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The polls are closed and votes
are being tallied in the recall elec-
tion of California Gov. Gavin
Newsom.

Early data from the Orange
County Registrar of Voters office
Tuesday night revealed that
57.95% of county voters chose
not to recall Newsom. About
42.05% were in favor of his recall
with Larry Elder, a conservative
talk show host, currently leading
the polls among 46 candidates
running to replace Newsom.

The race has largely been
framed as a contest between
Newsom and Elder.

About 42% of the county’s reg-
istered voters had been counted
as of press time at 9 p.m.

This is the first gubernatorial
recall election in California since
2003, when then-Gov. Gray Davis
was replaced by Arnold Schwarz-
enegger.

Only 20 other states in the U.S.
allow for a gubernatorial recall. In
all but Virginia, where a recall is
decided by the courts, a success-
ful recall election is decided by
voters.

Recall supporters pointed to
high taxes, homelessness and
Newsom’s stance on immigration
and the death penalty as reasons
behind the recall effort, but it
would be difficult to dismiss con-
troversies surrounding the gover-
nor’s handling of the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, the vaccine
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VOTERS LINE up outside to cast their ballots on whether to recall California Gov. Gavin Newsom at Huntington Beach Central Library.

Early results in for O.C. show
‘no’ trend in California recall

VOTERS CAST their ballots on whether to recall California Gov. Gavin
Newsom at Huntington Beach Central Library on Tuesday.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Recall, page A3

A woman killed when a motor-
cycle and another vehicle collided
on Pacific Coast Highway in
Huntington Beach over the week-
end was a resident of that city, au-
thorities said Monday.

Meghan Wautlet was 22 years
old, according to the Orange
County coroner’s office.

The crash occurred at 8:17 p.m.
Saturday on PCH between Warner
Avenue and the entrance to Bolsa
Chica State Beach, Huntington
Beach police Lt. Thoby Archer
told City News Service. The high-
way was closed in both directions
near the scene of the accident
while police conducted their in-
vestigation.

Wautlet was pronounced dead
at the scene, he said.

Preliminary investigation
shows Wautlet was a passenger
on a 2019 Harley Davidson Street
Bob driven by 21-year-old Hunt-
ington Beach resident John Mur-
ray III when it collided with a 2015
Mazda CX-5, according to a news
release issued Monday by the
Huntington Beach Police Depart-
ment.

Murray, who sustained “signifi-
cant injuries” in the accident, was
transported to a hospital where
he remained Monday, according
to the release.

Investigators believe the motor-
cycle was traveling southbound
on PCH “at a high rate of speed,”
police officials said, and struck
the Mazda as it was completing a
legal U-turn from the northbound
side of PCH to the southbound
lanes.

The Mazda’s driver, a 41-year-
old woman from Beaumont,
stayed at the scene of the accident
and cooperated with the police.

Neither drugs nor alcohol ap-
peared to be factors in the crash,
according to police.

Members of the public who
may have information about the
accident are asked to call HBPD
Traffic Investigator D. Demetre at
(714) 536-5670, or Investigator V.
Rattanchandani at (714) 536-5231.

Coroner
identifies
woman
killed in
crash
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE
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It’s been nearly 15 years since
Jim Spears noticed something
during a watercolor class.

Spears, a Fountain Valley resi-
dent, had recently retired from
the Los Angeles Department of
Water and Power. But he was now
having trouble keeping his paint-
brush straight.

The essential tremor in his
right hand continued to worsen,
making it difficult for Spears to
enjoy his retired life.

“They were so bad that I had to
eat with my left hand,” Spears,
who turns 80 on Sept. 22, said of
the tremors. “I couldn’t keep food
on the fork with my right hand. I
couldn’t hold a cup of coffee
without spilling it. You’ve got to
think about hygiene. You’ve got to
think about all of the aspects of
life, and what it’s like to endure a
hand that can’t be controlled.”

Earlier this year, though, Spears
found hope. His wife Berta saw a
new procedure for tremors being

Patients
see benefits
from new
tremor
treatment
Medical center in F.V.
offers a new incisionless
brain procedure that
can often eliminate
a patient’s tremor.
BYMATT SZABO

See Tremor, page A4

Even as a bill banning gun
shows at the Orange County fair-
grounds remains one gubernato-
rial signature away from becom-
ing law, operators of the state-
owned Costa Mesa property are
considering how to stop it and the
revenue loss it would cause.

However, their options could be
limited, as suggestions seeking in-
tersession from Gov. Gavin New-
som and a move to preemptively
approve gun shows in 2022 were
shot down in a special meeting
Monday.

OC Fair & Event Center Board
of Directors sought to pen a letter
urging Gov. Gavin Newsom to
veto Senate Bill 264, authored by
Sen. Dave Min (D-Irvine) and set
to take effect Jan. 1, 2022.

“This prohibition unfairly and
exclusively impacts [OCFEC],” the
letter read. “Sen. Dave Min never
consulted with the board … to de-
termine if other non-legislative
options existed to address his
concerns. We request you veto
this bill so [the senator] and the
board of directors may discuss so-
lutions.”

Ending gun shows, the letter
continued, could result in a loss

OCFEC
board
takes aim
at gun
show ban
Members considered
preapproving contract
for gun sales at O.C.
fairgrounds, but state
Sen.Min issuedwarning.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Ban , page A4

John Emme, who coached
the Corona del Mar High
School baseball team for 21
years and remained a teacher at
the school, died Monday morn-
ing after a biking accident.

Emme was 57 years old.
Mark Hatfield, a senior first

baseman on Emme’s 1999 CIF
Southern Section Division IV ti-
tle team who remained a good
friend of Emme’s, said that he
was involved in a biking acci-
dent in Newport Beach on Sept.
4 and had been in a coma since
being taken to Orange County
Global Medical Center in Santa
Ana.

“The specifics are kind of
blurry,” Hatfield said. “People
don’t really know if he got hit by

a car or he fell.”
Emme, known for his sar-

casm but also his kindness, led
the Sea Kings to two CIF titles.
They also won the Division IV
title in 2004, as well as six
league titles before he resigned
after the 2018 season. He
earned 335 wins in his time in
charge and taught psychology
and human sexuality at CdM.

Emme, unable to stay away
from the sport, returned to
CdM baseball as an assistant
coach this past spring. Current
head coach Kevin McCaffrey,
who came over from University
High as Emme’s assistant in
2018 before taking over as head
coach, was happy to bring him
back.

“He just lived for CdM base-
ball,” McCaffrey said. “He had a

passion for being out on the
field and being with the boys.
Obviously, it’s difficult right
now, having to break it to our
team and the boys on the foot-
ball team was pretty tough. He
loved CdM.”

Former players also took the
news hard. JT Schwartz, a sen-
ior on Emme’s final team in
2018, was a standout first base-
man for UCLA before being
drafted in the fourth round of
the Major League Baseball
Draft this summer by the New
York Mets. He said he talked to
Emme after he was drafted in
July.

“He always reached out and
cared a lot about how I was do-
ing,” Schwartz said. “That’s one

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

LONGTIME CDM baseball coach John Emme died Monday at age 57, 10 days after a biking accident.

Former CdM baseball coach
Emme dies after biking accident
BYMATT SZABO

See Emme, page A2
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Dana Harold Smith
March 1, 1941 - September 12, 2021

Dana Harold Smith, dapper dresser, accomplished real
estate mogul, and lover of trains, travel, and peanut butter,
passed away on September 12, 2021.

Dana was born in Santa Monica on March 1, 1941, to native
Nebraskans Harold and Lois Smith, who moved to Southern
California five years earlier to start their family.They welcomed
their second son, Dexter, in June 1945.

Dana attended University High School in Santa Monica,
where he was President of the high school club, The Barons,
started by the iconic vocal group of the 1960s, Jan and Dean.
Jan and Dean were hugely influential in stoking the musical
flames of Dana and his brother Dexter.

In 1961, Imperial Records signed Dana and Dexter to a
record deal. Their singles “Static” and “Here Comes My Baby”
concurrently climbed the Top 10 Billboard music charts in
Vancouver, Canada. It also spent some time on the top of
the charts in Australia. But, just as fast as Dana and Dexter
climbed the charts, they dropped back down into musical
obscurity, never to sing together publicly again.

He made the shift from Baron to Bruin by attending UCLA
in neighboring Westwood. There, he received a Bachelor of
Science and an MBA.Additionally, and even more significant,
Dana shifted from single to married when he wed Priscilla
Diane Press, also of Uni High, in the summer of 1963. Dana
and Diane soon moved south to Orange County, California,
where they welcomed four kids over the next five years.

Dana’s first career spanned over twenty years as a
Residential Developer in Newport Beach. He developed over
$100,000,000 in real estate there – even naming the streets
of a housing tract in Costa Mesa after himself and his four
children.

In 1995, his second career as a Mortgage Broker began.
He quickly became one of the nation’s largest sub-prime
mortgage companies. He held licenses in 47 states, with
volume exceeding 5 billion. Dana rode that wave of success
until the subprime housing crisis hit in 2008. The fallout of
that crisis wasn’t pretty, but Dana never let life’s challenges
dull his shine.

Dana is survived by his brother Dexter and his wife Sally of
Seattle, Washington, son, Dennis Smith and his wife Maritza,
and their two children, Gavin and Alaina, of Hollywood Hills,
California, daughter Danielle Smith of Santa Ana, California,
daughter Debbie Smith of Austin, Texas, daughter DeeDee
West and her husband Rod of Long Beach, California. The
“Damn D’s” would like to personally thank Dana’s life-long
best friend, Jim Griset, of Newport Beach, California, for
being the most steadfast and devoted friend a human being
could ever have.

We will miss Dana deeply, but we will remember him every
time we ride a train, wear bright colors, or eat a spoonful of
peanut butter. There will be a Celebration of Life at a later
date.
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of the things I remember
the most about him, how
he would always tell myself
and others how proud he
was of us, not just as base-
ball players but as people.”

Chazz Martinez, another
2018 senior of Emme’s and
four-year varsity player,
was drafted by the Pitts-
burgh Pirates in the 12th
round this summer after
playing for Orange Coast
College.

“It was interesting to
have him as a coach and as
a sex-ed teacher,” Martinez
said with a laugh. “We had

a good time, definitely. He
was just always trying to
have a good time, with the
class and with baseball.”

Evan Chalmers coached
against Emme plenty dur-
ing his two stints as New-
port Harbor High head
baseball coach, the second
stint ending this year. But
after he was fired in 2009,
Emme brought him over to
the other side of the bay as
an assistant coach at CdM
for four years.

Chalmers said he also re-
members having lunch
with Emme just after he
was originally hired at
Newport Harbor, too, in
2006.

“He says, ‘I know we’re ri-

vals and you don’t know me
that well, but we’re in this
together,’” Chalmers said.
“I go, ‘What do you mean?’
And he said this was about
Newport-Mesa Unified
more than it was about us
being enemies. It’s about us
making sure that we bring
good baseball to this area.
And I’ve never forgot that.”

Chalmers said Emme
was the youngest child of a
large family. He was mar-
ried twice, and his second
ex-wife, Autumn, also is a
teacher at CdM. He had no
children.

“Today was tough,”
Chalmers said Monday
night. “Really, really tough.
Our community lost some-

one so amazing. He had his
whole retirement ahead of
him ... He and I had an
amazing relationship, and I
don’t know how I’m going
to replace it.”

Hatfield said Emme
would always ask about his
son, Cameron, now a sev-
enth-grader, and watch
him play youth baseball in
the area.

“There’s a lot of really sad
people,” Hatfield said. “He
did a lot of good things for
not only his former players
but his students. He was a
coach, but he was a teacher
first.”

Continued from page A1
EMME

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
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Orange County’s weekly
averages for COVID-19 case
counts and positivity rates
continue trending down,
according to state figures
released Tuesday.

The weekly averages
showed that the case rate
per 100,000 residents
dropped from 16 to 15.3,
while the testing positivity
rate fell from 5.4% to 4.7%.

The county’s Health Eq-
uity Quartile positivity rate,
which measures progress in
the county’s low-income
communities, dropped
from 5.8% to 5.1%.

Orange County’s
COVID-19 hospitalizations
dropped from 406 on Mon-
day to 372 Tuesday, with
the number of intensive
care unit patients declining
from 119 to 105, according
to the Orange County
Health Care Agency. The
last time hospitalizations
were below 400 patients
was Aug. 4.

The county had 23.3% of
its ICU beds available and
65% of its ventilators.

“Hospitalizations are
down so that’s nice to see,”
Orange County CEO Frank
Kim said Monday. “What
you worry about is the state
has indicated that 15% to
20% of cases could still re-

sult in hospitalizations, and
we’re still recording 1,500
infections over a three-day
period, so 200 to 300 might
end up in a hospital in the
coming weeks. We hope
that number continues to
drop as more people are
vaccinated because we hear
that in general vaccinated
individuals experience
more mild symptoms
[when there is a break-
through infection].”

The county logged seven
more COVID-19 related

deaths Tuesday, raising the
cumulative total to 5,316.
Six of the fatalities occurred
in August, raising that
month’s death toll to 122.
One of the fatalities oc-
curred this month, raising
September’s death toll so
far to four.

The death toll for July
was 21, 17 in June, 23 in
May, 45 in April, 199 in
March, 615 in February,
1,578 in January — the
deadliest month of the pan-
demic — and 975 in De-

cember, the next deadliest.
The OCHCA also re-

ported 391 new infections,
raising the cumulative total
to 291,772 since the pan-
demic began.

On Friday, the county re-
ported that a child under
age 5 died due to complica-
tions from the virus, O.C.’s
second juvenile fatality as-
sociated with COVID-19.
Officials did not disclose
the age or gender of the
child but said there were
underlying health condi-

tions.
The county’s other ju-

venile COVID-19 fatality oc-
curred last August. The vic-
tim was a teenage girl with
significant underlying med-
ical conditions.

Dr. Clayton Chau, the
county’s chief health officer
and director of the OCHCA,
told the Orange County
Board of Supervisors on
Tuesday that there were
eight children hospitalized
with COVID-19 at Children’s
Hospital of Orange County,
with three in intensive care.

Board Chairman Andrew
Do, who is fully vaccinated
but has tested positive for
COVID-19, skipped Tues-
day’s board meeting to
quarantine and recuperate
at home from his break-
through infection.

About 96% of the
COVID-19 victims who died
in August were unvacci-
nated, Dr. Regina Chinsio-
Kwong told reporters Fri-
day.

The small fraction who
were vaccinated had seri-
ous underlying medical
conditions, Chinsio-Kwong
said.

The county had 2,043,693
fully vaccinated residents
out of its 3.2 million popu-
lation, according to data re-
leased Thursday.

That number includes

1,908,595 who have re-
ceived the two-dose re-
gimen of vaccines from
Pfizer or Moderna and
135,098 who have received
the one-dose Johnson &
Johnson vaccine. There are
288,020 residents who have
received one dose of Pfizer
or Moderna vaccines.

The county’s vaccination
rate has picked up some of
late, officials say. According
to the OCHCA, the largest
distributor of inoculations
is the agency at 27.40%.
CVS has dispensed the sec-
ond most in Orange County
at 18%. Walgreens has
doled out 5.9% of the shots,
just ahead of Kaiser Perma-
nente at 5.7% and UC
Irvine Health at 2.8%.

Walmart has inoculated
1.8% of Orange County resi-
dents, Safeway, Vons and
Pavilions have doled out
1.10% of shots and the Fam-
ilies Together of Orange
County has dispensed 1.1%
of shots. All other health-
care providers were under
1%.

The county’s case rate for
fully vaccinated residents as
of Sept. 4, the latest figures
available, was 4.4 per
100,000, but 26 per 100,000
for the unvaccinated.

O.C.’s weekly coronavirus averages trend down

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

PEOPLE ENJOY A DAY at the boardwalk on a warm sunny day near the Huntington Beach
Pier in Huntington Beach on Friday, Oct. 16, 2020.
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Amilitary vehicle paraded north
along the Balboa Peninsula on
Sunday carrying Orange

County Supervisor Katrina Foley and
10 Olympic athletes from her district,
which includes Costa Mesa, Hunt-
ington Beach, Newport Beach and
some of Fountain Valley.

The parade, which began at 9 a.m.
at the Balboa Pier and was hosted by
Foley, was created to honor and
celebrate the local athletes repre-
senting several Olympic sports, in-
cluding women’s water polo, men’s
water polo, women’s beach volley-
ball, men’s surfing, archery, sailing
and gymnastics.

Athletes who participated in Sun-
day’s event and waved to the assem-
bled crowd were Olympians April
Ross, Charlie Buckingham, Jack
Williams, Luca Cupido, Jesse Smith,
Kaleigh Gilchrist, Paige Hauschild,
Maddie Musselman, Melissa Seide-
mann and Alys Williams.

Members of the community lined
Balboa Boulevard, cheering, waving
American flags and snapping photos
of the local Olympians and the hand-
ful of local, state and federal digni-

taries who also participated.
The entourage arrived at the Veter-

ans Memorial Park on 15th Street and
Balboa Boulevard about 30 minutes
later for a reception that included an
honor guard, the Pledge of Alle-
giance, the national anthem and
presentations by U.S. Rep. Michelle
Steel, state Assemblywoman Cottie-

Petrie Norris and state Sen. Tom
Umberg. Costa Mesa Mayor John
Stephens presented a ceremonial key
to their shared city to athlete April
Ross.

The American Legion served hot
dogs and beverages to the 150 guests
attending the reception.

— Susan Hoffman

Photos by Susan Hoffman

AHOMETOWNOLYMPIAN PARADEwas held Sunday between the Balboa Pier and American Legion Post, hosted by
Orange County Supervisor Katrina Foley for athletes living in Orange County’s 2nd district.

10 Orange County Olympians
honored with a Sunday parade
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Legal Notices

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you’re
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has

what you need!
CLASSIFIED
(714) 966-4600

Commercial Property
Sports Bar Turnkey

Business for Sale/Lease -
Commercial Bldg.

Great location for any
type of business.

Right off busy Interstate
HWY 35 with easy access
Northbound & South-

bound.

10-15 min from San
Antonio.

Plenty of Parking space

Address. 17680 IH 35 S
Atascosa

Ph#210-904-9688

Commercial Property
for Lease

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE

Legal Notices

FIND
an

apartment
through
classified

Classified is
CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
classified has
what you need!
To advertise in
CLASSIFIED

go to
timescommunityadvertising.com

HEALTH CARE
Psychologist

Psychologist with
education and at least
2 years of experience

needed. Compassionate,
empathetic and under-
standing. Knowledge of
English, Armenian and
Russian are encouraged.

5012W Sunset Blvd
Unit 201 Los Angeles CA
90027 notoiroushealth-
careinc@yahoo.com
Asya Vostanikyan 424-

332-9536

Employment

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

Legal Notices

ACROSS
1 Afternoon socials
5 Scatter
10 Con game
14 Engrossed
15 Prefix for action
or plant
16 Book leaf
17 Catch a glimpse
of
18 Called to mind
20 Place for an iris
21 Unfair slant
22 Bamboo shoots
23 Religious
pamphlet
25 One of the
Seven Dwarfs
26 Man of the
cloth
28 Systematic
procedure
31 Leaks out
32 Cobbler fruit
34 Compete
36
End-of-the-work-
week cry
37 Candid
38 Declare false
39 Source of light
40 Couples
41 Threshold
42
Self-centeredness
44 Passes on, as a
message
45 Nixon or
Robertson
46 __-depressive;
bipolar
47 Fluttering tree
50 Cool one's
heels
51 Spanish uncle
54 Safari sighting
57 San José, Costa
__
58 Nursery rhyme
king
59 In the loop
60 Bowled __;
gobsmacked
61 __ on to; didn't
give away
62 Lukewarm
63 Marries

DOWN
1 Shade provider
2 Simple
3 Yummy-looking

4 Animal
enclosure
5 Like a
no-nonsense
teacher
6 "Trick or __!"
7 Los Angeles
team
8 90 degrees

from NNW
9 Playwright
Maugham's initials
10 Oration
11 Part of TLC
12 Getting on in
years
13 Pills & such
19 Thin soup

21 Bony fish
24 Coral ridge
25 Package of
cards
26 Cook's supply
27 Scoundrel
28 No-__-land; area
between armies
29 Hyper
30 Dark, dull &
dirty
32 Straitlaced
33 Word attached
to drums or drops
35 Needle holes
37 Hasty
38 Supermarket
section
40 Spinet, for one
41 Express pent-up
feelings
43 Unlocked
44 Brought up, as
kids
46 New Zealand
native
47 Part of the foot
48 Clog or loafer
49 Nuprin or
aspirin
50 Envelop
52 __ tea
53 Doesn't have
both __ in the
water
55 Tabby
56 Lamb bearer
57 Argument

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

election. But Democrats lost
two congressional districts
in the county to Republican
Reps. Young Kim and
Michelle Steel in 2020, sug-
gesting that the long-red
county has not become
blue but purple.

It’s uncertain where Or-
ange County may ultimately
lean on the recall in spite of
early returns. There are at
least 1.8 million active vot-
ers registered in the county,
but as with the 2020 elec-
tion, final numbers may not
come in until later this
month.

rollouts and stories about
unemployment fraud.
What’s more, proponents al-
lege that Newsom over-
stepped his jurisdiction and
powers as a governor.

Opponents of the recall
pushed back on such alle-
gations with Democrats de-
scribing the move as a
power grab by Republicans.

“It appears clear that Cali-
fornians will reject the
Trump-style politics of the
Republican Party. Here in
Orange County, Democrats
are working hard to get out
the vote,” said Democratic
Party of Orange County
spokeswoman Rachel Po-
tucek on Tuesday.

Potucek said the party
aims to continue growing its
voter registration lead — a
little over 64,000 now, ac-
cording to data from the
registrar’s office Tuesday.
The group gathered virtually
Tuesday night to watch the
election results, which Po-
tucek said was out of an
abundance of caution due
to the Delta variant of the
coronavirus.

“Democrats are coming
away from this recall with
more experience, many
more voter contacts, and
we’re fired up going into the
2022 midterms,” said Po-
tucek.

Elder and his supporters
held a “victory party” at the
Hilton in Costa Mesa on
Tuesday night. Republican
Party of Orange County
Chairman Fred Whitaker,
who said he attended the
party, expressed his person-
al support for Elder, who he
said had the best chance of
getting elected.

Whitaker said he was
pleased with the turnout of
Orange County Republi-
cans, describing the num-
ber of mail-in ballots re-
turned thus far by registered
party members as “neck
and neck” with Democrats.
Data show that as of Tues-
day night, Democrats have
returned 322,128 mail-in
ballots while Republicans
have returned 306,705.

“All the late votes are the
conservative votes,” said
Whitaker. “Folks who are
kind of on the right spec-
trum were not trusting the

mail and were going to vote
centers to vote in-person or
turn in their ballots in-per-
son. I’m actually very en-
couraged where the results
are today and I think if you
get a 60 to 65% Republican
turnout, the Democrat turn-
out — they’re not even go-
ing to come close to 50%.”

Historically, Orange
County was a longtime Re-
publican bastion in South-
ern California, described by
former President Ronald
Reagan as “where the good
Republicans go before they
die.” Residents voted for
President Joe Biden last year
and for then-candidate Hil-
lary Clinton in the 2016

Kevin Chang
Staff
Photographer

VOTERS
CAST their
ballots on
whether to
recall
California Gov.
Gavin
Newsom at
Huntington
Beach Central
Library on
Tuesday.

Continued from page A1
RECALL

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

GLORIA KALATZIS from Palos Verdes has her picture
taken at the victory party for Candidate Larry Elder at the
Hilton Orange County on Tuesday.
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

of up to $1 million annually
and harm businesses that
benefit from the roughly
70,000 visitors who come
each year to local gun
shows run by Crossroads of
the West, a Utah company
that’s operated at the O.C.
fairgrounds for 26 years.

The board also sought to
preapprove a 2022 contract
with Crossroads to avoid
the mandates of SB 264 and
buy time for the show’s
owners to find bookings
elsewhere.

Their plans, however, hit
a snag at Monday’s meet-
ing.

Some speculated urging
the governor to veto a bill
passed by the state Assem-
bly and Senate would es-
sentially amount to taking a
political stance — some-
thing the body, serving as
California’s 32nd District
Agricultural Assn. cannot
do.

“Sen. Dave Min was
elected by the people in this
district, and this was a fore-
front issue for him,” said
Director Ashleigh Aitken,
who opposed acting against
the bill. “The voters de-
cided to put him into office,
and this is one of the things
I think people resoundingly
supported him on.

“I’m just uncomfortable
sending this letter for those
reasons,” she continued.

Board member Barbara
Bagneris said she did not
like how SB 264 seemed to
target only one local district
but said she also would not

sign a letter urging its veto.
When it came to pre-

approving a 2022 contract
with Crossroads of the
West, Min said in a state-
ment read Monday by Dis-
trict Director Ash Alvandi
that it would essentially
create a “bad faith contract
intended to evade and
thwart the purpose of this
legislation.”

“If the board does engage
in such action, I will explore
all options to invalidate all
contracts that are approved
in this manner, including
through litigation or
through new legislation,”
Min’s statement continued.
“Members of the board
who voted for such a mea-
sure may [also] be held per-
sonally liable.”

Min introduced SB 264 in
January to ban gun and
ammunition on all state-
owned properties, includ-
ing county fairgrounds. The
bill was amended in August
by the Assembly Appropria-
tion Committee to apply
only to the 32nd State Agri-

cultural Assn., namely the
O.C. fairgrounds.

Banning such shows one
site at a time is not without
precedent. Assembly Bill
893, passed in 2019, ended
gun shows at San Diego’s
Del Mar fairgrounds, op-
erated by the 22nd District
Agricultural Assn. Another
bill sought to do the same
at the Cow Palace (District
1-A) in San Mateo County
but was withdrawn when
board members instituted a
local gun show ban.

OCFEC Chair Natalie
Rubalcava-Garcia said
Monday those situations
did not establish precedent,
as board members in both
districts voted for such
changes. By contrast, her
board was not given an op-
portunity to weigh in on the
matter before SB 264 was
introduced.

“The board had not been
addressed by Sen. Dave
Min, as to look to various
policies that we might be
able to put in place that
might make gun shows
safer, at least in his eyes,”
Rubalcava-Garcia said. “If
this isn’t good for the entire
state, how come it’s good
for the 32nd DAA?”

Board members ulti-
mately voted to redraft a
letter to Newsom, referring
only to the economic im-
pacts of the bill, and tabled
its approval — and discus-
sion of a 2022 Crossroads
contract — to Sept. 23.

Newsom has until Oct. 10
to veto SB 264. Otherwise, it
will take effect Jan. 1. 2022.
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GUN ENTHUSIASTS check
out sporting rifles in March
during a Crossroads of the
West Gun Show at the O.C.
fairgrounds in Costa Mesa.
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advertised. Spears went
through some tests and
had a couple of interviews
with Dr. Devin Binder,
medical director of the
Neuroscience Institute at
MemorialCare Orange
Coast Medical Center in
Fountain Valley.

Spears was given this
new procedure, called
MR-guided focused
ultrasound, on April 12.
Since then, the tremor has
disappeared from his right
hand.

An avid outdoorsman,
Spears, who also had back
surgery to ease paid
caused by sciatica, can get
back to hunting and fish-
ing.

The MR-guided focused
ultrasound uses sound en-
ergy to target and treat a
small spot in the thala-
mus, considered to be re-
sponsible for the tremor. It
is an outpatient procedure
and goes deep into the
brain without surgical in-
cision, implants or radi-
ation.

Orange Coast Medical
Center is the only hospital
in Orange County, and
one of two in Southern

California, to offer the
treatment.

Binder said in an email
that patients with es-
sential tremor or tremor-
predominant Parkinson’s
disease previously had
just two options: medi-
cation therapy or deep
brain stimulation (DBS).

“DBS is effective but is
an invasive surgical pro-
cedure with risks of bleed-
ing, infection and hard-
ware failure,” he said. “In
addition, DBS requires im-
plantation of a permanent
medical device with a bat-
tery (‘brain pacemaker’)
and as such needs to be
constantly followed by a
neurologist and neurosur-
geon for DBS program-
ming, battery replace-
ment, etc.”

As a neurosurgeon who
has treated patients with
tremors for more than a
decade using DBS, Binder
said he’s thrilled to have
this new option.

“First, it enables pa-
tients, particularly those
with one-sided severe
tremor, a great treatment
option to completely or
near-completely eliminate
their tremor,” he said.
“Second, we know so
much about the risks and
benefits of both DBS and

[the focused ultrasound]
that we can individualize
the treatment options in
each patient case.”

The procedure was
launched at Orange Coast
Medical Center last fall,
spokeswoman Elizabeth
Schmidt said. Since last
November, 35 procedures
have been performed.

Spears sees things as
back to normal. The next
time his son, Jim Jr., or-
ganizes a fishing trip, Jim
Sr. is in.

He’s also headed to Col-
orado for an 80th birthday
celebration at the home of
his daughter, Karin.
There’s just one rule.

“She tells me, ‘Make
sure you don’t bring your
bow or your rifle, Dad.’”
Jim Spears said. “I’m a
hunter, but I love wildlife.
I love to watch it as well.”

With the tremor gone in
his right hand and only a
very mild tremor remain-
ing in his left hand, plus
no more back pain, he is
ready to get back to living.

“I expected that it
would be better, but I
didn’t know how much
better,” he said. “I felt like
it was a miracle.”
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JAMES SPEARS, 79, is a patient who has undergone incisionless treatment for tremors
at Memorial Care Orange Coast Medical Center in Fountain Valley.
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