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At the forefront of
digestive health

T hough some Orange
County residents may
recognize Nellie Gail Moul-

ton’s name — or even parts of it
— most may not truly know who
she was.

Moulton Parkway and Nellie
Gail Ranch are named after her.
Following the death of her hus-
band, Lewis Moulton, she man-
aged Moulton Ranch until 1950.
She also enjoyed art and donated
to various local artists and art
groups.

“I knew nothing of Nellie’s
legacy until much later, after I
had graduated college, lived in
France for eight years and re-
turned,” said Scott T. Barnes, of
Lake Forest, who is chief financial
officer at the Moulton Company,
treasurer for Moulton Museum
and also Nellie Gail Moulton’s
great-grandson. “It was only
when I moved to Orange County
to marry my wife, Grace, that I
became familiar with her legacy.”

In an effort to raise awareness
about and honor historical wom-
en, Fairhaven Memorial Park &

Mortuary in Santa Ana recently
launched a Women in History
Tour as part of Women’s History
Month in March. Tour guides
sought to educate the public
about the female trailblazers now

resting in the cemetery.
Accomplished early Orange

County landowner Gail Moulton,
who lived from 1878 to 1972, was

Lasting legacies
O.C.’s trailblazing women given the
spotlight in special cemetery tour

Photos courtesy of Fairhaven Memorial Park & Cemetery

FOLLOWING THE death of her husband, Nellie Gail Moulton managed
Moulton Ranch until 1950. She also enjoyed art and donated to various
local artists and art groups.

BY JESSICA PERALTA

See Legacies, page A2
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The western terminus of
Costa Mesa’s Gisler Avenue has
for years remained untouched
— an asphalt road segueing to a
pedestrian bridge that spans
the concrete channel of the
Santa Ana River — and city
leaders want it to stay that way.

But, since the first highway
master plans for Orange County
were inked in the 1950s, the site
has been identified as a place
where a potential roadway
bridge could link Gisler to
Garfield Avenue in Huntington
Beach.

That juncture is one of four
Santa Ana River crossings iden-
tified in the document — two
more at Adams Street and Vic-
toria Avenue have since been

constructed, while a third con-
necting Huntington’s Banning
Avenue and Costa Mesa’s 19th
Street is also being contested
but is currently on hold.

The plan for the bridge sys-
tem likely made sense when Or-
ange County’s population was

booming and homes had not
yet filled in the parcels along
Gisler Avenue.

But today, Costa Mesa’s “state
streets” neighborhood and Cali-
fornia Elementary School to the

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THEWESTERN TERMINUS of Costa Mesa’s Gisler Avenue leads to a pedestrian bridge spanning the Santa
Ana River. A plan to replace it with a road bridge may soon be removed from the county’s highwaymaster plan.

Plans for a traffic bridge at
Costa Mesa’s Gisler Avenue
may be nixed after 60+ years
BY SARA CARDINE A

BICYCLIST
Thursday
approaches
the end of
Costa Mesa’s
Gisler
Avenue, near
the Mesa
Verde
Country Club
golf course.

See Bridge, page A6

Following a protest last month
to protect diversity, equity and in-
clusion programs at Chapman
University, several student activ-
ists are scheduled to appear at ad-
ministrative hearings over alleged
campus conduct code violations.

Student groups banded to-
gether on March 17 for a rally in
response to two vice presidents
who were placed on leave, includ-
ing from the university’s DEI of-
fice, just two days after the U.S.
Department of Education sent a
letter to Chapman and 59 other
colleges warning them of “poten-
tial enforcement actions” for al-

leged antisemitism.
It is unclear whether the admin-

istrators are on leave due to the
letter, as the university has de-
clined to comment on personnel
matters.

During the demonstration in
front of Memorial Hall, several
students used a megaphone and a
microphone to give speeches to
the crowd and to lead chants,
which ran afoul of the university’s
conduct codes regarding ampli-
fied sound.

Myth Moos, co-president of Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine at
Chapman, helped emcee the rally

Chapman students
face discipline over
megaphone use
Administrative hearings are scheduled for several
Chapman University students alleged to have used
amplified sound during a protest last month to
protect diversity, equity and inclusion programs.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

See Discipline, page A8
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The Chao Digestive Health
Institute delivers advanced
care for the region.

ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI

one of them. But there are
many others — a total of 14
trailblazing women were
featured in the 45-minute
tour.

“Everybody, or most
everyone [featured] on the
tour, either was a first in
the field or a first to accom-
plish something back when
things weren’t being ac-
complished by women,”
said Cynthia Adair, Fair-
haven Memorial Park cam-
paign coordinator, who ran
the Women in History tour.

Plenty of research was
involved — including
rounding up information
from previous tours, local
historical groups and even
from a previous memorial
service.

“One of my favorite
additions was Dorothy
Alice Chandler, and we just
did her service two years
ago,” Adair said. “I learned
about her when we were
getting items for her me-
morial service, and that’s
when I found out that she
was the first Orange
County sheriff deputy,
female sheriff deputy, and
all about her life. And I was
able to actually go to her
memorial service, so that
was such an honor to hear
people actually speak
about her and learn about
her through firsthand sto-
ries.”

Chandler, who lived
between 1928 and 2023,
became Orange County
Sheriff’s Department’s first
female deputy on Aug. 1,
1949. She grew up on a
ranch in Irvine, where she
learned to ride horses and
shoot guns. She also raised
and trained German shep-
herds.

“My favorite is Bessica
Raiche,” Adair said. “She
was the first woman to fly
solo [17] years prior to
Amelia Earhart, but she did
not do transatlantic. She
only did continental. So
yes, Amelia Earhart does
have the transcontinental

claim to fame, but we have
our own. And she was very
scandalous because she
went out in public in pants.
So all of her neighbors
thought, ‘Who is this wom-
an?’ She was the talk of the
town.”

Bessica “Bessie” Raiche,
who was born in 1875 and
died in 1932. She was a
musician, painter and
linguist. Raiche and her
husband built a Wright
brothers-type biplane in
their living room. Her first
solo airplane flight in the
U.S. was on Sept. 16, 1910.

There’s also Cornelia
“Corrie” Ten Boom, who
lived between 1892 and
1983, and wrote “The Hid-
ing Place,” her autobiogra-
phy about her family’s
experience during the
Holocaust.

“They were Dutch. But
the effects of the Nazis and
the Holocaust affected
them and as a Christian
family, they saved and gave
refuge to hundreds of Jews
and their families to the
point that their family was
finally caught,” Adair said.
“She was the only surviving
member of her family, and
it was found out later that
she was released from a
concentration camp due to
a clerical error and the
entire group that she was in
was killed like a week later.”

After World War II, she
came to the U.S. and ended
up in Fullerton. She is now
buried at Fairhaven.

“It’s so wonderful. You go
to her grave marker at any
time and there’s always
fresh flowers and it’s people
who have just read the
book or know that she’s
here,” Adair said. “She is
the person that people stop
in our office and are always
asking where is she located
because they’ve been so
affected by reading her
book.”

Clara Cushman, who
died in 1972, was the first
female attorney in Orange
County. She was admitted
to the Bar Association in
1922.

“There is the first female

who passed the bar, but
then we have the first fe-
male attorney that was
practicing,” Adair said. “So
she started practicing be-
fore the other one did. So
Clara Cushman, her biggest
problem when she decided
she wanted to practice after
passing the bar is nobody
wanted to hire her because,
heaven forbid, they didn’t
want a female attorney. So
she decided to be a solo
practitioner. Her second
problem became keeping a
sign out — because it was
such a novelty to have a
female lawyer, people kept
stealing her sign.”

Dr. Hester Olewiler, who
lived from 1895 to 1986, was
one of Orange County’s
first female doctors. She
delivered more than 3,000
babies in a time when there
were few hospital births.
Her first payment for deliv-
ering a baby was a rooster.

“So it’s kind of a thing in
Santa Ana — if you’re like
third generation, there’s a
chance that one of your
ancestors were delivered by
Dr. Olewiler,” Adair said.

There were some pretty
familiar names on the tour
as well — including Renee
Mary Segerstrom, who
lived between 1928 and
2000, and Virginia Maurine
Knott Bender, who lived
between 1913 and 2003.

“Renee Segerstrom:
She’s obviously the wife of
[the late] Henry Seger-
strom. She just brought so
much to Orange County.
She handpicked some of
the South Coast Plaza
stores and restaurants and
then was instrumental in
bringing performing arts
to Orange County,” Adair
said.

“Virginia Knott: She is
the daughter of Walter and
Cordelia Knott, Knott’s
Berry Farm, and she came
to her dad when she was 19
years old with an idea that
Knott’s Berry Farm needed
a gift shop. And that was
her thought as a high
school student. And so
Virginia’s Gift Shop came to
be at the amusement park,

and then she served as
director until it was sold in
1997, after her dad retired. I
was impressed. I know
what I was thinking about
at 19 and it wasn’t entrepre-
neurial.”

Adair said the list of
prominent women laid to
rest at the cemetery is like a
who’s who of Orange
County history.

“Looking at it from to-
day’s standards, these

things that they accom-
plished don’t seem that
impressive — but when
you go back and you think
of the time that they ac-
complished it in, it really
was groundbreaking,” she
said.

Donna Marsh Peery,
office manager for the
Tustin Area Historical Soci-
ety, attended the tour.

“I love history and think
it’s important to honor and

remember these women
trailblazers,” she said. “Now
if we tell people a lady
doctor, woman pilot or
woman attorney, people
think nothing of it. The
women buried at Fairhaven
were the first. They broke
down the barriers to make
those careers common-
place today.”

Continued from page A1
LEGACIES

Courtesy of Fairhaven Memorial Park & Cemetery

DOROTHY ALICE CHANDLER,who lived between 1928 and 2023, became Orange County
Sheriff’s Department’s first female deputy on Aug. 1, 1949. She is one of the notable women
who was laid to rest at Fairhaven Memorial Park & Mortuary in Santa Ana.

JESSICA PERALTA is a
contributor to the Daily Pilot.

Laguna Beach is prepar-
ing to renew its tourism
marketing district, which
has assigned assessments
of 2% to local lodging busi-
nesses to drive funding
toward causes that help
bring overnight guests into
town.

In addition to covering
the costs of promotional
material geared toward
tourists, the funds raised
through the district have
also supported Laguna’s
cultural arts and economic
development.

The City Council on
Tuesday declared its intent
to make a 10-year commit-
ment to the tourism mar-
keting district. The district
was established in 2001 and
most recently renewed for
five years in 2020.

City staff said the plan
was for the 2% rate to re-
main in place, but it could
be increased to 2.5% at the
determination of the coun-
cil and Visit Laguna Beach,
the tourism marketing arm
of the city.

Under the current struc-
ture, half of the assessed
funds go to Visit Laguna
Beach. The other half goes
to local arts organizations,
including Arts Commission
programming, grants for
cultural arts, Laguna Art
Museum, Laguna College of
Art & Design and Laguna
Playhouse.

Distribution of the reve-
nue brought in from the
lodging establishments
would change under the
proposed plan, with a new
category for destination de-
velopment that would re-
ceive 25% of the funds.

Assistant City Manager
Gavin Curran told the

council the new category
would address a wide range
of interests, from artist
housing to beautification
projects, and from en-
hanced tourism to environ-
mental sustainability. The
city would also receive
$500,000 annually for de-
velopment initiatives.

“When [the marketing
district] started 23 years
ago, the idea was to support
the organizations that it
currently supports, and
since that time, we’ve no-
ticed and understand that
we have a need to support
artists and try to keep them
in the community,” Mayor
Pro Tem Mark Orgill said.
“That’s what this is about.
It’s been said and could be
argued that we’re expecting
this to do too much, but my
counter argument to that is,
‘Well, it’s grown 9% a year.’
That’s a lot, so I think it can
do more, and I think it can
now, at this time, support
the artists.”

The creation of a destina-
tion development pool
would result in a reduction
in the funding share for the
local arts organizations,
which have been receiving
10% of the generated reve-
nue from the assessments.
Plans showed that each
would get 8% under the
new proposal, an idea some
members of the arts com-
munity objected to.

“You cannot build desti-
nation development on a
weakened foundation,” said
former mayor Wayne
Baglin, who served three
terms on the City Council.
“It can’t happen. Laguna Art
Museum, Laguna Play-
house, Laguna College of
Art & Design, the Arts Com-
mission, and dozens of
nonprofits in the arts will
not be stronger and more
able to increase the num-
ber of tourists in Laguna
lodging establishments af-
ter having 20% of their
funding reduced.”

Donna Ballard, chair of
the Arts Commission, took
a different tack, expressing
appreciation for the fund-
ing and noting that the arts
and the hotels have a “sym-
biotic relationship.”

“In 2024, the Arts Com-
mission special program
budget was $319,800,” Bal-
lard said. “Of that amount
available, a total of $275,000
was paid directly to artists
for the employment in city
programming. That’s 86%
of the funds provided going
directly to artists. The other
14% went to public art
maintenance, so we can
maintain the condition of
our public art projects.”

“The city distributed
$380,000 in the cultural arts
funding grants,” Ballard
said. “We administer that.
We support nonprofit arts
organizations who present
innovative programming in
our community, so I hope
you’ll agree with us that the
investment in the Arts

Commission programming
and all the arts through the
Laguna Beach tourism mar-
keting district is an invest-
ment in artists and art in
our special community.”

Community concerns
also included visitor im-
pacts and the longevity of
the proposal. Resident
Aaron Peluso said the city
would only be able to man-
age the impact of the tour-
ism marketing district if it
had the ability to opt out
and if annual reviews oc-
curred.

“I’m in favor of watching
what Visit Laguna is doing
and seeing how it’s going
next year and not in 2036,”
Peluso added.

Ruben Flores, a local hor-
ticulturist and the owner of
Laguna Nursery, pointed to
the city’s desire to attract
visitors that would bolster
the local economy.

“I see more and more
about the ads for the hotels,
but not necessarily how
we’re changing that profile
of the ads so that who’s
coming here is already
geared towards coming to
our retail and coming to
our restaurants, versus just
coming to the hotels and
the beaches,” Flores said. “I
applaud the use of funds
for the arts, and I think we
can all use more and more
of that.”

Curran added the renew-
al plan was getting support
from hotels, noting that the
list of proponents included
properties that would ac-
count for “75-to-80%” of
the assessment revenue
that would be collected. A
staff report projected the
tourism marketing district
to produce a revenue
stream of $3 million in the
first year and approxi-

mately $36.75 million over
the next decade.

Council members shared
concerns related to over-
sight of decision-making
for the tourism marketing
district, asking for diversi-
fied representation on an
advisory board.

“I think that this destina-
tion development idea is a
really important one, and I
very much appreciate the
shift from Visit Laguna to
one of stewardship and
connecting people with
these incredible resources
that we have as a commu-
nity,” Councilwoman Hallie
Jones said. “I want to ask
that we have a little bit of
time to talk about, at the
public hearing, how we
codify that. How do we
know if we’re doing a good
job? How do we know if
we’re being successful in
shifting Visit Laguna’s focus
from one of bringing tour-
ists into this community to
one of promoting responsi-
ble visitorship and respon-
sible stewardship of our
town?”

Laguna Beach will host a
town hall meeting on visitor
stewardship from 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. on Thursday, April
17 at City Hall. The city is
also circulating a resident
survey on tourism impacts.

A public meeting regard-
ing the renewal of the tour-
ism marketing district will
take place on May 6. The
public hearing for the
adoption of a resolution to
renew the tourism market-
ing district is scheduled for
June 10. If adopted, the 10-
year renewal would begin
with the new fiscal year on
July 1.

Laguna begins process of renewing tourismmarketing district
BYANDREWTURNER

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

THE LODGING ESTABLISHMENTS in Laguna Beach pay a self-assessment of 2% as
members of the tourismmarketing district to fund tourism-related initiatives. Above, the
Montage Laguna Beach at twilight.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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Elevating digestive
health in Orange
County
The Chao Digestive Health Institute — the first of its kind in Orange County
to develop a fully integrated medical and surgical team — offers advanced
techniques delivered by nationally recognized, board-certified physicians who,
for decades, have propelled digestive health to new heights of innovation.

As part of one of the largest academic health systems in California, and
the only one in Orange County, we bring a multispecialty, comprehensive
and patient-focused approach to prevent, diagnose and treat the most
complex digestive disorders and cancers.

Powered by UC Irvine, no other health system in the region combines
scientific discovery and clinical research to improve the lives of people
living with digestive diseases.

To learn more, visit ucihealth.org/ChaoDHI
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Jim Jennings
Custom Masonry Inc.

Serving Newport Beach, Costa Mesa for 55 years.
SPECIALIZING IN:

• New Patios & Entries
• Drainage Expert: New or Repair
• Masonry & Concrete Repair.
• Grind High-spots caused by tree roots, etc.
• Remove & Replace sections of concrete,
brick or stone.

714-796-9144
State License# 827800 www.jimjenningsmasonry.com

CHURCH
Christian Education Di-
rector Master’s Degree

in Divinity req’d
Resume to Tae Ho Kim,
Grace River Korean Unit-
ed Methodist Church
2351W Orangethorpe
Ave. Fullerton, CA 92833

CHURCH
Christian Education

Director
Master’s Degree in Divin-

ity or related req’d
Resume to Byung K.
Chung, GOND Com-
munity Church 10533
Progress Way suite A.
Cypress, CA 90630

Employment

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

CLASSIFIED

It’s the solution
you’re searching

for-whether
you’re seeking a

home, apartment, pet or new
occupation!

Keith Eric Perkins
July 21, 1959 - March 23, 2025

Keith Eric Perkins 65, passed away at home on March 23rd,2025 in
San Diego.

Hewas born at HoagHospital on July 21st, 1959 and grew up in Costa
Mesa. He moved to San Diego in 1992. He loved to hang out with his
dog Rango, surf, ski and play his drums.

He is survived by his mother Gail, brother Jeff of Huntington Beach
and son Josh of San Diego.

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

A decades-long civic
quest to redevelop Ana-
heim’s 1.5-mile stretch of
Beach Boulevard is getting
new life in the form of three
popular chains slated to
join the highway’s future.

During an update on the
Rebuild Beach Initiative de-
livered at Tuesday’s City
Council meeting, In-N-Out,
Dutch Bros and Dave’s Hot
Chicken were announced
as tenants coming to the
corner of Beach Boulevard
and Lincoln Avenue.

For Ryan Balius, a council
member who lives less than
a mile from Beach Boule-
vard, the announcement
was a welcomed one.

“We’re seeing real devel-
opments… with many
more to come,” he said.
“Much-needed housing
construction is currently
underway, with more

planned.”
The effort to revamp

Beach Boulevard has faced
numerous challenges
through the years, includ-
ing the self-described “envi-
ronmental nightmare” of
trying to build on a former
landfill site at the intersec-
tion.

Despite efforts to acquire
and demolish a glut of di-
lapidated motels, more
than a dozen still remain.

Anaheim police have also
had to retool how they ap-
proach public safety con-
cerns regarding the pres-
ence of drugs, sex traffick-
ing, gambling and other
criminal activities that
hover in and around the
boulevard’s motels.

But during Tuesday’s up-
date, city officials high-
lighted progress on all
fronts.

“Rebuild Beach is a mod-
el for corridor transforma-

tion,” said Deputy City
Manager Ted White. “It
does require sustained,
long-term investment, but
the efforts have been im-
pactful: safer streets, higher
quality of life and renewed
economic vitality.”

In October, Caltrans
turned control of the high-
way over to Anaheim, a
move city officials hailed as
a “milestone” that is ex-
pected to bolster landscap-
ing efforts along its medi-
ans and streamline im-
provements to its right of
way.

A $25-million effort to
underground power and
communication lines
strung along Beach Boule-
vard is already in progress
and is expected to be com-
pleted by 2026.

Housing construction on
a nearly 4-acre plot emp-
tied by already demolished
motels near the intersec-
tion of Beach Boulevard
and Lincoln Avenue will be-
gin this spring.

Brandywine Homes is set

to transform the plot into
47 affordable housing rental
units for multigenerational
families with an additional
60 townhomes for sale.

The Rainbow Inn, a mo-
tel the city threatened to
seize but purchased for $6.9
million last summer, will
soon be demolished to
make way for more hous-
ing.

Amid all the redevelop-
ment activity, the corner-
stone piece of the highway
in Anaheim is also its most
perplexing one.

Referred to in the past as
“Sinkin’ Lincoln” and
“Stinkin’ Lincoln,” the 27-
acre site of a former landfill
once was anchored by a
Tower Records where a
young Gwen Stefani hung
out to see if anybody recog-
nized her as No Doubt be-
gan to soar in popularity.

These days, the plot is a
fragmented testament to
dreams and difficulties of
turning its fate around.

It has suffered under the
brunt of escalating remedi-

ation costs, a dissolved re-
development agency and
the sudden withdrawal of
Lowe’s Home Improve-
ment, an anchor tenant, in
2016.

Despite the challenges,
the first residential phase
arrived in the form of the
Nolin, where 65 town-
homes were built and sold.

The larger 39 Commons
vision for the site entails re-
tail, a grocery store and po-
tential mixed-used devel-
opments.

Disney has also pledged
to contribute public art in
the form of the retired sun
wheel from its California
Adventure theme park.

City staff acknowledged
numerous challenges to
timely redevelopment, in-
cluding high cost of build-
ing materials and labor as
well as rental rates that gro-
cery chains are willing to
pay for a location in the

area.
“At this point, we’re the

farthest along we’ve ever
been,” said Sergio Ramirez,
Anaheim’s director of econ-
omic development.

Later this year, phased
construction will begin at
39 Commons to make way
for retail. The city expects
In-N-Out, Dave’s Hot
Chicken and Dutch Bros to
open sometime in 2026 and
2027.

For Balius, it’s a sign that
patience can bring prog-
ress.

“There’s almost nothing
more important to me than
getting Beach Boulevard
moving forward,” he said.
“As a resident, I see prog-
ress, and that is something
that I couldn’t say three
years ago.”

In-N-Out, Dutch Bros, Dave’s Hot Chicken coming to Beach Boulevard

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

ANAHEIM OFFICIALS gave a progress update on efforts to
redevelop the city’s 1.5-mile stretch of Beach Boulevard.

BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

A fully built out city with little
room to grow, Garden Grove is
turning toward a weedy church
lot as the future site of 26 mar-
ket-rate townhomes.

On Tuesday, the Garden Grove
City Council moved forward
unanimously on approving zon-
ing and other changes needed to
bring the Brandywine Homes
project closer to construction on
the site of Grace Baptist Church.

A staple of Garden Grove’s spir-
itual life since the 1960s, the
church has seen a decline and
exodus of its congregation in re-
cent years, as some members
have moved to Texas and Ten-
nessee, leaving the church with
about 30 active members.

Even though it has been ap-
proached by other developers to
sell the entire property, Grace
Baptist Church wants to contin-
ue its ministry and modernize its
sanctuary.

The church sees parting with a
nearly 2-acre back lot as the best
path toward achieving both.

“This project is going to be
good for the community, as well
as the church,” Pastor Neal Paf-
ford told the City Council. “It’s
dilapidated. It needs help, and
with that, we hope to bring in
new families and continue to
grow and to serve the communi-
ty.”

Pafford mentioned the lot is
mostly unused — save for cars
sometimes seen spinning around
doing doughnuts. An existing
church storage building will be
demolished to accommodate the
subdivision.

The two-story Craftsman-style
townhomes will offer two-to-four

bedroom floor plans.
“We don’t have enough entry-

level home ownership opportu-
nities,” said Elizabeth Hansburg,
executive director of People for
Housing OC, told council mem-
bers. “When young people are
looking to buy their first home,
they usually are looking at town-
homes or condos. The days of
folks buying a single-family

home as their first housing unit
or first home ownership oppor-
tunity, I’m afraid that those days
have passed.”

The project faced initial objec-
tions from nearby residents
when it went before the city’s
planning commission, but no
speakers opposed it during Tues-
day’s council meeting.

Council members voted to en-

sure that construction would
mitigate dust and noise con-
cerns.

“You’ve addressed our con-
cerns,” Spencer Adamson, a
homeowner who lives next to the
church, told the council. “We’re
not opposed to this project at all.
We’re thinking it’ll be a fine addi-
tion to the neighborhood.’

By not seeking a density

bonus, Councilman George Bri-
etigam also claimed the church
could have considered many
more units with less parking at a
higher sales price, but didn’t.

“It’s a blessing that the church
is going that extra mile for the
community,” he said. “Twenty-
six units — it’s fully parked — is
not such a bad thing, especially
on a lot.”

“I’m going to have to find
somewhere else to go do my
doughnuts,” Brietigam quipped.

Grace Baptist Church is the lat-
est Orange County congregation
to consider housing.

The Diocese of Orange won
approval from the La Habra City
Council to build 21 apartment
homes on an unused grass field
behind its Our Lady of
Guadalupe Church.

Redevelopment plans have
been recently submitted to La-
guna Beach to transform the
Neighborhood Congregational
Church into 44 units of afford-
able housing while building a
new spiritual center on-site.

Councilwoman Ariana Ar-
estegui noted the importance of
Garden Grove taking a diversified
approach to housing, one that
the Brandywine Homes project
will contribute to.

“It’s important for us, when we
think about housing, that we also
consider those first-time home
buyers and allowing young peo-
ple to have the opportunity to
enter into home ownership,” she
said. “This is exactly the type of
project that would create those
opportunities.”

Garden Grove moves forward with plan to
build townhomes on Baptist church site

Gabriel San Román

GRACE BAPTIST Church in Garden Grove is going to subdivide its property to make way for townhomes.

BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

CONTACT US

Carol Cormaci
Executive Editor

carol.cormaci@latimes.com

Nicole Charky-Chami
Deputy Editor

nicole.charkychami
@latimes.com

———
Beth Raff

Advertising Manager
(424) 225-9928

beth.raff@latimes.com
———

Reporters:
Sara Cardine,

Costa Mesa
sara.cardine@latimes.com

Eric Licas,
Newport Beach

eric.licas@latimes.com

Sarah Mosqueda, TimesOC
sarah.mosqueda

@latimes.com

Gabriel San Román,
TimesOC

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com

Matt Szabo,
Huntington Beach and

Sports
matthew.szabo@latimes.com

Andrew Turner,
Laguna Beach and Sports

andrew.turner@latimes.com

———
10540 Talbert Ave.,

Suite 260 West,
Fountain Valley, CA 92708

———
The Daily Pilot, established

in 1907, is published
Thursday through Sunday

by Times Community News,
a division of the Los Angeles

Times. Subscriptions are
available only by

subscribing to The Times,
Orange County.

———
© 2025 Times Community News.

All rights reserved.

A Times Community News publication.



forum
WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 2025 A5

Offered For Sale
310 Via Lido Nord
Newport Beach

A rare opportunity to claim a stretch of bay and beach frontage with unob-
structed views on one of the nation’s most coveted locations. The exclusive
Lido Isle community in Newport Beach is the epitome of coastal elegance.

3,000 sq ft | 4 beds | 5 baths | Now offered at $8,500,000

Watch the film and learn more at:

www.310ViaLido.com
Heather Applegate, Broker

949-891-0939
Heather@HeritageCoastHomes.com

DRE 01890632

H ere’s a thought expe-
riment: What if no
one wanted to teach

anymore?
Too extreme? Then I will

modify the question. What
if we didn’t value teachers
enough, or education gen-
erally, to ensure that we
had a sufficient number of
well-trained educators
capable of providing every
child living in the U.S. with
equal access to at least a
satisfactory learning envi-
ronment?

Some schools would be
understaffed and under-
funded. Many kids, particu-
larly those in low-income
areas, would fall through
the cracks, their futures
deeply diminished. Poverty
and crime rates would
increase. Health outcomes
would be compromised.
Some sectors of society
would be stuck in a de-
pressing generational loop
of disadvantage and hard-
ship.

We know all these out-
comes are real because we
see them happening, de-
spite the valiant efforts by
many people to correct
course and address the
problems that have long
plagued public education—
the problems that have led
to teacher shortages in
communities throughout
the nation in recent years.

But now the situation is
in danger of getting even
worse because of the cur-

rent admin-
istration’s
goal of
shuttering
the U.S.

Department
of Education. It’s
a move that threatens to
take with it an important
source of funding for
schools to educate disad-
vantaged and disabled
students, for collecting
important data, and for
grants and loans to college
students.

Those would all be dev-
astating losses, but let’s just
focus on the latter for now.
In California, the adminis-
tration cancelled $148
million in grants for re-
cruiting and training new
teachers in the state. Cali-
fornia joined in a lawsuit to
try and stop the move, but
the U.S. Supreme Court, by
a 5-4 vote, upheld the cuts.

Again, this is occurring
within the context of per-
sistent teacher shortages.
Districts throughout the
state find it increasingly
difficult to fill vacancies
with trained and creden-
tialed teachers, particularly
in math, science, special
education and bilingual
education.

As teachers retire or leave
the field for other opportu-
nities, fewer and fewer new
recruits are coming in to
replace them. In the 2020-
2021 school year, 26,179
college students were

enrolled in teacher educa-
tion. By the 2022-2023
school year, that number
dwindled to 19,833.

The reasons behind the
declining numbers are
varied, but if you talk to
any teacher in any district
they will tell you that peo-
ple turning away from what
was once considered a
valued and noble career
path is hardly surprising.
Teaching has become an
early burnout profession.

Sure, teaching pays less
than other jobs with similar
required education levels,
the work is intense and
often draining, and many
teachers must open their
wallets to pay for their
classroom supplies. But the
biggest complaint I hear,
over and over again, is that
teachers are fed up with a
lack of respect and an
increasingly hostile work
environment.

Many schools have be-
come so desperate to fill
empty slots that they have
had to employ growing
numbers of underprepared
and substitute teachers,
increase class sizes, and
reduce course offerings.
Not by coincidence, the
shortages are worse in
communities with high
numbers of underprivi-
leged students.

Now we’re faced with
more chipping away at
programs desperately
needed to help recruit new

blood into the field. Worse
still, many observers be-
lieve the damage inflicted
is intentional. They see the
dismantling of the Depart-
ment of Education as a part
of a broader project to
starve public schools and
shift more resources to
private education.

The drying up of federal
aid and downplaying the
importance of supporting
public education hit pro-
fessionals like Dr. Alison
Dover hard.

A professor of secondary
education at Cal State
Fullerton, Dover was a
first-generation college
graduate and scholarship
student who “came to see
the massive inequalities in

our world.” She has de-
voted her career to fighting
for equal educational op-
portunities for all.

“I fell in love with the
ways that young people use
their voices and wanted to
use their voices to change
the world around them,”
she said. But in so many
instances, she witnessed
the ways that societal ineq-
uities worked to hold back
many students from aca-
demic achievement.

Addressing those inequi-
ties requires a Herculean
effort, even when access to
funding is available for
programs that have been
demonstrably effective. But
now Dover is deeply wor-
ried about the impact of a

loss of federal funding.
“I don’t know how any-

one could not be,” she said.
“Not a day goes by that

we don’t hear about some-
one wondering ‘What’s
going to happen to my
loan? Will I have a job in a
few years?’ It produces a
tremendous amount of
stress.”

There’s a lot going on
right now and much to
worry about. I know it’s
tough to focus on every
problem when retirement
accounts are shrinking and
economists are warning
about the potential for a
trade war to worsen infla-
tion and push us into re-
cession. Not to mention
that the purges at other
government agencies—
affecting such vital func-
tions as weather forecasting
and the containment of
dangerous viruses—could
literally cost lives.

Even so, the education
cuts are an outrage that we
can’t afford to ignore. Our
vast, unwieldy system of
public education is far from
perfect, but it is one of the
pillars of our democratic
society. If we weaken it, we
will be poorer for it.

COLUMN | PATRICE APODACA

Education cuts reveal an ‘outrage we
can’t afford to ignore’

PATRICE APODACA is a
former Los Angeles Times
staff writer and is coauthor of
“A Boy Named Courage: A
Surgeon’s Memoir of
Apartheid.” She lives in
Newport Beach.

Christina House | Los Angeles Times

EDUCATORS AREworried about the impact the loss of
federal funding will have on their lives. “Not a day goes by
that we don’t hear about someone wondering ‘What’s going
to happen to my loan? Will I have a job in a few years?’ It
produces a tremendous amount of stress,” a Cal State
Fullerton professor said.

I n less than one month,
Huntington Beach
voters will receive bal-

lots in the mail for a critical
citywide special election on
June 10. The outcome of
this election will determine
how our city’s popular
five-branch library system
will operate going forward.
It is vital that Huntington
Beach residents vote YES
for Measures A and B to
protect our public library
from hare-brained and
dangerous MAGA policies.

During the past two
years, the Huntington
Beach City Council has
tried to seize control of our
public library by creating a
polarizing MAGA com-
memorative sign for our
Central Library’s 50th anni-
versary, establishing a com-
mittee with political ap-
pointees who determine
what books are in our li-
brary and flirting with pri-
vatization of the library’s
efficiently run operations.

These policies mimic
what President Trump is
doing on a national level.
Last month, President
Trump defunded the Insti-
tute of Museum and Li-
brary Services, which pro-
vides essential grants to

libraries throughout the
country. The state of Cali-
fornia has lost millions in
previously approved fund-
ing for the 2024-2025 fiscal
year that would have sup-
ported children, reading
programs for veterans and
work-readiness programs.

Huntington Beach resi-
dents do not agree with
MAGA anti-library policies.
They view our library as a
community anchor that not
only maintains an extensive
collection but also provides
a wide range of services
such as free WiFi and a
computer lab, veterans
resource center, makers
space, story time for chil-
dren, literacy programs,
book clubs, author talks,
classes and more. To safe-
guard the integrity of our
award-winning public
library and preserve access
to vital community re-
sources for citizens and
their families, I eagerly
await voting YES for both
these measures.

Carol Daus
Huntington Beach

This special election is
exactly what the MAGA
Huntington Beach City
Council wanted so they

could continue their drive
to privatize the library and
ban all books they consider
obscene, even those books
dealing with potty training
because of the subject
matter.

Trump placed his side-
kick Elon Musk in charge of
reducing the federal work
force supposedly to elimi-
nate fraud and corruption,
although there has been no
proof of such fraud and
corruption. From essential
library services for people
with disabilities to summer
reading programs for fam-
ilies, as well as reading
initiatives, workforce readi-
ness and opportunities to
earn online high school
diplomas — our city coun-
cil will not object to any of
this and welcomes the
library budget cuts.

Wisconsin citizens re-
cently took a stand against
Musk’s attempt to buy a
state Supreme court seat
and voted down his candi-
date. Huntington Beach
citizens have an opportuni-
ty to do the same by voting
yes in support of Measures
A and B on June 10 to show
our support for our library
system. Our state Atty. Gen.
Rob Bonta has filed a law-

suit against Trump’s execu-
tive order to reshape voting
and we should do our part
by standing up for the
library and the services it
provides to our community.

Richard C. Armendariz
Huntington Beach

Showing support
for NMUSD school
board candidate

I am writing to express
my support for Andrea
McElroy’s candidacy for the
Newport-Mesa School
Board.

As the candidate en-
dorsed by the Newport
Beach Police and Fire Asso-
ciations, Andrea brings a
unique perspective with a
commitment to our com-
munity’s values and the
importance of school safety.

Andrea’s focus on aca-
demic excellence is exactly
what our schools need. She
understands that our chil-
dren deserve a top-notch
education centered on core
subjects. Her dedication to
parental rights ensures that
families will have a voice in
their children’s education,
and a commitment to the
partnership between

schools and the communi-
ty.

Importantly, Andrea is
committed to keeping the
culture wars out of our
classrooms. Our schools
should be places of learn-
ing, not battlegrounds for
ideological debates. With
Andrea on the school
board, we can trust that the
focus will remain on pre-
paring our students for
success.

I urge voters to support
Andrea McElroy for
NMUSD school board. Her
priorities align with the
needs of our students and
families, and her endorse-
ments reflect her strong ties
to our community.

Dianne Wells
Newport Beach

As a grandmother of two
Area 5 students in the New-
port-Mesa Unified School
District, I am voting for
Andrea McElroy in the
upcoming special election.
I trust her to make policy
decisions that prioritize
student achievement and
well-being.

Andrea believes schools
should never withhold
information from parents.
She is determined to safe-

guard the vital parent-child
relationship and maximize
transparency between
parents and schools about
their children.

Additionally, Andrea
stands out as the only can-
didate endorsed by both
the Newport Beach Police
and Fire associations. A
school district’s primary
responsibility is to provide a
safe learning environment
for our children, and An-
drea’s public safety en-
dorsements demonstrate
she is the most qualified to
fulfill this duty. Their part-
nership with our schools is
critical and Newport Beach
Police and Fire trust Andre-
a’s dedication to public
safety.

In the end, a school
board trustee’s responsibil-
ity is setting and maintain-
ing sound policies — not
attending school events or
knowing lots of school
employees. I trust Andrea
McElroy with my vote be-
cause she will enhance
educational quality, keep
our kids safe and maximize
parental access to informa-
tion about their children.

Kristy Gladding
Newport Beach

MAILBAG

Huntington Beach voters will decide fate of city’s libraries
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Get the FREE
TimesOC
newsletter.
Orange County’s
most essential stories
in your inbox.
Every Wednesday, get the news that matters
most to your community in the TimesOC
newsletter, with the latest on issues from
business and immigration to food and what
to do this weekend. It’s the top local stories
from the Daily Pilot, the L.A. Times and
TimesOC — all delivered straight to you.

Scan the code or visit
latimes.com/timesOCnewsletter
to sign up now.

Huntington Beach teen-
ager Matthew Hunein still
spends long hours just up
the street from where he
went to high school, al-
though now he finds him-
self firmly entrenched in the
real world.

The 2024 Edison High
graduate recently opened a
dessert shop, Crzookie
Cookies and Ice Cream.

His senior project for
Edison’s Center for Interna-
tional Business and Com-
munications Studies
(CIBACS) program became
a brick-and-mortar shop
when it opened its doors
last month.

Hunein’s staff of 16 con-
sists of local high school
students, and a couple of
people who attend Orange
Coast College. Some of the
staff are currently students
in the CIBACS program
themselves.

He said he definitely gets
plenty of foot traffic from
Edison, but he’s also been
feeling the good vibes from
other places as Crzookie has
gotten off the ground.

“Random strangers off
the street that maybe I met
once, a year ago, they re-
member me and they’re
rooting for me and they’re
genuinely happy for my
success,” said Hunein, 18.
“The community in Hunt-
ington Beach is un-

matched.”
Hunein operates the

business owned by his
parents, who also own three
other restaurants in Orange
County.

Lilian Hunein said all
three of her kids were in the
CIBACS program. Ashley,
25, is the oldest and runs a
coffee shop in Santa Ana,
inside a restaurant that the
family also owns.

“It’s a great program,”
Lilian Hunein said.

“[Matthew] was a shy kid,
very introverted, and the
guy who came out of that
program is completely
different. To me, it taught
them how to speak in pub-
lic. It taught them résumé
building, it taught them
how to interview. During
our interview process for
our employees, you can tell
the difference between the
ones that were in the
CIBACS program and the
ones that were not.”

Matthew, who was also
Edison’s ASB president as a
senior, was in the CIBACS
program for all four years
he was at the campus.

The program has a long
history.

Lori Chlarson, an English
teacher at Edison who is the
CIBACS faculty coordinator,
said the program is cele-
brating its 30th anniversary
this year. Students have
projects each year. Their
freshman year, the project

involves moving an existing
business to another country
— Matthew Hunein came
up with logistics of moving
Jersey Mike’s to Portugal.

As the students progress
in the program, they job
shadow their junior year,
trying to identify their
dream career.

Each CIBACS student
then must write a business
plan as part of their senior
project; Matthew Hunein’s
was 42 pages long and
included plenty of market
analysis. He purposely
opened his dessert shop
next to a Chipotle, thinking
customers might want
some sweets after devour-
ing their burrito bowls.

Chlarson can cite plenty
of success stories from the
program, which incorpo-
rates the students’ English
and social studies classes
and has about 300 Edison
students involved each year
across the four grade levels.
Many CIBACS alumni come
back and judge students’
projects in the spring.

“I’m just really proud of
the work that Matt put into
doing this, finding his foot-
ing,” Chlarson said. “Follow-
ing through and being able
to actually open the doors
on something like that is
quite an accomplishment.
It’s really nice to see it actu-
ally come to fruition for
him. He’s got the marketing
aspect of it wired. He came

to our school and brought
cookies to all of his teach-
ers, then he went to the
school district office and
did the same thing over
there.”

Crzookie has 16 ice cream
flavors and 10 different
warmed cookies available,
along with bonuses like
dirty sodas. Matthew
Hunein has labeled bei-
gnets with syrup and pow-
ered sugar that will be avail-
able soon “Habibi Bites,” a
nod to his Egyptian herit-
age.

There’s been plenty of
fine tuning, but he said the
biggest thing he’s learned in
the whole process is pa-
tience. The architectural
plans were submitted in
November of 2023, but he
and his family had to wait
for different approvals and
construction before Cr-
zookie could become a
reality.

“Patience is the biggest
thing that I didn’t think that
entrepreneurs needed,”
Hunein said. “I knew they
needed it, but I didn’t know
how important it was going
to be.”

Hunein is currently
studying business adminis-
tration at Irvine Valley Col-
lege. He takes courses on-
line so he can tend to the
dessert shop.

Success tastes sweet for H.B. teen running dessert shop

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

EDISON HIGH alumnus Matthew Hunein stands with his mom Lilian at Crzookie Cookies
and Ice Cream in Huntington Beach.

BYMATT SZABO

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

north and Mesa Verde
Country Club to the south
make building out the two-
lane road a dicey pro-
position.

“In order to put a bridge
up, hypothetically, you’d
have to do a lot of eminent
domain, including a
school site, the Mesa Verde
golf course and about 20 to
30 homes,” Mayor John
Stephens said Thursday.
“Obviously, nobody in
Costa Mesa wants that. It

would be brutal for the
residents of Mesa Verde.”

For that reason, city
leaders have fought since
1991 to have the Garfield-
Gisler bridge removed
from the Master Plan of Ar-
terial Highways (MPAH),
now under the jurisdiction
of the Orange County
Transportation Authority.

Joined in their effort by
Huntington Beach, and
later Fountain Valley, offi-
cials and residents alike
have pushed the agency to
conduct traffic studies and
consider alternative infra-
structure improvements

that would negate the
need for the bridges.

With the penning of a
memorandum of under-
standing in 2006, the in-
volved parties agreed to
implement a series of im-
provements, including in-
tersection upgrades, street
widening and new freeway
on-ramps. And, in the
meantime, a few seismic
changes to the surround-
ing area have worked out
in the cities’ favor.

Orange County popula-
tion forecasts have trended

Continued from page A1
BRIDGE

Don Leach
Staff
Photographer

A PORTION OF
Costa Mesa’s
Gisler Avenue
would possibly be
destroyed, if the
county were to
enact a plan to
connect the
two-lane road
with the four-lane
Garfield Street,
across the Santa
Ana River, in
Huntington
Beach.

See Bridge, page A8
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All dates, times, artists, programs, and prices are subject to change.

PRESENTING CONCERTS AT

PHILHARMONIC SOCIETY OF ORANGE COUNTY

(949) 553-2422 | philharmonicsociety.org

CO-PRESENTED WITH SOKA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER

Series Sponsor: Donna L. Kendall Foundation
Featured Artist Sponsor: Charlie and Ling Zhang

Beethoven & Tchaikovsky
THEMUTTER-BRONFMAN-FERRÁNDEZ TRIO

Henry T. and Elizabeth Segerstrom
Foundation Select Series

Additional support from The Segerstrom Foundation

ALINA
IBRAGIMOVA

& CÉDRIC
TIBERGHIEN
Violin & Piano

APR 25 AT 8PM
IRVINE BARCLAY THEATRE

MAY 4 AT 3PM
RENÉE & HENRY SEGERSTROM

CONCERT HALL

Tchaikovsky’s Fifth

LA PHIL
& GUSTAVO

GIMENO

MAY 30 AT 8PM
RENÉE & HENRY SEGERSTROM

CONCERT HALL

ACROSS
1 Facts and figures
5 Exertion
11 Tech that gives
directions: Abbr.
14 Iniquitous
15 Playwright
Arthur
16 River in Spanish
17 Window ledge
18 Public promise
19 Shade tree
20 Dark green
veggie
21 Bitter beer
22 Take a breath
24 Yang and __
26 Secrecy
documents: Abbr.
27 Banned organic
chemical: Abbr.
30 Colón's
country
34 Star in Lyra
37 Not feeling well
38 Wise saying
39 Cringe in fear
40 "Little Women"
author: 3 wds.
43 Levels off
44 Each and __
day
45 Japanese sash
46 Stitched
47 Log-on name: 2
wds.
48 Artificial
coloring
49 Perceive
sounds
51 Buddhist
discipline
53 Commences
55 Vietnamese
soup
57 "Drat!": 2 wds.
61 Actor Holbrook
62 "Pay attention!"
64 Toon Betty
65 Chopping tool
66 Turkey's capital
67 Go the distance
68 That guy's

69 Summer or
winter
70 Former lovers

DOWN
1 Office furniture
2 Nike competitor
3 Cash drawer
4 Narrow passage
5 Savory turnover
6 Overstuff

7 Run away
8 Ancient
9 Oscar winner
King
10 Fashion fad
11 Oily shrub
12 Tedious person
13 Inexact amount
23 Great disorder
25 "No bet": 2 wds.

27 Heaps
28 Bit of garlic
29 Huge marine
mammals: 2 wds.
31 Monikers
32 Tequila
ingredient
33 "Twilight"
author Stephenie
35 Make do: 2
wds.
36 Bandleader
Shaw
39 Bonnie and __
41 Toward the
center
42 Phoenix native,
e.g.
47 Related to
bears
50 Book of maps
52 High-minded
53 Old Iranian
ruler
54 Cab
55 School support
groups: Abbr.
56 Valiant one
58 Elaborate
deception
59 Organ that
smells
60 Makes a choice
63 Reggae relative

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Stella
Zawistowski

SUDOKU
By the Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

On Easter Sunday, hop
over to one of these Orange
County restaurants serving
brunch for the occasion.
There are indulgent options
like a four-course brunch
menu that starts with cav-
iar-topped deviled eggs,
fresh choices like seasonal
garden-inspired menus and
even classic Mexican break-
fast dishes served with
fresh fruit margaritas.

POPPY & SEED
350 S. Anaheim Blvd.
Anaheim
(714) 603-7130

This greenhouse-inspired
Anaheim Packing District
restaurant is a wonderful
place to taste the bounty of
spring. Poppy & Seed is set
within an edible garden,
where James Beard Award-
nominated chef Michael
Reed and wife Kwini host
diners in an atmosphere
that feels like an endless
garden party. On April 20,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Reed
will serve an Easter brunch
buffet with items like his
famous buttermilk fried
chicken and waffles,
braised short rib hash and
baked eggs, snow crab
claws, shrimp cocktail,
freshly shucked oysters,
made-to-order omelets and
scratch pastries and bakery
treats. Brunch is $102 per
person with optional mi-
mosa kits that include a
bottle of champagne and a
trio of fresh juices priced at
$65. Reservations are rec-
ommended.

FAT OF THE LAND
700 N. Main St., Unit A,
Santa Ana
(714) 486-2372

An intimate space on the
outskirts of Downtown
Santa Ana, Fat of the Land
serves European-inspired
tapas alongside a tightly
curated wine list. Owner
Robert Paetz and chef Van
Duong have created a cozy
restaurant for diners who
want a plate of Jamon de
Iberico or Cantabrian an-
chovies on piquillo pep-
pers, along with a glass of

Albariño. Brunch is typi-
cally served from 11 a.m. to
2 p.m. on Saturdays and
Sundays, but the kitchen
will open up early, at 10
a.m., on Easter Sunday.
Indulge in a Spanish tortilla
Benedict derived from the
traditional egg and po-
tatoes omelet with piquillo
peppers and hollandaise, or
orange cream French toast
with Grand Marnier whip-
ped cream.

LA VIDA CANTINA
1870 Harbor Blvd.,
Costa Mesa
(949) 612-2349

Enjoy Sunday brunch on
one of Orange County’s
largest outdoor patios —
equipped with fire pits and
two over-sized palapas —
at La Vida Cantina. Winter
isn’t truly over until you’ve
sipped a beverage outdoors
and this Costa Mesa Mexi-
can restaurant and bar has
fresh fruit margaritas at the
ready. Sunday brunch is
served from 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. and features classic
Mexican breakfast dishes

like chilaquiles, served in
your choice of green or red
sauce with queso fresco
and two eggs, any style.
Diners can also choose
from maple syrup-drizzled
French toast, huevos con
chorizo, breakfast tostadas
piled high with refried
beans, shredded pork,
poached egg and avocado
or a hefty breakfast burrito
that’s stuffed with scram-
bled eggs, bacon, sausage,
potatoes and Jack cheese.
Bottomless mimosas are
priced at $20 or select one
of the many margarita
options, like blueberry
basil, watermelon mint or
cactus fruit. For reserva-
tions call (949) 612-2349.

MARCHÉ MODERNE
7862 Pacific Coast Hwy.
Newport Beach
(714) 434-7900

Marché Modern has
been a favorite fine dining
destination for Orange
County since 2007 and
chefs Florent and Amelia
Marneau continue to draw
diners for their sophis-

ticated French cuisine.
While the restaurant usu-
ally only offers a regular
dinner menu or chef tast-
ing menu, Marché is bring-
ing back its beloved Sunday
brunch for a few special
Sundays, including Easter.
The four-course brunch
menu priced at $129 per
person starts with an
amuse-bouche of caviar
deviled egg, followed by
first course options like
sashimi-grade hamachi
poke with pickled ginger
and sweet onions, radishes
and mango and jalapeño
sorbet or smoked coppa
ham antipasti. Second
course choices include
“Everything Coconut”
French toast with macad-
amia nougatine and coco-
mango gelato, a brown
butter crepe with smoked
salmon, garnished with
Kaluga Hybrid caviar,
crème fraiche, dill, yuzu,
shishito pepper, onion jam
and pickled cucumbers or a
Croque Madame, served
with French-style truffle
jambon blanc, Comté Du

Jura cheese, a sunny side
up egg and portobello
champignon salade verte,
to name a few. Finish with
a dessert like black truffle
vanilla ice cream or English
Devon cream trifle. A sup-
plement of boulangerie
boards for two or four will
also be available with fresh
baked treats like croissants
pur beurre, raspberry dan-
ish, Kouign Amann and
Amelia’s Hawaiian mango-
passion sugar scone. Avail-
able from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
you will not see brunch
again at Marché Moderne
until Mother’s and Father’s
days, so reservations are
highly recommended.

THE MARKET BY THE
MEAT CELLAR
31864 Paseo Adelanto,

Suite 105
San Juan Capistrano
(949) 503-1548

Located at San Juan
Capistrano’s newest hub,
River Street Marketplace,
the Market by the Meat
Cellar is an immersive
experience. Founded by
Anthony and Sara Villegas,
the hybrid artisan butcher,
epicurean boutique and
steakhouse restaurant
makes it possible for guests
to shop the prime dry aged
meats and specialty food
items served from the Meat
Cellar kitchen. On April 20,
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
Meat Cellar invites diners
to an all-you-can-eat
brunch buffet. Priced at
$120 per person and $45 for
kids under 12, the buffet
will center around a carv-
ing station featuring Mo-
roccan spiced Colorado
lamb, orange blossom
honey glazed Kurobuta
pork and cabernet rose-
mary jus glazed prime rib.
There will also be seafood,
including shrimp cocktail,
ceviche, oyster shooters,
domestic and imported
cheeses and charcuterie,
desserts, salads and an
omelets and scramble
station, made-to-order with
organic eggs. Reservations
are recommended but
walk-ins are welcome.

Spring for Easter brunch at these O.C. restaurants

Emily J. Davis

CELEBRATE SPRINGwith a garden-inspired brunch menu this Easter Sunday at Poppy &
Seed in Anaheim.

Courtesy of La Vida Cantina

ENJOY SUNDAY brunch outdoors at La Vida Cantina.

Courtesy of Fat of the Land

ORANGE CREAM French
toast at Fat of the Land in
Santa Ana.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

sarah.mosqueda
@latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos
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and led chants through a
megaphone during the
march. He received an
email from the Dean of Stu-
dent Affairs office on Tues-
day alerting him to an ad-
ministrative hearing that
could result in disciplinary
action.

“It’s just part of the uni-
versity pushback and re-
pression of voices,” Moos
told TimesOC. “As a group,
Students for Justice in Pal-
estine were hoping we
wouldn’t get something like
this, but we can’t say we’re
surprised, either.”

Carly Murphy, a Chap-
man University spokes-
person, did not answer di-
rect questions about how
many students are facing
discipline and what such
punitive actions could be,
citing student privacy con-
cerns.

Murphy otherwise de-
fended the university’s po-
lices in a prepared state-
ment.

“In addition to fully sup-
porting free speech, includ-
ing peaceful protests and
demonstrations, we encour-
age and nurture civil dis-
course,” she said. “We have
an important role to play in
this regard, as an educa-
tional institution, and our
policies aim to provide op-
portunities for everyone.”

Michael Daniels, out-
reach chair of Students for
Justice in Palestine, also re-
ceived an email about his
scheduled April 14 hearing,
which includes a “failure to
comply” charge.

“They haven’t told us

what the punishment could
be,” he said. “I don’t know
what to expect. I could be
suspended.”

According to a university
email sent to students
about the hearings, Dean of
Students Jerry Price and
Tristan Alpert, assistant
dean of students, ap-
proached student activists
at the rally around noon
and informed them about
the amplified sound rules.

The conduct code for
events states amplified
sound must be approved in
advance and that it is other-
wise not permitted during

weekdays in outdoor areas
that “could disturb classes,
university business or
nearby residents of Orange.”

After the conversation
with Price, student activists
continued using amplified
sound as alleged in a uni-
versity “incident summary”
that included surveillance
footage and screenshot
photographs.

At least three Students for
Justice in Palestine mem-
bers face discipline related
to the protest. Two other
student activists were iden-
tified for alleged policy vio-
lations in the incident sum-

mary.
Students for Justice in

Palestine used amplified
sound during a walk-out
last April. One month later,
the group set up a pro-Pal-
estinian encampment on
campus where speakers
routinely used a micro-
phone. An agreement be-
tween university officials
and student activists led to
the encampment being vol-
untarily dismantled without
any disciplinary action tak-
en.

Students for Justice in
Palestine claimed that uni-
versity officials made a ver-

bal agreement not to alter
any free speech policies on
campus but its members
came back for the fall se-
mester to updated and ex-
panded rules, including on
amplified sound.

Since then, tensions over
the Gaza War have contin-
ued to roil the university.

In January, Students for
Justice in Palestine had an
MLK award rescinded amid
outcry from university pres-
ident Daniele Struppa, who
sent a campus-wide email
criticizing the award and
pro-Israel groups.

That same month, an ar-

chivist resigned from Barry
and Phyllis Rodgers Center
for Holocaust Education,
accusing it of “silence on
the apartheid state of Israel
and its ongoing genocide
against the Palestinians in
Gaza.”

The Anti-Defamation
League graded Chapman
with a “D” for “deficient ap-
proach” on its 2025 campus
antisemitism report card
that sounded a high-alert
for “severe antisemitic and
anti-Zionist incidents.”

U.S. Education Secretary
Linda McMahon’s letter to
Chapman over alleged anti-
semitism followed — as did
the student protest that
drew hundreds in response.

Most recently, Moos and
Daniels began a hunger
strike calling on Chapman
to preserve DEI, protect in-
ternational and undocu-
mented students and divest
from war.

Daniels ended his fast be-
fore receiving the email
about the hearing.

Moos, who counted
Wednesday as his 10th day
of fasting, faces his own
hearing on April 16. He
plans to make a case against
the conduct codes, which
he said unfairly hampers
the ability of students to or-
ganize protests in an urgent
manner.

“If you want to have a
protest, then you have to go
through the significantly
long process of getting a
space and getting permis-
sion for all these things,”
Moos said. “By that time,
the moment has passed.”

Continued from page A1
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Gabriel San Román

STUDENTSMARCH on campus at Chapman University during last month’s “protect DEI” protest.

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

downward, from 3.6 mil-
lion to 3.3 million, in the
last two decades, while
completion of OCTA’s
$2.16-billion I-405 Im-
provement Project in 2023
increased the freeway’s ca-
pacity, lessening the need
for arterial connectors.

Those changes led the
transportation agency to
determine that the

Garfield-Gisler bridge was
no longer necessary.

“Based on the fact that
forecast congestion has
not increased in the study
area reviewed in this anal-
ysis, there is no indication
of a need for further in-
depth study of the MPAH
status of the Garfield-
Gisler [right of way] re-
serve,” a 2025 technical
study concluded.

“It is recommended that
the facility be fully re-
moved from the MPAH

without significant im-
pacts on traffic or con-
gestion in the area.”

Stephens and Orange
County Supervisor Katrina
Foley, two longstanding
opponents of the bridge
proposal, serve on OCTA’s
Board of Directors as well
as a Regional Transporta-
tion and Planning Com-
mittee that reviews high-
way programs and makes
recommendations to the
agency’s board of direc-
tors.

On Monday, the com-
mittee formally recom-
mended the project be
stricken from the master
plan. The move was high-
lighted in letters of support
signed by the public works
directors of the cities of
Costa Mesa, Huntington
Beach and Fountain Valley.

Fountain Valley, which
had in previous decades
historically supported the
Santa Ana River traffic
crossings, after Monday’s
vote decided to withdraw

its letter of support so the
matter could be reviewed
by its city council, accord-
ing to Stephens.

Once a determination is
made at that level, it will
be up to the OCTA Board
of Directors to decide
whether to formally adopt
the master plan amend-
ment that would leave the
Gisler Avenue terminus as
it stands today.

Foley said Thursday she
was hopeful for a positive
outcome.

“We can’t exactly have a
highway running through
our nice residential com-
munities — you’d be taking
out schools, homes and
beautiful open spaces, the
golf course, etc.,” she said.
“We’ve been working on
this for many decades here
in Costa Mesa, and it’s fi-
nally time to take this bad
idea off the Master Plan of
Arterial Highways.”

Continued from page A6
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