
U sually, 6-year-old Matthew
Perez, who is autistic,
isolates himself during

family activities.
But when his parents took his

older siblings outside to their
Costa Mesa backyard a couple of
weeks ago to plant some to-
matoes, peppers and flowers, he
joined them.

As the end of the stay-at-home
order stretches further away,
residents in coastal Orange
County have turned to nature —
even as cities close off beaches
and parks.

The Perez family’s backyard
recently became a welcome re-
prieve.

They received a garden tray
from Olga Parra, director of com-
munity development for the
Wilson Street Learning Center.
Rain prevented them from gar-
dening for a few days, but as soon
as the weather allowed, the family
trooped outside.

“It’s either our phones or
watching TV,” said Lety Perez, 34,
Matthew’s mother. “Having them
to do something out of the ordi-
nary … it’s pretty neat to watch
them just have fun with it.”

Since the planting day, the
seedlings have flourished and the
flowers have grown a few inches,
Lety said. She reminds Matthew,
18-year-old Kathy and 11-year-old

Nathan not to water them every
day. Matthew runs outside every
morning to check on the baby
plants’ growth.

“To see him get excited about it
was very satisfying,” Lety said.

One hundred years ago, “vic-
tory gardens” sprouted as a way
for patriotic Americans to aid
soldiers in World War I by grow-
ing their own foods so that more
supplies could be shipped over-
seas. Ruth Kobayashi-Sanchez, a
Newport Beach resident, said her

parents were kids during World
War II.

Her in-laws were sent to the
Japanese internment camps.

“My mom used to talk often
about how everyone in Los Ange-
les had a ‘victory garden’ due to
shortages during the war,” Koba-
yashi-Sanchez said.

“As I recall, it met the immedi-
ate need of self-sufficiency for
produce, but was also a symbol
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COSTAMESA
Councilwoman
Arlis Reynolds

unloads her order
of spring sale

plants she bought
from the Orange

Coast College
Horticultural
Department.
Reynolds is

donating them to
Olga Parra, who is
giving them away

to Costa Mesa
families who want

to learn about
gardening.

Courtesy of the South Laguna Community Garden Park

IN EARLY APRIL, the South Laguna Community Garden Park gave
out seedlings from the Ranch at Laguna Beach to interested gardeners.

BY FAITH E. PINHOAND LILLY NGUYEN

See Gardens, page A4
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Nearly three months af-
ter the helicopter crash
that killed Kobe Bryant,
his daughter Gianna and
seven others, the surviv-
ing members of two fam-
ilies have sued the com-
pany that operated the
aircraft.

In wrongful death com-
plaints filed Sunday in Los
Angeles County Superior
Court, the Altobelli and
Mauser families allege
that negligence by Fill-
more-based Island Ex-
press Holding Corp. and
Island Express Helicopters
resulted in the accident in
Calabasas.

The lawsuit said the
plaintiffs suffered a variety
of damages because of the
“careless, negligence and
unlawful conduct” of the
defendants.

John Altobelli, wife Keri
and their daughter Alyssa
died in the crash. The law-
suit was filed on behalf of
the family’s two remain-
ing children. Altobelli was
the longtime baseball
coach at Orange Coast

College.
Matthew Mauser,

whose wife, Christina,
died in the crash, also
sued, along with his three
children. Christina was an
Edison High graduate.

An attorney for Island
Express declined to com-
ment on the lawsuit.

The Sikorsky S-76B
slammed into a hillside
near Las Virgenes Road
and Willow Glen Street
amid dense fog on Jan. 26
while flying to a youth
basketball game at the
Mamba Sports Academy
in Thousand Oaks. All
nine people aboard were
killed.

Gianna Bryant and
Alyssa Altobelli were
teammates, and Christina
Mauser was an assistant
coach.

The other victims were
Payton Chester, another
teammate; Sarah Chester,
her mother; and Ara
Zobayan, the pilot.

A preliminary report by
the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board didn’t

O.C. families
involved in
Bryant crash
file lawsuit
BYNATHAN FENNO

See Lawsuit, page A2

As COVID-19 continues
to fasten its grip on Or-
ange County, county and
city staff are adjusting
2020 census outreach ef-
forts and figuring out cre-
ative ways to reach under-
served communities that
have traditionally gone
uncounted.

Saul Viramontes, Or-
ange County’s head of
Census 2020 special proj-
ects, said canvassing and
event appearances have
been replaced by digital
and social advertising and
influencer marketing and
online call-to-action vide-
os from local government
officials.

Viramontes said the
county is currently at a
“good” response rate of
60.4%. Orange County
had a 75% response rate
in 2010.

But, Viramontes
pointed out that just be-
cause the county is receiv-
ing a good response rate
doesn’t mean that every
community is being
counted.

“There’s more people
than your data might be
telling you,” Viramontes
said. “How do we know
who is being underserved
if we don’t know they are

there at all?”
The county is using tar-

geted messaging to con-
nect with the populations
that are traditionally
undercounted in Orange
County — communities
of color, children under 5,
the homeless and veter-
ans. Although, the inabil-
ity to use in-person mes-
saging makes the task
challenging.

“It’s 100% more difficult
to get these hard-to-count
people involved now after
COVID,” Viramontes said.
“We are looking for ways
to engage with people but
a lot of the ways usually
involve an element of be-
ing outside.”

One method the county
came up with is bus ad-
vertising in Spanish, Viet-
namese and English. Vira-
montes said they are try-
ing to reach every com-
munity in their own
language through digital
and social advertising.
The county is also reach-
ing out to ethnic media
outlets and looking to ad-
vertise at ethnic grocery
stores.

Local government offi-
cials will be recording
call-to-action videos next
week in various lan-

Census outreach
efforts go digital
in Orange County
BY BEN BRAZIL

See Census, page A6
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The world as Tae Crow-
der knows it is about to get
a lot bigger.

Bigger and bluer, that is.
The New York Giants se-

lected Crowder with the
255th and final pick in the
2020 NFL Draft, making
him the 45th member of
the Mr. Irrelevant fraternity.

“It’s a blessing,” Crowder
said of having his name
called in the draft. “It still
feels surreal. Everybody
means a lot to me, every-
body in my community. I
come from a small town, so
this is crazy for me right
now.”

Crowder, a 6-foot-3, 245-
pound inside linebacker,
finished second on the
Bulldogs with 62 total tack-
les as a senior this past sea-
son. Additionally, Crowder
was one of 12 semifinalists
for the Butkus Award, given
annually to the nation’s top
collegiate linebacker.

He played in a New Year’s
Six bowl game for the third
consecutive year. Georgia
beat Baylor 26-14 in the

Sugar Bowl this year.
Growing up in the small

town of Pine Mountain,
Ga., which has a population
of about 1,400, Crowder has
never been to New York. He
has only been to California
for the Rose Bowl, which
Georgia won 54-48 over a
Baker Mayfield-led Okla-
homa team in double over-
time in 2018.

The Giants, nicknamed
“Big Blue,” had not made
the last selection in the

draft since taking fullback
John Tuggle out of Cal in
1983.

Crowder said a couple of
his former college team-
mates are already on the
Giants in outside linebacker
Lorenzo Carter and corner-
back DeAndre Baker.

Paul Salata, a former NFL
wide receiver who played
for the San Francisco 49ers
and the Baltimore Colts,
came up with the idea of
Mr. Irrelevant. For 45 years,

Irrelevant Week has cele-
brated the underdog and is
a reminder that it is an
honor to be chosen in the
draft, no matter when.

Undoubtedly, Crowder
fits the bill. He came to the
University of Georgia from
Hamilton (Ga.) Harris
County High as a running
back, but by the time he
reached his redshirt sopho-
more season, he had to

See Crowder, page A6

PRO FOOTBALL

‘Big Blue’ deal being drafted for new Mr. Irrelevant
BYANDREWTURNER
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Tae Crowder (30),
seen during the
Allstate Sugar
Bowl in New
Orleans on Jan. 1,
was drafted with
the final pick by
the New York
Giants, becoming
the 45th Mr.
Irrelevant.


