effective as of publication date. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. $10,000
minimum balance required. Member FDIC and Equal Housing Lender

Corona del Mar
2800 East Coast Highway, (949) 721-0988

Newport Beach
3991 MacArthur Boulevard, (949) 756-8828

firstrepublic.com/CD

ACROSS
1 Boo-hoo
4 No longer a
minor
9 Bathtub ring,
e.g.
13 "Beware the __
of March"
15 Punctuation
mark
16 Cross one's
fingers
17 Actress Amanda
18 "rooms __ fifty
cents" ("King of
the Road")
19 Mob scene
20 Middle weight
22 Holiday __;
stopovers
23 Wheel tracks
24 __ Tin Tin; TV
dog
26 Bits of holly
29 Most
smooth-talking
34 Prom-goers
35 Bell's invention
36 __ McClanahan
37 Pealed out
38 Pitchfork part
39 Dad
40 False front
41 Seacoast
42 High-powered
beam
43 Most annoying
45 Water-usage
trackers
46 Girl's name
ending
47 Do one's civic
duty
48 Pierce
51 Proof of
purchase
56 __ Alto, CA
57 Savvy
58 Batch of
laundry
60 Many
hardware stores
61 Governess
62 Crooked
63 Have a snack
64 Little ones
65 Feasted on

DOWN

1 Use a straw
2 Anthology
entries
3 Answering
machine sound
4 Groups of eight
5 __ the bill; pays
for a group
6 "__ want for

Christmas is my
two"
7 Ending for party
or movie
8 Going into
9 Become smaller
10 Bit of change
11 Feel put-__; sulk
12 New York team

14 Rubberneck's
activity
21 Floor coverings
25 Cocktail cubes
26 Thin leather
strip
27 Tranquility
28 Landlord's
collections
29 __-lived; brief
30 "The __ Star
State"
31 Clear the board
32 "Terrific!"
33 Sad drops
35 __ and cons
38 Game bird
39 Kneecap
41 Moral
transgression
42 "Why don't we!"
44 Put the __ on;
veto
45 Saunters
47 Novelist Jules
48 Stretch across
49 Mexican lunch
50 Stein drinks
52 Take __;
subtract
53 Too skinny
54 Davenport's
state
55 Go separate
ways
59 Hair coloring

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A10.
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rotating slate of causes
each month and continues
to do so. It also made an
effort to hire veterans,
recovering addicts, former
foster youth and those
struggling with homeless-
ness. Diners embraced the
partners’ approach to
breaking bread and bring-
ing everyone to the table.
They eventually launched a
sister restaurant, Tableau
Kitchen and Bar at South
Coast Plaza, with a focus
on dinner and a designated
12-person “Giving Table”
available to reserve each
month for a chef-led wine
dinner in support of a local
organization.

Park and Lee have built a
reputation for good food
for a good cause, and the
new location on Kensing-
ton Park Drive has been
anxiously anticipated.

“John has a great reputa-
tion here in Orange
County,” said Lee. “We have
been busy since the mo-
ment we opened.”

Toast Tustin has the
same style of food diners
have come to know and

love from Toast Costa
Mesa.

“As far as the food, we
just wanted to bring some
comfort food to the neigh-
borhood,” said Park, “utiliz-
ing my background mainly
in L.A. and just being ex-
posed to a lot of different
cultures when it comes to
different types of cuisines
and also having our cooks
be really involved in our
menu.”

Toast’s menu features
avocado toast alongside
Tres Leches French toast
with horchata milk sauce,

whipped cream and cara-
melized rice, and ube
French toast with ube
pastry cream and mango
coconut sauce. The Thai
chile chilaquiles are served
with pulled pork and
smothered in a Thai chile
salsa verde with hibiscus
pickled onions while the
sisig burrito is stuffed with
pork belly, chicharon and
kalamansi mayo. Many of
the unique dishes come
from the diverse kitchen
staff.

“The initial idea will
come from them,” said

Park. “The direction will be
from me, tweaking things
and dialing in the flavor
combination.”

Besides the good food of
their other restaurants,
Toast Tustin also brings the
goodwill.

“Beyond the food, there
is the giving aspect of it,”
said Park. “We hire veterans
and kids that grew up in
foster care. That is the
bigger part for me.”

Some of the employees
who worked at the Costa
Mesa location in the past
are now at the Tustin spot
because it is closer to
where they live.

“The first thing we did
was have a meeting with
the Orange County Rescue
Mission, which is just right
up the street,” said Park. “I
have a call with them today
to maybe have another two
veterans work with us. That
is something that we abso-
lutely want to keep rolling.”

Today the “O” in Toast’s
logo is a pie, a nod to the
baked goods that started it
all and a reminder to share
a slice when you can.

HOT CHICKEN and biscuits is among the unique dishes
at the Toast Kitchen & Bakery in Tustin.

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

Continued from page A1
TOAST

Photos by Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

PARTNERS Ed Lee and John Park stand inside the Tustin
location of Toast Kitchen & Bakery.

“Yellow Submarine” was
penned by Paul McCartney
and John Lennon as a
children’s song, and art
historian and former Viet-
namese American Arts and
Letters Assn. board mem-
ber Thuy N. D. Tran inter-
prets the Beatles standard
as a song of togetherness
recognized by multiple
generations.

“I learned it in elemen-
tary school, my 6-year-old
son learned it too,” said
Tran. “I know that it is a
song that is still applicable
and is still relevant. When I
was learning it, the way my
son was learning it, it was
about togetherness and
unity and bringing people
to the realization that we
all live in this together.”

However, during the
pandemic, Tran said that
rather than feeling a sense
of togetherness, many
minority groups, particu-
larly the Asian American
community, felt more
isolated than ever. In 2021
the O.C. Human Relations
Commission reported a
43% increase of anti-
Asian/Pacific Islander hate
crimes and a 164% in-
crease in anti-Asian/Pacific
Islander hate incidents
from 2020 to 2021.

On Saturday, the Viet-
namese American Arts and
Letters Assn. will open
“Yellow Submarine Rising:
Currents Within Asian
American Art” at the Or-
ange County Center for
Contemporary Art in con-
junction with the Down-
town Santa Ana Art Walk.
The multidisciplinary art
exhibition is inspired by
the #StopAsianHate move-
ment and the resiliency of
Asian and Pacific Islander
Americans.

Tran borrowed the song
as messaging for the title

of the show for which she
served as guest curator.

“I had to put ‘rising’
because it is an active
submarine,” said Tran. “We
are rising out of this, and
we can only do it if we rise
together.”

The Vietnamese Ameri-
can Arts and Letters Assn.
was founded in 1991 by
Vietnamese American
journalists, artists and
members of the communi-
ty to make space for artists
to express themselves as a
newly resettled immigrant
community. “Yellow Sub-
marine Rising” is the last
project of the yearlong
celebration of the organi-
zation’s 30th anniversary.

The opening-night re-
ception will feature poetry
and spoken-word perform-
ances by Asian American
artists. On Dec. 10, a chil-
dren’s book reading will
take place from 1 to 3 p.m.
and include family-friendly
crafts. The show closes on
Dec. 17 with a special ap-
pearance by renowned
photographer and artist
Binh Danh.

The exhibition show-
cases the work of Danh,
along with other contem-
porary artists like Anto-

nius-Tin Bui, Alison Ho,
Bonnie Huang, Alina
Kawai, Victo Ngai and Jave
Yoshimoto. The space is
divided into sections by
themes laid out in a circle
so that no matter which
direction visitors start
viewing the show, they will
always end up at the same
place.

The show begins with
“transference and futures,”
where Tran said the focus
is what to share with future
generations. It is in this
space that we see prints of
“Wishes,” a children’s book
about the immigrant expe-
rience by Muon Thi Van,
illustrated by Victo Ngai.

“When you stand back
from afar, you see this
common element of
waves,” Tran said of the
prints from the book, “and
that is purposeful. It is the
continuation of a history.”

The second theme is
“belonging_home.”

“The reason why that
underscore is important is
because without that sense
of belonging that under-
scores home, you won’t
feel it. You have to feel
accepted,” said Tran.

In this space, the ab-
stract visual art of Alina

Kawai is featured.
“She is of Japanese de-

scent, she is Japanese
American, and her explo-
ration here is her way of
connecting to her tradi-
tional past out of fear of
losing it,” said Tran.

Acrylic on canvas de-
picts simplified images of
sakura blossoms and false
strawberries, a type of
weed that grows in Japan.

The section dedicated to
the theme of “cultural
legacies” includes work
from Vietnamese Ameri-
can artist Antonius-Tin
Bui, who uses the tradi-
tional technique of paper
cutting.

“This is a nod back to a
traditional method of
creating paper cuts, which
started in Chinese art but
is shared in the East Asian
region,” said Tran. “Usually
they put them up on the
wall during New Year.”

Traditional imagery and
symbolism is the back-
ground for aggressively
modern text in these
hand- and laser-cut color
paper decals that Bui de-
scribes as a response to the
shared AAPI experience of
intergenerational trauma
and also a challenge to the
stereotypical portrayal of
AAPIs as silent, apolitical
and submissive.

“Even though the paper
medium is such a fragile
thing, the message is seri-
ous and strong,” said Tran.

The final theme is “ele-
vating empowerment.”
While the show as a whole
simultaneously retaliates
against hatred toward the
Asian American communi-
ty while also celebrating its
cultures and traditions, it
is a sentiment best repre-
sented in Alison Ho’s Mylar
balloon letter installation
in this section.

Bright pink-letter bal-
loons spell out “Rock the
Boat,” something Ho said
conformists and syco-
phants advise against.
Balloons signify celebra-
tion, but the words are also
a call to action. Tran said
combating racism requires
both.

“So often we are told not
to rock the boat, especially
if you are in a work envi-
ronment. But we have to
rock the boat sometimes in
order to make progress, in
order to make change,”
said Tran. “This is in Mylar
balloon form because we
also celebrate those mo-
ments when we do rock
the boat. It is about a call
to action as much as it
about a celebration of
making a difference.”

Asian American artists resurface in new exhibit

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

CURATOR THUY TRAN stands at the “Yellow Submarine Rising: Currents Within Asian
American Art” showmarquee piece at the Orange County Center for Contemporary Art.

HAND-PAINTED banners of family by Victo Ngai at “Yellow
Submarine Rising: Currents Within Asian American Art.”

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

would frequently work on
projects with committed
youth to teach them car-
pentry and other skills. He
said learning a trade and
working with their hands
often helped those held at
Juvenile Hall envision a life
beyond its walls and the
circumstances that led
them there.

“It’ll be the end of the
day, after we’ve just fin-
ished, and a kid will just
say ‘thank you,’” Zarate
said. “I’ll ask what for, and
they tell me ‘I forgot I was
locked up today.’”

Aside from facilities to
advance committed
youths’ education and ca-
reers, the Multipurpose Re-
habilitation Center also has
a full-sized gym. It is atta-
ched to a weight room,
equipped with a variety of
sporting equipment and is
large enough to host in-
door soccer games. Teens
also plan to use it to hold a
talent show and other
events organized by the Ju-
venile Hall’s Youth Council,
a group of members from
each of the correctional fa-
cility’s units and elected to

communicate the wants
and needs of their peers
with staff.

“When my kids walked
in here for the first time, it
was like being in a candy
store: just, like, looking
around, completely in
awe,” Bieger said.

“And they couldn’t quite
understand that this was

for them. They see the auto
shop and they’re like ‘Wait,
what’s happening here?’
Because they’re used to,
you know, jail.”

The construction of the
new multipurpose center
exemplifies a broader shift
in the way the Orange
County Probation Depart-
ment and other agencies

approach the supervision
of minors convicted of
crimes, Orange County
Probation Division Director
Sanford Rose said. Over the
years, they have moved
away from what had by and
large been a punitive mod-
el, focusing instead on cre-
ating incentives to encour-
age growth and rehabilita-

tion.
“If you didn’t have that

culture change then all the
buildings in the world
wouldn’t do anything,”
Bieger said. “It’s not: ‘Here’s
all the things we’re going to
do to you if you screw up.’
Now it’s: ‘Here’s the things
we want to give you to help
you out.’ We’ll take those
away temporarily until we
gain some compliance
again if there’s an issue,
and it’s just like having kids
at home. We don’t spank
our kids anymore.”

An example of this shift
was the end of room con-
finement at juvenile halls
in California beginning in
2018. Committed youth
who received that punish-
ment had been forced to
stay locked in their rooms
for as long as five days. Or-
ange County Probation
stopped practicing it in
2016.

“The state got rid of it,
and they were right to get
rid of it,” Bieger said. “My
kids pushed back for about
three months. They were
like: ‘Yeah, we can do any-
thing.’ And then they real-
ized we were teaching
them a different way to re-
act to negative situations.
Now if they fight they can’t

go run into their room for
five days and not interact
with us. Now if they fight
they have to sit down at a
table, have meditation and
share a meal together if
they fight each other.”

“A lot of us get in the
habit of being punitive,
here are the consequences,
negative, negative, nega-
tive,” he added. “Well, best-
practices evidence shows
us that doesn’t work. It
doesn’t bring about change.
Investment, incentives,
positive reinforcement,
these are the things that
bring about change.”

But fights do still happen
at Orange County Juvenile
Halls. Details regarding
how often were not im-
mediately available.

Elsewhere, in Los Ange-
les County, numerous staff
have been hurt while trying
to end fights among com-
mitted youth. The Times
reports that injuries and
safety concerns have driv-
en up the use of sick leave
in that department, and
that may be contributing to
a detrimental environment
for youth inside Los Ange-
les County’s facilities.

Continued from page A2
APPROACH

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

GERMAN ZARATE, a deputy juvenile correctional officer, shows off the new auto shop,
part of the newMultipurpose Rehabilitation Center at the Orange County Juvenile Hall.

eric.licas@latimes.com
Twitter: @EricLicas
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B ob Madison remem-
bers the time he got
in the most trouble

at his Catholic high school
in New York.

It wasn’t because of
something he said or did to
his teachers or classmate.
No, it was because of a
little book called “Tarzan at
the Earth’s Core” by Edgar
Rice Burroughs that Madi-
son started reading when
he was 14.

“I was so enthralled by it
that the next day, instead of
going to school, I went to
the park and sat in a tree
all day to finish reading
‘Tarzan at the Earth’s
Core,’” he said. “Little did I
realize, the school was
calling my mother, won-
dering where I was. I came
back at 3 o’clock, and my
mother said, ‘How was
school today?’ I said, ‘Oh, it
was really tough.’

“And she said, ‘You’ll
never guess who I heard
from today.’ I got in a lot of
trouble for Tarzan.”

Madison, who moved
from New York to Hunting-
ton Beach five years ago
with his husband Russell
Frost, kept up that lifelong
love of reading during his
career as a communica-
tions executive. Now 60
years old, he hopes to give
that joy another generation
of teenagers.

Madison had his first
young adult novel,
“Spiked!,” published by
Vulpine Press this week. It
is available on Amazon.

The 238-page book tells
the story of Thom and A.J.,

two childhood friends
growing up in Long Island
who Madison calls nerds. It
contains a lot of Madison’s
personality baked in.

“I learned a lot about
how to be a good person
through the nerd culture
that I consumed when I
was growing up,” he said.
“They obsess over ‘Star
Trek’ and ‘Star Wars’ and
‘Lord of the Rings.’”

But their “nerd paradise,”
as Madison put it, becomes

corrupted when they fall in
love with baseball. Madi-
son never did that, al-
though he remembers a
poster of former New York
Mets star Lenny Dykstra,
shirt off and baseball bat in
hand, with his nickname
“Nails” at the top.

“If you’re going to figure
out that you’re gay, you’re
probably going to figure
out you’re gay looking at
posters of things like Lenny
Dykstra,” Madison said.

In the story, Thom and
A.J. become obsessed with
an egotistical baseball star
nicknamed Spike. Thom
realizes that he needs to
tell A.J., who plays baseball,
that Spike is probably not
the best role model to
have.

Madison made sure to
include plenty of comedy
in the story, which includes
a riotous night out on the
town with Spike. He said
his younger brother David

Lee Madison, a former first
baseman, helped fill in
some of the particulars
about the sport of baseball.

But there are plenty of
lessons to go around, too.
Frost, who has read his
husband’s book, appreci-
ates the family dynamics at
play.

“You see the relationship
that the two boys have with
each other, their friends
and their parents and fam-
ily,” Frost said. “The way

one friend interacts with
the family of the other
friend, you can learn a lot
just looking at that. Fam-
ilies are very different and
raise their children in a
very different way, and the
boys are experiencing that,
because they’re visiting
each other so much.”

That part also rings true
to Madison, who said it
was easy when Frost came
out to his family but called
his own experience “a
disaster.”

Either way, he’s excited
that the book is now pub-
lished. “Spiked!” will be
promoted on BookBub
starting on Tuesday, Madi-
son said, which should
help get more eyes on it.
He has already sold anoth-
er book, “Cash and Carrey,”
which he called a politi-
cally incorrect adult come-
dy novel.

He said the lesson of
“Spiked!” is to follow your
heart and be true to your-
self, and don’t worry about
labels. Madison added that
he hopes to catch some of
the magic and amazement
of those teenage years.

“I think young adult
books should be replete
with joy,” Madison said.
“When I say joy, I don’t
necessarily mean happy,
but they have to do some-
thing for you to make your
life better. Not only should
they be replete with joy, but
they should be crammed
with wonder. When you’re
at that golden high school
age, everything is magical.”

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

H.B. author challenges stereotypes in first YA novel
BYMATT SZABO

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

BOBMADISON, a Huntington Beach resident, had his first young adult novel, “Spiked!,” published this week.

Costa Mesa resident said
Wednesday during a visit to
the store. “With our belief
and faith in what we were
doing — we basically went
for it.”

This isn’t Taft’s first rodeo.
He’s operated another legal
dispensary in Santa Ana for
seven years and has had a

hand in Costa Mesa’s can-
nabis future since 2014.
That’s when he and others
collected enough signatures
to put an initiative, Measure
V, on the ballot for a special
election that would have al-
lowed eight medical mari-
juana dispensaries to be
taxed and regulated inside
city limits.

City officials, however,
would not call for a special
election, and a legal battle

over whether a tax-related
proposal could even be de-
cided outside a regular elec-
tion cycle delayed the mat-
ter to 2016.

By then, Taft’s interest
had shifted as he saw more
promise in backing an alter-
nate cannabis plan — Mea-
sure X, which would allow
for medical marijuana man-
ufacturing, distribution,
testing and processing in an
industrial “Green Zone”

north of the 405 Freeway.
“The city came to me, at

the time it was a conserva-
tive council, and they said,
‘We aren’t ready for a dis-
pensary in our city yet,
would you be interested in
making drugs instead of
selling them?’” he recalled.
“I said, OK, I’m a Costa
Mesa-first guy — I’m going
to support my city with
Measure X.”

Taft actively threw his

weight behind a new cam-
paign, even hiring an air-
plane to sky-write messages
of support for Measure X. It
garnered nearly 55% ap-
proval as Measure V with-
ered on the vine. Since then,
Taft and his partners have
opened a manufacturing
and distribution company
called the Healing Plant and
CMX, a distribution facility.

When the city of Santa
Ana in 2014 granted the

right for 20 medical mari-
juana collectives to do legal
business, Taft won a lottery
and one year later opened
the first 420 Central, a
“megastore” named for its
street address, which transi-
tioned to selling recre-
ational products when the
city granted that right in
2018.

Both the Santa Ana dis-

Continued from page A1
SHOP

See Shop, page A10
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OCEAN VIEWS.
MAGICAL SUNSETS.

A LUXURY RESORT LIKE NO OTHER.

ON THE COAST OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA

877.724 . 3 157 | TERRANEA .COM | #TERRANEA

Celebrate the spirit of the holiday season with joy-filled
festivities and oceanfront memories to cherish.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Need Transportation? Looking for a car?
Look in the Classifieds!

In accordance with the provisions of State law, there being due and unpaid charges for which
the undersigned is entitled to satisfy an owner and/or manager's lien of the goods hereinafter
described and stored at the Life Storage location(s) listed below:

LS #514, 8041 Edinger Ave, Westminster, CA 92683, 714-841-4119
DawnWarner Hsld Gds/Furn
Deborah Mundy Hsld Gds/Furn
Jessa Fake Hsld Gds/Furn
Jesse Sarrazin-Cliff Hsld Gds/Furn
Jay Guynes Hsld Gds/Furn
Sterling Joseph Hsld Gds/Furn
Mackenzie Keiser Hsld Gds/Furn
Gabriel Esquer Hsld Gds/Furn
Maria Munive Hsld Gds/Furn
Tamara Popovich Hsld Gds/Furn
Amanda Aguilar Hsld Gds/Furn
Kimberly Vazques Hsld Gds/Furn
Heidi Lloyd Hsld Gds/Furn
Aaron Sunil Hsld Gds/Furn
Grace Becerra Hsld Gds/Furn
Cholee Ratsavong Hsld Gds/Furn
Miguel Fuentes Hsld Gds/Furn
Dawn Gnatowski Hsld Gds/Furn
Norman Mason Hsld Gds/Furn
Deborah Middleton Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #527, 3190 Pullman St. Costa Mesa, CA 92626, 714-979-4100
Jessica Fernandez Hsld Gds/Furn
Kassi Kirkpatrick Hsld Gds/Furn
Bryan Basco Hsld Gds/Furn
Shana Sterkenburg Hsld Gds/Furn
Nenone Ciuciu Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Jeffrey Childs Art,Taxidermied Animals
Wynn Hobdy Hsld Gds/Furn
Ashley Tucker Off Furn/Mach/Equip, TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces, Musical

Instruments, Art Supplies, Decoration, Art
Michelle Smith Hsld Gds/Furn
Linda Yaghyazarian Hsld Gds/Furn
Cristal Prado Hsld Gds/Furn
James Dunn Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Chase Gross Hsld Gds/Furn
Candace Dozer Hsld Gds/Furn
Jacqueline Cohen Hsld Gds/Furn
Sean Burke Hsld Gds/Furn
Cassandra Modrell Hsld Gds/Furn
Charles Mills Hsld Gds/Furn
Tina Murray Hsld Gds/Furn
Donn Filice Hsld Gds/Furn
Sean Burke Hsld Gds/Furn
James Druckenmiller Hsld Gds/Furn
David Welch Acctng Rcrds/Sales Sampls
Jacqueline McHale Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #536, 24781 Clinton Keith Rd. Wildomar, CA 92595, 951-304-3700
Jesus Cubacub Hsld Gds/Furn
Joseph Matthis Hsld Gds/Furn
Jason Salazar Hsld Gds/Furn
Thomas Dusek Hsld Gds/Furn, Acctng Rcrds/Sales Sampls
Joe Gomez Jr Hsld Gds/Furn
Amy Francis Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Terry Cross Hsld Gds/Furn
Mishael Arbuthnot Hsld Gds/Furn
Susan Diaz Hsld Gds/Furn
Joseph Grajeda Hsld Gds/Furn
Elionzo Mares Hsld Gds/Furn
Michael Talbot Hsld Gds/Furn
Madison Shields Hsld Gds/Furn
Anthony Arnold Hsld Gds/Furn
Katie Everswick Hsld Gds/Furn
Courtney Lynch Hsld Gds/Furn
Brian Goodale Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #605, 17392Murphy Ave, Irvine, CA 92614, 949-222-0270
Cassandra Trujillo: Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/applnces
Victor Scott: Hsld Gds/Furn
Jeffery Allen Yothers: Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #670, 240 Hidden Valley Parkway Norco, CA 92860, 951-808-9400
Tyrone Richardson Hsld Gds/Furn
Haley Savin Hsld Gds/Furn
Jesus Encinas Hsld Gds/Furn
Anthony Williams Hsld Gds/Furn
Shawna L Woolsey Hsld Gds/Furn
Candace R Massiah Hsld Gds/Furn,Totes
Anthony Vega Tools/Applnces,Off Furn/Mach/Equip, Lndscpng/Cnstrctn

Equip
Casey Coleman Hsld Gds/Furn
Monique R Simpson Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Darren Handy Hsld Gds/Furn
Terry L Bradshaw Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Dennis Delemar Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Applnces, Off

Furn/Mach/Equip
Robert Orcasitas Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip, Tools/Applnces,Off Furn/

Mach/Equip, Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip
Rocky Mitchell Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #961, 4 Orion, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656, 949-484-7535
Luis Parra Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applnces, Clothing,Boxes
Samantha Savage Breit Hsld Gds/Furn
Brian Crocker Hsld Gds/Furn
Brian Crocker Hsld Gds/Furn
Yvette Rodriguez Hsld Gds/Furn,Camping Gear,Boxes
Mashell Herde Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Michelle Najera Hsld Gds/Furn
Daniel King Hsld Gds/Furn,Chrismas Lights
Kristijan Josovikj Hsld Gds/Furn,Clothes
James E Robinson Hsld Gds/Furn
Hortencia Najera Hsld Gds/Furn
Sean T Bradley Hsld Gds/Furn
Michael Chalfant Hsld Gds/Furn,Boxes,Tubs
Joel Groen Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip,Tools/Applces, Boxes
LS #1120 999 E. Mission Rd, SanMarcos, CA 92069, 760-539-3180
Antonio Dalba Hsld Gds/Furn
James Allen Betts Hsld Gds/Furn
Donna Rueger Hsld Gds/Furn
Hector Arellano Hsld Gds/Furn
Pamela Brown Hsld Gds/Furn
Lavonne Haun Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #1121, 11215 Indiana Ave, Riverside, CA 92503, 951-848-3835
Daniel Perez Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Shayann Austin Hsld Gds/Furn
Joseph Alessi Tools/Applnces
Joseph Alessi Tools/Applnces
Jackie Giron Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Marc Buhay Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Adriana Basso Hsld/Gds/Furn,
Elisa Heredia Hsld Gds/Furn
Kayla Kavanaugh Hsld Gds/Furn
Emmanuel Lekam Hsld Gds/Furn
Hernan Garcia Sprting Gds
Jason Secord Hsld Gds/Furn
Grace or Daniel Silva Hsld Gds/Furn
Myranda Escoto Hsld Gds/Furn
Jim Steven Flores Tools/Applnce
George Aguayo Hsld Gds/Furn
Maria Hutchingson Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #1123, 25093 Bay Ave, Moreno Valley, CA 92553, 951-567-7156
Gregory Callender Hsld Gds/Furn,Sprtng Gds
Cierra Sheppard Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Shirley Matthews Hsld Gds/Furn
Donald Dupree Tools/Applnces,Lndscpng/Cnstrctn Equip
Miracle Freeman Hsld Gds/Furn
Irvin Camacho Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Kyeshia Patton Hsld Gds/Furn,Off Furn/Mach/Equip
Juan Moreno Hsld Gds/Furn
Mildred Ortiz Hsld Gds/Furn
Robert Arrington Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Linda Reed Hsld Gds/Furn
Rebecca Hansen Hsld Gds/Furn
Marcus Bridges Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces,TV/Stereo Equip
Amy Hunter Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces,TV/Stereo Equip
Derek Galloway Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #1125, 34190 Camino Capistrano, Capistrano Beach, CA 92624, 949-245-7577
Michelle Zorn Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
Irineo Salinas Hsld Gds/Furn,Tools/Applnces
Kirby Krausgrill Hsld Gds/Furn,TV/Stereo Equip
LS #1159, 6742Westminster Blvd, Westminster, CA 92683, 657-272-7071
Joseph A Herrera Hsld Gds/Furn
Jeff Kenneth Tucker Hsld Gds/Furn
Nghia Nguyen Hsld Gds/Furn
Oldehaver Phoebe Hsld Gds/Furn
Joshua Coronado Hsld Gds/Furn
LS #8586, 4511 Riviera Shores St., San Diego, CA 92154, (619)-626-2130
J Ventura Villanueva Reyes Hsld Gds/Furn
Erik Beltran Hsld Gds/Furn
Sarah Skubski Hsld Gds/Furn

And, due notice having been given, to the owner of said property and all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the time specified in such notie for payment of such having expired, the
goods will be sold to the highest bidder or otherwise disposed of at a public auction to be held
online at www.StorageTreasures.com, which will end on Thursday, December 22, 2022 at
10:00am.
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Evelyn Hart
January 24, 1931 - November 23, 2022

Celebrating the Life of Evelyn Reese Hart
Born Willie Evelyn Reese on January 24, 1931 in Phoenix

Arizona, Evelyn Hart died on November 23, 2022 at age 91.
Her youth took her and her family from Oklahoma to Eugene,
Oregon and then to Pomona, California before settling in
Newport Beach in the 1950’s. She passed peacefully on her
own terms without medical aid after trying to recover from
a stroke. A wife, mother, sister, aunt, grandmother, great-
grandmother and great-great grandmother; she is survived
by many, especially her beloved husband of 65 years, John
Lynn Hart. Evelyn was also a wise and spiritual woman and
a devoted member of the Citizen Band Potawatomi Nation-
People of the Place of the Fire.
Evelyn lived her life to its fullest, and her positive energy

ensured a good time for herself and all those around her.
From working at NPB police department, to joining her
husband’s family business at Hart’s Sporting Goods, to
serving on the city’s park and recreation department, to city
council member, to mayor of Newport Beach, she never lost
her drive and energy to serve her city. She had a personal and
professional commitment to keep the city of Newport Beach
prosperous while respectively keeping intact its beautiful
environment. One of her proudest accomplishments is forever
preserving the view from development of the Back Bay at the
intersection of Coast Highway and Jamboree. Her love and
care for homeless animals is surpassed only by her support
for Newport’s elderly. “Newport’s Sweetheart” The Honorable
Evelyn Hart, was a hard working member of Oasis Senior
Services, Youth Employment Services, NPB Animal Shelter,
Stop Polluting Our Newport, AIRFARE, The Blind Institute of
Ca., Water Board of Ca., and the Coastline College Board.
Evelyn was also proudly named The Citizen of the Year and
dignitary of sister cities Osaka, Japan and Antibes, France.
Evelyn’s personal contributions to society are endless,

and those memories are left to the people who know her
best. Evelyn was loyal, encouraging and always had her
friends’ backs. Her infectious smile was beautiful. She loved
entertaining, boating, and gardening. Evelyn was a master
bridge player, a Native American beader and a slayer of
books. She was a leader who never stopped challenging to
better herself and her community. Evelyn Hart was truly a
grand lady.
There are no services planned at this time. In lieu of flowers,

please consider donating to the Newport Beach Animal
Shelter: 20302 Riverside Dr. Newport Beach, Ca 92660.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

housing and crime.
In Newport Beach, some

of the newly elected did
rely on big money contrib-
utions, often from devel-
opers, but there is rarely
rhetoric bandied about in
the elections. What is ever-
present, however, that
obscures democratic lean-
ings, is the use of extremely
distasteful campaign fliers
by political PACs.

I have been so caught up
in bemoaning our un-
democratic Council, that
the significance of Katrina
Foley’s announced victory
almost escaped me. For
one thing, the statistics of
the race for her seat on the
Board of Supervisor’s were

so close that the results
were only lately an-
nounced. So may we
rightly share in the celebra-
tion of the Democratic
victory for the county gov-
ernment: For the first time
in 40 years the Board is
dominated by the Demo-
cratic party. After the em-
barrassing show of poor
leadership during the pan-
demic, it is encouraging to
know that with Katrina’s
victory, the state repre-
sentatives will be able to
work more closely with the
county, and that funding
will be shepherded the
correct way, according to
Fullerton College professor
Jodi Balma. We can get
excited over the fact that
Katrina Foley will put cli-
mate concerns at the top of
the list for county projects,
unlike previous boards. She
will have the opportunity
to steer the county’s $8.8-
billion budget on a host of
key issues.

Lynn Lorenz
Newport Beach

WILL THE PRICE OF GAS
GO UP OR DOWN?

As I was about to drive
350-plus miles from La-
guna Beach to Carmel
Valley for Thanksgiving,
the following article in the
Hill caught my eye.

CLARKSBURG, W.Va. –
Starting Monday, Nov. 21,
the price of a gallon of gas
at hundreds of Sheetz sta-
tions will be $1.99.

The gas station chain
said the discount will last
through next Monday, Nov.
28. Only the price of Un-
leaded 88 is being dropped,
so the deal is only available
at the 368 locations Sheetz
sells that type of gasoline.

The $1.99 price falls
below the typical price of
gas at the moment. Accord-
ing to tracking by AAA, the
national average is cur-
rently $3.66 per gallon.
Even the cheapest state for
gas, Texas, still has an
average of $2.99.

As it turns out, there is
more to this story than
meets the eye (or price at
the pump). For people
who drive older cars
(pre-2001), the Sheetz deal

isn’t recommended. That’s
because Unleaded 88 or
E-15 gasoline has a higher
amount of ethanol and is
not compatible with every
vehicle.

Despite these bumps in
the road, I wish Big Oil
companies like Shell,
ExxonMobil, Chevron and
others had the courage to
follow Sheetz’s lead. I paid
a low of $5 a gallon before
leaving Orange County last
week, compared to nearly
$7 a gallon just a few
months ago. Is there a
downward trend in sight?

According to Patrick De
Haan, head of petroleum
analysis at GasBuddy, the
answer is yes. “Everyone
will be seeing relief at the
pump this week, with even
more substantial declines
on the way as oil prices
plummeted last week to
briefly trade under $80 per
barrel.”

I wonder what the price
of gas will be when
Hanukkah and Christmas
roll around?

Denny Freidenrich
Laguna Beach

Continued from page A4
HONOR

of the higher incomes
typically associated with a
college degree. These are
the kind of folks that are
more likely to require gov-
ernment assistance, while
contributing less to govern-
ment tax rolls.

Another factor to con-
sider is that about 40 per-
cent of federal student loan
debt is for post-graduate
programs — and no, these
degrees aren’t guaranteed
to automatically produce
income levels sufficient to
easily handle the debt. Do
we really want to discour-
age young people from
pursuing masters degrees
and PhDs, which are vital

to maintaining our global
competitiveness?

One of the aspects of the
student loan crisis that I
find most troubling is the
lack of compassion shown
by some Americans toward
struggling borrowers. We
hear comments along the
lines of “They knew what
they were getting into” and
“I shouldn’t have to help
pay for their fancy de-
grees.”

And for those who won-
der why we should treat
student loans differently,
the answer is that we al-
ready do.

A little known fact is that
federal law makes it nearly
impossible to have student
loan debt discharged in
bankruptcy. Credit card
debt, yes. Gambling debt,

sure. But not student loans.
This point is driven home
in an excellent new docu-
mentary, “Loan Wolves,” by
veteran journalist and
filmmaker Blake Zeff.

(I make a brief appear-
ance in the documentary,
which premieres on
MSNBC Dec. 11 at 10 p.m.
and thereafter will stream
on Peacock.)

Keep in mind that many
borrowers were very young,
some just 17 or 18 years old
when they signed up. They
were probably bursting
with optimism and excited
about the earnings poten-
tial they’d have with a col-
lege degree. I doubt they
knew anything about com-
pound interest or the pos-
sibility that the original
amount owed could bal-

loon over time.
Now they’re drowning in

debt and questioning
whether it was all worth it.

If someone is drowning,
do we stop to reconsider
before throwing them a
lifeline?

I hope not. I hope that
we pull them out of the
water, and after they are
safe we figure out how to
fix a broken system that
pulls many well-meaning
student loan borrowers so
easily underwater in the
first place.

Continued from page A4
DEBT

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.

pensary and the new one in
Costa Mesa are supplied
and served by Taft’s Mea-
sure X businesses in a verti-
cal model that keeps opera-
tions local.

“We’re self-distributing
everything,” he said. “We
can honestly say the prod-
ucts we make come from
Orange County. We have
grows in Santa Ana for our
products, and we package
them here in Costa Mesa.”

In addition to the Harbor
Boulevard store, 420 Cen-
tral in Santa Ana is expand-
ing to fill out its 25,000-
square-foot space to in-
clude marijuana cultiva-
tion and a consumption
lounge — both of which
have been sanctioned by
the city.

Taft also envisions ex-
panding in Costa Mesa and
has partnered with another

cannabis retailer on a joint
effort across Harbor Boule-
vard from 420 Central
Newport Mesa called South
Coast Safe Access. While
that application recently
hit a snag at the planning
commission level, owners
say they are confident an

appeal will be successful.
Meanwhile, the new

Costa Mesa dispensary is
getting decked out and will
soon feature murals of lo-
cal beach scenes and other
coastal effects. A grand-
opening celebration is
planned for Dec. 16, from 7

a.m. to 10 p.m., and will in-
clude vendors and special
discounts to welcome new
customers.

Costa Mesa Mayor John
Stephens, a supporter of
retail cannabis, was among
the dispensary’s first cus-
tomers.

“I think it’s exciting that
[dispensaries] are starting
to open,” Stephens said
Thursday. “As more canna-
bis businesses open, peo-
ple will be the positive
benefits to the city, not just
in terms of tax dollars but
making shopping centers
look nicer and providing
24/7 security with light-
ing.”

While not providing spe-
cific details, Stephens indi-
cated he did make a pur-
chase.

“On the record, I bought
some things,” he said. “It’s
legal.”

Continued from page A8
SHOP

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

ROBERT TAFT JR. stands inside his newly opened 420
Central Newport Mesa store on Wednesday in Costa Mesa. It
is the first shop among 12 approved so far to open.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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Learn more. (800) 553-6537
gnpweb.com/ChooseGNP

Premier, top-quality care from GNP physicians who always put you first. With direct access
to your primary care physician and telehealth options 24/7/365, GNP remains dedicated
to providing personalized care to help you maintain your best health. Get access to one
of the most highly acclaimed, independent physician organizations in Southern California.
With GNP — 1,800+ combined years in primary care practice.

YOU TRUST US BECAUSE
WE KNOW YOU
150+ primary care doctors. 1,100+ specialists.
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Enjoy an evening of festive cheer at this concert featuring
your favorite holiday songs from Broadway shows and
Hollywood films!

Mavis Staples
with Kandace Springs

See an evening
of incomparable
female vocalists
that is not
to be missed.

Your home
for the
holidays!

Dec 9–18 ABT’s The Nutcracker

Dec 20 Alton Brown LIVE Beyond the Eats–
The Holiday Variant

Dec 23 Fiesta Navidad

Jan 1 Salute to Vienna NewYear’s Concert
December 23 • 7:30 pm

December 9 • 8 pm
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December 15-17 • 7:30 pm

The
Broadway Hollywood
Holiday Songbook

Kerry O’Malley

Aaron Lazar

MEDIA PARTNER

Segerstrom Center Presents

scfta.org • 714.556.2787
600 Town Center Drive, Costa Mesa


