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EVERYONE PLAYS A PART

Every year on or around the
fourth day of October, people all
over the world, residents of Or-
ange County included, gather to
celebrate St. Francis Day in honor
of the patron saint of animals,
Saint Francis of Assisi. In remem-
brance of his love for all creatures,
guardians or pet parents tradi-
tionally take their animal com-
panions to church for a Blessing
of the Animals.

According to the Humane Soci-
ety, the earliest books about Saint
Francis were written by Thomas
of Celano, a member of Francis’
religious order who knew the
saint personally. Thomas’ books

reveal Francis’ love for animals
and his conviction that religious
faith and care for God’s creatures
go hand in hand.

Today, over 3 million people a
year make a pilgrimage to the
tomb of St. Francis in the town of
Assisi, revealing him to be one of
the most popular and beloved
saints of all time.

In 1979, Pope John Paul II paid
tribute to Francis’ love for cre-
ation by declaring him the patron
saint of ecologists.

The pope encouraged prisoners
to follow the example of Saint
Francis by embracing all creatures
as members of a single family and

Faithful pets celebrated in annual Blessing of the Animals

Susan Hoffman

THE REV. CANON
Cindy Evans

Voorhees, St. James
Episcopal Church
Newport Beach

blesses a pig during
the annual Blessing of
the Animals Sunday.

BY SUSANHOFFMAN

See Blessing , page A2

An investigation into a down-
town Huntington Beach double
shooting late Tuesday is ongoing,
police officials announced
Wednesday in a news release,
adding there are no current
threats to public safety.

Officers responded to reports of
gunfire at around 11:40 p.m. on
Tuesday near 3rd Street and Wal-
nut Avenue. Upon arrival, police

located two adult men who had
suffered gunshot wounds.

Both men were transported to a
local hospital. Their conditions
are unknown, but they are ex-
pected to survive their injuries,
officials said.

During a vehicle stop near the
crime scene later, police located
and arrested five individuals who
matched descriptions of the sus-
pects, according to Huntington
Beach Police Department spokes-

woman Jennifer Carey.
All were taken to the Hunting-

ton Beach Police Station for fur-
ther questioning. Police did not
confirm the names of the sus-
pects.

Preliminary investigation indi-
cates that there was an argument
and physical altercation between
two parties prior to the shooting.

Suspects under arrest in shooting
in downtown Huntington Beach
BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Newport Beach City Council
members and staff said their
goodbyes to Assistant City Man-
ager Carol Jacobs at what would
be her last council meeting Sept.
28.

Jacobs is leaving for a job in
the private sector, city officials
said. City spokesman John Pope
confirmed that her last day

would be Oct. 8.
She first came to the city in

2015.
“We would be remiss if we

didn’t pause to recognize Carol
for her six years of service to our
community,” said Mayor Brad
Avery late last month. “We are
certainly going to miss her ...
since 2015, Carol has managed a

Assistant city manager in
N.B. leaves for private
sector, no new hire yet set

See Assistant , page A2

BY LILLY NGUYEN

Local elected officials took a tour of the
oil-spill-affected Talbert Marsh in Hunt-
ington Beach on Wednesday, as the clean-
up continues.

Workers from Patriot Environmental
Services, based in Wilmington, used rakes
and large white bags to remove oil from
the area near the rocks by the shore. The
oil was then deposited in a dumpster at
the marsh, located south of Brookhurst
Street off Pacific Coast Highway.

“They’ve been doing a phenomenal job

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

CONTRACTORSwith Patriot Environmental Services continue with oil spill cleanup onWednesday at Talbert Marsh in Huntington Beach.

Local leaders survey oil spill
cleanup at Talbert Marsh

STATE SEN.
Dave Min speaks
during a press
conference on
Wednesday at
Talbert Marsh
in Huntington
Beach.

BYMATT SZABO

See Leaders , page A4

Laguna Beach has declared a local
emergency with respect to the offshore
oil spill that occurred over the weekend,
providing a path for emergency orders
to be implemented.

The Laguna Beach City Council voted
unanimously in favor of the associated
resolution Tuesday night, taking the
step two days after Gov. Gavin Newsom
declared a state of emergency in Orange
County regarding the incident.

Reports had 144,000 gallons of crude
oil spilling into the Pacific Ocean off the
county’s coastline, resulting in beach
closures as far south as Dana Point as of
Tuesday.

In passing the resolution, the council
bestowed upon City Manager Shohreh
Dupuis the power to issue and enforce
policy related to the containment,
cleanup and remediation of the oil spill,
as well as to create regulations that limit
public exposure to crude oil.

The city manager may also negotiate
and enter into contracts that do not ex-
ceed $500,000 for services related to the
oil spill, and Dupuis is authorized to
send letters on the city’s behalf in sup-
port of recovery efforts.

In a report to the council on Tuesday,
Marine Safety Chief Kevin Snow said
that the city first saw oil come ashore on
some of its beaches on Sunday. Oil had
been spotted using drones on Monday,

Coastal
cities set
official
responses
to oil spill
Laguna Beach, Newport
Beach, Huntington Beach
declare local states of
emergency, opening up
routes to disaster response.
BYANDREWTURNER,
LILLY NGUYEN

See Spill, page A4
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10/7 JOURNEYMAN (Eric Clapton Tribute)
10/8 JD SOUTHER
10/9 DESPERADO (Eagles Tribute)
10/10 GEOFF TATE
10/14 JOHN HIATT & JERRY DOUGLAS BAND
10/15 PATO BANTON / Ken Garcia
10/16 TAPE FACE
10/17 ROBERT EARL KEEN
10/22 THE PETTY BREAKERS (Tom Petty Tribute)
10/23 OINGO BOINGO FORMER MEMBERS
10/28 LEROY AND THE BAD BROWNS
10/30 WHO’S ZEPPELIN

(Led Zeppelin & The Who Tribute)
11/3 THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY
11/5 RONSTADT REVIVAL
11/6 FASTBALL
11/10 MARTHA WAINWRIGHT
11/11 JD SIMO / GA-20
11/12 FIVE FOR FIGHTING w/String Quartet
11/13 SUPER DIAMOND (Neil Diamond Tribute)
11/14 ULTRAVOX’S MIDGE URE
11/19 YACHTLEY CREW
11/20 WHICH ONE’S PINK? (Pink Floyd Tribute)
11/21 COCO MONTOYA
11/26 LA GUNS
11/27 METALACHI
11/30 MAT and SAVANNA SHAW “THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS TOUR”
12/2 THE PLATTERS
12/3 LOS LOBOS
12/4 DSB (Journey Tribute)
12/8 MARC BROUSSARD
12/9 LEONID & FRIENDS (Chicago Tribute)
12/10 JOHN MAYALL / WALTER TROUT
12/12 ROBERT CRAY
12/15 GIN BLOSSOMS
12/17 AMBROSIA
12/18 BERLIN
12/19 GARY “HO HO” HOEY
12/23 DAVID BENOIT Charlie Brown Christmas
12/26 BUCKCHERRY / Jetboy

12/30 FISHBONE
12/31 DONAVON FRANKENREITER
1/1 DONAVON FRANKENREITER
1/7 QUEEN NATION (Queen Tribute)
1/8 QUEEN NATION (Queen Tribute)
1/9 QUEEN NATION (Queen Tribute)
1/13 GINGER BILLY
1/15 THE BLASTERS
1/19 ANDY McKEE / YASMIN WILLIAMS
1/21 BEATLES VS STONES – A Musical Showdown
1/22 JOAN OSBORNE / THE WEEPIES
2/3 THE GILMOUR PROJECT
2/5 DRAMARAMA
2/6 An Evening with DAMIEN ESCOBAR
2/12 OTTMAR LIEBERT & LUNA NEGRA
2/13 THE KINGSTON TRIO
2/17 THE HIGH KINGS
2/18 SKELETON CREW
2/19 PIANO MEN (Billy Joel / Elton John Tribute)
2/25 SUPER DIAMOND (Neil Diamond Tribute)
2/26 WILD CHILD (Doors Tribute)
3/4 ABBAFAB (ABBA Tribute)
3/9 BUDDY GUY
3/10 KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD
3/11 HERMAN’S HERMITS
3/12 HERMAN’S HERMITS
3/13 GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA
3/18 THE MOTELS
3/19 AL JARDINE of THE BEACH BOYS
3/21 TINSLEY ELLIS
4/2 Y&T
4/9 DAVID BRIGHTON’S SPACE ODDITY

(David Bowie Tribute)
4/16 MARC COHN
4/17 MARC COHN
4/29 SAVOY BROWN
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ACROSS
1 Bedspring
5 Q-tip, e.g.
9 Shine
13 All __ up; in a
row
15 Metric weight
16 "Penny __";
Beatles song
17 Change slightly
18 GEICO's
business
20 Greek letter
21 Hothead's
problem
23 __ off; dozed
24 Gets a new
address
26 As clear as __
27 __ cats and
dogs; poured
29 European
capital city
32 Not as youthful
33 Zooms skyward
35 Trucker's spot
37 Farrow &
Hamm
38 Burn the
midnight oil
39 Cheese to
serve with fruit
40 Poodle or
Persian
41 Task
42 Bit of garlic
43 George, to
Rosemary
Clooney
45 Fitting
46 Man's
nickname
47 Tree branch
48 Elbow grease
51 Grown-__; big

people
52 Unusual
55 Made noise
washing dishes
58 Part of the leg
60 Sandwich
choice
61 Teacher's
advice
62 Icy sidewalk
mishaps
63 Crew members
64 Full of pep
65 Word attached
to whip or eye

DOWN
1 Applaud
2 Lubricates
3 Daunt; cow
4 Gen. Robert E. __
5 "Blue __"; Irving
Berlin song
6 Victory

7 Capone & others
8 Border
9 Soul singer
Knight
10 "o'er the __ of
the free"
11 A single time
12 Dandelion or
crabgrass
14 Motorist
19 Lion cries
22 Primary color
25 Individuals
27 Prance about
28 Unfamiliar;
strange
29 Cross a shallow
creek
30 Fear of heights
31 Forfeit
voluntarily
33 Store away
34 "__ Father, Who
art in"

36 Lager
38 Refuges
39 Online journal
41 Hospital
clipboard
42 Pie bottoms
44 Snapshots
45 Burst
47 Chum
48 Resound
49 Word with
collar or market
50 Actor Jamie
53 Guacamole &
salsa
54 Punctuation
mark
56 Elected official:
abbr.
57 Mr. Potato
Head piece
59 Not well

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword, see page A4.

variety of high-profile pro-
grams here at the city —
projects and issues, work-
ing closely with all city de-
partments.”

Avery credited Jacobs
with having established
and managed the city’s re-
sponse to homelessness
with the homelessness task
force, for working on the
city’s partnership with
Costa Mesa on a bridge
shelter that opened earlier
this year and for working
on future plans to build
permanent supportive
housing in Newport Beach.

Additionally, she worked
with the City Council to es-

tablish the city’s harbor de-
partment, which first came
into conception in 2018,
and was “instrumental” in
the acquisition in the devel-
opment of the Newport
Beach Animal Shelter
among other responsibili-
ties and efforts in depart-
ments citywide, according
to Avery.

Prior to her time in New-
port Beach, Jacobs was city
manager in Stanton and
Eastvale and also once
served as an interim city
manager in Grand Terrace.
Jacobs was also part of the
city of Costa Mesa’s staff.

“I have come to love the
community and all of the
exceptional employees who
work here. This community
is blessed with natural

beauty, amazing amenities
and a wonderful environ-
ment for everyone to enjoy
the highest quality of life,”
Jacobs said in an email,
adding she was thankful to
City Manager Grace Leung,
former City Manager Dave
Kiff and the management
team.

“I have enjoyed our time
together and wish you only
the best as you continue to
make the city of Newport
the best it can be,” said
Jacobs.

Pope said there is no
timeline for how or when
the new assistant city man-
ager will be hired.

Continued from page A1
ASSISTANT

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

by offering respect, dignity
and care to each family
member.

“It is my hope that the in-
spiration of Saint Francis
will help us to keep ever
alive a sense of ‘fraternity’
with all those good and
beautiful things which
Almighty God has created,”
he said in his declaration.
“And may he remind us of
our serious obligation to re-
spect and watch over them
with care, in light of that
greater and higher frater-
nity that exists within the
human family.”

Among the annual local
services of the Blessing of
the Animals, a custom that
originated in the 13th cen-
tury, is Holy Spirit Catholic
Church in Fountain Valley,
which took on the custom
in 2006 and usually sees
from 25 to 30 animals
brought to the service.

“We mainly have dogs,
but there have been cats,
parrots, birds, iguana,
snake, chinchilla and even

a fish in a bowl,” said Pat
Erskine, business manager
for the church.

Father Michael Hanifin of
St. Joachim in Costa Mesa
has been blessing animals
for seven years in the out-
door playground on the
church campus.

“We usually have 60 to 70
dogs, cats, lizards, birds,
parrots and doves [brought
in for blessing],” said Fr.
Hanifin. “We get a lot of
children bringing pets, lots
of enthusiasm and excite-
ment, a wee bit of chaos —

all part of the ritual of inter-
acting with other animals
they may be unfriendlier
with.”

St. James Episcopal
Church in Newport Beach
rolled out the “green” car-
pet this year for the animal
guests. About 185 people
and 92 pets showed up for
the blessing, including
some in wheelchairs and
strollers and some up for
pet adoption.

“This year we have a uni-
corn pony, emu, some
goats and a pig celebrating
with us all the way from
Hemet,” said Rev. Canon
Cindy Evans Voorhees. “We
have a synthetic green grass
runway running down the
center aisle inside the
church to make our four-
legged, furry, hopping,
slithery, swimming — yes, I
have even blessed goldfish
— feel welcome and extra
special.”

A special after-church
event at St. James included
popcorn, face painting and
a balloon artist.

SUSAN HOFFMAN is a
contributor to Times
Community News.

Photos by Susan Hoffman
FR. MICHAEL HANIFIN, left and Fr. Miguel Angel Carabez of St. Joachiim Catholic Church
in Costa Mesa celebrate the Blessing of the Animals Sunday afternoon.

Continued from page A1
BLESSING

REV. CANON Cindy Evans
Voorhees, St. James
Episcopal Church Newport
Beach, blesses a “unicorn”
during the annual event.
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NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

CHARLES ARTHUR QUILLEN
CASE NO. 30-2021-01223312-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the Non-Domicillary WILL or estate, or both of
CHARLES ARTHUR QUILLEN.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by
JEFFREY ALLEN QUILLEN in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that
JEFFREY ALLEN QUILLEN be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's Non-
Domicillary WILL and codicils, if any, be admitted to
probate. The Non-Domicillary WILL and any codicils
are available for examination in the file kept by the
court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 11/24/21 at 10:30AM in Dept. C08 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701
Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using the court's designated video
platform; (2) Go to the Court's website at
http://www.occourts.org/media-relations/probate-
mental-health.html to appear for probate hearings and
for remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing, call 657-
622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
PHILIP BARBARO, JR. - SBN 96317
BARBARO, CHINEN, PITZER & DUKE, LLP
301 EAST COLORADO BLVD., #700
PASADENA CA 91101
10/7, 10/8, 10/14/21
CNS-3516942#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT

ADVERTISEMENT OF PUBLIC SALE
In accordance with the California Self-Service Storage
Facility Act, Alton Self Storage LP, 2215 Alton
Parkway, Irvine, California 92606, will sell by
competitive bid on October 14th, 2021. Property to be
sold as follows: Miscellaneous household goods,
personal items, furniture, clothing, and/or business
items/fixtures belonging to the following.
TENANT NAME SPACE NUMBER
Tam Dang 3086
Kristina Thompson 2173
Brandon Solomon 1231
Madeline Miller 2437
Katherine Demarco 2444
Gerardo Ramirez Jr. 3151
Mark Alexander 3601
Christopher Salley 1126
Purchase must be paid for at time of purchase in cash
only. All purchased items sold as is where is and must
be removed at time of sale. Sale is subject to
cancellation in the event of a settlement between owner
and obligated party. Dated this September 30th, 2021
and October 7th, 2021., Auction Listed on
storagetreasures.com. Final bid at 12:00 noon.
9/30, 10/7/21
CNS-3515613#
DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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of cleaning up the Talbert
Marsh so far,” said John
Villa, executive director of
the nonprofit Huntington
Beach Wetlands Conser-

vancy. “They have still
some more to do on Talbert
Marsh, then eventually
they’ll be working on
Brookhurst Marsh and
Magnolia Marsh.”

Villa said 127 acres in to-
tal have been affected, but
the water quality has seen a

steady improvement over
the last two days.

Villa led a tour Wednes-

day for elected officials in-
cluding state Senators Dave
Min and Tom Umberg, As-
semblywoman Cottie
Petrie-Norris, Orange
County Supervisor Katrina
Foley and Huntington
Beach Mayor Kim Carr.

Foley said volunteers are
being sought for the clean-
up effort. Registration is re-
quired at apps.wild-
life.ca.gov/OSPRVolunteer-
Form, and she said volun-
teers would need to
undergo a four-hour train-
ing session via Zoom.

“We’re hoping that thou-
sands of people sign up
and register in advance,”
Foley said. “The faster we
clean this up, the faster we
can all get back to going to
the beach. Our businesses
can get open, our harbors
open, and we can reduce
the damage that this has
caused.”

Meanwhile, Carr an-
nounced that the city of
Huntington Beach has
launched a webpage, hunt-
ingtonbeachca.gov/oilspill-
response, for updates on

the spill.
She said city staff is con-

ducting twice-daily fly-
overs, utilizing Huntington
Beach Police Department
helicopters. Surf City
beaches remain partially
open, with the area from
the lifeguard towers to the
water closed.

“We are still seeing sig-
nificant quantities of oil off
the coast of Huntington
Beach,” Carr said.

The inlet from the ocean
to the Talbert Marsh was
covered by a sand berm by
Sunday at 1:30 p.m., Villa
said, to stop any new con-
tamination from coming
in. Yellow booms for con-
tainment and white booms
for oil absorption are also
set up.

Villa said the Wetlands
Conservancy did a drill
about nine months ago,
conducted with the Califor-
nia Department of Fish and
Wildlife’s Office of Spill Pre-
vention and Response,
which helped with a quick
response time over the
weekend.

“It could have been a lot
worse for us, as we saw in
1990 with the American
Trader spill, but we were
able to close off and control
things a lot faster this time
around,” Villa said, refer-
encing the spill 31 years ago
off the coast of Huntington
Beach that emptied nearly
417,000 gallons of crude oil
along the Orange County
coast and killed fish and
about 3,400 birds.

Up to 144,000 gallons
were spilled in this month’s
incident.

Min, whose 37th District
includes Newport Beach,
Laguna Beach and part of
Huntington Beach, said he
plans to introduce legisla-
tion in January that would
end all drilling — not just
new drilling — on state wa-
ters up and down the
coastline.

“All of the spills we’ve
had recently have come
from leases that go back 40
or 50 years,” Min said.
“These are not new leases,
and we need to end that
problem. Our coastline is
too beautiful, too valuable
and too precious — and
too important to our econ-
omy, frankly — for us to
keep running this risk of
causing oil spills, which is
endemic to oil exploration
and drilling offshore.”

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

A CONTRACTORwith Patriot Environmental Services walks past an oil boom covered in oil that was removed from
Talbert Marsh in Huntington Beach. Local elected officials took a tour of the area on Wednesday.

JOHN VILLA, right, the Huntington Beach Wetlands
Conservancy executive director, speaks during a press
conference on Wednesday at Talbert Marsh.

Continued from page A1
LEADERS

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

too, but Snow said no addi-
tional oil had been seen in
Laguna Beach on Tuesday.

“Knowing that we have
that volume of oil off our
coast, the potential for it to
come ashore still exists, es-
pecially since we’re going to
have a change of weather
with our normal prevailing
northwest winds, where the
wind is blowing toward the
shore,” Snow said. “Some of
that storm activity turned
out to be beneficial because
of the wind direction, at
least beneficial to Laguna.”

Snow also indicated that
three large cleanup vessels
had been operating be-
tween Dana Point and
Newport Harbor to focus
on containment and recov-
ery of the oil.

“Even though we’ve been
minimally impacted [at our
beaches], there’s still a lot of
oil out there,” Mayor Bob
Whalen said. “That’s why
we just have to take this
thing day to day.”

City officials stated that
now is not the time for vol-
unteers to help with the
cleanup effort, but Dupuis
said that several opportuni-

ties would become avail-
able eventually to provide
future assistance, including
through the Pacific Marine
Mammal Center, the
Surfrider Foundation and
California Volunteers.

The impact on the tourist
industry was a concern for
members of the council.
Ashley Johnson, the presi-
dent and CEO of Visit La-

guna Beach, addressed the
matter, saying that there
had been an “influx of can-
cellations” for the hotel in-
dustry as the public be-
came increasingly aware of
beach closures due to the
oil spill.

“I just wanted to let you
know that our organization
is tracking lost tourism rev-
enues as best as possible

due to hotel cancellations
related to lack of beach ac-
cess,” Johnson said. “I have
been in constant contact
with our hotel partners,
and they are tracking those
cancellations from Sunday
morning on as they’re re-
lated to the spill, and we’ll
update you later this week.”

Some members of the
public called for an end to

offshore oil drilling, includ-
ing Judie Mancuso, who
identified herself as the
founder of the political
nonprofit Social Compas-
sion in Legislation.

“The residents of Laguna
Beach and all our coastal
towns, our animals, our
ocean, our beaches, and
our local economy are vic-
tims of corporate negli-
gence and greed, ushered
in by those politicians who
are beholden to big oil and
have weakened environ-
mental regulations,” Man-
cuso said in remarks at
Tuesday’s meeting.

Huntington Beach and
Newport Beach have also
declared local emergencies
related to the oil spill.

Newport Beach declared
a local emergency Wednes-
day in response to the oil
spill that’s affected much of
Orange County’s coastline.
The declaration was signed
off on by City Manager
Grace Leung, but city offi-
cials will ratify it at the city’s
next council meeting on
Oct. 12.

Mayor Brad Avery said in
a call that the emergency
declaration allows the city
to get more resources to
help mitigate the financial
impacts of the oil spill for

the city and provide aid to
private business owners
throughout Newport
Beach. It also cuts through
some of the legislative red
tape.

Avery said the oil slick
appears to have mostly
moved south of the city’s
beaches, but their soft clo-
sure will remain to keep
people out of the water and
away from the high tide
line.

“There’s still oil out there,
bits and pieces that will go
on for a while. I think we’re
getting toward a steady
state. Oil is still emerging
but not huge amounts,”
said Avery.

The city is currently
working with the U.S. Coast
Guard and the Orange
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment to see if there’s any
way to reopen the harbor,
which temporarily closed
earlier this week, for mar-
itime businesses to contin-
ue operating.

“Our first priority is to
protect the environment,
but we don’t want the har-
bor to be closed any longer
than it has to be,” said
Avery.
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A BEACH CLOSURE SIGN at Rockpile Beach was in place Tuesday due to the recent oil
spill off Huntington Beach that spread to Laguna Beach.
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