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Stumpy’s Hatchet House is an
established franchise on the East
Coast.

Throwing a hatchet into a
wood target somehow is a re-
minder of a rainy climate with
lumberjacks.

Southern California doesn’t
really have either of those. Hunt-
ington Beach native Eric LaShelle
hadn’t thrown a hatchet since he
was in Boy Scouts, but he and his
wife, Adriana, were still intrigued
by the idea of opening a new lo-
cation.

“It just seemed fun, and no-
body had heard of it in Califor-
nia,” Eric said. “It was a cool
challenge ... There’s not a lot of
California lumberjacks. We have

our hipsters.”
All are welcome at the first

Stumpy’s to exist on the West
Coast. The Huntington Beach
hatchet-throwing venue opened
its doors this week at 7225
Edinger Ave., Unit A.

The business houses nine pits,
each with two boards. Customers
need to sign a waiver and there
are “pit bosses” that go over the
rules, which include wearing
closed-toe shoes and no trick
shots. There are also common-
sense rules, like not going into
the pit when someone else is
ready to throw.

Hourlong sessions go for $30
per person, with discounts for
longer amounts of time and for
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KALIE PETERSON hits the bull’s-eye as she throws hatchets at the West Coast opening of Stumpy’s Hatchet House in Huntington Beach.

Stumpy’sHatchetHouseopens in
H.B. afterbeing temporarilyaxed

OWNERS ERIC and Adriana LaShelle with their son, Nikko, at one
of the throw pits of Stumpy's Hatchet House in Huntington Beach.

BYMATT SZABO

See Hatchet, page A4

Costa Mesa city officials are
beefing up compensation for
hard-to-fill staffing positions to
entice top-notch candidates to
work and stay on the payroll, in-
cluding a $40,000 annual bump in
pay for City Manager Lori Ann
Farrell Harrison.

In a meeting Tuesday, City
Council members dedicated up to
$640,000 annually to create com-
petitive pay packages for part-
time and full-time positions
across departments. Positions in-
clude engineers, building inspec-
tors, police communications,
community services leaders and
lifeguards.

Human Resources Manager
Kasama Lee said staff compared
Costa Mesa’s pay rates, benefits
and employee retirement contrib-
utions to those in Huntington
Beach, Newport Beach, Santa
Ana, Irvine and Fountain Valley.

The adjustments would bring
long-term benefits to the city,
while the $320,000 price tag for
fiscal year 2021-22 could be ab-
sorbed by adjustments to the
city’s adopted budget.

“There will be savings from
fewer position recruitments, less
employee turnover, fewer tempo-
rary staffing contracts and less re-
liance on consultant services,”
Lee said. “In addition, there will
be increased productivity and op-
erational efficiencies across the
organization.”

Finance and Pension and Ad-

Costa
Mesa
beefsup
salaries at
CityHall

See Salaries, page A2

CityCouncilmembers
dedicateup to$640,000
annually to create
competitivepackages
forhard-to-fill jobs.
BY SARA CARDINE

The Laguna Beach City Council
is scheduled to meet for the only
time during December on Tues-
day, and will determine the city’s
next mayor and mayor pro tem-
pore.

For the first time in three years,
the expectation is that the coastal
town will have a new mayor.

Bob Whalen, who has served as
the mayor of Laguna Beach in
three consecutive terms since
2019, indicated that he believes
that there will be a transition with
a new council member leading
the five-person panel in the year
to come.

“It’s the meeting where we do
transition mayors,” Whalen said
on the Laguna Beach City Chats
podcast on Thursday.

“We haven’t done that in the
last couple of years. I’ve been,
three years running now, the may-
or, but I’m confident there will be
a change Tuesday night, and most
likely, our mayor pro tem Sue
Kempf, I think, will be the likely
choice of the council.”

Whalen was asked to look back
on the defining moments of his
tenure as mayor.

“The most memorable, I think,
has to be just dealing with the re-

Laguna
Beach
ready to
pick next
mayor
In its onlymeeting this
month onTuesday, the
City Council is expected
to choose a newmember
to lead its panel.
BYANDREWTURNER

SeeMayor, page A2

A jury on Friday convicted an
Orange County man of first-degree
murder for the death of a friend
who drowned after being shot
three times during a late-night
boat excursion off the Dana Point
Harbor in 2019.

The verdict rejected a self-de-
fense case put forth by Hoang
“Wayne” Xuan Le 40, who testified
he didn’t know Tri “James” Minh
Dao had died until he was arrested
for his murder two months later.

It follows three weeks of testi-
mony that included acquaint-

ances, some paid informants, who
spoke of Le discussing plans to kill
Dao, then boasting of the murder
afterward. It also follows the re-
moval of a juror who, during the
fourth full day of deliberation, said
pressure from other jurors was
hurting her mental health, then
later in the day said she was con-
sidering harming herself if forced
to continue.

U.S. District Judge David O.
Carter authorized the juror to re-
ceive free counseling through a
federal court employee assistance

Orange County man guilty
in maritime murder trial

File Photo

DANA POINT HARBOR is shown. A man was convicted in the death
of a friend who drowned after being shot three times off the coast.

BYMEGHANNM. CUNIFF

See Trial, page A3

It felt a lot like Christmas at the
Sawdust Art Festival on Saturday,
as guests walked through the
gates into an enchanting outdoor
marketplace with festive holiday
reminders throughout.

Winter Fantasy, which runs
through Dec. 19, offers an oppor-
tunity for art collectors and en-
thusiasts to, once again, interact
with more than 150 artists and
shop for their work.

The winter showcase, now in
its 31st year, has seen the return
of the public to the Sawdust Art
Festival grounds following the
traditional festival season.

Winter Fantasy opens its doors
weekends only, making it a hot
commodity with a total of 11 days
of access. There will be three
days remaining as of Sunday.

“I feel like it’s been a really
popular season,” Franky
Duschane, director of marketing
and public relations for the Saw-

Art fans flock toWinterFantasy inLagunaBeach

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

JOESELPH entertains the crowdonDec. 4 duringWinter Fantasy at the Sawdust Art Festival in LagunaBeach.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Fantasy, page A4



A2 SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2021 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

SAN DIEGO FWY (405) AT BRISTOL ST. 800.782.8888 SOUTHCOASTPLAZA.COM @SouthCoastPlaza #SCPStyle

the art
OF GIVING

HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS
CB2 • Crate and Barrel Home Store • Frette
Lovesac • Mitchell Gold + Bob Williams • Pottery Barn
Pottery Barn Kids • Pottery Barn Outdoor • RH
Sur La Table • Universal Appliance • West Elm
Williams Sonoma • YellowKorner • Z Gallerie

HOLIDAY SPARKLE
Bvlgari • Cartier • Chanel Fine Jewelry • Chopard
David Yurman • Harry Winston • Mikimoto • Pandora
Swarovski • Tiffany & Co. • Van Cleef & Arpels

HOLIDAY FOR HER
Alexander McQueen • Balenciaga • Bottega Veneta
Chanel • Christian Louboutin • Coach • Diesel
Dior • Fendi • Gucci • Intermix • Jimmy Choo
Kate Spade New York • Lafayette 148 New York
Maje • Monique Lhuillier • Oscar de la Renta
Saint Laurent • Salvatore Ferragamo • Sandro
Valentino • Weekend Max Mara

NEW FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Baccarat • Canada Goose • Läderach Chocolatier Suisse
Sock Harbor • Squishable • The Wrapper

TIMELESS TREASURES
A. Lange & Söhne • Audemars Piguet • IWC
Jaeger-LeCoultre • Omega • Panerai • Piaget
Tag Heuer • Tourneau • Vacheron Constantin

For holiday
gift ideas:

ACROSS
1 Fish tank wall
buildup
5 Sand particle
10 As __ as a baby's
bottom
14 Ice cream
scoop holder
15 AM/FM device
16 Remedy
17 Leave out
18 Not feeling well
20 Selleck or
Arnold
21 Table supports
22 Plucked
instruments
23 Show to be
true
25 Way off
26 Desert illusion
28 Lifts with effort
31 Put on a
pedestal
32 Baby's utensil
34 Grown-__; big
people
36 Speak wildly
37 Gave walking
papers to
38 Annoying
faucet sound
39 "__ Loves You";
Beatles song
40 Alfalfa bundles
41 Early autumn
baby
42 Most peculiar
44 Slow graceful
dance
45 Polish off
46 Hut
47 Goblet parts
50 Achy
51 CD followers
54 Disloyal
57 Joint with a cap
58 Broadcasts
59 Tenant's
contract
60 __ tea
61 All __; used up
62 Kick out
63 Disarray

DOWN
1 Robert Burns or
Sean Connery
2 Singer Perry
3 No better than

before
4 Bumped into
5 Mourn
6 Andes or
Rockies
7 __ up; totals
8 Three, in old
Rome
9 Refusals

10 Scrubs
11 Remove from
power
12 Unrestrained
13 Kennedy &
Koppel
19 Unadorned
21 Theater box
24 Extraordinary

25 Vittles
26 One of the
planets
27 Montana's
neighbor
28 Does garden
work
29 Reason for a
bumpy flight
30 Church topper
32 Gritty residue
33 Prefix for
school or paid
35 Quarrel
37 Swift
38 Enjoy a feast
40 Cruel man
41 Not taped
43 Death
44 Tidbit
46 Monopoly
player's purchase
47 Antlered
animal
48 The Bee Gees,
e.g.
49 Make money
50 Daytime serial
52 Charges
53 Diploma
equivalents, for
short
55 Vaudevillian
Olsen
56 Actor Harrison
57 Novak or
Basinger

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

visory Committee Chair
Ralph Taboda suggested
the council look beyond
the current fiscal year
when making a determi-
nation.

“Those are costs you
should know, I believe, be-
fore you vote, because
that’s going to be a recur-
ring cost for the rest of the
life of this city,” he said.

Ultimately, the council
approved the increases in
a 7-0 vote. Councilman
Manuel Chavez said it was
important to show city
employees are valued.

“We understand on this

dais that when we vote on
things, it’s you who imple-
ments them,” he said.
“This is one small step,
one small token, for us to
fully demonstrate how
much we care about you.”

Also Tuesday, council
members approved a raise
in base pay for Farrell Har-
rison, from $260,000 to
$300,000, along with an in-
creased employee retire-
ment contribution and the
option to use a city-owned
vehicle or accept a $575
monthly vehicle allow-
ance.

The move follows a per-
formance evaluation con-
ducted last month by an
ad-hoc committee, which
included a salary survey of

comparable city man-
agers.

It was Farrell Harrison’s
first evaluation since she
started in July 2019.

Mayor Pro Tem Andrea
Marr said, even with the
most rigorous search proc-
ess, it can be rare to find a
city leader who matches
the council’s mission,
goals and values.

“With Ms. Farrell Harri-
son, we’ve been able to ac-
complish a tremendous
amount in the last 29
months,” she added.

“I don’t think there’s
anybody who could do it
better.”

Continued from page A1
SALARIES

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

sponse to COVID,” Whalen
said. “It was otherworldly
in March of 2020 when we
were looking at staying
home and shutting down
the city.

“We shut down the
beaches for 41 days. We
were interfacing with the
governor’s office and got
those back reopened, and
just responding, too, on a
daily basis to decide what’s
the right thing to do here
for our community to keep
us safe, but to keep our
businesses at the same
time alive.”

Under its consent calen-

dar, the council plans to
consider a resolution that
would allow for the city’s
public meetings to contin-
ue to be virtual.

The resolution says that
public meetings are being
held during a state of
emergency and that if
meetings were held exclu-
sively in an in-person
manner, it “would present
imminent risks to the
health and safety of at-
tendees.”

The council will also
consider a 60-day exten-
sion of the city’s emer-
gency declaration with re-
spect to the COVID-19
pandemic. Since the local
emergency was declared
on March 17, 2020, there

have been 11 extensions.
Approval of the resolu-

tion gives the city man-
ager, Shohreh Dupuis, the
ability to issue and enforce
regulations designed to
mitigate the spread of the
virus.

The Omicron variant
has become a new cause
for concern for the health
community.

The regular meeting will
begin at 5 p.m. with op-
tions to participate in per-
son and online.

The meeting can be
viewed on Cox cable chan-
nel 852, as well as via
Zoom.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LAGUNA BEACHMayor Pro Tem Sue Kempf, from left, Mayor Bob Whalen and
Councilwoman Toni Iseman begin an in-chambers meeting on April 6.

Continued from page A1
MAYOR

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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Find out if this treatment is right for you.

Register for our Zoom event atmemorialcare.org/OCETevent.

Now you can get back to the simple things, whether it’s writing a letter, cooking, or combing your hair,
all with a minimally invasive procedure. Learn about the new MR-guided Focused Ultrasound treatment
offered through Orange Coast Medical Center – only one of two centers in Southern California to offer
this procedure – to treat ET and tremor-dominant Parkinson’s disease in the dominant hand.

We’re here with incisionless essential
tremor (ET) treatment.

Learnmore at a free Zoomevent on Tuesday, January 25, 2022, from 6– 7 p.m.

RITZY LUNCH IS BACK!

RESERVE YOUR TABLE TODAY
949-673-6585

Traditional Holiday Fare
Served December 1st - 24th
Wednesday - Friday 11:30am - 4pm

TheBungalowRestaurant.com

the holidays are happening at

2441 East Coast Highway Corona del Mar, CA 92625

Join us on Christmas Eve 11am - 2pm

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

program before moving in an
alternate juror and ordering
deliberation to begin anew.
He extended the offer on Fri-
day to all jurors.

Carter scheduled Le’s sen-
tencing for Feb. 28. Le’s co-
defendant, Sheila Ritze, is to
be tried next; a pretrial con-
ference is scheduled Monday
morning. Both have been in
jail since their arrests in De-
cember 2019.

Dao’s mother, who at-
tended every day of the trial,
cried after the verdict and
told a reporter she was grate-
ful for the hard work of the
prosecutors, assistant U.S.
attorneys Greg Scally and
Greg Staples.

The jury’s verdict em-
braces prosecutors’ theory
that Le and Ritze plotted
Dao’s murder, with a convic-
tion for conspiracy to com-
mit murder as well as using a
firearm during a crime of vi-
olence.

Jurors had the option of
second-degree murder or
manslaughter, but Scally said
in his closing argument
Dec. 3 that the evidence
clearly showed a pre-
meditated conspiracy.

“I want you to call this
what this is: murder,” Scally
told jurors.

Le’s lawyers, Craig Wilke
and Sheila Sarah Mojtehedi,
declined to speak to report-
ers after the verdict, but they
pushed in trial a self-defense
narrative that worked to cast
Dao as the aggressor. Wilke

described Le as “not the
sharpest knife in the drawer”
during this closing argument
Dec. 3, reminding jurors of
an expert’s testimony that he
had a mental impairment
and lacked the ability to
plan.

The case was brought in
federal court under maritime
jurisdiction law, but Wilke ar-
gued federal authorities were
essentially doing a favor for
Dao’s brother, who was an
FBI informant and was close
with the lead investigator.

He also emphasized that
key witnesses didn’t come
forward until after Le and
Ritze’s arrest and that their
stories simply parroted a
narrative that had been pro-
vided to them through a U.S.
attorney’s office news release
and related news reports, in-
cluding a Los Angeles Times
article.

Ritze’s mother in law, San-
dra Ritze, used in her written
statement to prosecutors the
same word the news release
used to describe the lobster-
fishing trip Ritze and Le took
Dao on — “guise” — but she
misspelled it.

“Usually the conclusion
follows the investigation. The
conclusion doesn’t start the
investigation. But I submit to
you that’s what happened
here with the FBI’s investiga-
tion.”

But Scally reminded jurors
that the witnesses who said
they heard Le talk of plans to
kill Dao didn’t believe him
until after they learned Dao’s
body had turned up in the
Pacific Ocean.

“A body turns up, and you

reconsider whether you
should keep that informa-
tion to yourself,” Scally said.

Le took the stand in his
defense, testifying that the
trip was a genuine lobster-
fishing trip that took a scary
turn when Dao lost his tem-
per and pointed a gun at Le
when Le refused to loan him
money.

Prosecutors said Le was
actually motivated by Dao’s
life insurance policy. They
said Le had discussed killing
Dao because Dao owed him
$30,000 to $40,000, which he
thought he could recover
from a life insurance policy
through Dao’s longtime girl-
friend, Natalie Nguyen.

Le placed a GPS tracker on
Nguyen’s car and testified he
did so because he wondered
where Dao was and wanted
to try to find him, but he ad-
mitted in cross-examination
that the tracker was for Ngu-
yen, not Dao.

Prosecutors also said Le’s
claim that he thought Dao
might have swam back to
shore was unbelievable. The
boat was 3 miles off the Dana
Point Harbor when Le shot
him.

“Ironman triathlons don’t
even involve a 3-mile swims.
I think they’re 2.4,” Scally told
the jury. “And in Ironmans,
they don’t do them fully
clothed, in the middle of the
night with nobody else
around, with two bullet holes
in them, bleeding profusely
from blunt-force trauma
wounds.”

Continued from page A1
TRIAL

MEGHANN M. CUNIFF is a
contributor to Times OC.
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Give your home
the protection
it deserves.

Chip Stassel Ins Agcy Inc
Chip Stassel, Agent
Ins Lic #0C08488
Bus: 949-723-4000
chip@chipstassel.com

Your home is where you
make some of your best
memories, and that’s
worth protecting. I’m
here to help.
LET’S TALK.

1708136

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Dirty Raingutters
It’s that time of year! Call now to

schedule a free estimate for rain gutter
cleaning or repair.

714-319-7505
Cool Shades Raingutter Cleaning

www.coolshadespaint.com

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you’re
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has

what you need!
CLASSIFIED
(714) 966-4600

FIND
an apartment
through classified

FIND
an

apartment
through
classified

CONTACT US
Carol Cormaci
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carol.cormaci@latimes.com

———
Raymond Arroyo
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(714) 966-4608

———
Address

10540 Talbert Ave.,
Suite 300 West,

Fountain Valley, CA 92708
———

Business Office
(714) 966-4600

Newsroom
(714) 966-4699

Sports
(714) 966-4612

TCN Classifieds
800-234-4444

TCN Legal Phone
888-881-6181

TCN Legal Email
LALegal@latimes.com

COMPANY INFO

The Daily Pilot,
established in 1907, is
published Wednesday

through Sunday by Times
Community News, a
division of the Los

Angeles Times.
Subscriptions are
available only by

subscribing to The Times,
Orange County.

© 2021 Times Community News.
All rights reserved.

A Times Community News publication incorporating
the Huntington Beach Independent, Coastline Pilot,

Orange Coast Daily Pilot and the Newport Harbor
News Press combined with Daily Pilot

group play. There are a
restaurant and bar inside,
as well as a “mosh pit” in
the back that features a
larger TV, a big set of Jenga
blocks and a more lounge
type of vibe.

Stationed in each area is
a “bull’s-eye bell.” The
LaShelles’ son Nikko, 12,
has gotten quite good at
throwing bull’s-eyes.

Technically Stumpy’s
throwers must be at least 18
years old, but there are
plans for a family night in
the future, as well as a
Wednesday night league.

Beer and hatchets may
not seem to mix, but not to
worry, customers have su-
pervision.

The Stumpy’s corporate
website emphasizes social
distancing between groups,
private pits and sanitized
surfaces.

“When it gets rowdy in
here, it’s actually really
cool,” Adriana LaShelle
said.

The staff of 12 people in-
cludes general manager
Fawn Rinalduzzi, a long-
time family friend of the
LaShelles with a back-

ground in startup compa-
nies and hospitality.

“I think we’re going to kill
it,” Rinalduzzi said.

“I think this is kind of the
trend nowadays, beyond
just going out to have a bite
or going to a bar. Having an
experience or an activity, I
know that’s what I look for
now when I go out. It’s a
date night, it’s good for
bachelorette and bachelor
parties, team building. It’s
endless. We can do birthday
parties, we can do retire-
ment parties, we can do
‘axe your ex’ divorce
parties.”

Whether it’s just for fun
or for letting off steam, the
LaShelles believe in the
product. They’re happy to
finally open for business,
after the coronavirus pan-
demic almost put an axe to
the business.

Getting all the paperwork
complete during COVID-19
was problematic, Adriana
said, and construction took
about seven months.

The unit was formerly a
mattress store.

“There was no plumbing,
there was no electricity ev-
erywhere, there was no
framing,” she said.

“I mean, there was noth-
ing. We created that kitchen
out of nothing. When we
open another one, we will
hopefully open an old
restaurant. Then it will be a
lot quicker.”

Yes, maybe Stumpy’s will
take off in Southern Califor-
nia. Kaylista Desa, who was
hired as a pit boss, wouldn’t
bet against it.

“I had never thrown, but
I had seen all of the videos
that are online,” Desa said.
“It’s a lot more fun than I
thought it would be.”

Reservations are encour-
aged and can be made on-
line by visiting the Hunting-
ton Beach location’s web-
site, Facebook page or by
calling (714) 980-1402.

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

A PLAYER lines up the bull’s-eye on the target boards at Stumpy’s Hatchet House.

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

Continued from page A1
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dust Art Festival, said.
“Everybody’s hungry for
unique art, for unique gifts,
and of course, people are
coming together for the
holidays again.

“They’re seeing their
families and their loved
ones again, so I think
they’re trying to com-
memorate them with spe-
cial unique gifts, and espe-
cially experiences, so
they’re coming here and
having a lovely experience
outside in the canyon with
the arts.”

Nikolai Erngren, who
said he has shown his work
at the Sawdust Art Festival
for more than 20 seasons,
had an assortment of
mixed media creations, in-
cluding heart-shaped mag-
nets, nature’s creatures and
clocks, some with wagging
tails ticking off the seconds.

“I learned fairly early,
when I came to this coun-
try, I had to invent a job for
myself,” said Erngren, who
is Swedish. “I’ve never been
employed, nor will I ever
be, because the thought is
awful. I made myself an art-
ist. I made a decision that
I’m going to try to live off
my wits.

“I also realized that in or-
der to sell a lot easier, it
helps if it’s immediately ob-
vious what it is I’m selling. I

made peculiar shapes that I
couldn’t sell if they didn’t
have a function, and then I
realized when I put the
clockwork in, then they be-
come a functional thing
that people can immedi-
ately relate to.”

Suzi White and Courtney
Finch shared a booth after
operating as neighbors at

prior festival appearances.
Their stand drew a crowd,
as White had colored Santa
hats furnished from yarn,
and Finch had an assort-
ment of handcrafted jew-
elry available.

“The Santa hats started
about four or five years
ago,” said White, who add-
ed she has shown her work

at Winter Fantasy for nine
years.

“Ever since then, it’s just
taken over, and it was actu-
ally a lot of the artists who
were wearing them, which
was kind of cool. It’s just so
fun seeing people walking
around with some. It just
makes it so festive and just
super fun and cute.”

Admission to Winter Fan-
tasy is $10 for adults, $7 for
seniors and $5 for children
between 6 and 12. Attend-
ees also have the opportu-
nity to take pictures with
Santa.

Live musical perform-
ances take place from three
different stages, with space
dedicated for an audience
to sit and watch.

A crowd stood next to the
entrance on Saturday after-

noon, as the El Morro Ele-
mentary Honors Chorus lit
up the facility with its ren-
dition of various holiday
singalongs, including
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer” and “Jingle
Bells.”

Eric Smith of Monterey
Park shared his experience
at Winter Fantasy, indicat-
ing that it was a case of
both mutual and independ-
ent interests driving his trip
to Laguna Beach.

While his partner comes
for the shopping, he enjoys
taking photos of the atmos-
phere and the artwork on
display.

“My significant other is
shopping for herself,”
Smith said. “I do a little
shopping. I’m a photogra-
pher, so I walk around, take

some candid shots and sit
and listen to music while
she’s shopping.”

Smith also remarked that
Winter Fantasy is returning
to form, leaving parking
spots in high demand for
those looking to attend the
festival.

“It’s surprising,” Smith
said. “Last time, we came
down around the same
time, around 10 o’clock,
and we found easy parking.
This year, we came down
the same time, and we had
to park in one of the lots
and take a shuttle, which is
fantastic and easy, but I’m
surprised at the number of
people that showed up this
year.”

Continued from page A1
FANTASY

CHILDREN PLAYwith animals at the Itty Bitty Petting Zoo.
Photosby
KevinChang
StaffPhotographer

BRUCE FREUND
heats up a glass
creation as he
gives a glass-
blowing
demonstration
during Winter
Fantasy.

ARTIST
NIKOLAI

ERNGREN,
shown in
his booth

during
Winter

Fantasy in
Laguna
Beach.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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