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Some new temporary traffic in-
stallations on and around Costa
Mesa’s busy West 19th Street are
forcing drivers to slow down and
become more aware of their sur-
roundings as they traverse key in-
tersections in an entirely new
manner — via roundabouts.

And, although the new traffic
circles will be in place only until
Friday as part of a pilot program
being conducted by a local non-
profit, the reconfigurations are in-
spiring reactions from Costa Mesa
drivers in favor of, and opposed
to, the recent change in flow.

Crews began the work Friday,
strategically placing patterns of
cones and traffic dividers at the
intersections where 19th Street
meets Monrovia Avenue and, less
than half a mile away, its juncture
with Wallace Avenue.

Working in consultation with
the city, the nonprofit Costa Mesa
Alliance for Better Streets de-
signed and built the temporary
traffic calming measures as part
of a “Reimagine 19th” project.

They will collect information
and survey data they hope will in-
form future conversations about
the street’s design and walkability.
An online survey is at cmabs.org/
survey.

Alliance President Russell Toler
says the pilot project is an alter-

native to traditional street instal-
lations, which can take years to
design and build and cost cities
millions without offering any
guarantee of real-world effective-
ness.

“That’s the beauty of this tem-
porary, iterative process — you
test it, and if it doesn’t work, you
can tweak it,” he said.

Toler acknowledged not every-
one is a fan of the traffic circles.
Alliance members have gotten
feedback from less-than-happy
Costa Mesans, some of whom

noted the roundabouts have stop
signs instead of yield signs.

That was an issue on which city
officials would not budge, he
clarified.

Some locals have taken to so-
cial media to support the traffic
experiment, while others decry it
as a confusion and waste of city
funds.

In truth, the effort is funded
with a $9,600 mini-grant from the
Southern California Assn. of Gov-

Drivers seeing circles on Costa Mesa’s
West 19th Street — if only for a week

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer
A BICYCLIST rides through an intersection at 19th Street and Monrovia
Avenue in Costa Mesa on Monday, where a roundabout was installed.

BY SARA CARDINE

See 19th, page A2

The Laguna Beach Unified
School District has submitted its
application for an elementary
school waiver.

After a motion was carried by
a 5-0 vote in a recent meeting of
the district’s board of education,
school officials submitted the
application on Sept. 8.

Data on the Orange County
Health Care Agency website in-
dicated that 139 schools in the
county have applied for a waiver
as of Tuesday, and 135 schools
have been approved to reopen
for in-person learning.

District Deputy Supt. Leisa
Winston said that the status of
the waiver will be discussed at
the board meeting on Thursday.
The district has two elementary
schools — El Morro and Top of
the World.

Concerning the question of
whether or not parents feel
comfortable having their chil-
dren return to in-person learn-
ing, Winston cited the results of
a district survey that showed a
significant majority of parents
wanted the district to apply for
the waiver.

“The elementary parent sur-
vey conducted by the district in-
dicated that 79% supported the
district applying for the waiver

to reopen for in-person learn-
ing,” Winston said. “Our em-
ployee associations supported
the board’s decision to apply for
the elementary waiver.”

The board approved a stag-
gered-start concept in its last
meeting, which would first bring
back students from transitional
kindergarten to second grade.
Groups of students in higher
grade levels would progressively
be brought back to school.

“Our teachers and staff are
doing a tremendous job of im-
plementing distance learning at
all levels,” Winston said.

“That said, we know that
many of our youngest students
and students who need addi-
tional support have a more im-
mediate need for in-person
learning, and so it is our goal to
get them back first in an envi-
ronment consistent with [Cali-
fornia Department of Public
Health] reopening guidance.

“We will continue to have vir-
tual-only options for those fam-
ilies who feel it is in their child’s
best interest to remain in that
setting.”

Mandy McDow, a mother of
three, including a fifth-grader at
Top of the World, noted that dis-
tance learning presents its chal-

Laguna Beach Unified
School District applies for
elementary school waiver
BYANDREWTURNER

SeeWaiver, page A3

When Newport-Mesa Unified
officials approved a plan Thurs-
day to return students to cam-
puses under a hybrid learning
model starting Sept. 29, they did
so against the recommendation
of the teachers union, which
called the plan too rushed to be
safe.

“Although we have had several
discussions, we still have out-
standing questions related to the
implementation of these mod-
els,” Newport-Mesa Federation of
Teachers President Tamara Fair-
banks said in a statement read at
the district’s special meeting.

“The lack of information on
safety and instruction demon-
strates to us that NMUSD is not
ready for reopening,” she contin-
ued.

Board members acted anyway,
voting 7-0 to allow students from
transitional kindergarten to sec-
ond grade to return Sept. 29
under a half-day model, with
grades three to six to follow
Oct. 1 and middle and high
schoolers returning to their own
hybrid learning plans Oct. 12.

Returning students are those
whose families opted for a multi-
level learning plan designed to
shift in response to state reopen-
ing recommendations based on
Orange County’s coronavirus
rates. Guidelines indicated earlier
this month the county’s TK-12
schools could reopen as soon as
Sept. 22.

Special education students
may also return on Sept. 29 for a
full day of instruction, while
some 1,700 students enrolled in a
100% virtual Cloud Academy will
finish out the school year online.

Now, with just two weeks to go
before children begin arriving on
campus, employees are urging
the district to either address out-
standing safety, hygiene and in-
structional concerns or keep
schools shuttered.

An op-ed written Monday on
behalf of more than 125 teachers,

School
district’s
plan to
reopen
criticized
Newport-Mesa Unified
employees say some
concerns need to be
addressed or campuses
should stay shuttered.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Plan, page A3

W hen Newport Beach resident Ken-
neth Mullinix got out of the water
on Sept. 6, he saw the number

“100" etched in the sand.
The 63-year-old doesn’t know who wrote it

there, but he knows the reason why — it was
Labor Day weekend when he finished swim-
ming the last mile of his 100-mile goal, an
effort that started on Memorial Day weekend
as a challenge to himself as he continues his
recovery from a stroke he had in 2015.

He lived in Laguna Beach at the time and
had a persistent cough. After a pickup volley-
ball match, an acquaintance called and of-
fered him a prescription medication to re-
lieve the symptoms.

Twenty minutes later, Mullinix said he
came home when the first signs of a stroke
began to emerge — though he didn’t know it
at the time.

Doctors told him in 2016 he had survived a
“mid- to moderate-sized stroke,” which
could be “lethal and leave someone perma-
nently disabled.”

Mullinix said the stroke left him unable to
speak, walk or form sentences for a year.

“I was scared to death,” Mullinix said.
On the advice of his doctors, Mullinix

started to exercise and gradually to run in
the deep sand along the beach and do short
swims. He also biked along Coast Highway in
Laguna Beach in hopes of growing his body
stronger as he recovered.

“I used to go out to Main Beach and swim
30, 35 yards. Then, it was ‘Are the paramedics
too far away?’ I would stumble and fall, and

it was just horrible,” he said.
On the anniversary of his release from

Mission Hospital in Mission Viejo in 2016, he
ran a round-trip through the sand between
Newport and Huntington Beach piers.

This year, he decided to swim 100 miles.

“Last year, I went 65 miles without keeping
track,” Mullinix said. “I was just going, so I
thought, ‘If I can do that, I’m going to do
100.’ ”

100
MILES
AHEAD

Kenneth Mullinix survived a stroke in 2015. Five years later,
from Memorial Day to Labor Day, he swam 100 miles. He
wants stroke survivors to know that recovery is possible.

Photos by Scott Smeltzer |Staff Photographer

TOPPHOTO:KennethMullinix,whosurvivedastroke in2015,prepares for a swimin theoceannear
theNewportBeachPieronFriday.ABOVE:FromMemorialDayuntil LaborDayweekend,Mullinix
swam100miles in theocean.Mullinix saidhenextplans to start training to runamarathon.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See 100 Miles, page A3
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ACROSS
1 Cake recipe verb,
perhaps
5 "to __, dust to
dust"
10 Most common
element on earth
14 Penniless
15 Forest
16 Forbidden thing
17 Off the
expected course;
amiss
18 Tossing game
20 Arrest
21 Uses a chair
22 Pushover
23 European
nation
25 Crony
26 Frenchwoman's
title
28 Equestrians
31 Agassi of tennis
32 Tranquillity
34 Aide to Santa
36 In a __; sulking
37 Lewis'
exploring partner
38 Sheet of ice
39 Relations
40 Mailman's beat
41 By __ and
bounds; rapidly
42 Braggart's
problem
44 Dirty tricks
45 As likely as __;
probably
46 Terra-__; patio
pot clay
47 Ill-suited
50 Raised area for
a lectern
51 Sunbather's
reward
54 Men's casual
tops
57 Measure of
distance
58 Middle East
nation
59 Royal decree
60 Team defeat
61 Brooklyn team
62 Tenth-graders
63 Shoelace
problem

DOWN
1 Spick-and-__; very

clean
2 Neighbor of
Missouri
3 Prohibiting
4 Endeavor
5 For __; briefly
6 Like a chimney
flue
7 __ d'oeuvres

8 Sullivan &
Bradley
9 90 degrees
from ENE
10 Breathe in
11 Part of a tooth
12 Singles
13 Too inquisitive
19 Digging tool

21 All the __;
nevertheless
24 Small fruit pie
25 Choose
26 Disguise
27 Actress Potts
28 Few and far
between
29 Purpose of
leisure time
30 Skier's surface
32 Purplish fruit
33 __ away at;
erode
35 __ up; come
clean
37 __-effective;
economical
38 Daring deed
40 Street
uprisings
41 Plenty
43 Potato salad
ingredients
44 Lifts with effort
46 Capture
47 "When you
wish __ a star"
48 Alaskan city
49 Apartment
50 Tap trouble
52 Too
53 Robin's home
55 "For __ a jolly
good fellow"
56 Marital words
57 Coretta's late
hubby, for short

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.
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ernments’ “Go Human”
campaign, which aims to
reduce collision injuries
and encourage more peo-
ple to walk and ride bikes.

The Alliance held a
community workshop in
August in which partici-
pants were asked to iden-
tify what challenges pe-
destrians and bicyclists on
19th Street encounter and
to brainstorm solutions.

The nonprofit also cir-
culated a survey that gen-
erated hundreds of re-
sponses.

In addition to bike lanes
and crosswalk improve-
ments, citizens roundly
supported traffic circles,
which cause drivers to go
more slowly and pay at-
tention to surrounding
traffic.

Costa Mesa City Coun-
cilwoman Arlis Reynolds,
who represents a portion
of the city’s west side in
District 5, participated in
the workshop and the in-
stallation Friday.

She said West 19th Street

is known for higher num-
bers of walkers and bicy-
clists.

It also has a reputation
for collisions, injuries and
even fatalities.

The temporary round-
abouts — along with a
third installation of nar-
rowed lanes on Wallace
Avenue at Center Street —
offer transportation advo-
cates and city leaders a
valuable testing ground.

“This is a really new ap-

proach to street design,”
Reynolds said. “It’s a low-
cost way to test concepts
by getting off the drawing
board and out into the
streets.”

In addition to cones and
barriers demarcating new
traffic lanes, organizers
placed planter boxes in-
side the circles and com-
missioned Costa Mesa art-
ist Salina Mendoza to
paint chalk spray abstract
murals directly on the as-
phalt.

Mendoza said the traffic
circle murals help intro-
duce people to the instal-
lations, while bringing
some color to an often ne-
glected part of town.

“Art really does make it
memorable, and it eases
that shock effect,” Men-
doza said of the murals. “I
think the art also adds
hope. That’s important, es-
pecially for people on the
west side — they don’t get
a lot of love.”

Like Mendoza’s vibrant
chalk paint, the cones and
planter boxes will have
disappeared by Friday,
leaving Alliance members
to analyze the data they’ve
collected and continue
conversations about what
worked, what didn’t and
how to move forward.

“On Friday morning, it’s
going to be like it was all a
dream,” Toler said. “We
hope people miss it,
though. That’s kind of the
idea.”

Continued from page A1
19TH

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

SALINAMENDOZA, an artist who painted a street mural,
stands inside a temporary roundabout at the intersection
of 19th Street and Monrovia Avenue on Monday.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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NEWPORT BEACH LAGUNA NIGUEL MISSION VIEJO

SAN JUAN CAPISTRANO IRVINE

Now welcoming new residents.
Visit AtriaSeniorLiving.com/OrangeCounty
to schedule a virtual tour.

At Atria, we believe people belong together, even when we need to keep
our distance. That’s why we work to create meaningful opportunities for
residents to bond, learn and engage – nomatter the circumstance.

Our residents are enjoying family drive-up visits, balcony exercise classes,
conference call book clubs, outdoor walks, door-to-door creativity carts
and small group dining, all while safely following state and local guidelines.

Learn more about how Atria is helping residents stay safe, connected and
engaged during the COVID-19 pandemic at AtriaSafeTogether.com.

Circumstances change.
One thing never will.

258917

Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Wednesday September 23,
2020 at 4:00pm Personal property including but not
limited to furniture, clothing, tools and/or other
household items located at: The sale will take place
online at www.selfstorageauction.com
Kuwata, Ryan T.
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 9th of September and 16th of September
2020 by Irvine Self Storage 2960 Maine St. Irvine, CA
92614 (949) 851-7900
9/9, 9/16/20
CNS-3396229#
DAILY PILOT

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

MIRIAM KATHLEEN HEGENER
CASE NO. 30-2020-01159458-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of MIRIAM
KATHLEEN HEGENER.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by P.
JOSEPH HEGENER, JR. in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that P.
JOSEPH HEGENER, JR. be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 10/21/20 at 10:30AM in Dept. C06 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701

Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using Microsoft Teams; (2) Go to the
Court's website at http://www.occourts.org/media-
relations/probate-mental-health.html to appear for
probate hearings; and for remote hearing instructions;
(3) if you have difficulty connecting to your remote
hearing, call 657-622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
DONALD E. SLAUGHTER - SBN 67574,
SLAUGHTER & SLAUGHTER, LLP
4 UPPER NEWPORT PLAZA, SUITE 100
NEWPORT BEACH CA 92660
9/16, 9/17, 9/23/20
CNS-3397477#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices

Sell your Car
in Classified !

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices

Employment

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Used Pool Table
Cust. Org. Alpha VII pool
table Good condition

9ft by 5ft Refurbished in
2016 900.00 negotiable
Anthony 310-528-7786

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

Noticeof IntendedDividend toCreditors
In the Blackburn County Court No. 97 of 2015

LUCAS EDWARD NEILL
- In Bankruptcy

Residing at 27 Ash Lane, Great Harwood,
BB6 7NU, England, previously residing at
270Whalley Road, Accrington BB5 0HF,

England
JamieTaylor (IP Number: 002748) and Gary
Paul Shankland (IP Number: 009587) of
Begbies Traynor (Central) LLP were
appointed as Joint Trustees on 15 January
2018. Notice is hereby given, pursuant to
Rule 14.29 of the Insolvency (England and
Wales) Rules 2016, that it ismy intention to
declare a dividend to creditors of the above-
named estate no later than two months
from the last date for proving. Creditorswho
have not yet done so are required, on or
before 14 October 2020, to send their proofs
of debt to Jamie Taylor or Gary Paul
Shankland of BegbiesTraynor (Central) LLP,
The Old Exchange, 234 Southchurch Road,
Southend on Sea, SS1 2EG, England, and, if
so requested, to provide such further details
or produce such documentary or other
evidence asmay appear to theTrustee to be
necessary. A creditorwho has not proved his
debt before the date specified will be
excluded from the dividend.
Contact details: Proof of debts must be
delivered to the Joint Trustees and can be
sent by post to Begbies Traynor (Central)
LLP, The Old Exchange, 234 Southchurch
Road, Southend on Sea, SS1 2EG,
England or alternatively by email to
rosie.thurwood@btguk.com. Any person
who requires further information may
contact the Joint Trustees by telephone on
+44 (0)1702 467255. Alternatively
enquiries can be made to Rosie Thurwood
by telephone on +44 (0)1702 467255.
Dated: 8 September 2020
Jamie Taylor, Joint Trustee

Legal Notices

Pacific Life Insurance
Co. has a job opening in
Newport Beach, CA: Mar-
ket/Portfolio Risk Man-
agement Analyst I (Req
#3255). Send resume to
employment@pacificlife.
com referencing Req #.
EOE.

Employment

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

Mullinix said he started
swimming along Newport
Beach’s coast during Me-
morial Day weekend, typi-
cally traveling between
22nd Street and the New-
port Pier depending on the
currents. On average, he
did about 10 to 12 miles
every week for 12 weeks,
but 2 to 3 miles every other
day. In addition to his 100
miles of swimming, he
walked a couple of miles
from where he left his bike
and back.

He said he checked in
every day with the Newport
Beach lifeguards before he
went on his swims, adding
that he lived alone.

“A lot of the lifeguards
were aware of what I was
doing,” Mullinix said.
“There’s an LDS — a long-
distance swimmer. When I
checked in, they would
know that I’m out there two
or 300 yards [offshore], it
makes you feel good that
they’re there if something
happens to me.”

“I even had a joke,” he
said, laughing. “ ‘I’m the
crazy guy out there swim-
ming on his back all the
time.’ ”

Newport Beach chief
lifeguard Mike Halphide
said there are a number of
long-distance swimmers,
but the biggest concentra-
tion is in Corona del Mar,
where a designated swim
area has swim lines, and
the waves tend to be calm-
er.

“We just appreciate
when people come and
check in with us because,
one, we can keep an eye on
them,” Halphide said. “Two
… it gives us a little reas-
surance and the swimmers

an extra layer of caution
particularly if they’re out
swimming by themselves.”

Mullinix met with Capt.
Clay Rinker on Sunday
morning, asking if anyone
would be around to take a
picture of him after he
finished the last of his 100
miles.

By the end of his swim,
the “100" had been etched
in the sand, and Mullinix
held up a framed paper
that read “May 31 to Aug. 6,
2020. Summer of 2020. 100
Miles.”

“It’s a great dedication to
something that he feels
accountable for and he
really wanted to do,” Rinker
said. “It’s a great thing. I
think that’s important for
everyone to do.”

Mullinix said he didn’t
want to pat himself on the
back too much, but he
wanted to motivate people
that may feel depressed
during the pandemic.

He said he wanted to do
something positive and tell
his story in hopes of inspir-
ing other stroke victims.

“Don’t feel sorry for your-
self. Accept it for what it is
and get out there,” he said.
“With this city of Newport
and with the lifeguards
egging me on and helping
me, I didn’t punch it in.”

As for what’s next,
Mullinix said he plans to
start training for a mara-
thon and run 26 miles in
the deep sand by the end of
summer.

Continued from page A1
100MILES

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

lenges, but her family is
glad to have that option
until a vaccine is avail-
able.

“My youngest is in el-
ementary school and
this has been a really
hard transition for her,”
McDow said.

“She loves school and
is really missing her
teachers and friends.
She’s eager to learn and
very concerned that this
year is going to fail to
prepare her adequately
for middle school. Her
anxiety has been man-
ageable, but still present.

“Because this is a
global pandemic, I
would hope that the ac-
ademic expectations
worldwide would be ad-
justed for the circum-
stances. This will not be
anyone’s best year. If our
children are able to
maintain curiosity, won-
der and resilience, that
should be enough. What
they are learning now
isn’t textbook, but it is
historic.”

Orange County ad-
vanced to the second,
red tier classified as
“substantial transmis-
sion” on Sept. 8.

The new target date
for schools to be able to
physically reopen in the
county is Sept. 22, as-
suming the county can
maintain or better the
metrics required for its
current tier.

To be in the red tier,
counties must have no
more than between four
to seven new daily cases
per 100,000 residents,
and the testing positivity
rate has to be between
5% and 8%. The county
currently has 4.7 daily
cases per 100,000 resi-
dents and has a testing
positivity rate of 3.9%.
Those are the seven-day
averages with a seven-
day lag.

The Orange County
Health Care Agency re-
ported 12 new deaths
and 150 new cases of the
coronavirus in its latest
numbers released on
Tuesday. Overall, the
county has seen 1,105
deaths from COVID-19,
the disease caused by
the virus, and 51,124
cases during the pan-
demic.

There are currently
201 patients hospitalized
due to the virus, with 67
of those patients in in-
tensive care units.

An additional 8,480
tests were reported, rais-
ing the total number of
tests administered to
749,727.

The healthcare agency
estimates that 45,626 pa-
tients in the county have
recovered from the virus.

Here are the latest cu-
mulative coronavirus
case counts and
COVID-19 deaths for se-
lect cities in Orange
County:

• Santa Ana: 9,824
cases; 260 deaths

• Anaheim: 8,730
cases; 240 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
2,295 cases; 69 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 1,765
cases; 27 deaths

• Irvine: 1,560 cases; 12
deaths

• Newport Beach:
1,092 cases; 21 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 497
cases; 15 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 196
cases; fewer than five
deaths

Here are the case
counts by age group, fol-
lowed by deaths:

• 0 to 17: 3,525 cases;
one death

• 18 to 24: 7,661 cases;
four deaths

• 25 to 34: 11,085
cases; 17 deaths

• 35 to 44: 8,194 cases;
30 deaths

• 45 to 54: 8,252 cases;
94 deaths

• 55 to 64: 6,159 cases;
158 deaths

• 65 to 74: 3,063 cases;
224 deaths

• 75 to 84: 1,749 cases;
238 deaths

• 85 and older: 1,391
cases; 339 deaths

Updated figures are
posted daily at
occovid19.ochealthinfo
.com/coronavirus-in-oc.

For information on
getting tested, visit
occovid19.ochealthinfo
.com/covid-19-testing.

Continued from page A1
WAIVER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

counselors, nurses, sup-
port staff and school fam-
ilies who oppose
NMUSD’s reopening plan
in its current iteration,
called the move unrea-
sonable, careless and un-
safe.

“This hastily sketched
plan … has not taken our
concerns into consider-
ation or been communi-
cated clearly to interested
parties,” it reads. “More-
over, this plan threatens
the physical, emotional
and academic wellness of
our students and commu-
nity.”

It said kids and teachers
would be burdened by
shifting from online to in-
person learning several
times weekly and would
be holed up in classrooms
for hours at a time.

Visual wellness checks
would be insufficient and
potentially allow asymp-
tomatic virus carriers to
expose others.

The commentary asks
district leaders to consider
keeping kids at home un-
til the risk of infection
and transmission has low-
ered and use that time to
develop stronger safety
protocols and plan a thor-
ough response plan
should outbreaks occur.

Alex Goodman, an Eng-
lish teacher at Newport
Harbor High School who
drafted the op-ed, said it’s
been circulating through

the community and has
garnered more than 140
registered petitioners.

“I think we just as-
sumed that a [reopening]
model would be devel-
oped with input from all
stakeholders. But as soon
as we met the bare min-
imum requirements to re-
open, they just said, ‘Hey,
we’re going back,’ ” he
said.

Of the signatories to the
petition, Goodman said,
“We want to get back to
the classroom, but we
want to do it safely and in
a way that’s going to ben-
efit our kids.”

Newport-Mesa Unified
officials were in meetings
Tuesday afternoon and
unable to comment, but
spokeswoman Annette
Franco said the district
has been careful and cau-
tious in its planning.

“We know the commu-
nity is split. That’s why
since the beginning we’ve
said we will follow the
guidelines,” she said.

“We are doing what’s
best for our students and
staff based on the guide-

lines, and we’re letting the
guidance lead us.”

Although this week’s
op-ed piece has not been
formally endorsed by the
Newport-Mesa Federation
of Teachers, Fairbanks
said the union shares
many of its viewpoints.

The labor leader ac-
knowledged the district
has been in continuous
negotiations and had
“positive dialogue” with
employee groups on re-
opening but has so far
failed to adequately ad-
dress outstanding ques-
tions pertaining to venti-
lation, disinfection and
hand-washing protocol,
among other issues.

“There’s a lot of ambi-
guity in the directives
they’ve been giving to em-
ployees. It’s causing a lot
of our members to be
nervous about that first
day back,” Fairbanks said.

“The concern is will you
be able to follow through
on the promises you’re
making to parents?”
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Vote for your
favorites now!

On Sunday, November 15, we’ll announce Orange
County’s favorite people, places and services in our

special section—Times OC’s Best of 2020.

Winners get Times OC’s Best of 2020 seal and
award certificate to display in their business.

Get your picks in now!
Voting ends September 30.

Submit your votes at

latimes.com/timesoc/voting


