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In response to a coyote attack
that happened in Mile Square
Park in the summer, Fountain
Valley has updated its munici-
pal code to include an ordi-
nance that prohibits certain
interactions with wildlife on
public property.

The Fountain Valley City
Council unanimously approved
the ordinance, geared toward
reducing the presence of coyo-
tes, with a second reading at
Tuesday’s meeting.

“The ban states that unless
specifically authorized by the

director of community services
in writing, no person shall feed,
disturb or have physical con-
tact with wildlife on city prop-
erty,” Colin Burns, an attorney
for the city, said in introducing
the ordinance at a City Council
meeting on Sept. 20. “It is in
line with our coyote manage-
ment plan, and it is meant to
reduce the possibility of human
contact with urbanized coyo-
tes.”

A coyote attack on a 2-year-
old child was reported in the
county-operated portion of
Mile Square Park in June. The
animal was subsequently

caught and euthanized.
“Under the coyote manage-

ment plan, the act of feeding
wildlife is known to lead to an
increase in wildlife activity, so it
attracts more wildlife,” Burns
said. “That attracts coyotes.
That leads to an increased pos-
sibility of human-coyote inter-
action.”

Mayor Patrick Harper said
the ordinance gives the city the
capability to administer cita-
tions, if necessary, but public
education will be the focus.

“If people leave food out or
feed the coyotes, they become
less scared,” Harper said in a

phone interview Thursday. “We
want them to sort of keep to
themselves, so if we sort of en-
courage them to interact with
humans [by providing them
with food], that’s where the
danger can be.”

The presence of coyotes has
also been felt elsewhere locally,
including in Huntington Beach,
where a Chino Hills mother an-
nounced plans to pursue legal
action against the city after her
2-year-old daughter was bitten
by a coyote in April.

Raul Roa
FOUNTAIN VALLEY has updated its municipal code and passed a ban on feeding wildlife on city property, aiming to reduce coyote encounters.

Fountain Valley ban on
feeding wildlife aims to
reduce coyote encounters
BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN

A local physician who allegedly
distributed illegal opioids to nu-
merous individuals — including
a man convicted in the DUI
killing of an off-duty Costa Mesa
fire captain in 2018 — and his co-
conspirator pharmacist have
agreed to plead guilty in federal
court.

Dr. Dzung Anh Pham was the
owner of Irvine Village Urgent
Care between January 2013 and
December 2018, when he illegally
prescribed 53,693 oxycodone
pills, 68,795 hydrocodone pills
and 29,286 pills of amphetamine
salts to 18 different patients in ex-
change for cash and insurance
payments, prosecutors allege.

In one case that occurred in
August 2018, Pham reportedly
wrote prescriptions for 75 pills
for a woman who was never a pa-
tient and had never seen him, is-
suing the script to her husband.

Knowing pharmacies would
not fill prescriptions without a le-
gitimate medical purpose, Pham
allegedly directed his patients to
Jennifer Thaoyen Nguyen, a
then-licensed pharmacist who
operated Bristol Pharmacy in
Irvine, court records indicate.

Prosecutors maintain that,
from May 2017 to December
2018, the pharmacist filled pre-
scriptions written by Pham for
160 oxycodone pills, 1,810 hy-
drocodone pills and 450 pills of
amphetamine salts for eight dif-
ferent patients.

“As a licensed pharmacist,
[Nguyen] abused her position of
trust in a manner the signifi-
cantly facilitated the commission
of the conspiracy charged in
count one,” prosecutors stated in

Guilty
pleas set
in illegal
opioids
case
Irvine physician and
pharmacist accused of
wrongful prescriptions
expected to appear in
federal court next week.
BY SARA CARDINE

See Guilty, page A6

For voters looking to learn
more about local education is-
sues and initiatives, a forum
Monday night will introduce can-
didates running for four open
seats on the Newport-Mesa Uni-
fied School District Board of
Trustees.

Organized by the Harbor
Council PTA, NMUSD’s dis-
trictwide parent-teacher associ-
ation, the event takes place at
Back Bay/Monte Vista High
School from 6 to 9 p.m. and will
feature remarks and a Q&A ses-
sion with nine of the 10 candi-
dates running in the Nov. 8 elec-
tion.

“I’m thrilled that we have this
much interest in the school
board, especially in this day and
age,” said organizer Martha Fluor,
a former NMUSD trustee of 29
years and Harbor Council PTA’s
third vice president overseeing
legislation and advocacy efforts.
“This is an opportunity for indi-
viduals to come and learn about
their candidates and make edu-
cated decisions.”

Three representatives from Or-

Voters to
get a look
at NMUSD
Board of
Trustees
candidates
BY SARA CARDINE

See Forum, page A6

at the 40th annual Mayor’s Din-
ner in May, during which he
spoke at length about a cam-
paign he is calling “Renew New-
port” — a push for collaboration
between faith-based organiza-
tions and private citizens work-
ing to improve the neighbor-
hoods, schools and beaches
throughout the city.

“I’m very excited for Renew
Newport’s first volunteer day on
Oct. 15, and I encourage every-

Oct. 15 will be just another
Saturday for some, but for New-
port Beach residents, it will be
their chance to show some affec-
tion to the city in which they
live, work and play with the ar-
rival of the first “Love Newport
Beach” Volunteer Day.

The event comes months after
it was first announced during
Mayor Kevin Muldoon’s remarks

one to participate,” Muldoon
said in a news release. “It’s a
great way to be more engaged
with your community, to renew
relationships with your neigh-
bors and contribute to the re-
newal of Newport Beach.”

The campaign is organized by
Trellis International, which also
facilitated organization for Love
Newport Beach Volunteer Day.
Roughly 100 people have signed
up so far, according to Reina

Cuthill, Trellis director of neigh-
boring initiative.

Cuthill said the Costa Mesa-
based organization has been in
talks with Muldoon about such a
project for several months.

“A day like this shows the
unity of the city and it shows
that people love the city. They
want to serve the city and it’s a
really beautiful expression of

Rick Raasch

VOLUNTEERS TOUCH UP a Shalimar Park painting for Love Costa Mesa 2021. Newport Beach will host a similar event on Oct. 15.

Newport residents get a chance to show some love
BY LILLY NGUYEN

See Love, page A5
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Nonprofit Project Independence’s 13th edition of its AnnualWalk for Independence returned in-person
to Costa Mesa’s TeWinkle Park during National Disability Employment Awareness Month to celebrate

independent living for people in Orange Countywith developmental disabilities.

THANKS FOR STEPPINGUPFOR PEOPLE
WITHDEVELOPMENTALDISABILITIES
We surpassed our fundraising goal of $40,000!

Thanks to our title sponsor Union Bank and our other generous sponsors, our volunteers, our
dedicatedwalkers, and special guest Orange County Supervisor Katrina Foley, we are building

community one step at a time.

To support Project Independence, contact Director of Development Todd Eckert at
Todd@Proindependence.org or 714-549-3464.

ACROSS
1 Magazine title
5 Up and about
10 "Baby, Take __";
Shirley Temple
film
14 Sound of a
crowd
15 Horned animal
16 Actress Hatcher
17 __ up; admits
guilt
18 Long-distance
racer
20 Deer's color
21 __ model; one to
imitate
22 Jittery
23 Chris of tennis
25 "The Blacklist"
network
26 Without a
doubt
28 Shushes
31 Actress Kirstie
32 Earthquake line
34 Uncooked
36 "__ on it!"; cry to
a slowpoke
37 Wild
38 Skimpy attire
39 Yrbk. section
40 Like an Afghan
hound's coat
41 Guys
42 Like Jacuzzi
waters
44 Accept one's
pension
45 Of __; over 18
46 Bedsheet
fabric
47 Wild weather
50 Close
connection
51 Acquired
54 Brave
57 Sand mound
58 Shaping tool
59 Wipe away
errors
60 Feedbag
morsels
61 "High __"; Gary
Cooper film
62 __ out;
distributed
63 Coagulate

DOWN
1 Moderate pace
2 Cedar Rapids'
state: abbr.

3 Impolite
4 Pausing
syllables
5 Military
storehouse
6 Commandment
verb
7 Become
fatigued

8 __ jiffy; quickly
9 Go bad
10 Immediately
11 Crooked
12 Silver &
uranium
13 Lean and
sinewy
19 Religious garb

21 __ on; have
confidence in
24 Quayle or
Cheney, for short
25 No longer in
effect
26 Insolent talk
27 Prefix for violet
or sound
28 Pier
29 Able to speak 3
languages
30 More rational
32 Collapsed
33 Actress Joan
Van __
35 Astute
37 Blaze
38 Spouse
40 "S" in Athens
41 On the __;
getting well
43 Harding or
Beatty
44 Hosed off
46 No-goodnik
47 MRI, for one
48 Hustle and
bustle
49 Greek liqueur
50 TV's "The Love
__"
52 "Hold __ your
hat!"
53 Exam
55 Jewel
56 Prior to
57 Trumpeter
Severinsen

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A5.

Orange County health of-
ficials are reporting the dis-
covery of a second rabid
bat in the last month.

A bat found Thursday,
Sept. 29 outside the main
lobby of the Kaiser Perma-
nente Medical Building on
Alton Parkway in Irvine has
tested positive for rabies
according to the Orange
County Health Care
Agency.

Given the location and
circumstance, the O.C.
Health Care Agency urged
residents to be on the alert
and avoid contact with any
bats.

“Contact with bats
should be avoided and any
potential bat bite should be
discussed with a medical
provider,’' the agency said.

Anyone who may have
had physical contact with
this bat or who saw some-
one else having contact
with the bat was asked to
call the agency’s Communi-

cable Disease Control Divi-
sion at (714) 834-8180 to de-
termine the risk for rabies.

Owners of pets who may
have had contact with this
bat should contact their
veterinarian.

On Sept. 14, a bat found
at a parking lot at Pickleball
Court No. 1 at the Fountain
Valley Tennis Center on
16400 Brookhurst St. tested
positive for rabies.

The rabies virus is found
in an animal’s saliva and is
transmitted to people by a
bite from a rabid animal.
Although very rare, con-
tamination of the eyes,
mouth or an open wound
by the saliva of a rabid ani-
mal can also transmit ra-
bies.

Most cases of human ra-
bies in the United States in
recent years have resulted
from bat strains of rabies;
bats have very small teeth,
and their bites may go un-
noticed. Once a person be-
gins showing signs and
symptoms of rabies, the

disease is nearly always fa-
tal.

OCHCA and O.C. Animal
Care officials recommend
the following actions to
minimize the risk of rabies:

— Avoid all contact with
wild animals;

— Vaccinate all cats and
dogs against rabies;

— Do not sleep with
open unscreened windows
or doors;

— If bats are seen inside
the house or other struc-
ture, close off the area and
contact animal control;

— Do not leave pet food
outside where it will attract
wild animals;

— Immediately wash all
animal bites with soap and
water, being sure to flush
the wound well, then con-
tact your doctor;

— Report all animal bites
to O.C. Animal Care;

— Report stray animals
to O.C. Animal Care.

Carolyn Cole | Los Angeles Times

A BAT found Sept. 29 outside the main lobby of the Kaiser Permanente Medical Building on
Alton Parkway in Irvine has tested positive for rabies, according to the Orange County
Health Care Agency. Officials urge residents to be on the alert and avoid contact with any
bats. Above, a file photo of a brown bat taken at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area.

Second rabid bat found,
O.C. health officials report
BY CITY NEWS SERVICE

dailypilot@latimes.com
Twitter: @TheDailyPilot



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT FRIDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2022 A3

Keep up with
L.A. Times,
wherever you are.
As a print subscriber, you have free unlimited digital access on our app.

Our easy-to-use digital design allows you to find what you’re looking for
quickly. Download the app and never miss a thing.

• Stay informed 24/7 with award-winning journalism.

• Experience our upgraded app.

• Get access to the eNewspaper with easy navigation,
searchable archives and offline reading.

• Easily manage your account and subscription.

Access today’s
top stories.

Navigate the enewspaper
with searchable archives

and offline reading.

Listen to our podcasts
and watch exclusive

video content.

View your recently read
and saved stories.

Download the L.A. Times app

California and Orange
County transportation offi-
cials declared an emer-
gency and approved $6 mil-
lion this week for construc-
tion to stabilize the sliding
railroad tracks in San Clem-
ente, a job expected to take
30 to 45 days before pas-
senger service can resume.

Transit officials sus-
pended Amtrak passenger
and Metrolink commuter
rail service Friday until fur-
ther notice between Orange
and San Diego counties be-
cause of the gradually mov-
ing hillside along about 700
feet of the tracks just north
of Camp Pendleton.

The 140-year-old coastal
rail line is the only viable
route for passenger and
freight trains between San
Diego and the rest of the
United States. The 350-mile
LOSSAN corridor between
San Diego, Los Angeles and
San Luis Obispo is one of
the nation’s busiest rail
routes.

Coaster commuter serv-
ice between Oceanside and
San Diego is not affected.
However, the tracks on the
coastal bluffs in Del Mar
also are threatened by
coastal erosion. Trains have
been halted or slowed there
in the past for a series of
stabilization projects and
repairs.

Passenger service be-
tween Orange County and
Oceanside was suspended
for about three weeks after
heavy rain and storm surge
in September 2021 caused
some movement of the
tracks at San Clemente.
More than 18,000 tons of
boulders were brought in
by BNSF freight trains and
placed on the coastal side
of the railroad as riprap for
stabilization.

Annual ridership is
nearly 3 million on Amtrak’s
Pacific Surfliner trains and

5 million on Coaster and
Metrolink commuter trains,
according to the Orange
County Transportation Au-
thority. Freight trains carry
$1 billion in goods annually
on the LOSSAN corridor,
according to a 2021 report
by state Secretary of Trans-
portation David S. Kim.

BNSF uses the rails under
a “shared-use agreement”
that allows the freight com-
pany to make its own deter-
mination when its trains
can run. Normally it op-
erates about six trains daily
to and from rail terminals
at the Port of San Diego,
carrying everything from
new foreign cars to building
supplies and wind turbine
blades. A company spokes-
man did not respond to
messages Tuesday.

One company, the Pasha
Group, has its own 157-acre
terminal at San Diego’s
port, where it processes up
to 400,000 vehicles annu-
ally, nearly all of which are
shipped by rail.

“Our understanding is
that one train for goods
movement will operate
daily through the corridor,
although BNSF is also deliv-
ering riprap to the site, so
there may be additional
trains, all operating at re-
duced speeds through the
area,” Orange County
Transportation Authority
spokesman Eric Carpenter
said in an email Tuesday.

Geologists and engineers
monitoring the slide area
detected new movement at
the rate of 0.01 inch to 0.04
inch per day after another
storm last month. Passen-
ger service was halted Sept.
30, and BNSF is again
bringing in rock for more
riprap.

In addition to the imme-
diate repair work, the Or-
ange County Transporta-
tion Authority is reviewing
long-term options to pro-
tect the coastal rail line, of-

ficials said.
“This stabilization effort

is clearly an interim fix, and
OCTA will continue to work
with its partners on a long-
term solution,” Carpenter
said. “That could include
re-routing the track further
from the ocean. But such a
fix would require years of
planning and would be ex-
pensive. So right now we
are focused on this interim
fix.”

Studies to reroute the
tracks in Del Mar, probably
through a tunnel, have
been underway for years.
Construction costs could
exceed $4 billion, and com-
pletion is probably decades
away. But the state awarded
$300 million earlier this
year to local agencies for
further planning to advance
the project.

The emergency declara-
tion approved Monday by
the OCTA board of directors
cleared the way to hire a
contractor to proceed with
the stabilization work in
San Clemente.

“Our first priority, of
course, is the safety and
well-being of all rail passen-
gers and crew members

who travel through this
area,” said OCTA Chair
Mark A. Murphy, who is
also the mayor of Orange,
in a news release.

“We greatly appreciate
Caltrans and the California
Transportation Commis-
sion taking decisive action
on this and working with us
so quickly on advancing a
solution,” said OCTA CEO
Darrell E. Johnson.

“We understand the ur-
gency of this issue and are
working around the clock
with all of our partners, in-
cluding at Metrolink, Am-
trak Pacific Surfliner, the
state and our elected lead-
ers to complete this work as
efficiently as possible, al-
ways prioritizing safety,”
Johnson said.

OCTA is working with
federal and state officials to
secure additional funding
for the emergency con-
struction, which is expected
to cost about $12 million
overall.

“A timeline for complet-
ing the work is still being
completed,” Carpenter
said. “Clearing vegetation
and staging for emergency
work is anticipated to begin

this week, with installation
of ground anchors as soon
as possible.”

The metal ground an-
chors will be inserted at a
45-degree angle into the
bedrock beneath the slope
to keep it from slipping fur-
ther toward the track and
the ocean, he said.

Like the blufftop segment
in Del Mar, the San Clem-
ente section of track is one
of the few places on the
corridor where there’s not
enough right-of-way to add
a second set of tracks. Relo-
cation could solve that
problem.

Multiple sets of rails al-
low trains to pass each
other and speeds up serv-
ice. More than two-thirds of
the San Diego County seg-
ment has been double-
tracked so far, with plans to
eventually double-track
more than 97% of the corri-
dor, according to the San
Diego Assn. of Govern-
ments.

OCTA owns the railroad
right-of-way between Ful-
lerton, near Anaheim, and
the San Diego County bor-
der. North County Transit
District owns the right-of-

way from the Orange
County border to the Santa
Fe Depot in downtown San
Diego.

Amtrak’s Office of Inspec-
tor General issued a memo-
randum Dec. 6, 2021, which
noted that while Amtrak
met all its regulatory obli-
gations, it “may be missing
opportunities to gather all
the information it needs” to
assure safety in places such
as San Clemente in Del
Mar.

The inspector general’s
memo urged the national
railroad operator to partici-
pate more actively in re-
lated working groups and
discussions with the OCTA,
NCTD and other agencies.

Scot Naparstek, Amtrak’s
executive vice president
and chief operations officer,
said in response he would
designate a company repre-
sentative to participate in
any future discussions of
evolving coastal conditions,
remediation efforts and the
potential realignment of
the train’s Pacific Surfliner
route.

Amtrak, Metrolink
shut down between
O.C. and San Diego
County for rail work

Hayne Palmour IV | For The San Diego Union-Tribune

AN EXCAVATOR SITS next to the railroad tracks Tuesday where work is being done to stabilize the slope in San Clemente.

BY PHIL DIEHL

Phil Diehl is a reporter for the
San Diego Union-Tribune.
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Sports
CONTACT US

To report scores of high school and college
games, or other newsworthy items from
youth to pro sports, contact the Daily Pilot
sports staff.

Matt Szabo, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-4614,matthew.szabo@latimes.com
Andrew Turner, Sports Reporter
(714) 966-4611, andrew.turner@latimes.com
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Zach Bettino had a team-high
five goals, as the Huntington
Beach boys’ water polo team
closed strong to defeat Laguna
Beach 15-11 on Wednesday in a
Surf League game at Newport
Harbor High.

The Oilers, ranked No. 6 in the
CIF Southern Section Division 1
poll, also saw Luke Hanna, Chris-
tian Hammonds and Ethan Spoon
record hat-tricks in the victory.

Huntington Beach (17-4, 2-1),
which also received a goal from
Logan Garwick, outscored Laguna
Beach 9-5 in the second half.

Cade Anderton scored a match-
high seven goals for the Breakers,
who are ranked No. 9 in Division
1.

Sai Bassett had a pair of goals,
while Coleman Judd and Eli Taub
each scored once for Laguna
Beach (12-7, 0-3).

The sides will meet again in
their league finale on Oct. 26.

GIRLS’ GOLF
Estancia 231, Ocean View 239:

Laney Bae carded the low round
for the visiting Eagles with an
eight-over-par 39 at David L.
Baker Golf Course on Wednesday
in an Orange Coast League match.

Estancia improved to 9-6 overall
and 9-3 in league. The Eagles
completed the season sweep of
Ocean View (4-8 overall and in
league).

GIRLS’ VOLLEYBALL
Edison 3, Corona del Mar 2:

Molly McCluskey had a team-high
18 kills to lead the visiting Char-
gers to a 25-20, 16-25, 17-25, 25-14,
15-11 win over the Sea Kings on
Tuesday in a critical Wave League
match.

Summer Witherby added 17
kills for Edison (17-15, 4-0), which
gained separation from CdM (18-

16, 2-2) in the league standings.
Reese Olson compiled 15 kills

and 23 assists for CdM. Hailey
Shaw contributed 11 kills and
three blocks, Reiley Murphy had
11 kills and two aces, and Sabrina
Baker chipped in with eight kills
and five blocks.

Newport Harbor 3, Los Alami-
tos 0: Anabel Kotzakov had a
team-leading 15 kills to lead the
Sailors past the Griffins 27-25, 27-
25, 25-23 in a tight Surf League
match on Tuesday at Los Alamitos
High.

Laine Briggs added 13 kills and

11 digs for Newport Harbor (17-5,
3-1), which earned a split of the
home-and-home set with Los
Alamitos (22-13, 2-2). Both teams
took straight-sets victories on the
road.

Drue Coberly distributed 22 as-
sists for the Sailors. Tegan Glenn

had 13 assists, nine digs and two
service aces. Fiona Gaffney pro-
vided 13 digs. Malia Thorne had
five kills, and Zoe Gaa also had
three kills and four blocks.

HIGH SCHOOL ROUNDUP

Huntington Beach boys’ water polo beats Laguna Beach

Don Leach | Staff Photographer

ZACH BETTINO (7) pulls back to shoot in a Surf League boys’ water polo match against Laguna Beach. He scored a team-high five goals Wednesday.

BYANDREWTURNER

andrew.turner@latimes.com
Twitter: @AndrewTurnerTCN
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(714) 966-5777

CITY OF COSTAMESA
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Costa Mesa
Zoning Administrator will render a decision on
Thursday, October 20, 2022, or as soon as possible
thereafter, on the following item:
Application No.: ZA-22-14
Applicant/Agent: JR Walz/ C3 Investments Partners
LLC
Site Address: 711 W. 17th Street (F-7)
Zone: General Industrial (MG)
Description: Zoning Application 22-14 is a request
for a Minor Conditional Use Permit to allow an
approximate 330-square-foot tenant accessory
fitness studio within an existing 2-story office
building. The fitness studio will not be open to the
public and limited to tenants and employees only.
Environmental Determination: The project is
categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1), Existing
Facilities.
Additional Information: For more information, call
(714) 754-5245, or email planninginfo@
costamesaca.gov PlanningDivision staff are available
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday
and alternating Fridays, except specified holidays.
There will be no public hearing on this request. Any
written correspondence must be emailed to
ZAPublicComments@costamesaca.gov prior to
12:00PMon thedayof thedecision date (see above).
The decision letter can be downloaded from the
City’s website following the decision date at:
http://www.costamesaca.gov/index.aspx?page=940
If you challenge this action in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you, or someone
else raised, prior to the decision date.

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

To place an ad, go to
http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

MARKETPLACE
PUT A FEW
WORDS TO
WORK FOR
YOU!

(714) 966-4600

Legal Notices Legal Notices

ByChristina Ham
Directed by Logan Vaughn

Now – Oct. 23

This deeply personal play withmusic imagines how the iconic chanteuse gave
voice to countless other Black women fighting to overcome stereotypes and racism.

Recommended for Ages 14+

(714)708-5555 • SCR.org

“Eye opening,
powerful, stirring
and unique”

—BROADWAYWORLD

“A remarkable
show in

many ways”
—CHICAGOTRIBUNE

SnowWhite
Adapted byGreg Banks
Directed byH. AdamHarris
Nov. 4 – 20, 2022
Theatre for Young
Audiences& Families
Ages 4+

Adapted by Jerry Patch
Directed byHisa Takakuwa
Nov. 26 – Dec. 24, 2022
Ages6+. Childrenunder
age6will not beadmitted.

BUY NOW! SEEMORE THEATRE, GETGREATBENEFITS
& SAVE—WITHASEASONTICKET.

SnowWhite is reclaiming her story and
acting out what really happened after
her newmother took over as queen.
Delights at each twist and turn.

FromLeft to Right: Richard Baskin Jr., Arie Bianca Thompson, Chibuba Osuala, Jennifer LeighWarren andMeredith Noël • Photo by Jenny Graham

HONORARY PRODUCERS
Timothy &Marianne Kay/Argyros Family Foundation

Mickey & NickieWilliams

CORPORATE HONORARY PRODUCER
U.S. Bank Foundation

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

love to the city. I think peo-
ple feel it that day,” Cuthill
said. “I’ve experienced it
quite a few times now. A lot
of it is civic pride: ‘I’m a
really proud Newport
Beach resident. I’m a really
proud Newport Beach
business owner. I’m a New-
port Beach pastor that
loves my city and we can all
do it together.’

“It’s really, really power-
ful to see the whole com-
munity giving back.”

Volunteers will meet at
the Newport Beach Civic
Center at 8 a.m. for break-
fast and a kickoff celebra-
tion before groups will be

formed for more than 40
projects. City officials and
Cuthill are encouraging
people to sign up ahead of
time for their top project
choices. But, she added,
sign-ups will also be wel-
comed the day of the
event.

Work will begin at 9 a.m.
and continue through
noon. Some restaurants
will offer discounts to those
wearing volunteer event T-
shirts throughout the day,
according to organizers.

Those projects include
activities such as writing
notes of encouragement to
hospital patients and sen-
iors, yard beautification,
beach cleanups, park
cleanups, painting, hand-
ing out homemade cookies

and water bottles to bus
drivers, and offering water
bottles to runners in local
parks.

Cuthill said a local pastor
is encouraging chalk art
throughout the neighbor-
hoods as a way to bring
children together to ac-
complish a project.

Organizers — who are
still receiving proposals for
the day’s projects — have
already identified more
than 500 volunteer oppor-
tunities.

Interested readers can
visit renewnewport.com
for more information and
to sign up for Love New-
port Beach Volunteer Day.

Continued from page A1
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Gas prices across South-
ern California dipped
slightly on Thursday for the
first time in weeks that saw
record highs, but concerns
about OPEC+'s decision to
cut oil production makes it
unclear how long any relief
at the pump will last.

The average price for a

gallon of regular gasoline
across California fell by half
a cent overnight, to $6.42
according to the American
Automobile Assn. That
price is almost $3 higher
than the national average,
with refinery outages in Cal-
ifornia being blamed for
some supply issues — driv-
ing costs higher by an even
larger margins than the pre-

mium that the state’s mo-
torists typically pay for fuel.

In Los Angeles, the aver-
age price for regular was
$6.491 a gallon on Thursday,
down from $6.494 the day
before, according to AAA.
San Diego, Orange and Riv-
erside counties — which all
set new records this week —

Record-setting SoCal
gas prices ease a bit,
but for how long?
BY GRACE TOOHEY

See Prices, page A6
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

Need Transportation? Looking for a car?
Look in the Classifieds!

LEGAL NOTICE

CITY OF LAGUNA BEACH - NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING
FINANCING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTY

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT, at its regular meeting commencing at 5:00 p.m., or as
soon thereafter as the matter can be heard, on October 18, 2022, in the City Council
Chambers, 505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, California, the City Council of the City
of Laguna Beach (the “City”) will hold a public hearing at which it will hear and consider
information concerning the approval by the City of (i) a lease financing by the City and
the Laguna Beach Financing Authority (the “Authority”) for the acquisition of certain
real property located at 30516 Coast Highway in the City (the “Property”), which is the
former campus of the St. Catherine of Sienna School, and (ii) the adoption of a resolution
by the City Council of the City approving the execution and delivery of a property lease
to be entered into with the Authority in connection with such lease financing. In connec-
tion with the lease financing, the City will lease certain real property and improvements
to the Authority, and the Authority will lease such property back to the City. Those wish-
ing to comment on the proposed lease financing may either appear in person at the
public hearing, submit written comments, or comment over the phone or computer.
Those wishing to comment in writing may do so via mail to the City Clerk at: 505 Forest
Avenue, Laguna Beach, California 92651 or by email to amckay@lagunabeachcity.net.
Please send your comments to the City Clerk no later than 3:00 p.m. on October 17,
2022 (the day before the City Council meeting) in order for your comments to be submit-
ted to the members of the City Council with sufficient time to review the comments.
You may continue to provide written comments up to 12:00 p.m. on October 18, 2022
(the day of the meeting). Please note that while these comments will be provided to the
City Council at 2:00 p.m. on October 18, 2022, the Councilmembers may not have suffi-
cient time to review them prior to the meeting. Written comments WILL NOT be read
aloud during the City Council Meeting. Please note that written comments are posted on
the City’s website, so do not include any personal information you do not want posted
on the web. Any comments received after the deadline for submittal may not become
part of the public record for that meeting. Those wishing to comment over the phone
or computer may do so during designated public comment periods by following the
steps below: * Use this link from your computer or smart phone to participate via zoom:
https://lagunabeachcity.zoom.us/j/91641723096 * You may call (669) 900-9128, and
wait for instructions. The Webinar id is 91641723096#. - Let us know you want to
comment on an item that is being discussed by pressing *9 on your phone. - When you
hear from the meeting operator, “your phone is unmuted,” please press *6, then proceed
with your comment. The time for comments may be limited, so prepare your remarks
accordingly. **If you have issues getting into the Zoom meeting, or raising your virtual
hand to comment, you may TEXT the City Clerk: (310) 722-5051 If you are not able to use
this Webinar system, you may submit comments via email during the meeting to email
amckay@lagunabeachcity.net. The City Clerk will attempt to briefly identify the author
and the content of the email during the City Council meeting. Unless an email is brief and
to the point, it will not likely be read into the record and a summary may be provided. To
aid the City Council in the timely consideration and completion of its business, the City
asks that all written comments be limited to 200 words or less.
Ann Marie McKay, City Clerk
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MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to

http://timescommunityadvertising.com/

Legal Notices Legal Notices

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE: Self-Storage Cube contents
of the following customers containing household and
other goods will be sold for cash by CubeSmart,
Address to satisfy a lien. Auction sale 10-18-22 approx.
2:00 PM at storagetreasures.com:
Tenant Name
Gary Darnell, Matthew Proost, Armor Masry, Jesse
Singh, Samantha Carter, Mubarak Alketbi, Gabriel
Valdez, Tony Moallempour, Steve Salek, James
Coleman, Gavin Matthews, Isaac Sanchez, Matthew
Ehorn, Andrew Grunner, Carlos Morales, Tim Wilson,
Stephen Morrison.
All purchased goods are sold "as is" Purchased goods
must be removed 72 hours with close of online sale.
Sale subject to cancellation up to time of sale,
company reserves the right to refuse any online bids
and to bid at the online sale.
9/30, 10/7/22
CNS-3627167#
DAILY PILOT

CITY OF COSTAMESA
PUBLICATION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Costa Mesa
Zoning Administrator will render a decision on
Thursday, October 20, 2022, or as soon as possible
thereafter, on the following item:
Application No.: ZA-22-08
Applicant/Agent: Paul Sanford/ Rosanna Inc. DBA
Wyndham Hotel Orange County
Site Address: 3350 Avenue of the Arts
Zone: PDR-HD
Description: ZoningApplication 22-08 (PA-16-50A2)
is a request to amend Master Plan PA-16-50 to allow
at grade parking instead of subterraneanparking and
the conversion of balcony space to additional
enclosed hotel room space on the top floor.
Environmental Determination: The project is
categorically exempt from the provisions of the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) per
CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Class 1), Existing
Facilities.
Additional Information: For more information, call
(714) 754-5245, or email planninginfo@
costamesaca.gov PlanningDivision staff are available
from 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday through Thursday
and alternating Fridays, except specified holidays.
There will be no public hearing on this request. Any
written correspondence must be emailed to
ZAPublicComments@costamesaca.gov prior to
12:00PMon thedayof thedecision date (see above).
The decision letter can be downloaded from the
City’s website following the decision date at:
http://www.costamesaca.gov/index.aspx?page=940
If you challenge this action in court, you may be
limited to raising only those issues you, or someone
else raised, prior to the decision date.
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ange County’s Fourth Dis-
trict PTA will moderate and
keep time at Monday’s fo-
rum, which will include
multiple round robin ques-
tion-and-answer sessions
and comments from candi-
dates seeking office.

Trustee Charlene
Metoyer, a retired NMUSD
administrator elected to
the board in 2014, has an-
nounced she will not seek a
new term in District 2,
which represents College
Park, Davis Magnet, Paular-

ino and Sonora elementary
schools, along with Costa
Mesa Middle and High
School.

That leaves her Costa
Mesa seat up for grabs
among two candidates,
parents Danielle Mills and
Michelle Murphy, the latter
of whom lists her career as
a nonprofit executive.

In District 4, which
serves Newport Beach’s An-
dersen, Harbor View, Lin-
coln and Newport elemen-
tary schools, Karen Yelsey
will not seek another term
after 16 years on the board.
Three newcomers — Kris-
ten Nicole Valle, an execu-
tive assistant, parent and
retired educator Lisa Pear-
son and Barbara George, a
mom and business owner
— have filed to run.

Incumbent Michelle
Barto is seeking a second
term in District 5, which

includes Newport Harbor
High, Ensign Intermediate
and Newport Elementary
schools. She faces chal-
lenger Reina Shebasta, a
parent and school counsel-
or.

Incumbent Ashley An-
derson, initially elected to
the board in 2018, also
seeks a second term in
NMUSD’s 7th District,
which represents Costa
Mesa’s Pomona, Rea, Victo-
ria, Whittier and Wilson el-
ementary schools. She is
running against two chal-
lengers — Vicky Rodriguez,
a tax preparer/notary, and
parent Kristen Seaburn, an

executive assistant.
Among the 10 candi-

dates, George is the only
one not scheduled to ap-
pear at Monday’s forum
due to a scheduling con-
flict, Fluor said Wednesday.

The forum takes place
Monday, from 6 to 9 p.m.,
at Back Bay/Monte Vista
High School, 390 Monte
Vista Ave., in Costa Mesa.
For candidate information
and statements, visit
ocvote.gov/candidates/can-
didate-filing-log-with-
statements.

Continued from page A1
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File Photo

BACK BAY/MONTE
VISTA High School will
host a Newport-Mesa
Unified School District
candidates forum on
Monday.

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

also saw minor drops
Thursday, as did most
counties statewide.

Oil and gas analysts said
wholesale prices for Califor-
nia-grade gasoline seem to
have peaked this week after
shutdowns of at least five
refineries statewide led to
shortages. But they said it
often takes much longer to
see prices at the pump re-
flect those market dips.

But Wednesday’s an-
nouncement by OPEC+, a
coalition of two dozen oil-
producing countries, to cut
oil production by 2 million
barrels a day has the poten-
tial to affect California
prices, officials said. It’s un-
clear when or by how much
prices could increase, but
most experts do not expect
a dramatic jump in costs in
the Golden State.

A few areas in California
still saw prices creep up
Thursday, including San
Bernardino County, which
set a new record Thursday
of $6.375 a gallon, up a half
cent from Wednesday.

Fuel costs began to rise in
September after months of
declines, but unlike nation-
wide increases in gas prices
over the summer, this most
recent spike has hit Califor-
nia and the West Coast par-
ticularly hard.

The high prices recently
prompted Gov. Gavin New-
som to call on lawmakers to

introduce a windfall tax on
“rip-off” oil companies and
urged state air regulators to
allow refineries to begin

producing cheaper winter-
blend gasoline earlier than
usual to help boost supplies
and cut prices.

Despite Newsom’s mes-
sage, any proposed laws
wouldn’t be introduced un-
til January, when the Legis-

lature is back in session af-
ter an end-of-calendar re-
cess that began in late Au-
gust.

Continued from page A5
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Luis Sinco | Los Angeles Times
TRAFFIC STREAMS past the Marathon Refinery in Carson. Experts are blaming refinery outages in California for record-setting gas prices in the state.

Grace Toohey is a reporter
for the Los Angeles Times.

on for second-degree mur-
der.

Roughly a year after the
death of her husband,
Shanna Kreza filed a medi-
cal malpractice claim
against Nguyen and Pham
in Orange County Superior
Civil Court. That case is
still ongoing.

court records.
Both Pham and Nguyen,

who each face one felony
charge of conspiracy to
distribute controlled sub-
stances, signed plea agree-
ments indicating they’d ad-
mit their guilt if federal
prosecutors agreed to dis-

miss all other charges and
consider sentence reduc-
tions.

Pham is scheduled to ap-
pear in court Friday, while
Nguyen is set to go before a
judge on Oct. 14, Thom
Mrozek, a spokesman for
the U.S. attorney’s office,
confirmed Thursday.

Under the provisions of a
Sept. 21 plea agreement,
and in accordance with

federal sentencing guide-
lines, Pham could face a
minimum of 15 to 19 years
in prison, a reduction from
the maximum 20 -year sen-
tence that could be im-
posed.

Nguyen faces a min-
imum sentence of five to
six-and-a half years, as
prosecutors determined
her offenses did not result
in death or serious bodily

injury.
When Pham was

charged in 2018, prose-
cutors said the physician’s
actions had been linked to
multiple deaths, including
five overdoses, City News
Service reported last
month.

One of his patients, Mis-
sion Viejo resident Stephen
Taylor Scarpa, was high on
drugs the morning of Nov.

3, 2018, when a van he was
driving struck off-duty
Costa Mesa fire Capt. Mike
Kreza, who’d been riding a
bicycle at the time.

City News Service re-
ported authorities had lo-
cated a prescription bottle
inside Scarpa’s vehicle with
Pham’s name on it after the
collision. Scarpa was sen-
tenced in December to
serve 15 years to life in pris-
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