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MARKETPLACE
CROSSWORD ANSWERS

cial planning and looking
ahead to the future,” she
said.

Moore said organizers
are looking for ways to
bring beloved fair tradi-
tions — such as livestock
auctions, musical per-
formances and competi-
tions — to audiences
through social media and
other virtual outlets.

“The staff, in coordina-
tion with the board of di-
rectors, will be working on
ideas to keep the fair alive,
to keep as much as we can
present in our guests’
mindset, as we go through
the year,” CEO Michele
Richards said.

“What we can do online,
what we can do through
social media to bring joy,
to bring that piece of the
fair to everyone, we will be
working diligently to do
that.”

The financial effects of
the closure will be felt
throughout Costa Mesa, as
the city foregoes sales tax

revenues that would have
been raised during the fair
and local businesses miss
out on increased com-
merce. Already, hotels in
Costa Mesa have seen oc-
cupancy rates slashed to
10% and 15%, according to
city officials.

Costa Mesa Mayor
Katrina Foley lives in the
Mesa Del Mar neighbor-
hood near the fairgrounds,
where residents celebrate
their proximity to the fes-
tivities throughout the
summer, and had to break
the hard news to friends
and families on Monday.

“It’s just another conse-
quence of COVID-19,
which is so unfortunate,”
Foley said. “But I do think
it’s the right thing to do,
given the circumstances.”

The mayor highlighted
the many seasonal jobs
and smaller fundraising
opportunities associated
with the fair that will be
lost, including a parking
lot fundraiser that gener-
ates $100,000 annually for
the Costa Mesa and Es-
tancia high schools, and
another benefiting the

Costa Mesa Police Depart-
ment’s Explorers program.

“These are the little
things people aren’t really
thinking about,” she said.

The fairgrounds recently
became home to 10 trailers
that the city of Costa Mesa
may use as a backup op-
tion should the city need
extra space to house peo-
ple from its homeless
population who are sen-
iors or have underlying
health conditions and may
be susceptible to the co-
ronavirus.

Chamber of Commerce
Chief Executive Eileen
Benjamin agreed the rip-
ple effect of a canceled OC
Fair will be felt throughout
the community.

“We consider safety
first, but the impacts are
going to be really hard on
all of those local busi-
nesses in the area,” she
said.

Benjamin pointed out
the Orange County Fair &
Event Center partners
with the city and county
on several philanthropic
events throughout the
year that may be similarly

impacted during the co-
ronavirus pandemic.

“It hurts us in a lot of
ways more than just the
local economy, but also
the good work charitably
the [OCFEC] has histori-
cally done for the region,”
she said.

The OC Fair is a show-
case for students enrolled
in 4-H and Future Farmers
of America (FFA) pro-
grams, who painstakingly
raise livestock in anticipa-
tion of bringing their ani-
mals to market at the
summertime event.

Livestock sales at the

2019 fair brought in
$293,609 and were esti-
mated to hold steady, ac-
cording to 2020 OC Fair
budget assumptions.

Rita Jakel, a program co-
ordinator for the Orange
County 4-H, said via email
Monday that members,
volunteer and staff were
disappointed by, but
understood, the decision
to cancel the fair.

“4-H youth members
work hard all year to com-
plete project-based learn-
ing under the guidance of
dedicated adult volun-
teers,” she said. “Recogni-

tion at the OC Fair pro-
vides a reward for their ef-
forts and, in the case of
livestock, an opportunity
to recover the expenses in-
volved in raising an ani-
mal.”

It would have been the
10th year for Joe Strubbe,
who raked in the most
awards for his plants in
last year’s fair.

He had cultivated about
25 new succulent gardens,
herbs and other plants in
preparation for this year’s
fair, a process that he usu-
ally starts around Febru-
ary every year.

He had a hunch the fair
would be canceled, so he
held off curating any col-
lections. Last year, he en-
tered carved eagles and
miniature cottage collect-
ibles.

“I knew it was coming,
but it was still disappoint-
ing,” Strubbe said. “It oc-
cupies most of my sum-
mer.”

Strubbe said he plans to
attend a summer family
reunion in Illinois that he
usually skips in favor of
the fair — assuming the
reunion will still take
place.

His friend Bruce Jeske,
78, entered a few dozen
plants into the fair’s com-
petition for the first time
last year, after moving to
Huntington Beach. “My
life’s been canceled,” he
said with a chuckle, “this is
the next in a series.”

Jeske had spent time
this year painstakingly
learning the names and
categories of different
plant specimens. He
hoped to beat his record
last year of winning 13
awards. Now, he’ll take the
unexpected time to bolster
his entries for next year’s
fair.

“It sort of takes the wind
out of the sails for getting
ready for this summer and
some of the plants that I
had already done some
planting and arranging,”
Jeske said.

“We’ll just do other
things and start getting
ready for a year plus from
now!”

Continued from page A1
FAIR

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ACHICKENCHARLIE’Sgriller turnschickenkabobs for the
masseson theopeningdayof the2016OrangeCountyFair.


