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High school athletes around
the country looked to the future
as fall signing day arrived on
Wednesday.

The coronavirus pandemic has
altered many things, including
the way that signing day was cele-
brated. Some schools opted to
postpone in-person signing day
ceremonies in the hopes that con-
ditions might improve and there
would be less restrictions later in
the school year.

Marina girls’ soccer player Mc-
Kenna Pua, a Daily Pilot Dream
Team selection at center back,
said that she signed in front of
family and friends at home to join
the Washington State program.

Kaitlyn Paculba and Pua are
teammates on the Vikings, and
they were teammates when they
won a national championship in
the Elite Clubs National League at
the age of 15 while playing for a

Slammers team coached by Wal-
ter Camargo. They will now be ri-
vals in the Pac-12, as Paculba
signed with Oregon.

“I’m super excited for her,” Pua
said. “I thought it was cool that
we’ve been on the same team and
we go to high school together.
Sharing those memories, I don’t
think is the same as anyone else
I’ve had the honor to be a team-
mate with.”

Marina also had three softball
players sign or commit in Briana
Gonzalez (Eastern Illinois), Taylor
Lane (St. Mary’s) and Emily Farlin
(Akron).

Locally, student-athletes signed
or committed to a college before
anyone had the chance to com-
pete on the field of play during
their senior year. Fall sports did
not start on time, but Corona del
Mar outside hitter Molly Joyce,
the reigning Dream Team Girls’
Volleyball Player of the Year, is
looking forward to broadening
her horizons in joining Boston

College’s program.
“I was looking at … schools in

the area, just in the Northeast,”
Joyce said. “I also really, really
liked the coaches when I went,
and my older cousin goes there,
so I just felt like it would be a fa-
miliar place when I did go there.”

Sea Kings third baseman Blake
Butcher, who said he had started
for CdM since his freshman year,
was ecstatic to sign with San Di-
ego State for baseball.

“I would say it’s a 10 out of 10,”
Butcher said of his excitement to
make it official. “I’ve been looking
forward to this day for a while. For
it to finally come true, come to
life, it’s a surreal feeling.”

The Sea Kings also have three
girls’ water polo players set to
play in college in Kaitlyn Green-
wald (Harvard), Grace Myers
(UCLA) and Katherine Snyder
(Hawai’i).

Mater Dei High was a rare
school that held a signing day cer-
emony Wednesday, though that

too was affected by COVID-19.
The Monarchs had three different
ceremonies in the gymnasium
throughout the morning, divided

by sport, to promote social dis-
tancing.

HIGH SCHOOLS

Local athletes look to college futures on fall signing day

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

MARINAHIGHSCHOOL senior soccer teammatesKaitlynPaculba, left,
andMcKennaPuacommitted toOregonandWashingtonState, respectively.

See Signing, page A2
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After a successful first year, the
Coast Film Festival returns to La-
guna Beach this week on a larger
and broader scale.

The cinematic event, which tai-
lors itself toward outdoor living
and the environment, will feature
more than 50 films this year.

Laguna Beach resident Ben
Warner co-founded the film festi-
val — now in its second year —
along with Enich Harris, a sports
brand marketer, and Ben Classen,
a lifestyle brand marketer.

“What’s really unique about our
film festival is the oceans and out-
doors collectively come together,”
Harris said. “So often, they cele-
brate each other in parallel and
not really together, and for us, we
thought it was a really unique op-
portunity to bring the ocean com-
munity together with the outdoor
world and celebrate both together
in one festival.”

As a community that is known
for its affinity for the arts and its
scenic coastlines, Laguna Beach
was chosen as a location where
cinematic art could be presented
and appreciated. Beyond that,
Harris said that Laguna Beach can
be an example because “it’s a
really unique community where
they have the long-term vision of
protecting both lands around us
and the ocean.”

The festival this year will have a
different look, as most events
have, due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. Thursday will kick off the
live and in-person portion of the
festivities with three days of film
showcases at The Ranch in La-
guna Beach. Tickets can be pur-
chased at coastfilmfestival.com.
Tickets will not be sold at the ven-
ue.

There will be three sessions
from Nov. 12 to 14, each running
from 5 to 10 p.m. General admis-
sion for a night session is $50,
while VIP tickets are $100. Event
organizers said Wednesday that
Thursday night is already sold out.

On Friday and Saturday, there
will be three short film blocks:
10 a.m.-noon; 12:30-2:30 p.m. and
3-5 p.m. General admission for
one of those blocks is $25 and a
student ticket is $15.

There will be a limit of 150
guests per live event and seating
will be socially distanced. Masks
will be required when not eating
or drinking.

The winner of the Coast Film
Festival Greg MacGillivray Envi-
ronmental Filmmaker of the Year

Coast
Film
Festival
returns
to Laguna
Theevent,which
tailors itself toward
outdoor livingand the
environment, kicksoff at
TheRanchonThursday.
BYANDREWTURNER

See Festival, page A4

A 32-mile paddle from Catalina Island to
the south side of the Huntington Beach
Pier sounds intense.

It was just that Wednesday for veterans,
first responders and lifeguards who partici-
pated in an endurance event held by non-
profit Operation Open Water designed to
promote camaraderie, wellness and con-
nection for those groups and to raise
awareness about post-traumatic stress dis-
order.

On Veterans Day, the ultimate goal was
bringing people together, and to that end
the trek was a success.

Dozens of family members and friends
cheered on the sand at just after 3 p.m.,
when the first of the paddlers made their
way onshore. They started at daybreak.

Jake Green of North Carolina, 41, paddled

despite having had his right leg amputated.
Green, a buddy of Operation Open Water
co-founder Danny Nichols, was one of two

amputee veterans who completed

VETERANS DAY

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

HUNTINGTONBEACHFireDepartmentengineerKaneJohnson,SpecialForcesveteranJakeGreenand firefighterDaneMorrisseyarrive to the
beach fromtheOperationOpenWaterendurancepaddle fromCatalina Island to thesouthsideof theHuntingtonBeachPieronWednesday.

Operation OpenWater hosts
paddle from Catalina to H.B.
BYMATT SZABO JOHNSON,

in the
orange hat,
arrives to
the beach
with cheers
from his
crew.

See Paddle, page A3

While civic operations ceased
Wednesday in observance of
Veterans Day, Assemblywoman
Cottie Petrie-Norris (D-Laguna
Beach) honored six Orange
County residents for their serv-
ice to the nation and in their lo-
cal communities, naming them
“2020 Veterans of the Year.”

“We owe a profound debt of
gratitude to our veterans, to the

men and women who’ve put
their lives on the line to protect
America and to protect our
democracy,” Petrie-Norris said
in a virtual ceremony on
Wednesday. “Today, we are here
to honor the men and women
of our community who have
chosen to serve our nation and
to serve with purpose.”

Mayors from the six cities in
Petrie-Norris’ 74th Assembly
District congratulated the for-

mer servicemen and women —
whose service spans from
World War II, through Vietnam,
to the present decade — in in-
troductory remarks.

Costa Mesa Mayor Katrina
Foley recognized Carol Single-
ton, a former telecommunica-
tions operator in the U.S. Army
Signal Corps from 1983 to 1986,
who spent a year in Germany
during the Cold War.

Singleton works as supervi-

sor of the Heroes Hall veterans
museum at the Orange County
fairgrounds, where she shares
stories from history with future
generations. She said her mili-
tary service helped her gain
self-discipline and confidence
and, most importantly, pre-
pared her for her work today.

“Heroes Hall is a place where
I get to work with veterans ev-

ASSEMBLYWOMAN COTTIE PETRIE-NORRIS HONORS
THE 74TH DISTRICT’S ‘2020 VETERANS OF THE YEAR’
BY SARA CARDINE

See Honors, page A4
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©2020 Solatube Home

562-567-0148
SolatubeHome.com

Virtual Consultations • 2 Hour Contactless Installation • CDC Safety Procedures

Brighten your home
with beautiful, natural
light.
• Great for kitchens, hallways, and
bathrooms

• Save up to $300 with a 26% Tax
Credit*- ENDING DEC 31st!

Replace your old,
cracked skylights
fast.
• Ask about our New
Fresh Breeze Skylight

• Save up to $500 with a 26%
Tax Credit* - ENDING DEC
31st!

*On solar-powered products

Lic.# 847890

All Month Event!
BLACK FRIDAY

BLACK FRIDAY
INSTANT
REBATE

Lowest Price of the Year!
Call for details.

714-242-5053

Grab 'n' Go
Greek Fest

Grilled Chicken Souvlakia $13 | Roasted Lamb Rack $19
Pastichio with Bechemel Sauce $6

Gyro Platter $12 | Dolmathes $7 | Greek Salad $10
Meze Platter with Spanakopita, Spicy Feta Cheese

Spread, Kalamata Olives, Pita & Tzatziki $15

DESSERTS - Melomakarona and Karithopita $4.50 for 2

stpaulsirvine.org/Grab-n-Go
Phone in Orders to:

949-733-2366, ext. 104 (8am - 8pm)

Spanakopita (48 pieces – uncooked) $53
Tyropites (48 pieces – uncooked) $53

Chicken Souvlakia (10 skewers – uncooked) $45
LambChops (32 – uncooked, seasoned, marinated) $80

Pastichio with Bechemel Sauce (6 pack – heat & serve) $32
Moussaka (12 pack – heat & serve) $65

Dolmathes with Lemon Sauce (10 pack – heat & serve) $12
Galactobouriko (6 pack – uncooked) $20

ST. PAUL 'S

NOVEMBER 13.14.15

PICK UP | ENJOY AT HOME
St. Paul's Greek Orthodox Church - Event Center

4949 Alton Parkway, Irvine, CA 92604

Frozen Menu

Ready To Eat Menu

All ordersmust be received and paid in full no later than 1:00 pm Friday.
Nopurchases at time of pick up!

Order online at:

ACROSS
1 Passing craze
4 "A rose by any __
name"
9 Oxford or clog
13 Insulting remark
14 One of the
Judds
15 __ for; bought
16 Simple
17 Getting some
shut-eye
19 Isn't __ to;
probably won't
20 Suspicious
21 __ Way; our
galaxy
22 Miniseries from
an Alex Haley
novel
24 Fawn's mom
25 Rascals
27 Gasoline, to a
Brit
30 NY's __ Island
31 Prayer before
meals
33 Actor Max __
Sydow
35 Be patient
36 Bamboozle
37 Actress
Neuwirth
38 Health club
offering
39 Military
blockade
40 Dull speakers
41 "Make it __!";
impatient demand
43 William
Randolph or Patty
44 French article
45 __ Monica, CA
46 Aristotle's S
49 Make
hamburger
51 Little twitch
54 Unable to tell
red from green
56 Ceremony
57 Is beholden to
58 "Home on the
__"
59 Suffix for
depend or exist
60 Desire
61 Also said
62 I's forerunners

DOWN
1 Part of an
envelope

2 Paul Hogan or
Steve Irwin
3 Help with the
dishes
4 Early stages, as
of illnesses
5 Stories
6 Period of time
7 TV actor's award

8 Curved bone
9 More energetic
10 Frozen
precipitation
11 Sty cry
12 Nervous
13 Where the
buoys are
18 Shed crocodile

tears
20 Cuts off
23 Leave out
24 Knock to the
ground
25 Stitches
26 Applauds
27 __ oneself; work
steadily
28 Making too
much of
29 Brain divisions
31 Author Zane
32 Big __;
18-wheeler
34 Robin's home
36 __ over;
capsizes
37 Sloop or skiff
39 Lance
40 Be flexible
42 Just about
43 __ over;
delivered
45 Burn the edges
of
46 Flat-bottomed
cargo boat
47 Midwest state
48 Secluded
valley
49 Pleased
50 Cantaloupe
casing
52 Poison ivy
symptom
53 Mediocre mark
55 Two-cup item
56 NFL official

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

Corona del Mar resident
Skye Selinsky and Hunt-
ington Beach resident AJ
Valle were two members of
the Monarchs baseball
program to sign, and each
is headed to Columbia
University. Drew Porter, a
Costa Mesa resident, is
bound for Cal State
Northridge.

Selinsky, an outfielder,
and Valle, a right-handed
pitcher and third base-
man, were each pumped
to be headed to the Ivy
League school. They
earned it, as Mater Dei
baseball coach Richard
Mercado said during his
comments honoring them
that each had a 4.4 cumu-
lative grade-point average.

Valle said it was an “aca-
demic and athletic grind”
to get in.

“We’ve had to push each
other a lot the last couple
of years, to make sure we
were on top of our stuff
getting there,” Valle said.
“It’s going to be nice to not
know nobody across the
country.”

Mater Dei senior swim-
mer Kailia Utley, a Hunt-
ington Beach resident,
signed with Vanderbilt
University. As a sopho-
more, Utley finished ninth

in the 100-yard butterfly
and 10th in the 200-yard
individual medley at the
2019 CIF Southern Section
Division 1 championships.

Though last spring’s CIF
meet was canceled due to
the pandemic, Utley hopes
to return as a senior. She
said she liked the athletics,
academics and communi-
ty service prospects that
Vanderbilt offered, plus
there was a more personal
reason for her decision.

“I’m a really big fan of
country music, and it’s in
Nashville,” she said.
“That’s kind of fun.”

Mater Dei senior boys’
volleyball player Josh
Rosenblum is headed to
Long Beach State. Rosen-
blum, a 6-foot-6 setter and
Newport Coast resident,
said it was older sister Ally
who provided motivation
to get to this moment.

Ally Rosenblum, a big
part of the Monarchs’ girls’
basketball team before
graduating in 2016, re-
cently graduated after four
years in the UCLA wom-
en’s basketball program.

“It’s something I wanted
to do my whole life,” Josh
Rosenblum said. “My sis-
ter is a big-time Division 1
athlete, and those are big
footsteps I always wanted
to fill. I wasn’t positive I
was going to achieve it be-
cause of COVID, but it’s

such a big deal for me.”
Edison had four girls’

soccer players sign or
commit in Sophia Drake
(St. Mary’s), Lucy Granger
(UC San Diego), Riley
O’Brien (Montana) and
Jaqueline Peterson (Em-
bry-Riddle).

The Chargers also have
Evan Knipe headed to the
Long Beach State baseball
program.

Arizona State-bound
Max Wilner, a three-time
CIF Southern Section
champion and two-time
state medalist in wrestling,
headlined Fountain Val-
ley’s signees.

Huntington Beach base-
ball continues to produce
next-level talent, as three
more Oilers made their
plans to continue their
playing careers — Caden
Aoki (Notre Dame), Blake
Penso (UC Irvine) and
Shane Stafford (San Diego
State).

Laguna Beach had 11
girls’ water polo players
alone sign or commit with
college programs. The
most recent to commit
was Rachel Carver, who is
headed to Princeton.

See a more comprehen-
sive list of local athletes
who have signed or com-
mitted at dailypilot.com.

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer
MATER DEI HIGH seniors, from left, Skye Selinsky, Morgan McConnell, Natalie
Marshall, AJ Valle, Drew Porter and Kailia Utley smile after signing their letters of
intention on National Signing Day at the school in Santa Ana on Wednesday.

Continued from page A1
SIGNING

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot
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We know 2020 has been a challenge. That’s why our team at Coastal Heights
wants to give you $2,020 off your rent if you reserve before the end of the year!

Our services are unparalleled! Our incredible customer service includes:
Elevate® Dining, Weekly Housekeeping, Weekly Transportation,

Care Service On Site and Vibrant Life® Activities.

Give us a call at (949) 356-7746 to schedule a tour today.
Must take financial possession by November 30th.

Get $2020 off your rent!

(949) 356-7746
2283 Fairview Road • Costa Mesa, CA 92627

CoastalHeightsSeniorLiving.com

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

the paddle along with Op-
eration Open Water co-
founder Kyle Kelly, who
participated for the second
straight year.

Green, who said he was
an elective amputee in 2015
after he was injured serving
with the U.S. Army Special
Forces in Afghanistan,
made it through the chan-
nel without an issue.

“This is such an impor-
tant event, bringing first re-
sponders together and vet-
erans, and then you have all
the community support,”
Green said. “You just can’t
quit. I look at it as a ‘no fail’
mission.”

He said he had support
from his physical therapist,
who flew out from North
Carolina.

Morgan Hoesterey of
Huntington Beach also
guided him along the way.

“The way he had to sit
and paddle was really hard
to do,” Hoesterey said.

“The pain level that he
just endured for nine hours
was pretty high, and he did
it with a smile on his face,
which is amazing. It was
one of the more amazing
things I think I’ve ever seen,
honestly. He did great. He
only got stronger as the
channel went on, and it
was great.”

Kane Johnson, an engi-
neer with the Huntington
Beach Fire Department,
was one of two members of
the department who com-

pleted the whole 32-mile
solo paddle. The other was
Dane Morrissey.

They were among about
20 to complete the paddle,
including two relay groups.

Johnson said he had ne-
ver paddled the channel
before, adding that it really
tested his mental fortitude
and physical ability.

Other Huntington Beach
firefighters waited in sup-
port on the sand when he
finished, with signs reading,
“Sí se puede, Kane” (“Yes
you can!” in Spanish) and,
“Paddle, Kane, Paddle!”

“About 7 miles in we hit a
completely offshore head-
wind blowing right in our
faces, and mixed-up swell,”
Johnson said.

“It was very challenging
conditions. I was laughing,
because when that hit us,
we had a pod of dolphins
come in. That pod of dol-
phins followed us for like 30
minutes right when we
needed it the most, gave us
some energy. There was
this connection, and it was
incredible. It’s hard to ex-
plain unless you did it.”

Huntington Beach Mayor
Lyn Semeta was on hand at
the finish, presenting the
group with a certificate of
recognition.

Johnson said he had a
mantra, “Anything is pos-
sible,” which he repeated to
himself in Hawaiian during
the paddle.

“When I was starting to
hurt, I was thinking about
the veterans that we were
escorting across and every-
thing that they’ve gone

through,” he said, starting
to tear up.

“Then you just go, ‘This
is nothing.’ We have Jake,
missing a leg, a Green Beret
serving our country. He’s
going across, and he lost a
leg … It gives you a lot of
perspective.”

Nichols started Opera-
tion Surf years ago, giving
veterans and active military
an opportunity to learn
how to surf in Surf City.

Now, Operation Open
Water has furthered that ef-
fort of togetherness. This is
the second straight year the
paddle has been held on
Veterans Day.

“With Operation Open
Water, what Danny and the
team wanted to do was
really help to bring people
together,” said Aaron An-
derson, a Huntington
Beach resident who is on
the Operation Open Water
board and founded the
Green Beret Foundation in
2009.

Anderson, himself a vet-
eran, completed the paddle
Wednesday as part of a re-
lay team.

“It’s about being in the
water and how the water
brings people together,” he
said.

“With the surf culture
here in Huntington — Surf
City USA — it’s one of those
things where that culture
can bring to others some-
thing that is so important
and vital to the uplifting of
the soul and spirit.”

Continued from page A1
PADDLE

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo
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TOP BRANDS

BIGGER
SAVINGS

latimes.com/Coupons

THE SHOPFIND IT. LOVE IT. BUY IT.

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to the California Self Service Storage Facility
Act (B&P Code 21700 ET seq.) The undersigned will
sell at public auction on Friday November 20, 2020 at
3:00 pm Personal property including but not limited to
furniture, clothing, tools and/or other household items
located at: The sale will take place online at
www.selfstorageauction.com
Solomon, Brandon D.
Tohom Lopez, Jose Miguel
All sales are subject to prior cancellation. All terms,
rules and regulations are available online at
www.selfstorageauction.com.
Dated this 5th of November and 12th of November
2020 by Irvine Self Storage 2960 Maine St. Irvine, CA
92614 (949) 851-7900
11/5, 11/12/20
CNS-3412201#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices

Thank you St Jude & Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus for
prayers answered-CM

Religious
Announcements

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices

Can’t seem to
get to all those

repair jobs
around the house?

Let the Classified
Service Directory

help you find
reliable help.

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

GEORGE L. ARGYROS, JR. AKA GEORGE
ARGYROS, JR. AND GEORGE LEON

ARGYROS, JR.
CASE NO. 30-2020-01166028-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of GEORGE L.
ARGYROS, JR. AKA GEORGE ARGYROS, JR.
AND GEORGE LEON ARGYROS, JR..
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
BANK OF AMERICA, N.A. in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that BANK
OF AMERICA, N.A. be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 12/09/20 at 10:30AM in Dept. C06 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701

Notice of Public Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using Microsoft Teams; (2) Go to the
Court's website at http://www.occourts.org/media-
relations/probate-mental-health.html to appear for
probate hearings; and for remote hearing instructions;
(3) If you have difficulty connecting to your remote
hearing, call 657-622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
NANCY B. REIMANN - SBN 109536, COREY F.
STEADY - SBN 300424, SHEPPARD MULLIN
RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP
333 S HOPE STREET
43RD FLR.
LOS ANGELES CA 90071
11/11, 11/12, 11/18/20
CNS-3413919#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution you’re searching
for-whether you’re seeking a
home, apartment, pet or new

occupation!

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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ery day,” Singleton said. “I
get to hear their stories and
share them with the com-
munity — I want to make
sure their stories are told
and their sacrifices are not
forgotten.”

Huntington Beach Mayor
Lyn Semeta introduced
World War II veteran David
Hayward, a first lieutenant
in the U.S. Air Force who
flew 53 combat missions as
the pilot of a B-25 medium
bomber, earning an Air
Medal and the Distin-
guished Flying Cross.

Hayward is still involved
in an alumni association for
those who served in his
squadron and in 2014 au-
thored the book “A Young
Man in the Wild Blue Yon-
der.” He’s also a member
Costa Mesa nonprofit Free-
dom Committee of Orange
County, which sends veter-
ans to speak to area high
schools.

Hayward described his
time in India and China,
where he attacked enemy
supply lines to support U.S.
Marines fighting on the
ground.

“I’m most humble and
grateful for this honor,”
Hayward said of Wednes-
day’s recognition. “It’s very
nice.”

Laguna Beach Mayor Bob
Whalen recognized resident
Anthony Michael Page, who
served 15 years in the U.S.
Army and ran a number of
intelligence operations. He
later graduated first in his
class at Claremont Gradu-
ate University’s Peter
Drucker School of Manage-
ment and co-founded the
company Voxx Analytics.

Page said he was lucky to
have come out of military

service with just a few scars
and some minor hearing
loss when so many others
suffered far worse and still
live without support.

“I hope this recognition
of veterans reminds every-
one that all veterans took a
great risk for our county
and that we, as a society, do
owe them a debt,” he said.
“I do thank you for your
support and taking the time
to support veterans.”

Newport Beach Mayor
Will O’Neill introduced
Capt. Nancy Ise, who
served 30 years in the U.S.
Navy in a number of posi-
tions, from Vietnam up un-
til 2002 before retiring to
work in the public service
sector.

Including her employ-
ment with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor’s Veterans
Employment and Training
Service, Ise assists veterans
transitioning to civilian life
by helping them secure em-
ployment opportunities.

“Our program is depend-
ent on community actions
and we could not do it
without all the community
involvements,” she said.

Also honored were Irvine
resident Mohammed Omar
Diab, a former U.S. Marine
Corps sergeant who works
with Irvine Valley College’s
Veterans Service Center,
and Gary Bain, a retired
lieutenant colonel who
served in the U.S. Air Force
during Vietnam.

“Thank you for your
commitment to the nation
and for your continued
service to your brothers
and sisters in arms,” Petrie-
Norris concluded. “We are
eternally grateful to all of
you for your service and
sacrifice.”
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ONWEDNESDAY, Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris,
top, named (middle row) Carol Singleton, David Hayward,
Anthony Michael Page, (bottom row) Nancy Ise, Mohamed
Omar Diab and Gary Bain “2020 Veterans of the Year.”
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Award will be announced on
Friday night.

Following the conclusion
of the live events scheduled,
a virtual experience will of-
fer more than 40 films from
Nov. 15 to 22. The cost is $15
to view an individual virtual
screening, and a pass to be
able to watch all available
films is $75. Those films are
only viewable during the
fore-mentioned dates.

A portion of the proceeds
from the Coast Film Festival
will benefit environmental
nonprofit organizations.

“We’re making a deeper

commitment to raising
funds for three organiza-
tions,” Warner said. “Protect
Our Winters, which is a cli-
mate change organization,
Surfrider Foundation, which
is dedicated to protecting
[beach] access and the
cleanliness of our oceans,
and then third is Wings For
Life, which is a nonprofit
that raises money for spinal
cord injury [research].”

Warner added that the
film festival is starting a
scholarship for Laguna
Beach High School seniors
to recognize emerging film-
makers.

Continued from page A1
FESTIVAL

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @ProfessorTurner

Continued from page A1
HONORS


