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area schools.

the damaged areas.

and rehabilitate the vegetation.
The group also improved the

Limestone Canyon.
“The new bridges will have a

ing and be made with a steel fo
and wood decking,” said Adam

the conservancy.

replaced,” Maywhort said.

vancy, visit irconservancy.org.

astated almost 12,500 acres of land in

Orange County, racing across natural
habitat and man-made infrastructure and
sending up a plume of smoke that closed

T he Silverado fire in late October dev-

The Irvine Ranch Conservancy has been
working in spite of the pandemic to rebuild

About 80% of the group’s Portola Staging
Area in Trabuco Canyon was destroyed
during the fire. The conservancy has been
able to rebuild the area with improvements

Staging Area and will work to completely
rebuild two 40-foot trail bridges and two
viewing decks at the Sinks in O.

foundation with steel stringers and wood
decking, while the new viewing decks will
increase in size to allow for easier distanc-

director of planning and infrastructure at
“If fire comes through this area again, the

steel and concrete structuring should re-

main intact and the wood decking on top

will be the only part that would need to be
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Disney
theme
park to
reopen
April 30

Only in-state visitors
will be allowed, with
restrictions in place.

BY HUGO MARTIN

More than a year after closing
due to the pandemic, the theme
parks at the Disneyland Resort
in Anaheim are scheduled to
open April 30 with limited ca-
pacity and restrictions on some
attractions.

Walt Disney Co. Chief Execu-
tive Bob Chapek made the an-
nouncement Wednesday, telling
CNBC: “We've seen the enthusi-
asm, the craving for people to
return to our parks around the

Photos by Kevin Chang | Staff Photographer world.”
THE RED ROCK staging area, which will be renamed as Black Star staging area once it is reopened to the public, is located by Peltzer Christmas The resort also plans to re-
Tree Farm in Silverado. The Irvine Ranch Conservancy is repairing land that was damaged by recent wildfires. open its hotels in phases, with

Disney’s Grand Californian Ho-
tel & Spa set to reopen on

Irvine Ranch Conservancy repairing ..o

on May 2, and Disney’s Paradise

land destroyed by recent wildfires ol 2

announced on its website.

Since the park closed in
March 2020, Disney executives,
elected officials and business
leaders in cities around the re-
sort have been urging Gov. Gav-
in Newsom to allow the parks to
reopen to help struggling busi-
nesses that rely on tourists who
visit the parks.

With COVID-19 cases drop-
ping and the vaccine rollout ex-
panding, the state unveiled new
guidelines March 5 that would
allow theme parks and sports
stadiums in counties with low
enough virus transmission to
reopen with limited capacity
starting April 1. Chapek has said
Disneyland needed more time

to staff up.

ABOVE AND Under the state guidelines,
LEFT: About 80% the parks will be limited to 15%
of the Portola of total capacity. If coronavirus
staging area in cases continue to drop and the
Trabuco Canyon counties that are home to the
was destroyed by theme parks qualify to enter a
the Silverado fire. less restrictive tier in the state’s
Crews have four-category reopening road-
been making map, the cap can rise to 25%,
improvements and then 35% upon reaching
and repairing the most lenient tier.

the damage. Only in-state visitors will be

allowed in the parks, a require-
ment that Disneyland and oth-
ers will enforce by requiring that

— Ben Brazil
See Disney, page R7
b ORGANIZERS
Vietnamese refugee st
- y

deportation decried

O.C. organizers hold a
rally to urge the Biden
administration to stop
a flight, calling it
“anti-Asian violence.’
BY VERA CASTANEDA

Last Thursday, Asian American
organizations in Orange County
and across the U.S. were notified
that Immigration and Customs
Enforcement scheduled a depor-
tation flight to Vietnam from
Texas.

Hieu Huynh, a 49-year-old ref-
ugee who arrived in the U.S. in
1980 with his family, and Tien
Pham, who spent years in a ref-
ugee camp and resettled in San
Jose, were two out of an estimated
33 ICE detainees on the flight
scheduled to leave on March 15.

VietRISE, an O.C.-based com-
munity organization, put together
a caravan and rally in Westmin-
ster Park on March 14 that drew
about 100 people. Over four days,
people called, emailed and

See Refugee, page R2

in Little Saigon on
March 14.
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D.A. accused of not updating oversight list

According to a legal motion, Todd Spitzer has
repeatedly failed to add sheriff’s deputies and
investigators who lied in police reports toa
record that keeps track of law enforcement
officers with histories of misconduct.

BY BEN BRAZIL

Orange County Dist.
Atty. Todd Spitzer has re-
peatedly failed to add
sheriff’s deputies and in-
vestigators who lied in po-
lice reports to a list that
keeps track of law enforce-
ment officers with histo-
ries of misconduct, ac-
cording to a legal motion
filed by Assistant Public
Defender Scott Sanders.

Sanders contends in the
motion filed Thursday
that the district attorney’s
office hasn’'t honored its
Brady notification list,
which is a record that dis-
trict attorney’s offices are
supposed to update with
the names of law enforce-
ment personnel who have
records of dishonesty,
criminality and other is-
sues that could affect their
credibility as a witness.

The U.S. Supreme Court
ruling on Brady vs. Mary-
land requires that prose-
cutors notify defense at-
torneys when one of the
officers on the list is a wit-
ness in a case.

Sanders’ motion delves
into an evidence mishan-
dling scandal, where Or-
ange County sheriff’s dep-
uties were found to have
booked evidence late or
failed to book evidence at
all but subsequently lied
about it in reports. Sand-
ers claims that Spitzer
hasn’t added the names of
law enforcement person-
nel involved in the scan-
dal.

“In this very moment,
we can finally see clearly
the extent to which the
Orange County D.A. has
been operating a com-
pletely fraudulent system
for disclosing evidence
about officers who have
lied,” Sanders said in an
email.

“They will scramble
now and probably quickly
add hundreds of people to
their Brady List — but

only because they got
caught. It's been a utter
scam committed in viola-
tion of their oath as prose-
cutors — the type of fraud
that leads juries to believe
dishonest cops and the in-
nocent to being wrong-
fully convicted. It’s beyond
shameful.”

Sanders has been a vo-
cal critic of Spitzer’s and
has been revealing details
about the scandal in court
filings throughout the
year. Spitzer denies any
wrongdoing.

“I'm putting Orange
County on notice that
Scott Sanders’ primary fo-
cus of filing these ridicu-
lous, baseless motions is
not the defense of his cli-
ent,” Spitzer said in an
emailed statement. “It is
solely to bring the chaos
of the Los Angeles crimi-
nal justice system here to
Orange County. Our job is
to ensure that never hap-
pens.”

Through the motion,
Sanders is seeking reports
and other evidence that
the sheriff’s deputies in-
volved in the case of Sand-
ers’ client, Victor Soto,
falsely claimed to have
booked evidence in past
cases, lied about when
they booked evidence or
violated sheriff’s policy
dictating when evidence is
required to be booked.

Soto has been charged
with a host of crimes
largely related to pos-
session of weapons and
various gang-related
charges. The motion
claims there is false infor-
mation in a search war-
rant that was used to ac-
cess Soto’s phone, vehicle,
house and his brother’s
home.

The warrant was filled
out by Deputy Michael
Garcia, who was among
the first 17 deputies re-
ferred for criminal prose-

See List, page R8

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

ORANGE COUNTY Dist. Atty. Todd Spitzer has been accused by a defense attorney of not honoring a Brady Notification list.

Former prosecutor announces bid to
challenge first-term Orange County D.A.

BY HANNAH FRY

A former prosecutor
and U.S. Marine Corps
veteran said Tuesday that
he will challenge Dist. Atty.
Todd Spitzer to become
Orange County’s top pros-
ecutor next year in a race
that is poised to test the
climate for justice reform
in a county that has his-
torically favored tough-
on-crime policies.

Peter Hardin, 42, an-
nounced his candidacy at
a media briefing outside
the Lamoreaux Justice
Center and Juvenile Hall in
Orange on Tuesday after-
noon, surrounded by doz-
ens of supporters holding
blue and orange signs
bearing the attorney’s
name.

With his son by his side,
Hardin outlined his cata-
log of ideas, including
ending cash bail, halting

Francine Orr | Los Angeles Times

FORMER ORANGE COUNTY prosecutor and former
assistant U.S. Atty. Peter Hardin, standing with his son
Wyatt, holds a news conference Tuesday in Orange
announcing his run for Orange County district attorney.

the practice of prosecuting
children as adults and
abolishing the use of the
death penalty. These poli-
cies, he says, will help
bring the county’s justice
system into the 21st Cen-

tury.

‘I'm running to en-
hance public safety, heal
and restore our victims
and survivors of crime,
and restore integrity and
professionalism to the Or-

ange County district attor-
ney’s office,” Hardin said.
“I 'know that being a
guardian of justice means
doing the right thing all
the time however difficult
it may be. Across America
we are facing a national
reckoning with an out-
dated and ineffective
criminal justice system.
We have turned to prisons
and punishment and
turned our back on reha-
bilitation, support and re-
demption.”

Hardin said the system
frequently leads to mass
incarceration and siphons
taxpayer money away
from public schools, after-
school programs, mental
health services, and drug

and alcohol counseling
that can help reduce
crime.

Hardin served as a judge

See Bid, page R8

Gustavo Arellano | Los Angeles Times

SANTA ANA Mayor Vicente Sarmiento and the City Council approved two items on
Tuesday that benefit the thousands of undocumented residents in the city.

Undocumented residents can
now serve on all city boards
and commissions in Santa Ana

BY BEN BRAZIL

Santa Ana’s thousands of
undocumented residents
will now have the ability to
serve on city boards, com-
missions and committees.

The Santa Ana City
Council on Tuesday night
voted to remove the re-

quirement that residents
must be “qualified elec-
tors,” or have to be eligible
to vote, in order to serve on
the advisory bodies.

More than 100,000 un-
documented immigrants
live in Santa Ana, according
to the Vera Institute of Jus-
tice. The Santa Ana rule re-

ceived
approval earlier this month
and was passed Tuesday
night as part of the consent
calendar without any coun-
cil discussion.

initial unanimous

The city has 10 boards,

commissions and commit-

See Residents, page R7
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REFUGEE

Continued from page RI

tweeted at the Biden ad-
ministration hoping to
stop the flight.

Local organizations
such as the Orange Mobile
Home Coalition, Palestin-
ian Youth Movement, Ko-
rean Resource Center, Los
Alamitos Community
United church, El Centro
Cultural de Mexico, China-
town Community for Eq-
uitable Development, Vi-
etnamese Solidarity Action
Network and the Califor-
nia Healthy Nail Salon col-
laborative joined the rally.

“Deporting Vietnamese
refugees is anti-Asian vi-
olence,” the group
chanted on Sunday after-
noon. “There’s been a
surge of anti-Asian vi-
olence,” said Tracy La,
VietRISE executive direc-
tor, in a phone interview.

“We felt like there was a
missing piece in that con-
versation. When our com-
munity members are de-
ported, it doesn't just af-
fect them ... How is it not
an act of violence to sepa-
rate and rip people away
from their families and
communities to put them
in a country thousands of
miles away that they
haven't seen since they
were children? We want
people to see that the gov-
ernment is enacting anti-
Asian violence too.”

In a news release, organ-
izers pointed out that
President Joe Biden de-
nounced violent attacks

against Asian Americans
in his first address to the
nation, and in his 2020
campaign trail published a
piece in a local O.C. news-
paper about how proud he
was to have voted for more
funding to help resettle Vi-
etnamese refugees in the
U.s.

Vietnamese residents in
the U.S. who escaped their
homeland and later com-
mitted crimes faced de-
portation  under the
Trump administration re-
gardless of a 2008 agree-
ment between the U.S.
and Vietnam that excludes
Vietnamese nationals who
arrived before July 12,
1995, from being subject to

deportation.
Last December, ICE
spokesperson Carissa

Cutrell confirmed there
were 86 Vietnamese na-
tionals in ICE custody.

“Under the Biden ad-
ministration’s deportation
policy, they're supposed to
be focusing resources on
deporting people who
pose a current danger to
the public,” said Anoop
Prasad, Asian Law Caucus
staff attorney.

“The majority of people
on the flight have convic-
tions that are very old like
Tien’s case, which is 20
years old. In the state of
California, the governor,
parole board, state prison
system and prison psy-
chologists had all found
that Tien posed no danger
to the public and was safe
to return. So there’s defi-
nitely this conflict there.”

Prasad said the Asian

Law Caucus advocated for
both Pham and Huynh not
to be deported but were
denied at every level of the
ICE agency. Thomas
Cartwright, a member of
Witness at the Border,
confirmed that the depor-
tation plane landed in Vi-
etnam on Tuesday night.
Witness at the Border be-
gan tracking deportation
flight information in 2020
knowing that ICE doesn’t
disclose information
about their flights to any-
one including Congress
members.

Prasad hadnt heard
from his clients yet as of
Wednesday.

“I understand people
are being placed in quar-
antine [after landing]. It's
just enormously heart-
breaking for their families
here in the U.S.” Prasad
said.

A fundraiser to help
Pham with his basic ex-
penses and reentry sup-
port was created online by
the Asian Prisoner Support
Committee.

“The Vietnamese com-
munity is not just a con-
servative community that
will support anyone if you
talk about the war,” La
said. “We want people to
see us as a multifaceted
community who wants
change to come from the
government. Thats why
we [held a rally in] Orange
County — because it’s so
special to the Vietnamese
diaspora here.”

veracastaneda@latimescom
Twitter: @vera fyd

e

Courtesy of Tim Phan

LOCAL 0.C. community organizations appear for a rally and caravan on March 14 hoping
to stop the deportation of about 33 Vietnamese refugees who were held in ICE detention.
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Center
Says

it will
clear
lot

El Centro Cultural de
México in Santa Ana
will work with the city
to move a homeless
encampment.

BY BEN BRAZIL

After facing fines and the threat
of an abatement court order, a
Mexican cultural center in Santa
Ana has agreed to work with the
city to clear a homeless encamp-
ment in its parking lots.

Since the beginning of the pan-
demic, homeless people have
been living in the El Centro Cul-
tural de México’s lots. The num-
bers have steadily grown to an en-
campment with more than 40
people.

El Centro, which is a linchpin
for the local Latino community,
has been fined about $1,800 by
the city for not keeping the area
clean.

But El Centro has continued to
allow the homeless to live in the
lots despite pressure from the city,
contending that the homeless
should not be criminalized.

The city sent El Centro a pro-
posed plan last week to clear out
the homeless encampment
within 45 days. City Manager
Kristine Ridge said in an interview
on Friday that the city would
work with El Centro as part of the
plan by providing two resource
fairs for the homeless, portable
toilets and washing stations. The
city will also waive the fines with
El Centro’s commitment to clear
the encampment.

The city gave El Centro a dead-
line of March 12 to agree to the
plan, but officials at the center
said they needed more time to
consider the agreement.

il e
R
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Photos by Raul Roa | Staff Photographer
ONE OF ABOUT 40 people who have been living in this parking lot, at the El Centro Cultural of Mexico, in Santa Ana on Feb. 24.

If El Centro chose not to sign
the agreement, the city would
seek an abatement warrant from
a judge, which would allow the
city to take charge and “rectify the
property conditions.”

Ben Vazquez, a longtime volun-
teer and board member with El
Centro, said Tuesday night that
the center signed the agreement
and sent it to the city.

Santa Ana spokesman Paul
Eakins confirmed that the city re-
ceived the signed agreement.

Vazquez said the decision was
made largely in response to the
threat of the abatement warrant.

However, Vazquez said the
portable bathrooms and wash
stations will be beneficial for the
homeless on their lots. He also
said it's important for the center
to get rid of the fines. El Centro’s
finances have been hit hard by
the pandemic.

Vazquez also said it will give the
homeless a reprieve from harass-
ment by police for at least the 45-
day period. Vazquez said police
have been throwing away home-

See Homeless, page R7 MORE THAN 40 people live in El Centro Cultural of Mexico in Santa Ana, pictured on Feb. 24.

MY

NEW
HOME

IS A
VILLAGE.

Kim
Walnut Villager

world traveler
artist

[ spent a lot of time creating my own ideal world. But I never wanted to be an island unto
myself. One of the things I love most about moving to Walnut Village is that it really is a
village. I have my own place, but there’s a fun community just outside my door. A morning
class at Clay’s art studio, a beauty treatment at the Strand salon, Happy Hour at the Red Chair
Lounge with friends. For me, it’s the best of all my worlds.

Email us at walnutvillagesales@frontporch.net
891 S. WALNUT ST

LIMITED-TIME
OFFER

Ask about a $5,000 incentive
towards moving costs.

WALNUT VILLAGE

a front porch community

WALNUTVILLAGE.ORG 866.983.6763

ANAHEIM, CA 92802

We're an equal opportunity housing provider. LIC# 306000961 COA# 197 o
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4 exhibits are back as Bowers Museum reopens

ith the recent easing of
pandemic restrictions,
the Bowers Museum

reopened Wednesday, and four
exhibits that premiered in 2020
will be on view.

Orange County moved into the
state’s red, “substantial” tier on
Sunday, allowing indoor spaces to
reopen at 25% capacity with
safety measures in place.

The museum’s protocols in-
clude timed entry, the enforce-
ment of social distancing and a
requirement that visitors and staff
wear masks and undergo temper-
ature checks. The museum has
installed additional hand-sanitiz-
ing stations, Plexiglas shields in
transaction areas and instituted
an increased cleaning schedule.

Among the exhibits, “Inside the
Walt Disney Archives: 50 Years of
Preserving the Magic,” which was
closed for much of last year, has
been extended (for the third time)
to June 20. The show features 465
objects, including artwork, cos-
tumes, cars and props from the
entertainment company’s pro-
ductions.

“Miao: Masters of Silver” and
“Test of Medal: Charles J. Shaw
and the Montford Point Marines”
were on view for a short window
last fall when museums were
allowed to reopen.

The ongoing “Masters of Silver”
exhibit includes 250 intricate
pieces of jewelry and textiles
primarily made in China’s Gui-
zhou Province, while the exhibit
centered on Sgt. Charles J. Shaw
11, the first Black instructor to
train an integrated platoon, tells
the story of his life in the military
and in Santa Ana’s Little Texas.
The latter exhibit has been ex-
tended to June 27.

“Treasures in Gold & Jade:
Masterworks from Taiwan” is
open for in-person viewing for
the first time through Sept. 5. The
exhibit showcases the jade and
gold sculptures of two artists
based in Taiwan, Wu Ching and
Huang Fu-shou. A special team
from Taiwan traveled to the Bow-
ers last year to install the delicate
pieces.

The museum’s online program-
ming, such as virtual public tours
and recorded lectures, are con-
tinuing as scheduled.

Admission to the museum and
its exhibits varies. The museum is
offering free admission to all
healthcare and emergency service
workers with a valid ID.

— From staff reports

IF YOU GO

What: Bowers Museum

When: Tuesday through Sunday,
10 am.to4 p.m.

Where: 2002 North Main St.,
Santa Ana

Cost: General admission: $15
weekends, $13 weekdays; “Inside
the Walt Disney Archives,” $25
weekends, $23 weekdays
(includes general admission
price); discounts available to
seniors, children, students,
active-duty military and Santa
Ana residents

Info: (714) 567-3600; bowers.org

o

Courtesy of the Shaw family

SGT. CHARLES J. SHAW II, the first Black instructor to train an integrated platoon, is shown with recruits at Montford Point, N.C., in the 1940s.

File Photo

THE BOWERS MUSEUM reopened on Wednesday at 25% capacity after

Orange County went into the state’s COVID-19 red tier.

Y

AN ELSA
PARK
costume from
the Walt
Disney World
Resort.
“Inside the
Walt Disney
Archives: 50
Years of
Preserving
the Magic” is
curated by the
Walt Disney
Archives in
conjunction
with the
Bowers
Museum.

Courtesy of
Walt Disney
Archives,
©Disney.

Orange County Music and Dance launches program for veterans

Courtesy of Orange County Music and Dance

DOUG FREEMAN is pictured with Orange County Music and Dance students.

RICK
ROCHE,
Charles
Julian
Fearing
and
Barbara
Stransky
at a Rock
for Vets
event.

BY VERA CASTANEDA

Orange County Music
and Dance is launching a
new program for veterans
in April.

Operation Gig is de-
signed to help active duty
military or veterans cope
with stress resulting from
the coronavirus pandemic.

The free eight-week pro-
gram features three op-
tions: classes for begin-
ners, jam sessions for
those who want to im-
prove their skills and re-
hearsals in small en-
sembles for experienced
players who want to per-
form in front of an audi-
ence.

The program supplies
veterans with everything
they need — instructions,
lessons, coaches and in-
struments. All classes and
rehearsals are planned to
take place in-person and
outdoors at Orange
County Great Park in
Irvine. At the end of the
program, participants will
get a chance to perform in
several concerts around
the park.

Veterans’ spouses, fam-
ily members and children
16 years or older are also
encouraged to participate.

Operation Gig is the first
of its kind for OCMD.

The nonprofit typically
offers music and dance
classes to children ages 5
to 18. When the pandemic
hit, OCMD’s student par-
ticipation of about 470
children was cut in half
because music teachers
weren'’t able to get in touch
with some students re-

motely. Leadership at the
nonprofit started to brain-
storm how they could use
their resources.

“I'm a 10-year Air Force
veteran and my COO is a
10-year Marine veteran,”
said Doug Freeman, exe-
cutive chairman and chief
executive officer of OCMD.

“We knew that vets were
going to be one of the
hardest hit groups, par-
ticularly those in the most
recent deployments.
Those veterans really need
to be around other veter-
ans who have gone
through similar experi-
ences. It’s a crucial part of
their return to normalcy.”

Rock for Vets, a Long
Beach nonprofit which has
been in operation since
2010, will train the pro-
gram’s coaches and help
identify participants.

Frank Mcllquham, Rock
For Vets cofounder, said
there’s a specific way to
deal with veterans.

“It’'s very hard to build
trust with the vets. It’s all
about treating veterans
with respect and consis-
tency. Music helps veter-
ans open up,” Mcllquham
said.

Although Rock for Vets
has lost much of its fund-
ing for performances, the
group’s online program-
ming continues. It has of-
fered virtual gatherings
that have drawn veterans
from out of state during
the pandemic.

Jimmy Perez, a 12-year
vet who lives in Rancho
Santa Margarita, already
signed up for the program.
For Perez, music has been

a therapeutic tool for his
mental health.

In addition to adjusting
to life outside military
service, Perez and his part-
ner lost their child. He de-
scribes the time period as
a dark place full of depres-
sion and thoughts of sui-
cide. In the waiting room
on one of his therapy vis-
its, he noticed how an
automated baby grand pi-
ano playing classical mu-
sic eased his mood. He
bought himself a keyboard
and taught himself how to
play.

He started playing piano
for veterans and families
coming in and out of the
veterans’ volunteer office
in Long Beach.

“I didn’t realize what I
was doing,” Perez said. “I
wasn't even thinking about
‘healing.” For me, it was
more like an opportunity
to play the piano so I can
feel good.”

He volunteered for five
years before being hired as
an assistant at the office
and still uses music as a
way to process his emo-
tions.

Perez is looking forward
to performing with other
musicians and for a formal
audience for the first time
through the Operation Gig
program.

Freeman hopes that at
least 100 veterans will sign
up online and residents in
the surrounding the park
area will come out to listen
to the outdoor perform-
ances in the spring.

vera.castaneda@latimes.com
Twitter: @vera fyd
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DISNEY

Continued from page RI

parkgoers submit a Califor-
nia address and ZIP Code
online when buying tickets.

Universal Studios Holly-
wood representatives say
their park will open in late
April and Knott's Berry
Farm in Buena Park is ex-
pected to open in May. Ex-
act dates will be an-
nounced later, park offi-
cials say.

Six Flags Magic Moun-
tain in Valencia has yet to
release any reopening date
information.

To help generate some
revenue and rehire em-
ployees who were let go
during the closures, Disney
California Adventure Park,
Universal ~ Studios  and
Knott's Berry Farm had al-
ready announced plans to
open their parks for food
and shopping events.

Knott’s Taste of Boysen-
berry Festival launched
March 5. Universal Studios
kicked off its Taste of Uni-
versal event Friday, and
Disney’s A Touch of Disney
event begins Thursday.

Theme park officials say
their biggest challenge now
is rehiring and training

thousands of workers to re-
open the parks and enforce
the new safety guidelines,
such as the requirement
that visitors wear masks
when not eating or drink-
ing and that they maintain
social distance in queues.
Chapek said he plans to
recall about 10,000 workers.

THE EMPTY
DISNEYLAND
train station in
November
2020. The

park is set to
reopen with
limited capacity
April 30.

Universal Studios Holly-
wood’s senior vice presi-
dent of operations, Scott
Strobl, said  Universal
would rehire about 5,000
workers to help reopen the
park.

HUGO MARTIN writes for
the Los Angeles Times.

Myung J. Chun
L.A. Times

HOMELESS
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less people’s belongings.

It will also provide the center with a
chance to “come to the table with pol-
icy makers,” Vazquez said. “We want
to talk with policy makers to help cre-
ate positive change for folks who are
unsheltered,” he said.

Vazquez said the center didn’t see
the encampment as a long-term an-
swer. He mentioned that the center
may reopen as COVID-19 numbers
continue to improve, and it may need
its parking lots back for community
members attending the center.

“I believe theyre a well-meaning
nonprofit,” Ridge said. “I think it's an
issue that they inherited and they
took it on and they are extremely ill-
equipped to deal with it.”

Ridge said the city has received a
number of complaints from residents
about the encampment.

Eakins sent a message from one of
the residents to TimesOC.

“I write this letter in an effort to
bring greater attention to the home-
less encampment and the increase of
homeless and drug users in this en-
campment that is occupying the park-
ing lot of El Centro Cultural de México
located at 837 N. Ross Street in Santa
Ana,” the resident’s message reads.
“Over the past several months the
population of this homeless and drug
user encampment has increased ex-
ponentially and it is beginning to have
a negative effect in the very densely
populated Willard Neighborhood.

”... As we get closer to the reopening
of schools such as El Sol Academy
which is slated to open March 15, and
children begin going back to school,
allowing this encampment to contin-
ue unchecked diminishes the level of
safety of our children.”

Vazquez said the goal is to connect
homeless people with housing and
shelters if they are receptive to it. If
there are any homeless individuals

Raul Roa | Staff Photographer

EL CENTRO has agreed to work with the city to clear a homeless encampment.

still on the property after 45 days,
Vazquez believes they will go some-
where else if El Centro asks them.

“We have a good relationship with
the folks, and they know what we've
been through, so I think they would
just find another place,” Vazquez said.
“I think they're very grateful for what
we're going through.”

Several homeless people have ex-
pressed gratitude for the center’s help.

“Thank God for this place,” said Al-
ex Beltran, who has been living at El
Centro for months.

“They have been very helpful,” said
Nathan Muiars, who lives in the park-
ing lot. “Most places would usually
just call the police.”

Vazquez said El Centro will contin-
ue working with homeless service
providers independent of the city like
Wound Walk and Hlumination Foun-
dation.

Ridge said the growth of the en-
campment could “probably partially”
be owed to the closure last month of
the county’s Courtyard shelter in
downtown Santa Ana. The county has
been transitioning to its new Yale
shelter in the city.

“As the county was transitioning

over to Yale, I think that there are, un-
fortunately, some very service-resist-
ant homeless that we find in our com-
munity,” Ridge said. “And I think it
gave them an opportunity to walk
over to a different location. Unfortu-
nately, for them, there are a lot of
services that are offered in shelters
and these individuals have missed out
on that opportunity.”

Some homeless people may be dis-
couraged to enter an Orange County
homeless shelter considering the
large-scale outbreaks of COVID-19,
which have infected hundreds and
killed one person.

“If it's not fully resolved in 45 days,
then the city would have to just —
similar to what I mentioned before —
step in and address the issue,” Ridge
said, referencing the abatement war-
rant she referred to earlier in the in-
terview.

“But I trust El Centro, if they're will-
ing to sign on to the settlement agree-
ment, that they understand the pa-
rameters that they would need to do
to have it fully resolved.”

benjamin.brazil@latimescom
Twitter: @ benbrazil
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tees. Two of the advisory
bodies — the Youth Com-
mission and Measure X
Citizens Oversight Com-
mittee — have not re-
quired members to be
qualified electors.

Undocumented  resi-
dents will now be able to
serve on the Arts and Cul-
ture Commission, Person-
nel Board, Community
Development Commis-
sion, Planning Commis-
sion, Environmental and
Transportation Advisory
Commission, Historic Re-
sources Commission,
Workforce Development
Board and Board of Recre-
ation and Parks.

Also on Tuesday night,
the council voted unani-
mously in favor of a
$400,000, two-year con-
tract, with the Immigrant
Defenders Law Center to
provide legal services to
undocumented residents
who are battling deporta-
tion proceedings.

The move is part of the
city’s deportation de-
fense fund, a program
started in 2017 that al-
lows Santa Ana residents
facing potential deporta-
tion to secure an attor-
ney they would other-
wise not be able to af-
ford.

The fund was a subject
of controversy last year
when the council consid-
ered cutting the program’s
budget in half, from
$200,000 per year to
$100,000. At the time, the
council was discussing its

fiscal budget, including an
increase in police spend-
ing. The council received
criticism from the com-

munity and ultimately ap-
proved the  original
$200,000 figure.

Current Mayor Vicente
Sarmiento, then a coun-
cilman, spoke out in favor
of the defense fund at the
time. After welcoming
three new members in
December, the council
has a progressive majority.

Councilwoman  Thai
Viet Phan spoke in favor
of the contract and
pointed out that she
would like to see the in-
clusion of the Asian/Pa-
cific Islander immigrant
community in the pro-
gram.

“Immigration is really a
core issue for me, my
family and our communi-
ty in general,” Phan said.
“.. I want to make sure
that we're also providing
services or extending of-
fering services to the API
community, the Asian
American community, be-
cause I think based on
previous reports, they
have not had any clients
in Santa Ana under this
program who is Asian
American or non-Latino.

“Obviously, I know the
need is very high in both
communities but I just
want to make sure that we
do have some outreach
and work with other com-
munity organizations also
that may refer undocu-
mented APIs to the pro-
gram.”

benjaminbrazil@latimescom
Twitter: @ benbrazil

UNCOMFORTABLE EYES?

Starting soon, Dr. David Wirta of the Eye Research
Foundation will be conducting a new research
study to see how effective an investigational eye
drop is at relieving your dry eye symptoms. This
study involves 5 visits over the course of 14 weeks
and you may receive up to $1300 for your time.

Why Join A Study?

Learn More About Your Eye Health

Access to Cutting Edge Research

Contribute to Science

Compensation

Join a Community

Contact us today for more information
and to see if you qualify

STUDY LOCATION:
EYE RESEARCH FOUNDATION
520 SUPERIOR AVENUE, SUITE 235
NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663

949-650-1863 or
info@drwirta.com

Safely Welcoming New Residents
LIMITED-TIME-ONLY RATE LOCK!

Nothing is more important to you than the well-being of your loved
one. And for generations, nothing has been more important to us.
When a new Resident puts down roots at Heritage Pointe, we work
in partnership with families to ensure their loved one receives the
personalized support, care and lifestyle they need.

And now, those who commit by April 30, 2021, will have
their rates locked through June 2022!

To learn more or to schedule a
virtual or in-person visit,

call 949.205.7414 today!

HERITAGE POINTE

www.heritagepointe.org
27356 Bellogente | Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Residences, Services, Programs and Volunteering | License #300607488

Seniors Living in the Jewish Tradition
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cution for evidence mishandling
and filing false reports. Garcia is
on the county’s Brady list.

Garcia was referred for crimi-
nal prosecution in August 2018
for false reports and failure to
book evidence, but he was ini-
tially cleared by the district at-
torney’s office, the motion says.

The district attorney’s office
then waited two years after the
criminal referral to add him to
the Brady list, disclosing his
misconduct in September 2020,
the motion says.

“But what is worse [is] they
don't share Brady evidence
about his misconduct for two
years (well after the scandal
broke),” Sanders wrote in an
email. “So when Garcia signed
the search warrant and the D.A.
approves it and gives it to the
judge, that judge authorizes the
warrant he has absolutely no
idea about Garcia’s history of ly-
ing.”

Another officer involved with
Soto’s case is Deputy Michael
Devitt, who was caught on video
in 2018 beating Mohamed
Sayem, a Black man. The sher-
iff’s department said he was
placed on administrative leave
in August for an unrelated inves-

tigation.

Sanders is  representing
Sayem.

The evidence mishandling

scandal was brought to light in
2019.

The sheriff’s department had
already conducted two audits of
its deputies by that time. Ac-
cording to the motion, the de-
partment found that between
2016 and 2018, 414 deputies had
booked evidence 31 days or
more after it was seized and
1,135 deputies had booked evi-

Allen J. Schaben | Los Angeles Times

ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER Scott Sanders has been looking into an alleged evidence mishandling scandal.

dence six to 10 days after it was
seized. Department policy re-
quires evidence to be booked at
the end of a shift.

In his motion, Sanders said
these numbers reveal that the
district attorney’s Brady list
should have more deputies and
investigators on it. The list cur-
rently has 16 deputies, and an-
other 23 are being considered
for addition to the list. The mo-
tion says that no investigators
have been added to the list.

“This reasonably alerted the
agency that there were massive
Brady disclosure responsibilities
to past and current defendants

and that potentially 1,000 or
more deputies needed to be
added to the OCDA’s Brady Noti-
fication System because of the
enormous likelihood that depu-
ties were, on a systematic level,
falsely stating in their reports
that they booked evidence by
the date of their report,” the mo-
tion says.

Spitzer has held that the sher-
iff’s department hid the audits
from him. In response, the dis-
trict attorney’s office conducted
a third review of the evidence
mishandling, which was re-
leased in a report in January.

The district attorney’s audit

was a joint effort with sheriff’s
department and district attor-
ney’s investigators combing
through 22,289 cases. Spitzer
ended up dropping or reducing
charges in 67 cases due to mis-
handled evidence.

“The D.A.s office will contin-
ue to review cases and provide
notice to the defense when ap-
propriate to ensure that defend-
ants’ due process rights are pro-
tected, but because of remedial
action [the Sheriff's Depart-
ment] has taken to address evi-
dence booking deficiencies,
there should be few, if any, nega-
tively impacted cases in the fu-

ture,” the report states.

In his motion, Sanders said
the district attorney’s report is
“self-protective,” “self-congratu-
latory” and bends the truth.

He said that the district attor-
ney’s office claimed to have re-
viewed about 17,000 more cases
than it did during the audit.

“As will be seen, the extended
concealment of Brady evidence
related to Deputy Garcia is just
one example why the portrait
presented in the OCDA Report
of an agency that both demands
accountability from law en-
forcement and reliably makes
officer-specific Brady disclo-
sures, is not rooted in fact,” the
motion says.

Sheriff’s spokeswoman Carrie
Braun said Thursday that the
department has not yet re-
viewed the motion. She pro-
vided a statement on the evi-
dence mishandling controversy.

“Our department alone iden-
tified this issue, conducted two
internal audits, and held ac-
countable individuals who vio-
lated department policy, includ-
ing submission to the district at-
torney for their consideration to
prosecute the individuals in-
volved,” Braun said. “This is an
issue of policy that we identi-
fied, we addressed, affected
parties were notified and we
have remedied with safeguards
to ensure this does not happen
in the future.”

In a separate motion Sanders
filed on Friday, he listed three
more deputies who he said lied
in reports and were not added to
the Brady list — Deputy Jona-
than Larson, Deputy David Lar-
son and Investigator Theodore
Wilder.

Sanders is seeking more files
on their potential misconduct.

benjamin.brazil@latimes.com
Twitter: @ benbrazil
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two years. He entered pri-
vate practice in 2017.
Hardin’s

challenge

date. At the time, he was
fiercely critical of prose-
cutors’ use of jailhouse in-

Spitzer in 2018, he told the
crowd Tuesday that he has
since been disappointed by

announcement

hind television news cam-
eras as Hardin made his
Tuesday,

stand for it.”
Hardin refuted those as-
sertions during his speech,

said he attended the brief-
ing to learn about his chal-
lenger’s policies, which he
compared to the prog-
ressive platform of recently
elected Los Angeles County
Dist. Atty. George Gascon.
“Mr. Harden made it un-
equivocally clear that he
wants to be the next
George Gascon for Orange
County and I'm telling you,
unequivocally, it's not go-
ing to happen,” Spitzer
said. “This county will not
tolerate it. They will not forthe Los Angeles Times.
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L. Pay$()

Closing
Costs:

No Points
No Closing Costs
Up to $3 Million

Your rate can only change once
every 5 years with a maximum
rate adjustment of 5% over
the life of the loan.

formants to obtain confes-
sions and win convictions,
and ran on a platform
promising to lead an hon-
est and accountable office.

Hardin has found sup-
port from some of Spitzer’s
former allies turned vocal
critics. Among them is Paul
Wilson, whose wife was
one of eight people killed
by Scott Dekraai at a Seal
Beach hair salon in 2011 in
the deadliest mass shoot-
ing in county history.
Though Wilson supported

comes during a tumul-
tuous time for Spitzer’s of-
fice, which has been
dogged by a series of scan-
dals in recent months, in-
cluding allegations of sexu-
al harassment and criti-
cism over the handling of a
high-profile Newport
Beach sexual assault case.
During the contentious
race for district attorney in
2018 against Tony Rack-
auckas, Spitzer — then a
county supervisor — billed
himself as a reform candi-

Spitzer’s failure to clean up
the district attorney’s of-
fice.

“After years of excruciat-
ing pain I thought the
county had a savior in
Todd Spitzer. He ran a cam-
paign to remove the district
attorney  with  Spitzer
speaking every day about
the terrible misconduct of
our case and the need for
accountability and change
of culture,” Wilson said. “It
was all a con game.”

Spitzer, who stood be-

saying that his policies will
be tailored to meet the
needs of Orange County.

“Todd Spitzer has built
his career on tough on
crime rhetoric and using
fear and intimidation as a
tactic,” Hardin said. ‘I
know that he wants to run
against George Gascon, but
my name is Peter Hardin
and were in Orange
County not in L.A.”

advocate in the U.S. Mar-
ine Corps for more than
five years after graduating
from the George Washing-
ton University Law School.
He served in Helmand
Province in Afghanistan in
2011 and 2012 as a member
of the 1st Reconnaissance
Battalion. After leaving the
service, he was a deputy in
the Orange County district
attorney’s office for a year
and a prosecutor in the
U.S. attorney’s office for

HANNAMH FRY is a reporter

Advertisement

HELP SAFEGUARD YOUR
TRANSPORTATION DOLLARS

APPLY TO THE OC GO
TAXPAYER OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE

The First District consists of
the cities of Garden Grove,
Santa Ana, Westminster,
portions of Fountain Valley,
and the unincorporated
community of Midway City.

If you've always had a good eye for details, and
live in Orange County's First, Second, Fourth, or
Fifth Supervisorial Districts, we invite you to
become a member of the OC Go (also known

as Measure M) Taxpayer Oversight Committee.

With the passage of OC Go in 1990 and its
renewal in 2006, an oversight committee was
mandated by the Orange County electorate to
keep a close watch on the transportation funds
generated by the half-cent sales tax which is
administered by the Orange County
Transportation Authority.

The Second District consists
of the cities of Costa Mesa,
Cypress, Huntington Beach,
La Palma, Los Alamitos,
Newport Beach, Seal Beach,
Stanton, and portions of
Buena Park and Fountain
Valley. It also includes the
unincorporated areas of
Rossmoor, Sunset Beach,
and Surfside.

As a member of the Taxpayer Oversight
Committee, you will ensure the transportation
projects specified in OC Go are built as promised.
Currently, there is one opening for each of the
First, Second, Fourth, or Fifth Supervisorial
Districts on the 11-person committee. Orange
County citizens living in these districts may apply
to serve on the committee for a three-year term.
Elected and appointed officials are not eligible to
serve.

Payment example for a $548,250 30 year term with an initial 3.151% APR and with maximum periodic rate in-
creases: $2,166.25 per month at an interest rate of 2.500% for the first 5 years; $2,683.97 per month at an interest
rate of 4.500% for years 6-10; $3,163.04 per month at an interest rate of 6.500% for years 11-15; $3,366.03 per
month at an interest rate of 7.500% for years 16-30. Payment example does not include amounts for taxes or
insurance premiums; actual payment obligation may be greater. Rate and APR are accurate as of 3/10/2021. Rates
and terms are subject to change without notice.

The Fourth District consists
of the cities of Anaheim,

Brea, Fullerton, La Habra,
Placentia, and portions of
Buena Park.

The rate is fixed for 5 years, then becomes adjustable and may increase or decrease once every 5 years. Maximum rate adjustment is 2% per five
years and 5% over the life of the loan. The interest rate floor is 2.75%. The interest rate is determined by the weekly average yield on the United
States Treasury securities adjusted to constant maturity of five years (CMT) as made available by the Federal Reserve Board plus a margin of 2.75%.
Available for loan amounts up to $3,000,000 at 80% loan-to-value. Verification of income, credit, assets, homeowners insurance, hazard, and, if
applicable, flood insurance required. APR, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change. This offer does not apply to refinances.

The Fifth District consists of
the cities of Aliso Viejo, Dana
Point, Laguna Beach, Laguna
Hills, Laguna Niguel, Laguna
Woods, Lake Forest, Mission
Viejo, Rancho Santa
Margarita, San Clemente,
San Juan Capistrano,
portions of Irvine, and the
unincorporated communities
of Coto de Caza, Ladera
Ranch, Las Flores, and
Wagon Wheel.

"No Closing Costs offer available for owner occupied primary residential purchases, properties owned free and clear and external (non-SDCCU)
refinances only. Subject to approval. SDCCU will pay your closing costs including but notlimited to: lender's title insurance, title services, appraisal, tax
service, credit report, flood certification and recording fees. Paid closing costs do notinclude pre-paid interest, rate lock extension, rate re-lock, rate
float down, homeowners insurance, initial escrow deposit, owner's title insurance, or ity and/or county transfer tax. Primary residential purchase
transactions where seller and/or agent contributions are provided will be applied to the non-recurring closing costs first. In the event seller/agent
contributions do not cover all eligible closing costs, SDCCU will cover any eligible remaining costs. Borrower may select escrow and/or title company.
QOther restrictions may apply. Reimbursement of closing costs: if the loan is paid off within 36 months of origination, a prorated amount of closing

costs will be added to the loan payoff amount. SDCCU will not reimburse for any unused seller/agent contributions.

The Grand Jurors Association of Orange County
(GJAOC) Taxpayer Oversight Committee Selection
Panel is conducting the recruitment program and
will screen all applications and recommend
qualified potential candidates for membership.

For an application or more information, call
(714) 974-9699 or visit octa.net/toc.
Applications are due May 2, 2021. Please note
that this is a volunteer position and no
monetary compensation will be paid to
committee members.

It's not big bank banking. It’s better.’
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