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Chef Tony Esnault of Knife Pleat in Costa Mesa isn’t
new to Michelin recognition. He is familiar with the
expectations and the standards, earning stars as an
executive chef in New York City in 2006 and 2007.

Now Esnault has earned recognition again as Mich-
elin Guide California, which expanded to include Or-
ange and San Diego counties in 2019, makes an effort
to highlight more establishments.

Knife Pleat, the sophisticated yet approachable
French restaurant that calls South Coast Plaza home,
was recognized along with two other Orange County
restaurants this week with Michelin Plate awards
ahead of Bib Gourmand and Stars to be announced
on Sept. 22 and Sept. 28, respectively.

“By revealing some of the new additions made by
our inspectors throughout the year, we enhance our
digital tools to further strengthen the ties that bind us
to food lovers,” said international director of the
Michelin Guides, Gwendal Poullennec, in a state-
ment on the Michelin Guide website.

“We hope that these regular revelations and up-
dates to the selection throughout the year will provide
opportunities to highlight the profession and invite
everyone to discover and support the restaurants
around them.”

Yassmin Sarmadi, restauranteur and owner of
Knife Pleat, said highlighting new additions brings
often overlooked regions, like Orange County, into fo-
cus.

“Sometimes people don’t think about other areas,
be it Orange County or San Diego or elsewhere,” Sar-
madi said. “There are great chefs and great restau-
rants and great food everywhere. I think it is really

Three Orange County restaurants are
honored with Michelin Plate awards

Courtesy of Anne Watson

CHEFTONYESNAULTand restaurateurYassminSarmadi’snewrestaurant
showcasesmodern, seasonal interpretationsof classicFrench techniques.

Courtesy of Khan Saab Desi Craft Kitchen
IMRAN“ALI”MOOKHI is chef atKhanSaabDesiCraftKitchen inFullerton.

Courtesy of John Troxell

PITMASTER AND owner Daniel Castillo stands next
to a 1,000-gallon offset smoker at Heritage Barbecue.

BY SARAHMOSQUEDA

See Awards, page A6

Hate crimes and incidents in Orange
County rose to historic levels in 2020
amid a pandemic, according to an an-
nual report by the Orange County Hu-
man Relations Commission.

Since 1991, the commission has com-
piled such statistics for the county and
released its latest findings during a re-
mote presentation on Friday. Speakers
included O.C. Human Relations staff
and Orange County Dist. Atty. Todd
Spitzer.

“I’m very upset about [the report],”
Spitzer said. “Hate crime is up. It’s been
up now for several years in a row and it’s
completely unacceptable.”

A hate crime, as defined by the Cali-
fornia attorney general, is a criminal act
motivated “in whole or in part” by a vic-
tim’s actual or perceived identity, such
as race, ethnicity, religion, sexual orien-
tation or disability. It can constitute
prosecutable offenses like assault, van-
dalism and murder.

Spitzer touted the creation of a hate

Report
says hate
crimes on
rise in O.C.
They climbed to historic
levels in 2020. Incidents
targeting Asian Americans
went up dramatically.
BY GABRIEL SANROMÁN

See Hate, page A6

Nearly 70% of all eligible residents in
Orange County are vaccinated now, but
county health officials are asking resi-
dents to be conscious of their health
ahead of the upcoming flu season and
as coronavirus cases and hospitali-
zations continue to decline.

Dr. Regina Chinsio-Kwong, deputy
county health officer, said in a media
briefing Friday that the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention confirmed
that 69.8% of all eligible Orange County
residents, or a little more than 2 million
people, are now fully vaccinated against
the coronavirus that causes COVID-19.

County full
vaccinations
now up to
nearly 70%
Buthealthofficialswarn
residents to stayvigilant ahead
of theupcoming flu season.

BY LILLY NGUYEN

See County, page A3

As union representatives negotiate with
Frontier Communications for better pay,
benefits and job security for nearly 2,000
members statewide, Orange County em-
ployees took their grievances against the
company to the streets during a picket
Thursday in Huntington Beach.

Workers with the union’s Orange County
chapter assembled outside a local Frontier
office on the corner of Gothard Street and
Slater Avenue to voice concerns about in-
creasing healthcare premiums and the
company’s hiring of less skilled contract
workers.

Peter O’Brien, president of CWA Local
9510, said employees agreed last Septem-
ber amid the pandemic and a corporate
bankruptcy to extend their contract by one
year to allow business to continue.

Though talks began in August, that ex-
tension expired Sept. 4.

Anticipating that would happen, union
members voted Sept. 3 to authorize a
strike. O’Brien said while there are no de-
finitive plans for such action, the vote al-
lows a strike to be called at any time.

“We’re on standby, and we will be driven
by what happens in bargaining,” he added.
“Nobody likes a strike — it’s not something
that we seek. What we seek is fairness and a
recognition of what our members have
gone through.”

Fountain Valley resident Tom Gardella
began working for the company 32 years
ago, when it was owned by General Tele-

phone & Electronics.
As a cable splicer, he works on the com-

pany’s aging copper wire network and han-
dles fiber optic cable, a new technology up-
on which Frontier hopes to expand.

While fiber requires a skilled and careful
hand, Gardella said Frontier is hiring more

contract workers who don’t provide the
same level of service and whose work can
create problems.

“The company would prefer to work with
all contractors,” he said. “[But] the contrac-

Photos by Don Leach | Staff Photographer

COMMUNICATIONSWORKERSof America employees onThursday picket outside theHuntingtonBeach Frontier Communications office.

Frontier workers picket outside
H.B. office for pay, job security

EMPLOYEES DEMONSTRATING for better pay, benefits and job security say they deserve
more consideration after sticking through a bankruptcy and the COVID-19 pandemic.

BY SARA CARDINE

See Frontier, page A2
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FALL SALE EVENT
OUR LOWEST PRICES OF THE YEAR!

ENTERTAIN IN STYLE!

FASHION ISLAND - NEWPORT BEACH
949.239.7112 | tbfurniturenewport.com | Atrium Court entrance across from Starbucks

ACROSS
1 Surrounded by
5 Central part
9 Eyebrow shape
13 Generous one
15 Schlep
16 Store event
17 __ up and up;
honest
18 Pay __ to; heed
20 Enjoy a winter
sport
21 Excessively
23 Dieter's
concern
24 Painful wails
26 Weather
forecast
27 Fun facts
29 Give shelter to
32 Expand
33 Stretches
across
35 __ goo gai pan;
Chinese dish
37 As straight __
arrow
38 Halo wearer
39 Revolve
40 All __; ready
41 Prances about
42 Silly one
43 Reimburses
45 Accessories for
women
46 "A Boy and __
Dog"; Don
Johnson film
47 Jokes around
48 Fleet of ships
51 "That's
disgusting!"
52 Neighbor of
Nev.
55 Restored
confidence to
58 Receded
60 Walking aid
61 Hombre's home
62 Made angry
63 Earned a ticket
64 Watches
65 Dorm
furnishings

DOWN
1 Hubbubs
2 Man with a habit
3 Bully; scare
4 Play-__; kids' clay
5 Pandemonium

6 Granola bit
7 In a __; mired by
routine
8 Circus animal
9 Sharp as a tack
10 Outdoor
wedding spoiler
11 Clumsy oaf
12 "four calling

birds, three French
__"
14 Keep
19 Room recesses
22 "Humpty
Dumpty sat __
wall"
25 Hotpoint
appliance

27 Start of a
Christmas poem
28 Early __; one up
at dawn
29 Sunbathers'
rewards
30 Not doable
31 Racket
33 Elliott &
Waterston
34 Printing store
chain
36 Wallet fillers
38 Teriyaki
marinade
39 __ of; to a
degree
41 Surprise attacks
42 Productive oil
well
44 __ out;
eliminated slowly
45 Nickname for
Margaret
47 Most famous
traitor
48 Curved bands
of sparks
49 Harvest crops
50 Lion's hair
53 Proof of
ownership
54 __ up; totals
56 Singer Charles
57 Suffix for legal
or journal
59 Drool catcher

THE DAILY
COMMUTER
PUZZLE

By Jacqueline E.
Mathews

SUDOKU
By The Mepham Group

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every
digit, 1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve
Sudoku, visit sudoku.org.uk.

Tribune Media
Services

For answers to the crossword and
Sudoku puzzles, see page A3.

tors aren’t as invested as the
employees. We’re in it for
the quality because we’re in
this for the long term.
They’re in it for the piece-
work.”

Don Ruiz, a staff repre-
sentative for CWA’s Dis-
trict 9 and bargaining co-
chair, said Frontier has be-
gun farming out tens of
thousands of customer
service call center work to
Mexico, despite advertising
to customers that its service
representatives are “100%
U.S. based.”

Union reps have also not
reached an agreement with
Frontier on pay raises and
health insurance premi-
ums.

While Ruiz could not dis-
cuss proposals considered

so far, he indicated pre-
mium increases far out-
weigh the pay increases
proposed by the company.

“They’re still not really
taking care of the employ-
ees the way they need to be
taken care of,” he said.
“They’ve stuck with the
company through the
bankruptcy and through
[COVID-19]. They’ve stayed
loyal but there’s been noth-
ing to say ‘thank you.’ ”

Gardella said workers
hope to garner support
from the public, whom em-
ployees helped keep con-
nected during the pan-
demic.

Brigid Smith, a spokes-
woman for Frontier Com-
munications, confirmed
Thursday employees were
working without a contract
as negotiations continued.

“Employee wages, ben-
efits and other terms and

conditions of employment
that are required by law to
continue will remain in ef-
fect during this time,”
Smith wrote in an email.
“We remain committed to a
resolution that offers our
employees good jobs with
competitive wages and
benefits and cares for the
long-term success of our
business.”

Thursday’s demon-
stration is one of several be-
ing planned in the coming
days. O’Brien said union
members will turn out next
weekend to the 2021 Grand
Prix of Long Beach, as Fron-
tier is one of the event’s
sponsors.

“All we’re looking for is a
fair contract and some re-
spect,” he said.

Continued from page A1
FRONTIER

sara.cardine@latimes.com
Twitter: @SaraCardine

A motorcyclist in his 70s
was taken to a hospital with
major injuries Friday after-
noon, after a three-vehicle
collision on the 55 Freeway
that temporarily blocked
three lanes of traffic, the
CHP reported.

The incident occurred
shortly before 12:30 p.m. in
the second and third lanes

of the freeway, near the 19th
Street exit, according to
California Highway Patrol
Officer Monica Posada.

An investigation into ex-
actly what caused the crash
is still pending, but Posada
said the collision occurred
near the juncture of the 55
Freeway and Bay Street and
involved one motorcycle

and two other vehicles,
both driven by men in their
50s. Only the motorcyclist
was treated for injuries.

Lanes of traffic were
closed temporarily, causing
a buildup of vehicles on the
freeway, and were reopened
by 12:48 p.m., according to
a CHP incident report.

— Sara Cardine

Motorcyclist injured in crash on 55

A Santa Ana man died
following a hit-and-run in-
cident Sept. 11, and police
are still hunting for the
driver involved.

Fountain Valley police in
a news statement issued
Tuesday identified the vic-
tim as Long Ta, 34.

Police said they respond-
ed to a call about a traffic
collision involving a dark
colored vehicle and a pe-
destrian near Ward Street
and Edinger Avenue at
6:21 a.m. Sept. 11.

Upon arrival, police
found Ta with traumatic in-
juries in the westbound
lanes of Edinger.

The vehicle and its driver
were not present at the
scene.

Paramedics transported
Ta to a nearby hospital, but
he died of his injuries two
days later.

Early investigation indi-
cated the vehicle was trav-
eling westbound on
Edinger toward Ward.

Witnesses said Ta had
been walking northbound
on Ward and was in a cross-
walk with a green walk sig-
nal when the suspect ran a
red light and struck him.
The vehicle did not stop
and was last seen west-
bound on Edinger.

Police are currently seek-
ing a “dark colored 1991-
1995 Chrysler or Dodge
minivan, which may have
sustained left front end
damage,” according to the

news release.
Officers located a vehicle

and person of interest
Wednesday morning. That
individual was later inter-
viewed and released.

The investigation is on-
going.

This is one of a number
of fatal car collisions that
have occurred in Fountain
Valley this year. Another
crash in March and one in
July killed two pedestrians
earlier this year.

Members of the public
with information on the
collision are being encour-
aged to call the Fountain
Valley Police Department
Traffic Bureau at (714) 593-
4481.

— Lilly Nguyen

Driver sought after man hit, killed in F.V.



WWW.DAILYPILOT.COM DAILY PILOT | COASTLINE PILOT | HUNTINGTON BEACH INDEPENDENT SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2021 A3

*Travel Savings offer (“Offer”) only valid on qualified bookings made with participating AAA preferred travel providers made through your local AAA Advisor, Minimum purchase required
to qualify for offer. Maximum one (1) travel credit per booking. Offer valid only on new bookings made on or after July 1, 2021 with full deposit no later than September 30, 2021 for travel
commencing no later than December 31, 2022. Incentivewill be provided to lead client/trip payee following trip departure. Booked and paid-in-full travel credit value requires payment-in-full
at time of booking. Paid-in-full bookings of $2,000 – $3,999 qualify to receive a $100 credit; bookings of $4,000 – $7,999 qualify to receive a $150 credit; bookings of $8,000 – $9,999 qualify
to receive a $200 credit; bookings of $10,000 – $11,999 qualify to receive a $300 credit; bookings of $12,000 – $14,999 qualify to receive a $500 credit; bookings $15,000+ qualify to receive a
$750 credit. Deposited bookings of $2,000 – $3,999 qualify to receive a $50 credit; bookings of $4,000 – $7,999 qualify to receive a $75 credit; bookings of $8,000 – $9,999 qualify to receive
a $100 credit; bookings of $10,000 – $11,999 qualify to receive a $150 credit; bookings of $12,000 – $14,999 qualify to receive a $250 credit; bookings $15,000+ qualify to receive a $375 credit.
Valid only on cruise or tour bookings provided through one of AAA’s preferred travel providers; not valid on Fly/Drive packages. Incentives cannot be substituted, are nonrefundable, and
nontransferable. The promotion’s Gift Card merchants are subject to change at any time and are not endorsed by or affiliated with AAA, nor are such merchants considered sponsors or
co-sponsors of this promotion. AAA disclaims responsibility for any products or services purchased using a gift card provided under the promotion. Gift cards/certificates are subject to the
issuing merchant’s terms and conditions, which are subject to change at merchant’s sole discretion. A U.S. address is required for delivery.
AAA Travel Alert: Many travel destinations have implemented COVID-19–related restrictions. Before making travel plans, check to see if hotels, attractions, cruise lines, tour operators,
restaurants and local authorities have issued health and safety-related restrictions or entry requirements. The local tourism board is a good resource for updated information. Unless
otherwise indicated: Rates quoted are accurate at time of publication & are per person, based on double occupancy. Airfare, taxes, fees, surcharges, gratuities, transfers & excursions
are additional. Advertised rates do not include any applicable daily resort or facility fees payable directly to the hotel at check-out; such fee amounts will be advised at the time of
booking. Rates, terms, conditions, availability, itinerary, taxes, fees, surcharges, deposit, payment, cancellation terms/conditions & policies subject to change without notice at any
time. Cruise rates capacity controlled. Advance reservations through AAA Travel required to obtain Member Benefits & savings which may vary based on departure date. Rates may
be subject to increase after full payment for increases in government-imposed taxes or fees & supplier-imposed fees. Blackout dates & other restrictions may apply. Not responsible
for errors or omissions. Your local AAA club acts as an agent for cruise & tour providers listed. CST 1016202-80. To learn how we collect and use your information, visit the privacy link at
AAA.com. ©2021 Auto Club Services, LLC. All Rights Reserved.

CALL:
VISIT:

HURRY! YOUMUST BOOK BY SEPTEMBER 30, 2021.
CONTACT YOUR AAA TRAVEL ADVISOR TODAY!

FOR THE LATEST NEWS AND SPECIAL OFFERS, ASK TO
FOLLOWYOUR TRAVEL ADVISOR ON FACEBOOK!

BOOK BY
SEPTEMBER

30!

AAA Travel Advisors are in the know on current safety
measures and travel guidelines, have amazing destinations,
cruises, and guided tours to share, and can expertly guide
you in leveraging AAA Travel perks and savings.

RECEIVE UP TO $$750 BACK750 BACK*

ON SELECT VACATIONSWHEN YOU PAY IN FULL

IT’S TIME TO
get traveling

XXX.XXX.XXXX
XXXXX Xxxxxxxx Xx
Xxxxxxx XX, XXXXX

CALL: 866.624.3380
VISIT: Your Local AAA Travel Advisor

CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS

I t is one of America’s
most emotionally
charged nonprofits.

Make-A-Wish, founded
in 1980 with the mission of
granting dream experiences
to children suffering serious
illnesses, held an annual
friend-fundraiser known as
Table for 10 in Orange
County.

It was the 15th such ex-
travagant dining party held
recently at Bowers Museum
in Santa Ana. More than
300 guests turned out in
support of Make-A-Wish
Orange County and Inland
Empire. Among the VIPs
were the organization’s
local president and chief
executive Gloria Jetter
Crockett and Make-A-Wish
America CEO Richard K.
Davis.

“Since its founding in
1980 Make-A-Wish has
granted more than half a
million wishes,” Davis
shared with the crowd, to a
standing ovation.

The concept of the event
is unique to most other
charitable gatherings built
around a dinner gathering.
Top O.C. chefs are invited to
create a one-of-a-kind
dining experiences for
Table for 10 patrons. The
menu, the libations, the
décor and the presentation
are all specially created by
each participating chef and
team. No two are alike.

Patrons/donors may
select a chef-table of choice
or they can be simply as-
signed. Either way, surprise
and delight are reactions
clearly on the menu.

Some of the very happy
guests involved were Moti
and Idit Ferder, Jonathon
Curci and Janet Curci, Lisa
Hallaian, Donna Bianchi,
Kathy Hamilton, Mary
Murfey and Harriet
Lehman. The success of the
event belongs to the Table
for 10 founder/producer
Kristin Martin and hon-
ored the chef chair, Pascal
Olhats.

What makes it all pos-
sible is the participation of

the chefs. The list is long,
the effort is tremendous,
and generous. No expense
is spared. Restaurants par-
ticipating include Cannery
Seafood of the Pacific, Craft
House, Dana Point Yacht
Club, Nobu Newport Beach,
Linda Johnson with her
popular Filomena’s Italian
Kitchen, Costa Mesa, Chef
Jacob of Members Grill,
Balboa Bay Club, Pelican
Hill Resort, Newport Coast,
Chef Manfred Lassahu of
Watertable at the Hyatt
Regency Huntington Beach,
and Kyle St. John of the
Ranch, Laguna Beach, to
list only a few.

Gloria Crockett joined
Richard Davis presenting
Jessica Roy, Cultivar execu-
tive chef at Sherman Gar-
dens in Corona del Mar,
with an Honorary Chef
award.

“Roy was thrilled to be
honored and very happy
the proceeds were benefit-
ing such a worthy cause,”
said Donna Bunce, repre-
senting Make-A-Wish.

“Crockett then invited
the Make-A-Wish Orange
County, Inland Empire
chapter’s board chairman
Komron Tarkeshian to the
stage to help her honor
10-year board member
Harriet Lehman, who is
retiring from the board.
Crockett thanked Lehman
for her dedication to Make-

A-Wish and for granting
many wishes for children,”
Komron Tarkeshian said.
“We call Harriet our MVP
because wherever she is
needed, she is there.”

Table for 10 prompted
some very generous sup-
porters to step up. Mary
Murfey and Patti Grund-
hofer were the event’s title
sponsors, and the Fund-A-
Need prompted generous
support, including $30,000
from Richard and Theresa
Davis, and $15,000 from
Anthony and Carie Jern-
quist-Ferry. The Fund-A-
Need effort reached
$127,000 to benefit the
deserving nonprofit.

Table for 10 netted overall
more than $400,000 for the
cause, making it possible
for 22 children to have their
wishes granted in the Or-
ange County and Inland
Empire communities. The
generous support Make-A-
Wish Orange County and
the Inland Empire received
from attendees, chefs and
restaurants displayed a
generous heart in address-
ing the needs of children in
crisis.

——-
Great style and creative

design were the hallmarks
of a recent confab in the
chic penthouse location of
Baccarat Boutique at South
Coast Plaza.

Designers were wel-

comed from the American
Society of Interior Design-
ers (ASID) coming together
for a pre-Baccarat reception
dinner at Knife Pleat, also at
South Coast Plaza, celebrat-
ing 16 past presidents of
ASID Orange County. The
crowd enjoyed a three-
course, seasonal menu
created by Michelin-starred
chef Tony Esnault, begin-
ning with an heirloom
tomato salad followed by
Ora King salmon with
sauce vierge and a dec-
adent Louis XV chocolate
dessert. The design crowd
raved.

Post dinner the local
arbiters of style were wel-
comed by Baccarat Bou-
tique Director Torrey
Obray for an after-dinner
cocktail experience served
by Knife Pleat staff pouring
the cocktails in Baccarat’s
crystal tumblers, also all on
elegant display for the
designers.

In the crowd were ASID
O.C. president Julia Alt
chatting with the organiza-
tion’s president elect Jessica
Jones. Also front and center
were Baccarat’s VP of sales

North America Sally Burn-
side and top Baccarat ac-
count executive Megan
McDonald, both charming
their guests with the ex-
quisite crystal on display.

The affair was also sup-
ported by the society pub-
lisher of Angeleno Maga-
zine, Los Angeles and
Riviera Magazine, Orange
County, Christopher Gi-
alanella of Modern Luxury.
As the design crowd clicked
their Baccarat tumblers in a
toast, it was noted that 20%
of the evening’s proceeds
would be donated to ASID
O.C. to benefit their local
charitable outreach.

——-
Newport super-philan-

thropists Julia and George
Argyros seeded the charita-
ble outreach of the Volun-
teer Assn. of Sherman Li-
brary & Gardens with a
$25,000 donation to lead
the way assisting the asso-
ciation raise an impressive
$75,575 at the recent New-
port Beach Garden Tour at
Sherman Gardens.

The outing was the 25th
annual garden tour, thus
the Argyros grant was in

perfect harmony with the
occasion.

Scott LaFleur, executive
director of the Sherman
Library & Gardens, was on
hand to praise the Argyros
family and the many addi-
tional significant donors.
He also thanked the “mem-
bers, volunteers, local mer-
chants, and the community
who have followed through
with support for our chil-
dren’s educational pro-
grams.”

“A highlight of the Aug. 28
Summer Garden Party was
the Garden Party Hat Con-
test,” reports Beverly Mor-
gan, venue manager for the
library and gardens. “Forty-
three garden party guests
entered the Hat Contest.
Judges were from Orange
Coast Magazine and Recy-
cled Rags, along with the
South Coast Plaza’s Stylist
Program. All of the creative
and beautiful hats made for
a truly festive atmosphere
in the gardens.”

THE CROWD | B.W. COOK

More than $400,000 raised for Make-A-Wish

EVENT CHEF CHAIR Pascal Olhats with honorary
celebrity chef Jessica Roy of Cultivar raising money
for Make-A-Wish Orange County and Inland Empire.

Photos courtesy of Tony Lattimore

TABLE FOR 10 founder/producer Kristin Martin is shown with title sponsor Mary Murfey.
The event raised $400,000 at the annual dinner held at Bower Museum in Santa Ana.

B.W. COOK is editor of the
Bay Window, the official
publication of the Balboa Bay
Club in Newport Beach.

That further breaks down to
79.3% having received at
least one dose of a vaccine
as of Thursday.

“We’re encouraged to see
more people getting vacci-
nated,” Chinsio-Kwong
said. “But, there is still more
work to be done, especially
in the hard-to-reach com-
munities ... the [Orange
County Health Care
Agency] remains commit-
ted to reach out to these
vulnerable areas with high
positivity rates, but low vac-
cination rates.”

Chinsio-Kwong said the
county is seeing a drop
across the board for hospi-
talizations and cases, but
that officials are still
strongly encouraging resi-
dents to get vaccinated.

“While our cases contin-
ue to decline, now is not
the time to relax,” Chinsio-
Kwong said, adding that
residents should continue
to follow federal, state and
county health guidance in
addition to getting their flu
vaccines if they have not al-
ready.

“Our flu season [last year]
was unprecedented,” Chin-
sio-Kwong said. “We had a
very low rate ... but now
with everybody back in
school and in close contact
with each other, there is a
risk of higher cases of flu as
well as an early flu season.”

As of Friday, the Orange
County Health Care Agency
reported 394 new cases of
the coronavirus and seven
new deaths of residents not

currently living in a facility.
About 367 cases are cur-

rently hospitalized and 108
of those cases are in inten-
sive care units.

That is down from Tues-
day’s reported 372 hospi-
talizations, but a slight
uptick from the 105 hospi-
talized cases of COVID-19.

Cases have likewise de-
clined or plateaued in the
Newport-Mesa and Laguna
Beach unified school dis-
tricts. In the Newport-Mesa
district, cases fell from the
30 reported last week to 24
on Friday.

The same is true in La-
guna Beach Unified, where
the total number of active
coronavirus cases in isola-
tion fell to seven and only
four are in quarantine due
to close contact to the virus.

However, in the Ocean
View and Fountain Valley
school districts, there have
been seven confirmed
cases since the districts be-
gan classes on Sept. 8.

The Huntington Beach
Union High School District
also appears to have ticked
up from the 22 cases re-
ported last week to 29.

The Huntington Beach
City School District does
not currently have an on-
line dashboard tracking the
number of cases, because
the district recently trans-
ferred websites, according
to officials. There was no
immediate response Friday
afternoon to inquiries
about the number of cases.

Data reported by the
healthcare agency currently
indicate that children ac-
count for 81 of the 394 cases
reported Friday.

Of the total cases in Or-
ange County recorded, 490
were in Newport Beach;
1,481 were in Huntington
Beach; 1,313 were in Costa
Mesa; 462 were in Fountain
Valley; and 137 were in La-
guna Beach.

Here are the latest cumu-
lative coronavirus case
counts and COVID-19
deaths for select cities in
Orange County:

• Santa Ana: 48,513 cases;
897 deaths

• Anaheim: 46,513 cases;
942 deaths

• Huntington Beach:
13,391 cases; 228 deaths

• Costa Mesa: 10,564
cases; 152 deaths

• Irvine: 13,376 cases; 98
deaths

• Newport Beach: 4,839
cases; 92 deaths

• Fountain Valley: 4,244
cases; 90 deaths

• Laguna Beach: 1,120
cases; six deaths

Here are case counts fol-
lowed by deaths, by age
group:

• 0 to 17: 33,093; two
• 18 to 24: 40,188; eight
• 25 to 34: 58,747; 67
• 35 to 44: 45,601; 130
• 45 to 54: 45,897; 356
• 55 to 64: 36,210; 778
• 65 to 74: 18,021; 1,038
• 75 to 84: 9,026; 1,290
• 85 and older: 5,863;

1,675
Updated figures are

posted daily at occovid
19.ochealthinfo.com/corona
virus-in-oc. For information
on getting tested, visit
occovid19.ochealthinfo.com/
covid-19-testing.

Continued from page A1
COUNTY

lilly.nguyen@latimes.com
Twitter: @lillibirds
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LEGAL NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on September 28, 2021, at 4:00 p.m., or soon thereafter as the matter shall be heard, a
public hearing will be conducted in the City Council Chambers at 100 Civic Center Drive, Newport Beach. The City Council
of the City of Newport Beach will consider the following application:

Residences at Newport Center - The project site includes approximately 1.3 acres in Newport Center bounded to the north
by Newport Center Drive and to the east by Anacapa Drive. The proposed project consists of the demolition of an existing
2,085-square-foot car wash, convenience market, and gas station to accommodate the development of 28 dwelling units.
The project includes a four-story structure with 28 condominium units and common space amenity areas over a two-
level, below-grade parking garage. The applicant requests the following discretionary approvals to implement the project:

· General Plan Amendment - to change the site’s land use designation from Regional Commercial Office (CO-R)
to Multiple Residential (RM) and create a new Anomaly Location for the project site that authorizes a maximum
development density of 28 units.

· Zoning Code Amendment and Planned Community Development Plan - to change the site’s zoning classification
from Office Regional (OR) to Planned Community (PC) District and establish land uses and development standards
for the project site. In order to establish a planned community development plan, a waiver of the minimum site area
of 10 acres of developed land is necessary.

· Site Development Review and Tentative Tract Map - to allow the development of a four-story structure containing
28 dwelling units that would be sold individually.

· Development Agreement - to provide the project applicant with the assurance that the development of the project
may proceed subject to the rules and regulations in effect at the time of project approval and to provide the City with
assurance that certain obligations of the project applicant will be met including public benefit fees.

· Certification of an Environmental Impact Report - to address reasonably foreseeable environmental impacts
resulting from the legislative and project specific discretionary approvals, a draft and final EIR has been prepared in
compliance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

· Use Permit No. UP1461 Rescission - rescind the use permit that allows the existing car wash to operate onsite.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that an Environmental Impact Report has been prepared in connection with the
application noted above. It is the present intention of the City to accept the Environmental Impact Report and supporting
documents. The City encourages members of the general public to review and comment on this documentation. Copies of
the Environmental Impact Report and supporting documents are available for public review and inspection at the Planning
Division or at the City of Newport Beach website at www.newportbeachca.gov.

NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER GIVEN that on August 19, 2021 by a vote of (7-0), the Planning Commission of the City of
Newport Beach recommended that the City Council approve the Residences at Newport Center project.

All interested parties may appear and present testimony in regard to this application. If you challenge this project in court,
you may be limited to raising only those issues you raised at the public hearing or in written correspondence delivered
to the City, at, or prior to, the public hearing. Administrative procedures for appeals are provided in the Newport Beach
Municipal Code Chapters 20.64 and 19.12.060 (Subdivision Code). The application may be continued to a specific future
meeting date, and if such an action occurs additional public notice of the continuance will not be provided. Prior to the
public hearing the agenda, staff report, and documents may be reviewed at the City Clerk’s Office, 100 Civic Center Drive,
Newport Beach, California, 92660 or at the City of Newport Beach website at www.newportbeachca.gov. Individuals not
able to attend the meeting may contact the Planning Division or access the City’s website after the meeting to review the
action on this application.

For questions regarding details of the project please contact Liz Westmoreland, Associate Planner, at 949-644-3234 or
lwestmoreland@newportbeachca.gov.

Project File No.: PA2020-020 Activity No.: GP2020-001, CA2020-008, PC2020-001 SD2020-001,
NT2020-001, DA2020-001, ER2021-002

Zone: OR (Office Regional) General Plan: CO-R (Regional Commercial Office)

Location: 150 Newport Center Drive Applicant: Newport Center Anacapa Associates, LLC

/s/ Leilani I. Brown, MMC, City Clerk, City of Newport Beach
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CONVENIENT
whether you're
buying, selling,
or just looking,
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To advertise in
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timescommunityadvertising.com

HEALTH CARE
Psychologist

Psychologist with
education and at least
2 years of experience

needed. Compassionate,
empathetic and under-
standing. Knowledge of
English, Armenian and
Russian are encouraged.

5012W Sunset Blvd
Unit 201 Los Angeles CA
90027 notoiroushealth-
careinc@yahoo.com
Asya Vostanikyan 424-

332-9536

Employment

Vinyl RecordsWanted
$$$ Top cash paid

4 all or part of collection.
Jazz, Classical,

Psychedelic, Blues
949-933-6777 Mike

Miscellaneous
Merchandise

Art BUYER
American Estate Buyers
Buying Antiques, Art,
Jewelry & More
(323) 829-3911 -Jack

Antiques

Harbor View Homes
1100 home community
garage sale. Saturday,
September 18th from
8:00 a.m. to noon.

Homes located at the cor-
ner of Old Ford Road and
San Miguel on Newport

Hills Drive

Garage and
Yard Sales

SALES EVENTS

MARKETPLACE
To place an ad, go to http://timescommunityadvertising.com/
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RELIABLE
SERVICES,

INTERESTING
THINGS TO BUY,

IT'S ALL
HERE

EVERYDAY
IN

CLASSIFIED!
(714) 966-4600

CLASSIFIED
It's the solution
you're searching

for-whether
you're seeking a
home, apartment,

pet or new
occupation!

Tell Us About
YOUR

GARAGE SALE!
In

CLASSIFIED
(714) 966-4600

CLASSIFIED

It's
the solution
you're
searching
for-whether
you're
seeking a
home,
apartment,
pet
or new
occupation!

PUT A FEW
WORDS TO
WORK FOR
YOU!

(714) 966-4600

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER
ESTATE OF:

ROBERTA MASSOTH
CASE NO. 30-2021-01220355-PR-PW-CJC

To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent
creditors, and persons who may otherwise be interested
in the WILL or estate, or both of ROBERTA
MASSOTH.
A PETITION FOR PROBATE has been filed by I.
RICHARD MASSOTH in the Superior Court of
California, County of ORANGE.
THE PETITION FOR PROBATE requests that I.
RICHARD MASSOTH be appointed as personal
representative to administer the estate of the decedent.
THE PETITION requests the decedent's WILL and
codicils, if any, be admitted to probate. The WILL and
any codicils are available for examination in the file
kept by the court.
THE PETITION requests authority to administer the
estate under the Independent Administration of Estates
Act. (This authority will allow the personal
representative to take many actions without obtaining
court approval. Before taking certain very important
actions, however, the personal representative will be
required to give notice to interested persons unless they
have waived notice or consented to the proposed
action.) The independent administration authority will
be granted unless an interested person files an objection
to the petition and shows good cause why the court
should not grant the authority.
A HEARING on the petition will be held in this court
as follows: 11/03/21 at 10:30AM in Dept. C08 located
at 700 CIVIC CENTER DRIVE WEST, SANTA ANA,
CA 92701
Notice in Probate Cases
(1) If you plan to appear, you must attend the hearing
by video remote using the court's designated video
platform; (2) Go to the Court's website at
http://www.occourts.org/media-relations/probate-
mental-health.html to appear for probate hearings and
for remote hearing instructions; (3) If you have
difficulty connecting to your remote hearing, call 657-
622-8278 for assistance.
IF YOU OBJECT to the granting of the petition, you
should appear at the hearing and state your objections
or file written objections with the court before the
hearing. Your appearance may be in person or by your
attorney.
IF YOU ARE A CREDITOR or a contingent creditor
of the decedent, you must file your claim with the court
and mail a copy to the personal representative
appointed by the court within the later of either (1) four
months from the date of first issuance of letters to a
general personal representative, as defined in section
58(b) of the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days
from the date of mailing or personal delivery to you of
a notice under section 9052 of the California Probate
Code.
Other California statutes and legal authority may affect
your rights as a creditor. You may want to consult with
an attorney knowledgeable in California law.
YOU MAY EXAMINE the file kept by the court. If
you are a person interested in the estate, you may file
with the court a Request for Special Notice (form DE-
154) of the filing of an inventory and appraisal of estate
assets or of any petition or account as provided in
Probate Code section 1250. A Request for Special
Notice form is available from the court clerk.
Attorney for Petitioner
YACOBA A. FELDMAN - SBN 100817, LAW
OFFICES OF YACOBA ANN FELDMAN, APC
5850 CANOGA AVE., #400
WOODLAND HILLS CA 91367
9/17, 9/18, 9/24/21
CNS-3511601#
NEWPORT HARBOR NEWS PRESS COMBINED
WITH DAILY PILOT

Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices Legal Notices

●

●

Legal Notices Legal Notices
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Mark’s Painting &
Handyman Service
714-222-3055

Wood Restoration Specialist

Licensed & Bonded
C-33-#967860

1852 McGaw Ave. Irvine, CA 92614

SELL ME
YOUR CAR
Currently in need of BMW, Mercedes-Benz,

Porsche, Lexus, Acura, Cadillac, Honda, Toyota
vehicles under 100k miles.

Before you trade in, call me, Tim the owner,
for a cash offer @ 949-752-2277

or email info to OCAW777@GMAIL.COM
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CONTACT US
Carol Cormaci

Managing Editor
carol.cormaci@latimes.com

———
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———
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———
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(714) 966-4600
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(714) 966-4699

Sports
(714) 966-4612
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800-234-4444

TCN Legal Phone
888-881-6181

TCN Legal Email
LALegal@latimes.com
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“I think there should al-
ways be pressure on a
restaurant to excel and to
be the best they can,” Cas-
tillo said. “This restaurant
needs to be as clean as
possible, the service has to
be the best there is and our
food has to always be on
point when it come out of
that window.”

Chef Imran “Ali” Mookhi
of Khan Saab, a full halal
restaurant that highlights
the flavors of Pakistan, Af-
ghanistan and India, ex-
pressed a similar philoso-
phy.

“We were not shooting
for anything in the begin-
ning,” Mookhi said. “Our
focus was introducing
something new to the
community and bringing
good food to Fullerton.”

But Mookhi was encour-
aged when his previous
restaurant, Tumbi in Santa
Monica, earned Michelin
recognition in 2020.

“We thought if it could
happen with that restau-
rant, then with the hard
work of all the team, why
not this one?” Mookhi
said. “Now, our hard work
is paying off, I would say.”

All three restaurants ac-
knowledge the hand their
staff played in earning
Michelin’s appreciation.

“I can’t take credit for
this, I have a great team
and my executive Nicholas
Echaore, runs the kitchen
for me,” Castillo said. “He
has done a great job and
deserves just as much rec-
ognition as me or the rest
of the team.”

Sarmadi agrees restau-
rants owe much to their
teams.

“No restaurant is what it
is because of a chef or an
owner,” Sarmadi said. “It
takes every single person
who works in a restaurant
to make a restaurant what
it is. Because all of those
people, in one way or an-
other, interact with the
guests, whether it be
through what they have
created on the guests plate
to serving them some-
thing or making them a
drink, greeting them at the
door, thanking them as
they walk out or picking
up a napkin that fell on the
ground.”

Mookhi said Khan Saab
is thankful to their cli-
entele as well.

“We want to thank ev-
eryone for their support,
especially the Fullerton
community,” Mookhi said.
“Because of them we
made it through the pan-
demic and that is the rea-
son we are here now and
made in the Michelin.”

nice to have a spotlight on
restaurants in Orange
County with Michelin,
which is internationally
recognized and still carries
a lot of weight.”

Heritage Barbecue in
San Juan Capistrano and
Khan Saab Desi Craft
Kitchen in Fullerton were
recognized alongside
Knife Pleat. Together, the
three restaurants serve as
an example of the diversity
and uniqueness that can
be found in Orange
County dining.

Heritage Barbecue is
owned and run by Daniel
Castillo and his wife,
Brenda. Heritage special-
izes in smoked meats like
beef brisket and hand-
made pork sausage and
their dedication to tradi-
tional Texas pit techniques
make for a barbecue expe-
rience that is as authentic
as one can get outside the
Lone Star State.

Castillo said he always
had high ambitions for
Heritage, which opened in
2020.

“When we opened this
brick and mortar, those
were kind of the goals I set.
I told the guys we could get
James Beard recognition,
we could get Michelin rec-
ognition, so from the jump
those were always the
goals,” Castillo said.

Castillo added that
restaurants should always
hold themselves to the
highest standard, regard-
less of the possibility of ac-
colades.

Courtesy of John Troxell

HERITAGEBARBECUE is knownfor itsbarbecueplatters
filledwithanassortmentof smokedmeatsandsausages to
housemadesides suchasbrisket andbeans tomac&cheese.

Courtesy
of Anne
Watson

KNIFE
PLEAT
is a French
restaurant
helmed by
Chef Tony
Esnault and
restaurateur
Yassmin
Sarmadi.

Continued from page A1
AWARDS

sarah.mosqueda@
latimes.com
Twitter: @SarahNMos

crimes unit within his office
in May and noted there
have been more prosecu-
tions of such criminal of-
fenses in the last two years
than in the past 25 years.

Nhi Nguyen, a hate crime
coordinator for the O.C.
Human Relations nonprof-
it, presented the report’s
data following Spitzer’s
comments and described
the findings as a “snap-
shot.”

The vast majority of hate
crimes tallied were motivat-
ed by race, ethnicity or na-
tional origin. In all, 112 hate
crimes were reported in
O.C. in 2020, a 35% increase
over the previous year. The
rise continues a disturbing
trend over the past five
years.

Even though Black resi-
dents comprise just 2% of
the county’s population,
anti-Black hate crimes ac-
counted for the most com-
monly reported offenses,
followed by anti-Semitic
and anti-Latino motivated

acts.
“Each incident limits our

capacity to truly become
that national model of a
diverse county,” said Dr.
Douglas Haynes, vice chan-
cellor for equity, diversity
and inclusion at UC Irvine,
during a panel discussion
on the report.

“It’s just distressing to see
year over year, the Black
community in Orange
County is disproportion-
ately among the victims of
hate incidents and certainly
crimes.”

A hate incident, as de-
fined in the report, is be-
havior motivated by hate or
bias that isn’t necessarily
criminal in nature, such as
verbal abuse or bullying.

Prior to the pandemic,
four hate incidents against
Asian Americans were re-
ported in 2019. Last year,
that number rose dramati-
cally to 76, an 1,800% in-
crease.

As part of the commis-
sion’s methodology, data
collected by the Stop AAPI
Hate nonprofit were incor-
porated into the report, a
move welcomed by com-
munity members.

“It’s good that O.C. Hu-
man Relations included
Stop AAPI Hate because the
data from them can be re-
ported in any language,
anonymously as well as on-
line,” said Mary Anne Foo,

executive director of the Or-
ange County Asian and Pa-
cific Islander Community
Alliance (OCAPICA). “It al-
lows for people to feel com-
fortable reporting.”

Hate incidents, in all,
spiked in March 2020, the
same month that initial
stay-at-home orders in Cal-
ifornia sought to flatten the
curve of rising coronavirus
infections. As the Asian
American community faced
blame for the pandemic,
they braced for a wave of
hate.

“There was so much me-
dia attention at the time
that I think it raised aware-
ness to report,” Foo said.
“Politicians blaming and
calling it the ‘China virus’
did drive up an increase in
hate crimes and incidents.”

Foo cautioned that lower
numbers reported after the
onset of the pandemic
doesn’t necessarily mean
the situation is improving
for Asian Americans in O.C.

In 2021, a “toxic stew” of
anti-Asian racism has con-
tinued to roil O.C. and has
even targeted Asian Ameri-
can politicians and county
officials. County Supervisor
Andrew Do, a Vietnamese
American, couldn’t join the
hate crime report presenta-
tion as scheduled as he’s ill
with COVID-19, but faced
vitriol during a July 27 Or-
ange County Board of Su-

pervisors meeting when a
speaker used an expletive
and told him to go back to
Vietnam.

As policies surrounding
the vaccine campaign have
been discussed, considered
and carried out this year,
anti-vaccination activists
have also arrived at civic
meetings in O.C. using yel-
low stars and other histori-
cal imagery from the Holo-
caust that killed 6 million
Jews.

“It sets a foundation for
anti-Semitism,” said Rabbi
Peter Levi, the Anti-Defa-
mation League’s Regional
Director for Orange County
and Long Beach. “It distorts
what the Holocaust was
and does little to serve Hol-
ocaust remembrance and
education.”

The presentation of the
hate crime report ended on
a hopeful note and a call to
action, as the combined
number of hate crimes and
incidents in 2020 outpaced
the year before by 136.

“Real change is possible,”
Nguyen said. “As a commu-
nity in Orange County, we
can come together to not
only advocate for change
but to work together to ef-
fect change so that we can
get closer to a county and a
world that is intolerant of
violence, of hate and big-
otry.”

Continued from page A1
HATE

gabriel.sanroman
@latimes.com
Twitter: @gsanroman2

There was a whole lot to please
head coach Brett Brown in Hunting-
ton Beach High School’s 45-13 rout of
Marina at home in Thursday night’s
Oil versus Water Rivalry showdown,
and one glaring problem that needs to
be fixed, before the Oilers step into
the Sunset League battles following
next week’s bye.

Seven touchdowns of 25 yards or
more — one of them on a fake punt,
another on a fumble return, more on
passes covering 65 and 75 yards —
and some 414 yards of offense was
coupled with a defensive effort that
held the Vikings to negative yardage
and no first downs until it was 18-0
nearly two minutes into the second
quarter.

AJ Perez threw for 254 yards and
three touchdowns and ran for another
score, and Evan Riederich capped a
101-yard performance on just eight
carries with a 25-yard touchdown
early in the third quarter.

“We came out pretty sharp,” Brown
said. “We had some big plays, and the
more big plays we have, the better
shot we have of winning the football
games. ... It was nice to see everything
working. I think off the run and pass,
we had a pretty good game tonight.”

In the second quarter, Huntington
Beach (3-2) scored three touchdowns
and amassed 223 yards on just nine
offensive plays to take a 31-7 lead into
halftime.

Perez found AJ Vandermade in the
end zone for a 31-yard score on the
second play of the quarter.

After Riederich ran for 18 yards on a
second-and-23 play, Perez then hit
Hideo Ray for 26 yards on third-
and-18 before Jordan Castro beat cov-
erage by five yards to haul in the 65-
yard touchdown the next time the Oil-
ers had the ball.

Perez was intercepted on his next
throw by Micah Rhoads, leading to Bo
Green’s diving, twisting, end-zone
catch on a 20-yard Brock Beaver pass
three plays after Anthony Fabian ram-

bled for 34 yards, but he answered
Marina’s score seconds later by con-
necting on a 75-yard touchdown with
Ray.

Ray caught the ball at the Hunting-
ton Beach 40, slipped away from a
tackler and sprinted the rest of the
way.

“I put the ball in the hands of the
playmakers, and they do big things
with it,” Perez said.

Perez was sacked four times, and he
was only 10 of 20 after completing just
one of his first seven throws.

He hit on nine of 11 attempts for 228
yards during the stretch from late in
the first quarter through early in the
third.

Huntington Beach’s offensive surge,
with 408 yards after three quarters,
was offset somewhat by 196 yards on
19 penalties, many of them for per-
sonal fouls and unsportsmanlike con-
duct.

Brown disagreed with many of the
calls, adding, “But they called it, so

they’re penalties, and we have to
clean it up. [To be penalized that
many yards] is ridiculous.”

Perez juked a defender on a 30-yard
run to give the Oilers the lead a little
more than 2½ minutes into the game,
and they made it 12-0 two drives later
when punter Tyler Moses took off and
went 37 yards for a touchdown.

Riederich scored on the first drive
of the third quarter, and it was 45-7
when Nathan Tauanuu scooped up
Fabian’s fumble four plays later and
took it 26 yards to the end zone.

Marina (1-4) got its second touch-
down on the first play of the fourth
quarter with Beaver hitting Green on a
six-yard pass.

“Last week, I felt like we weren’t
clicking,” Perez said. “Tonight, it all
came together. We were all on the
same page, the timing was great, and
we executed.”

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Huntington Beach dominant in
rivalry game win over Marina

Don Leach | Staff Photographer
HUNTINGTON BEACH receiver Jordan Castro makes a catch at the sideline and
sprints for a touchdown during a nonleague game against Marina on Thursday.

BY SCOTT FRENCH

SCOTT FRENCH is a special
contributor to Times Community News.
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