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Police arrested 29 more people Sun-
day night in downtown Huntington
Beach in the aftermath of a wild TikTok
party, and an unlawful assembly was
declared for the second straight night.

The gathering was much smaller than
that of the night before, when an esti-
mated 2,500 people moved from the
beach to the Main Street area, and 149
ended up being arrested. The event,
dubbed “Adrian’s kickback,” happened
after Adrian Lopez’s TikTok video invit-
ing people to the beach to celebrate his
birthday went viral.

Sunday’s gathering was estimated at
about 150 people, Huntington Beach
Police Department spokeswoman Jenni-
fer Carey said, and started around the
Pier Plaza area.

The 29 arrests were for violations in-
cluding firing dangerous and illegal fire-
works, assault with a deadly weapon, re-
sisting arrest and failure to disperse,
Carey said. Sixteen adults and 13 ju-
veniles were arrested.

Carey said the unlawful assembly was

29 more
arrested in
downtown
H.B. on
Sunday
Anunlawful assemblywas
declared for the second
straightnight after fireworks
were thrownatpoliceofficers.
BYMATT SZABO

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

EVERYTHINGWAS business as usual in
HuntingtonBeach onMonday following a
wildweekendwhere almost180people
were arrested after crowds gathered for a
viral birthday party advertised onTikTok.

See Arrests, page A2

Jennifer Carey pressed “send” on the
email to various media outlets at
2:59 a.m. Sunday morning.

She made it home from the Hunting-
ton Beach Police Department by about
4 a.m. but didn’t get to sleep, as she be-
gan fielding calls from reporters about

an hour later.
It was a busy wel-

come to the end of her
first week on the job as
the department’s new
public information offi-
cer.

“My idea when I
came into this was that
I’m just going to kind of
tiptoe into this and
learn about the police

department,” Carey said. “Obviously,
that didn’t happen … but I knew that
was the job coming in. The police de-
partment operates 24-7.”

Carey, 35, takes over for former Officer
Angie Bennett, who resigned from the
position — and the force — last October
due to complications during her recov-
ery from breast cancer. Carey started on
the job on May 17 and, after a day and a
half of training, was almost immediately

H.B. police’s
new public
information
officer learns
on the job
Jennifer Carey, who has a
public relations background,
had an eventful first week
working in her hometown.
BYMATT SZABO

See Carey, page A2

Jennifer
Carey

Michelle LeBron lived in a
small, back-unit townhouse on
Jasmine Avenue. There was a
courtyard where her three
young children could play, but
that didn’t afford much space.
Grant Howald Park became
their oasis.

“We were here six days a
week,” LeBron said, “and I be-
gan to notice the condition of
the park was faltering. I just
said, ‘This needs major rehab,’
so I contacted [the] parks and
recreation [department] and
spoke with the supervisor back
then and he did very little. It
was, ‘OK, we’ll throw paint on
the bench; we’ll power-wash.’

“He just wasn’t motivated.
He’s not there any longer, but
— so, I said, ‘You know what?
It’s going to take numbers to
make a change’ and so I created
the petition,” LeBron said.

The petition in question was
circulated online through
Nextdoor and other platforms
in 2016 and received a little over
100 signatures from residents in
Corona del Mar, Newport
Beach and Costa Mesa.

“Everyone came behind that
petition and then they called
me and they said, ‘OK, let’s
meet,’ and that’s when the

changes started happening,”
LeBron said, adding that the
support the effort received
from Newport Beach Recre-
ation and Senior Services Di-
rector Laura Detweiler, Deputy
Director Sean Levin and Coun-
cilwoman Joy Brenner was
“amazing.”

Grant Howald Park — located
at 3000 5th Ave. — was bustling
with new life Tuesday morning.
While city officials chatted with

some residents, parents were
chasing after their children
across the newly refurbished
playgrounds while others were
waiting eagerly to join in the
fun while standing by for the
official ribbon cutting.

Corona del Mar resident Liz
Keramati watched on as her
two children — Jordan, 2, and
Leila, 3 — rode hand-in-hand
together down a slide connect-
ing the two playgrounds.

“It looks amazing. The kids
are loving it,” said Keramati,
who added that she and her
kids often frequented the park
prior to its closure for construc-
tion in August 2020.

Leila, a little breathless, said
she was having fun as she
bounded across the poured-in-
place rubber playground sur-
face, hurrying to ride down the
slide again with her brother.

Construction on the
$6.3-million renovation took
about nine months to finish.
City officials said improve-
ments included a complete re-
build of the two playgrounds, a
new synthetic, multipurpose
playing field, the beautification
of 5th Avenue frontage with
fencing and removal of utility
poles, new LED sports lighting,
landscaping, improved walka-
bility and restroom and parking
lot upgrades.

The park was built in 1954
and was named after Grant
Howald four years later.
Howald was known throughout
the community for his activism
with the city’s seniors and was
the director of both the New-
port Beach and Corona del Mar
chambers of commerce.
Howald was also the first local

Newport Beach’s Grant Howald Park sees
new life and some laughs from residents

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

PATRICKCHARRIOU, far right, spins his children, Tristan, 9, top
center, Ireland, 12, bottom left, andMadison, 11, second from right,
around at a newplayground at GrantHowald Park in Corona delMar.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Park, page A2

Orange County Supervisors
Donald Wagner and Katrina Fo-
ley have joined the family of the
late Aiden Leos in its deter-
mined search for the suspect
who shot and killed the Costa
Mesa 6-year-old in an apparent
road rage incident on the 55
Freeway in Orange last week.

Leos died after a gunman
fired into his mother’s car while
the vehicle was traveling in the
northbound lanes around
8 a.m. on Friday. He had been
on his way to a kindergarten
class in Yorba Linda.

Wagner and Foley both de-
cided to contribute from the
discretionary budgets of their
respective offices, matching the
family’s offering and bringing
the total reward to $150,000 for
information leading to an arrest
and conviction in the case.

Aiden’s family had put up a
$50,000 reward for information
that assisted in the investiga-
tion.

Wagner asked the Orange
County Board of Supervisors to
allow him to match it via his
discretionary budget with the

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
ALBERT LAMONTE of Huntington Beach looks on as his son Marcel, 2, places a paper pinwheel among a makeshift memorial for
6-year-old Aiden Leos of Costa Mesa, who was fatally shot during an apparent road rage incident on the 55 Freeway in Orange last week.

Supervisors to add to reward
in fatal shooting of 6-year-old

JAMES AND EILEEN ANGUIANO of Los Angeles pay their respects at a memorial for Aiden Leo.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Reward, page A4
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The City of Huntington Beach Seeks
Personnel Commission Applicants

Applications are currently being considered to fill three
(3) vacancies on the City of Huntington Beach
Personnel Commission. The vacancies are for the term
of July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2023.
The Personnel Commission acts in an advisory capacity
to the City Council and City Manager regarding
determination of hearing procedures and selection of
hearing officers, personnel administration
investigations, appeals on grievance matters, appeals
from decisions related to the employer-employee
relations resolution, reviews impasse matters, and
performs other functions as may be prescribed by
ordinance or resolution. The Commission meets
monthly on the third Wednesday at 5:30 pm.
Interested applicants are encouraged to complete a City
of Huntington Beach Application for consideration by
first review date of Monday, May 31, 2021. For an
application, please visit the City’s official website at
www.huntingtonbeachca.gov and click on Government
and then on Boards and Commissions. An application
can be completed online or downloaded and submitted
to the City Council Office located at City Hall.
For more information, contact John Clark, Director of
Administrative Services at (714) 536-5586 or Sandy
Henderson, Senior Personnel Analyst at (714) 960-
8828.
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ACROSS
1 Have a yen for
5 Weight revealer
10 To boot
14 Not up yet
15 __ Sea; Great
Barrier Reef's
location
16 Nourish
17 Tire tracks
18 Bamboozled
20 Highest degree
21 Swindles
22 Dangers
23 African nation
25 Trumpeter
Severinsen
26 Badger
28 Desert rovers
31 Let in
32 Refrain syllables
34 Mischievous
fairy
36 "King of the
Jungle"
37 Uncertainty
38 Skin marking
39 "__ Miserables"
40 Appears in the
distance
41 Incline
42 Maximum
44 Raspy-voiced
45 Run up a tab

46 Punctuation
mark
47 Make amends
50 Black Friday
event
51 Cruise, for one
54 Smuggled goods
57 "Take a __!";
words to a pest
58 Symptom of
hives

59 Actor Willem
60 Lobster recipe
verb
61 Poor marks
62 Transparent
63 Dollar bills

DOWN
1 Admonish
2 Border on
3 Lowest

4 49ers' goals, for
short
5 Ice cream
portions
6 Dracula's title
7 Garfunkel's
namesakes

8 __ Vegas
9 Lawn tree
10 Where to find
Chad
11 Gives permission
to
12 Hunt for
13 Bookie's figures
19 Odor
21 Bodily sac
24 Make progress
25 Blockhead
26 Corridor
27 "Bye, Pierre!"
28 Captures
29 Adornment
30 Smacks
32 Tugboat sound
33 "Yo-ho-ho and a
bottle of __"
35 Complimentary
37 Rx label info
38 Grand __;
pitcher's horror
40 Reduce, as a
price
41 Partial amount
43 March & others
44 Word attached
to house or office
46 Narrow boat
47 Heartburn cause
48 Carry
49 In the past
50 Sound's partner,
in phrase
52 Haggard's "__
from Muskogee"
53 Blanc & Gibson
55 Promos
56 Word of disgust
57 Premium cable
channel

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword, see page A4.

declared when some in the
crowd started throwing fire-
works at police officers.

“Obviously, we had a
large police presence in the
area [Sunday] night, in
preparation for something,”
she said. “We were moni-
toring the situation. We had
no problem with the large
gathering taking place, until
they started throwing fire-
works at the officers.”

According to police arrest
logs, a majority of the peo-
ple arrested Sunday night
were not from Huntington
Beach. Some were from as
far as the Central Valley, like
two Bakersfield men who
were arrested for fireworks
charges.

The cleanup after Sat-
urday night was swift. A
community cleanup on

Sunday afternoon was ad-
vertised on social media. By
the time Councilman Dan
Kalmick tweeted a picture
shortly after 2 p.m. Sunday,
Main Street appeared to be
back to normal.

“Well done HB Public
Works on getting down-
town cleaned up and to all
of the volunteers in our
community for helping
too!” Kalmick tweeted. He
also thanked local and re-
gional law enforcement and
asked residents to spend
some money downtown
this week to support local
businesses.

A GoFundMe was started
by Jodi McKay of the Hunt-
ington Beach International
Surfing Museum to support
40 local artists whose ex-
hibits were destroyed Sat-
urday night in the melee.

Continued from page A1
ARRESTS

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

thrust into action.
“Adrian’s kickback,” a

birthday party spurred on
by a social media post on
TikTok, drew about 2,500
people to the area around
Pier Plaza on Saturday
night and resulted in 149 ar-
rests.

There were 29 more ar-
rests made Sunday night,
after people started throw-
ing fireworks at police offi-
cers.

Carey monitored social
media and worked with
people in the department,
including interim Police
Chief Julian Harvey, to
make sure that accurate de-
tails were being communi-
cated to media and thus to
the general public.

Carey, whose background
is in public relations, is
working for a police depart-
ment for the first time.

The Fountain Valley High
School graduate, who was
born and lives in Hunting-
ton Beach, graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in polit-
ical science from Arizona
State University.

She previously worked in
the private sector, before
spending five years with the
city of Long Beach as a
community relations officer
in the department of Public
Works.

She also was a key mem-
ber of Long Beach’s Joint In-
formation Center, which re-
layed information about
COVID-19 and civil unrest.
In that role, she said she got
to work a good amount
with LBPD.

Of course, handling a
“kickback” a few days into
her new job was something
totally different. Carey
doesn’t even get officially

sworn in as the public in-
formation officer until
June 1.

“Having the experience
of being thrown into the
event that we had, it made
me appreciate the officers
and staff that we have here
so much more,” she said. “I
dove in headfirst, and in
hindsight, I learned a lot
from the event that took
place. My respect level grew
exponentially for the peo-
ple in this department.”

Carey did not mind her
role, describing herself as a
workaholic who loves the
fast-paced, reactionary
situations that she may en-
counter in her new posi-
tion.

Additionally, she is proud
to call Surf City home and
serve her community in
this way.

“We want people to
come to Huntington,” she
said. “We want people to
come to the beach, we want
people to take advantage of
the restaurants and busi-
nesses that we have here.
We just want them to abide
by the laws. We don’t want
them to be destructive and
violent.”

Harvey said the hiring of
Carey fills a critical role in
the department.

“Without [Bennett] on
board, it just left a big void
that others have to fill,” he
said. “It usually falls on
someone that has other re-
sponsibilities. So, to have
someone of Jennifer’s cali-
ber and background focus-
ing on this essential func-
tion is hugely beneficial.
We’re very lucky, very fortu-
nate to have her on board.

“She was indoctrinated
on the first day, literally,
and she’s done a great job.”

Continued from page A1
CAREY

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

postmaster in Corona del
Mar. Howald died of natural
causes in 1996.

“Everybody that’s worked
on [the project] has been
here from beginning to
end. So, I think it’s generat-
ed a generous amount of
pride and ownership.
Everybody knows how valu-
able these projects are to
the community, so it’s just
been a really fun project,”
Detweiler said.

“When I look around, I
think about all of the peo-
ple that are really involved
in this project and it’s all of
you. It takes an army to
complete projects like these
that are complex, but also
try to hang onto the charac-
ter of this park and what it’s
meant for this community
but really find ways to im-
prove it,” she said.

Mayor Brad Avery re-
counted the history of the
park and the Howalds, jok-
ingly adding that, "[People]
always ask, ‘Are you having
fun?’ And it’s always a nu-
anced answer, but I will tell
you [a ribbon cutting] is the
fun part,” as children
played in the background.

“The park isn’t anything
without the families —
without the children enjoy-
ing it, without adults recre-
ating, having a great time
and, so, it really boils down
to that. We make a big deal
out of our buildings,” Avery
said. “We’ve got 65 parks in
this town, but it doesn’t
matter if people aren’t using
those buildings ... or a park
like this gets reimagined
into something that’s even
more useful and provides
more enjoyment for the
public and more of our resi-

dents.”
Brenner, who represents

District 6 on the City Coun-
cil, also thanked residents
for coming and for their in-
volvement in revitalizing
what she called the hub of
Corona del Mar’s commu-
nity.

"[This] wouldn’t be pos-
sible without Michelle Le-
Bron,” Brenner said.
“Michelle LeBron is a com-
munity member who
looked at this and we’ve all
been having our kids play
here for years ... and maybe
didn’t notice it really was
going downhill and that it
needed improvement.”

LeBron’s since moved
from her old home on Jas-
mine Avenue and her three
children — Ireland LeBron-
Charriou, 12; Madison Le-
Bron-Charriou, 11; and Tris-
tan LeBron-Charriou, 9 —
have gotten older since she
started the petition, but she
beamed with pride Tues-
day.

“It’s really transforma-
tional. They went way
above and beyond what I
would have ever have imag-
ined,” LeBron said. “It’s just
a complete transformation
from where it was back
then and so I’m just
thrilled. I’m really thrilled.
This has always been a very
busy park, but I think peo-
ple are going to get much
more use out of it with their
kids here in the village and
the [Community Youth
Center].”

“I think it’s going to be
much busier now and I
think it might be a destina-
tion for other people in
Newport Beach to come
and visit this park now,” she
added.

Continued from page A1
PARK

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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COVIDVACCINEFACTS.COM | 714.834.2000
@OCGOV&@OCHEALTH|SAFE. FREE. EFFECTIVE.

Open 8 am to 5 pm • Thursdays: 12pm – 8pm
Site closing June 5

Orange County Fair
& Event Center Vaccination

88 Fair Drive, Costa Mesa, CA 92626

COVID-19 vaccines were evaluated in tens of thousands of
participants in clinical trials. The vaccines met the Food
and Drug Administration’s (FDA) rigorous scientific

standards for safety, effectiveness, and manufacturing
quality needed to support emergency use authorization.

COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective.

LET’SGETVACCINATED!

For more information

No appointment necessary

@SupervisorFoley
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC
SALE OF ABANDONED

PROPERTY
Notice is hereby given
that the undersigned
intends to sell the per-
sonal property described
below to enforce a Lien
imposed on said property
under the California Self-
Storage Act (Bus. & Prof.
Code S21700-21716).
The undersigned will sell
at public sale by com-
petitive bidding on June
9, 2021 @ 10:00 AM. , on
the premises where said
property has been stored
and which are located at
PACIFIC MESA PROPER-
TIES / 17TH STREET SELF-
STORAGE, 670 W. 17th
Street, #C-4, Costa Mesa,
County of Orange, State
of California.
Contents included per-
sonal items, household
goods, machine tools &
misc. items. Units and
tenants listed below.

k McCulloch

Legal Notices

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Sell your Car
in Classified !

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

#99 Mark McCulloch
#181 Mark McCulloch

Landlord reserves the
right to bid at the sale.
Purchase must be paid in
cash only. All purchased
items sold“as is”andmust
be removed at the time
of sale. Sale is subject to
cancellation in the event
of a settlement between
owner and the obligated
party.
O’Brien’s Auction Ser-
vice, 909-681-4113 -- B/N
14663730049
Published in the Orange
Coast Daily Pilot
5/23, 5/30/2021

Legal Notices

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment, pet or new
occupation!

Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today
timescommunityadvertising.com

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

CLEANING
CLEANER OR HOUSE-

KEEPER NEEDED
Cleaner needed $650/

Weekly
Working Days: 3days
Time Schedule: 7AM

- 1PM
Email: james-

mann88856@gmail.com
4129306835

Employment

To advertise go to
timescommunityadvertising.com
Put a few words to work for you.

Legal Operations
Analyst:

(Costa Mesa, CA) Set up
doc record & mainte-
nance system for the

legal docs of the Co., act
as a liaison between the
external counsels & the
mgmt. Assist & coord

co’s trademark & patent
applications w/ external
counsels. Support direc-
tors in their compliance
w/ the co policies. Bach’s
Deg in Legal Studies or
Pre-Law. 12 Months Exp
in the job or as a Law
Clerk. M-F, 40 hrs/wk;
Send Resume to Hakan
Buvan, President, Buvan
Corp Inc., 130 Mccormick
Ave, Ste 104, Costa Mesa,

CA 92626.

Employment

Advertise in CLASSIFIED Today
timescommunityadvertising.com

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
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incident occurring in his
district.

“I can’t imagine the hor-
ror, and there’s nothing we
can do to undo it,” Wagner
told reporters at a news
conference prior to Tues-
day’s board meeting. “May-
be this is a little something
we can do to help at least
bring this person to justice
and closure for this family,
to the extent that’s even
possible.”

Foley also set aside
$50,000 as reward money
with Aiden’s family residing
in Costa Mesa, part of her
district and the city where
she previously served as
mayor. The Board of Super-
visors approved both con-
tributions.

“Helping with the investi-
gation, ‘All hands on deck,’
is what I say,” Foley said.

“Anybody who can help.
If anyone saw anything, if
anyone knows these people
and has heard them talking
about it, report it, be a good
citizen, and do the right
thing because we just can’t
let people go around shoot-
ing people on the freeway.
That cannot be tolerated in
a civilized society.”

The California Highway
Patrol is asking for tips us-
ing the phone number 800-
TELL-CHP (835-5247) or by
emailing santaanachp
tipline@chp.ca.gov.

Investigators have de-
scribed the suspect’s vehi-
cle as a white sedan, pos-

sibly a Volkswagen sedan.
Aiden’s mother was driving
a silver Chevrolet Cruze
sedan, authorities said.

Costa Mesa Mayor John
Stephens, who described
the family’s loss as “a par-
ent’s worst nightmare,” said
that he had spoken to Foley.
He said he learned Tuesday
morning that Aiden’s
mother, Joanna Cloonan,
was a Costa Mesa resident.

Stephens added that he
had been in contact with
city staff about bringing an
agenda item to consider
contributing to the reward
for information leading to
the arrest of the person re-
sponsible for the death of
Aiden.

He indicated the item
would be put on the
agenda for the next Costa
Mesa City Council meeting
on Tuesday.

“I was just thinking about
it this morning, how ter-
rible it is to lose anyone at
that age,” Stephens said.
“There’s just not words for
something like that. I have
four kids of my own, so I
just can’t even wrap my
mind around the grief and
the sadness that the family
must be going through.”

A GoFundMe page in
support of Aiden’s mother
had raised more than
$227,000 as of 6 p.m. on
Tuesday.

Another GoFundMe page
was made to support his fa-
ther following the loss of his
son.

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

A GOFUNDME page established in support of Aiden Leos’
mother had raised more than $227,000 as of 6 p.m. Tuesday.

SANTA
ANA
resident
Patricia
Alkawadri
leaves a
message at
a memorial
for 6-year-
old Aiden
Leos of
Costa Mesa.
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