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She puts a stamp on service with a smile

Postal worker Tiffany Nguyen is S "l |
known by customers for her ‘ . i
friendly attitude and attention

to customers’ needs at the
Balboa Island post office branch.

BY SUSAN HOFFMAN

ext-door neighbor Pat Beek, man-
N ager of the adjacent J.P. Maxwell

clothing store, visits the Balboa
Island post office on a daily basis — and
not just for business.

Beek has developed a warm friendship
with Tiffany Nguyen, the post office clerk
who runs the island location. “She’s an
asset to the island, and I think she goes
above and beyond,” she said. “She’s very
caring, helps people fill out forms, pass-
port applications, international package,
declaration forms — and unlike some post
offices, she gets to know all of us.”

“She works all day by herself, and I

Media Mail

always go over and say good morning,”
Beek said. “She’s someone you want to
care about and enjoy making her day

better by stopping in.”

Other local customers also take the time
to stop and stick their head in to say
“hello.” The camaraderie goes both ways,

as customers say Tiffany’s welcoming
demeanor equally brightens the day of

post office patrons.

See Smile, page A2

Susan Hoffman

PAT BEEK ships a package with the help of postal worker Tiffany Nguyen, with whom she has become friends.
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A shot at redemption: Local promoter Roy
Englebrecht pitches Irrelevant Bowl to NCAA

Roy Englebrecht

BY ANDREW TURNER

For several decades, Newport
Beach has celebrated underdog
stories through the annual festiv-
ities of Irrelevant Week.

The title of Mr. Irrelevant has
been bestowed upon the last pick
in the NFL draft each year since
1976. The members of that frater-
nity have been made over by a
cult following that simply can't
get enough of roasting and toast-
ing the proverbial longshot, wish-
ing them well as they move for-
ward.

Arising from the same commu-
nity now is an effort to give two
college football teams one final
shot at redemption. Newport

Beach resident and local promot-
er Roy Englebrecht said he con-
tacted the NCAA last week hop-
ing to obtain a waiver for the in-
augural Irrelevant Bowl.

Unlike most bowl games,
which generally require teams to
earn six wins to become eligible,
this pitch calls for two of the
worst teams in college football to
square off for an elusive win, giv-
ing them a chance to change
their seasons.

Englebrecht made his name
through a long career as a serial
entrepreneur and prize fight pro-
moter. Fight Club OC, a hybrid
show featuring boxing and mixed
martial arts, just completed its
13th season.

So what is spurring his foray
into this new arena? Englebrecht
might argue that everyone is
looking for their 15 minutes of
fame. That could range from
schools that generally aren't
heard from in college football’s
postseason to an overshadowed
title sponsor.

“As an entrepreneur and as a
promoter, I've died and gone to
heaven because there’s so many
things that tie into the Irrelevant
Bowl, the irrelevant city and the
irrelevant sponsor,” Englebrecht
added.

The host site question could
also provide some interesting

See Bowl, page A2
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Orange Coast College hoping not to trash recycling center

Low commodity values
and staffing issues lead
to closure that could
be permanent if new
operator isn't found.

BY SARA CARDINE

Other men’s trash used to be
treasure at Orange Coast College’s
Recycling Center — where em-
ployees accepted everything from
cans and bottles to scrap metal
and cooking oil — but the recy-
cling business isn't what it used to
be.

Citing a staffing shortage,
members of the Costa Mesa cam-
pus’ Associated Students of Or-
ange Coast College (ASOCC),
which has owned the center for
more than 50 years and oversees
its budget, decided to close up
shop in early November after the
number of full-time union em-
ployees working there had dwin-
dled from four to zero.

Operators are now looking for a
third-party vendor to run the cen-
ter on a contract basis in hopes
the it can continue serving the
community, while providing job
opportunities for students who
work there. Although other cen-
ters operate in Huntington Beach
and Santa Ana, there is no other
recycling option in Costa Mesa.

However, record-low commod-

James Carbone

ORANGE COAST COLLEGE'S Recycling Center has been temporarily closed for the past two months, the only
such center of its kind in Costa Mesa, at OCC Recycling Center in Costa Mesa on Wednesday.

ity values combined with a cam-
pus-wide hiring freeze, more ro-
bust residential recycling pro-
grams and a decline in foot traffic,
make the prospect of returning
the OCC Recycling Center to its
glory days dicey.

Ruben Barriga, director of col-

lege and community services,
who oversees various on-campus
enterprises, including the recy-
cling center, the OCC Swap Meet
and the campus mailroom, said
what seemed like a downward
trend bottomed out during the
pandemic.

“Everything changed right after
COVID,” Barriga said Thursday. “A
lot of people couldn't go outside
of their home to go to the recy-
cling center. Some people de-
cided they wanted to throw it
away or wanted someone to pick
it up and donate it.”

During the 2022-23 school year,
the facility operated at a deficit of
about $183,000, records indicate.
The previous year, it lost about
$89,000. Those shortfalls are paid
for out of ASOCC’s budget alloca-
tion, according to Rich Pagel, the
college’s vice president of admin-
istrative services.

“The students have passed a
budget, and they've allocated
enough resources to cover the
negative budget this year,” Pagel
said. “It’s really a struggling busi-
ness — and it’s a changing world.
Do we really need this type of re-
cycling still, or is it more impor-
tant than ever? I don’t know.”

While the cost of employing the
center has risen, the value the col-
lege receives from the tons of ma-
terials it trucks to area processing
plants has decreased dramatically.
Barriga said the center used to re-
ceive from $140 to $160 for a ton
of cardboard. Now the going rate
is $40.

“The public and the communi-
ty want to do the right thing, they
want to save the earth, but we get
no value for that,” he added.

Meanwhile, the redemption
value people receive per bottle or
can has remained stagnant, pos-
sibly causing a decline in the
number of people who recycle.
Pagel said the financial imbalance

See Center, page A2
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Surf City residents in battle with OC San

A 30-foot easement affects the backyards
of nearly 30 residents on Rhone Lane,
who have been told they need to move
their obstructions that lie on it, including
walls and city-permitted swimming pools.

BY MATT SZABO

Frank Clarke has lived at
his house on Rhone Lane in
Huntington Beach since the
early 1970s. A couple of
years after buying the prop-
erty, he installed a pool, get-
ting the proper permits
from the city.

Clarke didn't think any-
thing of it for decades. But
in December he got a letter
from the Orange County
Sanitation District saying
they needed to access a 30-
foot easement in the back
of his property, which con-
tains a sewer pipe.

The pool needed to go.
OC San wants Clarke to
meet with them and sign a
paper acknowledging that,
but so far he’s signed noth-
ing.

“To me, somebody
should have flagged [the
construction] and said, ‘No,
you cant do it, because
youre on an easement,”
said Clarke, who turns 80 in
June. “The communication
process should have been
better. If 1T was Orange
County San, maybe every 10
years send out a notice,
‘Don't forget, part of your
property is on an ease-
ment. But the first time I
heard from Orange County
Sanitation was with that
December letter.”

The public utility finds it-
self in a battle with 29 resi-
dents on the block on the
west side of Rhone Lane,
south of Heil Avenue.

OC San wants to initiate
the Miller-Holder Rhone
Lane Sewer Easement
Clean-Up. It says it needs to
do this to ensure the pub-
lic’s health and safety, and
prevent sewage spills that
could be environmentally
damaging. The 69-inch
wastewater pipeline, in-
stalled in 1959 when most
of the area was farmland, is
nearing the end of of its life-
span.

The pipeline transports
10 million gallons of waste-
water daily, according to OC
San, and is part of a re-
gional wastewater pipeline
system that serves Hunting-
ton Beach and seven other
Orange County cities.

The cleanup is projected
to start in September and
run through December
2025, according to officials.

Jennifer Cabral, an ad-
ministration manager with
OC San, said there’s cur-
rently not enough space for
their trucks, which range in
width from 8 to 15 feet, to
access the easement.

“We have our crews that
are driving on an active rail-
road site right now, because
we can't get our trucks on
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CLARK STEPHENS shows the impacted area where the Orange County Sanitation District
is seeking to enforce a 30-foot-wide sewer easement on Rhone Lane in Huntington Beach.

FRANK
CLARK'S
backyard has a
permitted pool
that partially lies
over an easment
where the Orange
County Sanitation
District wants to
fix an
underground
pipe.

our easement that was in-
tended for access to the re-
gional sewer line,” Cabral
said. “We've been working
around it as much as we
can, but it's gotten to a
point where it just contin-
ues to get worse.

“It's an unfortunate situa-
tion, and we understand
that, but this has been
something that's been
kicked down the line for
years and years and years.
We finally have gotten to a
point where it gets to get
done, because this pipeline
has been aging and we
need to be ready to do con-
struction when it's needed.”

A letter sent to residents
on Dec. 1 listed encroach-
ments that each home-
owner has built on the ease-
ment and needs to remove.
For Clarke, that list includes
his swimming pool and re-
lated equipment, pool
decking, a block wall, wood
fencing and landscaping.

The utility wanted resi-
dents to sign the settlement
agreement within 60 days,
and that Feb. 1 deadline is
quickly approaching. Under
the compromise, OC San
would remove many of the
encroachments at its own
expense before construct-
ing a 6-foot cinder block
wall.

Clarke hasn't signed any-
thing yet, though.

Affected property owners
went to the Huntington
Beach City Council for help.
The council voted unani-

See Battle, page A8
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“A lot of seniors live on
the island and get their
exercise by going down to
the post office to mail a
letter or check their post
office box,” said Beek,
adding the social benefit.
“It’s like the way people
feel when you go into
Starbucks, you get the
same feeling when some-
one recognizes you.”

Tiffany Nguyen has been
an employee of the New-
port Beach office for 27
years and began her role at
the Balboa Island station in
September 2020.

“Every time I raise the
flag I pray for this country,”
said Nguyen, who moved
to the U.S. as a refugee
from Vietnam in 1991.
“Now I have the freedom

and appreciate all America.
I love America, people are
very kind, I wish I could
hug everyone.

“The reason I'm here is
we didn’t have freedom,
my mom saw that we
didn't have a chance to go
to school, we had ability
but no chance. I am very
honored and appreciate
this country to give me a
chance to come here as a
refugee, “ Nguyen said.

“She’s never been angry
or frustrated and I've never
seen her complain about
how bad interactions have
been with any customer,”
said Beek. “She’s always
smiling for all of us.”

Balboa Island residents,
Balboa Island Improve-
ment Assn. president Terry
Janssen and his wife, Patti,
concurred that Tiffany is
always professional when
handling complaints, such

Susan Hoffman

TIFFANY NGUYEN is the Balboa Island post office clerk.

as the ongoing issue of
reduced lobby hours as a
result of vandalism.

The Janssens, who also
have a post office box, are

part of the local community

affected by the inconven-

ience. “Tiffany is lovely, and
I feel bad for her, she doesn't

make that decision, and

she’s taking the brunt of it,”
said Patti Janssen, who has
observed Nguyen dealing
with customers. “She’s the
fall guy, which is really un-
fair, and I've told her this no
reflection on you, whenever
I bring it up.”

There’s no question the
limited hours between 8:30
a.m. and 5 p.m. have
caused hardships for ev-
eryone who depends on
the Balboa Island location.

The Janssens and other
residents have called the
postmaster but have re-
ceived no follow through
or resolution.

“Every day customers
are really mad, and I try to
calm them down,” ex-
plained Nguyen. “I tell
them I don’t have the au-
thority to do that and give
them the postmaster num-
ber to call.”

Last June she asked the

postmaster to allow her to
open the lobby on a Sat-
urday so she could help
her customers, but Mon-
day morning when she
arrived a box had been
opened there and its con-
tents stolen. To date Ngu-
yen has reported four
break-ins at the location.

Nguyen said she loves
working on the island.

“The people are very
nice, and I want to help the
older ones who have trou-
ble with addresses, so I
look up for them,” she
said.

She’ll even track down
customers who have left
wallets behind.

“It’s a very good town
and customers who don't
need anything want to
come and say, ‘hi.””

Susan Hoffman is a
contributor to TimesOC.

BOWL

Continued from page Al

possibilities. If the bowl
game comes to fruition,
Englebrecht surmised that
a little town could come to-
gether to make the event its
own. The game could put a
little-known town on the
map.

“This little city, they’re
going to get the Irrelevant
Bowl, and the whole town
is going to get behind it,”
Englebrecht said.

Host city hopefuls would
place a bid in the first quar-
ter of 2024, covering lodg-
ing and meals for the two
participating teams, sta-
dium expenses, and a $1-
million site fee, according
to a news release. All reve-
nue generated from the
event, including ticket
sales, concessions and
parking, would go back to
the city that puts on the
game.

While not directly con-
nected to Irrelevant Week,
Englebrecht had long ad-
mired the late Paul Salata,
so much so that he has ex-
pressed a desire to name
the potential bowl game’s
trophy after him. He con-
nected with Salata’s daugh-
ter, Melanie Salata Fitch,
now the chief executive of

Courtesy of Roy Englebrecht

THE LOGO for the proposed Irrelevant Bowl.

Irrelevant Week, to explain
the idea.

“There’s not a better per-
son that I know than Paul
Salata, who gave so much,
who had so much, who
loved sports, who loved
kids and so forth’
Englebrecht said. “That’s
why I wanted Mel to see
the logo and tell her I'm go-
ing to announce this, so
that she would be aware of
it.

“She was fine. She was
laughing. She even thought
it was cute. It's funny that
we're both here in Newport
Beach, both these ideas
came out of one communi-
ty, and I think if there
would never have been an
Irrelevant Week, 1 would
never come up with the Ir-

relevant Bowl.”

Salata Fitch was asked if
she would lend her father’s
name to the trophy.

“If it's honoring football
players or honoring a team,
then yes,” Salata Fitch said.
“If it's making a joke out of
one more loss, then we
would not support his
name to be attached to
something that was being
mean to players. I don't
think that’s what Roy’s in-
tent is. I think he’s kind of
like, ‘Everybody should be
able to play.’ Let them play.
They've done their prac-
tices, they have their hel-
mets on, let them play and
go for a win. ...

“I would lend Dad’s
name to it as long as it was
in an effort to celebrate the

underdog and let the play-
ers be showcased and be
seen by scouts and be
cheered on by fans.”

Skeptics might wonder if
teams would have an ap-
petite to keep playing at
the end of a trying season.
A team would not have to
accept an invitation to the
Irrelevant ~ Bowl,  said
Englebrecht, who added
that he did not foresee
teams tanking to be a part
of it. Weekly standings up-
dates would keep tabs on
the top candidates to be in-
vited to the Irrelevant Bowl.

‘I'm a glasses-half-full
guy” said Englebrecht
when asked about his con-
fidence level that the game
would happen. “I can make
a good case, but [the
NCAA], they could look at
it, like some people, ‘You're
degrading the sport. You're
making fun of the sport.
This is too comical. This is
too tongue-in-cheek.” ...

“I'm going to give it a 50-
50, which is not me. I like
to think I'm going to be
more optimistic than that,
but dealing with the NCAA
is not easy. They control
college sports. ... I'll tell
you, I'm going to work hard
in making my case.”

andrewturner@latimes.com
Twitter: @Andrew Turner TCN

James Carbone

RECYCLABLE MATERIAL is left waiting for retrieval at
Orange Coast College's Recycling Center.

CENTER

Continued from page Al

created a bit of an exist-
ential crisis for the center.

“The [Associated Student
Government] passed a res-
olution in May 2023 asking
the administration to take
action because they
couldn’t sustain it,” he said
Wednesday. “Our business
is education, it’s not really
recycling. So, our goal now
is to regroup and form a
partnership with a third-
party provider.”

Staff plan to submit some
kind of proposal to the AS-
GOCC after students return

to campus from winter
break later this month. The
hope is to find someone
who shares the college’s val-
ues and beliefs about recy-
cling.

“I hope whoever the
third-party is, it's someone
who's going to come in and
be part of the community
and is fully involved in rec-
reating what we had pre-
COVID,” Barriga said.

Pagel, too, is optimistic.

“We are going to reopen
— that is a fact,” he said.
“The facility is clean and
ready to go.”

saracardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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or common, UCI| Health will be there with the
groundbreaking care you expect.

Learn more at ucihealth.org
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TWO TEENAGERS fall in love in 2014's “The Fault in Our Stars,” one of more than 100
reviewed in a study published in JCO Oncology Practice on the portrayal of cancer in films.

James Bridges | 20th Century Fox
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HYPERLOCAL GUIDES
TO NEIGHBORHOOD GEMS.

“This must be the place” is a subscriber-exclusive series of guides to the many

cities, neighborhoods and communities that make L.A., L.A.

Times writers spent months chatting with residents and immersing themselves

in the past, present and future of these areas. The result? Your own personal

tour guide to what makes these communities great.

Check out our guides to Los Feliz, Silver Lake, Boyle Heights, Fairfax, Inglewood,

Koreatown, Monterey Park and Manhattan Beach at the link below — we'll be

adding new neighborhoods all the time, so keep coming back!

Scan the code or visit
latimes.com/the-place to start exploring.
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Meet & Greet with Dr. Rosales-Vong

Monday, Jan. 29 from 5:30 -7 p.m.
15464 Goldenwest Street, Westminster, CA 92683

Meet Ghe Rosales-Vong, M.D., our newest family medicine physician at MemorialCare Medical Group -
Westminster. You'll have the opportunity to get to know Dr. Rosales-Vong as well as the primary care
and urgent care services offered at our Westminster health center. You will also have the chance to
meet with a virtual health ambassador and learn more about the MemorialCare Virtual Care Exam Kit,
powered by TytoCare™

Light refreshments will be served. In addition, there will be two raffle drawings for existing MemorialCare
Medical Group patients to win a virtual exam kit, as well as two Trader Joe's gift card raffle drawings

Scan to register online :

or call (714) 824-7012 M emorialca rem
Medical Group

for attendees who are not currently patients.

We hope to see you and your family there!

2024 Sweetheart Screening

Thursday, Feb. 15 from 3-7p.m.

Attend MemorialCare Orange Coast Medical Center's complimentary Sweetheart Screening where
you and your loved ones can learn how to be heart smart and get a diagnostic cardiovascular
screening. MemorialCare Heart & Vascular Institute experts will give educational presentations
that you don't want to miss. Meet physicians Stacey J. Howell, M.D.,Yu-Ming Ni, M.D., and other
clinical specialists. Appointments are required for screenings and available to adults 18 and older.

This event will be held at MemorialCare Orange Coast Medical Center's Health & Wellness Pavilion,
18035 Brookhurst Street, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. Sign up today!

Scan to register online :

or call (714) 824-7012 M emorialca rem

Heart & Vascular Institute
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LEGAL NOTICE

RECORDING REQUESTED BY
PREMIUM TITLE OF CALIFORNIA

AND WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO:
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC

7730 MARKET CENTER AVE, SUITE 100
EL PASO, TX 79912

T.S. NO.: 2023-00032-CA

A.P.N.:144-531-54

PROPERTY ADDRESS: 12127 BERG RIVER CIRCLE, FOUNTAIN VAL-
LEY, CA 92708

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

PURSUANT TO CIVIL CODE § 2923.3(A) AND (D), THE SUMMARY

OF INFORMATION REFERRED TO BELOW IS NOT ATTACHED TO

THE RECORDED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT BUT ONLY TO THE
COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR.

NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOC-
UMENT ATTACHED
A BE-MEERE
HDALE: 2 HE 2M0l "R 29 A7t Qe
NOTA: SE ADJUNTA UN RESUMEN DE LA INFORMACION DE ESTE
DOCUMENTO
TALA: MAYROONG BUOD NG IMPORMASYON SA DOKUMENTONG
ITO NA NAKALAKIP
LUU Y: KEM THEO D Y LA BAN TRINH BAY TOM LUQC VE THONG
TIN TRONG TAI LIEU NAY

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER:
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF TRUST DATED 05/12/2006.
UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY
BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED AN EXPLANATION OF
THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD
CONTACT A LAWYER.

Trustor: GLADYS A NAJARRO, a single woman

Duly Appointed Trustee: Western Progressive, Lic

Deed of trust recorded 05/19/2006 as Instrument No. 2006000340242
In book ---, page--- and of Official Records in the office of the recorder
of Orange County, California,

Date of sale: 03/04/2024 at 09:00 AM

Place of sale: AUCTION.COM ROOM DOUBLETREE BY HILTON
HOTEL ANAHEIM - ORANGE COUNTY, 100 THE CITY DRIVE, ORANGE,
CA 92868

Estimated amount of unpaid balance, reasonably estimated costs and
other charges: $896,441.58

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
LEGAL NOTICE

THE TRUSTEE WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER
FOR CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK DRAWN ON A STATE OR NATIONAL
BANK, A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL CREDIT UNION,
OR A CHECK DRAWN BY A STATE OR FEDERAL SAVINGS AND LOAN
ASSOCIATION, A SAVINGS ASSOCIATION OR SAVINGS BANK SPECI-
FIED IN SECTION 5102 OF THE FINANCIAL CODE AND AUTHORIZED
TO DO BUSINESS IN THIS STATE:

All right, title, and interest conveyed to and now held by the trustee in
the hereinafter described property under and pursuant to a Deed of
Trust described as:

More fully described in said Deed of Trust.

Street Address or other common designation of real property: 12127 BERG
RIVER CIRCLE, FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA 92708
A.P.N.: 144-531-54

The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of
the street address or other common designation, if any, shown above.

The sale will be made, but without covenant or warranty, expressed
or implied, regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, to pay the
remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust
with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, under the
terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee
and of the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the
unpaid balance of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and
reasonable estimated costs, expenses and advances at the time of the
initial publication of the Notice of Sale is:

$ 896,441.58.

Note: Because the Beneficiary reserves the right to bid less than the
total debt owed, it is possible that at the time of the sale the opening
bid may be less than the total debt.

If the Trustee is unable to convey title for any reason, the successful
bidder’s sole and exclusive remedy shall be the return of monies paid to
the Trustee, and the successful bidder shall have no further recourse.

The beneficiary of the Deed of Trust has executed and delivered to the
undersigned a written request to commence foreclosure, and the under-
signed caused a Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded
in the county where the real property is located.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering bidding on
this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the
property itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not
automatically entitle you to free and clear ownership of the property.
You should also be aware that the lien being auctioned off may be a
junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at the auction, you are or may
be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the lien being auctioned
off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are encouraged
to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens that
may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office
or a title insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for
this information. If you consult either of these resources, you should be
aware that the same lender may hold more than one mortgage or deed
of trust on this property.

NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of
sale may be postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary,
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 29249 of the California Civil Code.
The law requires that information about trustee sale postponements
be made available to you and to the public, as a courtesy to those not
present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether your sale date has been
postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and date for the sale
of this property, you may call (866)-960-8299 or visit this Internet Web
site https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx using the file number
assigned to this case 2023-00032-CA. Information about postponements
that are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled
sale may not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on
the Internet Web site. The best way to verify postponement information
is to attend the scheduled sale.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE

NOTICE TO TENANT: You may have a right to purchase this property
after the trustee auction, if conducted after January 1, 2021, pursuant
to Section 2924m of the California Civil Code. If you are an “eligible
tenant buyer,” you can purchase the property if you match the last
and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. If you are an “eligible
bidder,” you may be able to purchase the property if you exceed the
last and highest bid placed at the trustee auction. There are three steps
to exercising this right of purchase. First, 48 hours after the date of the
trustee sale, you can call (855)-976-3916, or visit this internet website
https://tracker.auction.com/sb1079, using the file number assigned to
this case 2023-00032-CA to find the date on which the trustee’s sale
was held, the amount of the last and highest bid, and the address of the
trustee. Second, you must send a written notice of intent to place a bid
so that the trustee receives it no more than 15 days after the trustee’s
sale. Third, you must submit a bid, by remitting the funds and affidavit
described in Section 2924m(c) of the Civil Code, so that the trustee
receives it no more than 45 days after the trustee’s sale. If you think you
may qualify as an “eligible tenant buyer” or “eligible bidder,” you should
consider contacting an attorney or appropriate real estate professional
immediately for advice regarding this potential right to purchase.

Western Progressive, LLC, as Trustee for beneficiary
C/0 1500 Palma Drive, Suite 238

Ventura, CA 93003

Sale Information Line: (866) 960-8299
https://www.altisource.com/loginpage.aspx

Trustee Sale Assistant
WESTERN PROGRESSIVE, LLC MAY BE ACTING AS A DEBT COL-
LECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION
OBTAINED MAY BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
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COMMENTARY | SANDRA MORGAN AND DEREK MARSH

A message to Orange County
consumers about child labor
and corporate accountability

our dinner table may
Y be more connected

to child exploitation
than you think. A Los Ange-
les-based poultry processor
just beyond Orange County
that supplies household
names like Ralphs and Aldi
was found employing
underage workers in har-
rowing, dangerous condi-
tions. This isn't a scene
from a bygone era of indus-
trialization; it’s happening
now, where children are
used as cheap labor in the
shadows of our bustling
economy.

To understand the grav-
ity, we must first unpack
what human trafficking
encompasses. It’s an um-
brella term that includes
both labor and sex traffick-
ing. Contrary to popular
belief, labor trafficking
accounts for a staggering
78% of the human traffick-
ing in our nation, over-
shadowing sex trafficking’s
22%. Labor trafficking
exploits individuals for
work through coercion,
force or fraud — often less
visible than sex trafficking,
yet far more prevalent.

As January is Human
Trafficking Awareness
Month, the exploitation of
our youth for labor is a
stark reminder of this glob-
al issue’s local impact. It’s
difficult to detect, with
children coached to de-
ceive authorities, stating
they are older than they
really are to mask the true
nature of their employ-
ment. And, disproportion-
ately, the children of immi-
grants—legal or not—are
often the most vulnerable
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Gina Ferazzi | Los Angeles Times

CHICKENS ROAM freely at a poultry facility in Nuevo, Calif.
The Labor Department announced it had fined a Los Angeles
County poultry processor for using child labor in December.

to this scenario. The impli-
cations of this deceit are
profound. Every child co-
erced into labor is one less
in school, one less educat-
ed citizen in our future
workforce; potentially
perpetuating a cycle of
poverty and exploitation.

The recent push to lower
the legal working age in
some areas is a regressive
move that endangers the
progress made in child
welfare. It's a movement
gaining traction, as seen in
states like Arkansas, Iowa,
New Jersey and New
Hampshire, where child
labor laws have recently
been relaxed, allowing
minors to work in condi-
tions and for hours that
were previously deemed
unacceptable.

What can we do? Your
power as a consumer is
significant. Challenge your
local grocers everywhere in
Orange County. Ask them

where the chicken in the
display case comes from
and whether they can as-
sure that it’s not the prod-
uct of child labor. It's not
merely a question of qual-
ity but of morality.

Be aware of legislative
changes that seek to lower
the age of legal employ-
ment and understand the
implications of such laws.
They aren't just adjust-
ments to a statute; they're
potential threats to our
children’s education and
safety.

Our community is rally-
ing to this cause. The Or-
ange County Human Traf-
ficking Task Force, with its
new grant to tackle labor
trafficking, is on the front-
line. Resources like the
“Ending Human Traffick-
ing” podcast are available
to deepen your under-
standing and sharpen your
ability to make a difference.

The recent $3.8 million

in back wages, damages
and penalties the local
poultry processor men-
tioned above has agreed to
pay after the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor found it had
endangered young workers
is not just a penalty; it'’s a
beacon for corporate re-
sponsibility. It tells compa-
nies everywhere that prof-
iting off the exploitation of
children will not be toler-
ated in our county, in our
cities, in our neighbor-
hoods.

Orange County has al-
ways been a leader in Cali-
fornia — a region of pros-
perity, innovation and
ethical consciousness. Let’s
lead again by standing
against the tide of labor
exploitation. We have the
means, the knowledge and
the heart to ensure that our
children grow up in a com-
munity that values them as
the future — not as labor-
ers.

As you reflect on your
next meal, consider the
hands that brought it to
you. Let’'s commit to a
community where those
hands are not those of a
child forced to work, but of
someone paid fairly and
treated with dignity.

DR. SANDRA MORGAN is
a professor and director of
the Global Center for Women
and Justice at Vanguard
University in Costa Mesa.
DEREK MARSH is the
associate director of the
Global Center for Women
and Justice and a founding
member of the Orange
County Human Trafficking
Task Force.

plans for a

The Costa Mesa City
Council promised us af-
fordable housing if we
voted for Measure K. It was
a lie.

At midnight Jan. 16, all
council members talked
about was cutting afford-
able housing to accommo-
date developers. Strate-
gically placed as the last
item on the agenda, this
Affordable/Inclusionary
Housing Ordinance (IHO)
has about as much to do
with inclusion and afford-
able housing as the Peace-
keeper missile is about
peace. At that late hour the
last veil fell, as council
members openly agonized
over how to meet the re-
quirements dictated by the
developers. They want
market-rate housing, so the
answer was simple and
reached with great ease.
Cut affordable housing
even more.

Sacramento requires
Costa Mesa to plan for
almost 12,000 housing
units. And 40% of them
must be low or very low
income units. According to
the city staff report, ap-
proximately 47% of resi-
dents in the city earn a
lower income and approxi-
mately 29% qualify for very
low or extremely low-in-
come housing. Costa Mesa

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055
Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

MAILBAG

Costa Mesa dials back its

residents have long been
asking for affordable hous-
ing. In 2022, the City Coun-
cil said the only way to
accomplish this was for
residents to vote for Mea-
sure K, ceding their power
on development to the City
Council. Since then they
have sat on the dais listen-
ing to the working poor
constantly beg for help
with housing, but all they
hear are the voices of land
owners and developers.

Instead of 10% to 15%
affordable units in projects
over 10 units, it's down to as
little as 4% to 6%, and that
only applies to projects
under 60 units per acre or
to parcels of 2 acres or
more. To skirt this is child’s
play. Also the THO does not
apply to for-sale housing,
and the in-lieu fees that
developers pay no longer
go to a first-time homebuy-
er’s program. There will be
affordable units going in
north of the 405 at One
Metro West, but that was
decided before this ordi-
nance. The coup de grace is
the accommodations that
allow developers to either
pay in-lieu fees, agree to
off-site affordable units or
swap land instead of in-
cluding affordable units in
their luxury complexes.
Rarely is this affordable
housing ever built.

So, the only affordable
housing in Costa Mesa will
be restricted to the Fairview
Developmental Center,
near other low-income
minority neighborhoods,
next to the Emergency

MARKETPLACE

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/
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fordable housing
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COSTA MESA City Hall. A reader writes that voters who
approved Measure K may be surprised by the city’s
proposed Affordable/Inclusionary Housing Ordinance.

Operations Center with its
10-story tower of flashing
lights clad in plastic to look
like a tree. It will be Costa
Mesa’s version of the Watts
Towers. No luxury homes
will be built here. The air
pollution is unhealthy and
will only worsen when the
EOC trucks arrive filling the
warehouses with supplies
— and the helipad is still in
play. The high-density
concrete high-rise next
door will be affordable
housing. And don’t expect
green space, trees, and
parks, because developers
can avoid those too with
in-lieu fees. The term for
this is redlining, and it’s
against the law.

Priscilla Rocco
Costa Mesa

GOP compare
and contrast

What do the Huntington
Beach City Council major-
ity and the U.S. House of
Representatives majority
have in common? Yes,
there are conservative
Republicans in charge. Yes,
they have been committed
to tilting at ideological
windmills. Yes, they are
beholden to MAGA extrem-
ists supporting former
president Donald Trump.
But, the most devastating
thing these deliberative
“do-nothings” have in
common is dropping the
pretense of actually repre-
senting their constituents.

Naturally, the Republican

leadership in the House has
not addressed the pressing
issues of the budget, for-
eign aid, immigration re-
form, voter rights and a
multitude of others. They
are off on their own witch
hunts and investigations
which only serve the inter-
ests of their base.

Not to be outdone in
comparison, the vote-as-a-
block council majority in
Surf City is focused solely
on their irresponsible and
ruinous charter amend-
ments, which only advance
their authoritarian agenda.
Their stated aim is to beat
the “wokeness” out of the
community by any means
possible while ignoring real
solutions to any of the city’s
pressing local government
needs. This is in addition to
taking on the county and
state in losing battles over
elections and housing. In
the meantime, they have
been busy crushing societal
norms in the community
and acting to benefit the
special interests who in-
stalled them in power.

Yes, a critical thing these
two government bodies
have in common is a disre-
spect for democracy and a
zero-sum game of their
winning and everybody
else losing. That can only
change when both of these
majorities are out of power.
It cannot come soon
enough for both Hunting-
ton Beach and the country.

Tim Geddes
Huntington Beach
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The African violet is having a day in the sun

BY JESSICA DAMIANO

African violets, those
cheerful, shade-loving
houseplants native to Tan-
zania and introduced to the
U.S. in the late 1800s, are
finally having their day in
the sun: the National Gar-
den Bureau has named
2024 the Year of the African
Violet.

Violets in name only, the
demure, 4- to 8-inch-tall
flowering plants with vel-
vety leaves and colorful
flowers are not related to
their namesake plants at
all. Rather, they belong to
the Saintpaulia genus,
named for German baron
Walter von Saint Paul, who
found them growing in the
East African rainforest and
is credited with introducing
them to the U.S. by way of
Europe.

They've been among the
most popular houseplants
ever since.

And that popularity was
one factor considered by
the NGB’s 160 members —
leading companies and
individuals in the horticul-
ture field — when voting to
spotlight the plant in the
houseplant category, the
nonprofit’s executive direc-
tor, Diane M. Blazek, told
me. She cited the more
than 300,000 uses of the
hashtag #africanviolet on
social media.

Other criteria considered
included how easy African
violets are to grow, their
genetic diversity, and the
fact that “they have been in
the eye of breeders, which
means there are new vari-
eties coming through the
pipeline,” she said.

It's “one of those ‘what’s
old is new again’ plants,”
Blazek said. “I'm sure we all
think of them as Grandma’s
plants, but based on num-
bers from our members,
the African violet really has
not gone out of favor at all.”

The Downers Grove,
Ilinois-based NGB was
founded in 1920 by James
Burdett, a journalist who
also wrote copy for seed
companies, to provide

expert-driven, reliable
gardening information to
the public.

Burdett also was involved
in promoting the first vic-
tory gardens, Blazek said,
and the Bureau continues
his work by recommending
a standout vegetable, an-
nual, flowering shrub, bulb
plant, perennial and house-
plant for home gardeners
to grow each year (2024 is
also the year of the squash,
Angelonia, Buddleia, lily
and hosta respectively).

GROWING TIPS

Although it’s true that
African violets are not
difficult to grow, they do
require specific conditions
that might not be available
in all areas of your home,
so select a spot carefully.

For the plants to thrive
and rebloom, Blazek said,
filtered sunlight, the right
moisture levels and water-
ing habits are key. “Water-
ing from below is ideal, but
don't let them sit in water
too long, and don't let them
dry out too much,” she
advised.

Take care not to allow
water to come into contact
with the leaves or they may
become spotted. And use
only room-temperature
water.

African violets also re-
quire high humidity and
warmth, but not heat. In
dry climates and over win-

e

ter, when heating units are
in use, run a humidifier in
the room or place plant
pots on a pebble-filled tray
to which you've added
water. As the water evapo-
rates, it will create a humid
microclimate around the
plant.

Keep them out of direct
sunlight. During spring and
summer, place the plants
beside — not directly in
front of — a north- or east-
facing window, which pro-
vides less exposure than
one facing south or west. A

sheer curtain between
plants and windows would
provide extra protection
while allowing just the right
amount of sunlight to
reach plants. Move them
into direct light from Octo-
ber through the end of
February (except in the
Deep South, where the
winter sun is harsher).

The plants also prefer
slightly acidic soil but do
not require frequent fertil-
ization. Feed them every
two to three months with a
20-20-20 houseplant fertil-
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izer (or one specially for-
mulated for African vio-
lets).

And allow their roots to
become somewhat
crowded; they like cozy
pots.

With proper care, your

THE
NATIONAL
Garden Bureau
has named
2024 as the
Year of the
African Violet.
Pictured,

a bicolor
variety

of the plant.
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African violets may bloom
year-round.
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RESERVATIONS HIGHLY RECOMMENDED

919-675-698

I Coronu olel e, Ot

N

B-una«dﬁw Kestauart Week 2024

Fifty dollars per guest, three courses included

FIRST COURSE SELECTIONS

Bungalow Salad

select one

Corn Chowder

Fresh corn, Applewood smoked bacon

Classic Caesar Salad

Greens, hearts of palm, olives, feta, red onion, bay shrimp, ~ Chopped hearts of romaine, herb croutons, tomato,
shaved Manchego

tarragon vinaigrette

ENTREE SELECTIONS

Prime Filet Mignon
8 oz. prime filet mignon, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes,

fried shallots

California Chicken Breast

Pan-seared chicken breast, oven-roasted tomatoes,

select one

Bone-In Rib Eye
16 oz. prime bone-in rib eye, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes,
fried onion strings

(Twenty-Five Dollar Supplement)

avocado, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes

Miso-Marinated Chilean Sea Bass
Soy glaze, coconuit rice, stir-fried vegetables, mushrooms,
lemongrass ginger beurre blanc

Australian Lobster Tail

King & Blue Crab-Crusted Scottish Salmon
Herb-roasted red potatoes, broccolini, Meyer lemon
beurre blanc

Double Pork Chop
Thick-cut grilled all natural pork chop, creamy caramelized
onion barley risotto, creamed kale, sherry sauce

10 oz. drawn butter, grilled lemon, Yukon Gold mashed potatoes

(Twenty Dollar Supplement)

DESSERT

select one

New York-Style Cheesecake

Vanilla Créme Brilée

Vanilla custard, fresh raspberries

Fresh whipped cream, raspberry coulis

20% Gratuity will be added to parties of eight or more.

Ak

Berries & Ice Cream

Fresh seasonal berries, vanilla bean ice cream

A 3% processing fee will be added to all credit card transactions. For guests that choose to pay with cash, the 3% fee will be waived
*Consuming raw or undercooked meats, poultry, seafood, shellfish or eggs may increase your risk of food-bome illness
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Continued from page A2

mously on Tuesday night to ask
for up to 120 days of more time for
the residents. The next night, at
the O.C. Sanitation District board
meeting, the board agreed to offer
at most a one-month extension,
until the end of February.

The answers aren't satisfactory
for Phillip and Andrea Rizzo, who
live a few houses down from
Clarke on Rhone Lane. They have
an above-ground pool that was
installed last year, a swing and a
fire pit all on the back portion of
their property that would be af-
fected.

The pool has a ramp behind it
to accommodate their 19-year-old
son, AJ., who has cerebral palsy
and is wheelchair-bound.

“If you judge it according to the
manhole, the pipe is somewhere
between where the ramp is and
the fence is,” Andrea Rizzo said.
“They haven't told us where the
pipe is.”

Phillip Rizzo, who spoke at
Tuesday’s City Council meeting,
said he would be fine with hiring a
crane and moving the pool while
OC San accesses the easement.
But with the utility’s current offer,
he would no longer be able to fit
the pool in the reduced space of
his backyard.

He believes that relocating the
pipe when it needs to be replaced
would be a better solution than
taking backyard space from each
house and constructing an 1,800-
foot-long wall.

“If the pipe’s at the end of its
life, then let’s discuss it when the
pipe’s scheduled to be replaced,”
he said. “If it'’s replaced in 2025,
then give us until 2025 to remove
the alleged encroachments. This
arbitrary, ‘We need to clean it up
just in case, with no dialogue, is
just not a solution. There’s a lot
that's unknown. To give us a 60-
day letter on Dec. 1 is just dirty

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

CATHY MONASTRA shows the area that would be impacted at her Huntington Beach home on Rhone Lane.

pool.”

Cabral said OC San needs to go
through a public contract and get
a contractor to pay an estimated
$1 million to mediate the situation
and get rid of the obstructions on
top of the easement.

“Were wusing public funds
through our ratepayers to com-
pensate these 29 property owners
that did something that they wer-
en’t supposed to,” she said. “That
kind of puts us at risk, too, but it’s
because we understand that it’s an
unfortunate situation. Just be-
cause it was a bad decision and/
or situation doesnt mean we
shouldn’t correct it, because we're
legally responsible for this pipe-
line. If something were to happen
today, we could be found negli-
gent.

“About three years ago or so, the

board told us that we needed to
take an active role in our property
management, get an active under-
standing of where our pipelines
are, where our easements are and
actively manage them. We weren't
actively managing them previ-
ously. We were working around
situations, but now it’s gotten to a
point where the trucks that are
being purchased now are bigger.”

Mayor Pro Tem Pat Burns is
Huntington Beach’s representative
on the OC Sanitation District
board. He said during Tuesday’s
Council meeting that the utility is
worried about the weight on top
of the pipe.

“It would a hell of a mess if
something happened and they
didn't get to it right away,” Burns
said. “I don't suggest that we get
between OC San and the owners

in a legally binding way.”

Councilman Dan  Kalmick
agreed with Rizzo that a 60-day
notice sent at the holidays struck
him the wrong way. He also
shared residents’ concerns that
more open space behind the
properties wasn't necessarily a
good thing.

“You've got an area that proper-
ty holders can't see back there,” he
said. “In the police blotter, we see
there’s trash fires back there and
we have unhoused folks back
there. To give more footage back
there, I don't think that’s a great
solution. Does the easement need
to be executed at 30 feet? Can it be
282 feet, and that saves some-
body’s pool?”

City Atty. Michael Gates said the
language of the easement docu-
ment itself is sloppily worded and

overly complicated.

“I think the homeowners have a
point,” Gates said during Tues-
day’s meeting, adding that he’s
met with several of the residents
as well as lawyers from OC San.
“An easement basically holds that
I have a right of certain use to
somebody else’s property. But
when that easement, as OC San is
basically saying, transmutes into
complete entire ownership and
total possession of the entire
ground surface, that's really not an
easement. That’s owning it in fee.”

Some residents have asked for a
town hall meeting, but OC San
has not provided one because ev-
ery property’s situation is differ-
ent. “OC San wants to provide
each property owner the opportu-
nity to ask specific questions
about their individual situation
and not receive generic informa-
tion in a town hall that could po-
tentially lead to more questions,”
Cabral said.

The Rhone Lane residents are
still mulling their options. Cathy
Monastra and her husband, Scott,
have lived at their property for
more than 30 years. They planned
to meet with OC San on Thursday.

Like Clarke, they have an in-
ground pool that would be af-
fected by the cleanup.

“There’s zero consideration of
us, because if there was, they
would give us at least a couple of
options,” Cathy Monastra said.
“It's not all or nothing. We built
this [pool] for our kids, and we
have four grandkids now that en-
joy it too.

“We knew there’s an easement,
but we didnt know much other
than that. Everything we've built
has been permitted and ap-
proved, so we thought we were
doing the right thing. If it’s ap-
proved [by the city], it’s like there’s
a huge lack of communication be-
tween those two entities.”

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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pool.” The team looked at what
cancers were diagnosed in those
movies and what treatments were
offered. Benjamin said they noted
that about 65% of patients were
depicted as having incurable can-
cers, but that doesn't pan out.
“There’s not big statistics out
there; but in our own experi-
ences, there’s a lot of men and

women who have early stage can-
cers that can be treated before
they ever even see a medical on-
cologist,” he said. “When we were
writing this article, we wanted to
contrast it with real world data.
Cancer’s changed a lot over the
last decade.

“With new treatments, there
are individuals living longer now
who, even a decade ago, wouldn't
have been able to get a treatment
that wasn't approved or available.
There’s data from a lot of sources

that the proportion of cancer sur-
vivors is going up in our country.”

The National Cancer Institute
reports that survivorship has
been on the incline since the
1990s, and Benjamin noted new
treatments like immunotherapy
aren’t being acknowledged as via-
ble options for patients in many
films.

He noted that few, if any, of the
films studied were egregiously off
the mark but several lacked speci-
ficity.

“Because there’s a lot of ambi-
guity in films, like with the type of
cancer, whether it’s curable or the
types of treatments, that ... ambi-
guity or a lack of clarity or a clear
plan causes a lot of anxiety and
stress. They may depict cancer as
this ambiguous disease, but really
it's complicated,” Benjamin said.
“Each type of cancer is compli-
cated from how it’s treated, to the
stage that dictates how curable it
is and the many types of new
treatments out there that may be

able to help.”

Benjamin said that the com-
mentary is intended not to
harshly criticize inaccurate por-
trayals in film but to call for med-
ical professionals to act as con-
sultants and allow practicing doc-
tors to unravel the misconcep-
tions around what are often the
scariest moments of people’s
lives.

lilly.nguyen@latimescom
Twitter: @lillibirds
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