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Two more brown pelicans have
been reported as dead on Orange
County’s coast, prompting the
Animal Legal Defense Fund to
add to the reward for information
on the perpetrators by $20,000.

This also brings the total num-
ber of injured pelicans discovered
with broken wings between San
Clemente and Huntington Beach
to 34 since October.

The organization said that most
pelicans did not survive their in-
juries and those that did required
emergency surgery and long-term
care. At least 22 of the pelicans
died of their injuries, the Wet-
lands and Wildlife Care Center re-
ported last month.

The birds were classified as a
federally endangered species in
1970, but were removed from the

list in 2009.
“This infusion of funds added

to our initial reward reflects the
severity of harm to the pelicans
found mutilated in Orange
County and mounting pressure to
find answers,” Animal Legal De-
fense Fund executive director
Stephen Wells said in a statement.
“We are hopeful that the local
community will come forward
with information in order to pre-
vent further harm to these ani-
mals.”

The state is currently investigat-
ing the more than 100 miles of
coast between Orange and Ven-
tura counties, but Capt. Patrick
Foy of Fish and Wildlife’s law en-
forcement division said state offi-
cials are at their wit’s end with the
ongoing investigation.

Reward for informationon injuredpelicansclimbs to$25,500

Kevin
Chang

TWO
RESCUED
pelicans are
released at
Crystal
Cove State
Beach in
Newport
Beach in
June.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Pelicans, page A3

Fountain Valley police
are investigating the
death of a Long Beach
woman in the city earlier
this week as a homicide.

Officers responded to
a call reporting a traffic
collision in a residential
neighborhood near the
intersection of Slater Av-
enue and Tradewinds
Street on Monday at
6:11 p.m., authorities
said.

Upon their arrival, of-
ficers found Fountain
Valley Fire Department
personnel and residents
attempting to provide
medical aid to the driver
of a vehicle that had
come to a stop along the
curb on the south side of

Amberwood Circle and
adjacent to the west curb
of Tradewinds Street.

A gunshot wound to
the driver, a 26-year-old
woman, was discovered,
authorities said in a
news release. She was
pronounced dead at the
scene. Her name was
withheld, pending noti-
fication of her family
members.

Sgt. Donald Farmer, a
spokesman for the Foun-
tain Valley Police De-
partment, said there was
not a second vehicle in-
volved in the incident.

“We restricted access
at Slater and treated that
as the crime scene south
of there,” Farmer said.

Police investigating death of Long Beach
woman in Fountain Valley as a homicide

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

A VIEW from Tradewinds Street toward Amberwood Circle in Fountain Valley, which
is where a woman was found dead in her car from a gunshot wound on Monday.

BYANDREWTURNER

See Death, page A4
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As critical race theory — the ex-
amination of institutions through
a lens of racism and inequality —
becomes a nationwide political
flashpoint, ongoing efforts by
schools to promote inclusivity, in
part, by offering ethnic studies
courses have come under fire.

Now, county education officials
are attempting to separate fact
from fiction by hosting discus-
sions to update the public on
what is and isn’t being taught in
local classrooms.

In a virtual colloquium
Wednesday hosted by the Orange
County Department of Education,
scholars and educators shed light
on the origins of a recently ap-
proved statewide model curricu-
lum for teaching ethnic studies in
public schools.

The event preceded two similar
panel discussions on ethnic stud-
ies and critical race theory being
hosted by the Orange County
Board of Education, which sets
policies for OCDE, on Tuesday
and Aug. 24.

“With Liberty and Justice for
All” convened experts, university
researchers and superintendents
from four school districts, who
shared the potential values and
benefits of such coursework on
students of all backgrounds.

Supt. Al Mijares, who moder-
ated the discussion, explained the
county office received several re-
quests from local school district
officials for the department to
provide an overview of the state
model curriculum and clear up
misconceptions about critical
race theory being taught to stu-
dents.

“To be clear, ethnic studies is
not synonymous with critical race
theory,” he said. “But we also can-

Forum
tackles
ethnic
studies
issue
The Orange County
Board of Education
plans two similar
panel discussions on
Tuesday and Aug. 24.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Forum, page A3

A 12-year-old boy is acting un-
ruly, and his agitated mother is
trying to get him under control.

Traditionally the Huntington
Beach Police Department has re-
sponded to calls like these, even
though the situation does not
present an immediate threat of
danger. But a new option is com-
ing to Surf City starting Aug. 2.

Huntington Beach is partner-
ing with Be Well Orange County
to launch a new mobile crisis re-
sponse team, Be Well Hunting-
ton Beach, to manage such
situations.

A big blue Be Well van will be
driving around the city, carrying
an emergency medical techni-
cian and a clinically trained

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

JERRYTHOMAS, a trainingofficerwith theHuntingtonBeachPoliceDepartment, left, runs througha role-playingexercisewith JimmyMunduringa
training session for theBeWellHuntingtonBeachprogramonWednesday.Theprogramis amobile crisis response teamthatwill startAug. 2.

BeWell Huntington Beach
set to launch next month
The mobile crisis response team will respond
to mental health and personal assistance calls.

“When somebody calls dispatch,
dispatch assesses the call and employs
the appropriate agency, whether it’s
police, fire or ambulance. For many
calls, police is the only response they
have. Now, they’re going to have
another button that they can push,
which is our team.”

— Tony Delgado
Director of the Be Well OC mobile crisis response team

BYMATT SZABO

See Be Well, page A4
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Tired of cutting your grass? Find a gardener in the Classified's
Service Directory!
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NOTICE OF PUBLICATION LIEN SALE
West Coast Self Storage
2059 Harbor Blvd

Costa Mesa, CA 92627
(949) 631-6666

In accordance with the provisions of the California
Self-Storage Facility Act, Section 21700, et seq. of
the Business and Professions Code of the State of
California the under-signed will be sold at public
auction conducted on STORAGETREASURES.COM
on August 7th, 2021. The personal property including
but not limited to: Personal and household items stored
at 2059 Harbor Blvd, Costa Mesa, CA 92627, County
of Orange, by the following persons:
Size Name
5x5 Samantha Rangel
5x5 Vladimir Popov
5x5 Paul Gonzales
5x5 Herlinda Avendano
10x15 Dale Pearlman
10x15 Darrell Jenkins
Property is sold “AS IS BASIS.” There is a refundable
$100 cleaning deposit on all units. Sale is subject to
cancellation.
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Laguna Beach Live! will be
bringing musical acts to the Festi-
val of Arts in the month ahead
with the “Live! on the Green” con-
certs.

Miskey Mountain Boys will per-
form at the venue on July 28 from
5:30 to 7 p.m., bringing a mix of
bluegrass, classical, jazz and
swing to the stage.

Another concert will feature
The Hot Club of LA at the Festival
of Arts (650 Laguna Canyon Road)
on Aug. 25.

The summer concerts are free.
Those attending the concerts may
bring their own food and bever-
ages.

FOUNTAIN VALLEY SUMMER
CONCERT SERIES: BRUNO
AND THE HOOLIGANS

Fountain Valley offers a sum-
mer concert series from 6 to
8 p.m. on Thursdays at Fountain
Valley Sports Park, 16400
Brookhurst St.

The next group to perform will
be Bruno and the Hooligans, a
Bruno Mars tribute band. The

concert is Thursday.
The public can bring their own

chairs or blankets, as well as
snacks.

Food will be available for pur-
chase from a vendor, and there
will be a beer and wine garden.
Attendees may not bring their
own alcohol to the venue.

The concert and parking inside
the park are free.

On July 29, Fountain Valley will
host a “Back to the ‘80s” concert.

Free concerts coming to Laguna Beach and Fountain Valley
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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JASON
FEDDY

performs on
the main
stage on

opening day
of the Festival

of Arts Fine
Art Show in

Laguna
Beach.

Vacuum dredging of an
invasive algae species out
from Newport Harbor
was completed earlier
this month, but city offi-
cials extended a local
emergency declaration
on the issue to allow for
federal and state officials
to complete the final
stages of its removal.

Divers will soon be
conducting surveys in
and around Newport Har-
bor over the next few
weeks to check for any
other signs of Caulerpa
prolifera, a species of al-
gae that is not harmful to
humans but could have
damaging effects on New-
port Harbor’s ecosystem.

A team of divers, set-
ting out from China Cove,
completed removal of the
algae by way of vacuum
pumps on July 12.

The algae collected was
brought onshore, where it
and other solids were fil-
tered out from the ocean
water. The filtered water
was then discharged.

Divers continued to
pick up stray pieces and
performed final sweeps.

City officials said a lo-
cal emergency declara-
tion was necessary to se-
cure funding for the
aquatic plant’s removal.
The work is funded by the
California State Water Re-
sources Control Board.

The extension made

last week will continue
the emergency declara-
tion by another 60 days,
which is expected to al-
low state and federal offi-
cials time to complete the
surveys of Newport Har-
bor.

Those surveys are
funded by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and
National Marine Fisheries
Service.

Signs of the algae were
discovered in March by a
diver and it was positively
identified as Caulerpa
prolifera by the Orange
County Department of
Agriculture. State officials
were notified in April.

The species is closely
related to Caulerpa taxi-
folia, which was discov-
ered in Huntington Beach
in the early 2000s and was
eradicated by 2006.

The species is native to
Florida and other sub-
tropical and tropical
areas. City staff said this
is the first time that the
species has been posi-
tively identified on the
West Coast.

It is capable of recol-
onizing by fragmentation,
meaning that parts of the
plant that may break off
can become viable plants
elsewhere.

It is not clear how the
Caulerpa prolifera en-
tered Newport Harbor.

Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer

FIELDMANAGER Robert Mooney shares pieces of
n invasive algae species, Caulerpa prolifera, that was
filtered through a filtration system set up at China
Cove Beach in Newport Beach earlier this month.

CleaningofNewport
Harborof invasive
algae speciesmaybe
complete, butdiver
surveyswill continue
BY LILLY NGUYEN

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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7/23 BEATLES VS STONES
7/24 YOUNG DUBLINERS
7/25 KEB MO w/special guest the Brother Brothers
7/29 THE MARSHALL TUCKER BAND
7/30 BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN Tribute-The Rising
7/31 MISSING PERSONS
8/1 SUBURBAN SKIES
8/6 THE MOTELS
8/7 THE BABYS
8/13 HONK
8/14 BERLIN
8/20 THE TUBES
8/21 THE SMITHEREENS with vocalist MARSHALL CRENSHAW
8/26 BRIAN REGAN
8/27 YACHTLEY CREW
8/28 YACHTLEY CREW
8/29 THE 5TH DIMENSION
9/1 TONY ORLANDO
9/3 LED ZEPAGAIN (Led Zeppelin Tribute)
9/5 THOMPSON SQUARE Acoustic
9/8 BUDDY GUY
9/10 CHRISTONE “Kingfish” INGRAM
9/11 TOMMY CASTRO
9/12 THE FUNNIEST HOUSEWIVES
9/17 SAVOY BROWN
9/18 WILD CHILD (Doors Tribute)
9/19 BENISE
9/23 Billy Bob Thornton & THE BOXMASTERS
9/25 THE FENIANS (halFwaY to st patricKs DaY celeBratioN)
10/1 VENICE
10/3 WAILERS
10/8 JD SOUTHER
10/9 DESPERADO (Eagles Tribute)
10/10 GEOFF TATE
10/14 JOHN HIATT & JERRY DOUGLAS BAND
10/16 TAPE FACE
10/17 ROBERT EARL KEEN
10/22 THE PETTY BREAKERS (Tom Petty Tribute)
10/23 OINGO BOINGO FORMER MEMBERS
10/24 HEIDI NEWFIELD
10/30 DAVID BRIGHTON’S SPACE ODDITY

(David Bowie Tribute)
11/3 THE IMMEDIATE FAMILY
11/4 FIREFALL

11/5 RONSTADT REVIVAL
11/7 ATLANTA RHYTHM SECTION
11/11 JD SIMO / GA-20
11/12 FIVE FOR FIGHTING w/String Quartet
11/13 SUPER DIAMOND (Neil Diamond Tribute)
11/19 YACHTLEY CREW
11/20 WHICH ONE’S PINK?
11/26 LA GUNS
11/27 METALACHI
12/2 THE PLATTERS
12/4 DSB (Journey Tribute)
12/8 MARC BROUSSARD
12/9 LEONID & FRIENDS (Chicago Tribute)
12/10 JOHN MAYALL / WALTER TROUT
12/12 ROBERT CRAY
12/17 AMBROSIA
12/18 BERLIN
12/19 GARY “HO HO” HOEY
12/23 David Benoit Charlie Brown Christmas
12/26 BUCKCHERRY / Jetboy
1/7 QUEEN NATION (Queen Tribute)
1/8 QUEEN NATION (Queen Tribute)
1/13 GINGER BILLY
1/15 THE BLASTERS
1/22 JOAN OSBORNE / THE WEEPIES
2/3 THE GILMOUR PROJECT
2/6 An Evening with DAMIEN ESCOBAR
2/12 OTTMAR LIEBERT & LUNA NEGRA
2/13 KINGSTON TRIO
3/10 KENNY WAYNE SHEPHERD
3/13 GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA
3/21 TINSLEY ELLIS
4/2 Y&T
4/16 MARC COHN
4/17 MARC COHN
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THE 5THTHE 5TH

DIMENSIONDIMENSION

WED, SEP 8WED, SEP 8
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GUYGUY

SUN, SEP 5SUN, SEP 5
THOMPSONTHOMPSON
SQUARESQUARE

SAT, SEP 11SAT, SEP 11
TOMMYTOMMY
CASTROCASTRO
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“KINGFISH”“KINGFISH”
INGRAMINGRAM

FRI, AUG 13FRI, AUG 13
HONKHONK

THU, AUG 26THU, AUG 26
BRIANBRIAN
REGANREGAN

SAT, AUG 14SAT, AUG 14
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SAT, JUL 31SAT, JUL 31
MISSINGMISSING
PERSONSPERSONS

FRI, AUG 6FRI, AUG 6
THETHE

MOTELSMOTELS

SAT, AUG 7SAT, AUG 7
THETHE

BABYSBABYS

WED, SEP 1WED, SEP 1
TONYTONY

ORLANDOORLANDO

ACROSS
1 Nonprofit
network
4 Plato's last letter
9 Say no more
13 Castle protector
14 Raises, as kids
15 Matador's
opponent
16 Troubles
17 Hatless
19 __ at once;
suddenly
20 Inane
21 Personal web
pages
22 Deletes
24 "That's funny!"
to a texter
25 Thread holders
27 Actor on
"Cheers"
30 "Ready __, here
I come!"
31 Highly
seasoned
33 Make an offer
35 Cut of pork
36 Hovel
37 Get away
38 Koch & others
39 Get an "F"
40 Fruit drink
41 Overexert
43 Wrote
another's
signature
44 Tree subject to
disease
45 Tripoli's nation
46 Reaches from
end to end
49 Waterbirds
51 Boob tubes
54 Disputing
56 Italian auto
57 Actor Alan
58 Tiny weight
59 Optimistic, as
an outlook
60 Work up a
sweat
61 Look of
contempt
62 Small number

DOWN
1 Voter survey
2 One who flies in
a basket

3 Nov. 1 honorees
4 Encircles
5 Dining room
goings-on
6 Pres. James __
Carter
7 Zane or Lady
Jane
8 Durable wood

9 Drags one's feet
10 Ruckus
11 West Coast
state: abbr.
12 Vegetable
casings
13 Farrow, for one
18 Darkish wood
20 Sediment

23 "__ River, wider
than a mileÉ"
24 Dearth
25 Shoe bottom
26 Pokes
27 Man's
nickname
28 Bounden duty
29 Female relation
31 Ignore
32 Moo goo gai __;
Chinese dish
34 Landowner's
paper
36 Skinny
37 Rage
39 Untrue
40 Occupations
42 Apartment,
often
43 Pinkie, for one
45 Javelin
46 "Get lost!"
47 Equestrian's
sport
48 "The King __";
hit musical
49 Dumbfound
50 Dinner
beverage
52 Flower holder
53 Pig's home
55 Scouring pad
brand
56 To's partner, in
phrase

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A4.

“We have followed up on
a couple of small tips that
really didn’t turn up much
substantive evidence,” Foy
said. “We’re hoping for any-
thing new that might help
us give us more data or evi-
dence to suggest that [the
injuries are] in fact human-

caused or any other situa-
tion where these birds are
being injured somehow.”

“The birds have been
found anywhere between
Dana Point to Ventura at
various stages of injury,”
Foy said.

“But they have had no-
body seeing someone try to
catch these birds or inten-
tionally mutilate them and
release them into the wild,”

he added. “We’re trying to
put the pieces together to
determine just how in fact
this is happening and no-
body is seeing it.”

Officials are encouraging
members of the public to
call the state tip line at
(888) 334-2258 if they have
any information.

Continued from page A1
PELICANS

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds

not omit structural injus-
tices from our history.”

While state lawmakers
consider legislation that
would make such courses a
high school graduation re-
quirement, many Orange
County districts — includ-
ing Anaheim, Santa Ana
and Los Alamitos unified
school districts — are al-
ready teaching or creating
classes, mainly as electives.

Courses include texts
from a diversity of authors,
cover the contributions
made by people of color in
government, science and
the arts and create a space
for students to share their
own cultural touchpoints,
questions and concerns.

“We are at a critical junc-
ture in this county in terms
of trust — trust in things
like law enforcement, trust
in government, trust in reli-
gious institutions…and
trust in our public schools,”
said Michael Matsuda, su-
perintendent of Anaheim
Unified, where officials in
May made ethnic studies a
required course.

“Ethnic studies builds
trust in schools, in affirm-
ing identity. And that trust
begins with connecting to
oneself and to others.”

Administrators shared
how their districts are cre-
ating coursework to re-
spond to demands from
students and families to see
history and institutions
from more than just one
perspective.

Gregory Franklin is the
superintendent of Tustin
Unified, where an ethnic
studies elective will be of-
fered in the fall. He refuted
the claims of critics who’ve
raised concerns that such
teachings would separate
races into oppressors and
victims and potentially
shame white students.

“There are a lot of people
who haven’t been good ac-
tors in history,” he said.
“Nobody should be feeling
guilty about that in class,
but if we’re not honest
about where we’ve been, it’s
going to be very difficult for
us to go forward together.”

Early research indicates
participation in such
coursework has the poten-
tial to improve academic
behaviors and outcomes

among at-risk students.
A 2016 study co-authored

by UC Irvine education pol-
icy researcher Emily K. Pen-
ner found students who
elected to take ethnic stud-
ies courses increased
school attendance by 21%
and improved their GPAs by
an average of 1.4 points
compared to a control
group.

Kimberly Young, who
teaches ethnic studies
classes at Culver City Uni-
fied School District and
serves on the state’s Quality
Instruction Commission,
said such classes can be
powerful places for stu-
dents to think critically,
learn and grow.

“My classroom is not a
space of indoctrination. It is
a place where students are
free to ask and explore
questions they have about
histories that have been ex-
cluded from our traditional
curriculum,” she said. “Eth-
nic studies empowers all
students to engage socially
and politically and think
about the world around
them.”

Screenshot by Sara Cardine

ORANGECOUNTYDepartment of Education Supt. AlMijaresmoderatesWednesday’s
virtual forum. “To be clear, ethnic studies is not synonymouswith critical race theory,” he said.

Continued from page A1
FORUM

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine
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CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

“It’s really active. We’ve
been full effort following
up on everything that we
can.”

As the investigation con-
tinues, authorities are can-
vassing the area and the
projected path during the
incident trying to locate
additional video, Farmer
said.

There has not been a re-
ward issued in the case.

The public is encour-
aged to come forward with
information that could be

helpful to the investiga-
tion.

Tips can be submitted
by calling Det. Ben Roddy
at (714) 593-4465 or Det.

Kimberly Holmes at (714)
593-4480.

Continued from page A1
DEATH

Scott
Smeltzer

AWOMAN
was pronounced
dead at the scene
near the
intersection of
Slater Avenue and
Tradewinds
Street in Fountain
Valley on
Monday.

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

counselor to respond to
calls that are mental health-
or behavior-related.

Police have been training
the Be Well OC civilians this
week, prior to the launch of
the program.

On Wednesday at the Go-
thard Fire Training Center,
HBPD officers Jerry Thom-
as and Frank Gallant
walked four Be Well team
members through various
situations, including arriv-
ing at the home of an agi-
tated person. They also
talked about how to handle
and respond to 911 dis-
patchers.

Be Well Huntington
Beach will have radios out
in the field, HBPD spokes-
woman Jennifer Carey said,
and the team can request
police or fire assistance, de-
pending on the nature of
the situation.

“The introduction of Be
Well into Huntington Beach
really supports us in two
different ways,” Carey said.
“One, it allows us to send
crisis counselors who are
better equipped to handle
mental health issues than a
police officer to incidents of
mental health crisis, in or-
der to support our resi-
dents. A lot of times, when
a police officer responds, it
has the potential of escalat-

ing a situation even more.
“Not only does it serve

our residents better, it also
assists the police depart-
ment in allowing our offi-
cers to respond to actual
police incidents, incidents
of crime throughout the
city, in a more effective
manner. By introducing this
program, we’re allowing our
cops to do cop work.”

Be Well OC has been
gaining momentum, as it
opened a mental health
and wellness campus in Or-

ange in January. The first
year of the pilot program in
Huntington Beach is
funded by a $1.5-million
contract.

Tony Delgado, director of
the Be Well OC mobile cri-
sis response team, said the
group plans to begin its
work in Garden Grove soon,
but Huntington Beach is
the first Orange County city
to adopt such a program.

It is based on the Crisis
Assistance Helping Out On
The Streets (CAHOOTS)

program that has been suc-
cessful in Eugene, Ore., Del-
gado said.

The Huntington Beach
City Council unanimously
approved the program in
April.

According to a staff re-
port prepared by interim
Police Chief Julian Harvey,
HBPD responds to more
than 2,500 calls annually on
mental health-related
needs, and another 12,000
relating to homelessness.
Combined, they represent

about 10% of all calls for
service.

“Officers are expected to
respond to so many calls
that are really not policing
calls,” Delgado said.

“They’re human service
calls … and we work as a
team. You know, when
somebody calls dispatch,
dispatch assesses the call
and employs the appropri-
ate agency, whether it’s po-
lice, fire or ambulance. For
many calls, police is the
only response they have.
Now, they’re going to have
another button that they
can push, which is our
team.”

Carey said police officers
are expected to ride around
with the Be Well Hunting-
ton Beach team until mid-

August, until they can get
fully up to speed.

The team can also take
homeless people to receive
services at the Huntington
Beach Navigation Center,
which opened last fall.

“It’s not necessarily a
homeless program, but it’s
going to be of assistance for
homeless [people],” Carey
said.

“I started thinking, ‘This
is a good idea,’ [because]
you start humanizing the
situations in which they’re
actually going to respond to
… Be Well will not only as-
sess the situation, but they
actually do follow-ups as
well.”

Continued from page A1
BEWELL

matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Twitter: @mjszabo

Scott Smeltzer | Staff Photographer

TRAINING OFFICER Jerry Thomas, center, guides Michael Romero, left, Kaetlyn Kim,
Alyssa Guerrero and JimmyMun while training for the Be Well Huntington Beach program.

THE BEWELL Huntington Beach van will be used to
respond to mental health and personal assistance calls.
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