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The Promenade on Forest in
Laguna Beach opened to the
public nearly seven months ago,
born out of the struggles of local
businesses desperate from the
hardship and restrictions brought
on because of the coronavirus
pandemic.

It started as an experiment to
see how a pedestrian plaza would
provide a boost to the downtown
area of Laguna Beach for both
restaurants and retail.

Initially scheduled to go
through last summer, the City
Council eventually extended it
through January.

Back in session for the first
time in 2021 on Tuesday night,
the Laguna Beach City Council
considered making the Prome-
nade on Forest a permanent fix-
ture.

Discussion led to the council
unanimously voting to continue
the Promenade on Forest in its
current state through January
2024.

A citywide outdoor dining and
retail display program is also be-
ing extended through the end of
this year. The temporary use per-
mits for the program were set to
expire at the end of April, Assist-
ant City Manager Shohreh
Dupuis said.

Laguna Beach Mayor Bob
Whalen amended a recom-
mendation by city staff that
called for the approval of the con-
version of lower Forest Avenue to
a permanent pedestrian plaza.

“I think … what I want to do is
start the process, gather the in-
formation, understand the cost,”
Whalen said.
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OUTDOOR DINING on newly built decks are one of the new features of the Promenade on Forest in
downtown Laguna Beach, which opened to the public on June 15, 2020.

Laguna Beach extends life
of Promenade on Forest
BYANDREWTURNER

See Forest, page A2

Ten grueling months into the co-
ronavirus pandemic — which has so far
infected nearly 200,000 Orange County
residents and claimed 2,179 lives —
county leaders on Wednesday dared to
dream an end to the devastation may fi-
nally be in sight.

County supervisors joined with health
and public safety agency representatives
on the Disneyland lot in Anaheim,
where a COVID-19 vaccine distribution
center began earlier that day dosing first
responders, healthcare professionals
and residents 65 and older.

Officials anticipate the “super POD”
(point of distribution) will soon be able
to distribute 7,000 doses of the vaccine
per day with the ability to ramp up as
more supplies become available.

“Today marks an important step in
combating COVID-19 and reclaiming
our lives and livelihoods from the grip of
the pandemic,” Orange County Board of
Supervisors Chair Andrew Do said in a
news conference. “With these vaccines,
we will triumph and overcome the big-
gest challenge of our generation.”

Officials have teamed with the Orange
County Fire Authority to oversee the ad-
ministration of COVID-19 vaccinations
in an effort dubbed “Operation Inde-
pendence,” as the goal is to see most
county residents vaccinated by the
Fourth of July.

“That means businesses can open.
That means children go back to school
and get the education they need and the
experience they’re lacking,” Fourth Dis-
trict Supervisor Doug Chaffee said
Wednesday.

Smaller sites in Anaheim and Irvine
that had been vaccinating first respond-
ers and eligible residents prior to the
opening of the super POD were closed
to accommodate the countywide shift
to the Disneyland super POD.

One remaining facility at a Hunting-
ton Beach fire training center will con-
tinue to offer vaccines to the public

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

NURSEKaren L. Simerlink prepares a
dose of COVID-19 vaccine at the Central
Net Training Center inHuntingtonBeach.

‘End of
COVID-19
is in
sight’
O.C. officials expressoptimism
at thenewDisneylandvaccine
distributioncenter,which
maysoonbeable togive
out7,000dosesdaily.
BY SARA CARDINE

See COVID-19, page A4

Karen Pierce woke up on Oct. 19, 2020,
and went on Instagram.

The day was not unique, except it was
the day after the Laguna Beach resident’s
65th birthday. Not that any of her friends
knew that.

Pierce said she had always “flat-out lied”
about her age, claiming that she was years
younger. Nobody’s hurt by a little fib, right?

While on social media that October day,
Pierce saw that Sports Illustrated had
started its annual Swimsuit Search compe-
tition.

“I was laying in bed,” Pierce said. “I
thought, ‘That’s what I’m going to do for
my birthday. I’m going to enter the Sports
Illustrated swimsuit competition, and I’m

going to have to tell the world that I’m 65.’
“It was really empowering. It was like I

carried this burden for so many years, be-
ing ashamed of my age and hiding from it.”

Pierce, a single mother of two originally
from England (her first name is pro-
nounced “Caw-ren”), has lived in Orange
County since 1985. Like most people, 2020
had been a tough year.

Her business selling high-end luxury
items and women’s accessories wasn’t do-
ing well.

“The only thing I was selling was slip-
pers,” she said with a laugh. “I did a roaring
trade in slippers.”

Her teenagers Alexandra, now 19, and
Nico, 17, were forced home from school,
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KAREN PIERCEwalks near Emerald Bay in Laguna Beach. Pierce, 65, has entered this year’s Sports Illustrated swimsuit competition.

‘Age does not define you’
“I was laying in
bed. I thought,
‘That’s what I’m
going to do for my
birthday. I’m going
to enter the Sports
Illustrated
swimsuit
competition,
and I’m going to
have to tell the
world that I’m 65.’ ”

— Karen Pierce
Laguna Beach resident

When she turned 65 in October, Laguna Beach resident Karen
Pierce decided to enter the Sports Illustrated swimsuit competition.

BYMATT SZABO

See Pierce, page A3

All new commercial activ-
ities in Newport Harbor will
now be required to obtain a
marine activities permit. No
exemptions.

Newport Beach City Council
members approved in a 5-1
vote the recommended
changes and additional revi-
sions that cropped up during
discussion of the permits,
which are required of busi-
nesses that operate or par-
tially operate on the water.

Mayor Pro Tem Kevin Mul-
doon cast the lone dissenting
vote. Councilman Marshall
“Duffy” Duffield recused him-
self.

Assistant City Manager Car-
ol Jacobs said during a study

session prior to the meeting
that marine activities permits
are a way to manage the har-

bor and its growth to min-
imize its impact on the harbor
businesses and the residential

community surrounding it.

Newport Beach council approves revisions
in harbor code for marine activities permits
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THE NEWPORT
BEACH
City Council
approved changes
to a section of the
city’s Harbor Code
that deals with
marine activities
permits, which are
required of
businesses that
operate or partially
operate on the
water.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Harbor, page A2
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Bid Invite

6195618000
1155 Pioneer Way Ste 101

West Coast Air Conditioning
Co., Inc. is the LLB

Contractor for the Fountain
Valley School District,

Newland Elementary School
HVAC Upgrade project and is

requesting bids.

Job Walk 1-25-21 9am AB566,
AB693 & SB418 for the Skilled &

Trained Workforce apply. AB1565 &
AB2316 for the prequalification of

MEP Contractors apply.

2-9-21 2pmBid Due
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The 40th annual Mayor’s
Dinner is officially post-
poned.

Initially scheduled for
Feb. 5, Speak Up Newport
announced Wednesday that
the event will have to be
postponed due to restric-
tions resultant of the on-
going COVID-19 pandemic.

Data from the Orange
County Health Care Agency
showed Wednesday that the
number of cases in Orange
County has now reached
199,532.

In Newport Beach, there
have been 2,834 cases and
36 deaths since the county
agency began tracking cases
regionally in March.

Speak Up Newport Beach
President Ed Selich said the

postponement is a “big dis-
appointment” and that the
organization had big plans
to celebrate the event’s 40th
anniversary this year. Or-
ganizers still aim to hold the
dinner later this summer
depending on what the re-
strictions and situation are
at the time.

Mayor Brad Avery’s state
of the city address will go on
as planned through Zoom
on Feb. 10 at 4 p.m. during
what would be the organi-
zation’s normally scheduled
program date.

Selich said that, on aver-
age, about 450 people at-
tend the dinner. Ticket
prices have not been set for
this year but in the past have
been anywhere between
$75 and $80 per person.

Ticket sales and table

sponsorships cover the
costs of hosting the event,
and last year, left enough to
grant four $3,000 schol-
arships to seniors at New-
port Harbor and Corona del
Mar high schools.

“We could have done a
virtual dinner as many or-
ganizations are doing but
the SUN Board of Directors
felt that the in-person ca-
maraderie of those elected
officials and citizens inter-
ested in civic affairs is im-
portant and could not be
duplicated with a virtual
Mayor’s Dinner,” Selich said
in an e-mail Wednesday.
“We hope to make up for it
with a great event later this
year.”

Speak Up Newport’s annual
Mayor’s Dinner postponed

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
THEN-NEWPORTBEACHMayor KevinMuldoon shares a laughwith his guests as he
gives the state of the city address during theMayor’s Dinner inNewport Beach onFeb. 11, 2017.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

The council directed staff
to seek proposals from
consultant teams to design,
conduct project impact
analysis, and complete the
entitlement for the conver-
sion of the downtown
street to a permanent
plaza, Dupuis added.

“These are the first steps
in designing a permanent
plaza and this work will in-
clude design of a drainage
system,” Dupuis wrote in
an email. “We plan to bring
the award of the contract
to the most qualified con-
sultant team for this work
to the City Council in April
2021.”

Councilman Peter Blake
is in favor of making the
Promenade a lasting part of
downtown, comparing it to
a town square.

“The Promenade has
been so much better than
anything I even envi-
sioned,” Blake said.

“For 30 years, I’ve
thought, ‘What would it
take to make the down-
town a better place?’ I’ve
been working in the down-
town for 30 years now, and
I couldn’t imagine a more
successful experiment than
the one we just went
through.”

Mayor Pro Tem Sue
Kempf also voiced staunch
support for the Promenade
on Forest.

“We all know it’s popular,
and sometimes you spend
money because you want it
for the enjoyment of the
town,” Kempf said.

“The money that we
spent there, I think, we got
a real nugget. There’s not
very many good things that
have come out of COVID,
and this is one of them.”

The Promenade on For-
est has supplied six dining
decks, 41 dining tables and
outdoor retail displays
since it opened on June 15.
Prior to the stay-at-home
order, artist demon-
strations and musical per-
formances were also seen
in the downtown area.

Public comments went
on for more than an hour.
Business owners shared
their gratitude and resi-
dents showed their appre-
ciation for the Promenade
as a place to gather for the
community.

Concerns were expressed
by some as to whether it
would be appropriate to
commit to making the
Promenade permanent giv-
en the uncertain financial
situation presented by the
ongoing pandemic.

Others quibbled with the
loss of parking that would
occur if lower Forest Ave-
nue were closed for good.

City staff said that if the
project were to move for-
ward, it would result in the
loss of 47 parking spaces,
although the construction
of a parking structure could
be one possible solution.

Councilwoman Toni Ise-
man addressed both issues
when the discussion was
brought back to council,
indicating that she would
like to have “a better
understanding of the city’s
financial situation” before
bringing a permanent pe-
destrian plaza to a vote.

As for the matter of park-
ing, Iseman added, “We did
not experience a traditional
traffic summer, so I just
think that needs to be part
of the consideration, that
people did stay home.
Maybe they were at the
beach, but it was always
easy to find a parking place
this summer.”

Councilman George
Weiss was also reluctant to
move toward a permanent
project during the meeting.

“I don’t want to make it
permanent tonight,” Weiss
said. “I want to approve its
extension for a year, so we
get out of COVID and we
have the designs, we get
the public involved, and we
proceed in that manner.”

Continued from page A1
FOREST

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

In a staff report, city
staff said there are cur-
rently 42 active marine ac-
tivities permits in Newport
Beach with eight applica-
tions currently in progress.
About 20 to 30 businesses
have been identified as re-
quiring a permit under
current city code.

Activities that require
marine activities permits
currently are passenger-
carrying charter operators,
boat rental businesses and
human-powered craft
rental businesses such as
kayaks and stand-up
paddleboarding.

Joining them with the
council’s approval Tuesday
night will be new “six-
pack” and “12-pack” char-
ters and those using a ves-
sel to conduct a business
or service.

Such existing operators
will be exempt from ob-
taining a MAP, but must

register with the city and
meet all requirements to
obtain a permit save for
the parking requirement
for continued operation.

Recommendations also
require all new commer-
cial businesses to obtain a
marine activities permit
and eliminates all busi-
ness exemptions, accord-
ing to city staff.

Other changes include
requiring all businesses to
maintain adequate insur-
ance and name the city as
an additional insured.

Businesses will also be
required to load and un-
load passengers at a pri-
vate dock and limit out-
door lighting to minimize
skyglow or glare onto adja-
cent properties, the shore-
line, coastal waters or
bluffs.

Fines were also raised.
First-time violators may
see a fine of up to $1,000.
Second-time violators of
the same ordinance or
permit within one year of
the first violation may see

fines up to $2,000 and
third-time violators will
see fines of up to $3,000.

City staff said the in-
crease will provide a more
effective tool for code en-
forcement officers to bring
businesses into compli-
ance.

The additional changes
by the City Council allow
risk managers to decide
the level of insurance re-
quired of businesses and
that “grandfathered” busi-
nesses — those that would
fall out of compliance due
to changes in regulations
— would not be required
to have a marine activities
permit unless the harbor-
master determines that
there is a substantial
change in its commercial
activities.

That decision can also
be appealed to the Harbor
Commission.

City staff was also di-
rected to bring the appli-
cations for the four new
types of permits for com-
mercial fishing vessels for

review by council.
The section of the Har-

bor Code that was under
review Tuesday dealt ex-
plicitly with marine activ-
ities permits as part of an
overall effort to update the
city’s Harbor Code.

City staff said the sec-
tion needed to be dealt
with separately from other
revisions as it relates to
businesses on the harbor
specifically.

The Harbor Commis-
sion’s ad hoc committee
held two meetings in Oc-
tober 2019 to hear public
testimony on the issue.

“The Harbor Commis-
sion felt this impacted a
very different stakeholder
group and wanted to work
with the business commu-
nity separately,” said city
staff in a report prepared
for the meeting.

The item will be passed
to a second reading,
scheduled for Jan. 26.

Continued from page A1
HARBOR
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ACROSS
1 Snug as a bug in
__
5 Jungle animals
9 Many a Middle
Easterner
13 Small restaurant
15 Actor/singer __
Martin
16 Fable
17 Waldorf salad
ingredient
18 Divide and
distribute
20 Singer Tillis
21 Distance across
the pool
23 Human __;
people
24 Official
command
26 Happy Hour
place
27 Red wine
29 Most friendly
32 Fertile area in a
desert
33 Five of the
same suit
35 Acorn dropper
37 Button
alternative
38 Laziness
39 Hoax
40 Morning hour
41 Rain
accessories
42 Trivial;
insignificant
43 Goes off
course
45 Shoves
46 Jolson & Roker
47 Special talent
48 Leader of the
Huns
51 Pkg. delivery
service
52 Mobile
vacation homes,
for short
55 Comforts; gives
confidence to
58 One of the
Muppets
60 Long skirt
61 Coolidge &
others
62 Straining
utensil
63 Dermatologist's
focus
64 TV show award
65 Tiny weight

DOWN
1 West of
Hollywood
2 Mature, as fruit
3 Disagreeable
4 Hairstyling goop
5 Alter to make fit
6 Get-up-and-go
7 Poe's monogram
8 Haughty

9 Clothing
10 Picnic spoiler
11 As easy as falling
off __
12 Affleck & Stiller
14 __ on; has
confidence in
19 Get through to
22 Put on an __;
pretend

25 Faucet problem
27 Price to be paid
28 Word in many
bowling alley
names
29 Cuckoo
30 Resident of the
Confederate
States
31 In poor __; tacky
33 Women's
nicknames
34 Parking area
36 Door openers
38 Teriyaki
marinade
ingredient
39 Relax for a
spell
41 Items in an
umpire's pouch
42 Places for
women's wallets
44 Dried grape
45 Soft drink
47 Persnickety
48 Upper limbs
49 Shipbuilder's
wood
50 Hailed vehicle
53 "__ Las Vegas";
Elvis movie
54 __ like; appear
to be
56 Horned animal
57 Shade tree
59 Big __;
18-wheeler

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

and Alexandra missed out
on many of her typical
senior year activities at St.
Margaret’s Episcopal
School.

So Pierce became deter-
mined to compete in the
swimsuit contest, partially
inspired by Kathy Jacobs.
At age 56, Jacobs was one
of two winners in 2020.

Pierce went to the beach
at Emerald Bay the next
day and filmed a short vi-
deo, posting it on her
Facebook and Instagram
pages to announce her in-
tentions.

“I wanted to be ac-
countable,” Pierce said. “I
didn’t want to have this
idea and talk myself out of
it. People started asking
me if I was serious, or if I
was doing it as a joke.”

More than 10,000 wom-
en entered last year’s com-
petition, so the odds are
against her. But Pierce has
worked hard at it, upping
her workout plan with her
trainer, Ryah Arthur, and
joining a pilates class.

She modified her diet,
giving up carbohydrates
and alcohol, and even
started surfing lessons
with Arthur.

Sports Illustrated re-

cently featured her 60-sec-
ond entry video on its In-
stagram page, @si_swim
search.

Though the rules are
somewhat vague as the
contest switched to on-
line-only during the pan-
demic, Pierce said she be-
lieves the voting is winding
down.

People can support her
by liking the Sports Illus-
trated post and comment-
ing. She also is docu-
menting the journey on
her personal Instagram
page, @karenavpierce.

“She’s an absolutely in-
spirational and fabulous
woman,” said Pierce’s
friend Jennifer Arundale, a
comedian and actor who
lives in San Clemente.

“She’s incredibly disci-
plined and dedicated to
anything that she does,
which I find so impressive.
We’re kind of polar oppo-
sites. She’s very organized
and quite proper, and I’m
a little bit more seat of my
pants. We’re a really good
balance for one another as
friends.”

Pierce said the competi-
tion has pushed her out of
her comfort zone and
made her feel comfortable
in her own skin. She was
used to posting pictures of
her dogs, her kids or the
sunset on social media,

not herself, and particu-
larly not herself in a swim-
suit. But her 65th year of
life has been one of
growth.

She said her new
mantra is “Age does not
define you.”

“In my life, I’ve been the
type of person where the
default answer is always
no,” Pierce said. “This year
has turned into my year of
yes.”

Another friend, Darcy
Bouzeos, recently moved
from Chicago to Newport
Beach. She called Pierce’s
story “fun” and said she
has been supportive each
step of the way.

“Karen has such a great
spirit and zest for life, and
I think this is reflective of
that,” Bouzeos said.

Pierce, whose sister
Cathie Lawler also lives in
Laguna Beach, has now fi-
nally revealed that she’s
older than Lawler, who
celebrates her 60th birth-
day in February.

“I have to say I was quite
pleased,” Lawler said with
a chuckle. “She always tells
everybody she’s my young-
er sister, so I was very
happy that she was finally
coming clean about her
age.”

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

KARENPIERCE tweakedherdiet after entering theSports Illustratedswimsuit competition.

Continued from page A1
PIERCE

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo



A4 THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2021 DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM

Start the Year Off
BRIGHT

©2021 Solatube Home

626-219-2551
SolatubeHome.com/LAT

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Bring beautiful, natural
light to any room in
two hours.

• Brighten kitchens, hallways,
bathrooms, etc.

• Enhance your space with
decorative fixtures

• Get natural light inside
your home

• High performance
insolated glass

Lic.# 847890

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.

BUNDLE & SAVE EVENT

BEFORE

AFTER

714-982-1996

More information

mcopley@wcac.com

Bid Invite

6195618000

West Coast Air Conditioning
Co., Inc. is the LLB

Contractor for the Fountain
Valley School District, Oka
Elementary School HVAC
upgrade project and is

requesting bids.

Job walk 1/25/21 10:30am AB566,
AB693 & SB418 for the Skilled &

Trained Workforce apply. AB1565 &
AB2316 for the prequalification of

MEP Contractors Apply.

2/11/2021Bid Due

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

through Sunday. On
Wednesday, hundreds of lo-
cals braved long lines only
to discover doses were
available by appointment
only.

Mike Halphide, an assist-
ant chief of Lifeguard Oper-
ations for the Newport
Beach Fire Department
confirmed some 1,000 first-
round Moderna vaccines
were distributed on Tues-
day alone.

“Once people get it and
they’re registered in the sys-
tem, they’ll get a noti-
fication of when it’s time to
receive their second dose,”
he said.

To help keep track of Or-
ange County vaccinations,
officials have rolled out a
free smartphone app —
called Othena — where
people can book appoint-
ments. Do acknowledged
the app was recently over-
whelmed as more than
10,000 attempted to sign up

in a two-hour period, but
he urged residents not to
seek a vaccine without an
appointment.

Disneyland’s vaccine su-
per POD is the first of sev-
eral large-scale distribution
sites being planned. Four
more vaccine super sites
will come online soon but
their locations have not yet
been disclosed.

Vaccine distributions
cannot come quickly
enough. The Orange
County Health Care Agency
on Wednesday reported
3,847 new cases of co-
ronavirus and 31 deaths,
bringing the countywide
case count to 199,532 and
pushing the fatality rate to
2,179.

Area hospitals reported
treating 2,280 individuals
for COVID-19, 25% of which
— or 544 individuals —
were being cared for in in-
tensive care units, the
agency reported.

The county’s seven-day
average of new cases stands
at 78.8 per 100,000 resi-
dents. Another 20,812 tests
were issued Wednesday,
bringing the cumulative
number to 2,320,876 and
accounting for a seven-day
average testing positivity
rate of 19.5%.

Despite the continuing
high numbers, OCHA Di-
rector Dr. Clayton Chau
adopted a positive tone at
Wednesday’s news confer-
ence.

“The end of COVID-19 is
in sight,” he said.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 36,612 cases;
412 deaths

• Anaheim: 33,723 cases;
448 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
8,098 cases; 118 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 6,751 cases;
63 deaths

• Irvine: 7,617 cases; 30
deaths

• Newport Beach: 2,834
cases; 36 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 2,621
cases; 34 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 609
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case counts
by age group, followed by
deaths:

• 0 to 17: 19,489 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 27,818 cases;
five deaths

• 25 to 34: 40,878 cases;
27 deaths

• 35 to 44: 31,503 cases;
47 deaths

• 45 to 54: 32,220 cases;
154 deaths

• 55 to 64: 24,834 cases;
288 deaths

• 65 to 74: 12,330 cases;
418 deaths

• 75 to 84: 6,148 cases;
507 deaths

• 85 and older: 4,187
cases; 732 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. Information on
the COVID-19 vaccine in
Orange County can be
found at occovid19.ochealth
info.com/covid-19-vaccine-
resources.

Photos by Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

INDIVIDUALSWITHOUT an appointment for their COVID-19 vaccine are turned away at the Central Net Training Center. The vaccine is available by appointment to tier 1A individuals.

ROBERT VALENTINE, 75, gets a COVID-19 vaccine Wednesday from nurse Karen L.
Simerlink, at the Central Net Training Center in Huntington Beach, the same day
Orange County opened a new vaccine distribution site at Disneyland in Anaheim.

Continued from page A1
COVID-19

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

“That means
businesses can
open. That
means children
go back to
school and get
the education
they need and
the experience
they’re lacking.”

— Doug Chaffee
Fourth District Supervisor


